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OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
IS LIKE THAT OF A CHILD WITH A PARENT

By Apostle Roland L. Sarratt

T
he blessings of having parents

who have raised us up in a proper

way have benefitted us in many

things. We have found the restraints

of caring adults both restrictive and

yet reassuring. Children may strug-

gle against their parents, testing their

power of control over them, and yet

they may misbehave just to get the

attention of their parents. They feel

the need to be reassured that the par-

ents are there to protect and care for

them. If the parents are caught up in

matters that take their attention away

from their child, instinctively the child

feels neglected.

If each of us would reflect back to

our childhood we may recall an inci-

dent of feeling neglected and can re-

call how we acted as a result. Maybe

you didn’t really do anything that re-

sulted in an action of correction by

the parent, but at some point in our

lives we have felt the need to assert

ourselves enough to demonstrate

our independence by making our

own decisions. If our parents have

done their jobs by letting us make

personal choices as we matured, we

were able to move on to the more

adult level of our existence with only

a reasonable amount of adjustment.

This hardly tells the whole story of

our individual lives. School, employ-

ment, marriage and becoming par-

ents ourselves required constant ef-

forts on our part to adjust to each new

responsibility. Quite often a person

repeatedly experiences the strug-

gles of a type of parental control

throughout their life. We have had to

learn to perform properly, if it was

only by us having to pay a traffic

ticket.

The actual process of trial and er-

ror is a part of everyone’s lives. The

hope that we have learned well and

done well is still before us to become

a final proof no matter how old we

are. We are still under the watchful

care of a loving Parent to the end of

our days here on earth. He is our

Godly Parent.

We are fully aware of how people

react to each other. The child reacts

to the parent, the student reacts to

the teacher, the employee reacts to

the employer, etc. We might say that

the military life is a real example in

how the lower rank soldier reacts to

the higher rank soldier. Asense of re-

spect to a higher authority and obey-

ing that authority is what we are talk-

EDITORIAL

We are still under the watchful care of a

loving Parent to the end of our days here

on earth. He is our Godly Parent.



Zion’s Advocate

JULY/AUGUST
-68-

ing about.

We might ask, where did this pro-

cess of giving heed to a higher au-

thority have its beginning? It began

in the beginning. God set the stage

and it all came about. It is a neces-

sary part of the purpose of human

life. However, the actual beginning

was not with the human. The first of-

fense against God was when one of

His angels exalted himself. The an-

gel’s action caused him to fall and he

influenced a third of the host of

heaven to do likewise. Lucifer, the

son of the morning, became a devil,

and he had the company of all his an-

gels who followed him who also be-

came devils.

We are inclined to believe that ac-

cording to what the scriptures say

those fallen spirits will spend eternity

separated from God and the other

angels. As for the rest of us who are

of the family of Adam, the decision as

to who we are to spend eternity with

is yet to be made. Actually we are

making that decision as we live out

our lives in this day of probation, pre-

paring for the day of judgment.

There was another sin against

God which has much to do with our

making that decision. It was the sin of

Adam and Eve when they partook of

the forbidden fruit of the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil.

We have to suppose that Satan

and his angels have had no one to

atone for their sins. Therefore they

have no hope of ever being accepted

back into the presence of God. We,

however, have been favored of God

in that He has given us His only be-

gotten Son as a sacrifice to atone for

our sins. If God had not given us His

great gift, we would be in the same

situation as Satan and his angels. It

was an act of mercy that God gave

that gift. However, there is the re-

quirement of believing in God and

believing in His Son, Jesus Christ,

and that which the Son has merited

by giving His life to atone for our sins.

We are to do more than believe in

God and Jesus Christ; we are to be-

lieve the gospel which the Son has

delivered to us, and we are to obey

His commandments, even His plan of

salvation which includes faith in God,

repentance of our sins, baptism by

immersion and the laying on of hands

for the reception of the Holy Ghost.

This we are to do initially, and then go

on striving for perfection. We are to

retain a remission of our sins by re-

penting of them and asking God to

forgive us as we endure to the end of

our lives. We look forward to the res-

urrection of our bodies, and at the

same time we have hope for eternal

life with God.

Now let’s go back to the child/par-

ent relationship. The first relation-

ship was between the Father (God)

and the Son (Jesus Christ). Jesus

was given as an atonement which re-

quired the greatest of all sacrifices

the human family has ever known.

We are to give as a sacrifice a broken

heart and a contrite spirit. Jesus

gave His life, and His victory over

death was accomplished by His res-

urrection. His resurrected body re-

tains the marks of the spear and the

nails proving to all humanity that He

is the resurrected Christ. We are as-

sured that we all will be resurrected

and given a body like unto the physi-

cal body we now have, which will

identify us personally.

Jesus Christ did all that the Father

told Him to do. He was the perfect

sacrifice. More than that, He was the

perfect example to us during His min-

istry, obeying the will of the Father

even when He was tempted of the

devil, and when He submitted to the

crucifixion.

Jesus prayed to the Father for

Himself and for His people. He dem-

onstrated true compassion for the

human family. His personal love for

the Father and the Father’s love for

Him was evident throughout the New

Testament period as He labored in

presenting the things which the Fa-

ther had commanded Him.

Throughout the various accounts

of God dealing with humanity, we are

made keenly aware of how God has

spoken and counseled us. His per-

sonal reaction to those who have dis-

obeyed Him shows us His will to save

the sinner, and the point of ceasing to

labor with those who have stubbornly

rejected Him. To understand Him we

must go back to the child/parent rela-

tionship.

When Jesus Christ gave His doc-

trine to the Nephites, He specifically

included the instruction for them to

humble themselves as a little child.

This is carried down to us. We are to

become submissive and meek, es-

pecially to our Heavenly Father. We

are to be mindful of His will in our per-

sonal lives.
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A child’s obedience to its parents

is good for the child even though it

may not realize it until he or she be-

comes an adult. Usually the parents

have a natural sense of protecting

their young. More than that, they

usually develop a love for their child.

These senses or characteristics are

based upon Christian principles. A

person who has believed in God and

Jesus Christ and has developed a

conscience based on the existence

of God, will be more likely to have a

sense of the need to be obedient to

God. In turn, they will have a concern

for their offspring based upon that

need. They have a trained mind to-

ward Christian principles. They are

striving toward being Godly parents.

In our relationship with God, we

might consider David’s psalms as an

example of one pleading with God for

help and giving thanks for His bless-

ings. It was an ongoing thing with Da-

vid. He openly spoke to God through

his psalms. He sought God’s favor

and forgiveness continually. His

praise to God has been heard in

many churches and various places

throughout the world. Although he

committed a great sin, his efforts to

repent and correct his life have been

an example of what we have had to

experience in correcting ourselves

before God.

This nation, the U.S.A, has ob-

served Father’s Day and Mother’s

Day for many years. The establish-

ment of those special days is charac-

teristic of the honor this people paid

to their parents. Undoubtedly, this

nation had somewhat a different atti-

tude towards fatherhood and mother-

hood in those days as compared to

modern times. For one thing, the

people were more conscious of the

importance of home life and the need

to be dedicated morally to the mar-

riage covenant. The people were

aware of their Christian heritage and

openly professed it.

One of the Ten Commandments in

Exodus 20:12 says, Honour thy fa-

ther and thy mother: that their days

may be long upon the land which the

Lord thy God giveth thee.

Parents should be worthy of

honor. They should set a good exam-

ple for their children. The husband

and wife are to establish a home.

Their relationship one toward an-

other is of great importance in estab-

lishing a home atmosphere where

children are to be reared.

There is no question about it; the

Father’s relationship with the son is

dependent upon the son’s obedience

to the Father. Jesus obeyed the Fa-

ther and in doing so He set an exam-

ple for each of us.

We conclude that God, our Heav-

enly Father, did not have a wife. Nei-

ther did the Son, Jesus Christ. How-

ever, we are convinced that their love

is sufficient to save us from our own

willful ways and the temptations of

the devil. God’s love is given in this

well known scripture:

[John 3:16] For God so loved

the world, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in him should not per-

ish, but have everlasting life.

[John 3:17] For God sent not

his Son into the world to con-

demn the world; but that the

world through him might be

saved.

This scripture is taken out of con-

text, which is commonly done, but it

emphasizes the thought that God “so

loved the world,” His own creation.

Sometimes we tend to make every-

thing like the Mosaic Law, a school-

master law. God’s love is a saving

love, not a condemning love. Only af-

ter we have totally rejected Him will

He bring His judgment upon us. Un-

fortunately, that is what is happening

around us today. Still, our message

to the world is to seek the Lord and

repent of our sins before destruction

comes.

We can be assured that if we try

with all our might to follow the exam-

ples given to us to remain faithful to

God, He will save us and our children

if they follow our examples. Being

Godly parents can and should be tra-

ditional on this land of promise.

Let us remember this Proverb

22:6:

Train up a child in the way he

should go: and when he is old,

he will not depart from it.
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Ministry of

Reconciliation

By Elder Gordon McCann

“For we labor diligently to
write, to persuade our children,
and also our brethren, to believe
in Christ, and to be reconciled to
God; For we know that it is by
grace that we are saved, after all
that we can do” (2 Nephi
11:40-44).

From the words of Nephi
quoted above three questions
come to mind that I would like for
you to consider. I believe the an-
swers to those questions will help

us with our understanding of the
importance of Nephi’s message
and the diligence with which he
taught all who would hear “to be-
lieve in Christ, and to be recon-
ciled to God.”

The Questions are:

� What does the word “reconcile”

mean?

� What must we do to “reconcile” our-

selves with God?

� What are some examples?

Webster’s definition of the
word “reconcile” provides the fol-
lowing:

1: to cause to be friendly or
harmonious again

2: adjust; settle (differences)
3: to bring to submission or

acceptance

Given the definition of the
word “reconcile,” there seems to
be an inherent breach in the rela-
tionship between God and man-
kind that Nephi found necessary
to persuade all to be aware of and
to address within their lives.

The scriptures are plain con-

cerning man’s propensity to sin or
rebel against the One who gave
him life.

“For all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God;”
(Romans 3:23).

“If we say we have no sin we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us” (1 John 1:8).

“For the natural man is an
enemy to God, and has been,
from the fall of Adam, and will be,
for ever and ever;” (Mosiah
1:119).

So the inherent breach in
our relationship with God is due
to the sin in our lives that brings
about a change in our relationship
with our God.

“But your iniquities have
separated between you and your
God, and your sins have hid his
face from you, that he will not
hear” (Isaiah 59:2).

What must we do to “recon-
cile” ourselves or to be accepted of
God?

I believe the scriptures are

ARTICLE
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also plain concerning this subject,
where the beginning of all righ-
teousness is in the belief in Jesus
Christ, the only begotten of the
Father. Jesus Christ is the means
by which we have access to and
can maintain a relationship with
our Father in Heaven.

“My little children, these
things write I unto you, that ye
sin not. And if any man sin,
we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righ-
teous:” (1 John 2:1).

“Yea, behold, I say unto
you, that as these things are
true, and as the Lord God
liveth, there is none other name
given under heaven, save it be
this Jesus Christ of which I
have spoken, whereby man
can be saved” (2 Nephi
11:39).

“Neither is there salva-
tion in any other; for there is
none other name under heaven
given among men whereby we
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

The prophet Isaiah, while
speaking to Israel by way of com-
mandment from God, admon-
ished them to wash themselves to
make themselves clean. The invi-
tation from God was for His peo-
ple to come and reconcile them-
selves by putting away their sins
that were before Him.

“Come now, and let us
reason together, saith the
Lord; though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white

as snow; though they be red
like crimson, they shall be as
wool. If ye be willing and obedi-
ent…” (Isaiah 1:16-19).

The requirement for Israel
was for them to “be willing and obe-
dient” for God’s Spirit to work in
their lives in order for their rela-
tionship to be reconciled.

The same Spir i t that
prompted Isaiah to speak to Israel
also prompted Alma, the son of
Alma, to speak to the people of
Gideon in like manner.

“Yea, I say unto you,
Come and fear not, and lay
aside every sin, which easily
doth beset you, which doth
bind you down to destruction;”
(Alma 5:26).

It is important to understand
that reconciliation comes only by
a broken and contrite heart with a
true desire to put away the sin that
has caused the breach in the rela-
tionship with our Heavenly Fa-
ther.

We must be diligent and re-
pent from all of our sins to secure
that everlasting relationship with
God in His Kingdom.

“Yea, and as often as my
people repent, will I forgive
them their trespasses against
me. And ye shall also forgive
one another your trespasses:
for verily I say unto you, He
that forgiveth not his neigh-
bor’s trespasses, when he says
that he repents, the same hath
brought himself under condem-

nat ion” (Mosiah 11:
139-140).

“For if ye forgive men
their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you:
But if ye forgive not men their
trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your tres-
passes” (Matthew 6:14-15).

Remember the Advocate that
we have with the Father, who is
there to help us in our desire to
reconcile ourselves before our
Heavenly Father, “Jesus Christ the
righteous.”

“I can do all things
through Chr is t which
strengtheneth me”
(Philippians 4:13).

What are some examples of
those things that so easily beset us
in our lives?

There are some very good ex-
amples found in Alma, chapter
three. Alma, who was the son of
Alma and High Priest at the time,
asked some hard and pointed
questions to those gathered to
hear him speak as he traveled to
the various cities and villages
throughout the land. Those ques-
tions were directed to a people
who had come through much suf-
fering, hardship, and then deliver-
ance by the hand of God. Many
of them had made a covenant with
God through baptism. Alma be-
gan delivering the words that God
had impressed upon him with the
following:

“And now behold, I say



Zion’s Advocate

JULY/AUGUST
-72-

unto you my brethren, If ye have
experienced a change of heart,
and if ye have felt to sing the song
of redeeming love, I would ask,

� Can ye feel so now?

� Have ye walked, keeping yourselves

blameless before God?

“Could ye say, if ye were
called to die at this time, within
yourselves, that ye have been suf-
ficiently humble? That your gar-
ments have been cleansed and
made white, through the blood of
Christ, who will come to redeem
his people from their sins?”
(Alma 3:46-49).

The above questions posed
by Alma to the membership of the
church in his day are those that
should be considered by each
member of the church today. I am
reminded of the words of the
Apostle James:

“For if any be a hearer of the
word, and not a doer, he is like
unto a man beholding his natural
face in a glass: For he beholdeth
himself, and goeth his way, and
straightway forgetteth what
manner of man he was” (James
1:23-24).

Each of us must “press to-
ward the mark” daily “for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus” (Philippians 3:14).

After Alma got the attention
of those who had gathered to hear
him speak, he began to lay out for
them four human traits that try
our faith and oft times easily beset

us. As you read each one of the
following human weaknesses
think about the words of James as
you view your image in a mirror.
If you can see any part or portion
of these attributes in your life
then please consider the following
admonition from Alma:

“…If ye are not, ye are not
prepared to meet God. Behold ye
must prepare quickly, for the
kingdom of heaven is soon at
hand, and such an one hath not
eternal life” (Alma 3:50-51).

� Are you stripped of Pride

Pride—a high or inordinate
opinion of one’s own dignity, im-
portance, merit, or superiority,
whether as cherished in the mind
or as displayed in bearing, con-
duct, etc.

Conceit—excessively high
opinion of oneself, one’s appear-
ance, or ability.

Lucifer or Satan is the au-
thor of pride and he uses this tool
to perfection with all who find it
hard to see this attribute within
them.

“How art thou fallen from
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the
morning! How art thou cut down
to the ground, which didst
weaken the nations! For thou
hast said in thine heart, I will as-
cend into heaven, I will exalt my
throne above the stars of God: I
will sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of the
north: I will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; I will be like

the most High” (Isa iah
14:12-14).

“And the large and spacious
building which thy father saw is
vain imaginations and the pride
of the children of men” (1 Nephi
3:126).

� Are you stripped of Envy

Envy—a feeling of discon-
tent or covetousness with regard
to another’s advantages, success,
possessions, etc.

The Apostle James said it
best by providing a good example
of how one can avoid envy in their
life, and he also identifies who is
the orchestrator that brings this
attribute alive within us.

“Who is a wise man and en-
dued with knowledge among
you? let him shew out of a good
conversation his works with
meekness of wisdom. But if ye
have bitter envying and strife in
your hearts, glory not, and lie not
against the truth. This wisdom
descendeth not from above, but is
earthly, sensual, devilish. For
where envying and strife is, there
is confusion and every evil work”
(James 3:13-16).

The following scriptures are
good words to consider that
should help us to avoid falling
into Satan’s trap.

“If we live in the Spirit, let
us also walk in the Spirit. Let us
not be desirous of vain glory, pro-
voking one another, envying one
another” (Galatians 5:25-26).
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“Perverse disputings of
men of corrupt minds, and
destitute of the truth, suppos-
ing that gain is godliness: from
such withdraw thyself. But
godliness with contentment is
great gain. For we brought
nothing into this world, and it
is certain we can carry nothing
out” (1 Timothy 6:5-7).

“Let your conversation be
without covetousness; and be
content with such things as ye
have; for he hath said, I will
never leave thee, nor forsake
thee” (Hebrews 13:5).

� Make a Mock of his brother

Mock—to attack or treat
with ridicule, contempt, or deri-
sion (laugh, scorn, scoff, or jeer);
to ridicule by mimicry or action or
speech.

Another effective tool that
Satan uses in an effort to destroy
both the person that does the
mocking and the one being
mocked.

“And I also cast my eyes
round about, and beheld on the
other side of the river of water a
great and spacious building;
And it stood as it were in the
air, high above the earth; And
it was filled with people, both
old and young, both male and
female; And their manner of
dress was exceeding fine; And
they were in the attitude of
mocking and pointing their fin-
gers towards those which had
come at, and were partaking of

the fruit” (1 Nephi 2:71-75).

“But, beloved, remember
ye the words which were spo-
ken before of the apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ; How that
they told you there should be
mockers in the last time, who
should walk after their own un-
godly lusts. These be they who
separate themselves, sensual
[worldly], having not the
Spirit” (Jude 1:17-19).

� Heapeth upon him Persecutions

Persecute—to pursue with
harassing or oppressive treat-
ment; to annoy or trouble persis-
tently.

Those who use this tool of
Satan find themselves fighting
against the truth of God and are
completely blind, having no por-
tion of the Spirit of God in them.
Satan has full sway with those
who persecute the righteous in an
effort to destroy the true believers
in Christ and the things of God.

“But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are fool-
ishness unto him; neither can
he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned” (1
Corinthians 2:14).

“And great was the multi-
tude that did enter into that
strange building. And after
they did enter into that build-
ing they did point the finger of
scorn at me, and those that
were partaking of the fruit also;
but we heeded them not” (1

Nephi 2:82-83).

Finally, I would like to leave
with you these words of admon-
ishment and counsel found in the
scriptures to help support you in
your day of probation in the flesh.

“Wherefore, ye must
press forward with a steadfast-
ness in Christ, having a perfect
brightness of hope, and a love
of God and of all men. Where-
fore, if ye shall press forward,
feasting upon the word of
Christ, and endure to the end,
behold, thus saith the Father:
Ye shall have eternal life” (2
Nephi 13:29-30).

Our New Life in Christ:

“Therefore if any man be
in Christ, he is a new creature;
old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become
new. And all things are of
God, who hath reconciled us to
himself by Jesus Christ, and
hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation;” (2 Corinthi-
ans 5:17-18).
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Sunday School Lessons: Here Am I!

The General Sunday School Association (GSSA) is to be providing portions of lessons (teasers!) for several age groups on a

common topic. To see the complete lesson s, please visit the Church of Christ’s Audio Visual Aid (AVA) committee website

at www.cocsermons.net and click on the “Resources” tab to view all of the lessons and studies for children and adults.

More information regarding Sunday School lessons can be found on www.edmodo.com. Contact Susan Porter:

porter_susan@sbcglobal.net ; home address: 9 Market Street; Middleville, MI 49333 for more information.

Preschool Activity

Read the story, “A Voice at Night” from The Beginner’s Bible .

Make sure to ask the students who they think is calling to Samuel if it is not Eli? Also, ask if they would be

able to go back to sleep if they kept hearing someone call their name. Explain that God can use anyone to do

his work, even little children.

Tell the story again while the little ones act it out:

✟ One at a time, have the children lie down and pretend they are sleeping.

✟ Another adult or child says, “Samuel,” or uses the child’s name.

✟ Child gets up and goes to the teacher. Teacher says, “I didn’t call you,

go lay back down.”

✟ Repeat this three times. On third time, teacher says, “Go lay down; if you hear your name again, then it

is the Lord that is calling you. Say, “I hear you, Lord!”

Elementary Lesson by Darl Temple

Purpose: To encourage children to listen to the Lord when he speaks to us by His Word in the Bible and Book

of Mormon through His servants. When we hear, we should use our talents to work for Him.

Scripture reading: The Lord called Samuel: l Samuel 3

Prayer: Keep purpose of the lesson in mind.

Supplies: Manila paper or newsprint; construction paper: white, light blue and various colors.

Opening Discussion: The words in the Bible and Book of Mormon are sometimes different than the words we

use because it was written many years ago and this was the way people talked. However, it is important to read

from these books, called scripture because God’s Spirit is there; it tells us how to be happy.

Read the story directly from the Bible, explaining as you read unfamiliar words and terms. (Even a young child

can get the gist of the story if read in this way.) As k someone to retell the story in his or her own words.

Ask Questions/Discussion: Why do we read the story of Samuel? (We learn that we should listen to the Lord

and obey Him.) Encourage students to ask a question for other children to answer, or to stump the teacher!

Jesus is pleased when we serve Him. We show Jesus we love Him when we do the things He asks. The Bible

says, (Read Psalm 100:2), “Serve the Lord with gladness.” When Jesus tells us to do something we should be

happy to do it like Samuel. The Bible and Book of Mormon tell us what He wants us to do. Ask students to hold

their Bible as they read or say, “Serve the Lord with gladness.”

How do we serve the Lord?

Samuel!

GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
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? Talk about obeying father and mother and others without complaining.

? Helping others when they are in need.

? Use our talents (things we know about and do best) to help others know about the Lord.

? Talk about what we do in church and how we conduct ourselves while in God’s house.

We should serve the Lord in His house (church) and wherever we are. The Lord wants us to listen when we are

in His house. Samuel helped in the Lord’s house, and we can too. We can help keep it nice and clean. If we love

Jesus, we will do what He asks. We are glad to serve Him and worship in His house.

Activity: Paper-tear a picture of Samuel in bed, the Lord calling to him. Use a 24” x 36” piece of newsprint,

placed vertically in front of each child. The top two-thirds of paper use light blue for background and white for

a jagged cloud, on which “Samuel, Samuel!” is printed. On bottom third of the paper, out of various colors,

paper tear Samuel lying down on a mat with a white robe on.

Song to sing: “Speak, My Lord” 137, Zion’s Hymnal

Closing prayer: Encourage the one offering the prayer to remember the lesson objective of listening to the

Lord when He speaks to us.

Middle School Activity

Paint a picture or write a poem or song that depicts a time that the Lord spoke to you, or of a time that you

followed the Lord’s commandments. Use your activity to share your testimony with others.

High Schoolby Steven Gill

Like the story of Samuel the phrase “Here I am” is full of meaning, and faith.

Read I Samuel chapters 1-3.

There are two key points I will focus on. The first is Samuel’s mother Hannah making an oath with God and

being greatly blessed when she followed through. In Matthew 5:33-37 Christ talks about swearing oaths. As

God promised in the Law of Moses when Hannah followed through she was blessed with more children.

However, Christ said swearing oaths should not be done. Verse 37 tells me to say what I mean and mean what I

say clearly.

Talk about what these scriptures say to you. Later in the story, Samuel hears someone call and goes to Eli

saying, “Here I am.” After three times, Eli realizes God is talking to Samuel and tells him how to talk to God.

We are not born knowing God’s voice or how to talk to Him. The scriptures tell us we are born with a sense of

right and wrong. Knowing God’s voice in all its forms takes education and practice. Just as Eli taught Samuel,

our parents teach us to pray and study. But God’s voice is also in dreams, visions, and even in an actual voice.

Samuel said, “Here I am” with a childlike faith, knowing Eli would not ask anything of him that was harmful or

not possible.

Challenges for you to do and discuss with your family, ministry, and friends:

1. Study in the word about the different voices of God.

2. Do acts of service and share how God blesses you.

3. If you think God is talking to you, share the experience with someone who has had spiritual

experience and test whether it is from God.

GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
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A Very Significant
LITTLE PILE of ROCKS

Continued from the “Story of the Small Pile of Stones” - 2015 Jan/Feb issue

These are excerpts from a two-part
article written by Sr. Angela Den-
ham Wheaton, the wife of our late
Apostle Clarence Wheaton. (July

and August, 1964 issues of the Zion’s
Advocate)

Sr. Angela wrote—
To me, even as a child, it was an

inspiring thought that when the
early elders of the Church of Christ
traveled to Independence, Missouri
in 1831, to dedicate the spot for the
building of the Temple to the Lord,
they, having been instructed of the
Lord as to its location and other
marks of identification, found it
exactly as they had been told.

Somewhere, many years ago, I
read that on “August 3, 1831, Joseph
Smith and several other elders (who
had traveled from New York to
dedicate that famous spot for the
building of the Temple) made their
way to the grassy knoll and they
found the pile of rocks there.”

My Grandfather, George Frisbey,
and Elder George Cole told us that
“when our people of the Church of
Christ returned to Independence in
1867, those stones were there
marking the northeast corner of the
contemplated Temple. They said
that during the years between 1833

(when the saints were driven out of
Independence), and 1867 (when they
returned), the natives of this area
identified the Temple Lot by this
pile of stones.”

As children, we were allowed to
play on the pile of stones, even pick
them up, handle them, examine them,
but never must we throw them or
carry them off because we were told
“they belong to mark the Temple.”
In the winter when the grass was dead
you could readily see the stones, but
when the grass was tall they were
quite well-hidden and you had to
hunt for them. I used to pick those

rocks up one at a time and examine
them carefully. Some of them were
very heavy; some were surprisingly
light; some had holes like tiny caves
going back into the inside of them
like, as I know now but did not know
then, lava from a volcano, and yet on
the outside they all looked the same
color and texture, like limestone
which is the native stone in this area.
Now that is what I figure happened
to the little pile of rocks; they
became crusted over by mineral
deposits.

Along about 1918, a few families
of Indians who had come to attend
the RLDS conference asked
permission to pitch their tepees on
the Temple Lot. They seemed to
have some deep, intense longing to
use this particular spot. The
privilege was given them and they,
even the children, were well behaved;
the rocks were never scattered
around even though their tepees were
set quite near the pile of rocks; they
were always neat and clean; no trash
was ever left lying around. We
enjoyed many happy hours visiting
with them and they never failed to
show their deep gratitude toward us
for the privilege we had given them.

The little rocks remained there
until about 1926-27. The story was

FROM the ARCHIVES

Sr. Angela Denham Wheaton
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that the caretaker had disposed of the
rocks, feeling they were in the way.

Unti l 1930 , there was an
indentation in the ground where the
rocks had lain. The indentation in
the center was about eight or nine
inches below the outer surface of the
ground. The pile in the center had
not been more than six or eight
inches high. If you measured from
the furthest stones in every direction
the measurement would be about
nine feet by twelve feet.

In 1946 the City Fathers wanted
Brother Wheaton to set up an
authentic Indian village as a part of
the Santa-Cali-Gon celebration.
They knew his interest in Indians and
that we both were of Indian
extraction. So he was persuaded and

brought Indians from widely
separated areas. One of the women
told me that, “from the landmarks
they located, this was the area where
in olden times, long before the
coming of the white man, all Indian
trails had converged, and from this
point spread in every direction like
the spokes of a wagon wheel from the
hub.”

The winter of 1948, we met an
outstanding young Navajo leader,
Edward Cowboy, and his family.
Edward had a desire to come to
Independence. Soon after his arrival
he announced one morning that he
would not eat breakfast and that he
wanted to look over the land in this
area. Sometime after eleven p. m., he
came in. He said he had found all the

landmarks he was looking for except
one, and that from the other
evidences he had found that
somewhere in this vicinity there
should be a little pile of rocks. In
amazement I asked, “What sort of a
little pile of rocks?” He said, “Oh,
not big rocks, certainly not bigger
than one’s hand; maybe not so big
rocks but what an Indian runner
could carry one in his hand or his
pocket for a long way.” Then he told
us an astonishing story of how many,
many years ago, before the white
man came, runners from every Indian
tribe had come together from every
direction to this center place, as if it
were the hub of a great wheel with
Indian Trails as great spokes
extending in every direction from

James Hedrick, George Cole, George Frisbey
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this center, and had deposited a small
stone, each from his own tribal area,
into a little heap marking this great
hub. I then told our Indian friend
about the significant pile of rocks
which had lain for so many years on
the Temple Lot. It aroused his very
keen interest. He asked many
questions about them, some of which
we could not answer, and he was most
disappointed.

Alma O. Frisbey, who was born in
Independence, September 12, 1867,
the first Latter Day Saint child born
in Independence after the expulsion
of 1833, and who died in 1954, then
told our Indian friend, that this little
pile of rocks had, throughout his
life, been on the same spot where the
marker now rests, and that he also
played on them as a child but never
disturbed them.

It fell to our lot, only a few short
years ago, to hear a more complete
story of that significant little pile of
rocks from the lips of a cherished
Indian friend and brother in the
church, a chieftain whom Clarence
had baptized some years ago.

Our Indian chieftain brother told
us that, “many ages before the white
man had come (and he, from his
study of the Book of Mormon,
places it in the Jaredite period), the
forefathers of the present Indian
people had had trade routes through
this great valley made by the
Mississippi, Missouri, and many
other rivers. Many of their trails
crossed in the area of the Old Indian
Spring. These had been the great
thoroughfares of that day. Many of
the people of that period had been of
very great size. Hatred grew among
the tribes and they became very

warlike. One day when several tribes
had met on the crossroads and with
their faces covered with war paint,
they fought furiously, determined to
fight each other to the death. They
looked, and behold, the Great Spirit
stood in their midst in the form of a
man. He told them many things. In
other words he preached to them and
prophesied to them. He told them to
cease fighting and killing off their
brethren, that they must live in peace;
that in the latter day a Temple was to
be built upon the spot on which He
stood (modern Indians refer to a
temple or any building for worship
of God as a Great Lodge), to which
He would come. He told them to go
to the river and wash off their war
paint and go back to their homes and
tell their people, and then send a
runner from each tribe with a small
stone that could be carried easily in
the hand, a native stone, indigenous
to their own homes, and deposit it in
a pile on the spot where He stood at
this hub of the great wheel, as a
symbol of their pledge to each other
and to their Creator that they would
live in peace, and to mark the spot
where the Great House of the Lord
would someday stand. So they went
to the Missouri River and washed off
their war paint; and so great was their
number and so great was the amount
of war paint that the waters of the
Old Missouri ran red like blood.
They went home and sent back a
runner, one from each tribe with a
little native stone, and deposited
them in a significant little pile which
for ages was a silent token and a
cornerstone marker for the Temple
of the Lord, our God and their God.
He met with them again at that time

and instituted among them the
ceremony of the peace pipe, which in
its significance to the Indian peoples
is very similar to our Sacrament
Service.

Our friend told us that Indians
also have another landmark by which
they locate the area where this great
hub of a wheel is to be found. They
say this area has a star, a greenish star
which appears low in the north sky
just a short time before midnight at a
certain time of year. He was quite
sure that was why Edward Cowboy
did not come back that night till
nearly midnight. Indians have given
that star the name, “Tasahadia,”
which means green and sort of
stationary, though not stationary as
the North Star is stationary.

Is it to be wondered at, in the face
of all these legends, that the Indians
who have visited the Temple Lot
have taken the shoes from their feet,
as they had reason to believe it had
been made sacred by the feet of their
Great White God? Both Moses and
Joshua were told of the Lord, each in
his day, to take their shoes off their
feet, for the place whereon they
stood was holy ground. Is it such a
travesty then for anyone in our day to
feel such a deep reverence for a
certain spot of ground that they
likewise felt constrained to remove
their shoes?

Angela Wheaton
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Happy New Year to every-
one of the household of the

House of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Our blessings during this season
of period of last year was far be-
yond explanation. To the
church this was a joyful season
of the year, and I knew that this
camp of 2014 was a camp of
restoration; the ordained minis-
try and the organizing commit-
tee met prior to the camp dates
to discuss the theme of the
camp, site, meals that were to
be offered to the campers, and
the spiritual well being of our
youths during this season pe-
riod. In the meeting, we knew
that God had chosen each and
every one of us to be a vital part
of His church through activities
such as this forthcoming camp
in bringing forth His work
through our young generation.
Each and every one was re-
minded that we need to stand
up for this call, to see our youths
grow both physically and spiri-
tually. The ministry and the sit-
ting committee in attendance
were reminded of this calling
and refreshed in the spirit of res-
toration.

The ministry sat on Satur-
day 18th November 2014 and

planned the event of the camp-
ers; all was planned and dates
were set for 1st up to 5th De-
cember 2014. The venue of the
camp was to be Green Valley
Academy. Letters were written
and sent to all the locals and
missions to notify them of this
occasion of our youths. The
scripture theme guiding and fo-
cusing us for the 2014 camp
was picked from the book of
Eccl: 12:1 (Oh young man take
care and you shall prosper in
the land). We all planned the
2014 youth camp to be differ-
ent from all the rest. We agreed
that we wanted spiritual growth
and development; we also
thought that we should give our
youths the opportunity to as-
sume the camp responsibilities
themselves. We felt that when

we see this happening with our
young people it is a training
ground for them. To develop as
spiritual leaders of the Church
of Christ, like the generation
preceding us, we can testify that
we learned so much about
God, Jesus and His church by
participating in the camp activi-
ties.

We realized that when we
encourage them to participate,
it is a means of training our
youths to jump in and get in-
volved in missionary work. The
youths’ participation in the
camp adds to their ability in the
service to God. The ministry
was in agreement with all our
suggestions, but some ordained
ministers were appointed to
lead and guide our youths
through teaching.

Wednesday was a day of
registration and a good number
of youths turned up on this day,
welcomed by fellow youths
who were appointed to take
part in the whole process. It was
the thrilling day for our youths,
welcomed, guided and
mentored by their fe l low
youths. All of us watched from
a distance how they did all this
with full energy, and we knew

REPORT
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God was work-
ing among our
young people
and He surely
was preparing
them for the
task ahead of
them.

T h u r s d a y
was a bright
and sunny day
for us. Before
teaching began
we had a song
service and tes-
timonies of how
God helped
most of us to be at the camp
safely. Opening remarks were
made by the attending ministry
and each encouraged the
youths to be participants of this
year’s camp and take it seri-
ously, as it is time to spiritually
determine their physical and
spiritual growth.

Many voices were lifted up
in songs and prayers of
thanksgiving during this period
of time for the whole year that
the Lord had taken care of.
Brother Moses Ohuru, who is
an elder in the church, gave
guidance through the teach-
ings; he spoke about the apos-
tasy and gave his references
from Matt.16:18. He spoke
how our Lord was going to
build His church and how the
gates of hell were not to prevail
against His church. Elder
Ohuru asked the campers to
take heed upon them and make
i t a responsibi l i ty to be

overseers and to feed the
church of Christ. The Lord was
aware that as He departed
grievous wolves would enter
among His disciples, not spar-
ing even the f lock (Acts
20:28-31). He further said we
have been warned to be watch-
ful. His scripture references,
which can be read, are from 2
Thes. 2:1-11, Amos 8:1-13,
Amos 3:7, Daniel 2:37-44, Isa-
iah 29:1. Then we took a lunch
break, and after lunch and song
services our afternoon teach-
ings were given by Brother
Isaac Ondimu. He wanted to
know practically if the youths
understood what the Book of
Mormon was and its purpose;
he said the church has been in
Kenya and in Kisii for a long
time for us all to have a good
understanding of the Book of
Mormon. He started by ex-
plaining that the Book of Mor-
mon is a record of three sepa-

rate ancient
m i g r a t i o n
groups of peo-
ple led by God
from the old
world to the
Americas; he
further told the
youth and
those in atten-
dance how
God delivered
this people
from the
hands of the
enemies and
gave them a

promised land. The book is a
history of king’s religion, wars
and the rise and fall of great na-
tions. He further explained
how it is meant to be a witness
to the validity of the Holy Bible
in many ways.

He further explained that
the most important purpose of
this book is to teach and em-
phasize to us to believe the Gos-
pel of salvation through Jesus
Christ as recorded in our Bibles.
He never stopped there; he
gave the campers references
from II Nephi 3:195-197, John
10:16. He further told the
campers and those in atten-
dance that the Book of Mormon
teaches the same ordinance
contained in the Bible, and they
should not be lied to that it is a
false book as all that we read is
confirmed in the Bible.

After supper and song ser-
vice, Bro. Shadrack concluded
on the book of Mormon by

� The ministry in the lesson hall.
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summarizing what Bro. Isaac
Ondimu had taught by explain-
ing that the three separate an-
cient migrations were the
Jaredites, the Nephites and the
Mulekites, and he gave his ref-
erences from I Nephi 1:3,
18-20, Genesis 49:22, Jer
39:1-2, 6, 7; and he finished his
lesson by crowning his message
from Helaman 3:55-57. He fi-
nally led the gathering into a
season of prayer of
thanksgiving and praise to our
Lord to have brought the
youths this far. Brother Omonyi
and others crowned the entire
day by encouraging the youths
to be watchful as this is the end
times, and told our youths to be
watchful of the Ten Command-
ments. He gave the book of 1
Samuel 15: 2-3, that whatever
God says in the Ten Command-
ments is spoken in His covenant

people. He also told the youths
that when God inflicts punish-
ment on His children He limits
this to third or fourth genera-
tion; when He shows mercy, it is
to the thousands of them that
love Him and keep His com-
mandments (Exodus 20:6).
Besides this the word of God
shows that a curse is rolled
away from children who dis-
tance themselves from the sins
of their parents, as evidenced
by the history of the children of
Korah; a text like Ezekiel 18:20
also points in that direction.

The youths were told to
have fear of the Lord in heart.
The fear in the heart of God’s
children is therefore a childlike
fear; this fear originates from
the love of the Lord in the re-
birth. Everything is provided
even though we do not immedi-
ately have the consciousness of

it. The love of God which has
been poured out in the heart in
the rebirth, there comes a long-
ing and a yearning after God.
When his father is away then
that little child longs for the time
that his father is home again
and is close by him. In the fear
of the Lord we begin to experi-
ence that we are separated far
from God because of sin, and
that sin has made a great gap
between us and the Lord. That
leads to a deep sorrow in the
heart.

Brother Stephen Kengara
and some other ministry took
the youths through scripture
and memory reciting, and the
youths displayed their talents in
all manner. They also helped
our youths set up a play game
for all to be participants, which
illustrated more on holding tight
to the Rod of Iron. Brother Ste-

� Holding onto the Rod of Iron
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phen will always be remem-
bered for his hilarious memora-
ble games and challenges that
the youths have come to love
very much in all the camps we
have held. Below I include the
pictures which I took to be in-
cluded in this report.

I, Sister Margaret, was given
an opportunity to speak to our
youths, and give some encour-
aging words to them so that
there would be gender balanc-
ing in the camp, as we had both
young men and women in at-
tendance. I stood up by en-
couraging the youths to be
drawn close to the Lord, and I
encouraged the youths that
whatever was wrong in their
lives, all who were in their pres-
ence was available to tell them
that Jesus Christ is the only an-
swer to their unanswered ques-
tions. I gave an example, how a
little one will at the time of pun-
ishment still crawl back to his fa-
ther. Sometimes the father will
punish and the child will go
away, but eventually he crawls
back to be by his father again!
And I said this is more than our
Jesus, because He will not even
wait for us to crawl back; He
stretches out His hand all the
time, showing us His endless
love, mercies, forgiveness, for
us as His children. I further said
congregations will have some
learning and adjusting to do.
Perhaps the first lesson will be to
strive to see matters through
God’s eyes. God looks at the
heart and the motive behind ef-

forts more than at how well the
job is done. If children and
youth are discouraged by criti-
cism during their early attempts
to serve, how can they be ex-
pected to offer their time and
talents willingly later in life?
Moreover, given the expectancy
of God for work that young
people can bring to ministry,
perhaps adults have as much to
learn from younger people’s
faith as younger people have to
benefit from the experience of
elders and the Ministry. I re-
member giving a Bible story of
Samuel anointing David: God
recruited an adult, Samuel, to
identify David, a youth, as
God’s anointed. God needs
willing, discerning adults who
can identify gifts, look beyond
outward appearances, and be
open to the prompting of the

Holy Spirit to mentor our chil-
dren and youths into ministry,
and keep the Church of Christ
alive even after the adults have
departed. I further said young
people respond wonderfully to
meaningful relationships with
caring adults who take a genu-
ine interest in helping them im-
prove in areas in which they are
gifted and interested. I asked
the attending ministry that once
the youths go back to their lo-
cals and missions we need good
feedback, regular encourage-
ment, liberal amounts of praise,
and occasional constructive
criticism to help them develop
their gifts. Obviously this takes
time and a long-term commit-
ment.

A word of caution to our
youths: we know that the
youths are quick to spot when
you are being patronizing!
From this year’s camp we have
realized that you want to be in-
volved in worthwhile endeav-
ors and need to be involved on
a meaningful and ongoing ba-
sis. And for this we appreciate
all of you for the doings and be-
ing involved in all the activities;
my emphasis to you is that if a
youth has a gift for reading the
scriptures in worship, for exam-
ple, they should be asked to do
so regularly, not just on special
occasions. Under the care and
direction of adult mentors,
young people can be involved
in many aspects of church min-
istry. Here are a few ideas for
youth with the following gifts

� Sister Margaret monitoring Youth

Activities
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and personality traits:

�Dramatic - participating in the
ministry of the word through
readings, drama, and puppet
plays.

�Musical - participating and
leading worship through music.

�Caring - being buddies for new
youths and children attending
church, playing with younger
children in the Sunday School.

� Practical - helping keep the
church clean, caring for the
church grounds and repairs.

� Extroverts - welcoming people
to worship.

� Everyone - participating in
service and outreach for us to
win many into the Restoration
Gospel and more especially the
church of Christ (TL).

The youth and children in
our pews are not the church of
tomorrow; they are very much
a part of the church today. We
don’t have to wait for them to
grow up; the time is now and it
is our responsibility to help
them be the true leaders of to-
morrow.

We had to close this Satur-
day for dinner to be served, and
almost the entire ministry en-
couraged the youths by telling
them that whatever was wrong
in their lives, the ministry was
available to tell them that Jesus
Christ is the only answer to their
unanswered questions, and
asked them to be very active in
their locals and missions, and
know that they needed to be
role models so that the youths
in their communities may have
the desire for Christ.

On Sunday we woke up
with joyful hearts. The hall was
filled with songs and choruses
as we awaited the speaker of
this special day to deliver the
service. Brother Simion Monari
said, as we know that we have
the final day here today we
should all of us make a commit-
ment to making the youth camp
a continuation of hope, as we
all reach out to our communi-
ties with the love of Christ. He
said the coming together of the
church encouraged many.
Brother Simion said the coming
together of the youths encour-
age others in the gospel strug-
gle; he further said seeing
youths together praising God
gives us a sense of hope that
things will get better in our to-
day’s society. None of the
youths wanted to leave; how-
ever, it was time to come to an
end, but many were left chal-
lenged for the forthcoming
youth camp 2015, and were en-
couraged to go to their locals
and missions to share the testi-
monies of how the camp has
been able to change their lives
and the impact it has made in
their spiritual life.

Our Ministry did a great
work by providing spiritual
guidance and relationship
building for our youths, as well
as those who came from other
denominations who were in-
vited, and also those who found
their way to the camp with no
invitation. Sincerely this was a
beautiful closing ceremony to

us all. The youths were encour-
aged by being told that what-
ever was wrong in their lives,
the ministry was available to tell
them that Jesus Christ is the
only answer to their unan-
swered questions. Many young
people were appreciated in
helping preparing good meals
and maintaining cleanliness,
and bringing order while at the
campsite.

We thank God for how far
we have come this 2014 with
our youths since when we first
began; we have seen youths
getting married in the church,
young boys and girls growing
and joining universities and col-
leges, which is a blessing for our
church in the future genera-
tions.

We thank our African Mis-
s ionar ies , Brother Smith
Brickhouse, Brian Mcindoo
and Duane Ely and all our
Brothers and Sisters who made
it possible for this camp to be a
success. May our good Lord
continue to bless all of you as
we spread this gospel all over
the world using every kind of
weapon that we have, to see
that the gospel has been re-
stored to the world.

May God Bless all
In the Gospel Bond,
Sister Margaret Moraa

Kerosi
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2015 COLORADO REUNION
Greetings from the Grand Junc-

tion Church of Christ local. We
enjoyed a Spirit-filled weekend at
our reunion in June. It was great to
see everyone that made the effort to
come and share in this joyous time.
We had a packed sanctuary all
three days with 70-75 people in at-
tendance.

Friday morning Brother Bob
Hedrick opened our prayer ser-

vice by reading Psalm 100, verse 4
specifically, “Enter into his gates
with thanksgiving, and into his
courts with praise: be thankful unto
him, and bless his name.” We
started the service with a season of
prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord
that really set the tone for our ser-
vices. If you were to give a theme to
Friday’s testimonies, it would be
that God has a plan, He prepares
the way, and we need to listen to His
still voice. From finding lost keys,
God’s blessing through major trials,
to avoiding a downpour while on a
motorcycle, God will direct if we
listen to that still, small voice, and
we need to remember the chal-
lenges and sacrifices those that
have gone before us have made to
endure to the end. Not surprisingly,
Rich Bove gave a sermon titled,
“How do you recognize God’s
voice?” He gave seven good ques-
tions to ask yourself when you feel
like God is speaking to you. Bob
Oldham spoke later that day, ex-
horting us, “For unto whomsoever
much is given, of him shall be much
required: and to whom men have
committed much, of him they will
ask the more” (Luke 12:48). He re-

minded us of the great gift we have
in the gospel and our responsibility
to share that gift with others, which
requires sacrifice. Friday evening
the young people enjoyed a camp-
fire near the pond at the Hedrick
home. They shared their favorite
Bible or Book of Mormon verse and
why it was their favorite. They also
discussed times that they had felt
the Spirit.

Saturday morning service began
with Psalm 118:24, “This is the

day which the LORD hath made; we
will rejoice and be glad in it.” The
theme of this service emphasized
that the day we are living in re-
quires us to have greater diligence;
it takes 100% of our effort to serve
the Lord. Also of great importance
is having a testimony of the truth of
the Book of Mormon. In the after-
noon, Bob Hedrick and Gordon
McCann led a group discussion on
the topics, “What do you expect to
face in the future and how do you
prepare?” The general ized
thought was that we are presently
living in comfort that we will surely
lose. We are dropping our spiritual
weapons as well as compromising
our beliefs. To prepare we need to:
seek first the kingdom of God, make
God a priority, put on the whole ar-
mor of God, be opportunistic in
sharing the gospel with our kids
and neighbors, pray for discern-
ment and practice listening to His
still, small voice. The answer to
preparing is through His word.
Saturday evening Jay Moser spoke
about addictions and the admoni-
tion from 1 Corinthians 6:20, “For

ye are bought with a price: there-
fore glorify God in your body, and
in your spirit, which are God’s.”
We also need to be humble like Da-
vid and be willing to be corrected.

Sunday morning Brother Duane
Ely opened our sacrament ser-

vice by talking about how he and
many others had grown up in the
Colorado local or had major events
in their spiritual walk take place
here. Duane commented on how if
it wasn’t for the Colorado local
many of us most likely wouldn’t be
a part of the Church of Christ. This
rang true for me. If this local were
not here, I’m not sure that my hus-
band’s family would have moved
here from Nebraska, and then I
wouldn’t have ever met my hus-
band John and, in turn, never been
introduced to the Church of Christ.
You can imagine how thankful I am
for this little Colorado local.
Brother Joel Yates reminded us
Sunday night about our need to be
ready and to prepare our hearts
and minds because the coming of
the Lord draweth nigh. “But he that
shall endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved” Matthew 24:13.

It was a wonderful time spent in
the presence of our Lord, who filled
us both physically and spiritually,
as we fellowshipped with our dear
brothers and sisters.

In Him,
Julie Larsen
Liza Hedrick

REPORT
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Greeting from very warm Phoenix!
I could not believe the most wonderful

May we had here in the valley. The temper-
atures were just marvelous. I had hoped it
was a precursor to the summer. Well, not
so much. I think I heard that June was in
the top 5 of the hottest ever.

So, what have we been up to? On Satur-
day, April 11th, the church carnival was
held. What a fun time! During the month
of May, there were several activities for
families to participate in. We had movie
night at church on Friday, May 1st. The
yearly salsa competition was held on May
9th, and a second pizza fundraiser for new
playground equipment and irrigation up-
grade occurred on Saturday, May 23rd. A
big thank you goes out to all
who participated.

At the June 3rd business
meeting at church, much
was discussed about the
purchase of new or refur-
bished pews for the congre-
gation. There were many
views on whether new seat-
ing was needed, and what
type of seating that should
be. No decisions were made
and much prayer is needed
to help us make decisions
on the best route to take with
the future of the Phoenix
local.

Finally, on June 21st, a
Father’s Day Special was
held for all to enjoy. Several

young people graduated, including our Br.
Zach Yates with a degree in Fire Science,
and Sr. Didi Galvan from high school. Best
wishes to our Br. Zach Yates and Sr. Sasha
Gill who announced their engagement this
spring.

As usual, many of our ministry were out
in all parts of the world. It’s important to
remember to keep them all in our prayers.
It seems like it is becoming more danger-
ous to travel all the time.

In addition, there are many right at
home that need blessings. Our Sr. Amy
Moser continues to have challenges. Sr.
Marlene Oar is still fighting. Br. Glenn
Saracino is having serious problems with
his foot and certainly can use your prayers

to help battle this problem.
Many, many others are having
medical, financial and per-
sonal problems. I think we
need to especially think about
and pray for those who are
dealing with the question of
faith.

I would pray that you all
have a blessed and enjoyable
summer.

Your Sister in Christ,
Sr. DiAnn Hedrick

NEWS

PHOENIX
Local News

Sasha & Zach

Didi Galvan
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O
ur greetings to everyone from the
Independence East Local.

The 2015 Local business meeting
took place April 14th. Our new pas-
tor is Elder Rick Olson and our assis-
tant pastor is Elder Isaac “Bick”
Brockman; Br. David Rudd will con-
tinue as our Sunday School Superin-
tendent, with Br. Pat Fisher as
Assistant Superintendent.

April 30th Sr. Deb Haines under-
went open-heart surgery. Her two
tissue valves needed to be replaced
with two mechanical valves. Surgery
went well and she was greatly
blessed of the Lord with not needing
to have a pacemaker put in. After
sixteen days in the hospital she was
released to go home with husband
Bruce. Meals were brought to them
by the East Local ladies, home
health nurses visited and God
blessed abundantly. Sr. Deb started
her 36 sessions of Cardiac-Rehab on
June 2. Her recovery is going very
well.

In May our Apostles Mike McGhee
and Jay Moser made a missionary
trip to the Philippines. They were

there to attend the Young People’s
Youth Camp. We understand it was
an exceptional camp this year.

In the month of June some of our
local members were able to travel to
the Idaho and Colorado Reunions.
The following week some of our local
members traveled to the Michigan
Reunion.

On June 24th we were blessed
with a special service for our normal
Wednesday evening prayer service.
This service was meant to celebrate
God’s blessings in establishing this
choice nation of liberty. We enjoyed
specials done by the young people’s
Sunday school classes, specials
done by adults who volunteered, and
a short video on the subject. We also
enjoyed a sermon given by Elder
Steve McGhee. Afterward tasty re-
freshments were served in the an-
nex. It was a very nice evening of
remembrance of America’s heri-
tage.

Saturday afternoon, June 27th, a
Father/Son Picnic was sponsored by
the Women’s Department and Social
Committee, held at Craig and Jane

Ann Carmichael’s Home. The men
joined eagerly in the food, fishing,
fun and fellowship. The event was
well attended and a good time was
had by all.

Please remember these loved
ones in your prayers: Apostle Wil-
liam Sheldon for his general health
and eyes i gh t ; E lder Char les
Brantner who is suffering breathing
difficulties; sr. Dana Taylor who is
having severe migraines; the
Granger Family who are mourning
the passing of Rusty’s brother; Apos-
tle Buzz Brickhouse continues to
have regular treatments and check-
ups for cancer; and sr. Sheila Sarratt
who is suffering from severe head-
aches and has concerns about her
job.

May God bless you all is our
prayer,

Sr. Deb Haines

NEWS
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NOTICES

CCEG
The Church of Christ Email Group is a church
member-only (and spouses, even if not a mem-
ber) email communication group existing to keep
the general church membership informed about
prayer needs, blessings, and more. It does not
have officially elected management (member
volunteer only), although it regularly functions
for the Church of Christ for missionary news and
various announcements, like state rallies and re-
unions.
If you have email capability and are not a mem-
ber of the CCEG, you may join by first visiting the
Web site at www.cceg.net and after reading
about us on the home page, click the link in the
left sidebar, “Join the CCEG” and follow the sim-
ple instructions.
If any existing members feel you are not getting
CCEG emails as expected, contact the CCEG
manager (below) so you can be verified.
Rhea Housknecht
CCEG Manager
ccegmgr@gmail.com

THE HOPE of ZION
The Board of Publications has made available a
copy of the report from the Committee to Study
Zion entitled, The Hope of Zion. Contact Elder
Robert Oldham at rwoldham1@sbcglobal.net,
or any member of the Board.

AVA WEBSITE
On the Church of Christ AVA web site you will be
able to access media such as archived sermons
in video and audio formats, past issues of Zion’s
Advocate, searchable Bible and Book of Mor-
mon studies and Sunday School lessons. Real
time live streamed sermons are broadcast every
Sunday at 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. central time,
which can also be accessed from the site. We in-
vite you to take a look and discover what a useful
tool this site can be in expanding your knowl-
edge and fa i th . The address is
www.cocsermons.net.

CORRESPONDENCE

COMMITTEE
The General Church Correspondence Commit-
tee would like to extend the opportunity for any
who wish to communicate through written corre-
spondence to contact one of the following three
committee members:

MARLENE COBB (Chairman)
725 S. Pickwick
Springfield, MO 65802
SUE PORTER
9 Market St.
Middleville, MI 49333
PAT MCCANN
18808 N. 30th St.
Phoenix, AZ 85050

ANNOUNCEMENT
The Church of Christ Library is now offering digi-
tal materials! We have “Church of Christ” materi-
als in the Library that we would like to share digi-
tally; check often, as we are adding to our file as
we see things you may have an interest in!
Examples of those things downloaded are:

� Book of Commandments (Church of Christ 1833
edition)

� Church of Christ—A Few of the Differences, by
Priest Bill Malone

� Revelation given to James E. Yates May 1, 1927

� Revelation given to Granville Hedrick April 1864

� Revelation given to Granville Hedrick April 1865

� Points of the True Church (Study) —Author
unknown

� Points of Uniqueness to the Church of Christ
(Study) by Elder Andy Brantner

� The Hope of Zion (study) done by the Zion
Committee

� Vision given to A. M. Smith 9-7-1964

� Vision of the temple given to Apostle T. J. Jordan
1931

Please go to the AVA Webs i te a t
http://www.cocsermons.net. Go to the “Re-
sources” tab, then the “Library Resources” but-
ton. There you will find a button labeled “Book
and Document Library.” Click on it. Go to the
“Online Library Documents,” and it will take you
to an alphabetical listing of materials.

Alan W. Scott
April 22, 1935~March 25, 2014

A
lan W. Scott passed from this
life at his home on March 25,

2014, at 8:40 a.m. He leaves be-
hind his wife, Bernice May Scott
(Carney) of Marne, Michigan; a
brother, Lowell Scott of Sparta,
Michigan; sons Alan Scott, Jr. of
Kent City, Michigan, Edmond
Scott of Grand Rapids, Michigan,
David Scott of Colorado Springs,

Colorado; daughter Beverly Scott,
who lives at home with her mother;
plus many grand and great grand-
children.

Alan was born in Elk Rapids,
Michigan, April 22, 1935. He
served in the Armed Services and
worked as a Technician for a local
utilities company.

Brother Alan was a member of the

Church of Christ (Temple Lot),
Bradley, Michigan local, and held
the office of Priest.

He will be missed by family and
many friends.

OBITUARY (revised)
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS NOTICE
To insure your membership records remain as current as possible when moving or relocating, fill out this form
and return it to the Church of Christ (Temple Lot), Attn: General Church Recorder, P.O. Box 472, Independence,
MO 64051-0472, or e-mail the information to churchofchristrecorder@gmail.com. One form per family, please.

MEMBER’S NAME: (First) (Middle) (Last)

OLD ADDRESS: (Street address)

(City) (State) (Zip)

NEW ADDRESS: (Street address)

(City) (State) (Zip)

NAMES of all Church of Christ (Temple Lot) members residing at new address:

CHANGING

YOUR

ADDRESS?
Speed delivery
of your Zion’s
Advocate by
sending us your
new address im-
mediately. Each
unde l iverab le
Zion’s Advocate
costs the church
more than the
value of a first
class stamp, in
addition to regu-
lar postage.

VISIT US AT:

churchofchrist-tl.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
Prices for continental U.S. only, plus shipping & handling charges.

Zion’s Advocate Subscription Rate Members (optional) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.00

Zion’s Advocate Subscription Rate Non-Members . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.00

Babylon’s Fall and the Way of Escape. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.50

Book of Commandments (plastic bound) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00

Book of Commandments (hardcover) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11.00

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—plastic) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.00

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition reprint—leatherette) . . . . . . . . 46.00

A Book of Mormon Companion (plastic) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00

Book of Mormon Concordance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.00

Changing of the Revelations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

History of the Church of Christ Volumes I & II . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00

Libro De Mormon (Spanish) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.00

A Marvelous Work and a Wonder, by Daniel MacGregor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.50

Outline History of the Church of Christ (paperback) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.00

Temple Lot Deed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..30

Thumbnail Sketch of the Book of Mormon (paperback) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00

Un Librio de Mandamientos - Spanish Book of Commandments (paperback) . 3.00

What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.50

Zion’s Hymnal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.00

THE FOLLOWING GENERAL CHURCH PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE:*

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830
Apostasy from the New Testament Church
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Article of Faith, #1 (concerning God; earliest Restora-

tion history)
Article of Faith, #9 - (concerning the Bible and Book of

Mormon)
Baptism for the Dead—A Fallacy
The Book of Commandments - Its Role in the History

of the Restoration
Brief Commentary: Book of Commandments & Doc-

trine and Covenants
A Brief History of the Church of Christ
A Call to National Repentance - Hearken to the Words

of Jesus Christ
The Christian Sabbath is the Lord’s Day - Sunday
Colored Tracts to Native Americans: 1) Book in the

Stone Box 2) Did You Know? 3) Epistle to American
Indians 4) Promises of God and Straight Talk

Concerning Marriage and Polygamy
The Cost of Salvation
Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You

Belong?
El Libro De Mondamientos - Su Funcion En La Historia

De La Restauracion DeLa Iglesia De Cristo
(Spanish Book of Commandments Commentary)

Evidences of the Book of Mormon
First Presidency or First Apostles?

God’s Promises to Israel
God’s Purpose in America
The Great Plan of Redemption
Is Marriage for Time and Eternity?—A Fallacy
The Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem
A Latter Day Apostasy
The Latter Day Restoration
The Position of the Council of the Apostles Regard-

ing Some Issues of Today
Priesthood—Divine Authority
Principles of the Gospel—Baptism
Principles of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel—Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement
Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus
Some Misconceptions about the Book of Mormon
A Synopsis (Compares beliefs of three Restoration

churches)
That Sacred Spot is Definitely Located
The Teachings of the Gospel - As verified in the Bible

and Book of Mormon
What about the Book of Mormon?
Why? (Amplifies absence of a First Presidency in

Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord

*Donations will be accepted to cover postage & print-
ing costs . (Mul t ip le cop ies ava i lab le :
6-50¢/100-$5.85 plus postage.)




