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W
hen fall came again, the inhabitants of
Plymouth colony had much to be thankful
for. Governor William Bradford rose and

offered a prayer. “Thank you Lord for sending
Squanto to us. We know Your hand has been on him
through all of his trials and that You have prepared
him to be our guide and friend in a time of great need.
Squanto is Your living answer to our tears and
prayers.”

With the help of Squanto, the pilgrims of
Plymouth prospered and went on to establish a
government under which every man could worship
God according to the dictates of his own conscience.
God was preparing this land of freedom to be the
place where His gospel would one day be restored.

—Adapted from “Squanto and the Miracle of
Thanksgiving,” by Eric Metaxas.
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By Apostle Roland Sarratt

W
e who are members of

the Church of Christ
have claimed the distinc-

tion of having the fullness of the
gospel of Christ which was re-
stored to us in these latter days
both in word and authority.
Just how worthy we are to claim
such an honor is questionable.
If we individually have compre-
hended the word of God we
know that each of us have been
called to be more than just a
church member; we have been

called to be perfect in Christ
(Moroni 10:30).

There is no greater calling,
and the challenge may seem too
great to be real to our natural
thinking. Perhaps we should
ask a couple of questions: are we
able to respond to the imposing
thought that we are to be like
Jesus Christ? Can we dare to
hope that we could overcome
the ugly human ways that keep
us from attaining that higher
level of righteousness to which
we have been called?

The scriptures repeatedly
tell us that with the help of the
Spirit of God and the teachings
of Christ we can be like Jesus
Christ. More than that, Jesus
Himself commands us to follow
His example. With such positive
instructions we cannot let the
carnal man with his multitude
of excuses persuade us to think
or do otherwise.

The Lord is very much
aware of our situation. He gave
us sufficient information, even
in plainness, that we might rise
above the many stum-
bling-blocks which are charac-

teristic of the Gentile times.
Let us go to the words of Christ
which He spoke from the mount
to the multitude that gathered
to hear him as he began his min-
istry to the Jews:

Ye have heard that it hath
been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine en-
emy. But I say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for
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them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you; That
ye may be the children of your
Father which is in heaven: for
he maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and
on the unjust. For if ye love
them which love you, what re-
ward have ye? do not even the
publicans the same? And if ye
salute your brethren only,
what do ye more than others?
do not even the publicans so?
Be ye therefore perfect, even as
your Father which is in
heaven is perfect (Matthew
5:43-48).

Quite often we are inclined
to just quote the 48th verse, not
considering the point that Jesus
was making. To be perfect even
as our Father in heaven is per-
fect is truly a commandment to
all of us, but to isolate it from
what Jesus had just stated pre-
viously does not give sufficient
understanding for the reason of
the commandment.

Most of the people to whom
Jesus was speaking at that time
knew very little about the plan
of salvation which He had just
commenced teaching them. If
any of them had been baptized
it would have been by John the
Baptist. What Jesus was intro-
ducing to them was practically
new to that generation. For
that reason He countered what
they had been taught with a
new commandment, love your
enemies, etc. He then explained
why they should love their ene-
mies and pointed them to their
heavenly Father as one Who
loves all mankind. The Father

is our example of love and the
very origin of love. He is indeed
perfect in all things.

Throughout the sermon on
the mount Jesus gave certain
commandments, and also gave
adequate reasons for the com-
mandments, which are based
upon the divine will of God. The
authority by which He spoke
was given Him of the Father,
which contrasted the teachings
of the Jews. He did not philoso-
phize the truth, but spoke as
one having superior knowledge
and divine authority, which in-
deed He did.

Jesus himself was experi-
encing a great trial by confront-
ing a rebellious people. At the
same time He was being tested
for his obedience to the Father.
Paul explained it this way:

Though he were a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered; And
being made perfect, he became
the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him;
Called of God an high priest
after the order of Melchisedec
(Heb. 5:8-10).

Through His obedience to
the Father Jesus exemplified
the very words He spoke. Every
commandment was taught in
word and in deed by the Son of
God. He truly lived the gospel
which He taught. He was the
perfect sacrifice to atone for the
sins of the world. He provided
the means to redeem us from
the fall of man.

The fact that Jesus had to
go through certain grievous tri-
als that He might learn obedi-
ence gives us a special insight

into our own situation. Jesus
had to partake of that bitter cup
to prove to the Father that He
was worthy to be that perfect
sacrifice. He did not suffer to
overcome His own sins as we
might have to do, for He had
none. His suffering was part of
the sacrifice which draws us
ever closer to Him in knowing
that He gave himself totally to
atone for the sins of the world.
His suffering may not exempt
us from having to suffer also in
a similar way that we might per-
sonally learn obedience. We
must trust that whatever trials
or persecutions we might expe-
rience are a test of God to prove
that we will obey Him regard-
less of what we might deem just
in our eyes.

By the reasoning of our
minds we might say that Jesus’
suffering was unjust, and in
truth it was. Jesus did nothing
to deserve the suffering and
death that He experienced. No
tribunal of justice would convict
Him in heaven or in earth; only
a people hardened in sin would
demand such a horrible death
as He suffered. This unjust per-
secution was passed on to Jesus’
disciples:

If the world hate you, ye
know that it hated me before it
hated you. If ye were of the
world, the world would love
his own: but because ye are not
of the world, but I have chosen
you out of the world, therefore
the world hateth you (John
15:18, 19).

Beyond the comprehension
of man is the divine will of God.
In Him is the bittersweet love
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that requires those created in
His likeness to prove their love
to Him by simply doing what He
asks them to do. This is particu-
larly revealed in scriptural his-
tory. Abraham was commanded
to take his only son into the
mount to sacrifice him. Only
when Abraham raised the knife
to bring the fatal wound of
death did the angel stop him. As
the great and last sacrifice, Je-
sus suffered that fatal wound of
death.

Whether or not we are able
to comprehend a sense of right-
ness in that action, we are con-
victed by the higher level of di-
vine truth contained in the
thought that it is right in the
eyes of God. It is the Father’s
imposing will that the sacrifice
had to be accomplished to bring
us all into submission to His
will. As we face this fact we
have no recourse to think other-
wise unless we harden our
hearts against God and go con-
trary to His will, which brings
everlasting condemnation. In
doing that we have proven
nothing. Only in submission to
the will of the Father, which is
exemplified in the life of Jesus
Christ, can we hope for the sal-
vation of our souls which was
provided by Jesus. Jesus did the
will of the Father contrary to
His own will and allowed
Himself to be sacrificed for our
sins.

Truly the plan of salvation
given of God can save us from
our sins, which makes us pure
and clean before Him. God did
not send His only begotten Son
to save us in our sins, for we
cannot stand in the presence of

God guilty of unrepented sins.
Therefore this day of probation
is given for us to prepare our-
selves by repenting of our sins,
putting off those things that are
an offense unto God and
putting on the things that are
characteristic of Christ. Jesus
is our example, our teacher and
our Savior.

In consideration of this we
might think of the command-
ment to be perfect as a goal for
us to endeavor to reach, and this
we are to do no matter how im-
possible it might seem at times.
Two other commandments that
go with this commandment are
to love God with all our heart,
soul, mind and strength and our
neighbor as ourselves (see Mark
12:30, 31). These also are goals
that might seem difficult at
times. The one simple truth
about these commandments is
the high calling Christ has
given to us to strive to attain.
This can only be reached by
striving to be like him.

There are many points in
the scriptures concerning these
commandments which ade-
quately point us to the goal of
perfection. First we need to
consider how we are to be per-
fected and what parts of our be-
ing are we going to concentrate
on in being perfected. There are
three specific areas that are
pointed out in the scriptures:
knowledge, desire and works.
Knowledge is attained through
our mind or intellect, our heart
is the seat of desire and our
works give evidence of both our
knowledge and our desires
through our words and actions.

Knowledge is usually ob-

tained by observation and
study, but quite often we simply
learn by trial and error. A true
knowledge of divine things goes
through a process of exercising
our faith and hope in what we
read, hear or observe. By con-
templating the worth of such
things we are led to give heed to
them and to put them to test in
our own lives. If they prove to
be worthy of our trust we alter
our lifestyle by self application,
making them moral laws in our
minds.

If our endeavors to know
the truth stops at the intellec-
tual level we have learned noth-
ing that will benefit us. Our
knowledge will make us ac-
countable in that we know what
is right and wrong, but if we fail
to choose good over evil that
knowledge becomes condemna-
tion to us. The scriptures indi-
cate that we would be better off
not knowing the truth.

A person can have a head
knowledge of the truth of the
gospel of Christ and not really
know it in his heart. To know
the truth in our hearts is to
have an appreciation of the
truth. That usually requires a
spiritual experience that has
touched our spirit and given us
a desire to receive more of the
same. In turn this gives us a de-
sire to share our experience
with others. The next step is to
move out in faith in doing good
works. That big word “do” is
the proof that we have truly
learned the truth. It is that
which produces good works and
our works will stand as evidence
when we are judged at the last
day.
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Mormon recorded the
words that Christ spoke to his
disciples just prior to his depar-
ture:

Write the things which ye
have seen and heard, save it
be those which are forbidden;
write the works of this people,
which shall be even as hath
been written of that which
hath been; For behold, out of
the books which have been
written, and which shall be
written, shall this people be
judged, for by them shall their
works be known unto men.
And behold, all things are
written by the Father; there-
fore out of the books which
shall be written, shall the
world be judged. And know ye
that ye shall be judges of this
people, according to the judg-
ment which I shall give unto
you, which shall be just;
Therefore what manner of
men ought ye to be? Verily I
say unto you, Even as I am.
And now I go unto the Father
(3 Ne.13:1-5).

Jesus commissioned His
disciples to be the judges of that
people and with that commis-
sion He admonished them to be
like Him. Perfect judgement re-
quires perfection of the judge.
His calling to His disciples was
nothing less than to be perfect.

Earlier Mormon wrote
these words expressly to us:

And now there can not be
written in this book, even a
hundredth part of the things
which Jesus did truly teach
unto the people; but behold the
plates of Nephi do contain the

more part of the things which
he taught the people; And
these things have I written,
which are a lesser part of the
things which he taught the
people; and I have written
them to the intent that they
may be brought again unto
this people, from the Gentiles,
according to the words which
Jesus hath spoken. And when
they shall have received this,
which is expedient that they
should have first, to try their
faith, and if it shall so be that
they shall believe these things,
then shall the greater things
be made manifest unto them.
And if it so be that they will
not believe these things, then
shall the greater things be
withheld from them, unto
their condemnation. Behold I
was about to write them all
which were engraven upon
the plates of Nephi, but the
Lord forbid it, saying, I will
try the faith of my people;
therefore I, Mormon, do write
the things which have been
commanded me of the Lord (3
Ne.12:1-5).

From these words we real-
ize we have less than a hun-
dredth part of the words of
Christ which he spoke to the
Nephites. If we have questions
pertinent to the church today
surely the answers are forth-
coming. What we need are the
“greater things” so that the
church can be made ready for
His return. Something must
happen first. We must meet the
trial of our faith by the words
which have been given us. We
must prove our worthiness by

obeying what we have received.
It might appear that the

words which have been written
are sufficient for our present
needs if indeed we are to be
judged by them. The simple
truth is that we are still at a dis-
advantage if we do not fulfill the
purpose of the scriptures, which
is to perfect our faith to the
point that we will be worthy to
receive the other words of
Christ which are forthcoming.
Since we haven’t received them
after all these years, we have to
assume that we have failed the
test of our faith. We have not
believed and obeyed what we
have received sufficiently.

Again Mormon quotes the
words of Christ:

And it shall come to pass,
that whoso repenteth and is
baptized in my name, shall be
filled; and if he endureth to
the end, behold, him will I
hold guiltless before my Fa-
ther, at that day when I shall
stand to judge the world. And
he that endureth not unto the
end, the same is he that is also
hewn down and cast into the
fire, from whence they can no
more return, because of the
justice of the Father: and this
is the word which he hath
given unto the children of
men. And for this cause he
fulfilleth the words which he
hath given, and he lieth not,
but fulfilleth all his words;
and no unclean thing can en-
ter into his kingdom; There-
fore nothing entereth into his
rest, save it be those who have
washed their garments in my
blood, because of their faith,
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and the repentance of all their
sins, and their faithfulness
unto the end. Now this is the
commandment, Repent, all ye
ends of the earth, and come
unto me and be baptized in my
name, that ye may be sancti-
fied by the reception of the
Holy Ghost, that ye may stand
spotless before me at the last
day. Verily, verily I say unto
you, This is my gospel; and ye
know the things that ye must
do in my church; for the works
which ye have seen me do, that
shall ye also do; For that
which ye have seen me do,
even that shall ye do; therefore
if ye do these things, blessed
are ye, for ye shall be lifted up
at the last day (3 Nephi
12:29-35).

Jesus addressed His disci-
ples directly, leaving no excuse
for not obeying His words. He
gave them His gospel and told
them simply that they knew the
things that they must do which
were the things that they had
seen Him do. It is true that they
had the advantage over us in
that they not only had all His
words, but also had witnessed
firsthand His actions, which
demonstrated His will.

Perfection is not necessar-
ily a goal comparable to the var-
ious goals that we set for our-
selves in our everyday lives.
Perfection is a lifetime en-
deavor, for just when one might
think he has reached it he will
find he has yet more to do. The
phrase, endure to the end, is
precisely stated. One can fall
away and rebel against God be-
fore reaching the end of life here

on earth.
For those of us who have re-

pented of our sins and have
been baptized, our hope is that
we can endure to the end and
stand guiltless before our Heav-
enly Father. This is done by be-
ing sanctified by the reception
of the Holy Ghost.

As to our disadvantage of
not having all the words Christ
spoke to the Nephites, we might
consider Abraham. He had nei-
ther the Book of Mormon nor
the Bible. We are not told that
he had any written scriptures.
He simply believed God and it
was counted as righteousness.
My point is, we can have perfect
faith with what we have in the
scriptures, and if we don’t
stumble over what the Lord has
given us we will surely receive
all the scriptures promised to
us.

Since Jesus spoke these
words to His disciples we might
think that they applied to them
only. Of course the special com-
mission of judging that people
was a responsibility for them
only. The commandment to be
as He is, or in other words, be
perfect, applies to us all. There
is no double standard in perfec-
tion. We all have the potential
of reaching that high standard.

Moroni challenged our
faith in God with these inspired
words:

And when ye shall receive
these things, I would exhort
you that ye would ask God, the
eternal Father, in the name of
Christ, if these things are not
true; And if ye shall ask with a
sincere heart, with real intent,

having faith in Christ, he will
manifest the truth of it unto
you, by the power of the Holy
Ghost; and by the power of the
Holy Ghost, ye may know the
truth of all things (Moroni
10:4,5).

Moroni’s final words con-
firmed the thought that we
must have more than knowl-
edge; we must be perfected in
Christ:

Yea, come unto Christ, and
be perfected in him, and deny
yourselves of all ungodliness,
and if ye shall deny yourselves
of all ungodliness, and love
God with all your might,
mind and strength, then is his
grace sufficient for you, that
by his grace ye may be perfect
in Christ; and if by the grace
of God ye are perfect in Christ,
ye can in no wise deny the
power of God. And again, if
ye, by the grace of God, are
perfect in Christ, and deny not
his power, then are ye sancti-
fied in Christ by the grace of
God, through the shedding of
the blood of Christ, which is
in the covenant of the Father,
unto the remission of your
sins, that ye become holy with-
out spot (Moroni 10:29, 30).
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By Elder David Larsen

If you want to ruin a good
book, read the ending
first. If you are scanning

to see if you want to read it,
read a little here and a little
there. I scanned through the
endings of Apostle Paul’s let-
ters. I will quote the end-
ings.

Romans 16:27 “To God only
wise, be glory through Jesus
Christ forever. Amen.”

I Corinthians 16:23,24 “The

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. My love be with you all
in Christ Jesus. Amen.”

II Corinthians 13:14 “The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Ghost, be
with you all. Amen.”

Galatians 6:18 “Brethren, the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit. Amen.”

Ephesians 6:24 “Grace be
with all them that love our Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity.
Amen.”

Philippians 4:23 “The grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you all. Amen.”

Colossians 4:18 “The saluta-
tion by the hand of me Paul. Re-
member my bonds. Grace be
with you. Amen.”

I Thessalonians 5: 28 “The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you. Amen.”

I Thessalonians 3:18 “The
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all. Amen.”

The last verses in the books
of Timothy, Titus, Philemon
and Hebrews are all similar

with reference to the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ. This was
obviously a salutation much as
we sign sincerely to close a let-
ter. In Revelations 22:21, John
closes with, “The grace of our
Lord, Jesus Christ be with you
all. Amen.” Paul, Peter and
John put a lot of emphasis on
grace; in particular, the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

What is grace? Webster’s
definition: 1. Beauty or charm
of form, composition, move-
ment, or expression. Elegance
with appropriate dignity. 2. An
attractive quality, feature, man-
ner, etc. 3. A sense of what is
right and proper. Decency. 4. A
disposition to grant something
freely. Favor, good will.

What is the grace Of Jesus
Christ? Hint: It is of God and
Jesus Christ. It comes to you
with the Glory of God. In Ephe-
sians 4:4-8 we read:

“There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in
one hope of your calling; One
Lord, one faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all, who
is above all, and through all,
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and in you all. But unto every
one of us is given grace accord-
ing to the measure of the gift of
Christ. Wherefore he saith,
When he ascended up on high,
he led captivity captive, and gave
gifts unto men.”

In Ephesians 2:8 we find,
“For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:”

How would you use this
grace? Marvin Ely once related
a conversation he had with a
man he was working with.
Marvin was asked, “You’re
kinda churchy aren’t you?” I
was doing a farm related job for
a lady who asked, “You are a
Christian aren’t you?”

“Yes,” I replied.
“I could tell.”
Is this, the grace of God and

Jesus Christ, reflected in us? Is
this the gift we can receive? My
brother Tim was driving a har-
vest truck. As he started to
move his truck he had the feel-
ing he should look for his boss’s
young child. Walking around
the truck he found the child sit-
ting in front of the rear duals. If
this is grace given by Jesus, how
do we keep it?

Romans 5:1-4 tells us:

“Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ:
By whom also we have access by
faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God. And not only so,
but we glory in tribulations also:
knowing that tribulation
worketh patience; And patience,
experience; and experience,
hope….”

By faith we have access to

grace through Jesus Christ. If
we have this grace then we have
peace with God. With peace we
have hope and rejoice in hope of
the glory of God. It is not always
easy. Anything worthy of eter-
nal life in the Kingdom of God
takes effort. We will have tribu-
lation. Tribulation works pa-
tience and patience experience.
Experience is something you do
not get for nothing. With expe-
rience we learn to have hope.
With hope we are not ashamed.
We should not be ashamed to
say, “Yes, I am a Christian.” We
should not be ashamed if we feel
the Holy Ghost-the love of God-
fall upon us and stir our emo-
tions. It goes to the core of our
being.

Romans 5:5: “And hope
maketh not ashamed; because
the love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us.”

Our hearts are filled with
grace through faith in Jesus
Christ, and we give the glory to
God. Christ told us to use the
love He has given to us.

John 15:12-14 “This is my
commandment, That you love
one another, as I have loved you.
Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends. Ye are my
friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you.”

What more can we want
than to have a friend like Jesus?
Our tribulation is like that of
Christ’s. The world does not
like us. Christ told us to expect
this as we read on in the same
chapter of John verses 18-19:

“If the world hate you, ye

know that it hated me before it
hated you. If ye were of the
world, the world would love his
own: but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you out
of the world, therefore the world
hateth you.”

The law of God takes pos-
session of those who do not fol-
low His commandments once
they know of Jesus Christ. The
word was fulfilled that is writ-
ten in their law: “They hate Je-
sus without a cause.” In
Romans 5:20-21 we read:

“Moreover the law entered,
that the offence might abound.
But where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound: That as
sin hath reigned unto death,
even so might grace reign
through righteousness unto eter-
nal life by Jesus Christ our
Lord.”

Our gracious Lord wants
us to have character. This in-
cludes charitableness, gentle-
ness, courage, hope, kindness,
knowledge, longsuffering, love,
meekness, mercy, patience,
peace, perseverance, purity,
righteousness, good fruits, sta-
bility, temperance and wisdom.
When you receive the grace of
Jesus Christ think on these
things and give glory to God be-
cause we have a knowledge of
Him. Embrace the grace given.
Feed on it and apply it to your
life every day.

II Peter 3: 18 “But grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of
our lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. To him be glory both now
and forever. Amen.”
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By Apostle Roland Sarratt

BECOMING FAMILIAR WITH
REVELATION AND PROPHECY

I
t would also be wisdom that
the ministry seek to under-
stand and become familiar

with the gift and spirit of revela-
tion and prophecy. By search-
ing the scriptures many truths
concerning the ancient proph-

ets, who were responsible for re-
ceiving and writing the word of
God which we have today, can
enlighten our minds and spirits
wherein we also can experience
such gifts. Through the direct
guidance of the Spirit we can
more completely fulfill our du-
ties as servants of God.

A basic fact of revelation is
explained by Mormon:

“For behold, the Spirit of
Christ is given to every man,
that they may know good from
evil; wherefore I shew unto
you the way to judge: for ev-
erything which inviteth to do
good, and to persuade to be-
lieve in Christ, is sent forth by
the power and gift of
Christ…” Moroni 7:14.

Obviously that which
would persuade men to do evil is

of the devil.
The Spirit of Christ makes

it possible for man to judge
more correctly. If the natural
man reasons it out in his own
mind he has not allowed the
Spirit to intervene and transmit
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the divine truth. He must be
willing to let divine inspiration
control his thinking.

What an interesting
thought that God would grace
all humanity with such a gift,
even when only a few might be
privileged to realize from
whence the gift has come! This
should broaden our thinking as
to the bestowal of spiritual gifts.
Peter said, “Of a truth I perceive
that God is no respecter of per-
sons” Acts 10:34.

GOD RAISES UP PROPHETS AS HE
WILL

M
oses was a prophet of God
raised up to do a special
work. By direction of the

Lord he ordained his brother
Aaron as a priest, and the
Levitical priesthood was contin-
ued through Aaron, giving us
that special example of the call-
ing and ordination of a minister
of God (aee Exodus 28:1; 29:5-7;
40:12-16; Hebrews 5:4). How-
ever, very few of the prophets
that God used to warn His peo-
ple were of the tribe of Levi or of
that priesthood. This is not to
say that God would not use His
ministers to give prophecy or
revelation, but there is no indi-
cation that only an ordained
minister can give prophecy or
revelation. Neither is there a
provision for an established of-
fice in the Church of Christ as
an ordained prophet, as is prac-
ticed by some churches.

The scriptures unfold vari-
ous accounts of God working
through His servants, which
tell us that God is not limited to

any certain order or way. We are
told that the Lord spoke face to
face with Moses (Exodus 33:11).
Isaiah, on the other hand, heard
the voice of the Lord and he re-
sponded by saying, “Here am I;
send me” (Isaiah 6:8). On one
occasion the Lord spoke to
Abram (Abraham) in a vision
(Genesis 15:1); and Jacob, his
grandson, wrestled with an an-
gel before receiving a special
blessing which Jacob desired.
That blessing was the bestowal
of the name Israel (Genesis
32:24-28).

Jeremiah was ordained a
prophet before he was born and
sent to speak to the nations
while he was just a child (Jere-
miah 1:4-10). Samuel was dedi-
cated to the Lord by his mother,
and the Lord spoke to Samuel
while he was yet just a child to
prepare him to be a prophet (1
Samuel 1:22-28; 3:1-14). Amos
said:

“I was no prophet neither a
prophet’s son; but I was an
herdman, and a gatherer of
sycamore fruit: and the Lord
took me as I followed the flock,
and the Lord said unto me,
Go, prophesy unto my people
Israel” Amos 7:14,15.

The Lord revealed to Dan-
iel the “secret” of King
Nebuchadnezzsar’s dream in a
night vision (Daniel 2:19). Lehi
was moved upon to prophesy to
the Jews and he received a vi-
sion from the Lord (1 Nephi
2:41-85). Nephi, his son, de-
sired to also receive a vision,
and the Lord responded to his
petition granting him a vision

which was recorded and is of
great value to us today (1 Nephi
3:37-256). Through faith the
Brother of Jared saw the Lord
before He came in the flesh
(Ether 1:69-77). He was also
blessed by receiving a vision
which he recorded and sealed.
It is yet to be brought forth in
these last days as the Lord has
promised (Ether 1:86-92, 100,
101).

There are many accounts
telling us that the Lord sends
angels to deliver His word.
Alma says men, women and
children receive words from
God:

“And now, behold, I say
unto you; and I would that ye
should remember that God is
merciful unto all who believe
on his name; therefore he
desireth, in the first place,
that ye should believe, yea,
even on his word. And now,
he imparteth his word by an-
gels, unto men; yea, not only
men, but women also. Now
this is not all: little children
do have words given unto
them many times, which con-
found the wise and the
learned” Alma 16:144-146.

GOD IMPARTS HIS WORD TO
THOSE WHO OBEY HIM

H
owever the Lord might
choose to speak to the chil-
dren of men it matters not.

What does matter is the mes-
sage He gives. Most impor-
tantly it matters if He does not
speak. We have awakened from
the dark ages and the miracles
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and gifts of God are available to
us today if we have sufficient
faith. If we dwindle in unbelief
we are the losers. We must have
faith and desire the greater
gifts.

We might soberly consider
the words of Alma:

“And now Alma began to
expound these things unto
him, saying, It is given unto
many to know the mysteries of
God; Nevertheless they are
laid under a strict command,
that they shall not impart only
according to the portion of his
word, which he doth grant
unto the children of men; ac-
cording to the heed and dili-
gence which they give unto
him; And therefore he that
will harden his heart, the
same receiveth the lesser por-
tion of the word; And he that
will not harden his heart, to
him is given the greater por-
tion of the word, until it is
given unto him to know the
mysteries of God, until they
know them in full; And they
that will harden their hearts,
to them is given the lesser por-
tion of the word, until they
know nothing concerning his
mysteries; And then they are
taken captive by the devil, and
led by his will down to de-
struction” Alma 9:15-20.

MYSTERIES OF GOD GIVEN TO
BRING SOULS TO CHRIST

C
ompared to the normal
thinking of man, many of
the things recorded in the

Bible and Book of Mormon are

mysteries that we understand
and readily accept. It appears
that there are yet many more
things to be revealed to our un-
derstanding which would
greatly benefit us today in
bringing us into a greater unity
and improve our ministering to
the people. Alma speaks on
this:

And now behold, my breth-
ren, what natural man is
there, that knoweth these
things? I say unto you, there is
none that knoweth these
things, save it be the penitent;
Yea, he that repenteth and
exerciseth faith, and bringeth
forth good works, and prayeth
continually without ceasing:
unto such it is given to know
the mysteries of God; yea, unto
such it shall be given to reveal
things which never have been
revealed; Yea, and it shall be
given unto such, to bring
thousands of souls to repen-
tance, even as it has been
given unto us to bring these
our brethren to repentance”
Alma 14:102-104.

THE NEED TO OPEN OUR HEARTS
AND MINDS TO GOD

I
f we have let our minds and
attitudes be conditioned by
the necessity of resisting the

deceptiveness of false and
changed revelations of this lat-
ter day period we must work to
refocus our minds, not on the
false, but on the truth. The
truth is contained in the scrip-
tures and we must search out
those things that confirm a liv-

ing God Who speaks to His peo-
ple today as He did in ages past.
As King Benjamin commenced
to deliver a proclamation to his
people he made this statement:

“For I have not commanded
you to come up hither to trifle
with the words which I shall
speak, but that you should
hearken unto me, and open
your ears that ye may hear,
and your hearts that ye may
understand, and your minds
that the mysteries of God may
be unfolded to your view”
Mosiah 1:39.

It is a challenge for many of
us to open our minds and hearts
to hear what might be a little
different than our present
thinking, but we dare not resist
the Spirit of God lest we offend
Him and He withdraws His
Spirit. The bestowal of His
Spirit is God’s way of allowing
us to know Him (see 1 Cor.
2:12,13). Our resistance, our
complacency or our lack of in-
terest tells Him we don’t want
to know Him.

NEPHI’S DESIRE TO KNOW THE
MYSTERIES OF GOD

T
hroughout the scriptures we
are told that we must repent
and humble ourselves before

God. This conditions our hearts
and minds to receive God’s per-
sonal contacts, however He may
choose to communicate with us.
Nephi gives us his testimony
concerning his efforts to reach
the Lord:

“And it came to pass that I,
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Nephi, being exceeding
young, nevertheless being
large in stature, and also hav-
ing great desires to know of
the mysteries of God, Where-
fore I did cry unto the Lord;
and behold he did visit me,
and did soften my heart that I
did believe all the words
which had been spoken by my
father; wherefore I did not re-
bel against him like unto my
brothers” 1 Nephi 1:47, 48.

THE HOLY GHOST REVEALS THE
MYSTERIES OF GOD

N
ephi was greatly gifted, es-
pecially in plainness. We
are blessed to have his

words today, for surely they are
truths that address our prob-
lems most appropriately. The
following quote speaks pro-
foundly on the subject we are
studying:

“I, Nephi, was desirous
also that I might see, and
hear, and know of these
things, by the power of the
Holy Ghost, which is the gift
of God unto all those who dili-
gently seek him, as well in
times of old as in the time that
he should manifest himself
unto the children of men; For
he is the same yesterday,
to-day, and for ever. And the
way is prepared from the
foundation of the world, if it
so be that they repent and
come unto him; For he that
diligently seeketh shall find;
And the mysteries of God
shall be unfolded unto them
by the power of the Holy

Ghost, as well in this time as
in times of old; And as well in
times of old as in times to
come; Wherefore, the course of
the Lord is one eternal round”
1 Nephi 3:26-32.

SEARCHING THE PROPHECIES
CONDITIONS US SPIRITUALLY

D
are we say that there are
mysteries yet to be unfolded
to this people? Have we not

stumbled from the lack of un-
derstanding of the scriptures?
We stumble only because we
haven’t sought the Lord suffi-
ciently to know His will. We can
open the door of knowledge by
opening the scriptures and al-
lowing the detailed truth to
penetrate our hearts and minds
as it did to Nephi and the many
other prophets who followed
him. Nephi explained this to his
brothers:

“And now it came to pass
that after I, Nephi, had read
these things which were
engraven upon the plates of
brass, my brethren came unto
me and said unto me, What
meaneth these things which
ye have read? Behold, are
they to be understood accord-
ing to the things which are
spiritual, which shall come to
pass according to the spirit
and not the flesh? And I,
Nephi, said unto them, Be-
hold, they were made mani-
fest unto the prophet, by the
voice of the Spirit: For by the
Spirit are all things made
known unto the prophets,
which shall come upon the

children of men according to
the flesh” 1 Nephi 7:1-4.

UNDERSTANDING PROPHECY BY
THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY

N
ephi also explained that the
prophecies of Isaiah and
other ancient prophets are

made plain to those who have
the spirit of prophecy:

“Wherefore, I write unto my
people, unto all those that
shall receive hereafter these
things which I write, that they
may know the judgments of
God, that they come upon all
nations, according to the
word which he hath spoken.
Wherefore hearken, O my peo-
ple, which are of the house of
Israel, and give ear unto my
words: for because the words
of Isaiah are not plain unto
you, nevertheless, they are
plain unto all those that are
filled with the spirit of proph-
ecy. But I give unto you a
prophecy, according to the
spirit which is in me; where-
fore I shall prophesy accord-
ing to the plainness which
hath been with me from the
time that I came out of Jerusa-
lem with my father” 2 Nephi
11:4-6.

Nephi’s father, Lehi, also
had the spirit of prophecy:

“Wherefore, I, Lehi, proph-
esy according to the workings
of the Spirit which is in me,
that there shall none come
into this land, save they shall
be brought by the hand of the
Lord. Wherefore, this land is
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consecrated unto him whom
he shall bring” 2 Nephi 1:10,
11.

JACOB ELABORATES ON
REVELATION AND PROPHECY

N
ephi’s brother, Jacob, tells
us that the gifts of revela-
tion and prophecy contin-

ued during his time:

“And if there were preach-
ing which was sacred, or reve-
lation which was great, or
prophesying, that I should en-
grave the heads of them upon
these plates, and touch upon
them as much as it were possi-
ble, for Christ’s sake, and for
the sake of our people: For be-
cause of faith and great anxi-
ety, it truly had been made
manifest unto us concerning
our people, what things
should happen unto them.
And we also had many revela-
tions, and the spirit of much
prophesy; wherefore, we knew
of Christ and his kingdom,
which should come” Jacob
1:4-6.

There seems to be a direct
connection between searching
the ancient prophecies and hav-
ing the spirit of revelation and
prophecy:

“Wherefore, we search the
prophets; and we have many
revelations, and the spirit of
prophecy, and having all
these witnesses, we obtain a
hope, and our faith becometh
unshaken, insomuch that we
truly can command in the
name of Jesus, and the very

trees obey us, or the moun-
tains, or the waves of the sea;
Nevertheless, the Lord God
sheweth us our weakness, that
we may know that it is by his
grace, and his great
condescensions unto the chil-
dren of men, that we have
power to do these things” Ja-
cob 3:7, 8.

Jacob continued to write on
the subject of revelation and
prophecy giving us one of the
most profound sermons ever to
be read or heard in modern
times:

“Behold, great and marvel-
ous are the works of the Lord.
How unsearchable are the
depths of the mysteries of him;
and it is impossible that man
should find out all his ways.
And no man knoweth of his
ways, save it be revealed unto
him; wherefore, brethren, de-
spise not the revelations of
God. For behold, by the power
of his word, man came upon
the face of the earth; which
earth was created by the
power of his word. Wherefore,
if God, being able to speak,
and the world was; and to
speak, and man was created,
O then, why not able to com-
mand the earth, or the work-
manship of his hands upon
the face of it, according to his
will and pleasure. Wherefore,
brethren, seek not to counsel
the Lord, but to take counsel
from his hand. For behold, ye
yourselves know, that he
counseleth in wisdom, and in
justice, and in great mercy,
over all his works; Wherefore,
beloved brethren, be recon-

ciled unto him, through the
atonement of Christ, his only
begotten Son” Jacob 3:9-16.

Let us ponder these words
in our hearts and minds. Let us
seek to understand their mean-
ing and to acquaint ourselves
with the significance of revela-
tion as Jacob describes here.
Truly he understood the impor-
tance of being in tune with the
spirit of revelation. He warns
against despising revelation.
He tells us to be willing to take
counsel from the Lord and to be
reconciled unto Him. We will be
greatly blessed if we are willing
to hear Him when He gives
counsel, but if we resist His
counsel because we are not re-
ceptive to His Spirit, we will fall
victim to the devil’s deception.
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By Apostle William A. Sheldon

Item 10:
The Light Of The World

Matt. 5:14-16 Ye are the light of the
world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on a can-
dlestick; and it giveth light unto all that
are in the house. Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.

3 Ne. 5: 61-63 Verily, verily I say
unto you, I give unto you to be the light
of this people. A city that is set on a hill
can not be hid. Behold, do men light a
candle and put it under a bushel? Nay,
but on a candlestick, and it giveth light to
all that are in the house; Therefore let
your light so shine before this people,
that they may see your good works and

glorify your Father who is in heaven.

The concept of human life be-
ing enlightened by the gospel of
Christ is quite the opposite of that
in which the “salt” has lost its sa-
vor. In both instances, Christ is
suggesting that He is the way, the
truth and the life. If men will come
unto Him, it will be immeasurably
better than for men to walk in the
light of any other man, which is
but a shadow at best and gross
darkness at the worst. That which
is in darkness is sometimes (not al-
ways) cast out by men, and much
more-so by Him which is Light it-
self. The Spirit of Truth which co-
mes from Christ is offended when
rejected of men.

Item 11: Fulfillment of the Law
(The Mosaic Law)

Matt. 5:17-19 Think not that I am
come to destroy the law, or the prophets:
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.
For verily I say unto you, Till heaven
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall
in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall
break one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall be called
the least in the kingdom of heaven: but
whosoever shall do and teach them, the

same shall be called great in the kingdom
of heaven. For I say unto you, That ex-
cept your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Phari-
sees, ye shall in no case enter into the
kingdom of heaven.

3 Ne. 5:64-68 Think not that I am
come to destroy the law or the prophets.
I am not come to destroy but to fulfill;
For verily I say unto you, One jot nor
one tittle hath not passed away from the
law, but in me it hath all been fulfilled.
And behold I have given you the law and
the commandments of my Father, that
ye shall believe in me, and that ye shall
repent of your sins, and come unto me
with a broken heart and a contrite spirit.
Behold, ye have the commandments be-
fore you, and the law is fulfilled; there-
fore come unto me and be ye saved; For
verily I say unto you, that except ye shall
keep my commandments, which I have
commanded you at this time, ye shall in
no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven.

How much more clear is the
Book of Mormon rendering than
that of the Bible! Jesus Christ has
fulfilled in every whit the law given
through Moses, which, as Apostle
Paul said, was a “schoolmaster to
bring us unto Christ” (Gal. 3: 24).
He had before said that “a man is
not justified by the works of the
law, but by the faith of Jesus

SERIES: ITEMS 10-12
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RLDS Edition of the Book of Mormon; same chapters/verses as Independence Edition.)
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Christ” (Gal. 2: 16). Israel was
bound to obey that “schoolmas-
ter” until Christ should come in
fulfillment thereof. Moses under-
stood this when he said, as given by
the Lord:

Deut. 18:18 I will raise them up a
Prophet from among their brethren, like
unto thee, and will put my words in his
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all
that I shall command him. And it shall
come to pass, that whosoever will not
hearken unto my words which he shall
speak in my name, I will require it of
him.

Incidentally: when Paul fur-
ther speaks to the Ephesians, as
follows, it is to be understood in
the light of his counsel to the
Romans, and does not conform to
sectarian church views regarding
works and grace.

Eph. 2: 8-9 For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God: Not of works,
lest any man should boast.

The following to the Romans
reveals that the works referenced
were those of the Mosaic Law.

Rom. 9: 31-33 But Israel, which
followed after the law of righteousness,
hath not attained to the law of righteous-
ness. Wherefore? Because they sought it
not by faith, but as it were by the works
of the law. For they stumbled at that
stumblingstone; As it is written, Behold,
I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock
of offence: and whosoever believeth on
him shall not be ashamed.

OF COURSE WE ARE
SAVED BY GRACE, the pure lov-
ing-kindness of God in sending His
Son, who gave His life for the sins
of mankind; and of course, the
best of righteous works performed
by a man is woefully insufficient to
secure his salvation; but yet to as-

sume by this that human works of
righteousness (obedience to God)
have nothing to do with our salva-
tion is manifestly erroneous.

Mat 7:21 Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the
will of my Father which is in heaven.

Luke 6:46 And why call ye me,
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which
I say?

Rev 20:12 And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God; and
the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of
life: and the dead were judged out of
those things which were written in the
books, according to their works
(whether good or evil/ w.a.s.)

Incidentally, Matt. 5:19, pre-
viously quoted above, lays the
groundwork for the beautiful reve-
lation of God’s perfect justice,
compassion and equity in the con-
signation of mankind at the bar of
Final Judgment. In this connec-
tion, please read Matt. 18:4 and
Luke 12: 47, 48. There are to be
those who are “LEAST” as well as
those who are to be“GREAT” in
the “KINGDOM OF HEAVEN”.
By the same token, there will be
those who will have been “beaten
with many stripes”, while others
will have been “beaten with few
stripes” (Lk. 12: 47, 48). All of
this infers innumerable degrees of
reward and punishment between
these extremes. This last, concern-
ing stripes, cannot be the Lake of
Fire and Brimstone, which is the
Second Death, but rather alludes
to God’s place of correction which
is called hell or the “prison house”
(see Isa. 42:7), or ”outer dark-
ness” (Al. 19:46).

Item 12: The Righteousness Of
True Believers

Mat 5:20 For I say unto you, That
except your righteousness shall exceed
the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into
the kingdom of heaven.

While this text concerns men
in the days of Jesus’ earthly minis-
try, it is also a lesson for our gener-
ation, and we should compare
“scribes and pharisees” to those of
like haughty spirit, or who in any
way degrade the pure simplicity
and righteousness of the gospel of
Christ in our time. It will apply to
those who fail to teach repentance
or the practice of baptism by im-
mersion (and this by an ordained
servant of God, he having been
chosen by divine revelation) as
also the laying on of hands to be-
stow the gift of the Holy Ghost. It
will apply to those who presumably
teach salvation by the grace of
Christ, but will steadfastly deny
the means by which that grace is
received, i.e., a holy baptism and
the righteousness of holy works to
demonstrate the grace within,
without which the profession of
faith toward God is a sham. It will
apply to all those who profess a
faith in Christ and yet show by
their words and deeds that their
spirit is barren of the truth which is
in Him.
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(A continuation study by
Elder Gordon McCann)

Article #11

In the early church, after
Christ’s ascension, you find

the church began to grow
through preaching the words of
Christ by the disciples. Those
who believed and were baptized,
then confirmed through recep-
tion of the gift of the Holy
Ghost, were added to the Body
of Christ.

The eleven remaining dis-
ciples where faithfully following
the commission that the Lord
had given them when He ap-
peared unto them for the last
time in Galilee upon a moun-
tain, where He told them:

“And Jesus came and
spake unto them, saying,
All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore, and teach all na-
tions, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world.
Amen” (Mat 28:18-20).

Through the efforts of the
disciples, churches were being
organized to nurture the spiri-
tual growth of these newly bap-
tized believers with the ordina-
tion of elders in every church
(Acts 14:22-23; Titus 1:5).
These endeavors of the disci-

ples where founded upon the
principles given to them by Je-
sus Christ, Who had set in or-
der His church on earth, pro-
moting the truths of one body,
one Spirit, one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, and one God and
Father. For these principles to
stay viable in the lives of believ-
ers the Lord called individuals
of His choosing to represent

SERIES: ARTICLE 11

Article #11

We believe that
where there are six
or more regularly
baptized members,
one of whom is an
elder, there the
Church exists with
full power of
church extension
when acting in
harmony with the
law of God.

Articles
Faith & Practice

ofArticles
Faith & Practice
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Him on earth:

“And he gave some, apos-
tles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers; For the
perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the ed-
ifying of the body of Christ:
Till we all come in the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a per-
fect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of
Christ…” (Eph. 4-11-13)

Elders were commissioned
of Christ for the specific func-
tion to have the oversight of the
flock of God in the local area
where they lived. They have the
power and authority of God to
ordain other elders, priests and
teachers. They also have the
authority of God to baptize and
confirm individuals into the
Church of Christ through the
“laying on of hands” to give the
gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts
8:14-17, 19:1-6; Moroni
2:1-3; Book of Command-
ments 24:31-35), to heal the
sick (James 5:14) and to ad-
minister the flesh and blood of
Christ unto the Church. The
elders lived in the area where
the members of the Body of
Christ lived, worked to support
themselves, and were to be an
example to the believer and
non-believer alike in all things
or aspects of his life. In 1 Tim

3:1-7 the word “bishop” is used
in the place of elder. Bishop is
another name for someone who
is an “overseer” or has the di-
rect responsibility for the care
of a group of people. Also in Ti-
tus 1:5-7 the word “elder” and
“bishop” were used inter-
changeably within the text.

At the time the Church of
Christ was organized at
Fayette, Seneca County, New
York, on Tuesday April 6,
1830, according to the com-
mandment of God by the direc-
tion of the Holy Ghost, there
were a total of six members (ref.
History of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints,
1805-1835; volume 1; ninth
edition, 1911; page 77, para-
graph 2). The Church of
Christ has since adopted
through several Referendum
Bills (Bill No 2, 1935 and Bill
No. 1, 1960) the position that
there must be a minimum
number of six baptized mem-
bers meeting regularly, one of
whom must be an ordained el-
der, before a recognized local of
the Church of Christ can exist.

“The elders which are
among you I exhort, who am
also an elder, and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and
also a partaker of the glory that
shall be revealed: Feed the flock
of God which is among you,
taking the oversight thereof,

not by constraint, but will-
ingly; not for filthy lucre, but of
a ready mind; Neither as being
lords over God’s heritage, but
being ensamples to the flock.
And when the chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a
crown of glory that fadeth not
away…” (1 Pet 5:1).
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Pauline Marie Brain

January 30, 1930~September 17, 2003

P
auline Marie Milstead
entered life on January
30, 1930, the second

daughter of Forrest and Mary
Milstead. She was born during
a blizzard in a tiny little settle-
ment, Nobscot, near Fay,
Oklahoma. She and her family
came to Boise in 1936 and she
attended Boise schools. She
loved music and often sang
with her sisters.

Paul ine met Char les
“Chuck” Brain while she was
working as a waitress at the
Greyhound Bus Depot. Al-
though she was reluctant to
date an air force man, he soon
won her heart and they were
married on June 21, 1947.
They built a home in Garden
City where they raised four
children: Raymond, Robert,

Connie and Rick. She loved to
paint and sold pictures to peo-
ple from Hawaii to New York.
She was fortunate enough to
earn a living doing something
she loved. Pauli taught paint-
ing classes and gained many
friendships through her art.
Chuck and Pauli also made
jewelry from stones that
Chuck cut and polished.

Paul ine passed away
Wednesday, September 17,
2003, after a courageous battle
with cancer.

She is survived by her be-
loved husband of 56 years,
Charles; her four children:
Raymond and wife, Sherry
Brain; Robert and wife, Debbie
Brain; Connie Brain; Rick and
wife, Brenda Brain; 12 grand-
children; 11 great grandchil-

dren; and sisters Irene Mitchell
and Ginger Smith

Pauline was preceded in
death by her daughter Louise,
both her parents and two
brothers.

A celebration of her life
was held at 2 p.m. Monday,
September 22nd.

OBITUARY
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