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N
either pray I for

these alone, but for

them also which

shall believe on me through

their word; That they all

may be one; as thou,

Father, art in me, and I in

thee, that they also may be

one in us: that the world

may believe that thou hast

sent me. And the glory

which thou gavest me I have

given them; that they may

be one, even as we are one:

I in them, and thou in me,

that they may be made

perfect in one; and that the

world may know that thou

hast sent me, and hast

loved them, as thou hast

loved me.

—John 17:20-23
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By Elder Glenn Gill

P
aul wrote to the Ephe-
sians about the perfect-
ing of the saints and

about edifying the body of
Christ till we all come in the
“unity of the faith” (Eph. 4:13).
Jesus said, “…the Father, and I,
and the Holy Ghost, are one” (1
John 4:15). The scriptures are
full of oneness, but how can
there be a oneness between God
and us? King Benjamin said,

“Believe in God; believe that he
is, and that he created all
things, both in heaven and in
earth; Believe that he hath all
wisdom, and all power, both in
heaven and in earth; Believe
that man doth not comprehend
all the things which the Lord
can comprehend” (Mosiah
2:13-15). Isaiah spoke, reflect-
ing God’s own words, saying,
“For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the Lord. For as
the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts”
(Isaiah 55:8-9). “Yea, by the
power of his voice doth the
whole earth shake; …and if he
saith to the earth, move, it is
moved: …” (Helaman 4:60-61,
in part). How can such as man
have a oneness with God?

Jesus said, “And I bear re-
cord of the Father, and the Fa-
ther beareth record of me, and
the Holy Ghost beareth record
of the Father and me, and I bear
record that the Father
commandeth all men, every-
where, to repent and believe in

me; And whoso believeth in me
and is baptized, the same shall
be saved; …And unto him will
the Father bear record of me;
for he will visit him with fire
and with the Holy Ghost; And
thus will the Father bear record
of me; and the Holy Ghost will
bear record unto him of the Fa-
ther and me; for the Father and
I and the Holy Ghost are one” (3
Nephi 5:33-34, 37-38); thus, we
see that we can join in that one-
ness that exists between the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost
through our faith and our obe-
dience. Also, understanding
can come to us by the revelation

ARTICLE

On Being

ONE
On Being

ONE
…We can join in
that oneness that
exists between
the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost
through our faith
and our
obedience.
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of the Holy Ghost to us that Je-
sus is the Christ, just as it was
revealed to Peter. “He saith
unto them, but whom say ye
that I am? And Simon Peter an-
swered and said, Thou art the
Christ, the son of the living
God. And Jesus answered and
said unto him, Blessed art thou,
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my father which is in
heaven” (Matthew 16:15-17).
This was the Holy Ghost bear-
ing record (witnessing) to Peter
that Jesus is the Son of God, the
one whom God sent, in the
flesh, to bear record of Him and
offer the way of salvation.

We, you and I, can bear re-
cord too. We can demonstrate a
oneness with Christ by our obe-
dience and our faith. “For this
is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments: and his
commandments are not griev-
ous. For whatsoever is born of
God overcometh the world: and
this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our
faith” (1 John 5:3-4).

We can bear record by our
humility. “And humble your-
selves even in the depths of hu-
mility, calling on the name of
the Lord daily, and standing
steadfastly in the faith of that
which is to come, which was
spoken by the mouth of the an-
gel; And behold, I say unto you,
that if you do this, ye shall al-
ways rejoice, and be filled with
the love of God, and always re-
tain a remission of your sins;
And ye shall grow in the knowl-
edge of the glory of him that cre-
ated you, or in the knowledge of
that which is just and true

(Mosiah 2:21-23). These are
words of King Benjamin more
than 100 years before the com-
ing of Christ, after an angel had
shown him that the Savior
would come.

We can bear witness and
share a oneness with Him by
our love for one another. “No
man hath seen God at any time.
If we love one another, God
dwelleth in us, and his love is
perfected in us” (1 John 4:12).
“And we have known and be-
lieved the love that God hath to
us. God is love; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God in him. Herein is
our love made perfect, that we
may have boldness in the day of
judgement: because as he is so
are we in this world” (1 John
4:16-17).

As obedient followers of
Christ are perfected in love
their lives bear good fruit,
which is visible and beneficial to
those around them. “But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith, meek-
ness, temperance; against such
there is no law. And they that
are Christ’s have crucified the
flesh with the affections and
lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let
us also walk in the Spirit”
(Galatians 5:22-25).

There is a special oneness,
which Scripture indicates God
expects to find in the Church.
“There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in
one hope of your calling; one
Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all, who
is above all, and through you all,
and in you all” (Ephesians

4:4-6). Paul beseeched the
Ephesians, writing, “…walk
worthy of the vocation where-
with ye are called. With all low-
liness and meekness, with long-
suffering, forbearing one an-
other in love; endeavoring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace” (Ephesians
4:1-3).

It is impossible for us as a
church to experience this unity
of the spirit in the bond of peace
without each member being de-
termined to walk worthy of the
calling, yielding to that humil-
ity, longsuffering and forbear-
ance in love. It requires our ef-
fort, the focus of our energy, a
strong desire and our prayers to
achieve this oneness with God
and each other. “Wherefore, my
beloved brethren, pray unto the
Father with all the energy of
heart, that ye may be filled with
this love which he hath be-
stowed upon all who are true
followers of his Son Jesus
Christ, that ye may become the
sons of God, that when he shall
appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is, that we
may have this hope that we may
be purified even as he is pure.
Amen” (Moroni 7:53).
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By Apostle William A. Sheldon

Item 5: The Merciful

Mat 5: 7 Blessed are the merciful:
for they shall obtain mercy (same in
3 Ne. 5:54).

Mercy is genuine compas-
sion, but also connotes forgiveness
to another for having done
wrongly; being unresentful. The
merciful shall receive mercy from
God. Compassion is loving kind-
ness; it is true charity, or the pure
love of God toward mankind.

Alma 19: 78, 79 Therefore, my
son, see that ye are merciful unto
your brethren; deal justly, judge righ-
teously, and do good continually;
and if ye do all these things, then
shall ye receive your reward;

Yea, ye shall have mercy restored
unto you again; ye shall have justice
restored unto you again; ye shall
have a righteous judgment restored
unto you again;

Isa. 58: 6-11 [Is it not] to loose
the bands of wickedness, to undo the
heavy burdens, and to let the op-
pressed go free, and that ye break ev-
ery yoke? Is it not to deal thy bread to
the hungry, and that thou bring the
poor that are cast out to thy house?
when thou seest the naked, that thou
cover him; and that thou hide not
thyself from thine own flesh? Then
shall thy light break forth as the
morning, and thine health shall
spring forth speedily: and thy righ-
teousness shall go before thee; the
glory of the Lord shall be thy
rereward. Then shalt thou call, and
the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry,
and he shall say, Here I am. If thou
take away from the midst of thee the
yoke, the putting forth of the finger,
and speaking vanity; And if thou
draw out thy soul to the hungry, and
satisfy the afflicted soul; then shall
thy light rise in obscurity, and thy
darkness be as the noonday: And the
Lord shall guide thee continually,
and satisfy thy soul in drought, and
make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be

like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail
not.

Item 6: The Pure In Heart

Matt. 5: 8 Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God (same
in 3 Ne. 5:55).

The pure in heart will reign
with Christ upon the earth during
His millennial reign, and many
shall have been numbered among
the saints in Paradise; these all
shall finally be in the celestial king-
dom of God following the Day of
Judgment and will inhabit the re-
deemed earth, or the new earth, as
it is called. See Rev. 21:1-4.

Al. 10: 4, 5 Now they, after being
sanctified by the Holy Ghost, having
their garments made white, being
pure and spotless before God, could
not look upon sin, save it were with
abhorrence; And there were many,
exceeding great many, who were
made pure, and entered into the rest
of the Lord their God.

1 Jn 3: 2-3 Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we

SERIES: ITEMS 5-8

Pondering the Words of
JESUS CHRIST

Pondering the Words of
JESUS CHRIST

(Quotations are from the King James Authorized Edition of the Bible and from the 1908
RLDS Edition of the Book of Mormon; same chapters/verses as Independence Edition.)
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shall be like him; for we shall see him
as he is. And every man that hath
this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure.

And how does one purify
himself? As a beginning, see a fol-
lowing item entitled, “The Offense
Of Sin; Its Remedy.” Broadly
speaking, we are to obey the prin-
ciples of the gospel of Christ which
lead one into his kingdom - faith,
repentance, baptism (including re-
ception of the Holy Ghost through
the laying on of hands). From this
as our base, we are counseled by
Paul to “go on unto perfection”
(Heb. 6:1). By the grace of Christ
in obedience to His command-
ments as we search and are able to
understand them, we become per-
fected in our spirit, though we may
have imperfect knowledge. Divine
grace fills the gap of our ignorance
if we are innocent of spirit. This is
that perfection spoken of by Jesus.

Item 7: The Peacemakers

Mat 5: 9 Blessed are the peace-
makers: for they shall be called the
children of God.

3 Ne. 5: 56 And blessed are all
the peacemakers, for they shall be
called the children of God.

A making of peace infers a
gentle, loving intervention, and
perhaps a different approach to the
problem, especially from a scrip-
tural standpoint and as moved by
the Holy Spirit.

Heb. 12: 14, 15 Follow peace
with all men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord:
Looking diligently lest any man fail
of the grace of God; lest any root of
bitterness springing up trouble you,

and thereby many be defiled.

Col. 3: 12 -15 Put on therefore,
as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
bowels of mercies, kindness, hum-
bleness of mind, meekness, longsuf-
fering; Forbearing one another, and
forgiving one another, if any man
have a quarrel against any: even as
Christ forgave you, so also do ye.
And above all these things put on
charity, which is the bond of perfect-
ness. And let the peace of God rule
in your hearts, to the which also ye
are called in one body; and be ye
thankful.

Item 8: Persecuted For
Righteouness’ Sake

Matt. 5: 10 Blessed are they
which are persecuted for righteous-
ness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

3 Ne 5: 57 And blessed are all
they who are persecuted for my
name’s sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.

The Book of Mormon is more
definitive at this point, identifying
righteousness with the righteous-
ness of Jesus Christ. However, the
following verses in both texts, rela-
tive to being reviled for His sake, is
practically the same.

Matt. 5: 11, 12 Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and per-
secute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for my
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad:
for great is your reward in heaven:
for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you.

3 Ne. 5: 58, 59 And blessed are
ye when men shall revile you, and
persecute, and shall say all manner

of evil against you falsely, for my
sake, For ye shall have great joy and
be exceeding glad, for great shall be
your reward in heaven; for so perse-
cuted they the prophets who were be-
fore you.

Apostle Paul caps all the
above teachings of Jesus by his
marvelously inspired summation
as found in Rom., chap. 8:

31-39 What shall we then say to
these things? If God be for us, who
can be against us? He that spared
not his own Son, but delivered him
up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?
Who shall lay any thing to the charge
of God’s elect? It is God that
jus t i f i e th . Who is he that
condemneth? It is Christ that died,
yea rather, that is risen again, who is
even at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us.
Who shall separate us from the love
of Christ? shall tribulation, or dis-
tress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it
is written, For thy sake we are killed
all the day long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all
these things we are more than con-
querors through him that loved us.
For I am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
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(A continuation study by Elder

Gordon McCann)

Article #9

When Moses was upon
Mount Sinai appearing

before the Lord, he was instructed
to “Write thou these words: for after
the tenor of these words I have made
a covenant with thee and with Is-
rael.” The Lord understood the
weakness of our flesh so he com-
manded Moses to keep a record by
writing the commandments that

were given him. The written word
became the standard from God
for our use to read, consider, and
judge our lives against. Through-
out the Bible others were com-
manded to write what was given
them of God. The Bible that we
have today is a compilation of the
recorded spiritual history that
starts with the creation to the es-
tablishment of Israel as a nation.
The Bible also includes the words
of Christ while in the flesh, His
death and resurrection, and the
labor among the children of men
by His chosen disciples.

When the Son of God was
teaching in Jerusalem, prior to
His death and resurrection, the
following words of warning were
recorded for our spiritual welfare:

“He that rejecteth me,
and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the
word that I have spoken, the
same shall judge him in the
last day” John 12:48.

Those words of Christ con-
firm the writings recorded in the
book of Revelation where we read
the following:

“And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before
God; and the books were
opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of
life: and the dead were judged
out of those things which were
written in the books, according
to their works” Rev 20:12.

What are the books that the
scripture in the book of Revela-
tion is referring to? Based on the
previously quoted words of Christ

SERIES: ARTICLE 9

Article #9
We believe that in
the Bible is
contained the word
of God, that the
Book of Mormon is
an added witness
for Christ, and that
these contain the
“fullness of the
gospel.”

Articles
Faith & Practice

ofArticles
Faith & Practice

of
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the following is the answer to that
question.

“out of those things which
were written in the books.”

This represents a compila-
tion of the complete word of
God given to the children of
men that was recorded from
Adam to the Day of Judgment
(John 12:48).

“book of life”

This is a heavenly book or
record of the righteous (Revela-
tion 3:5).

“according to their works”

This is a personal book or
record of your life (your works).

By the written word of God
we know that God is “not a re-
specter of persons” (Acts 10:34),
nor does He change “neither
shadow of turning” (James 1:17).
With this understanding of the
character of God we should be
able to understand the following
recorded words of God contained
in the Book of Mormon.

“For I command all men,
both in the east, and in the west,
and in the north, and in the
south, and in the islands of the
sea, that they shall write the
words which I speak unto them:
For out of the books which shall
be written, I will judge the world,
every man according to his
works, according to that which is
written” 2 Ne 12:65-66.

The Book of Mormon is a
spiritual record of the workings of
God among another nation of
people. The Book of Mormon is
also a witness unto us that God is
not a “respecter of persons,” and
that He is the same yesterday, to-
day, and forever.

“Thou fool, that shall say, A
bible, we have got a bible, and we
need no more bible. Have ye ob-
tained a bible save it were by the
Jews? Know ye not that there are
more nations than one? Know ye
not that I, the Lord your God,
have created all men, and that I
remember those who are upon the
isles of the sea; and that I rule in
the heavens above, and in the
earth beneath; And I bring forth
my word unto the children of
men, yea, even upon all the na-
tions of the earth?” 2 Ne
12:53-57.

PHOENIX

REUNION

T
he Phoenix, Arizona Local
would like to extend an invi-

tation to join them for their annual
Church of Christ reunion, which
will be held on Friday, November

28, through Sunday, November

30, 2003. If you plan to attend
please notify one of the below
listed members for accommoda-
tions.

Pastor:
Bob Hedrick

2908 E. Rockwood
Phoenix, AZ 85050
(602) 494-9661
bobnliza@juno.com

Assistant Pastors:
Andy Brown

2323 E. Rockwood Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85050
(602) 569-9745
tipp.dog@juno.com

Jim Yates, Jr.

1449 E. Rockwood Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85024
(623) 582-4163
kimnjim@mindspring.com
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THE LIAHONA

INTRODUCTION

When we last left Nephi, God had sent him back to Jerusalem again. God wanted Nephi and his
brothers to get the brass plates which had the words of God written on them. He wanted their chil-
dren and grandchildren to be able to learn about Him in the new land. With the help of God’s mighty
hand the brothers did get the brass plates and took them to the family’s camp in the wilderness. God
told the brothers to return to Jerusalem one last time to bring back another family with them, the fam-
ily of Ishmael. Ishmael had a family of daughters who would one day marry Lehi’s sons. At last the
families of Lehi and Ishmael were out of Jerusalem for good. God had kept them all safe. They be-
lieved that God would lead them to a wonderful new land, but where? Where were they supposed to
go now?

THE LIAHONA

(I Nephi 5:11-41)
One morning Lehi stepped outside his tent in the wilderness. There on the ground was a beauti-

ful brass ball! It was different than anything Lehi had ever seen. The ball had a pointer that showed
which direction to travel in the wilderness toward the Promised Land. Lehi called the ball Liahona.
Liahona meant compass. The family packed up their tents and set out in the direction that the
Liahona pointed. The Liahona always pointed them toward places where there was water to drink,
fruit and vegetables to pick and animals to hunt.

One day the tired travelers stopped to rest. It was time to go hunting. Laman and Lemuel’s bows
had lost their spring and wouldn’t shoot well. Then Nephi’s bow broke! There would be no meat for
the weary travelers that day. “This is your fault Nephi! Why does everything always go wrong? We
want meat for dinner!” Laman and Lemuel were angry. They didn’t ask God to help them find a way
to get meat. They just got mad at Nephi. They even got mad at God! Nephi felt very sad. He knew
that God could help them.

Nephi knew he must do something. Into the woods he went and cut wood to make a new bow.
When the bow was finished Nephi went to his father Lehi. “Father, would you ask God to help us?”
“Lord,” Lehi prayed, “where should my sons go to find animals to hunt?” God spoke, “Look on the
Liahona.” The Liahona pointed toward the mountain, but this time there was more on the Liahona.
There was writing…a message from God. It said, “If you pray to me and do what I tell you, I will lead
you with the Liahona. If you don’t pray the Liahona will not work and you will wander in the wilder-
ness.” Nephi believed God. Up he went on the mountain, alone. There the animals were, just as
God had promised! Nephi took out his strong new bow. He shot an arrow. When Nephi returned to
camp he carried a heavy load, fresh meat for dinner, maybe even enough for more meals later.

From then on, when the travelers remembered to pray and obeyed what God told them, the
Liahona worked. If they forgot to pray or didn’t obey God they wandered in the wilderness and took
longer on their journey to the new land.

We’re like Lehi’s family. If we forget to pray or don’t do what God tells us, we won’t know what to
do. But if we pray, go to church and do what God tells us in the Bible and Book of Mormon, He will
bless us just like He did Lehi’s family long ago.

GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
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THE LIAHONA

WHO OR WHAT AM I?

I am a brass ball. My name means compass. _____________.

One morning I found a brass ball on the ground in front of my tent. __________.

What the Nephites were traveling through on the way to the Promised Land.

________________.

The brass ball had one of these on it. ________________.

This broke when Nephi went hunting. ________.

We are Nephi’s older brothers. _____________ and ______________.

Nephi cut some __________ and made a new ___________.

Something new was on the Liahona. What was it? _________________________.

The Liahona told Nephi to go to the ______________ to hunt.

When Nephi went to the mountain he found ____________ to hunt.

GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION
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By Apostle Don McIndoo

Chapter Sixteen

(Continued)

V
erse sixteen found us ob-
serving the Lord’s gathering
of the nations into a place

called Armageddon. Although
the very name seems ominous,
we are given no specifics about
what took place at this gather-
ing of nations in this, nor subse-
quent, chapters. The author
takes the position that it is all
summed up in the typically

symbolic, prophetic language of
the pouring out of the seventh
vial. He also foresees the spe-
cific fulfillment of many New
and Old Testament prophecies
in the general description of the
seventh vial.

We have largely presented
the Book of Revelation from a
historical point of view. But as
the seventh vial is poured out
into the air over the earth, we
are looking into the future, and
the pages of history can only
serve as possible types of those
events which shall take place.
In Section Three of this study
we read that the number seven
was a “number of complete-
ness, or perfection.” That is
certainly true of its use here as
the seventh vial of God’s indig-
nation poured out upon the
earth’s inhabitants. This is the
final vial to be poured out upon
the world and God’s judgments
are now completed.

“And the seventh angel
poured out his vial into the
air; and there came a great
voice out of the temple of
heaven, from the throne,
saying, It is done” (Revela-
tion 16:17). This was not com-
ment by John nor was it the
voice of an angel that was heard
by John; rather, this voice pro-
ceeded from the very throne of
the Almighty. It was His voice
which announced, “It is
done.” That voice shall one day
resonate throughout the earth!

This final vial was poured
out into the air above the earth.
Barnes comments that even as
storms and tempests are devel-
oped in the atmosphere, “…so
this destruction would
come from some supernatu-
ral cause.” 1 The vial shall be
poured out into the atmosphere
and whatever effects are pro-
duced, using the laws of physics
as a guide, will be rapidly dif-
fused over the entire earth.
Verse eighteen describes what
takes place.

“And there were voices,
and thunders, and
lightnings; and there was a
great earthquake, such as
was not since men were
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upon the earth, so mighty an
earthquake, and so great.”

As I read these words and
consider Barnes’ thought that
the destruction would come
from some “supernatural
cause,” my mind goes to the
vivid portrayal of the great de-
struction that fell upon the
wicked inhabitants of ancient
America:

“And it came to pass in the
thirty and fourth year, in the
first month, in the fourth
day of the month, there
arose a great storm, such an
one as never had been
known in all the land; And
there was also a great and
terrible tempest; and there
was terrible thunder, inso-
much that it did shake the
whole earth as if it was
about to divide asunder; and
there were exceeding sharp
lightnings, such as never
had been known in all the
land. …And there was a
great and terrible destruc-
tion in the land southward.
But behold, there was a
more great and terrible de-
struction in the land north-
ward: for behold, the whole
face of the land was
changed, because of the
tempests, and the whirl-
winds, and the thunderings,
and the lightnings, and the
exceeding great quaking of
the whole earth; (3 Nephi 4:6,
7, 9, 10).

But there is another way of
looking at this description
found in verse eighteen. Many
times in apocalyptic prophecies
such as these, terms like
“voices, thunders and
lightnings” have symbolic
meanings. I believe verse eigh-

teen informs us of what shall
happen as the nations are
brought together at Armaged-
don. This shall be a tumultuous
place of battle, warfare and
judgment. In 1 Samuel 7:10 and
Isaiah 29:5, 6 these very terms
were used to describe the war-
fare and destruction that took
place among the enemies of
God’s people. I believe there are
several Old Testament prophe-
cies that we shall see fulfilled on
the plains of Megiddo (Hebrew
for rendezvous – Strong, 4023)
and at the time of the pouring
out of the seventh vial.

“The earth shall reel to and
fro like a drunkard, and shall be
removed like a cottage; and the
transgression thereof shall be
heavy upon it; and it shall fall,
and not rise again. And it shall
come to pass in that day, that the
Lord shall punish the host of the
high ones that are on high, and
the kings of the earth upon the
earth. And they shall be gath-
ered together, as prisoners are
gathered in the pit, and shall be
shut up in the prison, and after
many days shall they be visited”
(Isaiah 24:20-22).

Ezekiel in his prophecy
about Gog and Magog also saw
this terrible day of the Lord and
recorded many interesting as-
pects of what shall one day oc-
cur. The words in boldface high-
light major aspects of his proph-
esy.

a. “And I will turn thee back, and
put hooks into thy jaws, and I
will bring thee forth, and
all thine army, horses and
horsemen, all of them clothed
with all sorts of armour, even
a great company with bucklers

and shields, all of them han-
dling swords: Persia, Ethio-
pia, and Libya with them; all
of them with shield and hel-
met:” (38:4, 5). Here we see
that Gog and his allies shall be
inevitably drawn by the Lord,
even as if He had placed hooks
in their mouths.

b. “And I will turn thee back, and
leave but the sixth part of
thee, and will cause thee to
come up from the north
parts, and will bring thee
upon the mountains of Is-
rael” (39:2). So great will be
the destruction of these ene-
mies of the Lord, that only
16% of them will escape. Gog
and his allies will come from
the “north parts.” Some com-
mentators change this word-
ing to read “from the north-
ernmost part of the world.”
Saying this brings confusion
to most because they tend to
have a picture of a 21st cen-
tury world map imprinted in
their minds. Our first task is
to establish the identity of
Gog and his allies, using the
prophet’s map, not our own.

c. In Jeremiah 1:14 we read, “out
of the north an evil shall break
forth.” As we continue to read
we find in Jeremiah 4:6 that
this refers to the Babylonian
invasion via the Fertile Cres-
cent, or down from the head-
waters of the Euphrates
River. Again, in Jeremiah
50:2-13 we read about a
“great nation from the north
country.” In chapter 51, Jere-
miah explains this to be the
Medes and Persians, peoples
that still exist and who are en-
emies of both Israel and the
United States.

d. In Genesis 10:2, Magog ap-
pears to be the second son of
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Japheth. He is shown as set-
tling in the areas around the
Black Sea, to the north of the
Fertile Crescent. The com-
mon thought about Gog is
found in the Illustrated Dic-
tionary and Concordance of
the Bible. It says that Gog is
the “political and military
leader of the nations of
Meshech and Tubal in the
land of Magog.” 2 Peloubet
writes, “It (Magog) appears as
a country or people of which
Gog was the prince. Josephus
identifies them with the
Scythians, and the identifica-
tion is generally accepted.” 3

The Scythians were a no-
madic people who lived just
north and east of the Black
Sea. Spicer’s summary of
those identified as from the
north is apt: “The kings of the
north in the early period of the
prophecy was the power that
ruled Syria and Asia Minor.” 4

Of a truth, those nations just
to the north of the Black Sea
and to the sides of it are pres-
ently a part of southern Rus-
sia. All these peoples have be-
come converts of Islam and
share a desire for the destruc-
tion of Israel and those who
support her. Going back to
the previous page (a.) we see
that the allies of Gog shall be
“Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya.”
Again we see those nations
that shall go up against Israel
in that day are Muslim na-
tions.

e. They will be brought against
the “mountains of Israel.”
Mountains, in this usage, sig-
nifies governments. We no-
tice that it is plural. I believe
this refers both to Israel, cen-
tered around Jerusalem, and
to the New Jerusalem in
America. This thought is em-

phasized in Ezekiel 38:10, 11:
“…at the same time shall
things come into thy mind,
and thou shalt think an evil
thought: And thou shalt say, I
will go up to the land of
unwalled villages; I will go to
them that are at rest, that
dwell safely, all of them dwell-
ing without walls, and having
neither bars nor gates.” This
description better character-
izes America than any other
place in the world.

f. These scriptures make clear to
me that we need look no far-
ther than the present political
climate and radical Islamic
thought to find the prelimi-
nary steps that will bring
about this world-wide turmoil
and conflagration. The
prophets Joel, Zephaniah and
Zechariah also referred to this
day in their prophecies.

Strong’s identifies “earth-
quakes” (7494 – Hebrew) as a
“quaking, commotion, vibra-
tion, bounding,” while the
Greek (4578) says “a commo-
tion, earthquake, tempest.” It
is interesting to note that
Cruden’s Concordance states,
“Great alterations and changes
are expressed in the scripture
by a shaking of the earth. An
extraordinary and unexpected
alteration in the state of affairs,
civil or ecclesiastical, is repre-
sented by a great earthquake.” 5

This is exactly what we should
expect with the pouring of the
seventh vial.

“And the great city was di-
vided into three parts, and
the cities of the nations fell:
and great Babylon came in
remembrance before God, to
give unto her the cup of the

wine of the fierceness of his
wrath” (Revelation 16:19).

We should expect to see a
great alteration in the civil and
religious affairs of spiritual
Babylon. This term refers to
the Roman Catholic Church
and all those institutions affili-
ated with her. The resulting
confusion and commotion will
affect the economic and politi-
cal stability of the entire world.
It is interesting that many of
the strong Catholic nations are
today bound to the majority of
European nations in an eco-
nomic and political alliance.
Chapters seventeen and eigh-
teen of Revelation add detail to
the events that will transpire as
God’s judgment is poured out
upon present-day Babylon. The
severity of her judgment is
shown in verses twenty and
twenty-one of this chapter.
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Absolute Direction

A
s I was rereading
scriptures from a re-
cent sermon, two

words from Isaiah 1:19 flooded
my mind. It says, “If ye are
willing and obedient….” This
brought to mind a testimony I
want to share to give strength
to those who are seeking God’s
direction as to the path to take
in life.

At age thirty-one I had
come to a time in my life when I
felt I needed God’s ABSO-
LUTE DIRECTION. I went to
the Lord in fasting and prayer,
with a heart as described in Isa-
iah 1:19—willing and obedi-
ent. I told God that I wanted to
know His will in my life. If I
was to marry, that was fine; if
not, that was fine. I just needed
to know how to focus my life. I
fasted from food for many
days. I went without radio,
television, newspapers, movies
and other enjoyments, and
spent every moment possible
studying and praying. I was in
complete and total submission
to God, without reservation or
fear.

And my direction came,
not after one day or one week,
but after many months. Then
when that still small voice came
and said there was an answer
for me, the answer was that I
needed to make some changes
before I received what God had
planned for me. So after all
that time I still needed to make
more changes to show my will-
ingness to submit to His abso-
lute will and direction for me.

This year Gordon and I

have shared 24 years of mar-
riage, years of my life that
might have been wasted had I
not chosen to seek God at a
point when I could not see the
way.

I want to encourage any-
one who is struggling. Look
within, seek His help, and listen
for His voice. Prove by your
actions that you are willing to
submit to His will. Then God
will be able to work with you
and direct your life.

In gospel bonds,
Pat McCann

PATHLIGHTS

P A T H L I G H T S
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Zamorano and
Oculí Honduras

Iwould like to share two testimo-
nies that have happened re-

cently.
In a small town next to us

called Providence they have been
having problems with some
thieves that are attacking passersby
on a small road and stealing all they
have on them, including their
clothes. The road that they have
been on is also the road that I have
used to go up to the local in Oculi.
I, at the time, wasn’t aware of the
problem, because for some time
my car has been broken down and
in the shop. But I felt that I needed
to go up to Oculi for a sacrament
service. So I rode a bike up to
Oculi. During the service one of
the brothers, who had been work-
ing down by us and traveling on
the same road, stood up and gave
his testimony. During the week of
work he had been warned not to
travel on that particular road. Sat-
urday when he got paid, as there
would be thieves there, he took an-
other road. And sure enough, that
same day another gentleman was
robbed, and so our brother was
giving thanks that he had been
saved. On my way up to Oculi for
this service I had traveled on this
road and I saw four men that
looked suspicious and so I com-
mented that I had seen this, and

another brother said that it was the
four men who were doing the rob-
bing. On my way home I began to
think if I should go home on the
same road or should I find another
road. I knew that God could pro-
tect me no matter what, but there
was something telling me that I
also had been warned and that I
shouldn’t tempt God. I didn’t re-
ally want to go on the other road
because it is so much longer and I
was on a bike. So part of the way
home I was meditating on this and
praying to the Lord for guidance.
About halfway home there is a
stream that you must cross, so I got
off my bike and began taking off
my shoes when a truck drove up
who was heading my way. He just
rolled down his window and mo-
tioned for me to get in back. All
my questions were answered; I
hopped in back and made my way
home. The following day I heard
that again that same day I was rid-
ing they had robbed another per-
son. I give thanks that it wasn’t me.
Not that I would wish it on an-
other.

The second testimony.
The group in Oculi have vari-

ous meetings during the week and
I am not at all of them. But this
last Friday I felt that I should go up

and be in one of their home meet-
ings. So I went. After the meeting
Florentino’s daughter came up and
said that their mother wanted me
to go and pray for her little brother
Luis. So I went down to their
house, which is also where we hold
our regular services. Florentino’s
wife was in tears; Luis had been
sick for eleven days and wasn’t eat-
ing or drinking. They had taken
him to the doctor and the doctor
said that he had a liver infection.
Well, we prayed for him and I
counseled Florentino and his wife
that they should be sure that he
drank enough, and if the fever
should come back to make sure
they didn’t dress him for a Minne-
sota winter. (Honduras is known
for their winter gear only when one
is sick with a fever.) Sunday when I
went up for the church service I
asked how Luis was and his
mother said that he fell asleep and
in the morning was up playing
marbles as if he had never been
sick.

God is good.

Thanks and take care.

Ronnie Gill

MISSIONARY MOMENTS
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2003 Missouri Reunion Report
The August Missouri Reunion was

held August 1, 2 and 3rd at the Tem-
ple Lot Local in Independence, Mis-
souri. There were approximately 350
attendees.

9:00 a.m., Friday, August 1st: The
first meeting of the day was a prayer
service in which Elders Warren John-
son and Nicholas Denham were in
charge: “We have an example to set for
those with whom we associate day in
and day out.”

Prayers and testimonies of God’s
blessings followed until the preaching
service at 11:00.

Czerna Kauffman and Martha
Bruner sang a special.

The speaker of the hour was Elder
Mark Hill: “In a tee ball game, a men-
tally challenged boy came up to bat. He
hit the ball and stood there and stood
there. The pitcher told him to run, but
the batter still stood there. The pitcher
took him by the hand and took him to
first base. The first baseman took him
by the hand and took him to second
base. The second baseman took him by
the hand to third base and the third
baseman led him to home plate. The
family and friends cheered him on.”

“How are we going to lead someone
to first base? How are we going to talk to
someone about faith, then repentance?
How will we take them by the hand and
lead them to baptism? How will we talk
to them about going ‘home’ to eternal
life? If we don’t know our way around
the bases, how can we lead someone
else?”

We had a song service at 2:30.
At 3:00 p.m. there was a preaching

service. Special by Annette Whitehead
and Patricia Ferrier: “Take Time To Be

Holy.”
The speaker of the hour was Elder

Hubert Yates: “We are just like an old
guitar that is no longer in tune and has
old strings. We must tune our souls to
God to be in perfect harmony with Him.
A teacher has to know and understand
the subject that he is teaching, or he
can’t teach it. The gospel is the same.

“If the Lord isn’t ‘watering’ your
soul, you’re brown. If you are ‘too
busy’ to worship, visit, study—you’re
brown.

He never said you’d win every battle
when trying to win souls. Know that
you tried, be ready to go again. Your
job—to love them, have a desire for
them to repent and come unto God.”

Closing poem by Ed Yates, “What
Path?”

By the end of the Friday afternoon
service, most of the campers and staff
of Teen Challenge were back in town.
(I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank Sister Debbie Vogel for taking
notes for me while I was still at camp.
She has been a big help to me.)

We had a song service at 6:30 in the
evening, followed by another preaching
service.

We began our Friday evening preach-
ing with another special, this time by
Martha Bruner, Czerna Kauffman, and
Donald Gill.

The Friday evening speaker was
Elder Dennis Trudgen: “What church is
this? Belief in Christ, as the head of the
church. Under Him, He set 12 apos-
tles. By grace we are saved, but not
without good works. To serve in the
priesthood, you must be called of God
by the spirit of revelation. Although ev-
ery member of the body of Christ has a

work to perform, it is only the men who
serve in the priesthood. Belief that sal-
vation comes of baptism by immersion,
followed by the laying on of the hands
for the gift of the Holy Spirit. Members
must endure to the end. Belief that lay-
ing on of hands by the priesthood,
members are given the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Baptism must be performed by
someone with authority from God.

“What church is this? The Church of
Christ. But it is also the ancient Church
of Christ. The church around 30 A.D.
was exactly like this.” Brother Trudgen
then gave us a history lesson indicating
how false doctrines came into the
church that had been established by
Christ. (Brother Dennis has his re-
search references available.)

We gathered again Saturday morn-
ing for a prayer service with Elders Rick
Olson and Jim Case in charge.

After opening song and scripture
reading by Brother Case, we had a
prayer and testimony service. The ser-
vice was beautiful. Some of the things
mentioned in the testimonies:

“Build your faith by building your
service to the Lord. The more you
serve, the more you witness, the more
you see miracles.”

“When we don’t feel worthy of the
thing that God has for us to do, remem-
ber that God is still there. The scrip-
tures assure us that we are NOT worthy,
but that it is God who does the work
through a willing body.”

We had a couple special seasons of
prayer for some of the families that are
in need.

At about noon we broke for lunch,
and returned in the afternoon at 2:30
for a Song Service.

REUNION REPORT
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We were blessed to witness the bless-
ing of a baby. Sara Michelle Kimball,
daughter of Stephen and Amy Kimball,
was blessed with Elders Jeff Oldham
and Bob Hedrick officiating. Brother
Jeff read Luke 18:16-17: “This beauti-
ful little baby can be an example for us
as a way to enter into heaven. We have a
responsibility to help raise this child
until she can make the decision for
Christ on her own. Pray that the angels
will surround this little one.”

The afternoon preaching service be-
gan with a special by Deborah O’Haro,
accompanied on guitar by D. A. Vogel.

The speaker of the hour was elder
Merlin Eddy: “The center of it all is
hope. Our hope lies in the mercy of
Christ, that He would forgive us. Re-
pentance is a bridge that brings us from
the justice of God back into His mercy.
That justice is what says, If ye sin ye
shall die. It gets us back from the wrong
side of the river back to the right side.”

“We must press forward. Let’s not be
satisfied with where we’re at.”

“He can tell us things we need to
know if we seek it from Him.”

“We can’t make excuses for things
that are displeasing to Him.”

“We had testimonies this morning
about the great joy that people here
have received because of the forgive-
ness that they have received. Being for-
given relieves the burden.”

We had dinner and gathered again at
6:30 for song service.

At 7:00, we met for preaching ser-
vice. Tabitha Case blessed us with a
special.

The speaker of the hour was elder
Adam Porter: “Our King is coming. He
does have a kingdom and you all are a
part in that kingdom. We need to un-
derstand how important being in that
kingdom is and its citizenship.”

“He’s told us all the things that He
requires and the things that He is up to.
He has told us that He has our best in-

terest in mind. But we still call our-
selves ‘servants.’ We WILLINGLY

CHOOSE to call ourselves ‘servants’ of
the most high God. God does not put us
under a yoke of bondage. God knows
all about life (He created it) and He
knows how we should live it (so that life
will work and will bear fruit). God has
an answer for every problem that ever
existed.

“Our King has riches untold. Our
King paid dearly for us to live in the
kingdom with Him. He lost His robe so
that you may wear the garments of righ-
teousness. He shed His blood that we
may remember Him. He wore that
crown so that you may choose that
crown of life.”

After the sermon we gathered in the
dining room for an ice cream social to
visit with the brothers and sisters from
all over. The young people met at a gym
for fellowship and games.

Apostles Mike McGhee and Roland
Sarratt were in charge of the Sacrament
Service. We began by singing, “Come Ye
Apart” and “Sweet Hour of Prayer.”

The opening comments by our
apostle admonished us to think: “Are
you ashamed of Jesus? Even Peter
thought he would not be ashamed of Je-
sus Christ. We start anew today to serve
our risen Savior. We are weak, but
made strong through the Lord Jesus
Christ. Lay down pride and come to the
Lord in meekness and humility.”

After partaking of the sacrament we
knelt in a season of prayer, followed by
five administrations and many testimo-
nies.

Some of the things brought out in
testimonies: “We are all God’s children.
He will take care of us, but we have to
ask.”

“When we humble ourselves and we
fast and we pray, He will hear us and
bless us.”

“God prepares people for things that
are going to happen.”

Sunday afternoon we gathered again
for a service called “Special Offerings.”
There were songs offered by the camp
choir, a young women’s sextet, the
camp counselors and the Spiritual War-
fare class from camp, to name a few.

For our final sermon, we were
blessed to have Apostle Alvin “Jay”
Moser as our speaker. Opening song,
“Nearer, My God To Thee,” followed by
opening prayer and a special, “El
Shaddai,” by Sister Erica Moser.

“As preachers we are always looking
for some way to keep everyone awake,
to make an impression in the minds of
the hearer. (Brother Moser is holding a
huge knife at the pulpit.) When we
speak of the gospel, it should come into
the minds of the people just like this
knife. Everything is not pleasant. We
have to cut to the heart of the matter
when talking to people in these other
countries. You can’t wait. You have to
get right to it.

“For some people that we love so
much, we may never be able to con-
vince them. Everybody isn’t going to
listen, but we still must get to the heart.
Even Cain didn’t listen when he heard
God’s word directly. What are we going
to say that is going to get to their heart?

“Put away your agenda to be in the
army of the Lord. Put away your own
battle plan and do what the Lord tells
you to do.”

We had a really nice reunion with a
beautiful spirit there. There is never
enough time to visit with everyone, but
we loved seeing lots of familiar faces,
and even some new ones. I hope this
report is a help to those who were not
able to attend, and will encourage you
wherever you are.

Carrie Geier
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Gladys W. Nast
October 8, 1918~January 22, 2003

G
ladys W. Nast, of Inde-
pendence , Missour i ,
passed away Wednesday,

January 22, 2003, at Independence
Regional Health Center.

Gladys was born October 8,
1918, in Zerring, Iowa, to Albert
Davis and Dorothy Bryant Davis.
She was a member of the Church of
Christ, Temple Lot, East Local.
Gladys was preceded in death by her
husband, William A. Nast; two
daughters, Lois Jean and Donna
Mae; two brothers and four sisters.
She is survived by five daughters
and their spouses, Carolyn and
Frank Fann, Jennifer and Robert
Oldham, Belinda and Michael
Smith , Mel issa and Steven
McGhee, and Michele and Patrick
Fisher, 14 grandchildren, and 12
great grandchildren. She had many
close friends, especially in the
church, all of whom she considered
her family.

AND HER CHILDREN
ARISE UP AND CALL HER

BLESSED

“She looketh well to the ways of her

household, and eateth not the bread of

idleness. Her children arise up, and call

her blessed; her husband also, and he

praiseth her” Proverbs 31:27-28.

As I reflected on what I wanted
to convey most about my mother, I
was saddened because I realized
nothing I could say would do jus-
tice, but for most of those who
knew her, they will understand.

As far back as I can remember
into my childhood, I knew my
mother loved God. My mother be-
lieved, with unwavering faith.
When I was about four years old, I
remember looking through the
house one day for my mother and
going into her bedroom and seeing
her kneeling by her bed in prayer. I
carry that picture in my mind to this

day.
My mother believed in being a

mother. She was our friend and of-
ten our confidant, but foremost,
our mother. When we were children
and as adults, she used everyday sit-
uations, every problem, every chal-
lenge, and every heartache as an op-
portunity to teach us and to remind
us to pray, because God had every
answer.

She taught us about God the
same as she taught us everything,
first by example and then by repeti-
tion, until it became second nature.
She’d tell us to sit up straight, be
polite, mind our manners, respect
our elders, act like a lady and say our
prayers. She would tell us, if you’re
ever afraid, pray! When you are
sick, pray! If you don’t know where
to turn for help, pray! She knew
God would answer and she made us
know it too.

Just before we would leave for

OBITUARY
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church or school, she’d say, “Smile,
girls.” She always told us if you’re
happy on the outside you couldn’t
be unhappy inside. She said, “A
smile is so much more approachable
than a frown, and smiles are conta-
gious. They make other people
happy too.” Mom took very seri-
ously the adage, “Spare the rod and
spoil the child.” So she would give
us our choice, smile, or the alterna-
tive—“If you’re going to be un-
happy I’ll give you something to be
unhappy about.” We smiled a lot!

Mom firmly believed that you
should try to do a good deed every
day. I can’t remember a week ever
going by that my mother didn’t have
someone over for lunch or dinner.
On most days, at a minimum, she
would take cookies to neighbors,
stop in to see sick friends or send
someone a card or letter.

Mom did not know many idle
moments. Keeping the housework
and laundry done for seven people is
a full time job, but we grew up wear-
ing beautiful home sewn clothes,
eating home baked bread and hot
meals on a daily basis. We learned to
keep a clean house and to have din-
ner ready for our husbands every
day so that dinnertime was family
time. To her, these were just the ba-
sics of a good wife and laid the
foundation of a close family.

Next to God, Mom held family
very dear and wanted us all to be
very close. After her stroke, she
would try especially hard to respond
whenever her grandchildren came to
visit or to help care for her. Her
grandchildren showered her with
love and affection, and they were a

particular joy to her during her
illness.

Mom learned what was impor-
tant early in her life. It was at a very
young age that she went through the
heartache of losing two children.
From personal loss, she taught us
how precious children are, how
short life can be, and how some-
times we don’t understand the rea-
son why things happen, but during
those times, you just have to hold
on and trust God.

Mom had seven daughters,
with two of them preceding her in
death. Mom always told us that
from that time on, she made up her
mind she would live her life in such
a way as to never do anything that
could separate her from being
united with them. To my knowl-
edge, she never did.

When Mom had a stroke in Au-
gust of 2002, we were devastated. It
robbed her of the use of her entire
left side. She could no longer sit up,
walk, feed herself, drink liquid, or
eat solid foods. Her vision was
blurred and her mind wandered.
She had a hard time staying focused
or carrying a conversation, but if
you spoke of God her mind was
clear. She had a clear remembrance
of God and praised Him. She could
give a 5-minute prayer without
faltering.

During her illness Mom re-
membered and requested adminis-
tration often. She loved hearing
about Sunday school lessons and
sermons. She would ask the guys to
tell her about what they preached
on. She still thrilled to hear about
the work in the foreign missions.

When she heard about the children,
she wanted us to take her checkbook
and go buy clothes to send to them.
She continually worried about cer-
tain friends and their needs. She
wanted us to see to them for her.

Even then, while lying in bed
for months, after all of her earthly
possessions, including her health,
were gone, she worried about oth-
ers, and foremost about the work of
Jesus Christ.

We, my sisters and I, have pon-
dered this a lot since Mom’s pass-
ing. We wondered if, after all of our
earthly possessions were gone, if ev-
erything that we value in this life
was literally stripped away, if even
our bodies no longer functioned
upon command and we had to rely
on others for everything, we won-
dered how we would measure up.
Would what was left after we “go
through the fire” be burnished
gold? We don’t know the answer to
that now, but we’re confident that if
we, like those two thousand
Nephite sons, believe what our
mother taught us, it will be. So as
we were taught, we’ll keep praying,
and trust God for the rest.

We love you mom.

Your daughters,

Melissa McGhee

Carolyn Fann

Jennifer Oldham

Belinda Smith

Michele Fisher
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