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“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day,
Jfor they shall have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost...."
1 Nephi 3:187
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rethren, I count not myself to have apprehendedz but this one thing I do,

forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those

things which are before, 1 press toward the mark for the prize of the high

calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus

minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this

—Philippians 3:13-15

unto you.
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EDITORIAL

By Elder Gordon McCann

“And we are willing to en-
ter into a covenant with our
God, to do his will, and to
be obedient to his com-
mandments in all things
that he shall command us,
all the remainder of our
days, that we may not bring
upon ourselves a never end-
ing torment, as has been
spoken by the angel, that we
may not drink out of the cup
of the wrath of God”
Mosiah 3:6.

Throughout the ages of
time, mankind has entered
into oaths and covenants
with their God at the time
that they have been humbled
the most by being allowed to
view their weaknesses
within.

With the advent of the
New Year comes a tradition
for many people to reflect
upon past failures and bro-
ken promises and to make
new promises to themselves
and to their God with the sin-
cere hope that they will im-
prove themselves within the
coming new year.

Those of us who have
made a covenant with Jesus
Christ through Baptism and
with the reception of the Holy
Ghost have opportunity daily
to recommit ourselves to our
God and the commandments
that Christ taught for our
well being.

“And humble yourselves
even in the depths of humil-
ity, calling on the name of
the Lord daily, and stand-
ing steadfastly in the faith
of that which is to come,
which was spoken by the
mouth of the angel...”
Mosiah 2:21.

JANUARY
-3-



Zion's Advocate

WOMEN of the BIBLE _

Oh, Baby!

Lesson:
Scripture References:

Hannah

1 Samuel 1, 1 Samuel 2:1-11

and 20-21

By Kim Yates

hortly after we were married,

the decision was made to be-

gin our family. My husband
cautioned me that the process
might take time, that I should be
patient, and even that miscarriages
could be part of the process. One-
month-old Hailey joined us for our
first anniversary celebration. A
very short sixteen months later
Chase made his appearance into
the world, and Kaitlyn was born
three years later. We often joked
that my middle name should be
“Fertile” instead of Sue. [ never
had to worry if conception would
take place; I never knew the $ad-
ness of not bearing children. Nei-
ther did I ever have an inkling that
my place in my husband’s life or
heart was based on the number of
children I would bear.

Hannah of the Old Testament
didn’t have that luxury. In the
days of the Old Testament, a
woman’s value was based on her
ability to produce children. Often
when she could not have a baby her
husband took a second wife to in-
sure heirs. This practice of polyg-
amy was part of the house of Israel’s
culture, but was clearly con-

demned of God in the Book of

Mormon (Jacob 2:30-35). Frances
Vander Velde, in her book Women
of the Bible, explained that second
wives were taken for many reasons:
political alliance, lust, to secure a
place for an unmarried woman,
economic purposes, and to secure
children. In the beginning God es-
tablished marriage as a monoga-
mous relationship between one
man and one woman, but when sin
enters problems soon follow.

Hannah wanted more than
anything to be a mom. She was the
well-loved wife of a priest of Israel,
a good man who taught his family
to worship God, but that wasn't
enough. She wanted the joy of
third trimester heartburn, stretch
marks, midnight sessions of colic,
scraped knees and first hair cuts.
It would require that Hannah give
up exactly what she wanted the
most to gain an even greater bless-
ing. But the story of Hannah isn't
just for the childless, it is for all of
us who want to develop deeper
faith.

HER STORY:

imagine Hannah as a beautiful

Iwoman who loved to be sur-
rounded by children. When
her story opens in 1 Samuel 1,  can

almost see her making the dusty
ten mile treck to Shiloh with a tod-
dler on her hip and the hand of a
small child clutched in hers. It
would be a hard walk for little chil-
dren and Hannah would take her
turn encouraging or carrying them
as needed. Hannah could almost
believe that they were her children,
until Peninnah’s voice rang loud
and clear calling her children to
come for a drink of water. Then
Hannah’s hands and arms would
be empty. She might look long-
ingly at them gathered around
their mother, until Peninnah’s
sharp jab came, “Isn't life wonder-
ful Hannah? The tribe of El-
kanah...and Peninnah!” An ugly
sneer would mar her mouth and
malice would shoot from her eyes.
It would be one of many ugly com-
ments that would increasingly
cross her lips as they neared Shiloh.
Hannah hadn’t learned to ignore
them; each snide comment dug
like a knife in her heart. It was as
if Peninnah’s malice grew the
closer they got to their destination.
I think Elkanah might have come
up behind Hannah, caressed her
shoulder and whispered sweet
words in her ear, for he loved her
dearly. But nothing eased the ache
in her heart for a child of her own.
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[ can see the family arriving at
the temple in Shiloh where Eli the
priest sat watching at the temple
entrance. Elkanah’s family would
set up camp and then he would
divide food among his wives. He
would give plenty to Peninnah and
her children, but he would give
more than a worthy share to his
beloved Hannah. However, so
provoked was Hannah that she
could not consume the generous
portion her husband put before her.

“What’s wrong, beloved?
Your eyes are filled with tears and
your food is untouched. What
troubles you? Am I not better to
you than ten sons?” She might try
to smile through her tears. What a
dear man, she might have thought.
He deserves better than me.

After the sacrifices were made
and the food consumed, I can see
Hannah looking around, making
sure no one was watching, and
then slipping away to the temple.
Hannah drew near the temple post
where Eli the priest was sitting, and
she prayed to the One who could
grant her petition. Bitterness filled
her soul, tears poured out faster
than the words of her plea. Ear-
nestly, silently, she prayed, her en-
tire body tensed in supplication,
“O Lord of hosts, if thou wilt in-
deed look on the affliction of thine
handmaid, and remember me, and
not forget thine handmaid, but wilt
give unto thine handmaid a man
child, then I will give him unto the
Lord all the days of his life, and
there shall no razor come upon his
head.”

Eli must have looked up to see
Hannah, her lips moving but no
sound coming out. Disgusted, he

thought Hannah was drunk. “How
long wilt thou be drunken? put
away thy wine from thee.”

“No, don’t count me as a wor-
shiper of Belial! I've come here to
pray out of the abundance of my
heart.”

Compassion filled Eli’s voice
as he spoke this blessing on her,
“Go in peace: and the God of Israel
grant thee thy petition that thou
hast asked of him.”

Was hoped kindled in her
heart? Did sweet relief flood her
soul? Oh, yes! But nothing was
happier than the day the midwife
laid a little boy baby in Hannah’s
arms. | can see her counting his
fingers and toes, nuzzling his ear
and kissing his head. “His name is
Samuel, because I have asked him
of the Lord.”

When the time came that Sa-
muel was weaned and somewhat
able to care for himself, Hannah
remember her vow to God to give
little Samuel into his service. 1
imagine each time Hannah looked
at Samuel on the road to' Shiloh
that year, that she was imprinting
his image on her memory forever. |
can see her squaring her shoulders,
smiling brightly at Samuel, insur-
ing that the items they brought for
sacrifices were well cared for.
When they arrived at the temple,
she approached Eli. “Remember
me! I am the woman that stood by
thee here, praying unto the Lord.
For this child 1 prayed; and the
Lord hath given me my petition
which I asked of him: Therefore
also I have lent him to the Lord; as
long as he liveth he shall be lent to
the Lord.” And with that, Samuel

was turned over into the care of El.

THINK ABOUT IT...

R:fer to the story of Hannah
in Judges 4 and 5 as you
nswer these questions:

1. Do you think Elkanah’s be-
havior in any way influenced
Penninah’s attitude toward
Hannah? If so, how?

2. Review Hannah's vow to
God. Notice that she did not
consult Elkanah before she
committed her child to
God'’s service. For just a mo-
ment, put yourselves into El-
kanah’s shoes. How do you
think he reacted when he
heard about her vow? As her
husband, Elkanah had the
power to negate Hannah's
vow upon hearing of it.
What does his reaction say
about his relationship with
Hannah? With God?

3. How do you think Hannah
felt as she and Elkanah left
the temple at Shiloh without
Samuel?

A DEEPER MEANING:

“Then Eli answered and
said, Go in peace: and the
God of Israel grant thee thy
petition that thou hast
asked of him. And she said,
Let thine handmaid find
grace in thy sight. So the
woman went her way, and
did eat, and her counte-
nance was no more sad” 1

Samuel 1:17 & 18.
Why did the blessing of Eli
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relieve Hannah? Sue and Larry
Richards, in their book Ewvery
Woman in the Bible, answer that
question, “...The blessing of the
high priest was considered pro-
phetic, and so Hannah was assured
that God would answer her prayer.
And God did.”

Do we need a high priest to-
day to reassure us that God has
heard and answered our prayers!
Yes, but not an earthly high priest.
Jesus Christ is the last high priest
who made the ultimate sacrifice for
the sins of the world. Even today
He stands before God in supplica-
tion on our behalf.

“For there is one God,
and one mediator between
God and men, the man
Christ Jesus; Who gave
himself a ransom for all, to
be testified in due time” 1
Timothy 2:5 & 6.

And who will be the voice of
reassurance from Jesus Christ?

“And I will pray the Fa-
ther, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever;
Even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him:
but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you” John 14:16
& 17.

Notice in this scripture that it
says “another Comforter.” That
meant that there was a comforter
before, and that was Jesus himself.

The Comforter, or Holy Ghost, has
many functions, as recorded in
John 14:26, “But the Comforter,
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatso-
ever I have said unto you.”

You can be reassured as you
seek God’s will in your life through
prayer that Jesus stands before God
seeking the very best for you and
that he left a comforter, the Holy
Ghost, who will testify of all things
that are true.

CONCLUSION:

ow do you think Hannah
felt when they left Samuel
at the temple? Scripture

answers that question. 1 Samuel 2
is the song of PRAISE that Hannah
sung upon giving him over to the
care of Eli. Hannah gave up the
thing she asked for because she
made a vow to God, “O Lord of
hosts, if thou wilt give unto thine
handmaid a man child, then I will
give him unto the Lord all the days
of his life....”

It took faith for Hannah to
pour out her soul before God. She
had “the substance of things hoped
for” in her heart, but waited on
“the evidence of things not seen”
Hebrews 11:1. Scripture teaches
in James 5:16, “...the effectual fer-
vent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much,” and Jesus said in
Matthew 17:20, “If ye have faith as
a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say
unto this mountain, Remove
hence to yonder place, and it shall
remove; and nothing shall be im-
possible unto you.” Be careful,

faith isn’t a magic lamp that you rub
and all things are given toyou. The
Book of Mormon gives this cau-
tion,

“For Satan desireth to
have you, that he may sift
you as wheat; therefore ye
must always pray unto the
Father in my name; and
whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in my name, which
is right, believing that ye
shall receive, behold it shall
be given unto you” 3 Nephi
8:51.

Hannah and Elkanah visited
their son every year at Shiloh,
bringing him a new coat that Han-
nah had made for him. Because of
Hannah's faithfulness, she and El-
kanah were given an even greater
blessing,

“And Eli blessed Elkanah
and his wife, and said, The
Lord give thee seed of this
woman for the loan which
is lent tothe Lord. Andthey
went unto their own home.
And the Lord visited Han-
nah, so that she conceived,
and bare three sons and two
daughters” 1 Samuel 2:20
& 21.

The giver of all good gifts
poured out an abundant blessing
on Hannah because of her faith.

- -
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GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

Book of Mormon Heroes

REFERENCES$: Mormon 1:2-5,16-17, 21-23, 40, 44-45, 65-66, 71-74; Mormon 2:12-13; Mormon 3:7-8, 12-
13, 23, 30.

INTRODUCTION:

Try to think of someone you know who is ten years old. When this Book of Mormon hero was the age
of | God started getting him ready for an important job. Now, think of someone you know who is 15.
When our hero was about the same age as , God called him to be a minister. When he was 16, he became
the leader of an army. His name is on the front of this book. (Show Book of Mormon.)

MORMON, GOD’S RECORD KEEPER

This story began when Mormon was a young boy. Like any other boy, he liked to have fun with his
friends. But he must have thought a lot more about God than most boys his age, for when Mormon was only
ten, God sent the prophet Ammoron to him:

Mormon [ can see that you love God. God wants you to do something very important. While you are
growing up, carefully watch everything you see happening around you. When you are about 24 years old
write down what you have seen on the sacred plates. 1 have hidden them in the hill Shim.

As Mormon grew, he probably fished and ran in the hills with his friends, but he took time to do his job
for God. He played close attention to what the adults in his land were doing, and he remembered. God saw
how faithfully Mormon was doing the task he had been given. When Mormon was only 15, God called him to
be a minister. Mormon’s people, the Nephites, who had once been a Godly people, had become very wicked.
Mormon tried hard to warn them but they would not listen. Again God spoke:

Don’t preach to this people anymore. They are deliberately rebelling against me.

From then on, there was serious trouble in the land. Bands of robbers roamed the land and nothing was
safe from them. War broke out between the Nephites and their enemies, the Lamanites. Although Mormon was
only 16, he was tall and strong. He was chosen to lead the army. Even with Mormon to lead them, without
God’s blessing, the Nephites were badly beaten in battle. They were chased from their cities and thousands of
people were killed. _

The time had come for Mormon to go to the hill Shim to dig up the plates on which were written the
sacred records. He wrote down all the terrible things that were happening to his people.

Then one day something changed. Mormon’s army began to do better in battle. God was giving the
Nephites another chance. He sent Mormon to preach to them one last time. “God’s power won the battle for
you!” Mormon cried. “Repent of your sins. Go to church and learn about God.” The people did not listen.
Instead of thanking God for their victory they bragged, “We’re so great we can beat anybody!”

That was the end for the Nephites. From that time on the country was always at war. Then came the
final battle. Mormon gathered all the people to the hill Cumorah. They fought so hard that when the battle was
over, only 24 of the Nephites were left.

JANUARY
-7-



Zion’s Advocate

Mormon completed the work God had called him to do. On the plates he wrote a final sad farewell to
his people: “Oh that you had repented before this great destruction.” And to all of us who would one day read
the Book of Mormon he wrote: “Believe in the gospel of Christ which is in this record.”

We have the Book of Mormon today because Mormon did his job for God. You may not have a task as
difficult as Mormon did but God has a part for you in building His kingdom.

DISCUSSION:

Can you think of a time in your life when you had a hard job to do for God but you did it anyway?
Perhaps you were kind to someone at school when the other kids wanted to tease him or her. Perhaps you
shared with a friend about the gospel. Or maybe you read the scriptures when you would rather be watching
TV. Even as young as you are you can be doing your job for God just like Mormon.

Here is a picture of Mormon to color.

JANUARY
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Can you figure out the code to read Mormon’s message to us? To check your answer read Mormon 3:30
on page 704 in the Book of Mormon.

Code:
1=A 2=B 3=C 4=D 5= 6=F =G 8=H 9=
10=] 11=K 12=L 13=M 14=N 15=0 16=P 17=Q 18=R
19=S 20=T 21=U 22=V 23=W 24=X 25=Y 26=7

12 1 25 g8 15 12 4 21 16 15 14 20 8 5

7 15 19 16 5 12 15 6 381891920’

2 5 6 15 18 5 25 15 21 14 15 20 15 14 12 25

23 8 9 3 8 19 8 1 12 12 3 15 13 5

21 14 20 15 2 8 5 7 S 14 20 9 12 5 19

6 18 15 13 20 8 5 10 5 23 19
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We can all experience what Mormon did in this scripture in the Book of Mormon. To find out what it is,
answer these true and false questions then, write down the letters under the correct answers in the blanks below.
To check your message read Mormon 1:16, page 688, in the Book of Mormon.

1.  Mormon was 10 years old when the prophet came to him. TF
gy
2. The prophet’s name was Alfonso. TF
ho
3. Ammoron told Mormon to watch all that happened. TF
0g
4. He told Mormon to write everything down, then burn it. TF
x d
5. When Mormon was 15, he was called to be a minister. TF
nq
6.  Crowds clapped and cheered Mormon when he spoke. TF
te
7. God told Mormon not to preach to the rebellious people. TF
SV
8.  When Mormon was 16, he became a pilot. TF
js
9.  The wicked Nephites were weak in battle. TF
on
10.  Mormon found the sacred plates in the hill Schenectady. TF
cf
11. He was too just too busy to write on the plates. TF
hj
12.  God sent Mormon to preach one last time. TF
ez
13.  All but 332 people were killed in the final battle. TF
ms
14.  Mormon wrote a sad farewell to his people. TF
ul
15.  Mormon wrote to the people of our day. TF
sb
JANUARY
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SERIES: SECTION 14

-

1 THEREVELATI
7 OF JEsUs CHRIST T0 THE APOSTLE JOHN

By Apostle Don Mcindoo

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

hroughout his visions John

had seen dreadful scenes of
impending persecution of the
church. Other sequences
showed the wrath of God
poured out upon the earth,
particularly upon those
agents of Satan who opposed
the work of Jesus Christ. In-
terspersed between these ter-
rible scenes, the Lord
revealed occasional glimpses
of events that were intended

to encourage true believers
upon the earth.

Such is the case in the
opening scenes of Chapter

Fourteen. First John sees
the Lamb of God, and with
Him are 144,000 redeemed
saints. To the early histori-
cists this is one of those per-
fect numbers that represent
the great number of true be-
lievers who bore the Father’s
name, rather than the name
or number of the beast. Be-
ing with the Lamb shows
they are enjoying eternal life
with Him. These are thought
to be those saints who had
been faithful during the 1260
years of the apostasy.
Almost all historicist
commentators say that “not
defiled with women” must
be taken in a spiritual sense,
such as not partaking of pa-
gan practices. Njeim (RLDS)

points out that in other pas-
sages thisterm “women” re-
ferred to churches. While the
true church was hidden in the
wilderness, these believers
may have belonged to various
sects but did not participate
in apostate practices and be-
liefs. Their number may in-
clude the millions who val-
iantly suffered death rather
than take upon themselves
the identifying mark of the
beast.

Apostle W. A. Sheldon
sees these opening versesas a
revelation of a future event.
He foresees a literal number
of 144,000 of Israel that will
be sealed to God, 12,000 from
each tribe. He assumes that
this will also include
Ephraimite gentiles who
have become Israel through
adoption (Ephesians 1:5).
Since they have not been de-
filed by the corrupt doctrines
of men, they have qualified
themselves as “virgins,” and
thus would be the saints of
God. They are found, to-
gether with the Lamb, on
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“mount Zion.” This is the
place identified in Isaiah 2
and Micah 4 as the “moun-
tain of the Lord.” He consid-
ers this is used as “a symbol
referring to both ancient Je-
rusalem (to be renewed by
the Spirit of God in the fu-
ture) and the ‘New Jerusa-
lem” to be built in America.”

During the time of
oppression and persecution
occasioned by the apostasy,
many of the reformers looked
for a time of restoration such
as that prophesied by Nephi:
“...Then shall the fullness
of the gospel of the
Messiah come unto the
Gentiles, and from the
Gentiles unto the rem-
nant of our seed” (1 Nephi
4:16). We shall identify the
ideas of a few of these worthy
saints. '

Sir Isaac Newton -
“About the time of the
end, in all probability, a
body of men will be
raised up who will turn
their attention to the
prophecies, and insist
upon their literal fulfill-
ment in the midst of
much clamor and oppo-
sition.”

Poiret - “In the
world’s sixth, which is
its old age, it shall by
the favor of dJesus
Christ receive one more
Dispensation of his
Grace, which will be the

last the wicked world is
ever to expect. It will
consist, as the former
did, in appearing, reve-
lation and re-estab-
lishment of some ordi-
nances.”

Roger Williams - “He
conceived that the
church of Christ has so
fallen into apostasy as
to have lost both its
right form and the due
administration of the
ordinances, which
could only be restored
by some new apostolic
or specially commis-
sioned messenger from
above....”

Now for those awaiting
this restoration, there ap-
pears a most glorious scene.
An angel is seen flying “in
the midst of heaven, hav-
ing the everlasting gospel
to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to
every nation, and kin-
dred, and tongue, and
people” (verse 6). This is
that angelic messenger ex-
pected by Williams, Poiret,
Newton and Wesley. The his-
toricist, Adam Clarke, writ-
ing at the beginning of the
19th century said, “Whether
this angel means any
more than a particular
dispensation of provi-
dence and grace, by
which the gospel shall be
rapidly sent throughout

the whole world; or
whether it means any es-
pecial messenger, order of
preachers, people, or soci-
ety of Christians, whose
professed object it is to
send the gospel of the
kingdom throughout the
earth, we know not.” > But
we are fortunate in knowing
exactly to what it refers, the
restoration of the Gospel and
the establishment of the
Church of Christ.

Because of that restora-
tion, a second angel could
then announce (verse eight)
that the final, ultimate fall of
Babylon has begun. This is
the first mention of the lat-
ter-day Babylon in Revela-
tion. A third angel (verses
nine and ten) gives voice to
the warning of the Almighty
to those who continue in wor-
ship of the beast and his im-
age; those who receive his
mark. Because of its close as-
sociation with the other two
angels, I believe, and prophe-
cies in the Book of Mormon
confirm, that this is a mes-
sage the restored church has
been commissioned to carry
to the world, yet I fear we are
not making a real effort along
this line. It is something that
people have been fearful of in
the past, and it is certainly an
effort that would not conform
to today’s standards of “po-
litical correctness.”

Now, in verse 15, John
sees yet another angel come
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—

out of the temple and cry with
aloud voice, “Thrust in thy
sickle, and reap: for the
time is come for thee to
reap; for the harvest of
the earth is ripe.” This
puts us in mind of the proph-
ecy in Jacob 3:136-138: “And
it came to pass that the
Lord of the vineyard sent
his servant; and the ser-
vant went and did as the
Lord had commanded
him, and brought other
servants; and they were
few. And the Lord of the
vineyard said unto them,
Go to and labor in the
vineyard, with your
mights. For behold, this
is the last time that I shall
nourish my vineyard: for
the end is nigh at hand,
and the season speedily
cometh....”

I believe these verses re-
late to us and our responsibil-
ity in this latter day. The
Gospel and the priesthood
authority were restored in
1830. At that time the Lord
performed His “great and
marvelous work,” bringing
forth the ancient records of
Manasseh to that little re-
stored church. I believe the
words of these four angels
contain the same message
God revealed to His restored
church. They are found in
the opening chapters of the
Book of Commandments.
Our message will not only be
opposed by the beast of Reve-

lation; it will be opposed by
the very descendants of those
reformers who once taught
the same message. These
will be found mentioned in
Revelation seventeen.

This brings us to the last
dispensation of God’s timeta-
ble and to the very threshold
of the future. The chapter
concludes with a graphic pic-
ture of the wrath of God being
poured out upon a world rip-
ened in iniquity. Verse 20
tells us this great outpouring
of God’s wrath will take place
“without the city.” Here the
term, “city,” appears to refer
to the city of Jerusalem, often
portrayed as being the future
abode of the redeemed.

We remember that verse
one of this chapter showed
the Lamb, together with the
redeemed of Israel, standing
upon “mount Zion” and, as
Apostle Sheldon mentioned,
this ties the abode of the fu-
ture righteous to both Jeru-
salem and to Zion, or the New
Jerusalem to be established
upon this land (see 3 Nephi
9:56-59). It appears, there-
fore, that the abode of the
righteous in both Jerusalem
and the New Jerusalem shall
be places of protection during
the great outpouring of the
wrath of God.

Nephi’s prophecies of the
end time reinforce this con-
cept of protection for the
righteous even as the great
tribulation unfolds:

“And it came to pass
that I beheld that the
great mother of abomi-
nations did gather to-
gether in multitudes
upon the face of all the
earth, among all the na-
tions of the Gentiles, to
fight against the Lamb
of God. And it came to
pass that I, Nephi, be-
held the power of the
Lamb of God, that it de-
scended upon the saints
of the church of the
Lamb, and upon the
covenant people of the
Lord, who were scat-
tered upon all the face
of the earth; And they
were armed with right-
eousness and with the
power of God in great
glory. And it came to
pass that I beheld that
the wrath of God was
poured out upon the
great and abominable
church, insomuch that
there were wars and ru-
mors of wars among all
the nations and kin-
dreds of the earth, And
as there began to be
wars and rumors of
wars among all the na-
tions which belonged to
the mother of abomina-
tions, the angel spake
unto me, saying, Be-
hold, the wrath of God is
upon the mother of har-
lots; And behold, thou
seest all these things;
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And when the day
cometh that the wrath
of God is poured out
upon the mother of har-
lots, which is the great
and abominable church
of all the earth, whose
foundation is the devil,
Then at that day, the
work of the Father shall
commence, in prepar-
ing the way for the ful-
filling of his covenants
which he hath made to
his people, who are of
the house of Israel” (1
Nephi 3:229-237).

“For the day soon
cometh, that all the
proud and they who do
wickedly, shall be as
stubble; and the day
cometh that they must
be burned. For the time
soon cometh, that the
fullness of the wrath of
God shall be poured out
upon all the children of
men: For he will not suf-
fer that the wicked shall
destroy the righteous.
Wherefore, he will pre-
serve the righteous by
his power, even if it be
so that the fullness of
his wrath must come,
and the righteous be
preserved, even unto
the destruction of their
enemies by fire. Where-
fore, the righteous need
not fear; for thus saith
the prophet, They shall

be saved, even if it so be
as by fire. Behold, my
brethren, I say unto
you, that these things
must shortly come; yea,
even blood, and fire,
and vapor of smoke
must come; And it must
needs be upon the face
of this earth; And it
cometh unto men ac-
cording to the flesh, if it
so be that they will
harden their hearts
against the Holy One of
Israel: For behold, the
righteous shall not per-
ish...” (1 Nephi 7:33-41).

“And with righteous-
ness shall the Lord God
judge the poor, and re-
prove with equity, for
the meek of the earth.
And he shall smite the
earth with the rod of his
mouth; and with the
breath of his lips shall
he slay the wicked; For
the time speedily
cometh, that the Lord
God shall cause a great
division among the peo-
ple; and the wicked will
he destroy; and he will
spare his people, yea,
even if it so be that he
must destroy the
wicked by fire” (2 Nephi
12:88-90).
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SERIES: Article 1

Articles of

Faith & Practice

By Elder Gordon McCann

“Yea, a man may say, Thou hast
][aitlz, and I have works: shew me
tlfzy ][aitlz without z‘lzy works, and I
will shew thee my][afflfl Z)y my works.
Thou belicvest that there is one Goa’;
thou doest well: the devils also be-
/ieve, and tremble.  But wilt thou
lenow, O vain man, that ]/aif/q with-
out works is dead? Was not Abra-
}zam our/atlwr justi][iec! Z?g worés,
when he had o/}[erea] Isaac his son
upon the altar? Seest thou how
][aitlz wrouglzt with his wor/es, and
Zyy works was ][ait]z made perfect?
And the scripture wasfu]/[i//eol which
saitlr, Abraham believed Goal, and

it was i'mputea] unto him for rigll,t-‘
cousness: and he was called the
Friend ofGoc]. Ye see then how that
Z)y works a man is justified, and not
Zvy jfaifk on/y. Likewise also was not
Ralzab the harlot justi/[iec] [7y worlzs,
when she had received the messen-
gers, and had sent them out another
way? For as the Zaoa’y without the
spiritis dead, so j’aitlft without works
is dead also” James 2:18-26).

We have endeavored, as a people
who profess to be followers of Christ,
to make a public statement concern-
ing our faith and application of our
faith with a pubhshe& document, by
the Board of Publications, Church

of Cllrist, known as “Articles o][ Faith
and Practice.”

The Apostle James made it very
clear that our faith had to be accom-
panied })y our per{ormance, or appli-
cation through our works that dem-
onstrate to the observer that what we
believe is in fact what we practice in
our lives.

Throughout the course of this
New Year the “Zion's Advocate” will
be puMishing a review 1)y me of each
statement made in the “Articls of
Faith and Practice,” with commen-
tary and scripture references to sup-

port the beliefs held by the Church
of Christ.

ARTICLE #1

We believe in God the Eternal
Fat]*zer, who on/y 1s Supreme; Creator
of the universe; Ruler ana’]ua]ge ofa//;
unclzangea]pje and without respect oj(
persons.

In the Old Testament, God the
Eternal Father is referred to as the
“Ancient of Days” (Daniel 7:9, 13).
A true believer in Christ does not
have to look very hard in the New
Testament to find that Christ talked
about His Father, Who was greater
than Himself (John 14:28), and how
His Father was the only true God
(John 17:3). In the Book of Mor-
mon, when Jesus appeared to those
in the Americas, it was recorded l)y
those who were present that Jesus

bowed himself to the earth and

prayed to His Father for those He
was with (3 Nephi 9:20-23).

We can also find in the scripture
that the Father is the Supreme Crea-
tor (Alma 16:54-55; Moroni &:3; |
Corinthians 8:6), where the worlds
were framed by His word (Hebrews
11:3) and that God created all things
by Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1: 2; Ephe-
sians 3:9).

God the Father is the ruler over
all things as evidenced })y the words
o”esus concerning the day and hour
of His return in the last (lays. Jesus
told His disciples that neither He
nor the angels of heaven where given
the Icnowledge of when that day
would be, and the only One who did
know was His Father in heaven
(Matthew 24:36). God also will
judge the world and the secrets of
men in righteousness, by Jesus
Christ His Son, according to their
works and the things that have been
written (John 5:22; Acts 17:30, 31;
Romans 2:16; Revelations 20:11-
13; Mosiah 8:83; 3 Nephi 12:27).

The final attributes of God is
that God does not change, nor is He
partial, or a respecter to persons
where God invites all to come and
partake of His salvation (James
1:17; Acts 10:34; Mormon 4:68,
82; Moroni 8:19; 2 Nephi 11:97,
112-115).
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MISSIONARY MOMENTS

Ordination of Michael Bevaart
to the office of Elder

ice was opened by Evangelist Hubert

E. Yates, assisted by Elder James E.
Yates, Sr., with the singing of song # 168,
“Living for Jesus.” Elder Jim Yates, Jr.,
offered the opening prayer. The second
song was a special by Shane Gillen
“Blessed Assurance.”

Brother Jim Yates, Sr., offered the
opening comments. He reminded us that
God does not change, so the service tonight
must conform to the scripture. Ministry of
the Church of Christ do not choose the
responsibility as shepherds, God chooses
His servants. Brother Jim talked about the
calling of Aaron and that he was ordained
before the Priests of Israel. When Joshua
was called, God said that he should be
ordained before the whole congregation.
That is what would take place tonight, be-
fore the entire congregation, so to give
Brother Mike charge over the congregation
in public that they might be obedient, as
found in Joshua 28. The group was
charged to help Brother Mike, but that his
main help would come from the One who
called him.

Brother Hubert then gave time for
any additional comments. Elder Adam
Porter spoke of his testimony of Brother
Mike’s calling. He encouraged the congre-
gation to hold him up in prayer and re-
minded them of the responsibilities of an
elder.

Jim Yates, Sr., spoke of the verse in
Exodus where Moses wrestled with the
Lord asking “Who am I that I should go
unto Pharaoh?” Brother Jim reminded
Mike that God does not call the strong, but

S aturday, October 26, 2002, the serv-

the weak to prove His strength. He then
rehearsed the events from the time
Brother Mike was told to prepare to the
time of his calling.

Hailey and Kaitlyn Yates then sang a
special titled “Faithful Men.”

Brother Hubert began his comments
by speaking to Brother Mike, Sister Debbie
and their children about their responsibili-
ties in their family and to their congrega-
tion. He read from Matthew 9:37 & 38 and
John 15:16, as reassurance to Brother
Mike that he had not chosen God, but that
God had chosen him. His job would be to
preach the “Old Jerusalem Gospel,” and
that God needs dedicated men, women,
wives, and mothers for this task. After
reading Titus 1:7-9, where God sent his
ministry to teach, not to be taught, Brother
Hubert told of his calling by Brother T. J.
Jordan of Saskatchewan. He then read
from 1 Peter 5:1-5 and taught that the
gospel must be carried forward in love.
Tonight, Brother Mike became a fisher of
men, as found in Matthew 4:19. God will
do the work of preparing the hearts of men,
but they still have the right to choose.
Brother Hubert read Mosiah 11:15-16,
John 21:15-18, and Brother Mike was as-
sured that God would not give him a greater
task than he could bear.

Brother Hubert then asked the
church members that would be the found-
ing members of the Brantford local if they
would accept the ministry of Brother Mike.
The vote of acceptance was unanimous.

Brother Mike was called forward. As
he knelt at the front of the church, Brother
Hubert and Brother Jim, Sr., laid hands on

him and Brother Hubert offered the prayer
of ordination.

Brother Mike then thanked everyone
for coming and for their show of love and
support. He testified of his witness to his
calling. He said when he was called he
didn’t feel what he expected to feel, prob-
ably because of the memories of his pre-
vious life. He didn’t want to be ordained
without a personal witness so after three
weeks he began to doubt if he would accept
the calling. He left for work in an awful
state of mind. Then he got a cell phone
call from Brother Jim Yates, Jr. This was
unusual since only his company and wife
have his cell phone number. It is hard to
hear in the semi that he drives, but finally
he understood that it was Jim Yates, Jr.
They made arrangements to talk the next
day, when he realized that all his doubts
were gone. He told the Lord he would
accept the call and has had no doubts
since. He asked for prayers for himselfand
his family so that they can fulfill their
responsibilities.

The congregation then offered the
hand of fellowship to Brother Mike. The
service was closed with the singing of
Hymn # 167 and prayer by Jim Yates, Sr.

On Sunday, October 27, 2002, Elder
Michael Bevaart preached his first sermon
to a full congregation of members from
Phoenix, AZ, Bradley, MI, Hogansburg NY,
Cornwall, Canada and the Brantford area.

Marn Vieveen
Brantford, Ontario, Canada

—— P
g L
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RESOLUT

he Council of Apostles rec-

ommends for adoption the
following: Be it resolved that
a Solemn Assembly be held
at the Temple Lot the two
days preceding the April
Ministers’ Conference, on
April 4th and 5th, 2003, and
that the Council of Apostles
submit the specific purpose
of this assembly to the Zion’s

Advocate for publication by
January 2003. Resolved,
that all members of this
Church of Christ, who are
hindered by circumstances
beyond their control from as-
sembling on the Temple Lot,
are encouraged to dedicate
the same period to fasting
and prayer in their locals or
in their homes, that the

ON fOR THE 2003 SOLEMN ASSEMBLY

whole Church may be united
in one heart and one mind.

Respectfully submitted,
The Council of Apostles
(Signed)

Smith N. Brickhouse,
Secretary

APRIL MINISTERS” CONFERENCE 2003

As instructed by the 1964
WApril Ministers’ Confer-
ence, be advised that the
2003 April Ministers’ Con-
ference will begin on Mon-
day, April 7, 2003;
“Conference Sunday,” be-
ginning Sunday, April 6,
2003. The first business ses-
sion will begin at 9:00 a.m.
Monday, April 7, 2003, at
the General Church Building
on the Temple Lot. Accord-
ing to action taken during
the 2002 April Ministers’
Conference, Solemn Assem-
bly will be held Friday, April
4th, and Saturday, April 5th,
2003, at the General

Church Building on the Tem-
ple Lot.

All committee reports
should be forwarded to the
Conference Secretary at
least two (2) weeks in
advance of the beginning of
the first business session. As
is always the case, it is
requested that any business
desiring to be placed before
the 2003 April Ministers’
Conference be forwarded in
advance of the first business
meeting so that document
packets may be completed
for distribution.

The mailing address for

the above requested

information is:

Harvey E. Seibel,

April Ministers’
Conference Secretary
9800 E. 32nd Street S.
Independence, MO 64052

Your Brother in the Lord’s
Work,

Harvey E. Seibel,

2003 April Ministers’
Conference Secretary

Church of Christ
(Temple Lot)
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Resolution for the

2003 Solemn Assembly

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Council of Apostles wishes to submut the following purpose for the 2003 Solemn
Assembly to be held on the Temple Lot on April 4th and 5th, in accordance with the instructions
given us by the 2002 Apnl Ministers’ Conference.

Throughout history the people of the church have been called to fast and pray concerning
some of the needs of their day. Moroni 6:6 tells us, “And the church did mect together oft, to
fast and to pray, and to speak one with another concerning the wellare of their souls....” We are
living in a tme of great promuses, many concerns, and several needs. We desire that each of you
would join with us in remembering several items of great importance in this dispensation ol time.

The scriptures tell us that we are living in penilous times. The world 1s ever encroaching on
the Church of Chnst, and we are engaged in a licree batde o keep from being overcome by it
Let us pray lor each other, our marriages, our familics, and the whole church that we mught have
the strength of God to be victorious in this battle, and to be able to reject this world and attain a
more Godly life.

There has been a continual need for additional ministry i the Church since 1t was first
established by Christ. The Church of Christ is no different today as we see and feel a great need
for additional ministry in every office of the priesthood. Christ commanded the Church long ago
to bring this need up in prayer. Luke 10:2: “Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly 1s
great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send
forth labourers into his harvest.” Let us pray and fast for the great need we have for ministry, and
let’s pray that the Lord would be preparing the hearts of men for this great responsibility, and that
He would use His servants to make the call according to His time and purposc.

The Lord has been pouring out His blessings on us, and we have been receiving more
contacts desiring to know more about us as a Church. Some of these contacts are n foreign lields
where it will take a great amount of time and finances to visit and reach out more fully to them.
The Council of Apostles and traveling ministry need discernment as to which contacts we need
to expend more of our efforts upon, and we need o be directed by the Lord in our efforts to
spread the gospel to all the world.  Let’s pray that the Lord will bless our elforts to spread the
gospel, and give us discernment and wisdom that we might labor within His great plan, and not
in our own strength. Let us pray further that the Lord would empower us with the gifts of His
Spirit and show forth His power in our ministrations to our people and the world.

It is our earnest hope that as many as are able will join with us and remember these needs
in fasting and prayer on April 4th and 5th, and as often as possible.

In gospel bonds,

The Council of Apostes
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NEWS

BRADLEY LOCAL REFLECTIONS

he year 2002 was one full of

blessings for our local. In
June, we enjoyed having Dennis,
Betsy and Amanda Trudgen visit-
ing here in Michigan before their
departure to Vienna, Austria.
During the Michigan reunion,
Dennis was called and ordained to
be an elder. Following his testi-
mony he was ordained by Apostles
Smith Brickhouse and Roland
Sarratt.

On August 17th, Heidi Porter
married Tony Jones, both mem-
bers of our local. People traveled
from Canada, New York, Phoenix,
Minnesota and Wisconsin to wit-
ness their promise to God to love
and care for each other for the
remainder of their lives. Brother
Ed Toulouse, Flint local pastdr,
performed the ceremony, which
was held at Frederick Meijer Gar-
dens in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Aimee Yates performed two beau-
tiful solos, while Kimberly Yates
accompanied her on the grand pi-
ano. Tony and Heidi have made
their home in Lowell, Michigan
where she works, and which is a
short commute to Grand Valley
State University. Tony has a short
commute for his job and they are
within a reasonable distance of

families and church.

On September 28th, Bill and
Sharon Salters beamed at the
birth of a new granddaughter,
Della Reese Salters, at 8 Ibs and 13
ounces. She was welcomed into
this world by her brother Zachary
and Mom and Dad, William and
Jennifer Salters. The family re-
sides in New Bern, North Carolina.

Kim and Jim Yates spent the
summer and fall with us while Jim
worked at the University of Michi-
gan Hospital in Ann Arbor. They
stayed long enough to witness the
first snowfall of the season, and
brought some back to Phoenix
with them in the freezer of the
trailer. Our local enjoyed having
their company.

In October, Jim Yates Jr. was
called to the office of an elder
while at a service in Brantford,
Ontario, as well as Mike Bevaart.
On October 13th, Jim Yates, Jr.
was ordained by his father Jim
Yates, Sr. and assisted by Adam
Porter. It was a pleasure to have
Jim and Wanda visiting our group
for the weekend. Several of us
made the trip to Brantford the
next week for Mike’s ordination.

All of our winter snowbirds
left for Florida, Texas and Arizona

in October. We miss them; how-
ever, we are happy that they are
enjoying themselves. The rest of
us make the best of our snow and
cold.

Late this fall, Kallie and Steve
Maag moved to Saline, Michigan,
a couple of hours away. Steve is
employed as a policeman. He
worked hard getting through the
academy this past year.

It has been necessary for our
pastor, Adam Porter, to be install-
ing a machine in Virginia since
early November. During these last
couple of months there were only
two Sundays he was not able to
make it home for services. Great-
fully, we had Jim Yates, Jr. to con-
duct services on one of the
weekends. We continue to thank
the Lord for the blessings he pours
on us.

May God bless all of you,
Sue Porter

- e
_— -
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion’s Advocate by sending us your new
address immediately. Each undeliverable Zion’s Advocate costs the
church more than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to
regular postage.

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 2003 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the
Church of Christ will commence Sunday, April 6. The business
sessions will start at 9:00 AM. Monday, April 7. A Solemn
Assembly will be held prior to the conference, on April 4 & 5. All
services will be held on the Temple Lot.

The 2003 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of
the Church of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
August 4, 5 and 6, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
Independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Each'
Members (optional) . ........... .. $4.00
Non-Members .. ... ... .. ... . .. ... 4.00
FOreign. .. ... oo 4.50

Babyion's Fallandthe Way of Escape. ... .......... ... ... ... ... .. .. 1.85

Book of Commandments (plasticbound) . ... ....... ... ... ... 6.00

Book of Commandments (hardbound) . ... ... .. ... ... 9.00

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed. ..................... .. .. 4.00

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—plastic) . .......... ... ... .. 12.00

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—hard bound) .. .......... . 18.00

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—leather) . ......... ... .. .. . 24.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (plastic) . ............ ... ... .. .. ... .. .. 5.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound) . ... ... . ... ... ... ... .. 12.00

Book of Mormon Concordance. ... ... ... ... 8.00

Changing ofthe Revelations. . ... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... ... 50

Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations. ... ... ..... ..., 1.60

Historical Facts Concerningthe TempleLot. .. .. ... ... ... ... .. ... ... .. 1.00

Libro De Mormon (Spanish) . ... ... 7.00

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor . . .......... ... ... 4.50

Outline History of the Churchof Christ. . ... ... .......... ... .......... 9.65

Temple LotDeed. .. ... .. ... . 30

What the Restoration Teaches ConcerningGod . ... ..................... 250

Zion'sHymnal. ... ... 12.00

*Cost of mailing will be added.

THE FOLLOWING GENERAL CHURCH
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE:*

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830

Apostasy from the New Testament
Church

Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church
of Christ

Article of Faith, #1 - (concerning the
Bible and Book of Mormon)

Baptism for the Dead—A Fallacy

Book of Commandments, The - Its Role
in the History of the Restoration

Brief Commentary: Book of
Commandments & Doctrine and
Covenants

Brief History of the Church of Christ, A

Call to National Repentance, A -
Hearken to the Words of Jesus Christ

Christian Sabbath is the Lord's Day, The
- Sunday

Colored Tracts to Native Americans: 1)
Book in the Stone Box, 2) Did you
Know?, 3) Epistie to American
Indians, 4) Promises of God and
Straight Talk

Concerning Marriage and Polygamy

Cost of Salvation, The

Does it Make a Difference to Which
Church You Belong?

Ei Libro De Mondamientos - Su Funcion
En La Historia De La Restauracion
De La Igiesia De Cristo (Spanish

Book of Commandments
* Commentary)

Evidences of the Book of Mormon

First Presidency or First Aposties?

God's Promises to israel

God's Purpose in America

Great Plan of Redemption, The

Is Marriage for Time and Eternity?—A
Fallacy

Last Maya King and the Liberation of
Jerusalem, The

Latter Day Apostasy

Latter Day Restoration, The

Priesthood—Divine Authority

Principles of the Gospel—Baptism

Principles of the Gospel—Faith &
Repentance

Principles of the Gospel—Laying on of
Hands

Resurrection and Eternal Judgement

Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus

Some Misconceptions about the Book of
Mormon

Synopsis, A (Compares beliefs of three
Restoration churches)

That Sacred Spot is Definitely Located

VWhat about the Book of Mormon?

Why? (Amplities absence of a First
Presidency in Scripture)

Zion and the Tempie of the Lord

*Note: bonations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs.
(Multiple copies available: 6-50¢/100-35.85 plus postage)
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PERMIT NO. 259

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS
The following materials are available on loan to members of the
Church of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology
Committee:

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the
make of your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not
provided except in the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona,
areas.

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for
your own preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee,
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051-
0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward
American Indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and
1830.

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)—Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot.

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New
Testament and a set of the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Dan
Lawrence, 8420 Lee's Summit Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64139.
Specify which set is desired and the estimated length of time you
expect to use it.

SERMONS ON AUDIO & VIDEO CASSETTE TAPES

For a sermon on cassette tape write to Dan Lawrence, 8420 Lee's
Summit Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64139, on video tape contact
your local missionary.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for Sunday School materials to Debbie Vogel, 403
West Colonel Drive, independence, Missouri 64050. All materials
are free of charge to members of the Church of Christ, except as
noted. Donations will be accepted to cover postage.
Bible Stories to Grow By—>52 Lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7
Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormon
Church History for Juniors—Includes a Teacher’'s Guide
Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10
Who Am 17—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 to

individuals.
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