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LATTER DAYS

The sky broke apart and people died
and chaos was supreme;
Buildings tumbled into rubble—
“What does this all mean?”

Some persons even questioned God—
concerned about His care;
But then they prayed and heard His voice,
“Believe me, | was there.”

“l was there when they crucified my Son—
the angels | didn't call;
Life everlasting would never be—
my people all would fall.”

“So it is in life today—My will must gain control;

Fach man must work within his heart
in order to save his soul.”

“I see the overall picture as the world
is shown to me;

Without all the facts, the common man will
probably disagree,

“With my decision as to why these things must
surely come about;
But I weigh each thing carefully so there
can be no doubt.

“These are the Latter Days, my people—
the righteous shall prevail;
But those who use my name in vain will have
just cause to fail.”

Oft He would have gathered us underneath
His wings, but we heeded not;
And thus, we see, as in times past,
what worldly evil now has wrought.

Ten thousand angels He could have sent;
But He saw how the Nation was bent.

—Sam Kidd, October 19, 2001
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By Harvey E. Seibel

rom about the 66th year
Fof the reign of the

Judges (or just 25 years
before the birth of Christ),
Satan began to stir up the
people to a greater degree of
wickedness than had pre-
viously been known in
Nephite history. About
twenty five years earlier a se-
cret organization was formed
which began to wield greater
and greater control over the
affairs of the people, so that
they began to take over the
government of the people.

They, at first, were more nu-
merous among the Laman-
ites, though the Lamanites
had sought to destroy them,
but the more part of the
Nephites united with this
evil band of robbers. This
was a cause of much sorrow
to Nephi, the son of Hela-
man.

In consequence of
Nephi’sunwearying faithful-
ness the Lord gave him
power to smite the people
with various judgments ac-
cording to their wickedness.
Nephi prayed for a famine
upon the people, and after
two years the more wicked
part of the people had been
destroyed (including the rob-
bers of Gadianton), and the
remainder, seeing that they
were about to perish from
the famine, remembered
both the Lord their God and
the words of Nephi. Sointhe
76th year (15 years from the
birth of Christ) God restored
His blessings to them.

But in just four years, a
certain number of dissenters
went over to the Lamanites

and soon commenced a war
with the Nephites, they hav-
Ing again embraced the se-
cret plans of Gadianton. Ef-
forts to put them down ended

in failure. In a remarkably
short time the robbers had
become so numerous that
they defied the combined ar-
mies of both the Nephites
and the Lamanites. This ter-
rible state of affairs served to
stir the people up to remem-
brance of the Lord their God
for only a short span of a few
months, for the following
year they returned to their
iniquity. This wickedness
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continued down to the 86th
year of the reign of judges
(just five years away from the
birth of Jesus).

In this same year came
Samuel the Lamanite to
preach repentance to the
wicked Nephites, to warn of
their ultimate destruction
and to provide them with
some important signs, that of
the birth and death of Christ.
Though some of the Nephites
repented at this juncture,
most turned their hearts
away from these words; thus
it was the lesser part that
served the Lord. These con-
ditions continued in the 87th
and 88th year with little al-
teration, save that the people
began to be more hardened in
iniquity, and then to do more
and more of that which was
contrary to the command-
ments of God in the 89th year.

It is strange indeed that
wickedness among the people
of God would reach such a
climax of evil just one year
from the birth of Christ. Sa-
tan truly gnashed upon the
very thought of the Son of
God coming to bring about
his own eventual defeat. And
now he raged in the hearts of
men at the very eve when
they should have been rejoic-
ing at the imminent birth of
their Savior.

The 90th year dawned
and the words of the prophets
began to be fulfilled, yet the
people hardened their hearts,

all save it were the most be-
lieving part of them, both of
the Nephites and the Laman-
ites. They rationalized away
the signs by saying that the
prophets may have guessed
right, but otherwise all these
great and marvelous works
could not come to pass, that
it was unreasonable that
such a being as a Christ
should come. And so passed
the 90th and the 91st year
Then came the 92nd year and
the sign of a day and a night
and a day with no darkness
which had been prophecied
by Samuel (Helaman 5:57),
frustrating the hope of the
wicked.

But hardly had the sign
been given than Satan began
to stir up the hearts of the
people unto disbelief; never-
theless, the more part of the
people believed and were con-
verted unto the Lord. And so
the year passed. But the
Gadiantons continued to
thrive in their mountain
strongholds and their num-
bers grew because of many
dissenters from the Nephites
which continued to fill their
ranks. And so the people,
both the Nephites and the La-
manites, began to decrease as
to their faith and righteous-
ness because of the wicked-
ness of the rising generation,
so that by the 95th year the
people began to forget those
signs and wonders which
they had heard and to be less

astonished at a sign from
heaven, attributing such
things to the power of the
devil. And now the people be-
gan again to wax strong in
wickedness and abomina-
tions. This state of affairs
continued until the 100th
vear of thereign of the judges,
or nine years since the sign
prophecied by Samuel had
been fulfilled.

Then in the 13th year
there began to be wars and
contentions throughout all
the land because the Gadian-
ton robbers had become so
numerous. In the midst of
this frightful situation the
Nephites were stirred up suf-
ficiently to cry unto the Lord
for deliverance, so that by the
22nd year the Gadiantons
were all destroyed and all the
Nephites were converted to
the Lord because of their
great deliverance, so much so
that they did serve God with
all diligence day and night.
This condition of righteous-
ness prevailed through the
28th year.

Six years now remained
before the appearance of
Christ to them. The people
had lived in peace and right-
eousness for a period of seven
years. Could they not hold
out for six more? But Satan
does not want a people pre-
pared to meet the Lord. And
so we read that in the 29th
year there began to be some
disputings among the people,
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some being lifted up unto
pride and boastings, etc. And
so the people began to be dis-
tinguished by ranks, and
soon the church was broken
up, except among a few La-
manites, in the 30th year,
while the remainder of the
people were in a state of awful
wickedness. Tragically, they
did not sin ignorantly, but
willfully rebelled against the
Lord their God.

Men inspired from
heaven began preaching and
testifying boldly of their sins,
but they were opposed by
those who had been high
priests, chief judges, and law-
yers. In this year the seat of
government was destroyed
and the people were divided
one against another, forming
themselves into tribes.
Though Nephi preached unto
them, there were but few con-
verted unto the Lord. And
thus the 33rd year passed
away and the people were
anything but prepared to
meet the Lord whose coming
was only a little over a month
away. It is such a tragedy
when one thinks how these
very same people, just a few
short years earlier, had been
diligent, both day and night,
in keeping the command-
ments of God. Now their
souls would be forfeit.

What we have witnessed
in these periods is that before
the birth of Christ, and before
His appearance to them, the

people went freely and whole-
heartedly into wickedness,
sinning as it were with a cart

rope (Isaiah 5:18), being deaf
to the pleadings of the ser-
vants of God. It was a time
when Satan raged in the
hearts of the children of men.
Having occurred at the time
of His first coming, can this
same situation again arise be-
fore Christ’s second coming
as well?
Consider:

“For behold, at that day shall
he rage in the hearts of the chil-
dren of men, and stir them up to
anger against that which is
good” (2 Nephi 12:24).

“Be sober, be vigilant; because
your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour”
(1 Peter 5:8).

“Therefore rejoice, ye heav-
ens, and ye that dwell in them.
Woe to the inhabiters of the
earth and of the sea! for the devil
is come down unto you, having
great wrath, because he

knoweth that he hath but =
short time” (Revelation 12:12).

“But evil men and seducers
shall wax worse and worse, de-
ceiving, and being deceived” (2
Timothy 3:13).

“And because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall
wax cold” (Matthew 24:12).

“How that they told you there
should be mockers in the last
time, who should walk after

their own ungodly lusts” (Jude
1:18).

“This know also, that in the
last days perilous times shall
come. For men shall be lovers of
their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, un-
thankful, unholy, Without natu-
ral affection, trucebreakers,
false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are
good, Traitors, heady, high-
minded, lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God; Having
a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof: from such
turn away” (2 Timothy 3:1-5).

“Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own
lusts, And saying, Where is the
promise of his coming? for since
the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation. For
this they willingly are ignorant
of, that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the
earth standing out of the water
and in the water: Whereby the
world that then was, being over-
flowed with water, perished” (2
Peter 3:3-6).

“I tell you that he will avenge
them speedily. Nevertheless
when the Son of man cometh,
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shall he find faith on the earth?”
(Luke 18:8).

“Why do the heathen rage,
and the people imagine a vain
thing? The kings of the earth
set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against
the Lord, and against his
anointed, saying, Let us break
their bands asunder, and cast
away their cords from us”
(Psalm 2:1-3).

“But the heavens and the
earth, which are now, by the
same word are kept in store, re-
served unto fire against the day
of judgment and perdition of un-
godly men” (2 Peter 3:7).

A few observations con-
cerning the day in which we
live:

With the exception of the
Korean War, the 1950s were a
relatively calm period in our
history. The evils with which
our society today abound
were either absent or not vis-
ibly apparent in that day. But
in that decade an evil made
its appearance in the first bla-
tantly pornographic publica-
tion. The 60s saw the re-
moval of prayer and Bible
reading from our schools, and
later the removal of the ten
commandments. The 70s
saw the legalization of abor-
tion in our country, and by
the 80s the homosexual
movement rapidly grew into
a powerful political presence
in our national life. Many
kindred evils arose, such as
euthanasia, immorality of
every kind, filthy entertain-

ments, the destruction of the
mmstitution of marriage and
family, and every perversion
imaginable, etc. This is in
fulfillment of the Book of
Mormon statement:

“But behold, in the last days,
or in the days of the Gentiles;
yea, behold all the nations of the
Gentiles, and also the Jews, both
those who shall come upon this
land, and those who shall be
upon other lands; yea, even
upon all the lands of the earth;
behold, they will be drunken
with iniquity, and all manner of
abominations; And when that
day shall come, they shall be vis-
ited of the Lord of hosts, with
thunder and with earthquake,
and with a great noise, and with
storm and with tempest, and
with the flame of devouring fire”
(2 Nephi 11:116-117).

It is painfully evident, es-
pecially to those of us who
have lived through the last 50
years, that wickedness is on
the increase. But that in-
crease is skyrocketing today.
Satan knows that time is run-
ning out and that Christ is
coming soon. And since this
is the case we can expect that
wickedness will run rampant.
And this is the case. Jesus
warned in Luke that as it was
in the days of Lot so shall it
be in the days of the coming
of the Son of man. Sodomy
was the ‘accepted thing’ in
those days, and today we see
that this particular life style
‘is the accepted alternative of
our day”’ In Lot’s day it en-
compassed the five cities of

the plain. Today it encom-
passes the world. This sign
speaks powerfully of the soon
coming of our Lord and Sav-
ior, for He said this would be
the condition that the world
would obtain just prior to His
return. It is no wonder that
Christ asked if, when He
came again, would He find
faith in the earth. It is be-
cause the nations today have
become like unto the
Nephites at the time of the
first coming. In the days of
Nephi, there were just a few
who remained faithful. And
so it is today; only a few will
hold out to the end.

We are already at the fork
in the road. It is time we
awakened to our plight and
cast out those ‘lions, or sins’
we still harbor in our hearts.
It is time we put on the full
armor of God and come out of
this world’s system. It is
time we become a holy people
in the sight of God, and not be
conformed to the image of
this world. The coming of
Christ and the judgments are
at the door.

“For the time is come that
judgment must begin at the
house of God: and if it first begin
at us, what shall the end be of
them that obey not the gospel of
God? And if the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall
the ungodly and the sinner ap-
pear?” (1 Peter 4:17-18).

i
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SERIES: PART10F3

SECTION ONE:

SOME BASIC ASSUMPTIONS

By Apostle Don Mcindoo

sent some basic assump-

tions to help us in a study
of the book of Revelation. We
shall proceed on the assump-
tion that the author of the
book was the Apostle John,
while in exile on the Isle of
Patmos.

]It would seem wise to pre-

a. Polycarp, the bishop of
Smyrna, was a personal
friend of John, and
Irenaeus was a per-
sonal friend of Poly-
carp. Irenaeus gave a
clear testimony that

John was the author of

Revelation.

b. Andrew, bishop of Cae-

sarea, in his Commen-
tary on the Apocalypse,
writes that Papias,
Irenaeus, Methodius
and Hippolytus all give
witness to John’s
authorship of the book.

. Justin Martyr was a

Christian philosopher
who lived shortly after
John’s death and knew
many of John’s con-
temporaries. He was a
believer in the millen-
nium, and wrote, “And
a man from among
us by name John,
one of the Apostles
of Christ, in arevela-
tion made to him has
prophesied that the
believers in one
Christ shall live a
thousand years.”’

w:th certam
“‘T«detaxls in
f;,Reveiatson

we shall make is that the

book was written about
A.D. 96, during the final
years of the reign of the em-
peror, Domitian,

ZAnother basic assumption

a. On this point, the testi-
mony of the early
church fathers is quite
uniform.

b. Irenaeus was a disciple
of Polycarp, who was a
disciple of John. He
writes concerning the
Revelation: “It was
seen no long time
ago, but almost in
our age, at the end of
the reign of Domi-
tian.””
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c. Clement of Alexandria
confirms this by speak-
ing of John returning
from his exile “.. after
the death of the ty-
rant.” He also refers to
him as being then
“..an infirm old
man.”’ The term, ty-
rant, could refer to
either Nero or Domi-
tian. This is important,
because the persecution
of Nero was in A.D. 64.

d. Jerome, another early
church father, wrote
that John saw the
Apocalypse while on the
isle of Patmos, “when
banished thither by
the Roman emperor
Domitian.”* This will
be our assumption in
this study.

® A third basicassumptionis
€. that the events unfolding
# in the book of Revelation
are basically sequential in na-
ture. However, it is admitted
that many scholars see indi-
cators that all the details of
Revelation do not follow one
another chronologically.
Also, many see some passages
as being parallel passages to
events that had been de-
scribed earlier. Taking all
this into consideration, it will
yet be helpful to view the
prophecy as basically sequen-
tial in nature.

revealed to Nephi (I

hThe Lord had previously
Nephi 3) a prophetic view

of historic events that would
unfold in the future. Nephi’s
vision is basically chronologi-
cal in nature. Since it covers
the same time frame, it will
help us to find parallels in
these two visions of world his-
tory that we might better un-
derstand the chronology of
Revelation. In one sense, this
i1s precisely the reason for
which the Book of Mormon
came forth. Its purpose is de-
scribed in 2 Nephi 2:19-23:

“Wherefore, the fruit
of thy loins shall write;
and the fruit of the loins
of Judah shall write;
And that which shall be
written by the fruit of
thy loins, and also that
which shall be written
by the fruit of the loins
of Judah, shall grow to-
gether, Unto the con-
founding of false doc-
trines, and laying down
of contentions, and es-
tablishing peace among
the fruit of thy loins,
And bringing them to
the knowledge of their
fathers in the latter
days; And also to the
knowledge of my cove-
nants, saith the Lord.”

demonstrates how the vi-

sion will unfold in an or-
derly manner: Jesus in-
structed John to do the fol-
lowing:

a.) “Write the things
which thou hast

5Verse 19 of chapter one

seen, (Chapter 1)

b.) and the things which
are, and (Chapters 2 &
3)

c.) the things which
shall be hereafter;”
(Chapters 4 - 22)

(Here we must realize
that those things which
shall be hereafter refers to
things after John’s day, not
necessarily after our own
day.)

find that seven seals were

opened successively. This
was followed by seven angels
with trumpets that sounded
successively. Then seven vi-
als of God’s wrath were
poured out upon the earth,
one by one. Even the lan-
guage John used throughout
the book gives us the idea of
the sequential occurrence of
the events unfolded to his
view: He writes, “And after
these things I saw...” and
“After this I beheld...”

6As we read the book, we

that it is likely that those

ancient readers of the
book of Revelation under-
stood it better, and with less
difficulty, than do we. They
were familiar with both the
customs of the times and with
the apocalyptic style of writ-
ing that was common in Is-
rael between 200 B.C. and
100 A.D.

70118 might also assume
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CHAPTER ONE

In the opening verses of
]chapter one we find it iden-

tified as “The Revelation
of Jesus Christ, which
God gave unto him, to
shew unto his servants
things which must shortly
come to pass...” (Revela-
tion 1:1). This book is an in-
spired book which contains
the revelation of Jesus
Christ. Verse three states in
no uncertain terms that this
book is a “prophecy.”
There was unfolded to the
eves of John a vision with a
series of successive scenes
that predicted events that
were to transpire in world
history.

With these few words I
Zhave introduced the his-

toricist approach to the
book of Revelation. Those
who teach this view believe
that God revealed the entire
“church age” in advance
through the symbolic visions
of the Apocalypse. The histo-
ricist approach endeavors to
align specific historic events
with certain details in Reve-
lation. Those early Reform-
ers who were of the historicist
point of view and who lived
after the year 1787, when Ed-
ward Gibbon’s Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire
was published, relied heavily
upon his detailed work, for
his unbiased history covered

the very events which were
prophesied in the Apoca-
lypse, chapters 1 through 13.

A unique characteristic of
Sthis line of interpretation

is its advocacy of what is
called the “year-for-a-day
principle,”® i.e., forty-two
months (42 months of 30
days, or 42 X 30) equals 1,260
days, or years. Another
great, and non-negotiable,
concept of the historicist view
is that the papacy represents
the great “antichrist” of
Revelation. This is the clas-
sic approach of the Reformers
and early Protestants.’

Those in the past who
took this point of view

were John Knox, John
Wyecliffe, William Tyndale,
Martin Luther, John Calvin,
Sir Isaac Newton, John Foxe
and John Wesley. Elders of
the Church of Christ, such as
Hedrick, Haldeman, Mac-
Greggor, Flint, Wheaton,
Seibel and Sheldon, have long
used the ideas and research of
these Reformers in support of
our concept of an apostasy
and a restoration of the
church. Basically, this report
will incorporate the histori-
cist point of view because
none of the other systems are
reconcilable with our teach-
ings.
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GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

‘LET'S LEARN TOGETHER
THE SIX PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL”

RESURRECTION—the Fifth Principal

Atthe time that we die, our spirits return to our God who gave us life, and our bodies
are discarded (Alma 19:43). Those spirits of the righteous are received into a state of
happiness called paradise, a state of peace and rest. The wicked ones are sent into
outer darkness, which some people call hell or the prison house. They will remain there
until their Resurrection (Alma 19:44-47),

At the time of the Resurrection, each person’s soul will again be reunited with their
body—a perfect immortal body which will not decay (Il Nephi 6:28-32). They will be
changed in a twinkling of an eye, at the last trump (I Corinthians 15:51-53).

Because of Christ’s death for us this Resurrection will be accomplished.

The Resurrection not only redeems all men from the temporal death, but it brings
them back into the presence of God, where they shall stand before Him to be judged.

Everyone will not be Resurrected at once. The first group to be Resurrected will be
those who have done good (the righteous) when the Lord shall return with power and
glory. The second group will be those who have chosen evil (Mosiah 9:39-40: Revela-
tions 20:4-6; | Thessalonians 4:16; Jacob 3:16-17: il Nephi 11:32-33; John 5:28-29
14:3).

To partake in this first Resurrection we must:
1—Come to Christ (lll Nephi 4:42)
2—Believe on His name (lll Nephi 4:47; John 6:47: John 11:25-26)
3—Take upon us His name (1l Nephi 12:18)
4—Hearken to His word (lll Nephi 10:31; Matthew 7:21-25)

S>—Keep His Commandments (Il Nephi 5:68; 7:2)

6—Become as a little child (Il Nephi 4:51-52; Matthew 18:3)

7—Repent of sin (Il Nephi 5:39-40; 12:33-35; Luke 13:2-5)

8—Be baptized (Il Nephi 5:40, 10:31; Mark 16:15-16)

9—Come unto Him with a broken heart and contrite spirit (i1l Nephi 5:66)
10-Endure to the end (lll Nephi 7:10, 12:18; Matthew 10:22, 24:13).

There will also be taking part at this time some who died as little children and those
of this life who never had an opportunity to hear the law of God or the message of the
Savior.

The righteous who come forth at the first Resurrection shall live and reign with Christ
for a thousand years upon the earth where there will be total peace, and the Lord shall
reign over all the earth. Satan will be chained and will have no power (Revelations
11:15; | Nephi 7:60-62; Revelations 20:4-8).

At the end of the thousand years of rest, the ones who have chosen evil will come
forth. This is when the Eternal Judgment occurs, which we will study next month.
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" GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

‘LET'S LEARN TOGETHER
THE SIX PRINCIPLES OF THE GOSPEL”

DISCUSSION:
On a chalkboard, draw out the sequence of who goes where after death.

Picture of Jesus on a cloud to color.
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SERMON

In The Beginning God Created the Earth and
Mankind to Fulfill His Plan of Salvation

By Laverne Lussenden

“Inthe beginning was the
Word, and the Word was
with God; and the Word was
God” (John 1:1).

® God created the land, which
we call the Earth.

@ God said let us build a house
and call it the house of God.

® Equipment was provided to
dig and level the land.

® Next was placed lumber,
windows, roofing materials,
wiring, all sorts of supplies,
cement, nails, paint, and all
other things necessary, and
plans to build His (God’s)
house, but no one to use
these materials.

® There was a pathway to the
house with steps to enter the
building, but no one to walk
thereon.

® All the furnishings needed to
dwell in this house were
made available, but there
was no one to place them in
the proper order.

@let us consider that God
himself, through Jesus
Christ, put everything nec-
essary to build his dwelling.
If only there was someone to
build the house.

In other words, there was no
one to build the house of God,
so God created man.

“And the Lord God
formed man of the dust of
the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath
of life; and man became a
living soul” (Genesis 2:7).

From these passages, we see
that God created someone

called man, which we call the
children of God, to build and
occupy God’s house.

“And it came to pass,
when men began to multiply
on the face of the earth, and
daughters were born unto
them, That the sons of God
saw the daughters of men
that they were fair; and they
took them wives of all which
they chose, And the LORD
said; My spirit shall not al-
ways strive with man, for
that he also is flesh: yet his
days shall be an hundred
and twenty years, There

were giants in the earth in
those days; and also after
that, when the sons of God
came in unto the daughters
of men, and they bare chil-
dren to them, the same be-
came mighty men which
were of old, men of renown,
And GOD saw that the wick-
edness of man was great in
the earth and that every
imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil
continually. And it re-
pented the LORD that he
had made man on the earth,
and it grieved him at his
heart, And the LORD said; I
will destroy man whom 1
have created from the face
of the earth; both man, and
beast, and the creeping
thing, and the fowls of the
air; for it repenteth me that
I have made them, But
Noah found grace in the
eyes of the LORD” (Genesis
6: 1-8).

From these scripture verses
we see that Noah found grace
in the eyes of the Lord and man
was not destroyed. Noah was
given the plan to build a house,
which we call the Ark, to dwell
in during the time of the flood.

“And [ say also unto thee,
That thou art Peter, and
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upon this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it
(Matthew 16:18). (He was
not talking about Peter, but
faith.)

“Therefore whosoever
heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, [ will
liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a
rock: And the rain descend-
ed; and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell
not, for it was founded upon
a rock: And every one that
heareth these sayings of
mine and doeth them not,
shall be likened unto a fool-
ish man, which built his
house upon the sand: And
the rain descended; and the
floods came, and the winds
blew and beat upon that
house; and it fell: and great
was the fall of it” (Matthew
7:24-27).

These scriptures demon-
strate the sure foundation
needed for God's house, by
building our house upon the
rock. In contrast, those who
built on a sandy or unstable
foundation, their house was
likely to fall when bad times
came. When the storms of life
come in, do we have a sandy or
a firm foundation?

“And he gave some, apos-
tles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers;

For the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the

ministry, for the edifying of

the body of Christ: Till we all

come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge

of the Son of God; unto a

perfect man, unto the meas-

ure of the stature of the full-
ness of Christ: That we
henceforth be no more chil-
dren, tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie
in wait to deceive; But
speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into him in all
things, which is the head,

even Christ” (Ephesians 4:

11-15).

These passages talk about
the establishing of the church.
Verse [3: “...in the unity of
the faith,” is a time of no quar-
reling between the saints, a
time of the perfecting of the
saints. It is the opportunity to
improve our time while in this
house. We have knowledge of
Christ, and strive to become a
perfect man, not changing. but
steadfast, until we come into
the fullness of Christ. Remem-
bering that after following the
rules and regulations of God, it
is still the grace of God that
allows us to have eternal life.

“Now ye are the body of

Christ, and members in par-

ticular. And God hath set

some in the church, first
apostles, secondarily proph-

ets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of

healings, helps, govern-

ments, diversities of
tongues. Are all apostles?

Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Are all workers of
miracles? Have all the gifts
of healing? Do all speak with
tongues? Do all interpret?
But covet earnestly the best
gifts: and yet shew I unto

you a more excellent way (1

Corinthians 12:27-31).

God is concerned about all of
us. We each have different
gifts; covet which gift God
gives you. Love God with all
your strength and might, and
have a love for others. God
has prepared all the materials
to build His house, and created
mankind not only to build
God's house, but also to oc-
cupy it. In other words:

@ What good is a preacher if
there is no one to teach?

@ What good are the pews if
there is no one to occupy
them?

® What good are the song
books if there is no one to
sing?

@ \What good are the piano and
organ if there is no one to

play?

® \What good are the Bible and
Book of Mormon if there is
no one to study or use them?

I would ask you to use your
imagination: of all the gifts and
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talents that God has given to
use in His house, which talent
is yours and are you using it?

“And in the day that he
shall set his hand again the
second time to recover his
people, is the day, yea, even
the last time, that the ser-
vants of the Lord shall go
forth in his power, to nourish
and prune his vineyard; and
after that, the end soon
cometh. And how blessed
are they who have labored
diligently in his vineyard;
and how cursed are they
which shall be cast out into
their own place! And the
world shall be burned with
fire. And how merciful is our
God unto us; for he remem-
bereth the house of Israel;
both root and branches; and
he stretches forth his hands
unto them, all the day long;
And they are a stiff-necked
and a gainsaying people; but
as many as will not harden
their hearts, shall be saved
in the kingdom of God.
Wherefore, my beloved
brethren, I beseech of you in
words of soberness, that ye
would repent, and come with
full purpose of heart, and
cleave unto God as he
cleaveth unto you. And
while his arm of mercy is ex-
tended towards you in the
light of the day, harden not
your hearts. Yea, today if ye
will hear his voice, harden
not your hearts: for why will
ye die? For behold, after
that ye have been nourished
by the good word of God all
the day long, will ye bring
forth evil fruit, that ye must

be hewn down and cast into
the fire? Behold; will ye re-
Ject these words? Will ye re-

the last day,

‘/}‘;ji’ih’ose who

labored diligently
will be blessed.

ject the words of the proph-
ets and will ye reject all the
words which have been spo-
ken concerning Christ, after
that so many have spoken
concerning him? And deny
the good word of Christ, and
the power of God; and the
gift of the Holy Ghost, and
quench the Holy Spirit?
And make a mock of the
great plan of redemption,
which hath been laid for
you? Know ye not that if ye
will do these things, that the
power of the redemption and
the resurrection which is in
Christ, will bring you to
stand with shame and awful
guilt before the bar of God?
And according to the power
of justice, for justice can not
be denied, that ye must go
away into the lake of fire and
brimstone, whose flames are
unquenchable, and whose
smoke ascendeth up for ever
and ever, which lake of fire
and brimstone, is endless
torment. O then, my be-
loved brethren, repent ve.
and enter in at the strait
gate, and continue in the
way which is narrow, until ye
shall obtain eternal life. O

be wise: what can I say

more? Finally, [ bid you fare-

well, until I shall meet you

before the pleasing bar of

God; which bar striketh the

wicked with awful dread and

fear. Amen (Book of Mor-
mon, page 188: chapter 4: vs

3-18),

The servants prune the vine-
yard. At the last day. those
who labored diligently will be
blessed. Those who were not
hard hearted shall be saved in
the kingdom of God. Those
who harden their hearts will
feel shame and guilt before the
bar of God, and be cast into the
Lake of Fire and Brimstone to
suffer an endless torment. So,
cleave to God, do not harden
your heart, and be lost. Enter
in at the straight and narrow
path, which leads to eternal
lite. God will give you his grace
and kindness.

Let us go to the House of the
Lord.
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The World Trade
MIRACL

e saw a miracle

in the midst of

all the chaos that
took place Tuesday,
September 11, 2001. As |
watched the re-runs of the
collapse of the two World
Irade Center buildings
Tuesday afternoon, and
prayed for the victims,
families, and rescue
workers, my engineer’s
mind became aware of the
miracle | had seen "LIVE"
Tuesday morning. | saw
TWO OF THE MOST
PERFECT IMPLOSIONS OF
STRUCTURES | have ever

viewed, which is well over
50, on the news and on
site. Both structures, one
after the other collapsed
totally within themselves.
I remembered wondering,
what had caused the
farlure of the CENTER
SUPPORT FOUNDATIONS,
causing the interior
column failures first,
which is the technique
used in the demolition of
tall buildings. Then |
heard the first report that

extreme heat (13500
degrees plus) from the

l
£

fuel, that had

burning je

L L]

Center

flowed down the CENTER
of the building, had
melted the CENTER steel
members, causing the
structures to react like
implosions.

Had either or both of
these buildings failed in
any other way, causing it
to fall laterally, it would
have extended 100's of
feet more than the 1300
feet of its height, like a
Catapult, or battermg ram
through blocks of build-
ings, even just the floors
above the impacts, like a
topped or felled tree, the
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loss of life and “collateral
damage” would have been
10 times, or 100 times
greater, if they fell in differ-
ent directions, than it was.
The horrendous force pro-
duced, as thi

steel, concrete, glass, &

etc., impa("t@d grou nd
Zero, was many times
more destructive than a

World War 11 Bomb Grou p
(2/ planes) of B-1/s loaded
with 500 Ib. bombs a total
of more than 150,000 Ibs.
[ know from my own ex-
perience asa B-17 bombar-

dier on 37 missions, 30 of

which were as a lead bom-
bardier, stationed in Eng-
land.

In scientific terms, the
probability of the fuel
flowing down only the
center of ; ust one of these
structures is huge, and the
probabilit (hdt i} - fuel re-
leased in thc, second stru
turc would also flovy on 5

down the center of the

1is 1300 feet of

THIS NATION,

structure and imploding
in an almost identical w ay
is astronomical. GOD'S
HAND WAS MADE MANI-
FEST AND ALL OF TH
WORLD SHOULD TAK
NOTICE OF [T. GOD STIL
IS IN CONTROL ()} THI
WORLD AND ITS TOTA
FORCES, AND 1S GIVING
FSPECIALLY,
TO LOOK
FORITTS SALVA-

E
E
L
S
L

WARNING
UNTO HIM

TION.

Lest any think I do not
SUQPO’( this  MOST
BLESSED NATION, THEY
DO NOT KNOW ME 1
LOVE THIS NATION, SEC-
OND ONLY TO GOD AND
HIS PEOPLE. Tam a fervent
FLAG WAVER and support
our Government, Presi-
dent, and leaders and
continue \
guidance. But we should
ALL realize that we are eve
witnesses to the beginning
of that great event, which
“ms}

General George ng-

to prav for their

tonsawas THETHIRD AND
LAST GREAT PERIL to this
Nation, and which both
the Bible and Book of Mor-
mon call the LAST DAYS,
through all of which, God
reigns, and CALLS US
FACH ONE, to believe in
His Son Jesus Christ, re-
pent and trust in Him.
When we do, He will sus-
tain us, as individuals, the
Church and as a Nation.
Believe in MIRACLES: THEY
ARE BEING PERFORMED
IN OUR VERY MIDST
LOOK UP AND REJOICE IN
HIM, FOROUR SAIVATION
IS AT HAND.

May God bless you all and
all those who mourn,

Dick Wheaton

Independence, MO

WJ')osteza] on U]w CCEG

e

ANNOUNCEMENTS ' |

he Church of Christ, Phoenix Lo-

cal, will be hosting our annual
reunion. Services will begin on Fri-
day morning, November 23rd, and
will continue through Sunday eve-
ning, November 25th, 2001.

Those who plan to aftend, or re-
quiring more information, please
contact the following people:

ARIZONA REUNION

Pastor Elder Gordon McCann
18808 N. 30ih St
Phoenix, AZ 85050
[602) 569-2347

glpdmccann@aol.com

Asst. Pastor Priest Duane Ely
18814 N 30th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85050
(602) 569-1516

Asst. Pastor Priest Glenn Orsted
1327 E. Wescolt Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85050-2393
(602) 780-8764

borsted@ix.netcom.com

We invite everyone to come and
share the Thanksgiving holiday and
worship the Lord with us!
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PATHLIGHTS

By Placido Matd

remember that in one of

1w trips to the United
States we were talking 1n
the council meer about our-

ing
reach and how important 1t 1s 1o
talk with other people about the
gospel. When I came back fron

this trip my heart was tull of joy
(1t always happens to me when |
from

come back missionary

zrépsj}, and I was thinking about
this i1ssue when 1 was on the
rhe

pi;me. When I arrived at

aérpori in Mérida, Yucatin, my
family was waiting for me, and
they had rented a taxi to go to
the town were [ live.

During this journey 1 was
SITring in the front and Silddi?lﬂ}’
my family fell asleep because 1t
was late at night, almost 12
o'clock. At tirst I was quiet, but
atter a few munutes I was talking
with rthe rtax: driver abourt the
weather, and some other things.
Soon he began to talk to me
about his family problems and

immediately a voice came to my

oue of

mind, " This 1s the person you

§ 1

need to ralk ro abour the e gospel.

I was thinking about thart

PATHLIGHTS

experience and suddenly he asked
me a question, “What does the

church reach abourt these

In mfvdzau_h I thought
Then |

began to talk with him about our

{im’}gg?”

to z'n}f'ssli‘, “green l%iﬁt.”
beliets and about the gospei. We
had a very good conversation

during our trip, and when [ said

good bye, I made this invitation

to him, "You are invited to come
1o
to our church,

About

had to

He said "okay.”
rwo months later |
iravel to Cancin,

A,

Quintana Roo, México, for a

N . H
missionary (z';p When | came

back 1t was Father's Day and the
church 1n our loc ;? gave a party

S 4
When | arrived

Bur

Taxi

N Ny 1
for the fathers.
it was exactly at supper time,

whar a suz"}vz"izas (o see the

driver sitting at the rable
church?

at our

A brother from the
church made an invitation to him
to go on that occasion. | shook
his hand and there we were again
sitting together talking about
the gospel.

After the meal I invited him
to come to church again, and he
n our

looked very interested

church. Since that time he has
come and participated in all the
activities at church.

Eight months later he asked
for baptism, but first he asked
me to study the scriptures with
him about baptism. He attended
all of the studies and two months

later he was baptized. Before his

NOVEMBER
-225-



Zion's Advocate

baptism he bore a testimony. He
satd that he had two spiritual

dreams that he could not
understand at that time.

In his tirst dream many years
ago he dreamed that he was
attending in a place that he had
not attended before. He saw a
building and some people that
were having a party, but he forgot
about this dream ftor some time.
When he came to church for the
First time, sudde z'zf,j,’ e
remembered abour his dream.
He saw the building, the people
like in his

SZECI p&ii‘w exac d

dz%;\u‘zy Now he said, "l know that

L , ‘
{sod was showing me

rhe pizzcs

where I need to be.”
Dufmf

%ap{ism he had :

his studies abour
inother dream.
He saw that he was standing
before two roads, one wide and

I i

one narrow. He SawW fll{ % ";m

P s f
to X‘x’éii?'\ mno e ‘{‘x’idi‘ i"i}i‘id burt

he saw that he was

When

he woke up he gﬁi’)ﬂ‘iplmcfv

immediately

A 1 N
sutterimg, almost dying.

o
understood that God was

showin g him what would hap%n

¢ mwf&sz“n I’ IO“% Y

- b
E'“HHN ih(\\*’& i“ﬁi}’“i*ifﬂki*\ ne

knew thar God was callin

1g him to
be a member of the church. Last
April Brother Joel Aké was

b;ipiized My brothers and

can see how God
children.
not matter where you live or what
God has a
p};m for each one of us. And we
12t GOD LOVES
question 1s, DO
REALLY LOVE GOD»
do you show that you love
that God

Are you

friends, you
works with His [t does

hnguag@ }V’OH SPQZ&K;

know for sure th
US, bur the

YOL
How
God?

has given you so much?

Do vou realize

giving your entire lite to him? If

so, how s he workm;{‘; with vou?

GOC]; Hears an& AIISWGI'S Pra,yer

enaro i,OM us of a HL;ﬁind i]mi
}7{1‘ had W}Al{,’ﬂ 11(‘ was a ?\Q?UUQ(,’?’
In those (1&}75, mihiary

man.
service was obli igatory.  Lvery
voung man had to serve. How-

ever, no one would report, so Uqcy
had to take S?{?Ciai measures to
get an army. Jenaro did not want
to go, inc\:ausc ﬂz ey a bu«e the sol-
diers }7'\,7 beatin g them, etc. He
pravel continuous § houi his de-
sire not to ]w pari of the army.
The bpcua measures taken to
raise the army were that ﬂzu}/
would just go into the viﬂagcs and
take the young men. Thcy also
would stop the buses and board

them. Hwy point out to various

“You, you,
s go. O

now in dw

voung men, &H(}i say,

you, vou, and you. lLet

i

the bus. You are
ke

army.

Several times in his li {Q dur-
in;;‘ ‘L{;w years Wiw;} 3’10 wWas Célgi-
bl they boarded |
sle to serve, they boarded buses
where he was sitting. ] hu* never
saw imnwwﬂ'w a}waw overlooked
1, oy 1
him. The pcnp]t on the bus were

H . r H
amazed, and said so after the sol-
diers were gone. “How did vou

‘1"'ilr”*§ 1]
miss being picked!  they would

ask him. ‘1 d(mfi iem}w,” he

W’(){Eid rcpl}h OI’}CC 1{1&3 was up

front and standing next to the

*y}] e

soldier dumg the ;‘)écking stood

driver when i'iwy entered.

rigi}% beside him and puinied out
several tecnagers and ijhey fol-
Again ihey did
| guess ihe Lxml

lowed him out.
not see Jenaro.
had other plan» for }wmm h}(iav

he 18 one {h Ouy }Cd{%{?;’b i }1(”1"

{l‘ti ras.

Moser

Alvin /.

~~i’375!¢a/ o1 f;]w CCEG

S o
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REUNION REPORT

Idaho Reunion 2001

We opened our first service on Sat-
urday, July 14, 2001 with songs
and a poem entitled “Rocks.” Prayers
were offered up for Val Kelley’s mom,
Marge, Teen Camp, our brother Klaus
whose wife Nadene passed away the
night before, a baby named Cody who
has a life threatening lung problem,
those in the Philippines, Don Smith,
Erica, isolated members in Toppinish,
Washington, and the Idaho local.

After the prayers were offered there
were many testimonies of the healing
power of God and how God helps us at
work. Brian McIndoo told of a healing
he received after becomingill in Africa.
Roy Coon talked about overcoming dis-
couragement. And Mike Kelley was ad-
ministered to.

After the morning service ended we
had lunch and free time in which some
of the group went tubing in the beauti-
ful Coeur d Alene River.

Brian gave us our first sermon of the
reunion, “Strength is what we need.”

Revelation, 12:7&17

1 Nephi 7:28-40

Ephesians 6:11-14

3 Nephi 12:34-35

2 Corinthians 13:8

2 Timothy 4:2-4

Titus 1:9-11

Revelation 2:10-11

I Peter 3:12

Phillipians 4:7&8

Galations 2:20

I Nephi 3:68

AMma 10:17
Revelation 17:14

After the sermon we had more time
to visit and take in the beauty of our
surroundings.

Roger Bruner preached our evening
service.

Proverbs 1:1

Hebrews 6:1-3 & 11

Isaigh 7:14-1

Jacob 2:44

Matthew 18:2

Proverbs 1:1

Mosiah 1:79

Psalm 46:1-11

5
5

After the evening service we had din-
ner and fellowship and a campfire with
music and great company,

S unday dawned bright and beautiful
as we gathered for our Sacrament
service. Roy Coon was in charge. We
opened with song and prayer.

Joel Yates preached on:
Acts 17:16-31

John 20:24-29

IJohn I:1-4

3 Nephi 5:1-17

John 10:1-5 & 7-15
Hebrews 4:12-16
Matthew 25:1-12

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

We continued our sacrament serv-

ice with prayers for Bro. Klaus and
family, Ron Temple, isolated members,
Cody, Youth Camp and Ministers’ con-
ference. Testimonies were given after-
ward. After the service ended we had
lunch and free time in which all the
youth and youth-at-heart did some
rock painting.

The evening service commenced
with a sermon by Joel Yates, “Differ-
ences of Opinion.”

2 Nephi 13:22-30

Revelation 3.7

Colossians 4:2-6

Proverbs 18:4-8 &12-19

James 3:1

James 4:11

Ephesians 4:22

3 Nephi 5:29-31

1 Peter 3:8-12

James 1:19-25

Psalms 19:7

After the evening service we enjoyed
another campfire and the company of
all who were there.

Love in Christ,
Val Kelley
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Zion's Advocate

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion's Advocate by sending us your new
address immediately. Each undeliverable Zion’s Advocate costs the
church more than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to
regular postage.,

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 2002 Ministers’ Conference {(general membership) for the
Church of Christ will commence Sunday, March 31. The business
sessions will startat 9:00 A.M. Monday, Aprii 1. A Solemn Assembly
will be held prior to the conference, on March 29 & 30. All services
will be held on the Temple Lot.

The 2002 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the
Church of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
August 9, 10 and 11, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
Independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Each’
Members (optional) . . $4.00
Non-Members .., . . o . . L A00
Foreign. ... .. . o . oL Lo . 4.50

Babyion's Fall and the Way of Escape .. A S ... 1.85

Book of Commandments (hard bound) . . . B .. 9.00

Book of Commandments (plastic bound) . ... B ..o....... 500

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed . . ... 400

Book of Mormon (1908 Authorized Edition—Leathery ... . . 20.00

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—Cloth) 18.00

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—Leather) . ... 24.00

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—Missionary) . . . 7.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound) . e .. 12.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A {softbound) . o . 5.00

Book of Mormon Concordance. . ... . . A C . 8.00

Changing of the Revelations. . R ) ) .50

Comprehensive Comparison of Changes 1o the Revelations . ... 1.80

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor 4.50

Qutline History of the Church of Christ . 2.65

Temple Lot Deed. . 30

What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God 250

Zion's Hymnal. 12.00

"Cost of mailing will be added,

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE:*

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830
Apostasy from the New Testament Church

Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy

Book of Mormon. The (tract)

Brief Commentary: Book of Commandments & Doctrine and Covenants
Brief History of the Church of Christ, A

Christian Sabbath is the Lord’s Day, The

Conceming Marriage and Polygamy

Cost of Salvation, The

Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
Evidences of the Book of Mormon

First Presidency or First Apostles?

God's Purpose in America

Great Plan of Redemption, The

Is Marriage for Time and Eternity 7—A F aliacy

Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem. The
Latter Day Apostasy

Latter Day Restoration, The

Listen, Hearken to Jesus Christ

Priesthood—Divine Authority

Principles of the Gospel—Baptism

Principies of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance

Principles of the Gospel—Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement

Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus

Significant Corrections in the Book of Mormon

Synopsis, A (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon

Why? (Amplifies absence of a “First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord

*Note. Donations will be accepred (o cover posiage & printing costs
(Multiple copies available: 6-50¢/100-35.85 plus postage)

Church of Christ

NONPROFIT .
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS ORG

U.S POSTAGE

TEMPLE LOT
200 8. RIVER BLVD. PAID
P. 0. BOX 472 INDEP., MO

INDEPENDENCE, MO 64051-0472
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PERMIT NO. 259

My & Mrs Aaron Heath
71y 66Lh Aave. o
Hudsonville, ML 49426

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The following materials are available on loan to members of the
Church of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology
Committee:

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the
make of your projector Siide projectors and tape players are not
provided exceptin the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona,
areas.

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for
your own preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee,
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051-
0472
LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward

American Indian viewers complied from three other programs
LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the book

of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and

1830
OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)—Tells the story found within the Bock of

Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the

“land of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especiaily

as holders of Title {0 the previously dedicated Temple Lot

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE

Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New
Testament and a set for the entire Book of Mormon, Write to Dan
Lawrence, 8420 Lee’s Summit Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64138,
Specify which set is desired and the estimated length of time you
expect to use it

SERMONS ON AUDIO & VIDEO CASSETTE TAPES

Fora sermon on cassette tape write to Dan Lawrence, 8420 Lee’s
Summit Road, Kansas City, Missouri 84139 on video tape, write to
Rick Olson at 5629 Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64136,

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for Sunday School materials to Debbie Vogel, 403
West Colonel Drive, Independence, Missouri 64050, All materials
are free of charge 1o members of the Church of Christ, except as
noted. Donations will be accepted to cover postage.
Bible Stories to Grow By—52 Lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7
Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormon
Church History for Juniors—Inciudes a Teacher's Guide
Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10
Who Am 1?7—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 to

individuals.
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