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pray to the God who made us. It behooves us,
then, to humble ourselves before the offended
Power, to confess our national sins, and to pray for

clemency and forgiveness.”
—Abraham Lincoln
Declaring a National Day of Prayer on March 30, 1863.
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ARTICLE

Harvey E. Seibel

makes repeated reference

to the works of the law,
meaning the old Mosaic law.
He also upbraids the Gala-
tian saints. Says he, “I mar-
vel that ye are so soon
removed from him that called
you into the grace of Christ

l:a the book of Galatians Paul

unto another gospel” (Gala-
tians 1:6). Paul expresses
concern over the forced cir-
cumcision of Titus, his Greek
brother, and this because of
false brethren brought in un-
awares, who came in privily
to spy out their liberty which
they had in Christ, that they
might bring them into bond-
age. (See Galatians 2:3-4.)
Then Paul goes on to say that,
“a man is not justified by the
works of the law, but by the
faith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed in Jesus Christ,
that we might be justified by
the faith of Christ, and not by
the works of the law: for by
the works of the law shall no
flesh be justified” (Galatians
2:16). Again Paul chides the
Galatians by saying, “who
hath bewitched you, that ye
should not obey the truth...?

This only would I learn of
you, Received ye the Spirit by
the works of the law, or by the
hearing of faith? ...He there-
fore that ministereth to you
the Spirit, and worketh mir-
acles among you, doeth he it
by the works of the law, or by
the hearing of faith?” (Gala-
tians 3:1, 2, 5). Then Paul
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writes, “For as many as are of
the works of the law are un-
der the curse: for it is written,
Cursed is every one that con-
tinueth not in all things
which are written in the book
of the law to do them” (Gala-
tians 3:4). Paul here is refer-
encing the law of Moses. He
goes on to say “that no man
is justified by the law in the
sight of God, it is evident: for,
“The just shall live by faith”
(Galatians 3:11). But,
“Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law”
(Galatians 3:13). “Where-
fore then serveth the law? It
was added because of trans-
gressions...But before faith
came, we were kept under the
law, shut up unto the faith
which should afterwards be
revealed. Wherefore the law
was our schoolmaster to
bring us unto Christ...But af-
ter that faith is come, we are
no longer under a schoolmas-
ter” (Galatians 3:19, 23, 25).
Finally Paul instructs these
wayward Galatians to “Stand
fast therefore in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made
us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bond-
age (meaning the old law,
HES). Behold, I Paul say
unto you, that if ye be circum-
cised, Christ shall profit you
nothing. For I testify again to
every man that is circum-
cised, that he is a debtor to do
the whole law” (Galatians
5:1-3). And if this becomes

the case then “Christ is be-
come of no effect unto you,
whosoever of you are justified

by the law; (if so, HES) ye are
fallen from grace” (Galatians
5:4). Paul also discusses the
old law in his epistle to the
Romans showing that when
we are under grace we are no
longer under the curse of that
law.

From the above discus-
sion we can see that it was
possible for these saints to re-
turn to the old law which
would both profit them noth-
ing and deny the grace of
Christ. Paul therefore chal-
lenges them, “Tell me, ye that
desire to be under the law, do
ye not hear the law? For it is
written, that Abraham had
two sons, the one by a bond-
maid, the other by a free-
woman. But he who was of
the bondwoman was born af-
ter the flesh; but he of the
freewoman was by promise.
Which things are an allegory:

for these are the two cove-
nants; the one from the
mount Sinai, which gen-
dereth to bondage, which is
Agar (Hagar). For this Agar
is mount Sinai in Arabia, and
answereth to Jerusalem
which now is, and is in bond-
age with her children....
Nevertheless what saith the
scripture? Cast out the bond-
woman and her son: for the
son of the bondwoman shall
not be heir with the son of the
freewoman. So then, breth-
ren, we are not children of the
bondwoman, but of the free”
(Galatians 4:21-25, 30-31).

Therefore the televangel-
ist’s statement that if we fall
from grace we must go to an-
other method of salvation;
that is, of works (or as he
stated ‘fall to works’) is only
conditionally true. Salvation
is not possible through the
works of the law, for were it
so it would require perfect
obedience to that law in every
whit, which no man can do, so
it became a ministration of
death. However it is by grace
we are saved, yet works (not
the works of the law) are nec-
essary also, as we shall pres-
ently see, though works in
themselves do not and cannot
save us. Consider the follow-
ing scriptures:

“For by grace are ye
saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man
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should boast” (Ephesians
2:8-9).

Yet this does not mean we
may be slothful servants, sit-
ting back and doing nothing.

“For we are his work-
manship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath
before ordained that we
should walk in them”
(Ephesians 2:10).

“All scripture i1s given
by inspiration of God,
and 1s profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for instruction in
righteousness: That the
man of God may be per-
fect, throughly fur-
nished unito all good
works” (2 Timothy 3:16-
17).

“Who gave himself for
us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and
purify unto himself a pe-
culiar people, zealous of
good works” (Titus
2:14).

James completes the
thought begun by Paul above.
In the scripture below,
James’ reference to works
here are not the works of the
old law.

“What doth it profit, my
brethren, though a man
say he hath faith, and
have not works? can
faith save him? If a

brother or sister be naked,
and destitute of daily
food, And one of you say

unto them, Depart in
peace, be ye warmed and
filled; notwithstanding
ye give them not those
things which are needful
to the body; what doth it
profit? Even so faith, if
it hath not works, is
dead, being alone.
Yea, a man may say, Thou
hast faith, and I have
works: shew me thy
faith without thy
works, and I will shew
thee my faith by my
works. Thou believest
that there is one God;
thou doest well: the devils
also believe, and tremble.
But wilt thou know, O
vain man, that faith
without works is
dead? Was not Abraham
our father justified by
works, when he had of-

fered Isaac his son upon
the altar? Seest thou how
faith wrought with his
works, and by works
was faith made per-
fect? And the scripture
was fulfilled which saith,
Abraham believed God,
and it was imputed unto
him for righteousness:
and he was called the
Friend of God. Ye see
then how that by
works a man is justi-
fied, and not by faith
only. Likewise also was
not Rahab the harlot jus-
tified by works, when she
had received the messen-
gers, and had sent them
out another way? For as
the body without the
spirit 1s dead, so faith
without works is dead
also” (James 2:14-26).

These works are the
natural result of our faith and
obedience to God. In the day
of judgment we shall be
judged of our works whether
good or evil. We must keep in
mind this distinction be-
tween the atonement of
Christ and the works which
we perform upon that perfect
foundation. Salvation is a
free gift granted through the
grace of God. We cannot earn
it. Christ paid our debt on
the cross. But we also receive
a reward for our good works,
additionally to the free gift.

Now let us consider those
scriptures which have to do
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more specifically with the
matter of our salvation and
whether we may lose it once
we have obtained it.

Matthew 24:13 tells us,
“But he that shall endure
unto the end, the same shall
be saved.” This is a straight-
forward statement. If we en-
dure to the end we shall be
saved. But what of that per-
son who does not endure to
the end? Can we say that he
also is saved? Is not the one
the converse of the other?
Can we affirm that it is im-
possible to fall once we have
accepted Christ? Does God
take away our free agency so
that we become nothing but
robots thereafter? Can we
not choose still to sin? Why
did Paul say “I die daily?” (1
Corinthians 15:31). Even
Paul had to fight the battle to
keep from losing his salva-
tion. For he wrote:

“But I keep under my
body, and bring it into
subjection. lest that by
any means, when I have
preached to others, I my-
self should be a cast-
away. Finally, however,
Paul had run the course
and gained the victory” (1
Corinthians 9:27).

“For I am now ready to
be offered, and the time of
my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good
fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the

faith: Henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the

Lord, the righteous
Judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me
only, but unto all them
also that love his appear-
ing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8).

There are some warnings
that, as Christians, we should
take to heart,

“Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall”
(1 Corinthians 10:12).

Why would the Lord
cause this to be written if

there were no chance we
could fall?

“Serve the Lord with
fear, and rejoice with
trembling” (Psalm 2:11)
and “...work out your own

salvation with fear and
trembling” (Phil. 2:12).

This, too, is a strange
statement if truly we have it
‘in the bag,” so to speak,
meaning our salvation is es-

tablished and nothing we do
can change it. If our salva-
tion is assured then why the
‘fear and trembling?’

Paul also gives some
timely advice to Timothy
along these same lines.

“Neglect not the gift
that is in thee, which was
given thee by prophecy,
with the laying on of the
hands of the presbytery.
Meditate upon these
things; give thyself
wholly to them; that thy
profiting may appear to
all. Take heed unto thy-
self, and unto the doc-
trine; continue in
them: for in doing this
thou shalt both save thy-
self, and them that hear
thee” (1 Timothy 4:14-
16).

What if Timothy had
failed to continue in the doc-
trine? Would he have saved
himself or those hearing him?

Now Paul issues a gen-
eral warning:

“Take heed, breth-
ren, lest there be in any of
you an evil heart of unbe-
lief, in departing from
the living God. But ex-
hort one another daily,
while 1t is called To day;
lest any of you be hard-
ened through the deceit-
fulness of sin. For we are
made partakers of Christ,
if we hold the begin-
ning of our confidence
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stedfast unto the end”
(Hebrews 3:12-14).

This again shows the pos-
sibility of departing from
God. We are made partakers
of Christ only if we hold the
beginning of our confidence
steadfast unto the end. This
is what is meant by enduring
unto the end. If we do this
our salvation will indeed be
assured.

“Watch and pray, that
ye enter not into temp-
tation: the spirit indeed
1s willing, but the flesh is
weak” (Matthew 26:41)

“Take ye heed,
watch and pray: for ye
know not when the
time is. For the Son of
man is as a man taking a
far journey, who left his
house, and gave author-
ity to his servants, and to
every man his work, and
commanded the porter to
watch. Watch ye there-
fore: for ye know not
when the master of the
house cometh, at even, or
at midnight, or at the
cockcrowing, or in the
morning: Lest coming
suddenly he find you
sleeping. And what I
say unto you I say unto
all, Watch” (Mark 13:33-
37).

“Watch ye and pray,
lest ye enter into temp-
tation. The spirit truly

1s ready, but the flesh is
weak” (Mark 14:38).

“Blessed are those

servants, whom the
lord when he cometh
shall find watching:
verily I say unto you,
that he shall gird him-
self, and make them to
sit down to meat, and
will come forth and
serve them. And if he
shall come in the second
watch, or come in the
third watch, and find
them so, blessed are those
servants. And this know,
that if the goodman of the
house had known what
hour the thief would
come, he would have
watched, and not have
suffered his house to be
broken through. Be ye
therefore ready also: for
the Son of man cometh at

an hour when ye think
not” (Luke 12:37-40).

“But and if that ser-
vant say in his heart,
My lord delayeth his
coming, and shall begin
to beat the menservants
and maidens, and to eat
and drink, and to be
drunken; The lord of
that servant will come
in a day when he
looketh not for him,
and at an hour when
he is not aware, and
will cut him in sunder,
and will appoint him
his portion with the
unbelievers. And that
servant, which knew his
lord’s will, and prepared
not himself, neither did
according to his will,
shall be beaten with many
stripes. But he that knew
not, and did commit
things worthy of stripes,
shall be beaten with few
stripes. For unto whom-
soever much is given, of
him shall be much re-
quired: and to whom men
have committed much, of
him they will ask the
more” (Luke 12:45-48).

“And take heed to your-
selves, lest at any time
your hearts be over-
charged with surfeiting,
and drunkenness, and
cares of this life, and so
that day come upon you
unawares. Foras a snare
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shall it come on all them
that dwell on the face of
the whole earth. Watch
ye therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be
accounted worthy to
escape all these things
that shall come fto
pass, and to stand be-
fore the Son of man”
(Luke 21:34-36).

All these scriptures indi-
cate that if one is not careful
and is not watchful he can
lose his salvation.

Paul, to the Colossians,
in speaking of the work of
Christ, states that we “that
were sometime alienated and
enemies” in our mind by
wicked works, “yet now hath
he reconciled in the body of
his flesh through death” to
present us holy and unblame-
able and unreproveable in his
sight: “If ye continue in
the faith grounded and set-
tled, and be not moved away
from the hope of the gospel”
(Colossians 1:21-23).

It is quite clear from this
that it is possible for one not
to continue in the faith. It is
all dependent upon the word
“if,” for it is if we continue in
the faith.

John 15:8is quoted as fol-
lows: “Herein is my Father
glorified, that ye bear much
fruit; so shall ye be my disci-
ples.” Butifonedoes not bear
fruit, or brings forth no fruit
unto salvation he is cast away
as an unprofitable branch.

Remember the man who bur-
ied his talent and brought no
increase. He was cut off.

Such are lukewarm whom
Christ will spue out of his
mouth. These become sloth-

ful servants. In verse 9 he
admonishes us to “continue
ye in my love.” This com-
mand would be meaningless
if one had no choice but to
continue in this love. But the
Lord goes on to say, “If ye
keep my commandments, ye
shall abide in my love...”
(John 15:10). Again we have
the word “if,” implying that
we can still go either way.
And this is borne out in the
following scripture:

“Therefore we ought to
give the more earnest
heed to the things which
we have heard, LEST AT
ANY TIME WE
SHOULD LET THEM
SLIP” (Hebrews 2:1).

These are plain words re-
quiring no interpretation.
How could we let them slip if
there was no chance we could
lose our salvation? But now

we come to the heavy duty
scriptures of the word of God
of whom both Paul, Peter, and
Ezekiel give bountiful testi-
mony, words which are so
plain that even a child could
understand them. Even the
televangelist confessed that
the following scripture used
to scare him to death, but
now he says, we know what it
does not mean, it does not
mean that we can lose our
salvation. Since this scrip-
ture conflicted with his belief
system, he attempts to make
the scripture conform to that
belief system. Rather, one
should align one’s belief sys-
tem to that of the scripture
and not the other way round.

“For it is impossible
for those who were once
enlightened, and have
tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made par-
takers of the Holy Ghost,
And have tasted the good
word of God, and the
powers of the world to
come, If they shall fall
away, to renew them
again unio repen-
tance; seeing they cru-
cify to themselves the
Son of God afresh, and
put him to an open
shame” (Hebrews: 6:4-
6).

This scripture is very
plain that those spoken of
here had accepted the mercy
of Christ and received the
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Holy Ghost. These had ac-
cepted the salvation of the
Lord. And had they endured
unto the end of their lives
they would surely have been
saved. But now, having, in
effect, committed the unpar-
donable sin, they cannot re-
turn seeing that they have
crucified, unto themselves,
the Son of God again.

Why is this? “For by one
offering he hath perfected for
ever them that are sancti-
fied...Now where remission
of these is, there is no more
offering for sin” (Hebrews
10:18). This is why one who
crucifies the Son of God
afresh cannot again renew
unto repentance. It should
be noted at this point that
this is not referring to those
who sin the sins of weakness
in their Christian walk but
who may repent daily for
these sins. It does have refer-
ence to those who fully turn
away and return to their for-
mer wicked walk. But let’s
continue:

“Having therefore,
brethren, boldness to en-
ter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, By a new
and living way, which he
hath consecrated for us,
through the veil, that is to
say, his flesh; And having
an high priest over the
house of God,; Let us draw
near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith,
having our hearts sprin-

kled from an evil con-
science, and our bodies
washed with pure water.

Let us hold fast the
profession of our faith
without wavering, (for
he is faithful that prom-
ised;) And let us consider
one another to provoke
unto love and to good
work: Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of
someis; but exhorting one
another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day
approaching. FOR IF
WE SIN WILLFULLY
AFTER THAT WE
HAVE RECEIVED THE
KNOWLEDGE OF THE
TRUTH, THERE RE-
MAINETH NO MORE
SACRIFICE FOR
SINS, But a certain fear-
ful looking for of judg-
ment and fiery

indignation, which shall
devour the adversaries.
He that despised Moses’
law died without mercy
under two or three wit-
nesses: Of how much
sorer punishment, sup-
pose ye, shall he be
thought worthy, who
hath trodden under foot
the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the
covenant, wherewith he
was sanctified, an un-
holything, and hath done
despite unto the Spirit of
grace?” (Hebrews 10:19-
29).

There remaineth no
more sacrifice for sins seeing

we have crucified the Son of
God afresh.

“Cast not away there-
fore your confidence,
which hath great recom-
pense of reward. For ye
have need of patience,
that, after ye have done
the will of God, ye might
receive the prom-
ise...Now the just shall
live by faith: but if any
man draw back, my
soul shall have no
pleasure in him. But
we are not of them who
draw back unto perdi-
tion; but of them that be-
lieve to the saving of the
soul” (Hebrews 10:35-36,
38-39).

This is equivalent to the
man who has set his hand to
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the plow and then looks back.
This man is not worthy of the
kingdom of heaven.

“For if after they
have escaped the pol-
lutions of the world
through the knowl-
edge of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ,
they are again entan-
gled therein, and over-
come, the latter end is
worse with them than
the beginning. For it
had been better for them
not to have known the
way of righteousness,
than, after they have
known it, to turn from the
holy commandment de-
livered unto them. But it
is happened unto them
according to the true
proverb, The dog 1is
turned to his own vomit
again; and the sow that
was washed to her wal-
lowing in the mire” (2 Pe-
ter 2:20-22).

Our final quotations
come from Ezekiel.

“When a righteous
man doth turn from his
righteousness, and com-
mit iniquity, and I lay a
stumblingblock before
him, he shall die: because
thou hast not given him
warning, he shall die in
his sin, and his right-
eousness which he hath

done shall not be remem-
bered; but his blood will I

require at thine hand.
Nevertheless if thou warn
the righteous man, that
the righteous sin not, and
he doth not sin, he shall
surely live, because he is
warned; also thou hast
delivered thy soul”
(Ezekiel 3:20-21).

“Say unto them, As I
live, saith the Lord God,
I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked; but
that the wicked turn from
his way and live: turn ye,
turn ye from your evil
ways, for why will ye die,
O house of Israel? There-
fore, thou son of man, say
unto the children of thy
people, The righteous-
ness of the righteous shall
not deliver him in the day
of his transgression.: as
for the wickedness of the
wicked, he shall not fall
thereby in the day that he
turneth from his wicked-
ness; neither shall the
righteous be able to live
for his righteousness in
the day that he sinneth.
When I shall say to the
righteous, that he shall
surely live; if he trust to
his own righteousness,
and commit iniquity, all
his righteousnesses shall
not be remembered; but
for his iniguity that he
hath committed, he shall
die for it. Again, when I
say unto the wicked,
Thou shalt surely die; if

he turn from his sin, and
do that which is lawful
and right; If the wicked
restore the pledge, give
again that he had robbed,
walk in the statutes of
life, without committing
iniquity; he shall surely
live, he shall not die.
None of his sins that he
hath committed shall be
mentioned unto him: he
hath done that which is
lawful and right; he shall
surely live” (Ezekiel
33:11-16).

This shows that we have
continuing free agency to
choose either good or evil re-
gardless whether we have ac-
cepted Christ or not. It ison
the one hand even as it is on
the other hand. The right-
eousness of a righteous man
will not deliver him in the day
of his transgression. Neither
will the wickedness of a
wicked man condemn him in
the day he turns to righteous-
ness. We thus become our
own judges whether to do
good or evil, and depending
on our steadfastness in either
course, will determine our fi-
nal spiritual destiny.
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ARTICLE

Jim Gordon

(Why not!) When you
ask that question most people
in the Church will respond
that it is a commandment of
God. However true this may
be, those of us who have had
years of experience with it, 1
believe, can bear a more spe-
cific testimony. My testi-
mony is that it has brought
me personal contact with the
Holy Spirit. It has brought
me peace and enlightenment
that 1 personally would not
trade for anything this world
has to offer.

But the greatest of bless-
ings has not come from the
baptism itself but from the
maintenance of that cove-
nant, and therein lies my
message. Baptism is not the
final act of salvation as some
churches claim but a promise
to begin a new way of life and
follow that path until life
ends. I believe that to make
that covenant and abandon it
later would not have brought
me to where I am today.

To abandon the covenant
is to abandon the potential
blessings latent within it.
There are some who have
been baptized into the church
and then had only sporadic
contact with the church and
members. Evidently they
feel the spirit will continue to
grow within them, even
though they do not cultivate
and nurture it by prayer, fast-
ing, reading their scriptures,
attending services and mak-
ing contact with those who do
these things. (Now instead of
answering this directly 1 will
familiarize you with what the
scripture teaches.)

About the year 1491 BC
the Lord led the children of

Israel out of Egypt. The
exodus came about with a
multitude of miracles. Then
for fifty years they continued
living with those miracles on
a day to day basis. They ate
manna, which appeared mi-
raculously overnight for all
those years. They drank
water that came out of a rock.
When someone did wrong
they were punished immedi-
ately by what was obviously
the hand of God. The Lord
spent all of those years refin-
ing them and making a right-
eous people of them.
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About 1451 BC they
crossed the Jordan River and
took the City of Jericho.
From there they began to
fight their way into Palestine
to claim the inheritance that
God had promised their fa-
ther Abraham.

The next thing that hap-
pened was a slight drifting
towards wickedness. From
time to time the Lord sent
nations to conquer them, and
he let Israel suffer in bondage
until they would acknow-
ledge their sins and turn
again to Him. We have all
thrilled to these stories of de-
liverance: Deborah, who
fought Jabin, King of Ca-
naan; Gideon, who fought the
Midianites; David, as he
fought the Philistines and
many others.

The bottom line here is
that in spite of the fact that
the Lord called upon Israel to
repent every so often there
was still a continual slide
away from righteousness.
This went on until 720 BC
when Ephraim and most of
the other tribes of Israel were
carried away to Assyria.
Then in the year 610 BC Je-
rusalem was carried away
into Babylon.

Let’s take another exam-
ple. Nephi established a
righteous order among his
people after his father’s
death. However, from the
days of Jacob until Mosiah
there was a slow erosion of

righteousness. Eventually
Mosiah fled into the wilder-
ness with but a few godly fol-
lowers of what had once been

a mighty and righteous peo-
ple.

After Jesus came to this
continent, His great work
manifested itself in a perfect
Christian lifestyle among all
those people here at that
time. It was about 200 years
later that they developed a
few cracks in the righteous
order. But 421 years after
Christ had come to teach His
doctrine to the Nephites this
same nation became so apos-
tatized that it was spiritually
useless and had to be de-
stroyed.

What is true of nations is
true of us as individuals. I
have heard enough confes-
sions in sermons and testimo-
nies on Wednesday nights to
believe that the only differ-
ence between sinners and
saints is the ability to sense
when we sin and seek the

Lord to redirect our lives.
In the Book of Ether,
chapter 1:38, 39, 40, we read,

“And it came to pass at
the end of four years,
That the Lord came
again unto the Brother of
Jared, and stood in «a
cloud and talked with
him. And for the space of
three hours did the Lord
talk with the Brother of
Jared, and chastened
him because he remem-
bered not to call upon the
name of the Lord. And
the Brother of Jared re-
pented him of the evil
which he had done....”

The inference I draw
from this scripture is that to
keep in God’s ways requires
that we keep in touch with
Him. This is borne out in
Lehi’s vision where those
that turned loose of the rod of
iron and left the path, which
led to the tree of life, were lost
in the mists of darkness.
From this I conclude that
righteousness is not within
our power, even if we labor for
it, without God’s help.

The way to do this is to
begin by being baptized so we
may have God’s power at
work in us. And we need to
complete that ordinance by
having hands laid on us so
that we might receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost. Then we
need to have regular spiritual
checkups.
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We could evaluate our
spiritual lives ourselves, but
without the Holy Ghost we

without God’s
help.

would be doing what the
Apostle Paul advised us
against. Because in II Corin-
thians 10:12 Paul wrote,

“For we dare not make
ourselves of the number,
or compare ourselves
with some that commend
themselves: but they
measuring themselves by
themselves, And compar-
ing themselves among
themselves are not wise.”

Certainly the Holy Ghost
and the scriptures will pre-
vent such narrow judgment.

I have known people who
would religiously go to the
doctor for a regular medical
checkup, and have never had
a spiritual checkup. I also
know persons who wouldn’t
think of taking a long trip
without having their car
checked out. One day we will
all take a trip into eternity,
and some have no idea how
well equipped they are for the

journey. We expect doctors to
be thorough in checking our
bodies, but we need to be just
as thorough in checking our
spiritual condition.

Once amonth we havean
opportunity to do this. For
the Apostle Paul has written,

“But let a man examine
himself, and so let him eat
of that bread, and drink
of that cup. For he that
eateth and drinketh un-
worthily, eateth and
drinketh damnation to
himself not discerning
the Lord’s body” 1 Cor.
11:28, 29.

In conclusion let me say
we need to be as thorough in
examining and repairing our
spirits as we are in caring for
our bodies because the flaws
in our spirits can endure into
eternity. If you are attending
church that’s good. But if
you haven’t been baptized
you need to do so. Then get
hold of the spirit that comes
from that experience and be-
gin to work with it to rebuild
and reshape your life. It may
be hard for awhile but in the
end the joy derived from it
will far outweigh the prob-
lems it brings. And in the
light of the spirit examine
yourself each communion
Sunday. Make this the
checkup of concern.

There is one more thing I
would like to share with you.
Consider if you will that a

circle, a curve and an ellipse
are just straight lines that are
being constantly redirected

according to a definite form.
Some of the most beautiful
work that man has ever done
in art and architecture incor-
porates circles and ellipses.
Can we imagine that God by
constantly redirecting our
lives could in time shape us
into something as beautiful
as his natural art that we see
all around us? Then let us
yield ourselves to His shaping
of our lives for He does all
things well.

st
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I would like to share a ‘mini-mir-
acle” testimony. [t isn't like the
wonderful story of the conversion of
my family to the Gospei, but a small
testimony that strengthened my
faith. 1 think we all have ‘'mini-mir-
acles’ in our lives that could upliﬁ
our brothers and sisters. And
ﬂirough the CCEG, what a wonder-
ful opportunity to share our faith.
The CCEG is like being in a 24 hour
a day prayer service, just waiting our
wining participation to share God's
Hessings to us.

A couple of months ago, |
started to get a reaﬂy bad headache
that turned into a migraine. | used
to have them a lot cluring a 'terriMy
stressful time of my life. But now !
only get one about 3-4 times a year.
| usuauy go to bed in a dark room
with a cold cloth and no NOISE.
By morning the headache has abated
and I can function normaﬂy again.
But for some reason, this time it
lasted for several days. No medica-
tion | took did any goo&. Finaﬂy, my
concerned husband asked why I had
not asked for administration. He
usuaﬂy never questions me on such
things and leaves it to me, but he did
not like to see me in such pain and
unable to function much in 1y busy
household.

[ {elt bad that I had not turned
to this avenue sooner as | have had
mainy mighty Messings from admini-
stration. So | told him of course
wanted to have this and he called
Bro. Bob Hedrick to come and assist

ini—Miracle

him. We had a word of praver first
and then the oil was p}aced upon my
head. As soon as the oil touched my
head and their hands covered that

Er - o

PATHLIGHTS

spot, the headache was immedia&ely
taken.
immediate and complete heaiing

[ have never had such an

{rom administration. The tears were
runining down my face as the prayers
were finished on my behalf. 1 told
them both what happened. [ was a
little afraid to move (my lack of {aith)
for fear the headache would return.
But it did not and [ was so grate&ﬂ.

Then a week later, it happened
again, which is very unusual for me.
Again, | did not think right away to
ask for administration. Andy (my

hus})and) genﬂy asked how ng [ was
going to wait this time to ask the
Lord to bless me. 1 told him [ was
ready to be normal again and he once
again called Bob Hedrick. Now this
made me a little nervous, because of
my miraculous healing the last time
(again my lack of faith). I know the
Lord healed me immedia{cly last
time but | was not exercising my
{aith as I should have. What if, for
whatever reason, the Lord &Luéui
not to heal me right away this time?
Would it weaken my faith?

The scene was repiayed exac’dy
like before. But amazingly, when
the oil touched my head, the pain
was taizen»—immeaiate}y. Now [ re-
auy cried and asked the Lord for
forgiveness for 1)ei1'1g 80 weak. The
Lord showed me a greater lesson that
even when we lack what it takes and
Joubt, He still has the power and
mercy to give us what we need.
Thmugh this experience, and be-
cause of the way it happened, my
faith was made stronger yet. Truly
the Lord is faithful to attend us and
teach us in His miraculous ways.
Praise and honor to Him!

Love in C’/:zrisf,
Debbi Brown

Phoen 1%, Arizona

po%iea] on the CCEG
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Give Me Jesus

:[ have a testimony that 1 would like
to share with everyone. As most
of you know, the Missouri Reunion
wasn't too 101’1g ago, and usuaﬂy
when you go home from a reunion
you feel uplig’ted and stronger. Well,
[ didn't and it was easy to say that |
didn't get too much out of it because
[ have two small children and they
icht me })usy, 1 did hear the sermons
and many of the prayers, and | think
the reason why [ didn't feel uphftc&
was because | was seeing just how
much [ have neglec’te& my own spiri-
tual life.
think it was a prayer, that the Lord

1 hcar& SOmMepne say, l

would show us our weaknesses.

As I left the reunion my heart
was hcavy and I did pray that prayer.
Day 1)y (1ay I hegan to see many areas
in my life I needed to change, At our
\Wednesday nighi prayer service | was
reminded again of my weaknesses
with every testimony. We were even
remincled, in the 16th Chapter of
Alma, that we need to cryto the Lord
and pour oul our souls to Him over
all the aspects of our life. My heart
was &:ciing heavy, but instead of go-
ing to the Lord I started fechng SOTYY
for myseH that 1 had nsglccte(‘l SO
many things. Prayer is one of those
areas. Instead of going to the Lord
with my burdens and giving them
overto Him, | continued to feel s01TY
for myseH.

Last night | was listening to the
Christian radio station and ih«ey too
were taﬂzing about prayer. Still I did
nothing. Then I listened to this

song; many of the young pcopic
know it. One of the campers sang it
at the camp; it is called Give Me

]esus, SO}H% 0{“ t}’i(} WOI&S are: “111

L P~ e = 1
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the morning, when [ rise...Give me
Jesus. When I am alone...Give me
Jesus. When I come to die...Give
me Jesus. You can have all this
world...Give me Jesus.”

It is a beautiful song, but the
words mean so much. [ want my life
spent with Jesus, every moment of
every (}ay. I want to be able to say
that you can have all this Wori{if but
give me Jesus.

I humbled myssif before the
Lord and 1 praye&. As it says in
Alma 16:221, “Bat this is not all:

ve must pour out your souls in your
cioseis, and your secret plaws, and
i your wilderness.” | poureA out my
soul to the Lord and gave those bur-
dens and weaknesses over to Him
and repented of my sinful ’t}loug}]ts
and attitude. He took my burdens.
They were LIFTED FROM MY
HEART and in their piaac [ feht
such t%anksgiwing and praise. My
heart was full of ﬂlan}esgiving for my
life, for the opportunity [ have to
humble myse}{ before him, for an-
swered prayer, for His love for me
even when | neg}eﬂt Him, but most
imp{}r"a&nﬂy for FORGIVENESS.
My heart was hghi’ and renewed. |
felt as if my garments were white and
spoﬂess once more. Thank you,

Loxd!

Love in Ch r1st,

Liza H. od. ?’iCL’

Posted on the CCEG
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Ronnie Gill

‘And now, if the Lamb of
God, he being Holy, should
have need to be baptized by
water to fulfill all righteousness,
O then, how much more need
have we, being unholy, 10 be
baptized, yeq, even by water.
And now, | would ask of you, my
beloved brethren, wherein the
Lamb of God did fulfill all right-
eousness in being baptized by
water? know ve not that he was
holy? But notwithstanding he
being holy, he sheweth unto the
children of men, that according
to the flesh, he humbleth himself
before the Father, and wit-
nesseth unto the Father that he
would be cbedient unto him in
keeping his commandments...”
2 Nephi 13:7-9

There are many paths in this
life, some very fempting, some
not so tempting, but there is only
one path that Jesus walked,
and this is the same path we
must walk.

There are many guides that
say they know the way and will
help you along. But only the
word of God can direct you 10
the correct path.

You may feel the steps in
this path are hard or uncalled
for, but all are important to your
salvation.

If you have never ac-
cepled Jesus as your guide,
then please consider these
steps, because your life eternal
depends on it. If you feel you
are already in the right path,
please look at each one of
these steps and measure your
walk. The firstis. ..

"...And they were not bap-
tized, save they brought
forth fruit meet that they

? were worthy of it; neither
did they receive any unto baptism,
save they came forth with a broken
heart and a contrite spirit, and wit-
nessed unto the church that they
truly repented of all their sins. And
none were received unto baptism,
save they took upon them the name
of Christ, having a determination to
serve Him to the end” Moroni 6:2-
3.

~ % “And also, the voice of the
J Son came unto me, saying,

He that is baptized in my
/ name, to him will the Father

give the Holy Ghost, like unto me;
wherefore, follow me, and do the
things which ye have seen me do” 2
Nephi 13:15.

“And it came to pass when they
were all baptized, and had come up
out of the water, the Holy Ghost did
fall upon them, and they were filled
with the Holy Ghost, and with fire.
And behold they were encircled
about as if it were fire: and it came
down from heaven, and the multi-
tude did witness it, and do bear
record; and angels did come down
out of heaven, and did minister unto
them.” 3 Nephi 9:14-15.

"And now, as ye are desir-
ous to come into the fold
B of God, and to be called his
people, and are willing to
bear one another’s burdens, that
they may be light; Yea, and are will-
ing to mourn with those that mourn;
yea, and comfort those that stand in
need of comfort, and to stand as
witnesses of God at all times, and in
all things, and in all places that ye
may be in, even until death, that ye
may be redeemed of God, and be
numbered with those of the First
resurrection, that ye may have eter-
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nal life; Now 1 say unto you, | If this
bc the desires of your hearts, what
have you against being baptized in
the name of the Lord....” Mosiah
9:39-41

“And now behold, my be-
loved brethren, 1 suppose
that ye ponder somewhat in
. your hearts, concerning
that which ye should do, after that ye
have entered in by the way. Where-
fore, 1 said unto you, Feast upon the
words of Christ; for behold the
words of Christ will tell you all things
that ye should do” 2 Nephi [4:1, 4.

“Wherefore, we search the
prophets; and we have many revela-
tions, and the spirit of prophecy, and
having all these witnesses, we obtain
a hope, and our faith becometh un-
shaken, insomuch that we truly can
command in the name of Jesus, and
the very trees obey us, or the moun-
tains, or the waves of the sea...”
Jacob 3:7.

"And now, my brethren, |
would that after ye have
I received so many wit-
nesses, seeing the Holy
Scriptures testify of these things,

you" Alma

come forth and bring fruit unto re-
pentance; Yea, I would that ye would
come forth and harden not your
hearts any longer; for behold, now is
the time, and the day of your salva-
tion; and therefore, if ye will repent
and harden not your hearts, imme-
diately shall the great plan of re-
dm@ptz@ﬁ be brought about unto
al16:226-227.

he Church of Christ E-mail
Group (CCEG) continues to
grow and thrive, now
representing nearly 700 church
members and their families.”
a private group not sponsored or
otherwise officially recognized by
the Church of Christ. It1s, however,
cooperatively managed by
members of the Church of Christ
and includes nearly all the
Apostles, Evangelists, Elders and

This 1s

other ministry, the Bishopric,
General Church Secretary,
General Church Recorder, the

Board of Publications, Editor of

Church o][ Christ E~mai] Group

Zion’s Advocate, and so forth. We
are your brothers and sisters in the
family of Christ from Central
America to Canada, New York to
California, Florida to Alaska.
There are no fees or dues lev-
ied by the CCEG. If you do not
already have e-mail (worldwide
computerized messaging), some
charges may be required from an
Internet Service Provider (ISP) m
order to provide e-mail activity.
Many such ISP’s
charge. In either case, there are no
toll charges to communicate with
your brothers and sisters around

are totally free of

the world as often as you wish.
Please consider joining your
brothers and sisters today! To add
your name to the CCEG or inquire
about e-mail m g,,eia@rai contact
Gary Housknecht (816)407-
9323. If you already have e-maul,
contact Gary at oah(@ceeg net
and simply say you want to be part
of the CCEG. You may also check
in to the CCEG Web site at

www.cceg net and select the “Jon”

page.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

APRIL MINISIERS CONHERENCE 2001

s instructed by the 1964 April

Ministers’ Conference, be
advised that the 2001 April
Ministers” Conference will be-
gin on Monday, April 2, 2001,
“Conference Sunday,” begin-
ning Sunday, April 1, 2007.
The first business session will
begin at 9:00 a.m. Monday,
April 2, 2001, at the General
Church Building on the Temple
Lot.

According fo action taken
during the 1999 April Ministers’
Conference, Solemn Assembly
will be held Friday, March 30th

and Saturday, March 31st,

2001, at the General Church
Bviidmg on the Temple Lot.

All committee reports
should be forwarded to the
Conference Secretary at least
two (2) weeks in advance of the
beginning of the first business
session. As is always the case,
itis requested that any business
desiring to be placed before the
2001 April Ministers’ Confer-
ence should be forwarded in
advance of the first business
meeting so that document
packets may be completed for
distribution,

Mailing oddress for the

above requested information is:

Elder R. W. Oldham
April Ministers’
Conference Secretary
5709 Logan Road
Kansas City, MO 64136

Your Brother in Gospel Bonds,

Elder R. W. Oldham

2001 April Ministers’
Conference Secretary

Church of Christ

Young “

YOUTH

People
FORUM 200

DATE: Monpay, ArriL 2, 2001
TIME: 4:00-6:00 r.m
PLACE: EasT LocaL

OUTH OF THE AGE OF 22 AND YOUNGER ARE
AND COLLECT THOUGHTS TO BRING BEFORE T
CONFERENCE, AS WELL AS

CHURCH

TO REPORT

INVITED TO SHARE
HE (GENERAL
ACTIVITIES

FROM THE PAST YEAR AND ANNOUNCE ACTIVITIES FOR THE PRESENT

YEAR.

FLDER
FLorr

MaTtTHEW CASE. ... ... ..

PLEASE BRING YOUR SCRIPTURES,

CONTACTS:
ANDY BrownN, (602)
Rick Oitson. ... .. (810)
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Pouncenenr —————————

2001 Solemn Assembly

he Council of Apostles recommends for adoption the follow-
ing:

Be it resolved that a Solemn Assembly be held the two days
preceding the April Ministers” Conference, on March 30th and
March 31st, 2001, and the following statements will comprise our
purpose:

Whereas, By numerous prophecies we know that the day of
the Lord is nigh at hand, and

Whereas, We know that great tribulation shall come upon the
earth before the great and dreadful day of the Lord, and

Whereas, We have the example of the church as found in
Moroni 6:6: “And the church did meet together oft, to fast and to pray,
and to speak one with another concerning the welfare of their souls:...”

Therefore, Resolved, That the whole membership of the
Church of Christ, from the youngest child to the oldest member,
be called to a solemn assembly, that a period of fasting may be
sanctified unto our God.

Resolved, that this period of fasting and prayer be held on
the Temple Lot,

Resolved, That we seek to lay hold on the promise recorded
in Joel 2:32, “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the
name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem
shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the
Lord shall call.”

Resolved, that all members of this Church of Christ, who are
hindered by circumstances beyond their control from assembling
on the Temple Lot, will dedicate the same period to fasting and
prayer in their locals or in their homes, that the whole church be
united in one heart and one mind, that the direction of the Lord
be revealed to us, that the power of the Holy Ghost cover us as
the waters cover the sea, that the servants of the Lord might go
forth in boldness and power, preaching the word with authority
unto the uttermost ends of the earth.

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed)

Smith N. Brickhouse, Secy.
Council of Apostles
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion's Advocate by sending us your new
address immediately. Each undeliverable Zion's Advocate costs the
church more than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to
regular postage.

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 2001 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the
Church of Christ will commence Sunday, April 1. The business
sessions will start at 9:00 A.M. Monday, April 2. A Solemn Assembly
will be held prior to the conference, on March 30 & 31. All services
will be held on the Temple Lot

The 2001 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the
Church of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
August 8, 7 and 8, at independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Each'
Members (optional) .. ... ... $4.00
Non-Members . ... .. . 4.00
FOrBIGN. . oo L..... 450

Babylon's Fall and the Way of Escape. . ... .. ... ... . - o.......185

Book of Commandments (hard bound) . ... ... ... ... .. o ... 800

Book of Commandmenis (plasticbound) . ... .. ... oL 5.00

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed. ... ... ... ... ... 4.00

Book of Mormon {1908 Authorized Edition—Leather) . .................. .. 20.00

Book of Mormon (1890 independence Edition—Clothy .. ... ......... .. 18.00

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—Leather) ... ... ... 24.00

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edmon——Mlsssonary§, . ... 700

Book of Mormon Companion, A {hardbound). . 1200

Book of Mormon Companion, A (softbound) ... .. ... .......500

Book of Mormon Concordance. . ... ... ... A ... BOO

Changing of the Revelations. . .. ..................... ... ... oo .50

Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations. . ............ ... 1.60

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor ... ... ......... .. .. 4.50

Outline History of the Church of Christ. ... ... ... ... ... ... 9.65

Temple lotDeed. .. .. ... ... ... P 30

What the Resioration Teaches ConcemingGod .. .............. ... .. ... 250

Zion's Hymna ............................ TR O 12.00

TCost of mailing will be added.

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE*

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830

Apostasy from the New Testament Church

Articies of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy

Book of Mormon, The {tract)

Brief Commentary: Book of Commandments & Doclrine and Covenants
Brief History of the Church of Christ, A

Christian Sabbath is the Lord’s Day, The

Concerning Marriage and Polygamy

Cost of Salvation, The

Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Beiong?
Evidences of the Book of Mormon

First Presidency or First Apostles?

God's Purpose in America

Great Plan of Redemption, The

is Marriage for Time and Eternity?-—A Fallacy

Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem, The
Latter Day Apostasy

Latter Day Restoration, The

Listen; Hearken to Jesus Christ

Priesthood-—Divine Authority

Principles of the Gospel—Baptism

Principles of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance

Principles of the Gospel—Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement

Sermoneties on the Teachings of Jesus

Significant Corrections in the Book of Mormon

Synopsis, A {Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon

Why? (Amplifies absence of a “First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord

*Note: Donations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs,
(Multiple copies available: 6-30¢/100-85.85 plus postage)

Chureh of Christ

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS NONPROFIT ORG.
200 S. RIVER BLVD. PAID
P.O. BOX 472 INDEPF., MO

INDEPENDENCE, MO 64051-0472
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PERMIT NO. 259

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS
The following materials are available on loan to members of the
Church of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology
Committee:

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the
make of your projector Slide projectors and tape players are not
provided exceptin the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona,
areas.

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for
your own preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee,
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472, independence, Missouri 64051
0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward
American indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820’s and
1830.

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)—Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot.

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New
Testament and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron
Temple, 5621 Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64136. Specify
which set is desired and the estimated length of time you expect to
use it.

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassette tape write to Ron Temple, 5621 Logan
Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64136.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for Sunday School materials to Debbie Vogel, 403
West Colonel Drive, Independence, Missouri 64050 All materials
are free of charge to members of the Church of Christ, except as
noted. Donations will be accepied to cover postage.
Bible Stories to Grow By—52 Lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7
Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mommon
Church History for Juniors—Iincludes a Teacher's Guide
Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10
Who Am 17—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 fo

individuals.
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