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By Apostle William A. Sheldon 

THE TIME OF HARVEST 

e 
and to the earth, 

may judge 

Zion's Advocate 

together unto 
that have 
nant with me 
fice" Psalms 50: 

Babylon's fall (Rev. 14:8) 
which chronologically follows 
the restoration of the "ever­
lasting gospel"(vs. 6 and 7), 
and which fall 
the Lord's 
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sense 
cially created 
messages 
persons 
vine will. 



chaps. 2 & 3). 
Therefore, we are 

"Behold, I 
fishers, the 

Lord, and they shall fish 
them; and after J 
send for many hunters, 
and they shall hunt them 

mountain, 
and from every hill, and 
out the holes 
rocks" Jer. 16: 16. 
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".··The Gentiles shall 
thee from 

the 
of the 

Zion/w.a.s. and 
say, Surely our fathers 
have inherited lies, van­
ity, things wherein 
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was on 
in Inde­

which 



dead tree, which Elder 
saw in his dream. 

A more comprehensive 
gathering of the saints is al­
luded to in Deut. 33:16, 17, 
which references those of the 
tribe of Joseph as God's prin­
cipal servants in this task: 

" .. . His horns are like 
the horns of unicorns: 
with them he shall push 
the people together to the 
ends of the earth (to Zion 
or the New Jerusalem, 
and to Jerusalem in Pal­
estine/w.a.s.): and they 
are the ten thousands 

the thousan 
Manasseh" (v.1 

in this time 
spoke to the descendants of 
Manasseh on this continent 
as of the i~v,..<.c:>v 

Jacob" (3 Ne. 9:88), and it will 
a relatively few of these 

("the thousands of 
Manasseh") of which we read 
further: 

"And the remnant of 
Jacob shall be in the 
midst of many people as a 
dew from the Lord . . " 
(Micah 7). 

The significance of this 
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drop as the ra 
speech shall distill as the 
dew, as the small rain 
upon the tender herb, and 
as the showers upon the 
grass." 

be a descendant 
son of Lehi 2 
48), who shall do a 
work among his brethren, 
convincing them of the Book 
of Mormon and of the re­
stored gospel of Christ. 

We have thus only briefly 
referenced the gathering of 
the saints of God. This will 
include the stupendous gath-
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of Mormon, and the great 
commission of Christ to His 
apostles as found in Matthew 
28: 18-20. That commission 
was not fulfilled during the 
time of the ancient apostles, 
and so it applies especially to 
the last days, "the end of the 
world," or the fall of Babylon. 

Contrary to a prevalent 
conception, this commission 
is not given to all so-called 
believers, however com­
mendable it is that they bear 
a witness for Christ; rather, 
the commission is to those 
with a divine calling the 
holy priesthood as is found in 
the restored Church of Christ 
brought 
ministration (Rev. 

This process of gathering 

saints, 
the 

tual Babylon) to 
The matter is briefly, 
poignantly described in the 
Master's parable of the sow­
ing of "good 
but while men 

ent apostasy of 
church/w.a.s.) his ene 
came and sowed tares among 
the wheat .... " (Matt. 13:24-
25). 

When asked by the ser­
vants of God, "Wilt thou then 
that we go and gather 

said: 



), gather 
together FIRS 
tares, and bind them 
in bundles 

gather 
barn 
, vs. 

firstly a gathering 
uu..,u."" the wicked, 

among the saints 
kingdom v. 4 

"Whose 
han and 
thro 
w.a.s.) 

unquenchable 
12. 

destroying them 
presence of God, 

against 
These "bundles" 

edness include Mystery, Baby­
lon the Great and her many 
daughters, the so-called har-
1 o ts (Rev. 17:5) which 
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together) are 
es of men, or 
of the devil" as op­
the church of the 

or the Church of 

we find "bundles" 
economic, political and 

moral or social intrigue, in­
clusive of, but not limited to, 

secret combinations of 
men. See 1 Nephi 7:50-53, 2 
Nephi 11:93-95, Alma 17:64, 

3:94-100. 
14-20 treats upon 

ca1uu.J,i::; time, the 
earth" 15), 

a gathering 
(bundles/w.a.s.) 

of the earth .. 
the great winepress of the 

God" (vs. 18-20). 
to 

been estab­
through the gathering 

before the "burn­
or destruction of Baby-

provo 
all-consuming wrath 

upon such; a great burning 
His vineyard following the in­
gathering of the good fruit. 

Is it not imperative, then, 
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even now: 

"Flee out of the midst of 
Babylon, and deliver 
every man his soul: be not 

in her· · · for 
is the the 

Lord's vengeance; will 
render unto her a recom­
pense" Jer. 51:6. 

Those who remain after 
the gathering of the "good," 
are those who will have 
"fought against Zion" (2 

11:11 121), b 

phasis/w.a.s.) 
us break their 
asunder, and 
their cords 
that sitteth in 
shall laugh: 
shall have 

and 

He 

But the wise are coun­
seled: 

"Serve the Lord with 



CITY OF REFUGE 
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Wherefore, 
stand. And it 

to pass that the 
shall be gathered 

all 

we can 

, 
come to Zion singing, 

J 
ments 48:59-67. 

The following scriptures 
reveal the humiliation 
•i~,,~~··~ as saves 
from and exalts those 

are 
be named as the 

"And in the days 
these kings (see Dan. 
2:34-35) shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom 
(the latter day re­
stored Church of 
Christ/w.a.s.) which 
shall never be destroyed; 
and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other peo­
ple (emphasis, w.a.s.), 
but it shall break in pieces 
and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall 
stand forever" (v. 44). 

hast been a strength 
poor, a strength to 

needy in his distress, 
a refuge from the storm, a 
shadow from the heat, 
when the blast of the ter­
rible ones is as a storm 
against the wall. Thou 

bring down the 
strangers, as the 

in a dry place; even 
with the shadow 

a · the branch of 
the terrible ones shall be 

"Isa. 

will not suffer 
wicked shall de­

e righteous. 
will pre­

his 
that 

eous be even 
destruction of their 

enemies fire" 1 Nephi 

"In that day shall the 
branch of Lord (the 
sanctifi Church of 
Christ/w.a.s.; see Isa. 
60:21) be beautiful and 
glorious; the fruit of the 
earth excellent and 

in 
the Lord shall have 

washed away the filth of 
the daughters of Zion (in­
cluding that of the latter 
day Restoration frag­
ments/w.a.s.), and shall 
have purged the blood of 
Jerusalem from the 
midst thereof by the spirit 
of judgment, and by the 
spirit of burning. And 
the Lord will create upon 
every dwelling place of 
Mount Zion, and upon 
her assemblies, a cloud 
and smoke by day, and 
the shining of a flaming 
fire by night: for upon all 
the glory of Zion shall be 
a defense. And there 
shall (the 

mple/ 
in 

daytime the heat, 
and a of refuge, 
and a covert from storm 
and from rain" 2 Ne. 
8:66-70. 
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who put my 
mind (I could feel h 
hand upon me) the fact 
that it would be possible 

In­
dies. There no question 
that the inspiration was 
from the Holy Spirit ... ,, 1 

of 

a. "He looked upon him­
self as in the hand of 
God, chosen from 
among men for the 
accomplishment of 
his high purpose. He 
supposed that he saw 
foretold in the Holy 
Writ his contem­
plated discovery, 
shadowed forth in 

Zion's 

the end he looked 
past the geographers, 
astronomers and phi­
losophers and sought 
interlocutors among 
the prophets. The Bi­
ble came to his aid. " 3 

Indian, 
tum, entered compound. 
Who was he, why was he here 
and from where had he come? 

He arrived in the camp by 
way of a tortuous journey. 
Twice kidnapped and carried 

Europe; once to be sold on 
the auction block of slavery, 
he spent more than fourteen 
years away from America 
while in England and Spain. 
When finally returned home 
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by some white man's disease. 
young Joseph so long be­

fore, in his sufferings he was 
a special man prepared by 
God for His purposes. 

Tisquantum, an English 
eaking Christian, now 

men of this 
to 

they " .. . did humble them­
selves before the Lord, and 
the power of the Lord was 
with them ... " ( 1 Nephi 
3:152). The pages history 
record the validity this 
prophecy: 

Congress, 
declared , "We 
think it is incumbent 



He 
His righteous 
to suffer a 

to 
us.... And also to im­

the Divine Bless­
ing upon us, that by the 
assistance of His grace, 
we be enabled to re­
form whatever is amiss 
among us .... " 

ation. 

lll 

behold, this 
land, saith God, shall bea 
land of thine inheritance; 
and shall 
blessed upon the land. 
And this land shall be a 
land of liberty unto the 
Gentiles: and there shall 
be no kings upon the land, 
who shall raise up unto 
the And I will 

land 
all other nations .... " 

Zion's Advocate 

raise up 
tiles." 
prophecy 1 
155. Nephisaw 
tiles the "were de-
livered by the power 
God out of the 111.,u,,,.,.,., ... 

other nations." 
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'~nd it shall come to 
pass that they shall be 
gathered in from their 

from 
the isles of the and 
from the four parts of 
the earth; And the na­
tions of the Gentiles 
shall be in the 
eyes of me, saith God, 
in 
to the lands of their in­
heritance. Yea, the 
kings of 
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~AAA~~~~ people were 
of whom 21,642,000 

It is still the third 
plague in recorded 

So what does all of this 
to do with our prophecy? 

Just this! A child born on the 
the Church was organ­

April 6, 1830, would 
been between his 88th 

89th birthdays when 
disease occurred, which 
fills this prophecy! 

Before we stop 

is total speculation 
part, so if some you 
to not believe this I'll under­
stand. I have read that 

history can be compared 
1918 flu epidemic, so 

look again. 
The worst pandemic 

history was in Rome 
reign of Justinian. It .1.a.:,1.,cA..1. 

from 541 until 593 A. D., and 
took the lives of 100,000,000. 

ago Daniel McGregor 
established the date of the 
apostasy as being 570. 

Therefore, this plague 
and the apostasy were occur­
ring simultaneously. 

The second greatest 
plague ravaged this earth 
from 1346 until 1350. This 
was called the Black Death. 
It took the lives of an esti­
mated 37,000,000 in Asia and 

tempts to reform 
occurred. 

Some romantic writers 
have pictured the Protestant 
Reformation as occurring 
overnight. Actually the idea 
grew slowly and started long 
before it burst 

lence him 
lowed his teachings, 
spite of persecutions the re­
form idea continued to grow. 

Let us sum this all 
now. The worst plague ever 
on earth came during the 
apostasy. The second worst 
plague was on the leading 
edge of the Protestant Refor­
mation. From 1830 until 
1844 the world was given a 
choice of half belief in Christ 
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timing 
world wide 

we realize that each had 
ious significance. Then when 
we look at the 1918 
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Zion's 

how muc 
1neans to the 
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E'ATI-IJ ... IGI-/TS -

Comforted 

as soon as 

we were not far from the 

I had my closed, 

head leaned 

P THLIGHTS 

alone. 

happy. You wouldn't 

back would you?" 
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so 
me 
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' 

PATl:ILIGHTS 

"There is 
Still Time" 

For several years, until I was in my early 20's, God 

had no place in my 

I was a drinker, gambler smoker-not a likely 

candidate for the Clmrch of One day I started 

my life what I saw. I 
an elder 

out any faces. 

a sudden over the 

a voice me, 

immediately went out and 

every one who cries 

In the Lord's 
Hands 

My parents raised my brothers and I in a sheltered 

and loving environment. We did not have much 

of this world's goods but we were content. Because of 
prayer and the lmowledge of Cl1rist' s promises to us, 

written in scripture, and because we also had support 

of our Church of Christ family, I do not remember 

having much care or any real sorrow. 

But there is one incident that I will always re-

member as favor the Lord to me. 

bedroom was 

to save us. It 
daily, and even 

kingdom Heaven. ended. stant" and 

When I awoke this dream was still vivid in my we care. 

and I knew it was who had 

a 

on 
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Greetings! from hot, dry Missouri. 
Of course, we just come 

August so I suppose 
this time of year. 

noticed 
mornings are when I'm walking. 

used to be singing their 
but already 

way won't be back 
I'll miss them. The Bible speaks 

of being able to read the signs of the times 
as we do the seasons and such. We must 

prepared-watching and 
oil in our lamps. Our Savior's return is 

u11:,c--v, am I 

Zion's Advocate 

On July 30th 
oughly surprised 
our 25th Wedding 
event was master-minded 

our daughter, 
and sneaky 

played thing out 
a to the 
and be greeted by so many smiling 
after having just greeted 20 or 30 others 
on the front (I what 
Shawna must have 
come!) And to 
dumber-I had 
ally helped her 
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is 

II You can't break a law of God, 

Your reporter, 
Czerna 

it' 

Greetings to all our 
in Church 

We have had a quiet, 
mer here at our little church. We 

to have this done. 
this hilltop. 

May 

Reporter, 
Elizabeth 

can 



NEWS 

11 RAVENNA, MICHIGAN 

Aaron Heath. 
at Crockery Lake, 

fellowship was extended to our new 

brother and our Sunday was held 
cut short by the sent 

for shelter. We ask an interest 

Zion's Advocate 
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ANM'fJUNCEIVIENTS 

PHOENIX REUNION 
"O 

tidings, get 
into the high mou in: 
Jerusalem, that bring 

good tidi 
voice with 
up, be not afraid; 
the cities of J h, 
your 

Ii a 

ore 
:9, 11. 

Local 

gather 
arm, and ca 
bosom, and s 

p 
preparaf ons 

g us: 

YUCATAN REUNION 

We invite you to our reunion to cele­
brate our 50th Anniversary of 

founding of the Church in Mexico. 
This event will be held in the city 

Merida, on the 25th of February, 2001, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. There will be 
preaching services and a special music forwa to 

program. you. 
Please let us know if you are on 

come and worship with 
. I 

ing. For more information contact: 
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
n,-.11v.•rv of your Zion's Advocate us your new 

im1me,d1::1tellv. Each undeliverable Zion's Advocate costs the 
church more than the value of a first class in addition to 

sessions 
be held to the conference, 

will be held on the Lot 
The 2001 Ministers' Conference 1nr,<=><:thr,nr1 

Church of Christ will be held 
7 and 8, at 
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AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS 
The materials are available on loan to members of the 

Church of Christ from the Video, Visual-Aid and 
Committee: 

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION 
dates of use, and the 

nrr""''"tnr.:: and are no! 

areas . 
Allow advance time for and 

your own of the programs. Write to the AWAA 
Church of Christ, PO Box 472, Missouri 64051-
0472. 
LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)-D1rected specifically toward 

American viewers, complied from three other programs 
LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)-Slory of the bringing forth of the book 

of Mormon and !he restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and 

1830. 
OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)-Tells lhe story found within the Book of 

Mormon. 
RETURN, THE (12 minutes)-Reveals the significance of the return to the 

"land of Zion" 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially 

as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot 

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETIE TAPE 
r,rrm1,,ta set the James Version of the Bible New 

Testament and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron 
5621 Road, Kansas Missouri 64136. 

which set is desired and the estimated of time 
use 

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETIE TAPES 
For a sermon on cassette write to Ron 5621 

Road, Kansas Missouri 64136. 

Lessons about God and Jesus ages 5-7 

Book in the Stone Box, the Book of Mormen 
Church for Juniors-Includes a Teacher's 
Jesus' Life Teachings-4 Quarterlies 8-10 
Who Am !?-Bible game cards; free 

individuals 
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