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EXCERPT

By Apostie William A. Sheldon

THE TIME OF HARVEST

“Our God shall come,
and shall not keep si-
lence: a fire shall devour
before him, and it shall be
very tempestuous round
about him. He shall call
to the heavens from
above, and to the earth,
that he may judge his
people. Gather my saints

together unto me; those
that have made a cove-
nant with me by sacri-
fice” Psalms 50:3-5.

Babylon’s fall (Rev. 14:8)
which chronologically follows
the restoration of the “ever-
lasting gospel”(vs. 6 and 7),
and which fall is preceded by
the Lord’s warning voice to
His people to depart there-
from “that ye receive not of
her plagues” (Rev. 18:4)
would be incomplete except
He has also provided for their
gathering and protection. We
may be sure that He will do
just that. Christ is the Good
Shepherd (John 10:11) Who
has laid down His life for His
sheep (the saints of God) and
will gather them into “one
fold” (ibid. , 15-16). To assist
Him in this work of the gath-
ering, He will send forth His
angels.

We are prone to think of
angels only in the usually ac-

cepted sense as being spe-
cially created spirits to bear
messages from God to chosen
persons according to the Di-
vine will. However, God has
other agents also, some hav-
ing been saints upon the
earth, and being sent from
the courts of glory to impart
His word. A few recorded in-
stances will suffice: Rev. 19:9-
10; 22:8-9; Moroni and John
the Baptist appearing to
Joseph Smith (see the
Church of Christ Outline His-
tory, pp. 21, 35, and histories
of other latter day saint bod-
ies).

However, there are also
those referenced as “angels”
who are living servants of
God, because they deliver
God’s word and minister to
His people in gospel ordi-
nances, as shown in Rev. 2:1,
8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14. These
“angels” were those whom
we would call pastors, who
were concerned with the sev-
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eral ancient church bodies
during the times of the origi-
nal apostles of Christ (see
Rev. chaps. 2 & 3).

Therefore, we are to un-
derstand that where prophe-
cies speak of “angels” con-
nected with the gathering of
the saints in the last days, we
need not necessarily consider
those angels as being the
commonly accepted host spe-
cially created as spiritual
messengers of God.

Christ said—

“And he shall send his
angels with a great sound
of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together his
elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to
the other” Matt. 24:31.

This text seems to refer
exclusively to that heavenly
host, but Christ is not limited
in this, for He will use his
human agents (angels) as
well to lift the warning voice
to His saints (calling them
from Babylon), and to all of
scattered Israel:

“Behold, I will send for
many fishers, saith the
Lord, and they shall fish
them; and after will 1
send for many hunters,
and they shall hunt them
from every mountain,
and from every hill, and
out of the holes of the
rocks” Jer. 16:16.

This gathering is not lim-

ited to the literal descendants
of Israel, for we are further
informed that—

“...The Gentiles shall
come unto thee from the
ends of the earth (to the
place of the fold of Christ,
to Zion/w.a.s.), and shall
say, Surely our fathers
have inherited lies, van-
ity, and things wherein
there is no profit” ibid.,
19.

Yes, those of Israel and of
the truly believing gentiles
shall be “fished” and
“hunted,” gathered out of
Babylon (the world) and as-
sembled upon mount Zion (in
the U.S. A.) and to Jerusalem
in her redeemed condition.
See Rev. 7: 14:1-5; Jer. 16:14-
15; Ezek. 37:21-27.

A careful analysis of
Luke 17:31-37 in connection
with Matt. 24:28, Rom. 6:3-8,
Col. 3:3 and 2 Tim. 2:11 will
show the Lord’s concern for
the gathering of His saints
(being dead to sin but alive in
Christ) to a “body” of saints,
and there to partake of the
wedding feast at the marriage
of the Lamb of God (see Matt.
25:6, 10 and Rev. 19:7-8), hav-
ing been called from the
midst of Babylon.

With further regard to
human “angels” being used
of God in the gathering proc-
ess of the Lord’s sheep, I wish
to refer to a spiritual dream
had by Elder George Cole of

the Church of Christ in 1870,
and as recorded in our Out-
line History, p. 131. It would
be well to quote it all, but I
will refrain for brevity. The
reader should see this be-
cause it is such an outstand-
ing vision relative to the work
of this Church of Christ in the
gathering of latter day saints.

Suffice it to say that he
saw a tree having been cut
down, whose stump was on
the Temple Lot in Inde-
pendence, Missouri, which
was dedicated by Joseph
Smith for Zion’s temple.
That dead tree represented
the fallen condition of the lat-
ter day saint churches. Nev-
ertheless, there was life in the
stump (the Church of Christ),
and there was a measure of
life in the dead tree.

“I looked and seen that
the day will come when the
messengers of the Lord (the
elders of Israel, who are the
angels of God/w.a.s.) will go
through that dead top. It
seemed to me that they
were pruning the tree, but
not as we prune a tree, for
we would bring from it the
dead branches, but they did
bring out the green twigs
from the dead tree....”

Thus we see in this a
small part of that great work
of God in gathering His
saints; a gathering from the
Babylonish spiritual confu-
sion among those of latter
day Israel, as represented by
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the dead tree, which Elder
Cole saw in his dream.

A more comprehensive
gathering of the saints is al-
luded to in Deut. 33:16, 17,
which references those of the
tribe of Joseph as God’s prin-
cipal servants in this task:

“...His horns are like
the horns of unicorns:
with them he shall push
the people together to the
ends of the earth (to Zion
or the New Jerusalem,
and to Jerusalem in Pal-
estine/w.a.s.): and they
are the ten thousands of
Ephraim, and they are
the thousands of
Manasseh” (v.17).

It may come as a surprise
that there will be those of
Manasseh, together with
Ephraim, as a mighty prose-
lytizing force in the last days,
in this time of harvest. Jesus
spoke to the descendants of
Manasseh on this continent
as “a remnant of the house of
Jacob” (3 Ne. 9:88), and it will
be a relatively few of these
(“the thousands of
Manasseh”) of which we read
further:

“And the remnant of
Jacob shall be in the
midst of many people as a
dew from the Lord...”
(Micah 5:7).

The significance of this is
shown in Deut. 32:2:

({My

doctrine shall

drop as the rain, my
speech shall distill as the
dew, as the small rain
upon the tender herb, and
as the showers upon the
grass.”

It is well at this juncture
to briefly speak of the gather-
ing of the remnant of Jacob
(Lamanites/Indians); of one
especially to be prepared of
God for that work. This will
be a descendant of Joseph, a
son of Lehi (see 2 Nephi 2:44-
48), who shall do a mighty
work among his brethren,
convincing them of the Book
of Mormon and of the re-
stored gospel of Christ.

We have thus only briefly
referenced the gathering of
the saints of God. This will
include the stupendous gath-
ering of all the tribes of Is-
rael; all of this to be accom-
plished by an endowed minis-
try, the servants of God. See
3 Nephi 10:5-12 of the Book

of Mormon, and the great
commission of Christ to His
apostles as found in Matthew
28:18-20. That commission
was not fulfilled during the
time of the ancient apostles,
and so it applies especially to
the last days, “the end of the
world,” or the fall of Babylon.

Contrary to a prevalent
conception, this commission
is not given to all so-called
believers, however com-
mendable it is that they bear
a witness for Christ; rather,
the commission is to those
with a divine calling to the
holy priesthood as is found in
the restored Church of Christ
brought to earth by angelic
ministration (Rev. 14:6, 7).

This process of gathering
includes not only a gathering
of saints, but also a gathering
of the wicked (which is spiri-
tual Babylon) to be burned.
The matter is briefly, but
poignantly described in the
Master’s parable of the sow-
ing of “good seed in his field:
but while men slept (the an-
cient apostasy of the
church/w.a.s.) his enemy
came and sowed tares among
the wheat....” (Matt. 13:24-
25).

When asked by the ser-
vants of God, “Wilt thou then
that we go and gather them
up?”, He said:

“Let both grow together
until the harvest: and in
the time of harvest I will
say to the reapers (his an-
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gels/wa.s.), gather ye
together FIRST the
tares, and bind them
in bundles to burn them:
‘but gather the wheat into
my barn” (Zion/wa.s.)
ibid., vs. 28, 30.

Please note that there is
to be firstly a gathering of the
tares, including the wicked,
from among the saints in the
kingdom of God (see v. 41),
and they are to be bound in
bundles before being con-
signed to the burning proc-
ess. This was also alluded to
by John the Baptist, referring
to Christ:

“Whose fan is in his
hand, and he will
throughly (thoroughly/
w.a.s.) purge his floor,
and gather his wheat into
the garner; but he will
burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire” Matt.
3:12.

The binding of the tares
into bundles signifies the
gathering together of the
many and varied forces of cor-
ruption and wickedness,
whose underlying aims are
inspired by the enemy of all
mankind for the purpose of
destroying them from the
presence of God, and briefly,
to fight against Zion.

These “bundles” of wick-
edness include Mystery, Baby-
lon the Great and her many
daughters, the so-called har-
lots (Rev. 17:5) which

(lumped together) are the
churches of men, or the
“church of the devil” as op-
posed to the church of the
Lamb, or the Church of
Christ in its perfection. Ad-
ditionally, we find “bundles”
of economic, pelitical and
moral or social intrigue, in-
clusive of, but not limited to,
the secret combinations of
men. See 1 Nephi 7:50-53, 2
Nephi 11:93-95, Alma 17:64,
Ether 3:94-100.

Rev. 14:14-20 treats upon
the reaping time, the “har-
vest of the earth” (v.15), and
which includes a gathering of
“the clusters (bundles/w.a.s.)
of the vine of the earth...into
the great winepress of the
wrath of God” (vs. 18-20).

This “winepress” is to be
trodden “without the city”
(outside the New Jerusalem,
or city of Zion) showing that
Zion will have been estab-
lished through the gathering
of saints before the “burn-
ing” or destruction of Baby-
lon.

The general corruption
and wickedness which char-
acterizes the nations of these
latter days, and probably sur-
passing that of Noah’s time,
of which Christ spoke so
graphically (Matt. 24: 15-39),
will finally provoke the
Lord’s all-consuming wrath
upon such; a great burning of
His vineyard following the in-
gathering of the good fruit.

Isit not imperative, then,

that the saints of God shall
even now:

“Flee out of the midst of
Babylon, and deliver
every man his soul: be not
cut offin her iniquity; for
this is the time of the
Lord’s vengeance; he will
render unto her a recom-
pense” der. 51:6. -

Those who remain after
the gathering of the “good,”
are those who will have
“fought against Zion” (2
Nephi 11:116-121), being
“drunken with iniquity and
all manner of abominations”
(ibid., v. 116). It is these of
whom the psalmist said:

“Why do the heathen
rage, and the people
imagine a vain thing?
The kings of the earth set
themselves, and the rul-
ers take counsel together,
against the Lord, and
against his anointed (em-
phasis/w.a.s.) saying, Let
us break their bands
asunder, and cast away
their cords from us. He
that sitteth in the heavens
shall laugh: the Lord
shall have them in deri-
ston.... Thou shalt break
them with a rod of iron;
thou shalt dash them in
pieces like a potter’s ves-
sel” Psalm 2:1-4, 9.

But the wise are coun-
seled:

“Serve the Lord with
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fear, and rejoice with
trembling. Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and ye
perish from the way,
when his wrath is kin-
dled but a little. Blessed
are all they that put their
trust in him” (ibid., vs.
11, 12).

A CITY OF REFUGE

ince at the second coming

of Christ it is to be even

as it was in the days of
Noah and of Lot, then it fol-
lows that it not only describes
the wickedness and indiffer-
ence of men to God, but also
describes the means of escape
from wrath for the saints.
Just as the Lord commanded
Noahin thebuilding of an ark
to save his family from the
flood, and as He permitted
Lot and his family to go into
a small city to be saved from
fiery destruction (Gen. 19:17-
22), so also will He provide a
spiritual “ark,” a city of Zion,
the New Jerusalem, for the
salvation of His saints of the
last days.

This can only be accom-
plished through a literal
gathering of the saints, and
this gathering is to occur as
they assemble to build a
“New Jerusalem,” or to assist
the “remnant of Jacob” in
this task (3 Ne. 10:1). Ac-
cording to the prophet Joseph
Smith, that city will be built,
“beginning at the temple lot”
in Independence, Missouri

(revelation given September
22, 1832; see the Church’s
“An Outline History,” p. 46;
also arevelation given in July

1831, ibid., p.44, concerning
the Lord’s temple to be built
there [Millennial Star, Vol.
14, supplement, p. 72]).
Evidently the temple en-
visaged by Joseph Smith, and
which has been confirmed
through spiritual dreams,
etc., to many others, is the
focal point in the building of
the New Jerusalem. This will
not be the New Jerusalem as
viewed by the apostle John
(Rev. 21:1, 2), for that city

follows the millennial reign of

Christ and the “little season”
of the devil’s release to de-
ceive again the nations (Rev.
20:1-8).

That New Jerusalem
will not be built with men’s
hands, and shall come down
from heaven (the habitation
of God), while the new Jeru-
salem preceding the millen-
nial reign shall be built by
human labor.

This nearer new Jerusa-
lem is to be built following the
“great tribulation” (Matt.
24:21, 22) spoken of by Christ
and referenced in 3 Ne. 9:
101-106, which is indicative
of the fall of Babylon. Now,
concerning this city of refuge,
we quote again from latter
day revelation:

“Go ye forth into the
western countries, call
upon the inhabitants to re-
pent, and inasmuch as they
do repent, build up
churchesunto me; and with
one heart and with one
mind, gather up your riches
that ye may purchase an
inheritance which shall
hereafter be appointed
unto you, and it -shall be
called the New Jerusalem,
a land of peace, a city of
refuge, a place of safety for
the saints of the most High
God; And the glory of the
Lord shall be there, inso-
much that the wicked will
not come unto it: And it
shall be called Zion: And it
shall come to pass, among
the wicked, that every man
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that will not take his sword
against his neighbor, must
needs flee unto Zion for
safety. And there shall be
gathered unto it out of
every nation under heaven:
And it shall be the only peo-
ple that shall not be at war
one with another. And it
shall be said among the
wicked, Let us not go up to
battle against Zion, for the
inhabitants of Zion are ter-
rible; Wherefore, we can
not stand. And it shall come
to pass that the righteous
shall be gathered out from
among all nations, and
shall come to Zion singing,
with songs of everlasting
joy” Book of Command-
ments 48:59-67.

The following scriptures
reveal the humiliation of the
nations as God saves there-
from and exalts those who are
righteous, who are worthy to
be named as the saints of
God.

“And in the days of
these kings (see Dan.
2:34-35) shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom
(the latter day re-
stored Church of
Christ/w.a.s.)  which
shall never be destroyed;
and the kingdom shall
not be left to other peo-
ple (emphasis, w.a.s.),
but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these
kingdoms, and it shall
stand forever” (v. 44).

“Therefore shall the
strong people glorify thee,
the city of the terrible na-
tions shall fear thee. For
thou hast been a strength
to the poor, a strength to
the needy in his distress,
a refuge from the storm, a
shadow from the heat,
when the blast of the ter-
rible ones is as a storm
against the wall. Thou
shalt bring down the
noise of strangers, as the
heat in a dry place; even
the heat with the shadow
of a cloud: the branch of
the terrible ones shall be
brought low” Isa. 25:3-5.

“For he will not suffer
that the wicked shall de-
stroy the righteous.
Wherefore, he will pre-
serve the righteous by his
power, even if it so be that
the fulness of his wrath
must come, and the right-
eous be preserved, even
unto destruction of their
enemies by fire” 1 Nephi
7:35-36.

“In that day shall the
branch of the Lord (the
sanctified Church of
Christ/w.a.s.; see Isa.
60:21) be beautiful and
glorious; the fruit of the
earth excellent and
comely to them that are
escaped of Israel. And it
shall come to pass, them
that are left in Zion, and
remain in Jerusalem,

shall be called holy, every-
one that is written among
the living in Jerusalem:
When the Lord shall have
washed away the filth of
the daughters of Zion (in-
cluding that of the latter
day Restoration frag-
ments/w.a.s.), and shall
have purged the blood of
Jerusalem from the
midst thereof by the spirit
of judgment, and by the
spirit of burning. And
the Lord will create upon
every dwelling place of
Mount Zion, and upon
her assemblies, a cloud
and smoke by day, and
the shining of a flaming
fire by night: for upon all
the glory of Zion shall be
a defense. And there
shall be a tabernacle (the
Lord’s holy temple/
w.a.s.) for a shadow in the
daytime from the heat,
and for a place of refuge,
and a covert from storm
and from rain” 2 Ne.
8:66-70.

v
3
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" PART 5 IN A SERIES OF 7

By Apostle Don Mcindoo

History of America, told in radiant
brilliance

Of wondrous and mystical splendor:

The doctrines which the prophets
spoke

Were the flowering paths of the
Nephite.

—Renan Chuc

“THE DOCTRINES WHICH
THE PROPHETS SPCKE. Just

as the Bible, the Book of Mor-

mon is full of wonderful
prophecy, but there is a nota-
ble difference between the
two books. The majority of
the prophecies in the Book of
Mormon relate to the inhabi-
tants of the Americas and
their future. So this book be-
comes a very important book
to those who dwell in this
land. Some of these prophe-
cies are directed to the indige-
nous peoples, while others
speak to the Gentiles w .10 ar-
rived much later from Kuro-
pean nations. FEach proph-
ecy, as does all God’s Word,

has great relevance to us and
to our children.

A powerful witness to the
divinity of this book is that it
contains many prophecies
that have already been ful-
filled. Let’s consider some
facts we can now read in the
pages of history that have
been fulfilled according to the
words of Book of Mormon
prophets. ,

Nephi prophesied of the
discovery of this land in later
years by an individual who
would be led by “..the
Spirit of God, that it came
down and wrought upon
the man; and he went
forth upon the many wa-
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ters, even unto the seed of
my brethren, who were in
the promised land” (1
Nephi 3: 147). Of course, this
unnamed explorer is known
to us as Christopher Colum-
bus.

Critics could proclaim
that Joseph Smith certainly
knew about the discovery of
America by Columbus, and
they would be correct. How-
ever, it has not been written
in our histories that he was a
man inspired by the Holy
Spirit in his quest as the
prophet had stated. Now
comes a chronicle written by
Columbus himself: “If was
the Lord who put into my
mind (I could feel his
hand upon me) the fact
that it would be possible
to sail from here to the In-
dies. There is no question
that the inspiration was
from the Holy Spirit...” '
Do the biographers of Colum-
bus indicate that he was a
man who would be apt to re-
ceive inspiration from the Al-
mighty? Let’s examine the
literature:

a. “He looked upon him-
self as in the hand of
God, chosen from
among men for the
accomplishment of
his high purpose. He
supposed that he saw
foretold in the Holy
Writ his contem-
plated discovery,
shadowed forth in

the revelations of the
prophets.”*

b. “In the end he looked
past the geographers,
astronomers and phi-
losophers and sought
interlocutors among
the prophets. The Bi-
ble came to his aid.”’

The history of America is
rooted in this beautiful
prophecy of Nephi. “And I
beheld the Spirit of the
Lord, that it was upon the
Gentiles; that they did
prosper, and obtain the
land for their inheri-
tance...” (1 Nephi 3:151).
Anyone seeing the little band
of Pilgrims referred to in this
prophecy would laugh at the
prospect of their prosperity.
The spring of 1621 found only
five men left alive, strong
enough to work and defend
the little colony. Almost half
the original colonists had
died, leaving but five of the
original eighteen wives
among the living. One day a
lone Indian, named Tisquan-
tum, entered the compound.
Who was he, why was he here
and from where had he come?

He arrived in the camp by
way of a tortuous journey.
Twice kidnapped and carried
to Europe; once to be sold on
the auction block of slavery,
he spent more than fourteen
years away from America
while in England and Spain.
When finally returned home

by Captain John Smith, he
found himself the lone survi-
vor of his people, who prob-
ably had been exterminated
by some white man’s disease.
Like young Joseph so long be-
fore, in his sufferings he was
a special man prepared by
God for His purposes.

Tisquantum, an English
speaking Christian, now
showed the men of this starv-
ing colony how to fish for eels
for an immediate food supply,
how to plant and fertilize
corn for next winter’s food
and how to trap beaver for a
future commodity of sale; in
short, how to prosper in this
new land to which God had
led them. One year later,
while on a trip with Governor
Bradford, Tisquantum be-
came ill and died. He was
prepared and present in that
moment necessary to fulfill
prophecy.

In his beautiful prophecy
about America, Nephi was
caused to know that these
colonists God had brought to
this new land would be deliv-
ered out of captivity because
they “...did humble them-
selves before the Lord, and
the power of the Lord was
with them...” (1 Nephi
3:152). The pages of history
record the validity of this
prophecy:

John Hancock, President
of the Provincial Congress,
declared to them, “We
think it is incumbent
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upon this people to hum-
ble themselves before
God on account of their
sins, for He hath been
pleased in His righteous
judgment to suffer a
great calamity to befall
us.... And also to im-
plore the Divine Bless-
ing upon us, that by the
assistance of His grace,
we may be enabled to re-
form whatever is amiss
among us....” " (Wouldn’t
you love to hear such words
fall from the lips of our po-
litical leaders today? Or
see them written in a
child’s history book?)
Heeding his counsel, the
Congress declared May 17,
1775, as a day of national
fasting, prayer and humili-
ation.

We shall continue with a
prophecy found in 2 Nephi
7:17-19: “But behold, this
land, saith God, shall be a
land of thine inheritance;
and the Gentiles shall be
blessed upon the land.
And this land shall be a
land of liberty unto the
Gentiles: and there shall
be no kings upon the land,
who shall raise up unto
the Gentiles. And I will
fortify this land against
all other nations....” This
prophecy was given about
550 years before the birth of
Christ. The only inhabitants
of the land known to the
prophet were of the house of
Israel. The Gentile peoples of

Europe had yet to discover
this land, but upon the arri-
val of Columbus in 1492, the
door was opened and a flood
of conquerors sailed in to es-
tablish their empires.

In North America the
Gentiles were governed by
the powerful king of England
while the king of Spain, the
king of Portugal, the king of
France and the emperor of
Russia governed other parts
of the Americas. But the
prophecy in 2 Nephi 7 said,
“there shall be no kings
upon the land, who shall
raise up unto the Gen-
tiles.” Let’s return to the
prophecy in 1 Nephi 3:153-
155. Nephisaw that the Gen-
tiles to the north “were de-
livered by the power of
God out of the hands of all
other nations.” He was
prophesying of the Revolu-
tionary War of 1776 when the
United States gained her lib-
erty. After this historical
revolution, all the nations of
the Americas began their
struggle for independence.
Mexico was liberated in 1810,
Venezuela in 1817, Columbia
in 1819, Peruin 1822, etc. By
the time the Book of Mormon
appeared, just as recorded in
Jacob’s prophecy, the era of
foreign dominion was coming
to a close in America. What
begins as prophecy, ends on
the pages of history books.

The marvelisthat during
the course of our lives we

have seen with our own eyes
the fulfillment of many of
those prophecies. Let’s use,
as an example, the prophecy
about the gathering of Israel
in the latter days. Seventy
years after the birth of Christ
the Romans destroyed Jeru-
salem, and from that time
forth Israel has been scat-
tered among the nations of
the world. But God had given
a promise to them through
prophecy:

“And it shall come to
pass that they shall be
gathered in from their
long dispersion from
the isles of the sea, and
from the four parts of
the earth; And the na-
tions of the Gentiles
shall be great in the
eyes of me, saith God,
in carrying them forth
to the lands of their in-
heritance. Yea, the
kings of the Gentiles
shall be nursing fa-
thers unto them, and
their queens shall be-
come nursing moth-
ers...” (2 Nephi 7:13-15).

Through the leadership
of the United States and
Great Britain, leaders among
the Gentile nations, the
United Nations made, in
1948, a mandate making the
state of Israel a free nation
for the first time in nearly
2000 years. It was an action
that no one thought possible,
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but with God all things are
possible. Our generation has
seen the fulfillment of this
marvelous prophecy. The
only thing that detracted
from the joy of the Jewish
people was the fact that they
still had no free access to the
city of Jerusalem.

When Christ arrived in
the first Christian century
among the ancestors of Na-
tive Americans in Mexico,
there is a great deal of evi-
dence that He appeared in
the area near Chiapas or Ta-
basco where the Mayan peo-
ple lived. Some of the inhabi-
tants of this area later moved
to the Yucatan Peninsula.
While Christ was teaching
the multitudes He revealed to
them many important things
that would take place in fu-
ture generations. An exam-
ple of this is found in 3 Nephi
9:85:

“Then shall this
covenant which the
Father hath cove-
nanted with his peo-
ple, be fulfilled; and
then shall Jerusalem
be inhabited again
with my people, and it
shall be the land of
their inheritance.”

In verse 87 of this pas-
sage Jesus continued, “And
behold, this is the thing
which I will give unto you
for a sign...” The Master
explained what the sign

would be for this marvelous
event. Then in verse 88 He
told them that the Gentiles
would receive these writings
now known as the Book of
Mormon. This part of His
prophecy was fulfilled in 1829
when the book was trans-
lated and printed. His prom-
ise continued in verse 89
when He told them that some
day the Gentiles would re-
turn these writings to the de-
scendants of those hearing
His prophecy that day. This
was to be the sign that the
liberation of Jerusalem was
about to be accomplished.
This prophecy was ful-
filled in 1951 when Apostle
Clarence Wheaton came to
Yucatan with the Gospel of
Christ and the Book of Mor-
mon. With the baptism of the
first believersin 1953 and the
calling and ordination of the
priesthood among them, the
Church of Christ really com-
menced among the Maya, de-
scendants of those original
hearers of the prophecy. The
sign for the deliverance of Je-
rusalem had appeared. Four-
teen vears later, as a result of
the Six-Day War in 1967, Je-
rusalem was liberated for the
first time in nearly 2000
yvears. Thisisone of the great
prophecies fulfilled in our
day, and a definite proof of the
divinity and dependability of
Book of Mormon prophecy.
In like manner there are
many other important

prophecies that shall be ful-
filled. When illuminated by
the light of day, this natural
world appears as the beauti-
ful creation of our God. In
the same way, the life of man
shall appear a beautiful crea-
tion when illuminated by the
revealed word of God. Cer-
tainly the inhabitants of
America should give atten-
tion to the prophecies of this
sacred book. Of great impor-
tance is a prophecy found in
the Book of Ether:

“And now we can be-
hold the decrees of
God concerning this
land, that it is a land
of promise, and what-
soever nation shall
possess it, shall serve
God, or they shall be
swept off when the
fullness of his wrath
shall come upon
them?” (Ether 1:31).
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By Jim Gordon

26 we read,

“And in that day shall be
heard of wars and rumors
of wars, and the whole
earth shall be in commo-
tion, and men’s hearts shall
failthem, and they shall say
that Christ delayeth his
coming until the end of the
earth. And the love of men
shall wax cold, and iniquity
shall abound; and when the
time of the Gentiles is come

"1 the Book of Command-
' ments, chapter 48, verse

in a light shall break forth
among them that sit in
darkness and it shall be the
fullness of my gospel; but
they receive it not, for they
perceive not the light, and
they turn their hearts from
me because of the precepts
of men; and in that genera-
tion shall the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled: And
there shall be men standing
in that generation, that
shall not pass, until they
shall see an overflowing
scourge; for a desolating
sickness shall cover the
land....”

This passage of scripture
troubles some people. I have
heard some men try to ex-
plain it, but I would like to
put forth a different explana-
tion than I have heard.

In Deuteronomy, chapter
18, verses 18 through 22, we
read,

“I will raise them up a
prophet from among their
brethren like unto thee,
and will put my words in

his mouth; and he shall
speak unto them all that I
shall command him.
And it shall come to pass,
that whosoever will not
hearken unto my words
which he shall speak in
my name, [ will require it
of him. But the prophet,
which shall presume fto
speak a word in my name,
which 1 have not com-
manded him to speak, or
that shall speak in the
name of other gods, even
that prophet shall die.
And if thou say in thine
heart, how shall we know
the word which the Lord
hath not spoken? When
prophet speaketh in the
name of the Lord, if the

thing follow not nor come
to pass, that is the thing
which the Lord hath not
spoken, but the prophet
hath spoken it presump-
tuously; thou shalt not be

afraid of him.”
The problem here is that
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if we use the criterion laid
down in Deuteronomy we
have to look at the prophecy
thus: that the light of the gos-
pel would break forth among
the Gentiles, the Gentiles
would receive it not, and
within the lifetime of some
men an overflowing plague
would sweep the earth. This
prophecy has a built-in time
frame that makes it neces-
sary for it to be fulfilled in a
lifetime or not at all. But let
me suggest that is just what
happened. Now let’s look
and see what occurred.

By April 6, 1830, the
Book of Mormon was printed,
the priesthood ordained and
the Church was organized ac-
cording to the laws of the
state of New York. Thus did
the light break forth. By
1844 the gospel can be consid-
ered rejected, Joseph Smith
had been assassinated and
the Church had been perse-
cuted in four states for 14
years.

In the spring of 1918 a
light flu epidemic started in
Spain and later it was also in
America, Britain, France, Ja-
pan and China. This would
have gone unnoticed in our
time except for what followed
later that summer. Since it
began in Spain it was named
“The Flu of the Spanish
Lady.” The second wave of
flu was in Chunking, China,
in July. It reached Iran in
early August, France in the

middle of August, and on the
28th of that same month a
sailor in Boston was diag-
nosed with the disease. The
infection spread over the east
coast in days. Some of the
sailors from that crew were
transferred to Michigan and
[llinois and thus the disease
was spread to the Midwest.

The pattern was about
the same in every city where
good health records were
kept. The plague would come
into the city and spread for
one or two weeks. Then fol-
lowed two weeks of high mor-
tality, after which the disease
would subside. Surveys con-
ducted in various parts of the
United States revealed an in-
fection rate of 28 per cent.

In most of the third world
countries it was worse. In Sa-
moa 80 to 90 per cent of the
people were too sick to pre-
pare the food or use the medi-
cine that relief agencies sent,
and some starved while oth-
ers languished who might
have been saved.

My mother was very
small but claims that she re-
membered looking out of the
window in Lexington, Mis-
souri, and seeing the funeral
processions go by at night.
She said they buried the dead
at night to keep the plague
from spreading to the people
on the street. All of my
mother’s family were sick ex-
cept her older brother, Clin-
ton. He cared for the rest of

the family day and night. In
those days if you would phone
your order to the grocery
store they would deliver your
groceries, but during the flu
epidemic they would leave
them on your porch. If you
came outside the door they
would leave you without your
order.

My grandfather was a
mining inspector working
out of Washington, D. C. at
the time. He traveled the en-
tire nation while working at
this job. He told a story about
a mine that was shut down
because they took the steam
shovel to the graveyard. It
seems they couldn’t dig
graves fast enough by hand
and the undertaker was fall-
ing behind in his work. And
of course, they didn’t want to
leave those bodies lying
around to infect others. He
visited a town in Kansas
where they were nailing pine
boxes to bury bodies in be-
cause they ran out of coffins,
and the coffin companies
were swamped with orders.
According to Nicholas Den-
ham, Independence, Mis-
souri, was as hard hit as any-
place else.

In the United States the
dead numbered 548,452, In
North America and Central
America combined 1,075,685
was the death toll. In Europe
the number of the dead was
2,163,303. Africa and Mada-
gascar were estimated at
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1,353,428. Asia was hit hard-
est with 15,757,363. All told
over a billion people were in-
fected of whom 21,642,000
died. It is still the third larg-
est plague in recorded his-
tory.

So what does all of this
have to do with our prophecy?
Just this! A child born on the
day the Church was organ-
ized, April 6, 1830, would
have been between his 88th
and 89th birthdays when this
disease occurred, which ful-
fills this prophecy!

Before we stop there is
one more aspect of this topic
I would like to discuss. This
is total speculation on my
part, so if some of you choose
to not believe this I'll under-
stand. I have read that only
two epidemics in recorded
history can be compared to
the 1918 flu epidemic, so let’s
look again.

The worst pandemic in
history was in Rome in the
reign of Justinian. It lasted
from 541 until 593 A. D., and
took the lives of 100,000,000.
Years ago Daniel McGregor
established the date of the
apostasy as being 570.

Therefore, this plague
and the apostasy were occur-
ring simultaneously.

The second greatest
plague ravaged this earth
from 1346 until 1350. This
was called the Black Death.
It took the lives of an esti-
mated 37,000,000 in Asia and

25,000,000 in Europe. (I
could find no estimates on Af-
rica.) Shortly after the Black
Death one of the earliest at-
tempts to reform the Church
occurred.

Some romantic writers
have pictured the Protestant
Reformation as occurring
overnight. Actually the idea
grew slowly and started long
before it burst full force upon
Europe.

John Wrycliffe was born
about 1320. As a young man
he studied at Oxford and
lived through the Black
Death. As this scholar ma-
tured and grew eminent he
began to criticize the Church
of that day. He was the first
religious reformer to start a
systematic translation of the
Bible into English.

Wycliffe held that the Bi-
ble was the highest source of
truth and organized a group
of men to go about the coun-
try teaching Bible truth as
opposed to church law. The
Church did all it could to si-
lence him and those who fol-
lowed his teachings, but in
spite of persecutions the re-
form idea continued to grow.

Let us sum this all up
now. The worst plague ever
on earth came during the
apostasy. The second worst
plague was on the leading
edge of the Protestant Refor-
mation. From 1830 until
1844 the world was given a
choice of half belief in Christ

or the fullness of the gospel.

By 1918 the world was
still rejecting the gospel. If
we look at the timing of the
first two world wide plagues
we realize that each had relig-
ious significance. Then when
we look at the 1918 Flu epi-
demic it doesn’t take much of
a stretch of the imagination
to realize that it has religious
significance also. It makes
sense that it occurred when it
did, albeit, it makes sense to
us of the restoration and to
none else.

As I said earlier this may
be coincidence but the close-
ness of the timing makes it a
striking coincidence. May
God bless you in your reading
is my prayer.

Author’s note: 1 wrote
this from material gleaned
from three books and an en-
cyclopedia and found very lit-
tle agreement between them
on the exact dates or num-
bers of people that died in
epidemics. So please don’t
expect the dates to be exact.
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he 2000 Teen Chal-
lenge Youth Camp be-
gan this year on
Sunday, July 30th. After
things get settled. . .the bus
arrives, your cabin is found,
the race for the good bunk

is over (which the coun-

selor always wins!), and
hello’s are said to old
friends; the camp is offi-
cially underway. Each year
on the first dm’ of camp we
start out with an ice breaker
to help everyone get to
know each other. This year

we had an activity in which
ecach person was given a
name of someone else at
the camp. The idea was to
find your own name, and
then z')z‘fx’"@O(“? to getas many
signatures of o sther campers
and staff on your name tag
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as you could in the time
allowed. Everyone had a
good time and it was an op-
portunity to find out the
names of people that you
otherwise may not have
known. We had quite a few
people there that I certainly
wasn't expecting: Rush
Limbaugh, Mr. T and Rocky
(all aka Trevor Stancil) to
name a few.

Teen Challenge has had
its share of injuries in the
past but it usually takes a
day or two for anyone to
need any real medical assis-
tance, but not this year. We
started what I hope is not a
new tradition on Sunday
night with a broken ankle.
Cody Riley had a "little”
mishap on the jungle gym
and ended up in the emer-

gency room on his first day.
But that did not stop him
from being a part of camp.
He was back before we knew
it, crutches and all. He
didn’t want anything to
keep him from being there.
The other campers really
reached out to him, letting
him know that their
thoughts were with him.
They sent a giant banner
with signatures and get well
wishes to him at the hospi-
tal, and quite a few used
their time and energy to
help Cody in any way they
could by making sure that
he had a good time, and
didn’'t miss out on any of
what camp has to offer. 1
think Cody really proved
how much this camp
means to the young people.

He was willing to endure a
lot just to be a part of it.

This year was the start
of something new called
"Buzz Challenges.” The
campers were given a chal-
lenge every night for the
next day, and if the chal-
lenge was met, Buzz agreed
to allow himself to be a part
of their reward, part of
which involved wearing a
grass skirt and leading us in
our morning exercises
(something he did do, by
the way!!!). The challenges
were taken very seriously by
the campers. The possibil-
ity of seeing Buzz in a grass
skirt or with purple hair
proved to be great motiva-
tion.

Another first this year
was the introduction of the
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slip and slide as an after-
noon activity. If the idea of
throwing yourself down on
the hard ground, sliding
across a wet tarp and land-
ing in the mud sounds like
a good time, and 1t did to
quite a few campers and
staff alike, then this is defi-
nitely the activity for you. (I
must say I was quite im-
pressed with my cabin and
their sliding skills. Six out
of seven of my girls were
out there showingeveryone
else how it was done...just
wanted to let them know |
was proud!!) Although the
people involved were hav-
ing a good time [ think
those of us on the sidelines
were enjoying it just as
much. There's something
about watching little camp-
ers, and little counselors,
going face first into the
mud. When it was all done
everyone walked away with
a smile {and mud) on their
face and a few battle scars.
As always the week Is
full of study classes and fel-
lowship, but the culmina-
tion of the week always
seems to be the Thursday
night campfire. There were
many wonderful and up-
lifting testimonies given by
the youth of our church, as
well as some cries for help,
but what better place to ask
for it than with a group of
people you know will take
your needs to the Lord in
prayer? We heard people
express their love for each

other and for the camp.
They also made mention of
quite a few things they had
learned in their study and
quest classes that had really
touched upon a need they
had in their lives and had
helped them to address it. |
know this service really
means a lot to the campers
and to the staff.

This year, as it has al-
ways been, was a week filled
with things that make great
memories. A week where

the young people from
across the country had an
opportunity to strengthen
their faith, increase their
knowledge of the scrip-
tures, and have a lot fun at
the same time. A week in
which friendships that will
last a lifetime can be, and
are, made. A week that will
never be forgotten.

Rebecca Oar
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POATHLIGHTS

Comfor’ced

rothers and Sisters,
BT he testimony 1 would like
to tell you about happene&
First, for
those who do not know me, |
would like to tell you a little
about mysel{. [ am the young-

many years ago.

est of three daughters born to
George and Cynthia Miller. 1
was very blessed to be born and
raised in the Church of Christ.
[ was raised with the knowledge
that God is alive and is the same
yesterday, Loclay and {orever.
My dad died when he was only
45 years old, after being in the
hospital {or several months.
My mother and 1 were very
Close, as we 1eamed to &epen&
on each other cluring‘ this time.

Five vears after my dad
died, my mother became very ill
due to high blood pressure and
kidney failure. She was put
into the hospital and we all
spent many days and nights
there. My husband and T went
home to geta little rest and had
not been home 1ong when we
received a call to return to the
hospﬁal as soon as possible.
When we were not far from the
hospital, I had my eyes closed,

my head leaned back against
the seat and I was praying. All

PATHLIGHTS

of a sudden, my mother’s voice
spoke to me. She said three
%hings to me that are as real to
me to&ay as when she spoke
them to me and they were my
strength and hope to help me
through that time of loss and a
promise of the wonderful plan
God has forall His people. She
said, “I'm not alone. I'm so
happy. You wouldn’t want me

back would you?”

AH | cou’M do was shal‘ze my

head no. I knew she was not
alone, as | could feel the pres-
ence of someone with her. My
mother’s voice was so happy
and excited I will never fargei
it. T couldn’t ask her to come
back and as I was shaking my
head no, she and her compan-
ion left so fast I could just feel
the Spee& of their &eparture,

Later, when we arrived at
the hospiial my sisters told me
that my mother had passe(i
away. | told them that I already
knew because mother had Spo-
ken to me, as we were On our
way back to the }xospi'tal. This
testimony is as wonderful to me
to&ay as it was on December 9,
1064, when God so blessed me
with it.

Your sister in Cerisi,
Georgia (M;’”er) Trua’gen
Bra(ﬂey f\/fs'c’}zigan Local

MP’()stea] on t}zc CCEG
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" PATHLIGHTS

“There is
S‘cin Time”

'or several years, until [ was in my early 20's, God

had no place in my life.

] was a drinker, gamHer and smoker—not a likely
candidate for the Church of Christ. One day [ started
taking stock of my life and did not like what [ saw. I
wrote to mother and was put in contact with an elder
in the Church of Christ.

My life started to change but 1 s’cruggled; for
several months I had one foot in the world and the
other in the gospel. I loved to visit and si’udy about
the gospel but the world still had its puﬂ on me. | was
still, from time to time, &()illg many of the things that
{}.ispieased God. One night I had a dream that changed
my life.

In this dream, I was sitting at a square game table
and sitting across from me was the man in whose home
we often piaye& poker. In the dimly lit }mckgroun(}, [
saw what appearec} to be a room filled with many peopic
dancing and érinlzing, There was music and Laughter
and because of the dimness of the scene I could not
make out any faces.

All of a sudden over the table a krigh’c hght came
on and a voice said to me, “There is still time.” The
hght immedia’cely went out and the same voice said,
“Not every one who cries Lord, Lord will enter into
the lzing(],om of Heaven.” The dream ended.

When I awoke this dream was still vivid in my

In the Lorcrs
Hands

, b /‘ y parents raised my brothers and I in a sheltered

and loving environment. We did not have much
of this world's goo&s but we were content. Because of
prayer and the lznowledge of Christ’s promises to us,
written in scripture, and because we also had support
of our Church of Christ famﬂy, [ do not remember
having much care or any real sorrow.

But there is one incident that [ will always re-
member as being a great favor of the Lord to me.
When I was a teenager, my bedroom was upstairs in
my parent’s home. The stairs were enclosed with a
door at the bottom that was laept closed. One time as
I was coming down the stairs from my bedroom 1
trippe& and fell from about the third step from the top.
As I was {aning I remembered thinking that [ would
projnauy break my neck if T hit that closed door at the
bottom. | was not in the least afraid. Just at the
moment of progaue impact, my brother Randy opencd
the door to go up the stairs. He was very muc
surprised to find me in his arms.

I know only the Lord could have coordinated
these things so I did not even receive a scratch, but
more importan‘tly, every time | think about it, [ am
reminded of His love and His power to save us. [t also
makes me realize how critical claily, and even “con-

stant” prayer is to our well ]oeing and for those whom

we care.

mind and [ knew it was the voice of the Lord who had

spolzen to me. Within a few months had changed my Darl Temp/e

life and was Eaptize(}..

— Posted on the CCEG
Ken Oar
— Posted on the CCEG e e o
I —
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1( COLLINS, MISSOURI

Greetings! from hot, dry Missouri.
Of course, we’ve just come
through August so I suppose this is fairly
normal for this time of year.

I've noticed how quiet the early
mornings are when I'm walking, The
birds used to be singing their break-of-
day concerts, but already many have gone
on their way and won’t be back until
spring. I'll miss them. The Bible speaks
of being able to read the signs of the times
as we do the seasons and such. We must
be prepared—watching and waiting with
oil in our lamps. Our Savior’s return is
amazingly close—or am I just imagining
things?!

Elders Rick Olson and Bob Oldham
came and gave their presentation on the
validity of the Church of Christ: its set-up,
purpose, history, etc. We appreciated the
time and effort they put into this to teach
and share it with us.

Also Apostle Buzz Brickhouse
brought some of the slides and pictures
of the missionary trip he and Apostle
Brian McIndoo took while in Kenya, Af-
rica—amazing testimonies of lives pre-
pared by the hand of God to receive the
gospel of Jesus Christ. What a great joy
to witness!

And what did you think of the Mis-
souri Reunion? Allen and I were able to
attend and I thought it was marvelous. 1
wish it were possible to go to all the
reunions, because I read the reports and
know they were equally wonderful. The
hand of Almighty God is moving among
His people and He is trying to prepare our
hearts. Oh that we can remember the
sermons and hear the whispers from the
testimonies, as we live our “everyday
lives” and go about doing our “stuff.”

On July 30th Allen and I were thor-
oughly surprised by all our friends for
our 25th Wedding Anniversary. This
event was master-minded and carried
out by our sly daughter, Shawna Herd,
and several sneaky helpers, who, I might
add, played this thing out very well! What
a joy to walk into the back of the church
and be greeted by so many smiling faces,
after having just greeted 20 or 30 others
on the front lawn! (I can’t imagine what
Shawna must have had to pay them to
come!) And to make me look even
dumber—I had gone with her and actu-
ally helped her pick out the decora-
tions—for “someone” else! Thank you
all so very much. We loved every minute
of it!

Here, for you to ponder, are a few
quotes and thoughts from recent ser-
mons.

B Slowly we're caught up in tangible
treasures.

B A remorse of conscience is preity beaithy.

B Meaningless—come to church; good
Sellowship—go bome and life continues

on.... What value are you to the
Kingdom?

B The devil is a gentleman who never goes
where be is not welcome!

B Jf we do what we can—God will do what
we can’t!

B What we do in our lives will either bless
us or HAUNT us!

B We have covenanted with Jesus Christ, but
have made a commitment to one another.

B Giving is receiving and receiving is
giving. ... Think about it.

B Be aware of what you portray in your life.
We don’t want to do anything, wear
anything, say anything that would be a
stumbling block to our brothers and
sisters.

B God bas a plan for our lives, but we can
change His plans by—our choices!

B You can’t break a law of God, but you can
break yourself against it/

Your reporter,
Czerna Kauffman

COWGILL, MISSOURI

Greetings to all our brothers and
sisters in the Church of Christ.

We have had a quiet, peaceful sum-
mer here at our little church. We have a
new speaker at our services. Bro. Trevor
Wrath has given us some wonderful ser-
mons. We also enjoy our visitors from
time to time.

Trevor and Lisa and their sons lan
and David flew to the northwestern states
in July to visit relatives. We are thankful
they had a safe and enjoyable trip and it’s
good to have them back.

Our little church was badly in need
of repairs so on September 30 we were
blessed and thankful when a number of
the members from Independence came
with equipment and willing hands to put
new white siding on the building, as well
as a new roof and other miscellaneous
jobs that needed to be done, such as a
new front door with a new stoop over it.

The sisters of the church, including
Irene Case, got together and prepared
three meals for the men. We enjoyed this
very much. We are small but we love 1o
cook.

We feel very blessed and thankful
to have this done. It looks very nice on
this hilltop.

May God bless this church and all
those who came and helped. We invite
everyone to come and worship with us.

Reporter,
Elizabeth Crist
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RAVENNA, MICHIGAN

an as we notice that the days and
nights are getting cooler and the days 2
little shorter; the trees are beginning to
exchange their summer green foliage for
the beautiful autumn colors of red, or-
ange, brown, and gold; and the kids are,
some reluctantly—making their way back
to the classrooms. God blessed us with 2
beautiful summer and fall, for which we
are grateful.

On July 30 we welcomed a new
member into our local when Dana Brant-
ner, young son of Doug Brantner, was bap-
tized by his grandfather, Elder Gale
Brantner, and confirmed by Elders Brant-
ner and Aaron Heath. Following the bap-
tism at Crockery Lake, the hand of
fellowship was extended to our new
brother and our Sunday service was held
at the lake, cut short by the rain which sent
us scurrying for shelter. We askan interest
in your prayers for this young brother and
his family as he begins his new life as 2
member of the body of Christ.

We enjoyed having Brother Charles
and Sister Jeanne Brantner join us on Au-
gust 27 during one of their visits 10 Michi-
gan. Of course, Brother Charles was
pressed into service as preacher of the
hour.

On Saturday, September 23, several
of our local met with the folks at Bradley
for the annual pig roastand potluck hosted
by Adam and Sue Porter. Bad weather
caused the moving of the pig roast to the
church at Bradley from the park at Mid-
dleville, where it was originally scheduled.
In spite of the weather, there was a good
turnout with lots of good food and fellow-
ship.

"'l"‘here’s 4 hint of fall in the air in Michi-
g

September was the annual business
meeting, with Elder Aaron Heath being
retained as pastor for another year and the

rest of the officers being reelected for an-
other year also.

We would like to extend belated con-
gratulations and best wishes to Brother
Michael Horn, son of Sister Annette Bazi-
naw, and Sister Amber Oudsema, daughter
of Sister Cherye and Kurt Oudsema, on
their recent graduation from high school.
May God’s blessings continue to attend
these two young people as they begin their
college journey this fall.

Qur ministry have been quite active
in the missionary field the past few
months. Elder Max and Sister Vivian
Spencer attended the New York reunion in
July. They also attended and participated
in the Teen Challenge in August and the
Tri-State reunion in September. Brother
Bruce and Sister Deb Haines met with
Elder Andy and Sister Carol Brantner and
held services with the folks in Wisconsin
the weekend of July 23. Elder Aaron Health
and Brother Bruce Haines drove to Wis-
consin to spend the weekend of September
10 with the saints there.

It is the desire of the people of our
local, although small in number to be-
come increasingly active with other locals
and scattered members in spreading the
gospel and ministering to members of the
church wherever and whenever possible.

Until next time, our prayers are for
each and every one of God’s people and for
the continued going forth of His gospel to
all the world. God bless.

Your Sister in Chrisi,
June Haines, Reporter,
Ravenna Local

MOGOLLON, ARIZONA

Greetings brothers and sisters in all
the land. We pray that God is deliv-
ering you daily from the battle that is being
waged all around us. The enemy is moving

his players into position. Spiritual wicked-
ness is the rule. The day of fierce battle is
yet to be fought. Daily we must puton the
whole armour of God to stand. You are the
bride of Christ, build your relationship.
Honor and cherish the Lord Jesus Christ,
who is our Savior.

Again He has looked over a summer
of activities. We just finished Camp for All
Ages in Heber. It was kind of a small
gathering this year, missing some of the
young people because of work schedules,
others traveling in the ministry, none of
our native friends attended this year, but
God gave us beautiful weather and won-
derful fellowship. We were truly blessed
when Joel Yates didn’t break his back or
anything else when climbing rocks and the
rock gave way, and that Robert Grimm was
not crushed under him, but somehow was
gotten out of the way.

Joel and Jenny ministered to us in
Payson; we miss Jim and Kim who are
traveling and visiting other members. May
the Lord bless their way.

Bob and Liz Willig lost their mother
to brain tumors. She died peacefully at
Bob's home on August 27. Alice had re-
cently been attending the Church of Christ
and reading her Book of Mormon. She
had a very sweet spirit, she didn’t suffer, so
this was a blessing, Our God has a great
plan; mourning will turn into joy when we
see His promises fulfilled in the resurrec-
tion.

So 1 finish with a prayer in my heart
for us all, that we finish the race that is set
before us as the devil is trying to destroy
our lives and those around us, oh yes! He
thinks he has us in check, but the Lord is
not idle. He is working, building up His
ranks and will finish the plan with a victo-
rious “Checkmate.” Hold fast brothers
and sisters, Hope is about to appear.

Love in Christ,
Kathy Cloyd
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CannouncEmEnTs —
PHOENIX REUNION

“Q Zion, that bringest
good tidings, get thee up
into the high mountain: O
Jerusalem, that bringest
good tidings, lift up thy
voice with strength; lift it
up, be not afraid; say unto
the cities of Judah, Behold
your God!

“He shall feed his flock
like a shepherd: he shall
gather the lambs with his
arm, and carry them in his
bosom, and shall gently

lead those that are with
young” Isaiah 40:9, 11.

The Phoenix Local
wishes to invite all fo come
and join us in worshipping
our Lord on Friday, No-
vember 24th through Sun-
day, November 26th, for

our annual reunion.

Please contact the fol-
lowing people to help you
make preparations for
your visit with us:

Gordon McCann,
Pastor

18808 N. 30th St.

Phoenix, AZ 85050

(602) 569-2341

Bob Hedrick
2908 E. Rockwood
Phoenix, AZ 85050
(602) 494-966]1

Glenn Orsted
1327 E. Wescott Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85024
(623) 780-8764

e invite you to our reunion to cele-
brate our 50th Anniversary of the
founding of the Church in Mexico.
This event will be held in the city of
Merida, on the 25th of Febmary, 2001,

YUCATAN REUNION

Placido Koyoc Matu
calle 24 #99 Hx 17y 19
Yobain Yucatan Mexico
Phone: 50-14-42

e-mail: p matu@hotmail.com

beginning at 9:00 a.m. There will be
preaching services and a specscl music
program.

Please let us know if you are com-
ing. For more information contact:

We're looking forward fo seeing
you. Please come and worship with us
| on this special day.
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion’s Advocate by sending us your new
address immediately. Each undeliverable Zion's Advocate costs the
church more than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to
regular postage.

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 2001 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the
Church of Christ will commence Sunday, April 1. The business
sessions will start at 9:00 A.M. Monday, April 2. A Solemn Assembly
will be held prior to the conference, on March 30 & 31. All services
will be held on the Temple Lot.

The 2001 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the
Church of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
August’6, 7 and 8, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Each'
Members {optional) .. .. ... ... $4.00
Non-Members .. . ... ... 4.00
FOrBIGN. ..o 4.50

Babylon's Fallandthe Way of Escape ... ... .. ... ... ... ... 1.85

Book of Commandments (hardbound) ... 8.00

Book of Commandments (plasticbound) . .. ... .......................500

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed. ... ............ ... ... .. .. 4.00

Book of Mormon {1908 Authorized Edition—Leathery ... ... ... ... .. .. 20.00

Book of Mormon (1890 independence Edition—Cioth) ... ... ... .. 18.00

Book o1 Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—Leather} ........... ... . .. 24.00

Book of Mormon {1990 Independence Edatxo%Massnonary; e 7.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound). . . 1200

Book of Mormon Companion, A {softbound) . ... ... .. [ 5.00
Rook of Mormon Concordance. . . P 8.00
Changing of the Revelations. ... ... ... .. ..
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations o . 180

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor ... ... . 4.50
Outline History of the Church of Christ. e 9.65
Yemple LotDeed. .. ... ... ... ... 30

What the Restoration Teaches Conceming God . . . k . ' 2.50
Zion's Hymna .
TCost of mamng w:!/ be added

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH

PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE*
Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830
Apostasy from the New Testament Church
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy
Book of Mormon, The (tract)
Brief Commentary: Book of Commandments & Doctrine and Covenants
Brief History of the Church of Christ, A
Christian Sabbath is the Lord's Day, The
Cor.sining Marriage and Polygamy
Cost of Salvation, The
Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
Evidences of the Book of Mormon
First Presidency or First Aposties?
God's Purpose in America
Great Plan of Redemption, The
is Marriage for Time and Etemity?—A Faliacy
i ast Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem, The
Latter Day Apostasy
Latter Day Restoration, The
Listen; Hearken o Jesus Christ
Priesthood—Divine Authority
Principles of the Gospel—Baptisrm
Principles of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel—Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement
Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus
Significant Corrections in the Book of Mormon
Synopsis, A {Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon
Why? {Amplifies absence of a “First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord

*Note: Donations will be accepted 1o cover postage & printing cosls.
(Multiple copies available: 6-30¢/100-83.85 plus postage)

Chureh of Christ

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS NONPROFIT ORG.
TEMPLE LOT U.S. POSTAGE
200 S. RIVER BLVD. PAID

P. 0. BOX 472 INDEP., MO

INDEPENDENCE, MO 84051-0472
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PERMIT NO. 259

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS
The following materials are available on loan to members of the
Church of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology
Commitiee:

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the
make of your projector Slide projectors and tape players are not
provided except in the independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona,
areas.

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shippmg and for
your own preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee,
Church of Christ, PO. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051-
0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward
American Indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and
1830.

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)—Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot.

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Compiete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New
Testament and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron
Temple, 5621 Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64136. Specify
which set is desired and the estimated length of time you expect to
use il.

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassetie tape write o Ron Temple, 5621 Logan
Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64136.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for Sunday School materials to Debbie Vogel, 403
West Colonel Drive, Independence, Missouri 64050. All materials
are free of charge to members of the Church of Christ, except as
noted. Donations will be accepled to cover postage.
Bible Stories to Grow By—57 Lessons about God and Jesus for ages 57
Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormen
Church History for Juniors—Includes a Teacher’s Guide
Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10
Who Am {?7—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 to

individuals.
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