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Be Strong in the Lord

here it was, in a shop, and being offered at a discount—a huge jade

plant, quite the largest I had ever seen. But why was it just a wreck

of a plant? Its broken branches were tied in an ungainly fashion in

an attempt to support them. No jade plant of previous acquaintance

had this tender, fragile look. True, the oval leaves are succulent and
crisp, but as they grow older they are somewhat tough and woody by nature in
their branches. [ felt strangely grieved at the plight of this giant, broken plant.
The jade must reach “ripe, old age” before it blooms. Would this one ever gain
that achievement?

Months later I read concerning the jade that it should never be fed during
the winter months. Immediately that huge, broken plant in its tender
vulnerability came to mind. —So that was it! Even members of the plant world
are weakened by overindulgence!

Did vou “come up the hard way?” Go to the “school of hard knocks?”
Suffer persecution? Have a tough time? ... “Blessed are ye!” Be grateful!
Thank God for the strong fiber of your being. ...And may your blooming time
be wendrously fragrant and a delight to the beholder.

—Irene Y. Maley
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" PART 3 IN A SERIES OF 7

By Apostle Don Mcindoo

Venerable book, blessed and full
Of profound and inspired
philosophy
Thou hast come to unite in joy
The houses of Joseph and Judah.
—Renan Chuc

“TO O UNITE IN JOY THE
HOUSES OF JOSEPH AND
JupaH.” From the time of
the death of King Solomon
there would be neither peace
nor cooperation between the

Part 3

house of Judah and the house
of Joseph. Judah lived to the
south and her capital was Je-
rusalem. dJoseph, in large
part, lived to the north and
her capital was Samaria. Be-
tween the two nations there
existed a strong enmity. But
the Holy Bible predicts this
enmity shall be abolished at a
future time. “The envy also
of Ephraim shall depart,
and the adversaries of
Judah shall be cut off:
Ephraim shall not envy

Judah, and Judah shall
not vex Ephraim.” (Isaiah
11:13)

Within the narrative of
the Book of Mormon we find
a notable instance of the rec-
onciliation of the houses of
Joseph and Judah. It serves
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as a type of that great future
reconciliation to come, as
prophesied by Isaiah. After
the captivity of Jerusalem, a
remnant of Judah under the
leadership of Mulek, a surviv-
ing son of King Zedekiah, was
guided to these American
shores. Arriving with no
written history or scripture
both their language and relig-
ion became corrupted. How
joyful they were when into
their midst came King
Mosiah and his followers, de-
scendants of Joseph. They
were to be one unified people
from that time forward.
What a wonderful thing for
Israel to anticipate.

Again, the history and
traditions of the ancient
Maya lend credence to this
story found in the Book of
Mormon. In the colonial
chronicles of the Maya from
the mountainous areas of
Guatemala (our theoretical
Nephite people of the house
of Joseph) the people to the
north of them (the followers
of Mulek) were “foreigners
who speak our tongue bro-
kenly.”' Other studies show
that the converse of this is
equally true. “...Kaufman
describes a linguistic in-
fluence in the eastern Cen-
tral Depression of Chia-
pas which he believes
came in about 300 B.C. He
describes the influence as

coming from ‘refugees
from Kaminaljuyu
(thought by many to be the
City of Nephi—dem).”” *

Both the geographical setting
and the time coincide with
the beautiful story one reads
in the Book of Mormon.
Critics of the Book of
Mormon object to this story
on the grounds that the Bible
states that all the sons of
King Zedekiah were slain by
the Babylonian army. How-
ever, a closer examination of
this event as recorded in 2
Kings 25:1-7 reveals that
those sons of the king who
were captured and executed
before his eyes belonged to
“the men of war” (verse 4)
who fled Jerusalem in the
night. The custom of these

people was that the children
remained with the women of
the family until they reached
the age of five years when
they “began to learn the
arts and duties of life un-
der the care of their fa-
thers....” ° Jeremiah relates
that the women of Zedekiah
were escaped to Mizpah.
(Jeremiah 41:10)

There is another proph-
ecy in the Bible that speaks of
these two nations. In this
prophecy, the prophet
Ezekiel refers to a “stick.”
We know that in Ezekiel’sday
the Hebrews wrote on scrolls
of paper or leather. This ma-
terial was then fastened at
each end to a stick in order to
roll and unroll it. So we be-
lieve that FEzekiel was
prophesying about two
books, one for the house of
Joseph and the other for the
house of Judah.

“The word of the
Lord came again unto
me, saying, Moreover,
thou son of man, take
thee one stick, and
write upon it, For
Judah, and for the
children of Israel his
companions: then
take another stick,
and write upon it, For
Joseph, the stick of
Ephraim and for all
the house of Israel his
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companions: And join
them one to another
into one stick; and
they shall become one
in thine hand. And
when the children of
thy people shall speak
unto thee, saying, Wilt
thou not shew us what
thou meanest by these?
Say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord God;
Behold, I will take the
stick of Joseph, which
is in the hand of
Ephraim, and the
tribes of Israel his fel-
lows, and will put
them with him, even
with the stick of
Judah, and make
them one stick, and
they shall be one in
mine hand. And the
sticks whereon thou
writest shall be in
thine hand before
their eyes. And say
unto them, Thus saith
the Lord God; Behold,
I will take the chil-
dren of Israel from
among the heathen,
whither they be gone,
and will gather them
on every side, and
bring them into their
own land: And I will
make them one nation
in the land upon the
mountains of Israel;
and one king shall be
king to them all: and

they shall be no more
two nations, neither
shall they be divided
into two kingdoms any
more at all.” (Ezekiel

37:15-22)

In this beautiful proph-
ecy there are three aspects of
the future of Israel that are
very important. In verses 20
through 22 the prophet
speaks of the restoration of
all Israel in the latter days.
The lost sheep of Israel shall
be gathered together once
again by the power of God.
Verses 15 through 19 tell us
that the two major divisions
of Israel, Judah and Joseph,
shall each have a book in
their hands. The book of
Judah is the Holy Bible and
the Book of Joseph is the

Book of Mormon. The two
books shall be one in the hand
of God to complete His work
of the latter day. The third
part of this important proph-
ecy speaks of a king over the
house of Israel. This king
shall be our Lord, Jesus
Christ.

Thanks be to our Lord,
we have in the Book of Mor-
mon another witness of Jesus
Christ which tells of His res-
urrection, His appearance to
His people here in America
and that He lives today and is
at the right hand of the Fa-
ther. This book of Joseph
teaches us that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Only Begotten
Son of God and that He prom-
ised to return to earth and
receive His bride, the church.
This faithful witness of Jesus
Christ teaches us that the
words of the apostles written
in the Holy Bible are true.

“And it came to pass
that I beheld the rem-
nant of the seed of my
brethren, and also the
book of the Lamb of
God, which had pro-
ceeded forth from the
mouth of the Jew, that
it came forth from the
Gentiles, unto the rem-
nant of the seed of my
brethren; And after it
had come forth unito
them, I beheld other
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books which came
forth by the power of
the Lamb, from the
Gentiles unto them,
unto the convincing of
the Gentiles, and the
remnant of the seed of
my brethren, and also
the Jews, who were
scattered upon all the
face of the earth, that
the records of the
prophets and of the
twelve apostles of the
Lamb are true. And
the words of the Lamb
shall be made known
in the records of thy
seed, as well as in the
records of the twelve
apostles of the
Lamb....” (1 Nephi
3:190-191, 195)

How wvaluable is this
added witness to the under-
standing of the divinity of the
Holy Bible? To the ordinary
believer it should become in-
creasingly of greater worth as
liberal Protestant and Catho-
lic clergy adhere to “..the
prevailing judgment of
biblical scholars and
mainstream theological
schools that the gospels of
the New Testament, like
the rest of the Holy Scrip-
tures, are a mixture of his-
torical fact and mytho-
logical truths....” *

Finally, having every rea-
son for confidence in Book of

Mormon prophecies, we can
look forward to the day when
the Lord shall raise up a spe-
cial witness to assist in this

reconciliation of Joseph and
Judah that will make them
one people:

“And there shall
raise up one mighty
among them, who
shall do much good,
both in word and in
deed, being an instru-
ment in the hands of
God, with exceeding
faith. To work mighty
wonders, and do that
thing which is greatin

the sight of God, unto
the bringing to pass
much restoration
unto the house of Is-
rael, and unto the seed
of thy brethren.” (2
Nephi 2:46-47)
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PATHLIGHTS

\Nkﬂkwwgykcross

n the seventh of ]uly, [ left

Merida, Yucatan and flew to
Tegucigalpa, Honduras, arriving
there at 6:00 PM. ina heavy rain
storm. Deplaning took quite a
while, since we waited on the plane
as five or six people walked to the
The
umbrellas were then returned to
the plane and the next group left

terminal using umbrellas.

the plane

The next day [ met Elder Ken
Oar ﬂymg in from Phoenix. We
rented a little Toyota and left for
Danli, and then went on to Zamo-
rano. Late in the afternoon we
joine& Brother }ohn Gill as he
conducted a study class with three
young pcop }oan had to leave
to pldz up peop} for church, so
we finished the class. That eve-
ning we enjoyed a nice prayer and
testimony meeting with a goocuy
number of peo}ﬂe.

Sunday morning saw a good
congregation of members and
nonmembers gathered at John
and Nana's home. There were 21
adults and 45 children and young
pcoplﬁ, present. After a half hour
of ~p1r1iefl singing, a preadnngj

service is held. This is followed lhv
St mdav chool classes.

A{iu lunch (t the chief chef is

4 L. 3,
N D - S | g

PATHLIGHTS

Tommy Gill, who Whips out dishes
new to the paiate and tasty) we left
with a car and a ?:rucle, driven by
Ronnie Gill, full of young people.
Each Sunday Ronnie holds a
Study Class in Danli. There were
at least 16 people present.
Monclay afternoon we walked
with Ronnie, Tommy and Mike
Holmes to Rosario’s home where
a regu]ar study is conducted at 3
PM. After this we walked on up
the road a half mile or so to hold

another study in the home of an

Honduras

elderly coupls of nonmembers.
This time Ronnie asked the old
gendemam Francisco, if he had
any questions about the Scrip-
ture. He took out his copy of the
Book of Mormon and read and
explained to us his good {’eehngs
about several Book of Mormon
scriptures. [ was quite impresse&
with his appreciation and under-
standing of the Book of Mormon.

On Tuesday several of us
drove into the huge city of Teguci-
gaipa to find a sister who is work-
With the
help of a taxi driver, we {inany

ing in a home there.

found the homc, but our sister was
not there at the time. The 1ady of
the house was very frienc”y and
provi&e& me paper to write a note
to Ramona. She was quite im-
pressed that Ramona’s ministers
would go to all that trouble to
come and visit her. We got back
to Zamorano just in time to load
up and go to the town of Chirinas
where John holds a preaching’
service each Tﬁesda}/ evening.
On Wednesday afternoon
Ronnie, Ken and [ walked several
kilometers to the town of Artene-
jas, where he holds another regu-
lar stu&y, Another eﬁjoyable visit
except for the h)g Ini&ge [ had to
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use to cross over the little river.
Ronnie was nice enough to carry
my books so ihey wouldn’t get
wet. With the aid of a 1ong pole,
I 1finaﬂy made it across without
mishap. That evening we enjoyed
the regular ‘Wedneséay evening
Book of Mormon class.

On T}aursday we were invited
to give a Stucly at the afternoon
Women's Meeting. | don’t know
if ’they enjayed it, but it was an
interesting experience for us.
This was followed })y a pleasan't
evening with Ronnie, Joanie,
Tommy and Santos. The good
home-cooked meal Joanie pre-
pared added to the pleasurc,

Fri&ay was a lausy day. Ron-

nie accompaniecl Ken and 1 on

visits to the members” homes in
the community. Ronnie's pres-
ence was reaﬂy apprecia’ce& as |
have a difficult time deciphering
the Honduran dialect.

Hewasa })ig help. We visited
the men woﬂzing on the new
church buﬂ&ing. The walls are up
and they were putting a sidewalk
around the outside of the build-
ng. The roof is not on yet but the
trusses are built and rea(;.y. The
windows and doors have all been
purchase(l and their installation
has been paicl for. That evening
we attended another of Ronnie’s
regular studies on the front porch
of the little grocery store. It was
well attended.

On Satur&ay we continued

to visit with members in their
homes. That evening we enjoycd
another Prayer and Testimony
Sunday morning was
our final visit during this trip. At
the conclusion of the preaching

meeting.

service, Ken and 1 had the privi-
1ege to bless two little })oys, Omni
and Reimond. Omni is the son
of our Brother Leonel who is
known by many of us here in the
States. We will be h)oleing for-
ward to our next trip to Zamorano
and our church {amﬂy there.

Apost]@ [)ona/y E. MC]HCJOO

LETTER TO THE EDITOR v _

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

You may not know me. [ have
been a member of the Restoration
(Church of Christ, Temple Lot), for
90 years. My parents and grandpar-
ents were members of the first
RLDS church in St. Joseph, Mis-
souri. | had often wondered where
the North Country, from which the
tribes of Israel would come, could be.
[saiah 43:5-7 says, "I will hring {hy
seed from the East, and ga‘ther them
from the West, 1 will say to the north,
Give up.” Jeremiah 31:8-10 says,
“Of the remnant of Israel, Behold I
will hring them from the North
country.”

Some time ago I heard a
woman on the television, a Holo~
caust survivor, tell of her experience
Auring the Holocaust. The soldiers
came and first took all of the men
and })oys. Then they came and took

all the women and children. If any-
one was away from home i}}ey dare
not return, for any reason, for they
would be captured. That struck a
familiar chord in my mind. | got out
my bible and turned to Matthew 24
and there it was! He had prophesied
to Israel what was going to happen
to them! This happeueﬁ over 50
years ago and | was asleep. Were
you?

When the Jews were driven out
of Jerusalem, they went north.
When that woman, lsraeL fled into
the wilderness, she scattered her peo-
ple and hid them amongst the na-
tions to the north. Russia, Germany,
Poland, etc. Some years ago | read
a book, Exodus, by Leon Uris. He
told of shiploads of Jews being
brought to Israel. When | realized
Matthew 24 was describing the
Holocaust, [ saw that these old

prophets were addressing@ their
words, not to the world at L;uge, but
to the Hebrews. The Bible is essen-
’tiaﬂy a record, a iiistory of the He-
brews, just as the Nephiie Record is
a record of God's pcople here on this

continent,

Mary L. Oldham

Aiﬁ]fzouglz the seriptures quotecj
may best support other interpreta-
tions, the Holocaust does evoke emo-
tions and z‘zzougéis that should never
be forgoiian,

— Editor
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The Rest of the Testimony

111 pathhghts, November 1999,

we carried an article about a
roM)ery in Cancun, Mexico. Don
Meclndoo and Frank Fann lost
everything %hey had taken with
them on a missionary trip. Ac-
cording to Don they lost, “All the
things that an American tourist
in a {oreign country has with
thcm--passports, airplane tick-
ets, money, cameras, cloclzs,
ﬂashhghtg, medications, etc.”

After ’chis, Don continued
his assignment and preached a
sermon in Cancun. They then
filed a report with the pwlicc, and
drove to Yobain where another
sermon was delivered. At the end
of the service the local ministry
made an announcement of what
had happcned and took up a col-
lection of $123.00. Don said it
was a staggering amount of
money for these poor people to
raise.” And “the love and concern
of our brethren will always be in-
deli}ﬂy prinic& in our memories.”

The next day Frank Fann
broke his glaSSes, and since his
spare pair had been stolen in the
robbcry he had to have them re-
paircd. Because of the type of
glasses he wears it wasn’t easy to
find someone to repair them, but
the Lord was on the jwb and when
it was done it just cost them

$3.00.

PATHLIGHTS

Monc{ay morning thcy went
to Merida to replace their pass-
ports; Frank had a Qight back to
the United States on Wednesday.
He was told that it would take two
weeks and the clerk wouldnt
})udge on the date. They asked to
see his supervisor and the deparb
ment head talked to them about
things that seemed insigniﬁcant,
then turned to the clerk and sai(l,
“Mr. Fann’s passport will be ready
tomorrow at 3:30.” If you have
ever had any &ealings with govern-
ment officials you will realize what
a miracle that was.

They timed their arrival for

3:30 the next rlay and a few blocks
from the consulate a traffic po]ice—
man stopped them. Don told the
officer that Frank was due at the
consulate and Frank began to
walk. When he got there his heart
sank. He saw a line ahead of him:
down the steps, down the block
and around the corner. There was
no way they could get in before
c}osing time. Then a man in uni-
form saw him and motioned for
him to come forward. When he
reached the guard he was ad-
dressed as Mr.

righ{' in, and his passport was wait-

Fann and gsent

ing.

Another testimony that
Frank bore when he preachcd this
as a sermon was that the money
collected and given 13y brothers
and sisters in Yo})ain, Yucatan,
was like the children of Israel
gathering manna in the wilder-
ness. Those who gathered much
had no surplus, and those who
gaihered little had no lack. The
overall testimony that [ see in this
is that when the Lord sends His
servants on a mission they can be
hindered but not prevente& when

in His service.

[im Gordon
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OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE

Our Moral Heritage

or more than three centuries, moral values have been

the life-support system of this country. The men and

women who planted their stand on these shores in the
year 1607 vowed to build here a nation founded on virtue
and moral integrity. And during all those years their prom-
ises and plan held true. The American people brought forth
on this continent a nation dedicated to liberty and justice.
The founders were committed to strong moral principles
based on individual liberty and personal responsibility.

—James Kennedy

ur ancestors established their system of gov-

ernment on morality and religious sentiment.

Moral habits, they believed, cannot safely be

trusted on any other foundation than religious prin-

ciple, nor any government be secure which is not

supported by moral habits. Whatever makes men
good Christians, makes them good citizens.

—Daniel Webster, at the bicentennial celebration

of the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock,

December 22, 1820

It must have been

aul Harvey: For the life of me, |

can't understand what could

have gone wrong in Littleton,
Colorado. If only the parents had kept
their children away from the guns, we
wouldn't have had such a tragedy.
Yeah, it must have been the guns.

It couldn’t have been because of half
our children being raised in broken
homes. It couldn’t have been because
our children get to spend an average
of 30 seconds in meaningful conversa-
tion with their parents each day. After
all, we give our children quality time.

It couldn’t have been because we
treat our children as pets and our pets
as children.

It couldn’t have been because we
place our children in day care centers
where they learn their socialization
skills among their peers under the law
of the jungle while employees who have
no vested interest in the children look
on and make sure that no blood is
spilled.

It couldn’t have been because we
allow our children to watch, on aver-
age, seven hours of television a day
filled with the glorification of sex and
violence that isn't fit for adult con-
sumption.

It couldn’t have been because we
allow (or even encourage) our children
to enter into virtual worlds in which, to
win the game, one must kill as many
opponents as possible in the most sa-
distic way possible.

It couldn’t have been because we
have sterilized and contracepted our
families down to sizes so small that the
children we do have are so spoiled with
material things that they come to
equate the receiving of the material
with love.

it couldn’t have been because our
children, who historically have been
seen as a blessing from God, are now
being viewed as either a mistake cre-
ated when contraception fails or incon-
veniences that parents try to raise in

their spare time.

It couldn’t have been because we
give two-year prison sentences to teen-
agers who kill their newborns.

It couldn’t have been because our
school systems teach the children that
they are nothing but glorified apes who
have evolutionized out of some primor-
dial soup of mud.

It couldn’t have been because we
teach our children that there are no
laws of morality that transcend us,
that everything is relative and that
actions don't have consequences.

What the heck, the President gets
away with it.

Nah, it must have been the guns.

—from lan Smith’s The Individualist,
August 15, 2000
Contributed by Amy Schrader
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New York Reunion Report

Here is a brief summary of our
New York Reunion held at the
Akwesasne Local, July 7-9,
2000.

FRIDAY, JULY 7, 7:00 PM

he first service started with prayer

and song. It was wonderful to hear
so many voices. Brother Keith Hoare
was the speaker for the evening. He
asked some interesting, thought pro-
voking questions: If Jesus were to knock
on your door today and ask to stay a
week, what would you do? Would you
welcome Him in at once, or would you
have to run in the house and clean it
up? Would you have to change what you

normally do? Would you feel guilty
about your life? Then Keith reminded
us that Jesus is beside us everyday and
He sees and hears everything. Keith
reminded us also that God is an un-
changing God; that we are to submit
ourselves unto the Lord. In closing,
Keith told us that we all have a job to
do—to tell of the hope that we have
within us.

Among the scriptures that Keith
shared were John 14:1-4; John 14:21;
Matt. 19:17-19; 1 James 1:13-17; 1
James 4:7-8, Rom. 12:1-2; Heb. 13:5;
Rev. 20:12 and Titus 2:11-13.

After the service, we enjoyed fellow-
ship and snacks.

SATURDAY, JULY 8, 9:00 AM
The leader of our prayer service was

Brother Max Spencer. He opened
the service by reminding us that we
should pray always. Max reminded us
that just as we correct our children one
minute and love them dearly the next,
so it is with our Lord. Many prayers and
testimonies were offered. Again, we en-
joyed the sound of many voices offering
songs of praise and joy to our Lord.

Some of the scriptures that Max used
were Mos. 1:119-120; 2 Nephi 14:1-12;
Mos. 2:13-17 and 1 Nephi 7:33-35.

Following the prayer service, we en-
joyed more fellowship during lunch at
the church.
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2:00 PM: We had a song service with
many specials. [t was wonderful to see
so many young people offer their favor-
ite songs and specials.

3:00 PM: The speaker of the hour was
Evangelist Hubert Yates. Hubert ad-
vised us to be a witness unto the Lord;
to apply the gospel to our lives. As we
can see in the Scriptures, Jesus verified
that He was serving His Father in
heaven. We should strive to do the
same. Hubert used a 5 foot long stick
and a feather to demonstrate how the
Pilgrims paid someone to keep their
congregation awake during services, so
they would not miss any part of the
message that was delivered to them,
Hubert also reminded us that we are to
endure to the end; to be awake and to
be prepared; to work to be alive in the
gospel and bear witness of the Lord.
Among the scriptures offered during
Hubert’s sermon were Eph. 4:11-24;

Psalms 51:10; Rev. 3:14-20; 2
6:41-44; Heb. 5:8-9; James
Mrni. 7:9.

After this service, we enjoyed fellow-
ship and dinner. This was followed by
a song service at 6:30 PM, in which
more specials were offered.

Nephi
4:4-8;

7:00 PM: Apostle Mike McGhee was the
speaker for the evening service. He re-
counted some highlights of the pre-
vious speakers. He reminded us thatin
the race of life, we have people inter-
ested in our success and our failures
and that this holds true for our spiritual
lives as well. We are to follow Jesus.
Mike also stated that to know Christ, to
love Him, is to keep His command-
menis. In the ebb and flow of life, the
Lord corrects us. Good and bad happen
in our lives, but Christ is ever present to
help us through. Mike reminded us
that we are to look to the instructions
for life that we have been given; that

Christ will be with us each step of the
way; that we are to know Jesus as a
friend and claim Him every step of the
way.

Ameong the scriptures that Mike pro-
vided us with were 1 John 2:1-5;
Heb.12:1-6; Prov. 6:20; Enos 1:1-11;
Alma 17:11-20; 2 Nephi 1:115-120; 2
Nephi 13:12-16; Gen. 3:16-19.

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 9:00 AM
A sacrament service was held. This

was followed by prayer and testi-
mony. Again we heard many wonderful
prayers, testimonies and songs.

This was followed by 2 cook-out
funch and fellowship.

Dinner and a study session were held
at 6:00 Sunday evening for all those who
could attend.

Terry Waldruff

" A POINT TO PONDER

qooa ﬁoz (\L/wug/lt

he following is food for
Lhought.

If you woke up this morning with
more health than illness, you are
more blessed than the million who
will not survive this week.

If you have never experienced
the danger of battle, the loneliness
of imprisonment, the agony of tor-
ture or the pangs of starvation, you
are ahead of 500 million people in
the world.

If you have food in the refrigera-
tor, clothes on your back, a roof
overhead and a place to sleep, you

are richer than 75% of this world.
If you have money in the bank,
in your wallet and spare change in
a dish someplace, you are among
the top 8% of the world's wealthy
If your parents are still alive and
still married, you are very
rare—even in the United States!
If you hold up your head with a
smile on your face and are truly
thankiul, you are blessed because
the majority can, but most do not.
If you own just one Bible, yvou are
abundantly blessed. One third of
all the world does not have access

to even one.

If you can attend a church meet-
ing without fear of harassment,
arrest,
more blessed than three

torture or death, you are
hillion
people in the world.

If you can read this message, you
are more blessed than over 2 bil-
lion people in the world that cannot
read at all.

Contributed by Roland Sarratt
—Posted on the CCEG

e
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PHOENIX, ARIZONA

Greetings from your brothers and
sisters in Phoenix!

On April 22nd, we held a Baby
Shower for Samantha Nicole, daughter of
John and Debra Yates. The next day we
enjoyed a beautiful Easter program. Our
young People’s groups met twice during
the month. The Junior Young People got
together for some fun in the pool and the
Senior group met for a study conducted
by Elder Andy Brown. That will be it for
organized Young People’s activities until
fall. The kids are more than busy with
church camps and Reunions. On April
28th, Apostle Jay Moser and Elder Andy
Brown headed out for a ten day trip to
Yucatan. We wrapped up the month’s
activities with a pig roast luau on April
29th. The pig joined us for dinner, his
head that is, as the centerpiece on our
Hawaiian table.  After dinner we were
blessed with a show put on by some
Polynesian dancers from another branch
of the Restoration.

On May 10th the Sisters in Service
made a delicious Mexican dinner to
raise money for playground equipment.
The event brought in $600. We began
our Vacation Church School early this
year, in the end of May. We had visitors
from Northern Arizona and even Mis-
souri.

May was a busy month for mission-
ary activity. Apostles Jay Moser and Joel
Yates made a trip to Oregon. They met
with a brother from Yucatan who is living
and working there. Although not mem-
bers, his roommates stuck around to
watch a slide show presentation. One
young man who was also from Yucatan
recognized  his Aunt on one of the
slides. Brother Moser and Brother Yates

also visited the other members in the
Oregon area. May was an active month
for the Northeast as well. Elders Hube
and Jim Yates ministered in New York and
Ontario, Ohio and Pennsylvania. Elder
Ken Oar traveled to New York and Ontario
shortly after their visit. From there he
traveled to Michigan to help with a Re-
gional Youth Activity. About 24 kids
showed up and had a great time! Brother
Oar also visited brothers and sisters in
Ohio and Pennsylvania.

In the first part of June, Apostles
Brian Mcindoo and Smith Brickhouse
returned from their trip to Kenya with
joyous news. We have 26 new brothers
and sisters! Brother McIndoo showed us
a slide show of his trip. What a joy to hear
the voices and see the faces of our new
brothers and sisters! We are very grateful
to be part of this great work. Later in
June, Elder Ken Oar and his son Matt
joined Elder Gale Brantner for ten days
work in Whittier, North Carolina on the
Cherokee and Catawba Indian Reserva-
tions. June is the month we honor our
fathers with a special program. We
shared lots of funny or touching memo-
ries about our dads. Some of the dads
weren’t around to hear their tributes be-
cause their work for the Lord had taken
them far from home. It makes us ap-
preciate our fathers and husbands and
thankful for the time that they are here
with us. After a brief stopover at home,
Apostle Brian McIndoo and wife Becky
headed out to visit our brothers and sis-
ters in the Northwest. In late June, Elder
Andy Brown and his family also took a
trip through the Northwest to visit with
church family,

In the first week of July, the Mcln-

doos and Browns were joined in Alaska
by Priest Duane Ely for services there.
Back in Phoenix we celebrated our Na-
tion’s Independence with music and a
story about God’s hand in the events that
established a free nation under God. E-
Iders Hube and Jim Yates were home
briefly and left for another missionary
trip during July ~ They ministered in
Hogansburg and Rome, New York as well
as Pennsylvania, Ohio and Ontario. Sis-
ter Wanda Yates traveled to meet her hus-
band Jim to attend the New York
Reunion. Brian and Becky Mclndoo re-
turned to Phoenix just long enough to
pack up and head for the Idaho Reunion.
Around the same time Apostle Joel Yates
and his family made the missionary
jaunt through the Northwest, stoppingin
Idaho to attend the Reunion. Priest Jim
Yates Jr. and family also included the
Idaho Reunion as part of a missionary
trip they are taking throughout the North-
west,

Priest Bill Malone and wife Karin
are on an extended missionary trip
throughout the country.

They attended the Idaho Reunion
with some of our other Phoenix families.

Priest Jim Yates Jr, Elder Andy
Brown and Apostle Jay Moser continue to
hold services in Show Low and Payson,
Arizona. When able, their families travel
with them. Elder Ken Oar and family
continue to do Sunday School lessons
with the Sloan family in Mesa.

Apostle Jay Moser traveled to Mex-
ico to labor for several weeks during July.
Around the same time Apostle Don
McIndoo traveled to Honduras to support
the work there. He was joined by Brother
Ken Oar for ten days. Brother McIndoo
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continued on to Yucatan while Brother
Oar returned to Phoenix. He brought
back the good news that construction on
a church building has begun.

To keep track of our missionaries
and pastors we have an official mission-
ary map on the wall. Each minister has
his own tiny photo magnet that moves
around the map with him or shows him
working in the local. We also have a small
display of flags from all the countries
where the Church of Christ is laboring:
Canada, Mexico, Honduras and Kenya.
We look forward with great anticipation
to the addition of new flags.

One minister who has had to stick
pretty close to home these days is Priest

Glen Orsted.  On June 30th his wife Beth
went into early labor with their triplets.
One of the triplets, little Andrea Roberta
was allowed to remain here with us for
less than an hour. During times of trial,
the Lord often comforts and encourages
us with song. At this difficult time, we
remember the words from the song that
promises we will, “share our mutual
woes”.  We also rejoice with Glen and
Beth that they have a joyful reunion to
look forward to.  The other babies,
Audra and David are doing well and im-
proving every day. Beth and Glen have
been a testimony to us and to all those
they come in contact with, of the power
of God’s peace.

On July 19th, those who were able,
joined Margaret, our sister from Kenya,
in fasting and prayer for the work there.

In closing, here’s a sermon quote
from Brother Orsted:  Give conscious
thought, am 1 seeing this situation
through the new eyes, the eyes of Christ,
or the natural eyes, the old man?

Until next time may God bless and
use you all.

Marlene Car

BRADLEY, MICHIGAN

Greetings from Bradley, Michigan
Local.

The Lord has blessed our local in
many ways these past few months. In
June, we celebrated with Kallie jones,
Kevin Lee and Matthew Lee as they gradu-
ated from high school. All three plan on
furthering their education this fall. Fol-
lowing Open Houses for each of these
special graduates, we hosted the Michi-
gan Reunion once again. We were
blessed with enriching sermons, song
services, 4 picnic at Gun Lake and warm
fellowship. We truly enjoyed the slides
and testimonies from Kenya, Africa, that
Buzz Brickhouse shared with us.

On July 15th, Kallie Lea Jones mar-
ried Stephen Lynn Maag I1. Elder Aaron
Heath performed the ceremony. Mary
Sue Lee played the organ as Elder LaV-
erne Lussenden sang “Wedding Song

(There is Love).” The ceremony was
beautiful with periwinkle and light blue
colors. Following the ceremony, we all
enjoyed a wonderful reception. Kallie
and Stephen will reside in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

In August, serveral of our young
people attended Teen Challenge Camp;
Tina Lee, Jared Lee, Heidi Porter, Emily
Porter, Tony Jones (CIT), Jennifer Provost
from Flint, and Jenna Jones, a friend
from Middleville.

Several of these teens became in-
terested in camp following a youth re-
treat that was held in May near Flint.

On Monday, July 24th, David Ha-
vens passed on. He will be missed by all
of us. He was such a positive and ener-
getic young man, (age 25.) He liked
helping others where he could.

On August 13th, Lana Lee Clair-

mont entered the waters of baptism. E-
lder Adam Porter performed the baptism
and laying on of hands, assisted by Elder
LaVerne Lussenden. Many wre there to
extend their hand of fellowship and en-
couragement. Brother Ron and Sister
Darl Temple were up visiting relatives in
the area and attended services with us.
Brother Ron preached a very good ser-
mon on latter day signs and wonders.
The 5th annual pig roast is being
planned for September 23rd, in Mid-
dleville, Michigan. All are welcome!

May God Bless you all,
Sue Porter
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PANNDUNGEMENTS oo

PHOENIX REUNION

“Q Zion, that bringest good tid-
ings, get thee up into the high moun-
tain: O Jerusalem, that bringest
good tidings, lift up thy voice with
strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say
unto the cities of Judah, Behold your
God!

“He shall feed his flock like a
shepherd: he shall gather the lambs
with his arm, and carry them in his

bosom, and shall gently lead those
that are with young” Isaiah 40:9, 11.

The Phoenix Local wishes fo in-
vite all to come and join us in wor-
shipping our Lord on Friday,
November 24th through Sunday,
November 26th, for our annual re-
union,

Please contact the following
people to help you make prepara-
tions for your visit with us:

Gordon McCann, Pastor
18808 N. 30th St
Phoenix, AZ 85050

(602) 569-2341

Bob Hedrick
2908 E. Rockwood
Phoenix, AZ 85050
(602) 494-9661

Glenn Orsted
1327 E. Wescott Dr.
Phoenix, AZ 85024
(623) 780-8764

Mexico.

e invite you o our reunion to celebrate our 50th
Anniversary of the founding of the Church in

YUCATAN REUNION

Placido Koyoc Matu
calle 24 #99 Hx 17y 19
Yobain Yucatan Mexico

Phone: 50-14-42

e-mail: p_maiu@hotmail.com

This event will be held in the city of Merida, on
the 25th of February, 2001, beginning at 9:00 a.m.
There will be preaching services and a special music

program.

information contact:

Please let us know if you are coming. For more

We're looking forward fo seeing you.
come and worship with us on this special day.

Please

OVERCOMER’S CONVENTION

m October 21st & 22nd,
Saturday and Sunday

g Pineville, Missouri Local

m Classes start at 9:00 a.m.
Saturday and end Sunday
noon after dinner.

® Meals will be provided
Saturday noon and evening,
Sunday breakfast (conti-
nental) and lunch.
Donations will be
appreciated.

f you have overcome something,
know how you did it, and can teach
others how you did it, you will be
given time to instruct and teach.
Call ahead! There will be classes on
overcoming, classes on the human
nature and how it works, how fo use
the teachings of Jesus to overcome
evil thinking, how to become a ser-
vant to others, how to change your
heart, and much more.

If you need help with transpar-
ency films for your presentation call
ahead and we will try to work some-
thing out. There will be a 50-watt
amplifier so all can hear, and we will
iry to make tapes of everything.

We have room for campers and
tents, a house for the boys, and o
house for the girls. Bring your own
bedding. If it rains we'll have it in
the garoge.

RSVP (Let us know if you are
coming.)

E-mail: hitdo@olemac.net,
or call (417) 233-4949.

Love o all,
Don and Barbara Hitt.

e oy
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion’s Advocate by sending us your new
address immediately. Each undeliverable Zion's Advocate costs the
church more than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to
regular postage.

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 2000 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the
Church of Christ will commence Sunday, April 2. The business
sessions will start at 9:00 A.M. Monday, April 3. A Solemn Assembly
will be held prior to the conference, on March 31 & April 1. All
services will be held on the Temple Lot

The 2000 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the
Church of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
August 7, 8 and 9, at independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
Send all orders to the Church of Christ, PO. Box 472,
independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Each’
Members (optional) .. ... . ... $4.00
Non-Members ... ... 4.00
Foreign. ... ... .. ..... e 4.50

Babylon's Fall and the Way of Escape PRI 1.85

Book of Commandments (hard bound) ... .. 9.00

Book of Commandments {plastic bound} . . .. . . F ... 500

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed. . .. .. ......... ... ... .. .. 400

Book of Mormon (1908 Authorized Edition—Leather) . 20.00

Book of Mormon (1880 independence Edition—Clothy ... ... ... 18,00

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition-—Leather) . .. . 24.00

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—Missionary) . 7.00

Book of Mormen Companion, A (hardbound). ... 12.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A {(softbound) ... 5.00

Book of Mormon Concordance B 8.00

Changing of the Revelations. . B R B0

Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations 1.60

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor | 4.50

Qutline History of the Churchof Christ. .. ... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... .. 9.685

Temple LotDeed. .. ... ... ... .. .. ... ... . .30

What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God . ... .. ... ... .. ... .. 2.50

Zion's Hymnal. .. .. ... ... . PN 12.00

"Cost of maifing will be added‘b S

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH

PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE™*
Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830
Apostasy from the New Testament Church
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy
Book of Mormon, The (fract)
Brief Commentary: Book of Commandments & Doctrine and Covenants
Brief History of the Church of Christ, A
Christian Sabbath is the Lord’s Day, The
Conceming Marriage and Polygamy
Cost of Salvation, The
Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
Evidences of the Book of Mormon
First Presidency or First Apostles?
God’s Purpose in America
Great Plan of Redemption, The
Is Marriage for Time and Eternity?—A Fallacy
Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem, The
Latter Day Apostasy
Latter Day Restoration, The
Listen; Hearken to Jesus Christ
Priesthood—Divine Authority
Principles of the Gospel—Baptism
Principles of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel—Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement
Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus
Significant Corrections in the Book of Mormon
Synopsis, A {(Compares beliefs of 3 Resloration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon
Why? (Amplifies absence of a “First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord

*Note: Donations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs.
(Mudtiple copies available: 6-50¢/100-35.85 plus postage)

Chureh of Christ

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS NONPROFIT ORG.
TEMPLE LOT .S POSTAGE
200 8. RIVER BLVD. PAID
P.O.BOX 472 INDEP. MO

INDEPENDENCE, MO 64051-0472
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PERMIT NG. 259

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS
The following materials are available on loan to members of the
Church of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology
Committee:

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the
make of your projector Slide projectors and tape players are not
provided except in the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona,
areas.

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for
your own preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee,
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472, independence, Missouri 684051-
0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward
American Indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and
1830.

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)—Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the
“tand of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot.

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New
Testament and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron
Temple, 5621 Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64136, Specify
which set is desired and the estimated length of time you expect to
use it.

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassette tape write to Ron Temple, 5621 Logan
Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64136.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for Sunday School materials to Debbie Vogel, 403
West Colonel Drive, Independence, Missouri 64050, All materials
are free of charge to members of the Church of Christ, except as
noted. Donations will be accepted to cover postage.
Bible Stories to Grow By—52 Lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7
Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormon
Church History for Juniors—Inciudes a Teacher’'s Guide
Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10
Who Am [7—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 to

individuals.
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