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“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day,
Jor they shall have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost....”
1 Nephi 3:187

VOLUME 77 INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI—FEBRUARY 2000 NUMBER 2

%%&% R GR G LRLR R AR GR AR G BR ENGXG X,

5 CMlany water cannot  querch  love,

%’)
#
§
2 5
& nather can the flood) deowrn i é@
‘ g
& i a man would give all the %
S wdbstance of fbr fowe Jor love, &
o | ¢
Y A woudd wlledy Ve corlemnned. i

A N
r¢ £ (j) 59
& Song of Solomon S8-7 22
A “ \‘n
: 3
& ’u g v ST YIVL RIVL R Y WS WIS Y )’P
AN L) . , .
(/IS S S S SN N NI B BRS84S 8 AN
~ On Chis Dssue~
ARTICLE—Zion the Beautiful - Elder Arthur G. Smith . 19 Spiritually? - fim Gordon . . . . o oooi L 24
ARTICLE—What About the Necessity of Seminary? - ARTICLE—Fearfully & Wonderfully - Harvey E. Seibel . 28
Apostle Brian E-Melndoo . ov v v oL 20 OBITUARY—DNellie Ann Raleigh . .. . ... ... 31
ARTICLE—The Great Depression: To Cure America




ZION'S ADVOCATE is the official publication of the Church
of Christ, with headquarters on the Temple Lot, 200 S. River
Bivd., P.O. Box 472, independence, Missouri 864051-0472,
Telephone (816) 833-3995 or (816) 833-3914.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Church of Christ members’ sub-
scriptions are paid from general Church funds, but donations are
requested (suggested: $4.00 each year). In bundles of 12 or

Send subscription requests with appropriate fees; donationsm
Church funds (Temple & Storshouse); consecrations; tithes; and all
other offerings to the Business Manager at Church headquarters as
listed below.

PRIESTHOOD VISITATION: If you or someone you know (mem-
ber or non-member) would like 1o be visited by a member of the
Priesthood of the Church of Chirst, please call or write to the Council

Non-rnember rates: $4.00 per year, foreign orders add 50¢. numbers and addresses are listed below.

\m\ore for missionary purposes the rate is $2.00.

of Aposties at Church Headquarters In Independence. The pho:e/

THE APOSTLES’ MISSIONARY FIELDS

GENERAL CHURCH OFFICERS

Smith N. Brickhouse, 5713 Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64138, B16-356-9214
Frank Fann, 3808 Queen Ridge, Independence, Missouri 684055, 816-373-4346

Placido Koyoc Matu, Merida, Yucatan, Mexico

Mike McGhee, 18907 E. 6th Street N, Independence, Missouri B40566; 816-796-6255
Brian Mcindoo, 18824 N. 30th Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85050, 502-569-1900

Donald E. Mclndoo, 18830 N. 30th Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85050; 602-569-1240
Alvin J. Moser, 18829 N. 29th Place, Phoenix, Arizona 85050 602-569-2414

Roland L. Sarratt, 15910 E. 36th Terrace, Independence, Missouri 84055, 816-373-6600
William A. Sheldon, 1011 S. Cottage, Independence, Missouri 64050, 816-461-8956
Joel Yates, 2924 E. Rockwood Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85050, 602-569-9296

Placido Koyoc Yam, Merida, Yucatan, Mexico

GENERAL CHURCH REPRESENTATIVE IN THE
OFFICE: Apostle William A, Shelden, assisted
ty Evangelist Marvin Case, Elder Leslie Case
and Elder Charles Brantner.

Apostle Frank Fann in charge of North Dakota,
South Daketa, Nebraska and lowa.

Apostle Roland L. Sarratt and Apostie Michael
E. McGhee in joint charge of Missouri. Apestle
Roland L. Sarratt and Apostle Frank Fann in
joint charge of Arkansas, Dklahoma, Texas,
Louisana, Kansas, finois, Indiana and Minnesota.

Apostle Smith N. Brickhouse and Apostie
Michael F. McGhee in joint charge of Wisconsin,
Wichigan, Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, West Vir-
ginia, Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jer-
sey, New York, Ohio, Connecticut, Rhode Island,
Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine,
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, North
Carolina, and South Caroling; the provinces of
Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec, Canada and the
Maritime Provinces.

Apostle Brian E. Mcindoo and Apostle Joel A.
Yates in joint charge of Montana, Washington,
Oregon, idahe, Wyoming, Utah, Colarado, Alaska,
Hawail and western Canada, west of a fine be-
tween Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

Apostle Donald E. Mcindoo and Apostie Alvin J.
Maoser in joint charge of Arizona, California, Ne-
vada and New Mexico.

Apostle Donald E. Mcindes, Apostle Alvin J.
Moser, Apostle Placide Koyoc Yam and Apos-
tle Placids Koyoc Matu in joint charge of Mexico
and Central America. Apostle Placido Koyoc
Yam and Apostie Placido Koyoe Matu to assist
in areas with large Spanish speaking and Native
American populations within the United States.

UNDEVELOPED AREAS: Council of Aposties in
charge.

\qEsTOREy / /)
17
NN\

SECRETARY, COUNCIL OF APOSTLES
Apostle Smith N. Brickhouse
5713 Logan Road
Kansas City, Missouri 54136

SECRETARY, GENERAL BISHOPRIC
Eider Leslie P. Case
8312 Lee's Summit Road
Kansas City, Missouri 84139

GENERAL CHURCH SECRETARY
Elder Robert W. Oldham
5709 Logan Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64136

BUSINESS MANAGER
Elder Alvin L. Harris
Church of Christ
PO Box 472
Independence, Missouri 64051-0472

ZION’S ADVOCATE STAFF

EDITOR
Apostle Michael McGhee
18907 E. 6th Street N.
Independence, Missouri 64056

ASSOCIATE EDITORS
Ron Temple
5621 Logan Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64136

David Rudd

4917 Casey Court

independence, Missouri 640585
FEATURE EDITOR—*Pathlights”

Melissa McGhee

2533 Gien Lane

independence, Missouri 64052

PRODUCTION STAFF
Harvey L. Seibel

WRITTEN MATERIAL REQUESTED

Priesthood articles and sermons, testimonies for Pathlights, sub-
missions to other regular monthly Zion’s Advocate features, and
news ftems of Church-wide interest are requested, and should be
sent to the Editor as listed above. Deadline for material requiring
publication in any certain month is the 10th of the previous month.

Format of submitted material: Please type all submissions (if
possible), on one side of the paper only. Please avoid overuse of

STATUS OF PUBLISHED ARTICLES

Articies published in this paper do not necessarily reflect the teachings
of the Church, nor the opinions of the editorial staff. Declarations and
notices aurthorized by the General Conference reflect the practices and
beliefs of the General Church.

underlining, ALL-CAPS and italics. The most important thing,
though, is to send the material—the staff can arrange for typing or
otherwise preparing anything you send.

Word Processors/Computers: We can utilize text files on IBM or
compatible computer floppy disk of any size or format and nearly
any word processor. If you have this capabilility, it is a big help to
OUr process.

ZION'S ADVOCATE IS...
To promote Jesus Christ as our only Saviour;
To promote His Teachings & His Church, the Church of Christ:
To be a voice of warning to His people; to be Zion’s advocate.




Zion'’s Advocate

_ ARTICLE

Elder Arthur G. Smith

l here is no subject that has attracted

more thought and words among us
of the Church of Christ than the
mention of Zion. It is not clearly described
or identified; it remains one of the sweetest
mysteries that only fulfillment of the
prophesies from God in due time will give
us an understanding of.

To most of us it is a spiritual state
or condition that is related to the right-
eous, the pure in heart, who have been
victorious over sin and are worthy to en-
ter into the presence of our Father in
heaven.

In the words of Jesus to his disci-
ples we read, “Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God” Matthew
5:8. In other scriptures we learn that no
one who is evil or wicked can ever be in
the presence of God; only the righteous
are the ones who can be so blessed. If we
can become a righteous people it is only
then that we can be assured a part in the
Zion of the end time.

We have in our hands the written
word of scripture that holds the key to the
time when we can expect Zion to be a
reality. A prophet many years before
Christ was born wrote what the Holy
Spirit revealed to him. It would be well
if we would give close attention to his
words for God is unchangeable.

“How beautiful upon the moun-
tains are the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace;
that bring good tdings of good, that
publisheth salvation; that saith unio
Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy watch-
men shall lift up the voice; with the
voice together shall they sing, for they
shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall
bring again Zion” Isaiah 52:7-8.

This seripture is quoted in the Book
of Mormon by Abinadi, a prophet of God,
in Mosiah, chapter 7.77-78. He was chid-
ing the priests for pretending to teach the
people, and understand prophesy, and the
law of Moses, and yet not be under-
standing of this prophesy of Isaiah.

Again in the 8th chapter, verses 66-
69, he refers to it once more to show what
was to happen in the last days. I am sure
there was no doubt in the mind of Abinadi
what it meant; his testimony was to
stand against them with his death at
their hands.

In the third book of Nephi, chapter
7, verse 43, it is none other than Jesus
that is here quoting Isaiah 52:8-10 fo the
people on this continent, saying that
“when the words of the prophet Isaiah
shall be fulfilled,” again relating this to
the last days. Read verse 45: “The Lord
hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes

[TIFUL

of all the nations; and all the ends of the
earth shall see the salvation of God.”
This will be when Jesus Christ returns to
claim the rule over all the earth, not be-
fore.

Again in chapter 9:86, Jesus says,

"And verily, I say unto you, I give
you a sign that you may know the time
when these things shall be about to
lake place, that I shall gather in from
their long dispersion, my people, 0
house of Israel, and shall establish
again among them my Zion.”

Note that he says, “shall be about to
take place”; not the precise time, but a
sign to be alert that it will begin, and Zion
is to be established among them again,
the house of Israel. It would be well for
us to read carefully this chapter § from
verse 46 through 56 that tells us what
part the Gentiles will have and their judg-
ment if they do not repent.

All this does not preclude us from
the promise of the Holy Ghost if we seek
to bring forth Zion as promised in I Nephi
3:187. Indeed, to preach the gospel of
Jesus Christ of salvation is our task; to
prepare a people in righteousness and
declare the doctrines of the kingdom of
God.

That it will be returned by Jesus
Christ tells us that it is subject to the will
of God; it is not a material substance and
has no location at present on earth.

[ pray that we can come to an un-
derstanding and some day see eye {0 eye
with charity and love of one another that
shall prepare us to enjoy the blessing of
Zion when our Lord comes. Amen.

e -
. b e
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_ARTICLE

What About the N@Qegsity of

By Apostle Brian E. Mclndoo

ost churches to-

day require their

ministry to have

attended a semi-
nary before occupying a posi-
tion of pastor or even standing
behind the pulpit. Recently we
hear of some Restoration
churches also sending their
ministry to seminary. I can’t
recall all the times I've heard
the comments: “He is not a
‘real’ minister because he has
not gone to seminary,” or “He
has not ‘earned the right’ to
preach and tell me about the
Bible because he hasn’t gone to
seminary.” How do we respond
when these accusations are

made against the minister
standing behind your pulpit on
Sunday, the minister who
brought you into the waters of
baptism, or officiated at your
wedding? Maybe a scriptural
response would be better than,
“My minister can beat up your
minister.”

B WHERE DOES GoOD
TELL US TO RECEIVE
OUR UNDERSTANDING?

Where did those in days
past learn the gospel they
preached? What does God say
about the understanding and
the wisdom of man, which is
taught in schools called semi-
nary? The Lord has given a gift
to the world called the Holy
Spirit (Ghost). This gift has
special responsibilities, includ-
ing the capability to teach man
even as Jesus taught man. Je-
sus said that He would go away,
but promised that He would not
leave us alone, but that he
would send a gift, the Com-
forter.

“Nevertheless I tell you
the truth; It is expedient for
you that I go away: for if I
go not away, the Com-
forter will not come

unto you; but if I depart, I
will send him wunto
you” John 16:7.

Is one to believe the Holy
Spirit can no longer work with
man? Are men refusing to use
the Holy Spirit and opting to
depend on the wisdom and
knowledge of other mankind in-
stead? Jesus pointed out that
the world (man’s wisdom, phi-
losophies, education, and un-
derstanding) can not receive
His gospel.

John 14:16-17: “And I
will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Com-
forter, that he may abide
with you for ever; Even the
Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, be-
cause il seeth him not, nei-
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ther knoweth him....”

Mankind today hastheidea
that he has knowledge because
there is a degree hanging on the
wall that proves it. Knowledge
acquired through the teaching
of the Spirit can not be framed
and hung up before the eyes of
the world. Knowledge by
means of the Spirit will not be
considered of any worth on your
résumé, nor will it impress the
public, but God refers to those
things as ‘the world.’

“Howbeit we speak wis-
dom among them that are
perfect: yet not the wisdom
of this world, nor of the
princes of this world, that
come to nought: But we
speak the wisdom of God in
a mystery, even the hidden
wisdom, which God or-
dained before the world
untoour glory...” 1 Cor. 2:6,
7.

Christ promised the gift of
the Spirit to man. When the
Lord provides a gift, we can de-
pend on it being able to ade-
quately provide its intended
purpose; it will be a gift which
will not need to be exchanged
because it does not fit or does
not work. However, as with any
gift, the intended recipient has
the option to receive and utilize
it, or to put it in the closet to
collect dust.

When Christ was ready to
leave this world, he instructed
the apostles to go and wait for
the gift in Jerusalem.

Luke 24:49: “And, be-
hold, I send the promise of

my Father upon you: but
tarry ye in the city of Jeru-
salem, until ye be endued
with power from on
high.”

The significance with the
city of Jerusalem and the arrival
of the gift has nothing to do with
restricting the time and location
wherein it is available to man-
kind. It has to do with the large
number of people in the city of
Jerusalem for the feast of Pen-
tecost. This gave a large
number of witnesses to the
workings of the Spirit when the
New Testament Church began
to go out to the world and be
recorded for future generations.

B T 1s PROPHESIED OF
THE COMING OF FALSE
APOSTLES, TEACHING
FOR PERSONAL GAIN
AND OF THEIR OWN
PHILOSOPHIES.

There will be those with a
form of godliness standing and
teaching in the churches, repre-
senting themselves as Bible
scholars, ever learning from
books so they may be able to
read Hebrew and speak Greek,
who are considered educated,
but at the same time never com-
ing to the truth. “Truth” is the
basic doctrine of Christ. We are
warned not to let these types
sway us from the truth and
promises of Jesus Christ.

“Beware lest any man
spoil you through philoso-
phy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after
the rudiments of the world,

and not after Christ” Col.
2:8.

“This know also, that in
the last days perilous
times shall come. Hav-
ing a form of godliness,
but denying the power
thereof: from such turn
away. For of this sort are
they which creep into
houses, and lead captive
silly women laden with
sins, led away with divers
lusts, Ever learning, and
never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth”
2Tim 3:1, 5-7.

Of course there is a need to
be taught and have a good
knowledge of God’s word before
standing behind the pulpit or
trying to convert non-believers.
This is apparent when Paul told
Timothy to study to show him-
self approved, which is only one
of several times were the scrip-
tures direct us to study God’s
word. It is reasonable to think
that one would need to read and
study the scriptures, because
one must have read the scrip-
tures before being able to recall
them.

John 14:26: “But the
Comforter, which is the
Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all
things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have
satd unto you.”

Many can read scripture
but not really understand what
message it is trying to get
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across; however, we are told the
Spirit teaches, makes plain and
provides wisdom and under-
standing to those responsible to
preach the gospel. God has
never required man to do any-
thing which He has not first pre-
pared the way for him to accom-
plish. The Apostle Paul gives an
example of that promise:

1 Cor. 2:4-5, 11-14: “And
my speech and my
preaching was not with
enticing words of man’s
wisdom, but in demonstra-
iton of the spirit and of
power: That your faith
should not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the
power of God. ... For what
man knoweth the things
of a man, save the spirit
of man which is in him?
even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God. Now we have
received, not the spirii of
the world, but the spirit
which is of God; that we
might know the things that
are freely given to us of
God. Which things also
we speak, not in the
words which man’s wis-
dom teacheth, but which
the Holy Ghost teacheth;
comparing spiritual things
with spiritual. But the
natural man receiveth
not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto
him: neither can he
know them, because
they are spiritually dis-
cerned....”

In the early church it was
by revelation through the Holy
Spirit that men came into the
ministry.

Acts 13:2: “As they min-
istered to the Lord, and
fasted, the Holy Ghost said,
Separate me Barnabas and
Saul for the work where-
unto I have called them....”

Rejecting the belief of an
influential Holy Spirit capable
of calling out and teaching men
also means missing out on the
Gifts of the Spirit. Paul never
saw Christ in the flesh, but he
had a revelation, a spiritual ex-
perience, on the road to Damas-
cus. Should today’s people ex-
pect to receive less from God? 1
think not, for we believe in an
unchangeable God: if He
changes, then He ceases to be
God. God has given the Gifts of
the Spirit to bless, comfort,
teach, and draw man to Christ
and glorify God.

1 Cor. 12:4-11: “Now
there are diversities of
gifts, but the same
Spirit. And there are dif-
ferences of administra-
tions, but the same Lord.
And there are diversities of
operations, but it is the
same God which worketh
all in all. But the manifes-
tation of the Spirit is given
to every man to profit
withal. For to one is given
by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the
word of knowledge by the
same Spirit; To another
faith by the same Spirit;
to another the gifts of

healing by the same
Spirit; To another the
working of miracles; to
another prophecy; to an-
other discerning of spir-
its; to another divers
kinds of tongues; to an-
other the interpretation
of tongues: But all these
worketh that one and
the selfsame Spirit, di-
viding to every man sever-
ally as he will.

B In SUMMERY LET US
REFER TO JESUS
CALLING HIS
APOSTLES:

“And he saith unto them,
Follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men.
And they straightway left
their nets, and followed
him.” Matt. 4:19-20.

Jesus made them what He
wanted: “fishers of men”; they
did not pay a seminary to teach
them. Man’s wisdom has and is
continuing to prove itself con-
trary to what scripture teaches.
Man has come to believe they
have an enlightened knowledge
of the Bible; with their in-
creased wisdom they have re-
jected many of Christ’s teach-
ings and some of the fundamen-
tal beliefs of Christianity. I cite
some examples:

Some of the major Uni-

I versities with theology
departments, including

Duke, Harvard, Princeton, De
Paul, and Yale University, are
teaching students the enlight-

ened information that, “what
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you read in the Bible is not
what it seems on the sur-
face.”

They claim to have come
21:0 discover the origin of

the gospels Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John. What
they claim to know is this: for 40
years after Christ’s crucifixion
people told and retold stories
and parables. It isnot historical
accounts but memories shared
by a common past.

According to modern
3 theology, Mark 16:5 is

where Mark’s gospel
ends, leaving Jesus in the tomb.
Does your Bible end Mark’s gos-
pel there? No, it does not: it
goes on to tell of a resurrected
Savior. According to the
learned men of today, the reason
you have more text is that the
scribes added the ending that
John and Matthew put on their
gospels because no one was go-
ing to accept the terrible ending
of Mark’s gospel.

Speaking of the gospels
4of John and Matthew,

modern theology
teaches that they took and re-
wrote Mark’s gospel to suit the
need of their particular loca-
tion. For example: Matthew
wrote to people who felt threat-
ened by the Pharisees, so Mat-
thew made Jesus a man from
Israel, very Jewish like them.
He created Jesus as having a lot
of Jewish traditions, such as go-
ing to the mountain as Moses
did and preaching five sermons,
reminding them of the five
books of Moses. Then this Je-
sus struck out at the Pharisees,

which his audience wanted to
hear because they, too, were
having problems with the over-
bearing Pharisees. Matthew
wanted to bring the gospel up to
his day so he added the woman
finding Jesus at the tomb. I,
personally, was unaware that
being politically correct in the
1st century was an issue, but
according to today’s scholars it
apparently was.

These same scholars
5 teach that the Gospel of

Luuke and the Acts of the
Apostles are a single book called
Luke-Acts. This book of Luke-
Acts was written as a novel,
with all the embellishments and
poetic license needed to make it
a good story; i.e.. written for
Mystery (miracles, tongues,
Holy Ghost), Adventure (ship-
wrecks, wild beasts), and Ro-
mance (weddings, feasts).

The bottom line of mod-
ern theology is that the
authors of the Gospels
They

6

wrote to make points.
never intended for us to take
them literally.

Jesus called out men to be
his apostles and disciples; it was
His choice, not theirs. It is by
revelation, not personal choice,
that men were called into the
ministry in Christ’s days, and so
they should be called today.
Ammon said:

“...1 am called by his
Holy Spirit to teach these
things unto this people, that
they may be brought to a
knowledge of that which is
Jjust and true; And a portion

of that Spirit dwelleth in
me, which giveth me know!l-
edge, and also power, ac-
cording to my faith and
desires which are in God”
Alma 12:112, 113.

Many people, for some rea-
son, do not want to believe God
is capable or willing to speak to
men in this generation. The ar-
gument is usually that we have
the scriptures and do not need
further revelation. Itis wisdom
to try the Spirit, comparing it
against scripture. Do they not
agree? One must admit that
God revealed His will to Israel
and that they had the Law—but
did He stop speaking or direct-
ing them after giving the Law?
No, He spoke often. He had
prophets who prophesied,
which prophesies were recorded
for them to read—but did God
say, “You have enough,” when
the first prophet died? No, He
called out more that they might
continue to minister to the peo-
ple. The cliche, “History re-
peats itself,” is true, and people
continue to make the same mis-
takes and go the wrong direc-
tions. Therefore, God contin-
ues to call out servants and em-
ploys them to do the same work
that the servants did in the days
of old. With that assignment He
provides the way, and teaches
them by the power of His Holy
Spirit. Those who need a semi-
nary must fail to trust God’s
promises and fail to use the Gift.

“For the Spirit is the
same, yesterday, to-day,
and for ever” 2 Ne. 1:65.
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ARTICLE

By Jim Gordon

od used Nephi to lead

Lehi’s family to this

continent. After Lehi’s
death, Nephi led the group that
would keep God’s command-
ments northward, where they
formed a separate community.
Before Nephi died he left his
people with this message,

“ . For the Lord God 1is
his name. And whoso
knocketh, to him will he

most pleasingly, that you
have obtained many riches.
And because that some of
you have obtained more
abundantly than that of
your brethren, ye are lifted
up in the pride of your
hearts, and wear stiff necks,
and high heads, because of
the costliness of your ap-
parel, and persecute your
brethren, because that ye
suppose that ye are better
than they.”

open; and the wise, ana the
learned, and they that are
rich, which are puffed up
because of their learning,
and their wisdom, and
their riches; vyea, they are
they whom he despiseth;
And save they shall cast
these things away, and con-
sider themselves fools be-
fore God, and come down in
the depths of humility, he
will not open to them.”

Then Jacob’s son Enos be-
came keeper of the records. 179
years after Lehi left Jerusalem
Enos gave the records to his son
because he was about to die.
But before he did he wrote this
about his own people,

“And there was nothing
save it was exceeding
harshness, preaching and
prophesying of wars, and
contentions, and destruc-
tions, and continually re-

After the death of Nephi,
his younger brother, Jacob,
struggled to keep his people
humble. In chapter 2 of his
book he wrote:

“And the hand of prouvi-
dence hath smiled upon you

minding them of death and
the duration of eternity, and
the judgments and the
power of God; And all these
things stirring them up
continually to keep them in
the fear of the Lord. ... And

exceeding great plainness
of speech, would keep them
from going down speedily
to destruction.”

Jarom, the next keeper of
the records in their year 238,
wrote this about his people,

“And it came to pass that
the prophets of the Lord did
threaten the people of
Nephi, according to the
word of God, that if they did
not keep the command-
ments, but should fall into
transgression, they should
be destroyed from off the
face of the land....”

And also, “And it came to
pass, that by so doing they
kept them from being de-
stroyed upon the face of the
land.”

At this time it seems the
Nephites were still keeping
God’s commandments, under
duress no doubt, but keeping
His words. The next keeper of
the records, Omni, wrote,

“I...am a wicked man,
and I have not kept the stat-
utes and commandments of
the Lord as I ought to have
done.”
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What happens when the
people are keeping God’s com-
mandments only because of the
threats of their religious lead-
ers, and the righteousness of
those leaders fail? Omni’s son,
Amaron, the next keeper of the
records, answers that question
in verses 7 and 9:

“..And the more wicked
part of the Nephites were
destroyed.”

Also, “Wherefore, the
Lord did visit them in great
Jjudgment; nevertheless, he
did spare the righteous,
that they should not perish,
but did deliver them out of
the hands of their enemies.”

Next, Amaron’s brother
kept the records for a short
time, then gave them to his son,
Amaron’s nephew Abinadom.
In the account of Abinadom he
tells of constant wars and de-
struction, and then says this,

“I know of no revelation,
save that which is written,
neither prophecy.”

The last keeper of the re-
cords in the land of Nephi was
Amaleki, son of Abinadom. He
tells us that Mosiah was told by
God to, “flee out of the Land of
Nephi,” and to take with him
the few righteous people left.
Never again until after the com-
ing of Christ did the Nephites
merit such a level of destruc-
tion.

Between the reign of King
Benjamin and the coming of
Christ there were many periods
of wickedness among the
Nephites. However, the Lord

always pulled them back before
total destruction overcame
them by a combination of
preaching and disaster. To
show an example of this, let’s
start in the second chapter of
Alma:

“...And it came to pass in
the eighth year of the reign
of judges, that the people of
the church began to wax
proud, because of their ex-
ceeding riches, and their
fine silks, and fine twined
linen, and because of their
many flocks and herds, and
their gold, and their silver,
and all manner of precious
things, which they had ob-
tained by their industry...
and they began to be scorn-
ful, one towards the other,
and they began to persecute
those that did not believe
according to their own will
and pleasure. ...Yea there
were envyings, and strifes,
and malice and persecu-
tions and pride even to ex-
ceed the pride of those who
did not belong to the church
of God.”

Alma decided to resign as
chief judge and tour the country
preaching the gospel. Alma be-
gan to preach, baptize, ordain
ministers, and set the church in
order, beginning in Zarahemla.
Next he went to the city of
(Gideon, and had the same good
results. After a rest at home in
Zarahemla he went to the land
of Melek, and again the people
repented and Alma was able to
order the church as he had at
Zarahemla and Gideon.

Then Alma went to the City
of Ammonihah, where he was
cast out. An angel told Alma to
return, and when he did he
made one convert. Working
with this one man, Amulek,
they eventually, after much
tribulation, converted a few
people in the city. All those they
converted were driven into the
land of Sidom, where Alma and
Amulek later joined them, be-
cause those left in Ammonihah
proved impossible to change.

Before Alma and Amulek
returned to Zarahemla they
preached the gospel in Sidom,
and we read this,

“Therefore, after Alma
having established the
church at Sidom, seeing a
great check, yea, seeing that
the people were checked as
to the pride of their hearts,
and began to humble them-
selves before God....”

And what of the city of Am-
monihah? The following year
we read this,

“And now it came to pass
before the Nephites could
raise a sufficient army to
drive them out of the land,
they had destroyed the peo-
ple which were in the city of
Ammonihah.”

And so where the people re-
pented they were spared, and
where they did not they were
destroyed.

ow keeping all of this in
mind, let’s review our

own times.
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From 1830 until 1844 the
restoration church tried to
teach this nation what we be-
lieve are the original concepts of
Christianity. They would not
believe us. In 1832, South Caro-
lina seceded from the unicn.
President Andrew Jackson sent
the army in and stopped them.
Eventually a compromise was
reached and civil war was
avoided for 28 years. During
this crises, on Christmas Day,
1832, Joseph Smith brought a
revelation that dealt with the
wars that were coming upon
this land and this world.

I quote here:

“Verily thus saith the
Lord concerning the wars
that will shortly come to
pass, beginning at the re-
bellion of South Carolina.
Which will eventually ter-
minate in the death and
misery of many souls; and
the time will come that war
will be poured out upon all
nations beginning at this
place.”

On December 20,1860,
South Carolina again seceded,
and by the spring of 1861 eleven
other states had joined them.
So the revelation was accurate
as to where the war would start.
And if that isn’t enough, think
about this: the first shots of the
war were fired at Fort Sumpter,
which sat on an island in the
harbor of Charleston, South
Carolina.

It has been prophesied that
in the last days peace would be
taken from the earth. This
revelation affirms this with the

added statement that it would
begin with this war. This war
was like all other wars inas-
much as it came in two parts.
The rich on both sides wanted
the war to resolve the financial
issues. The poor men wanted it
to resolve a social issue, namely
slavery. The Civil War was
fought to decide whether we
would be a manufacturing na-
tion or an agricultural nation.

When the canons were still
and the smoke had cleared we
had a new government that was
dedicated to the idea that facto-
ries, businesses and corpora-
tions were to be given every en-
couragement and considera-
tion. They were even accommo-
dated with special laws to pro-
tect their investments at home
and abroad. After the Civil War,
the growth of big business and
its foreign trade caused us to
become more involved in other
nations’ affairs, and ultimately,
their wars.

After the Civil War, the
process of small companies go-
ing out of business and the sur-
viving companies growing big-
ger was accelerated. About
1878, the big corporate move-
ment began to take shape. Cor-
porations grew so powerful that
in time they would transform
our government and society.

Asthe wealth of this nation
grew so did other things. Relig-
ious leaders who previously
were respected for their virtue
began to lose influence with the
American public. Newspaper
and book sales began to sky-
rocket. So publishers and writ-
ers, often atheistic writers, grew

in their ability to influence pub-
lic opinion. Education became
a religious substitute for the
half-believing and atheistic ele-
ments of our society. More peo-
ple went to college than ever
before. Parents would send
their sons away as Christians
and they would return doubting
and with compromised beliefs.

As I mentioned in another
article, it was about three gen-
erations after Joseph Smith on
both sides of my family in the
1920’s when this nation ex-
ploded into an era of wicked-
ness. Speakeasy’s and liquor
wars and a host of other things
too evil to mention came into
being.

There were many things
that grew together to create this
evil American era, including
modern philosophy, the appear-
ance of the theory of evolution,
and changes in entertainment,
to name just a few. All of these
can be shown to have been
growing during this time, and to
have made their contribution to
the era.

But be that as it may, the
most important thing that hap-
pened was a gradual shift from
Christian values to money and
worldly values, a move from
Christian ethics to worldly eth-
ics. And from that day until
now the American people have
done little else but boast about
their wisdom, modern philoso-
phy; their learning, modern
education; and their riches, the
products of our merchandising
and industry. And what was it
that Nephi warned us of?

“And the wise, and the
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learned and they that are
rich, which are puffed up
because of their leaming,
and their wisdom, and
their riches, Yea, They are
they whom he despiseth....”

I believe that the depres-
sion was an attempt on the part
of God to cure America spiritu-
ally. But as Jeremiah said of
Judah,

‘Judah hath not turned
unto me with her whole
heart, but feignedly, saith
the Lord.”

The Nephites were de-
stroyed after four generations
of wickedness. However, after
four generations of wickedness
in this nation the Lord has de-
layed that plan for something
different.

The world will write its his-
tories around its important
events, but the truth must fol-
low God’s timetable. I believe
the fate of thisnation was sealed
in 1948 when the new state of
Israel was created.

In chapter 21 of the book of
Luke, Jesus spoke of the fall of
Jerusalem. In verse 24 He said,

“And they shall fall by the
edge of the sword, and be
led away captive into all na-
tions; and Jerusalem shall
be trodden down of the gen-
tiles until the time of the
gentiles be fulfilled.”

On Friday, May 14, 1948,
Jerusalem ceased to be trodden
down of the gentiles. In 1951
Clarence Wheaton made con-
tact with the Maya Indians in
Ticul, Mexico, and two years af-

ter thatin 1953, thirty members
were baptized into the Church
of Christ. The Lord has used
the United States to protect Is-
rael from its Arab neighbors,

and it has been this church’s
privilege to nurture the Church
first in Yucatan, and now in
Honduras.

On page 186 of the Book of
Mormon we find this,

“And as they begin to
grow, Ye shall clear away
the branches which bring
forth bitter fruit, according
to the strength of the good
and the size thereof, and ye
shall not clear away the bad
thereof, all at once, lest the
roots thereof should be too
strong for the graft, and the
graft thereof shall perish,
and I lose the trees of my
vineyard.”

These words of Zenos are
aimed at the last days (our days)
when God will gradually bring
Israel back into the Church and
purge the less righteous gentile
elements out of it. Yucatan re-
cently asked us to fast and pray
for them for the intent that God
would fit and qualify more of

their men tobe called to hold the
priesthood. When they grow to
the point where the Church in
Yucatan can sustain itself with-
out our help we will see great
changes in the Church here.
They must increase and we
must decrease as important ele-
ments in the Church, but let us
take comfort in the hope that
they will come forth with great
power to reach the friends,
neighbors and families that for
so long we have been unable to
touch.

And lastly, let us consider
this: we live in a nation just like
the one described by Nephi. A
nation which is proud and
puffed up because of its learn-
ing, its wisdom, and its wealth
and riches. Every brother in
the Church needs to examine
himself to see how much of this
thinking has contaminated his
own beliefs about Christ. We
need to examine ourselves so we
may be among the more right-
eous part of the people. For as
Amaron said, the more right-
eous part of the people were
saved.
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ARTICLE

By Harvey E. Seibel

ecently, I had the
privilege of hearing the
erformance of a group of

Inca Indian performers who
created music on instruments
native among them for
centuries. Though the music
was hauntingly beautiful, I
pondered another matter. 1
studied one of the performers
and thought of the miracle of
creation, how God had created
this human being in his own
image, with the mental and
physical capacity to create
music using instruments which
he himself had made. This
human being was created from
scratch by the Master
Craftsman from a single cell.
This, from a human standpoint,

1s a marvelous achievement.
Then 1 looked at this
performer’s partner. Here was
another miracle of creation,
with similar gifts and talents,
again made from scratch from a
single cell. How marvelous that
God could make literally
billions of such images of
Himself, each able to function
independently of all the rest.
The greatest of man’s
achievements pales into
insignificance in comparison to
this. Yet each of these human
creations grow old, deteriorate
and die, each masterpiece
returning again to dust.

But there is more to it than
this. In the beginning, when
God had created the first man,
he instituted the law of ‘after its
kind.” This means that each
form of life was limited to pro-
ducing only its kind after it.
The only variation possible was
limited only to that already pre-
sent in the genetic pool of that
particular organism. The law of
‘after its kind’ was programmed
into a microscopic segment
within the gene called Deoxyri-
bonucleic Acid, or DNA for
short. This amazing molecule
of life weighs a mere 3 tril-
lionths of an ounce, yet contains
sufficient encoded information
to fill a thousand volume ency-

clopedia. It is God’s computer
program which insures the in-
tegrity of all life. All the infor-
mation necessary for the crea-
tion of another image of God
(half from the mother and half
from the father) is contained
within that microscopic mole-
cule, and so the miracle of crea-
tion resident and inherent in
that molecule is passed down
from generation to generation
to all ages of time. But the mir-
acle of life does not end there.
The DNA molecule pro-
vides the information for the
protein synthesis apparatus,
yet the protein synthesis appa-
ratus provides the very proteins
for the DNA to exist. The pro-
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tein synthesis apparatus also
provides phosphate compounds
for the energy synthesis, the mi-
tochondria, etc., yet the mito-
chondria provides the actual en-
ergy for the proteins to func-
tion. Protein synthesis also
provides the protein for the
cell membrane, yet the
cell membranes holds
that entire synthesis
apparatus intact.
Everything is in-
terdependent
and codepen-
dent on every
other compo-
nent. It is like
the Yucca Lily
and the Yucca
Moth. Neither
can live without
the other, so they
both must have

been created simulta-
neously.

Then God has also
provided us with a food
source. Chlorophyll is the en-
gine that converts sunlight into
chemical energy within the
plant for the synthesis of food
for man. Now here is a strange
thing: the blood of man is
mainly composed of Carbon,
Oxygen, Hydrogen, and Nitro-
gen, with Iron being the central
component. It is a large mole-
cule. Chlorophyll in plants are
composed of the very same ele-
ments, with the exception that
the central component is Mag-
nesium instead of Iron, and un-
like blood, it is a small molecule.
I see in this the wonderful inge-
nuity of God.

Consider the miracle of

creation:

“For thou hast possessed
my reins: thou hast covered
me in my mother’s womb. 1

will praise thee; for I am
fearfully and wonder-
fully made: marvelous are
thy works; and that my soul
knoweth right well. My sub-
stance was not hid from
thee, when I was made in
secret, and curiously
wrought in the lowest
parts of the earth. Thine
eyes did see my substance,
vyet being unperfect; and in
thy book all my members
were written, which in con-
tinuance were fashioned,
when as yet there was none
of them” Psalm 139:13-16.

Yet, “What is man, that
thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that
thou visitest him? For thou
hast made him a little lower
than the angels, and hast
crowned him with glory
and honour” Psalm 8:4-5.

An intriguing mar-
vel is how the single
cell first conceived
in the mother’s
womb becomes a
complete hu-
man being. At
the first the
cells are all
alike, but then
comes a differ-
entiation, some
cellschanging to
becoming liver
cells, others, mus-
cle cells, still others
to form the eye, bone,
blood, etc. This is all
done by biologic switches
being turned on or off in the
genes, and all this in accordance
to the instructions encoded in
the DNA molecule and commu-
nicated by the RNA, with the
help of enzymes, etc., which are
organic catalysts.

There is yet another ele-
ment in this physical creation.
The body does not exist without
the spirit, and so God has
breathed into us the breath of
life, the spirit of man. The spirit
of man functions and operates
through the physical brain (the
linkage between flesh and
spirit), and thus has expression
through the physical body.
However, even thisisnot all, for
man, whoisaliving soul, cannot
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act for himself except he be en-
ticed by one or the other spirit;
that is, through the leadings of
the Holy Spirit of God or
through the temptations of the
Devil. And depending upon the
spirit that man chooses to fol-
low, the works performed
thereby will be judged to be
either good or evil in the day of
judgment. Thus there is a wo
pronounced on all who list to
obey the evil spirit, and the
promise of eternal life to those
who obey the Lord Jesus Christ.

That life could not have
come about through any natu-
ralistic means is graphically
shown by the following: inside
all material there is informa-
tion—from the simplest hydro-
gen to the most complex com-
pound. Dr. Robert Gange in his
book, entitled: Origins and Des-
finy, and from information de-
rived from various universities
and laboratories, we have the
following information: All of the
information present in the inor-
ganic materials of the entire
planet earth equals to 160 expo-
nential bits of information.
When expanded to include the
entire solar system the informa-
tion increases to 170 exponen-
tial bits, which 1s equal to 10%
power in information. Expand-
ing it further to include the en-
tire universe, the number be-
comes 235 exponential bits of
information.

But when we come to living
matter we have an entirely dif-
ferent story. In living material
every component is interde-
pendent and codependent on
every other component. Thus,

a single, non-replicating, pro-
tein molecule contains 1500 ex-
ponential bits of information,
an astronomical jump from the
information present in the en-
tire inorganic universe. This
shows that so-called evolution
from non-living to living is an
impossibility. There is not suffi-
cient information in the entire
universe to create one organic
molecule.

But to take it a step further,
one E-Coli bacteria contains 7
million bits of information, and
one human cell contains 20 bil-
lion bits of information. Scien-
tists today tell us that the hu-
man brain is the most complex
creation in all of the universe.

Two well-known atheistic
evolutionary scientists (Sir
Fred Hoyle and Chandra Wick-
ramasinghe), in an effort to fi-
nally prove the evolutionary ori-
gins of the universe, were forced
to reverse themselveson the ori-
gin of life. They state that, al-
though atheists all their lives,
they had come to the conclusion
that the high degree of order
and specificity in the universe
demanded pre-existing intelli-
gence, even to the limit of God.

They computed that for life
to have evolved through natu-
ralistic means would be one
chance in 10*" power. There
are 10% power of electrons in the
entire universe, and if all space
was filled with electrons the
number would be 10" power.
Life then, through a naturalis-
tic process, is impossible.

From the Book of Mormon,
the infallible word of God, we
read,

“And if there is no God,
we are not, neither the
earth, for there could
have been no creation of
things, neither to act norto
be acted upon; wherefore,
all things must have van-
ished away” 2 Nephi 1:93.

“For if there be no Christ,
there be no God; and if there
be no God, we are not, for
there could have been no
creation. But there is a
God, and he is Christ; and
he cometh in the fullness of
hisowntime” 2 Nephi 8:13-
14.
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OBITUARY

Nellie Ann Raleigh

July 8, 1398 -

ur dear sister in Christ, Nellie Ann
Raleigh, passed away December 19,
1999, at the age of one hundred and one

vears, five months, one week and four days. She
lived in Texas most of her life. She consented to
move to the Pleasant Manor Nursing Home in

Ashdown, Arkansas, in her declining years to be

near her grandson, Lawrence Raleigh. Sister Nellie

o

was predeccased by her husband and their six
children.

According to the church records, Sister Nel-
i

i

1931, at Dalby Springs, Texas, by ApOSiIC

e and her husband were baptized August 13,

Clarence L. Wheaton, and they were strong sup-

porters of the Dalby Springs Local Church of

Christ. She remained a faithful witness to the
gospel of Christ to the end of her life.

Sister Nellie had a major heart attack n
November, 1999, and was recovering from it when
she had a kidney intection which proved to be too
much for her already weakened condition.

The Reverend Carl Raleigh officiated her
funeral service. The place of interment was New
Hope Cemetery, Bates-Rolf Funeral Home,

DeKalb, Texas.

December 19, 1999

AMAZING GRAC

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
That saved a wrerch like me.
I once was lost, but now I'm found;
Was blind, but now [ see.

T'was grace that taught my heart to tear,
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

The Lord has promised good to me.
His Word my hopf: secures.
He will my shield and portion be
As long as lite endures.

Thru many dangers, toils and snares,
[ have already come;
“Tis grace hath bro't me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

¥

Wh

en we ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise;

.

[han when we first begun.
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