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A new star cast its sifver light
Upon a field where shepherds lay,
Watching o're their flocks ﬁy night
To keep them safe, ‘til break of day.

When suddenly from out the skies
A brighter light around them fell
And 1o their wonder and surprise,
An angel stood, good news to rell

Who .yoﬁe in soft melodious tones
Yet with great ‘srz'r;*ing ’ power,
And told of that which was to be

At this momentous hour.

“Fear not, I bring glad ridings
Of great joy, which shall be
Throughour the years and mists of time
For all humaniry,

For unto you is born this day
In David’s city, fair;
A Savior, who is Christ the L
And you may seek Him there.

In swaddling clothes and humble stall
You'll find the new born King!"
Then to the shepherds [ist'ning ears,
A heavenly host began to sing.

All g[org be o God Most Hz‘gﬁ
And peace, 1o men on earth;
Good will to all, both great and small,

In this most wonderous Birth!”

—Helen Taubert
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Zion's Advocate

By Harvey E. Seibel

dered the difference be-
tween the righteous
ople in the Book of Mormon
(the Bible also) and everyday
run-of-the-mill society of today.
What is it that sets society, and
perhaps many of us, apart from
those who served the Lord in
ancient times? Perhaps it is our
focus. Consider:

(ﬁl n recent weeks I have pon-

“Lay not up for your-
selves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal:
But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor

h

steal: For where your treas-
ure is, there will your heart
be also.

“The light of the body is
the eye: if therefore thine eye
be single, thy whole body
shall be full of light. But if
thine eye be evil, thy whole
body shall be full of dark-
ness. If therefore the light
that is in thee be darkness,
how great is that darkness!
No man can serve two mas-
ters: for either he will hate
the one, and love the other;
or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.

“Therefore I say unto
you, Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat,
or what ye shall drink; nor
yet for your body, what ye
shall put on. Is not the life
more than meat, and the
body than raiment? Behold
the fowls of the air: for they
sow not, neither do they
reap, nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father
feedeth them. Are ye not
much better than they?
Which of you by taking
thought can add one cubit
unto his stature? And why
take ye thought for rai-

Hengle

ment?

“Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow, they
toil not, neither do they
spin: And yet I say unto you,
That even Solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed
like one of these. Wherefore,
if God so clothe the grass of
the field, which to day is,
and to morrow is cast into
the oven, shall he not much
more clothe you, O ye of lit-
tle faith? Therefore take no
thought, saying, What shall
we eat? or, What shall we
drink? or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed? (For
after all these things do the
Gentiles seek:) for your
heavenly Father knoweth
that ye have need of all these
things.

“But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto
you. Take therefore no
thought for the morrow: for
the morrow shall take
thought for the things of it-
self. Sufficient unto the day
is the evil thereof” (Mat-
thew 6:19-34).

These words make it plain
that our primary focus should
not be the fulfilling of the needs
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of the body, nor the desires of
the flesh. Rather, our focus
should be single to the glory of
God and the things pertaining
to the kingdom of heaven.

In this world of material-
ism, the name says it all. It is
not just clothes and shoes, but
they have to be a particular
brand. The same is true of cars
and practically every other
thing. Some things are in, oth-
ers are out. Restaurants? They
have to be gourmet or among
the elite to even qualify. Of
course, money is not a consid-
eration in all this. We have to
keep abreast of the latest fash-
ions. Our children become pre-

secupied with the latest fad, and
practicality concerns ;m by the
wayside. There are also exer-
cise parlors where one may
spend money to improve one’s
sical body. In the old days
people worked hard on the farm
(had plenty of exercise) with lit-
‘;39 or no leisure time to run the
st m as many m our youth do
makes use of
m be-

one may attend the ball games,
go to one of the many amuse-
ment parks, or worse, to the ca-
sinos, watch television, movies,
surf the internet or whatever
else takes one’s fancy while giv-
ing little or no thought to spiri-
tual matters, or, at best, putting
those matters on the back
burner, while giving some alle-
giance to them on Sundays, and
maybe Wednesday evening if
one has a mind to. This appears
to be the picture of pleasure-
ridden American society. As a

nation we have become lovers of
pleasure more than lovers of
God. But if we love the things
of the world more than the
things of God, what does that
say other than that we have
made the world our idol? The
Lord speaks bluntly when he
says:

“Ye adulterers and adul-
teresses, know ye not that
the friendship of the world
is enmity with God? whoso-
ever therefore will be a
friend of the world is the
enemy of God” (James 4:4).
“Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the
world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father
is not in him. For all that
is in the world, the lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the
eves, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of
the world” (1 John 2:15-

“;}

What is our real purpose
here? Isit to gratify our senses
oristherea ;;rﬂmm s;;m*p%e %fw
our existence? The Book of
Mormon tells us we have a
higher calling.

“Therefore this life be-
came a probationary state;
a time to prepare to meetl
God; a time to prepare for
that endless state, which
has been spoken of by us,
which is after the resurrec-
tion of the dead” (Alma
9:41). From the Bible we
read: “Let us hear the con-
clusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his
commandments: for this is

the whole duty of man. For
God shall bring every work
into judgment, with every
secret thing, whether it be
good or whether it be evil”
(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

What do we think about, or
what goals do we have each day
when we awaken? Do we think
first on the spiritual, or more on
the worldly? What do we look
forward to on our days off?
What about the Sabbath? Do
we truly love God more, or does
the world win out over the
Lord? How do we occupy our-
selves on the Lord’s day? Do we
dedicate that day to the Lord, or
do we make up for what we
weren’t able to do during the
week? Do we engage in the
Lord’s pleasure on His holy day,
or our own? Thereisa ;}mmise
attached to doing the Lord’s
pleasure rather than our ownon
His holy day.

“If thou turn away thy
foot from the Sabbath, from
doing thy pleasure on my
holy day; and call the Sab-
bath a delight, the holy of
the Lord, honourable; and
shalt honour him, not do-
ing thine own ways, nor
finding thine own pleasure,
nor speaking thine own
words: Then shalt thou de-
light thyself in the Lord;
and I will cause thee to ride
upon the high places of the
earth, and feed thee with the
heritage of Jacob thy father:
for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it” (Isaiah
58:13-14).

Some people, on entering

DECEMBER
-230-




Zion's Advocate

the business world, focus on
what they can gain materially,
or purchase for themselves
what they see as their dreams.
These include expensive cars,
homes, the beaches of the world,
etc. Yet few emphasize the fur-
therance of the gospel of Christ
to the nations of the world. Few
are concerned with the millions
who know not God and for
which we are commanded to
pray and fast. Few dedicate
such wealth for the glory and
work of God. Paul Harvey re-
cently mentioned one well
known billionaire who, in just
the past 12 months, doubled his
wealth from $45 billion to $90
billion. Broken down, that
equals to an increase of approxi-
mately $125 million for every
day of the previous year. One
wonders how much good is truly
being accomplished with such
wealth for the benefit of man-
kind. One popular singer made
millions, and among other
things provided for himself 35
expensive new cars. These sto-
ries can be multiplied many
times over. Yet the scriptures
say,

“If any man teach other-
wise, and consent not to
wholesome words, even the
words of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and to the docirine
which is according to godli-
ness, He is proud, knowing
nothing, but doting about
questions and strifes of
words, whereof cometh
envy, strife, railings, evil
surmisings, Perverse dis-
putings of men of corrupt
minds, and destitute of the

truth, supposing that gain
is godliness: from such
withdraw thyself. But god-
liness with contentment is
great gain.

“For we brought nothing
into this world, and it is
certain we can carry noth-
ing out. And having food
and raiment let us be there-
with content. But they that
will be rich fall into tempta-
tion and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in
destruction and perdition.
For the love of money is the
root of all evil: which while
some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves
through with many sor-
rows. But thou, O man of
God, flee these things; and
follow after righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, pa-
tience, meekness...

“Charge them that are
rich in this world, that they
be not highminded, nor
trust in uncertain riches,
but in the living God, who
giveth us richly all things to
enjoy, That they do good,
that they be rich in good
works, ready to distribute,
willing to communicate;
Laying up in store for them-
selves a good foundation
against the time to come,
that they may lay hold on
eternal life” (1 Timothy 6:3-
11, 17-19).

“But whoso hath this
world’s good, and seeth his
brother have need, and

shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in
him?” (1 John 3:17).

Solomon, who had this
world’s goods and every possi-
ble thing that life could offer,
said, vanity of vanities, all is
vanity. It is evident, then, that
wealth alone does not bring con-
tentment nor happiness.
Rather, Christ has instructed us
as follows: Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word
which proceedeth from the
mouth of God.

Of Babylon the Lord
said: “And I heard another
voice from heaven, saying,
Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of
her sins, and that ye receive
not of her plagues” (Revela-
tion 18:4). Again, “Flee out
of the midst of Babylon, and
deliver every man his soul;
be not cut off in heriniquity;
for this is the time of the
LORD’s vengeance; he will
render unto her a recom-
pense (Jeremiah 51:6).

Do we desire to reside in
Zion? This question is asked:

“LORD, who shall abide
in thy tabernacle? who
shall dwell in thy holy
hill?” (Psalm 15:1). Then
he gives answer by saying:
“He that walketh uprightly,
and worketh righteousness,
and speaketh the truth in
his heart. He that back-
biteth not with his tongue,
nor doeth evil to his neigh-
bour, nor taketh up a re-
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proach against his neigh-
bour. In whose eyes a vile
person is contemned; but he
honoureth them that fear
the LORD. He that
sweareth to his own hurt,
and changeth not. He that
putteth not out his money to
usury, nor taketh reward
against the innocent. He
that doeth these things
shall never be moved”
(Psalm 15:2-5).

Again: “Who shall as-
cend into the hill of the
LORD? or who shall stand
in his holy place? He that
hath clean hands, and a
pure heart; who hath not
lifted up his soul unto van-
ity, nor sworn decettfully.
He shall receive the blessing
from the LORD, and right-
eousness from the God of
his salvation” (Psalm 24:3-
5).

Finally we have this
word: “The sinners in Zion
are afraid; fearfulness hath
surprised the hypocrites”
(Isaiah 33:14). Then he
asks the question: “Who
among us shall dwell with
the devouring fire? who
among us shall dwell with
everlasting burnings?”
(Isaiah 33:14). The answer
given is: “He that walketh
righteously, and speaketh
uprightly; he that despiseth
the gain of oppressions, that
shaketh his hands from
holding of bribes, that stop-
peth his ears from hearing
of blood, and shutteth his
eyes from seeing evil”

(Isaiah 33:15). If he does
these things, “He shall
dwell on high: his place of
defence shall be the muni-
tions of rocks: bread shall
be given him, his waters
shall be sure. Thine eyes
shall see the king in his
beauty...” (Isaiah 33:16-
17).

One of the criteria is that
one stops his ears from hearing
ofblood, and shuts hiseyes from
seeing evil. In light of this, what
of television, movies, maga-
zines, the internet, computer
games, etc.? What about the
violence, sex, and all manner of
wickedness that we see por-
trayed everyday in those medi-
ums? Do we watch them? Do
we passively acquiesce with the
world’s entertainment and ex-
cuse ourselves for any indul-
gence in them? How much are
we addicted to the world as com-
pared to our seeking the king-
dom of heaven, the salvation of
those who know not God, and
the redemption of Zion? Is all
well in Zion? If not, then what
is our responsibility? Alma and
Ammon could not even bear the
thought of one soul perishing in
hell. They had a divine mission
and dedicated their entire lives
to the work of the gospel. They
could not rest. Their entire
focus was set on the kingdom of
heaven, not on the things of the
world. They had great zeal for
the Lord. As for us, where are
our hearts, or on what are our
hearts set? What do we dwell on
from day to day and from year
to year? What do we think
about or what do we desire most

or set our priorities on?

“Then they that feared
the Lord spake often one to
another: and the Lord
hearkened, and heard it,
and a book of remembrance
was written before him for
them that feared the Lord,
and that thought upon his
name. And they shall be
mine, saith the Lord of
hosts, in that day when I
make up my jewels;, and I
will spare them, as a man
spareth his own son that
serveth him. Then shall ye
return, and discern between
the righteous and the
wicked, between him that
serveth God and him that
serveth him not” (Malachi
3:16-18).

Moses also made the
choice between good and
evil. We read: “By faith
Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter; Choosing rather
to suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy
the pleasures of sin for a
season, Esteeming the re-
proach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in
Egypt: for he had respect
unto the recompence of the
reward” (Hebrews 11:24-
26).

Moses realized that the
eternal reward was of far
greater value than the pleasures
of sin for a season. The true joy
comes through serving the
Lord. The psalmist expressed it
this way:
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“Thou wilt shew me the
path of life: in thy presence
is fulness of joy; at thy right
hand there are pleasures for
evermore” (Psalm 16:11).

These pleasures will be
everlasting. But the pleasures
of the flesh can only reap for us
corruption.

Though there may be pleas-
ures 1n sin, these are at best
transient, and never bring hap-
piness. And so we are told, “Be-
hold, I say unto you, Wickedness
never was happiness” (Alma
19:74). Again, “Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).

My father once told me of a
man who inherited a great for-
tune. On his father’s death, he
said to himself, “Now here’s to
pleasure.” And so he spent his
life in riotous living, partaking
of every worldly pleasure. Yet
he soon learned, as Solomon
also learned, that all was vanity.
His was a most unhappy lot, so
much so that he found life not
worth living, and so he commit-
ted suicide, for he had discov-
ered too late that money could
not and does not bring happi-
ness. The one thing that could
bring happiness he had not
sought, his Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ.

This brings us to priori-
ties. “But they that will be
rich fall into temptation
and a snare, and into many
foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in de-
struction and perdition” (1
Timothy 6:9).

But if we seek first the
kingdom of heaven, all these
things will be added unto us.
This is what is meant by the
scripture in Jacob:

“Think of your brethren,
like unto yourselves, and be
familiar with all, and free
with your substance, that
they may be rich like unto
you. But before ye seek for
riches, seek ye for the king-
dom of God. And after ye
have obtained a hope in
Christ, ye shall obtain
riches, if ye seek them; and
ye will seek them, for the
intent to do good; to clothe
the naked, and to feed the
hungry, and to liberate the
captive, and administer re-
lief to the sick, and the af-
flicted” (Jacob 2:22-24).

This is the sole reason for
seeking for riches. It is not to
consume them upon our own
lusts or desires for possessions,
more than is needful. Other-
wise the admonition is:

“...Seek not after riches,
nor the vain things of this
world; for behold, you can
not carry them with you”
(Alma 19:20).

This was Alma’s admoni-
tion to his youngest son, whose
charge was the ministry. Yet the
Lord does bless his people with
riches but those who are so
blessed must be careful.

“And the hand of provi-
dence hath smiled upon you
most pleasingly, that you
have obtained many riches;
And because some of you

have obtained more abun-
dantly than that of your
brethren, ye are lifted up in
the pride of your hearts,
and wear stiff necks, and
high heads, because of the
costliness of your apparel,
and persecute your breth-
ren, because ye suppose that
ye are better than they” (Ja-
cob 2:15-16). And again,
“...They did not set their
hearts upon riches; there-
fore they were liberal to all,
both old and young, both
bond and free, both male
and female, whether out of
the church or in the church,
having no respect to persons
as to those who stood in
need” (Alma 1:46). But the
danger is always there if
one is not careful. “But
they grew proud, being
lifted up in their hearts, be-
cause of their exceeding
great riches; therefore they
grew rich in their own eyes,
and would not give heed to
their words, to walk up-
rightly before God” (Alma
21:28).

The thing that charac-
terized the saints of old were
that they were of one heart and
one mind and their eyes were
single to the glory of God. On
the other hand the scripture
says, “A double minded man is
unstablein all hisways” (James
1:8). But these ran a strait
course and persevered until the
end of their lives.

sttty
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Keep the Commandments of God,

(nd 557 %fof Toulle

By Elder Don Hitt

e all know that the
commandments Je-
sus spoke on the ser-
mon on the mount
are the ones we need to be con-
cerned about keeping. Most of
the evil organizations in the
world cannot exist if people
keep the sayings of Jesus.
Keeping the commandments
will keep you out of most
trouble and deliver you out of all
trouble. Many of the rules and
laws in the world need not be of
a concern to you, because you
are an honorable person. How-
ever, if the laws of a nation are
against the teachings of Christ
you may be in a heap of trouble.

There are so many com-
mandments in the Bible that I
used to get discouraged because
I couldn’t remember them all
and didn’t know which ones
were still in effect. But Jesus
said in 3 Ne. 5:68: “For verily I
say unto you, that except ye shall
keep my commandments, which
I have commanded you at this
time ye shallin no case enter into
the kingdom of heaven.” So for
right now I think you need to

concentrate on the “red let-
ters;” they are for your life. Ro-
mans 8:2 says, “For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law
of sin and death.” The Law of
Sin and Death is kind of like if
you do something wrong you
pay the price. The Law of the
Spirit of Life is like you take
care of it in your heart before
you do it, and there is no price
to pay. If you speed and get
caught, you pay the judge. If
you never exceed the limit you
never pay anything. When my
boys were small they would al-
ways say “Dad! There’s a cop.”
I would always say “I don’t care.
I’'m not doing anything wrong.”

The Law of Christ is a
“heart thing.”

Jer. 31:33: “But this shall
be the covenant that I will
make with the house of Is-
rael; After those days, saith
the LORD, Iwill put my law
in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and
will be their God, and they
shall be my people.”

Matt. 5:21: “Ye have
heard that it was said by
them of old time, Thou

shalt not kill; and whoso-
ever shall kill shall be in
danger of the judgment....”

It goes on to say that we
shouldn’t get angry with them,
or even call them a fool. There
are times when we get mad at
people, so what’s the deal? This
new covenant, this Law of the
Spirit of Life we have, gives us
the power to not let our anger
have control of our emotions, if
we choose to control our anger.
Romans 5:5: “... The love of God
is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost which is given
untous.” It says the same thing
as the reason for the two hun-
dred years of prosperity, love
and peace for everyone in the
Book of Mormon.

4 Ne. 1:17: “And it came
to pass that there was no
contention in the land, be-
cause of the love of God
which did dwell in the
hearts of the people.” 1Ne.
1:13: “And they did not
walk any more after the per-
formances and ordinances
of the Law of Moses, but
they did walk after the com-
mandments which they had
received from their Lord
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and their God, continuing
in fasting and prayer, and
in meeting together oft, both
to pray and to hear the word
of the Lord.”

You may be having a little
trouble with the love of God, or
charity, in your life, but it says
in I John 2:5: “But whoso
keepeth his word, in him vertly
is the love of God perfected:
hereby know we that we are in
him.” In this case “His word”
will include His command-
ments.

Here is another example of
how keeping the command-
ments will keep you out of
trouble:

3 Nephi 5:76: “Behold, it
is written by them of old
time, that thou shalt not
commit adultery, But I say
unto you, that whosoever

looketh on a woman to lust
after her, hath committed
adultery already in his
heart. Behold, I give you a
commandment, that ye suf-
fer none of these things to
enter into your heart; for it
is better that ye should deny
yourselves of these things,
wherein ye will take up your
cross, than that ye should be
cast into hell.”

How many of you that
when Jesus says “It is better”
believe that it is better? If you
don’t commit adultery it keeps
you out of a lot of trouble.
There are big organizations
able to reap huge profits be-
cause of pornography. If you, I
and every one kept the com-
mandments of God by not even
looking at it the profits would
not be reaped and the tempta-
tion of adultery would not enter

into our hearts.

At work I never have to be
concerned about the rules on
absenteeism. I never played the
game of trying to be off work as
much as I could and not getting
into trouble. So those rules did
not effect me. I never had to
learn the rules about the use of
tobacco, because I did not use it.
I don’t have to be concerned
about where the police are be-
cause I watch to see that I don’t
break the laws. That is the way
it should be with you.

Great evils are in the world,
but you don’t need to be con-
cerned about most of them, be-
cause if you keep the
commandments most of them
will not effect you. The choice
is up to you.

o R

A TRUE VOCATION IS DIFFERENT FROM WORK,
WHICH IS JUST AN EXCHANGE OF LABOR FOR
MONEY. A VOCATION IS SOMETHING YOU FEEL
COMPELLED TO DO, ORAT LEAST SOMETHING THAT
FILLS YOU WITH A SENSE OF MEANING. IT IS, ABOVE
ALL ELSE, SOMETHING THAT LETS YOU LOVE.

“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy
of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness,
with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” Ephesians 4:1-4.
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Shete K Smething
Iy T Hme

Apostle Roland L. Sarratt
General Church Historian
for the Church of Christ

April 6, 1830, in Fayette
ownship, Seneca
County, New York, six
men met and organized a
church according to the laws of
the state of New York. A brief
account of that event was
written in June, 1830, in an
item titled, “THE ARTICLES
AND COVENANTS OF THE
CHURCH OF CHRIST.” The
first paragraph was written
thus:

“The rise of the Church
of Christ in these last days,
being one thousand eight
hundred and thirty years
since the coming of our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, in the flesh; it being
regularly organized and es-
tablished agreeable to the
laws of our country, by the
will and commandments of
God in the fourth month
and on the sixth day of the
month, which is called
April: Which command-
ments were given to
Joseph, who was called of
God and ordained an Apos-
tle of Jesus Christ, an Elder
of this church; and also to
Oliver, who was also called
of God an Apostle of Jesus
Christ, an Elder of this
church, and ordained un-
der his hand; and this ac-
cording to the grace of our
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, to whom be all glory
both now and forever.
Amen.”

The Church of Christ grew
and began to migrate west. On

August 3rd, 1831, the place for
the temple of the Lord was dedi-
cated and marked just west of
the town of Independence, Mis-
souri, according to instructions
given by revelation. A printing
press was purchased, and in
June of 1832 the first issue of
“The Evening and Morning
Star” was printed by the
Church of Christ, its first offi-
cial paper. It made public its
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name and certain particulars of
the church on the front page by
printing “The Articles and
Covenants of the Church of
Christ.” In 1833 a compilation
of revelations were printed with
this title: “A Book of Command-
ments for the government of the
Church of Christ organized ac-
cording to law, on the 6th of
April, 1830.”

In 1833 the members of the
Church of Christ were driven
out of Independence by mob ac-
tion. They established a com-
munity north of Independence,
which they called Far West.
Here they resided until 1839,
when they had to flee for their
lives into Illinois. During that
time the name of the church was
changed twice. On May 3, 1834,
an action was made that the
church be known hereafter by
the name of “The Church of the
Latter Day Saints.” A second
compilation of revelations was
printed in Kirtland, Ohio, in
1835, with this title: “Doctrine
and Covenants of the Church of
the Latter Day Saints.” On
April 26, 1838, a revelation was
given referencing the church by
the name of “The Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter Day
Saints,” indicating another
change in the name.

For the next five years the
church continued with its head-
quarters in Nauvoo, Illinois. At
the hands of a mob Joseph
Smith, Jr. and his brother,
Hyrum, were martyred on June
27, 1844, at the Carthage, Illi-
nois, jail where they were being
held. As a result of this violent
act the church began to split up

into various factions, with the
majority of the members leav-
ing Nauvoo within a few years.

A number of church mem-
bers had taken refuge in Wood-
ford County, Illinois, and
Vermillion, Indiana, when they
were driven from Missouri and
had established several local
churches. They remained faith-
ful to the church after Joseph
Smith’s death, but found reason
to remain separate from the
other factions. Although they
did not make a formal action to
change the name back to the
original name, they discontin-
ued to use the name, The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, and began touse the
name, Church of Christ, as it
was given in 1830. This is in
accord with the words of Christ
in the Book of Mormon:

“Therefore, whatsoever
ye shall do, ye shall do it in
my name; therefore ye shall
call the church in my name;
...if it be called in the name
of a man, then it be the
church of a man; but if it be
called in my name, then it
is my church, if it so be that
they are built upon my gos-
pel.”

In response to a revelation
given in 1864, the group in Illi-
nois and Indiana traveled by
caravan to Independence, Mis-
souri, in the winter of 1866/67,
and arrived in February, being
the first church members to re-
turn en masse since the expul-
sion in 1833. Their purpose was
to purchase the land which was
dedicated as the “spot” for the

temple of the Lord, and this
they did within the next several
years after they arrived. Al-
though an action was made by
another church to obtain that
property by lawsuit in 1891, the
Church of Christ, through great
sacrifice, was able to retain
ownership of the temple lots.

As heirs of this sacred land,
we, the Church of Christ of
1999, testify that the provi-
dence of God has been in our
favor, not because we are espe-
cially worthy, but because it was
the design and will of God that
this property be retained by this
people. We do believe that there
is something in a name, for the
name of the church when this
land was dedicated was the
Church of Christ. When the
temple lots were purchased in
the late 1860s and 1870s they
were purchased in the name of
the Church of Christ. We be-
lieve that the people who will
build the temple of the Lord on
that land will be known as the
Church of Christ.

—— .
Lo
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Elder Sam Gould

at there would be joy in our
hearts, in the hearts of
listeners, and in the heart of
God. There are a number of
excellent reasons for praying
out loud as given in the
scriptures of which I would
personally testify as being
worthy of our consideration.
First of all, we are to follow the
example of Jesus, “Wherefore,
do the things which I have told
you I have seen, that your Lord
and your Redeemer should do”
(2 Nephi 13:22).

Christ therefore set the ex-
ample for us, “And as I have
prayed among you, even so shall
ye pray in my church, among my
people who do repent and are
baptized in my name. Behold I
am the light; I have set an exam-
ple for you” (3 Nephi 8:48-49).

Now this practice might
not be seen as having value if it
weren’t for the example given of
those who heard Jesus praying
for them, “And no one can con-
ceive of the joy which filled our
souls at the time we heard him
pray for us unto the Father” (3
Nephi 8:10). Do you want to
have your heart filled with this
same joy?

Christ is the one who
makes this same intercession

for us with the Father today,
“Wherefore he is able also to
save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he
ever liveth to make intercession
for them” (Hebrews 7:24). How
wonderful it is to know that Je-
sus continues to pray to the Fa-
ther for us and also the Holy
Ghost. “Likewise the Spiritalso
helpeth our infirmities; for we
know not what we should pray
for as we ought; but the Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be
uttered” (Romans 8:26).

We take joy in hearing oth-
ers pray for us is a cardinal rule
or key to our understanding.
We pray from out of the great
desire in our hearts put there by
God, and are even given the
words to speak when uttering
mighty prayer vocally within
the Church of Christ for all to
take joy in as given in this exam-
ple.

that they should pray. And
behold they began to pray;
and they did pray unto Je-
sus, calling him their Lord
and their God. ... And it
came to pass, that when Je-
sus had thus prayed unto
the Father, he came unto his
disciples, and behold, they
did still continue, without
ceasing, to pray unto him;
and they did not multiply
many words, for it was
given unto them what they
should pray, and they were
filled with desire. ... And it
came to pass that he com-
manded the multitude that
they should cease to pray,
and also his disciples. And
he commanded them that
they should not cease to
prayintheir hearts. And he
commanded them that they
should arise and stand
upon their feet” 3 Nephi
9:17-19, 24-27, 37-39.

“And it came to pass that
he spake unto the multi-
tude, and commanded
them that they should kneel
down again upon the earth,
and also that his disciples
should kneel down upon the
earth. And it came to pass
that when they had all knelt
down upon the earth, he
commanded his disciples

This honoring of the com-
mands of God caused great joy
in the heart of Jesus as given:

“And it came to pass that
Jesus beheld them, as they
did pray unto him, and his
countenance did smile
upon them, and the light of
his countenance did shine
upon them, and behold they
were as white as the counte-
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nance, and also the gar-
ments of Jesus; And behold
the whiteness thereof did
exceed all the whiteness,
yea, even there could be
nothing upon the earth so
white as the whiteness
thereof. And Jesus said
unto them, Pray on; never-
theless they did not cease to
pray” (3 Nephi 9:25-27).

Doesn’t this account just
make you yearn in your heart
and soul to be a part of God’s
will in this way? He also com-
manded them to pray in their
families so that their family and
church members could take
hold of this joy:

“Pray in your families
unto the Father, always in
my name, that your wives
and your children may be
blessed. And behold, ye
shall meet together oft, and
ye shall not forbid any man
from coming unto you when
ye shall meet together, but
suffer them that they may
come unto you, and forbid
them not; But ye shall pray
for them, and shall not cast
them out; and if it so be that
they come unto you oft, ye
shall pray for them unto the
Father, in my name; there-
fore hold up your light that
it may shine unto the world.
Behold I am the light which
ye shall hold up — that
which ye have seen me do”
(3 Nephi 8:52-55).

The seventeenth chapter of
John is a wonderful prayer re-
corded of Jesus in His ministry.
What a choice gem just to read.

How I wish I could have been
there to hear it in person, don’t
you? Nephi prayed aloud in the
market place that the light of
Christ might be held in the
prominence it is truly due with
just amazing results.

“Therefore Nephi had
bowed himself upon the
tower which was in his gar-
den, which tower was also
near unto the garden gate
which led by the highway.
And it came to pass that
there were certain men
passing by, and saw Nephi
as he was pouring out his
soul unto God upon the
tower, and they ran and told
the people what they had
seen, and the people came
together in multitudes that
they might know the cause
of so great mourning for the
wickedness of the people”
(Helaman 3:11-12).

What a blessing Nephi re-
ceived at the conclusion of that
episode:

“And now because thou
has done this with such un-
wearyingness, behold, 1
will bless thee for ever; and
I will make thee mighty in
word and in deed, in faith
and in works; yea, even that
all things shall be done
unto thee according to thy
word, for thou shalt not ask
that which is contrary to my
will” (Helaman 3:117).

In this latter day work, Je-
sus has also given commands
that carry exceeding great joy
and blessing if harkened unto.

“And this shall be the
duty of the Priest. He shall
kneel down and the mem-
bers of the church shall
kneel down also; which
church shall be called the
Church of Christ, and he
shall pray to the Father in
my name for the church
and if it so be that it be built
upon my rock, I will bless
it” (Revelation given to
Oliver Cowdry in May
1829). “And again; I com-
mand you, that thou shalt
pray vocally as well as to
thyself, yea, before the
world as well as in secret; in
public as well as in private”
(Book of Commandments
16:28-29). “Behold I mani-
fest unto you by these
words, that you must take
up your cross, in the which
ye must pray vocally before
the world as well as in se-
cret, and in your family, and
among your friends and in
all places” (Book of Com-
mandments 21:1).

I believe that there are so
many wonderful reasons to pray
aloud that Jesus has delivered
to us in the past that I, for one,
am willing to pray aloud and to
myself because it is com-
manded. It is attached to joy
and consolation and it brings
blessing to me to be heard, if
offered to God out of the great
desires of a humble spirit, bro-
ken and contrite, directed by
God. What a wonderfully pre-
cious gift the avenue of prayer
is to us.

e T
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PATHLIGHTS -

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

thought [ should add

my testimony about the
poem I was able to give

at the Phoenix Reunion.
The last evening | was try-
ing to finish the poem it just
wasn't coming all togeither,
So the next morning on my
way to work I was still work-
ing on it. | was trying to
end it with everything
pointing to Christ with the
verse Can you imagine the
joy on His face?” when the
words came to me, ‘And
your joy, it is Amazing
Grace.” At the same time
His Spirit filled me with
great joy, and I knew the
grace the saints would re-

I was filled with

something S0 SpeciaL that

JOYr
unaware; these things are

ceive.
the WorM outside was

hid from the wise and unbe-
iieving. My testimony is
this, if you want to know
ecstasy, get to know Christ;

you know how: communi-

TESTIMONY of the POEM

cate with Him, be His
friend, let Him be yours.
Ecstasy is what came to my

1£ you

mind at reunion.

PATHLIGHTS

look it up in the dictionary
it says, ‘a sense of uphﬂ"ing
and joy£u1ness and in-
creased well }Jeing, to be in
a state of rapture, over-
jOy@d&.’ How ﬁ%ting Also as
[ was reading the poem at

reunion, when | read the

verse ‘The country beloved
is under a’t’caclz,y [ was over-
come }Dy the spirit with a
The

Lord is Ie’c’cing us know His

sense of great grief.

sorrow for the condition of
our great country. | am in
awe of God who gives such
words and lznow]edge unto
men. This poem has given
me hope for all the children
of IsraeL and all the broth-
ers and sisters of our Lord
Jesus Christ who is omnipo-
tent. As we await the day to
see the joy on His face;
brothers be brave. May your
hohdays be well spent as the
millennium draws near;
may the peace of Christ be

OUI‘S!

Love to a//,
Kafifzg C/oycz
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PATHLIGHTS , i | | )

HO0FEEAT OF AMERICA

Listen! Can't you hear it? Quickly, put your ear to the ground.
It is alive, rumbling, getting louder, rolling closer;
It is a frightful sound.

The country beloved is under atrack,
Greed and arrogance have broken her back.
Oh, what a pitiful sight as the Master looks down,
On the Chosen land that will bear His crown,
Plead your cause now, will ye deny iv?
Lying, whoremongers, killing, lust, selfish desires,
Come now, gather the filth that belongs in the pit.
Man thought he created his own devices,
Connected the world now here comes trouble.
The enemy’s plan is nearly compiete
He works undercover, his name is renowned,

In circles of darkness where evil abounds.
Trouble has a name, it is Devil.

So here we are facing the wave,

Of sin and corruption, Brothers be Brave.

He draws our hearts by the sights and sounds
Of his grand delusion,

Trapping men’s souls till the world’s conclusion.
Knowing the scripture, the time is so short,
He tempts us with pleasures of every sort.
An}thmg to take up our time,

Keep us busy, and keep God out of our mind.
To come to battle is heavy to the heart,

But with the end thereof, comes a new start.
The Master has said, we'll stand rogether,

At the end of this war, in peace torever.

My ear was drawn again to the sound,

Of loud and many, coming over the rise.

A heavenly host, America bound,

To strengthen the righteous, before their demise.
He is their Savior, and always has been,

He’s had enough, away with sin.

His Heavenly gifts will open to view,

Who will see them, only the few.

So here we are, in this time, this place,
Chosen to stand for the trurh, and the Christ.
Whar an honor to stand with the Savior of men,
You know He helped us endure to the end.
Can you imagine, the joy on His face?

And your joy, it 1s, Amazing Grace.

~Kathy Cloyd~
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PATHLIGHTS

ne Christmas we had

an interesting expenri-

ence that J would like
to share. ‘}”faif\may H/\y‘omgh
December we were d oing the
v‘at}ujar evening %h%ngs when
there was a knock atthe doow.
We ope,ned it to fjivu:f a small
pciu‘i{c;xg;e with a ?oeal./difug Cce-
ramic lamb We
looked ot the calendar and
realized that the 12
Christmas were begimﬁ.ing!?
We waited excitedly for the

. s » ! i
next mgix\f S surprise and only

inside.

days of

Hen, with the 95‘7{1‘ ow‘[ o match-
. H i .
ing sixxephe,rcj, did we realize
that the lamb was par% of a
nativity set,

Cach night we grew

L e

more excited to see what

piece we would receive.
Cach was exquisi%e]y beauti-
ful.  The kids kept trying to
catch the givers as we Siowly
built the scene at the manger
and betgjan to focus on
Christ’s birth,

On Christmas Gve, all

the pieces were in piace but

the baby Jesus. My 12-
yeav‘-o!d son y‘ea”y wanted to
catch our bene{acfors and
ioegah to devise all kinds of
ways to trap them. He ate his
dinner in the mini-van watch-
ng and waiting, but no one
came.

Finally we called him into
go H\v‘ough our vfamiiy's
Christmas Cve traditions.
But ’oeforez the kids went to
bed we checked the {mm
No Baby Jesus!

We begcm to worry that

ste P

My son had scared them oﬁ[,
M}j husband Sugge&sw‘ed that
maybe ’rhey dro 3peid the Je-
sus and there wouldn’t be
amy%himg coming. Somehow
Some%hing was missing that
Christmas Gve. There was a
feeling that things weren’t
c:omp!e:?e. The kids went to
bed and J put out Christmas,
but befowe J went to bed J
again checked to see i)( the
TJesus had come—no, the
doors’rep was emphy,

Jn our fami])j the kids can

open their sfockihgs when
Hf\e.y want to, but ?L\ey have to
wait to open any presents un-
il Dad wakes up. So one by
one iif\ey woke up very ear?y
and J also woke up to watch

H/\e, [

opened their stockine s, each
P J

Gven L’)efoy‘e a‘lf\ey
child checked to see i}( per-
L\ap:% crs’uwing the niglf\% the
bab}j Jesus had come. Miss-
ing that piece of the set
seemed to have an odd e/ﬁ[ec*r.
Atleast it cl/\cmgea' my focus.
J knew there were presents
under the tree fov‘ me and J
was excited to watch the chil-
dren open their 953‘95, but {i psit
on my mind was the feg»z?ivxg of
waiting {O}" the ceramic Christ
Child.

We had opened just
about all of the presents when
one of the children found one
wmore for me buried deep be-
neath the limbs of the tree.
He handed me a small pactkw
age {Vom my formew visiting
This

sister was somewhat less ac-

&eaclf\mg companion.

DECEMBER
242-



Zion's Advocate

tive in the church. Jhad been
her visiting teacher foy‘ a cou-
ple of years and then, when
she was asked to be a visiting
teacher, she reques%ed to go
with me. J had learned over
Hime %’if\ezy didn't have much foy‘
Christmas, so that their focus
was the children. Jt sounded
like she didn't get many g}iﬁs
to open, so J had aiways

given her a small pack—

age—new dish towels, the
next year’s Relief Society
lesson manual—not mw:l/\, but
SOVY\E{Jflf\iV\g foy‘ her to open. J
was touched when at Church
on the day before Christmas,
she had given me this small
package, saying it was just a
token of her love and appre-
ciation.

As T took oﬁC the bow, J

remembered my friendsb\i P

with her and was fi”ecf with
graﬁfuc?e, for &nowing her and
for her kindness and sacrifice
in this year giving me a giﬁ.
But as the paper fe” away, J
{Degah to tremble and cry.
There in the small brown box
was the baby Jesus. He had
come!

J realized on that Christ-
mas Day that Christ will come
into our lives in ways that we
The spirit of

Christ comes into our hearts

don't expect.

as we serve one another. We
had waited and watched for
him o come, expecting the
dramatic “knock at the door
and scurrying of feet” but he
came in a small, simpie pack—
age that repwesemed service,
fv‘&—:nc}si\ip, gr‘aa‘i%ude, and

iove.

This ex perience +augim‘

me that the %evginmng of the
true spirit of Christmas comes
as we open our hearts and
acﬁvely focus on the Savior.
But we will most ?ike!y find
him in the small and simpk—z
acts of love, friendship and
service that we give to each
other.  This Christmas J
want o fee.i again the joy of
knowivxg that Christ is in our
J want to focus on
More
than that J want to open my
heart to Him all year that J

may see him again.

l”\OW‘\é-

Ioving and Servihg.

Received via e-mail by
TJanice Welch; submitted %’Y
the CCEG.
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AvA, MISSOURI

he Ava bunch has been moving

and re-moving in August. The
Jason Smith family moved to Colum-
bia. Shana and Jeremy Kelly and
family moved to Phoenix. Cathyand
Vince Latona moved to Springfield.

It's been a2 month of the big
trucks as well. Bobby and Cindy
Riley moved household goods for
their daughter and her family to
Phoenix.

Danny and Dorothy Brech, with
Dallas, traveled to Dolly’s graduation
from basic training. When Danny
asked for time off to go to South
Carolina for the graduation, his boss
suggested they could find a load for
him to take there and another for
him to bring back. So they made the
trip, high and mighty, in the live-in
cab of an 18-wheeler.

Wesley Burgin was involved in a
two-vehicle accident. A pickup
crossed the center line and struck
the Peterbilt he was driving nearly
head-on. Wes was not injured but
the other driver and his little boy
were airlifted to Springfield.

A group of us met at Les and
Barbara Burgin’s, but there weren’t
as many as usual because of end-of-
summer activities. A bigger bunch
met for breakfast in Ava. A few of us
attended the Missouri Reunion ear-
lier in the month, and even had our
own little Ava reunion at the end of

one of the dining room tables.

Jared Burgin was by to visit his
grandparents before school started.

With more than our share of
teachers, school is one of the main
interests, especially in September.
This year, though, that was rivaled by
a milestone event. Jim and Sharon
Smith’s son, Danny, and his bride,
Stacey, were married on September
18th. Bro. Joe Smith performed the
ceremony in the community center
at Ava. Welcoming a chance to visit,
several of the Ava bunch met for
lunch in town before the wedding.
Sue Smith was unable to attend be-
cause her brother and sisters and
she were having a family reunion
that week.

Bro. Mike McGhee was down to
meet with members and serve the
Sacrament early in September. Bro.
Roland Sarratt came down in Octo-
ber. The visiting ministry also bring
an opportunity for discussion of
whatever questions and concerns
are brought before them.

The Darlington family was hit
hard during the first part of October.
Earl was taken to the hospital emer-
gency room for blood-clots. The
medicine he was given required
close supervision, so he was re-
leased to a nursing home. A day or
so later he had to return to the emer-
gency room. He was treated and

released. About a week later he was
again taken to the hospital, this time
with pneumonia and kidney failure.
If Earl hadn’t been an old Montana
cowboy, tough as whang leather, he
wouldn’t have made it. Even then it
was a close call. Brothers Joe Smith
and Roland Sarratt administered to
him. Later, Bro. Earl Darlington
died on November 4, 1999, at the age
of 86.

Dorothy Brech went in for sur-
gery, She is at home again now,
thankful that there was no cancer.
Dorothy teaches “at risk” kids and
needs all the strength she can gain.

Lorraine Welton and Amy
Schrader were down from Inde-
pendence one weekend in Novem-
ber, and part of the group met with
them in town for breakfast. A group
met on another Saturday for break-
fast, and then there was a dinner
meeting as well. The breakfasts are
handy because those who work dur-
ing the day can sometimes meet
early. The dinners are nice because
we can put our elbows on the table
and visit and laugh and talk serious
business for three or four hours.

Reported by Ella Engle
AVA
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COWGILL, MISSOURI

Count your many blessings,
name them one by one. Count

your many blessings see what God
hath done. At this Thanksgiving
time we certainly should count our
many blessings.

We have had a bountiful crop
this vear on the farm. Most of us at
the Cowgill local are in reasonably
good health, which we are very
thankful for.

This has been the most beauti-
ful October and November I can re-
member—wonderful for the fall
harvest!

We have enjoyed several visitors
this summer and fall and appreciate
every one of them. Yesterday, No-
vember 28, Irene and Leslie Case
were here for preaching and
Thanksgiving dinner. As usual,
Leslie preached a wonderful sermon
on the thanks we give to God ever
day.

Sr. Lois Harris attended the
Colorado Reunion June 11, 12 and
13. After the reunion she went to the
home of her sister Mildred Hooker
and visited for two months. When
she came home she decided to move
from her Cowgill home to Inde-
pendence to be closer to her family,
She has been coming back to her
home in Cowgill every weekend to
teach her junior class. We miss her
being at Cowgill, but wish her well in

her new home; she is a pillar at our
church.

Later in June, Lisa Wratt and
her sons Ian and David flew to Ore-
gon for a visit with her family; Trevor
Wratt and the boys flew to New Zea-
land for a visit with his family. They
all made it back safe and sound,
something else to be thankful for,
flying being what it is now days.

Gerald and Wilma Bryant cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary in June. Their daughters Nancy
Swofford, Karen Claypole, and
Donna Sprouse and families held
open house for them at the Linn’s
building at Cowgill. Several from In-
dependence enjoyed this wonderful
day, as well as a host of friends and
relatives from the community. All
expressed best wishes for them.
Bro. Gerald especially enjoyed the
day; he loves to visit with people!

At the Sacrament Service No-
vember 7, Bro. Trevor Wratt was or-
dained an elder in the church by
Bro. Loren Bryant, assisted by Bro.
Gerald. Now we have a new speaker.
Trevor is a wonderful Sunday School
teacher; we are happy for him and
wish him well.

We are happy to have Patricia
and Marvin Fleming and boys visit-
ing once in awhile.

Loren and John Bryant Joshua
and Joey are flying this weekend to

Tennessee to visit his sister Marcia
and Dick Christian and family. We
pray for them a safe and trouble-free
trip.

It doesn’t seem like Christmas
time, with all this nice warm
weather, but we wish every one 2
Blessed Christmas season.

Until next time, God Bless~
Elizabeth Crist
Reporter

e e
. o
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EAST INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI

¥ eason’s Greetings from the East

Independence Local!

We have enjoved such beautiful
weather this year! Our only possible
regret is that we didn’t have a white
Christmas.

We had two Christmas pro-
grams this vear. The first, held the
Sunday before Christmas, helped
put us in a good spirit for the holi-
days. This was our Sunday School
Christmas Program, and it included
many wonderful offerings, including
a Nativity play performed by the teen
class, and directed by their teacher,
Elder Steve McGhee.

The second Christmas program
was held the Sunday following
Christmas, which allowed us to con-
tinue to enjoy the spirit of the sea-
son. This program told the story of
the birth of Christ in scripture and
song. The songs were provided by
the new East Local Choir, numbering
13, directed by Gerald Cox. Two
members of the choir, Sr. June Sar-
rattand Bro. Jim Gordon, sangsolos.
Kim Yates from Phoenix, Arizona,
also sang a solo, with accompani-
ment from Sr. June Sarratt and the
choir. She graciously filled in at a
moment’s notice for a choir mem-
ber who's voice gave out the week of
the performance.

The Christmas programs were
a blessing to all. Tt is so good to see

such willing participation from all
ages.

We are pleased to welcome
Gary Adams as a member of our
local. He was baptized November
14th, 1999, by Elder Robert Old-
ham, with the confirmation given by
Apostle Michael McGhee. We are
saddened by the fact that Gary is
battling cancer. Our prayers are that
he might have a complete healing.

Our sister Elizabeth Smith was
married on December 20, 1999, to
Matt Gahner on the island of St.
Thomas, where she is working as a
registered nurse. We wish them
well, and would ask an interest in
your prayers for them as they begin
their life together.

Our local has been very blessed
these past few months by some ex-
ceptional sermons, by our own min-
istry, as well as by visiting ministry. I
have quite a few thoughts gleaned
from some of these sermons which
I would like to share with you:

® The purpose of life is probation
and preparation for life eternal.

® You are in the right place if you
are determined to be a prisoner
of the Lord.

B Following the commandments
helps build the attitude of loving
and giving.

® /1 any task that comes before us

we must not be unduly
discouraged.

® The easy time fo get evil out of
your life is when it is first
introduced.

® The scriptures should guide you
through your bad times, give you
strength.

® [fwe follow the words and works
of Jesus Christ to the end we will
be saved.
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Earl S. Darlington

June 18, 1913 ~November 4, 1999

1 i ™y
Harold and Dorothy

T
Plarhimyion

3

~lenm BManrana
CLson, ViGnuandg,

union five chi

1
hildren were born.

Farl was preceded m death
his wife, his parents, rhree brothers
and one sister.

Survivors include: two sons:
Clyde Darlington and Joey Dar-
lington of Ava, Missouri; three
daughters: Cindy Riley of Ava, Mis-
souri, Catherine Emery of Vanzant,
Missouri, and Dorothy Brech of Ava,
Missouri; ten grandchildren; three

reat-grandsons; two sisters: Lorene

G

ohnson of Pableo, Montana and Lois

—

5

husband were 1n from Chicago, and
there were a couple dozen other rela-
tives. The chapel was well filled with
friends of all ages. Two brothers-in-
law and six grandsons walked the last
little way with him as escorts of his
casket.

A collection of snapshots had
been arranged on a stand at the head
of his casket. There was Earl, stand-
ing tall and proud with Myrle on their
wedding day, another of him clown-
ing around with kids on the creek

H ! USRS J R A
DaAnK, worsing on norscl

» the pi@;:i&, 1o be taker
wme, they gave the remamning roses
and some plants to aunts and uncles
and cousins and close friends. People
stood around visiting, holding their
flowers. They moved from one group
1o another, to talk and cry, and even
to laugh a bit, and carried the flowers
with them. Earl’s family and friends,
and Earl’s flowers, amoving bouquet.

Ella E:zgz’e

- e
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion's Advocate by sending us your new
address immediately. Each undeliverable Zion's Advocate costs the
church more than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to
regular postage.

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 2000 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the
Church of Christ will commence Sunday, April 2. The business
sessions will start at 8:00 A.M. Monday, April 3. A Solemn Assembly
will be held prior to the conference, on March 31 & April 1. All
services will be held on the Temple Lot.

The 2000 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the
Church of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
August 7, 8 and 9, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate Price Each'
Members {optional) .. ... .. .. . . $4.00
Non-Members .. ... .. ) o 4.00
Foreign.. ... .. .... o A, .. 4.50

Babylon's Fall and the Way of Escape . e ) 1.85

Book of Commandments (hard bound) ... ... .. . o 9.00

Book of Commandments {plastic bound) ... . e . 5.00

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed. . . ) 4,00

Book of Mormon {1908 Authorized Edition—Leather) 20.00

Bock of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—Cloth) | 18.00

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—Leather) ... 2400

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—>Missionary) . L 7.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A thardbound). ... ... ... .. . R 12.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A {softbound) . ...... ... ... ... . ... 500

Book of Mormon Concordance. . . . . . 8.00

Changing of the Revelations. .. .......... . R o050

Comprehensive Comparison of Changes 1o the Revelat;ons o 1.60

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor ... . ... Lo ... 4580

Outline History of the Church of Christ . . AP .. 985

Temple LotDeed. . ... ... ... . PN ¢}

What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God . .. .. R 2.50

Zion's Hymnal. .. . 12 00

TCo<f of maj mg will be added

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE™

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830

Apostasy from the New Testament Church

Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy

Book of Mormon, The {rach)

Brief Commentary: Book of Commandments & Doctrine and Covenants
Brief History of the Church of Chnst, A

Cnristian Sabbath is the Lord's Day, The

Concerning Marriage and Polygamy

Cost of Salvation, The

Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
Evidences of the Book of Mormon

First Presidency or First Aposties?

God's Purpose in Ameriea

Great Plan of Redemption, The

Is Marriage for Time and Eternity7—A Fallacy

Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem, The
Latter Day Apostasy

Latter Day Restoration, The

Listen, Hearken 1o Jesus Christ

Priesthopd-—Divine Authority

Principles of the Gospel—Baptism

Principles of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance

Principles of the Gospel—Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Elernal Judgement

Sermoneties on the Teachings of Jesus

Significant Corrections in the Book of Mormon

Synopsis, A (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon

Why? (Amplifies absence of a "First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord

*Note: Donations will be accepted 1o cover postage & printing costs
(Multiple copies avatlable: 6-30¢/100-85.85 plus postage)

Chureh of Christ

GENERAL HEADQUARTERS NONPROFIT ORG.
TEMPLE LOT U.S. POSTAGE
200 S. RIVER BLVD. PAID
P.O.BOX 472 INDEP., MO

INDEPENDENCE, MO 64051-0472
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PERMIT NO. 259

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS
The folliowing materials are available on loan to members of the
Church of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology
Committee:

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the
make of your projector Slide projectors and tape players are not
provided except in the independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona,
areas.

Allow adeguate advance time for handling and shipping, and for
your own preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee,
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472, independence, Missouri 64051-
0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed speéiﬁcaliy toward
American Indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and
1830.

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)—Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot.

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New
Testament and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron
Temple, 5621 Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 84136, Specify
which set is desired and the estimated length of time you expectto
use if.

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassetle tape write to Ron Temple, 5621 Logan
Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64136.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATER!ALS

Send orders for Sunday School materials to Darl Temple, 5621
Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 841368, All materials are free
of charge to members of the Church of Christ, except as noted.
Donations will be acceptad to cover postage.

Bible Stories to Grow By—52 Lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7

Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormon

Church History for Juniors—Inciudes a Teacher's Guide

Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10

Who Am {?7—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1 30t
individuals.
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