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this cause came [ unto this hour. Father,

glorily thy name.”

—John 12:23-24, 27.28
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LAW of CONSECRATION?

By Apostle Roland Sarratt

There are several questions
that pertain to the “law of
consecration” that need to be
asked and answered before the
above question can accurately
be answered. Research has
brought out some facts that will
help to answer the questions.

Where do we find the
term, “law of consecra-
= tion?”

The term “law of consecration”
(singular) is not found in the
Bible, Book of Mormon nor in
the revelations given through
Joseph Smith, Jr. The term

What is the

“laws of consecration” (plural)
1s found in one revelation given
through Joseph Smith, Jr., June
22,1834, at Fishing River, Mis-
souri. In part it reads,

Y. for it is my will that
these lands be purchased, and
after they are purchased that
my Saints should possess
them according to the laws of
consecration which 1 have
gwen...” (R.L.D.S. Doctrine &
Covenants Sec. 102:8b). This
revelation was not printed in
the 1835 edition of the Doc-
trine & Covenants.

In a revelation given to the
elders in Kirtland, Ohio, in Feb-
ruary, 1831, found in the Book
of Commandments chapter 44,
verses 26-32, 54-57, instruction
was given concerning the conse-
cration of properties:

“If thou lovest me, thou
shalt serve me and keep all my
commandments; and behold,
thou shalt consecrate all thy
properties, that which thou
hast unto me, with a covenant
and a deed which can not be
broken; and they shall be laid
before the bishop of my church,
and two of the elders, such as
he shall appoint and set apart
for that purpose.

“And it shall come to pass,

The term “law of
consecration”
(singular) is not found
in the Bible, Book of
Mormon nor in the
revelations given
through Joseph Smith,
Jr. The term “laws of
consecration” (plural)
is found in one
revelation given
through Joseph Smith,

that the bishop of my church,
after that he has received the
properties of my church, that
it can not be taken from the
church, he shall appoint every
man a steward over his own
property, or that which he has
received, inasmuch as is suffi-
cient for himself and family:

“And the residue shall be
kept to administer to him who
has not, that every man may
receive according as he stands
in need.

“And the residue shall be
kept in my storehouse, to ad-
ministertothe poor and needy,
as shall be appointed by the
elders of the church and the

bishop, and for the purpose of
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purchasing lands, and the
building up of the New Jeru-
salem, which is hereafter to be
revealed; that my covenant
people may be gathered in one,
in the day that I shall come to
my temple:

“And this I do for the salva-
tion of my people.

“And it shall come fo pass,
that he that sinneth and re-
penteth not shall be cast out,
and shall not receive again
that which he has consecrated
unto me:

“For it shall come to pass,
that which I spake by the
mouths of my prophets shall
be fulfilled, for I wiil conse-
crate the riches of the Gentiles,

unto my people which are of

the house of Israel.

“The priests and teachers,
shall have their stewardship
given them even as the mem-
bers; and the elders are to as-
sist the bishop in all things,
and he is to see that their fami-
lies are supported out of the
property which is consecrated
to the Lord, either a steward-
ship, or otherwise, as may be
thought best by the elders and
bishop.

“Thou shalt contract no
debts with the world, except
thow art commanded.

“And again, the elders and
bishop, shall counsel together,
and they shall do by the direc-
tion of the Spirit as it must
needs be necessary.

“There shall be as many ap-
pointed as must needs be nec-
essary to assist the bishop in
obtaining places for the breth-
ren from New York, that they

may be together as much as
can be, and as they are di-
rected by the Holy Spirit; and
every family shall have a
place, that they may live by
themselves. And every church
shall be organized in as close
bodies as they can be; and this
for a wise purpose: even so.
Amen.”

There was another revela-
tion given in May, 1831, to Ed-
ward Partridge, who had been
ordained bishop of the church in
February, 1831. This revelation

gives directions to the bishop of

the church on how to organize
and appoint unto the people
their portions according to the
laws given. For some reason
this revelation was not recorded
in the Book of Commandments,
but it was recorded in the Doc-
trine and Covenants:

“Hearken wunto me, saith
the Lord vour God, and I will
speak unto my servant Ed-
ward Partridge, and give unto
him directions: for it must
needs be that he receive direc-
tions how to organize this peo-
ple: for it must needs be that
they are organized wccording
to my laws, if otherwise they
will be cut off: wherefore let my
servant FEdward Partridge,
and those whom he has cho-
sen, in whom I am well
pleased, appoint unto this peo-
ple their portion, every man
equal according to their fami-
lies, according to their circum-
stances, and their wants and
needs; and let my servant Ed-
ward Pariridge, when he shall
appoint a man his portion,
give unto him a writing that
shall secure unto him his por-

tion, that he shall hold it,
even this right and this inheri-
tance in the church, until he
transgresses and is not ac-
counted worthy by the voice of
the church, according to the
laws and covenants of the
church, to belong to the
church: and if he shall trans-
gress, and is not accounted
worthy to belong in  the
church, he shall not have
power to claim that portion
which he has consecrated unto
the bishop for the poor and the
needy of my church: therefore,
he shall not retain the gift, but
shall only have claim on the
portion that is deeded unto
him. And thus, all things
shall be made sure according
to the laws of the land. ..

“And let that which belongs
to this people, be appointed
unto this people; and the
money which is left unto this
people, let there be an agent
appointed unto this people, to
take the money to provide food
and raiment, according to the
wants of this people. And let
every man deal honestly, and
be alike among this people,
and receive alike, that ve may
be one, even as I have com-
manded you.

“And et that which be-
longeth to this people not be
taken and given unio that of
another church, wherefore, if
another church would receive
money of this church, let them
pay unto this church again,
according as they shall agree;
and this shall be done through
the bishop or the agent, which
shall be appointed by the voice
of the church.

“And again, let the bishop
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appoint a storehouse unto this
church, and let all things,
both in money and in meal,
which is more than is needful
for the want of this people, be
kept in the hands of the
bishop. And let him also re-
serve unto himself, for his own
wants, and for the wants of his
family, as he shall be em-
ploved in doing this business.
And thus I grant unto this peo-
ple a privilege of organizing
themselves according to my
lows, and I consecrate unto
them this land for a little sea-
son, until I, the Lord, shall
provide for them otherwise,
and command them to go
hence; and the hour and the
day is not given unto them;
wherefore let them act upon
this land as for years, and this
shall turn unto them for their
good.

“Behold, this shall be an ex-
ample unto my servant Ed-
ward  Partridge, in other
places, in all churches. And
whoso is found a faithful, a
Just, and a wise steward, shall
enter into the joy of his Lord,
and shall inherit eternal life.
Verily, I say unto you, I am

Jesus Christ, who cometh
quickly, in an hour vou think
not. Fuven so. Amen” 1835

edition D.& C. Section 23.
(Seealso R.LD.S.D. & (. 51.)

From all indications the
term “law of consecration” has
come into existence as the result
of these two revelations given in
1831.

“How does the law of con-
- secration function?

It is commonly understood that

Zion'’s Advocate

the members of the church are
to deed all their properties to
the church. The bishop and his
two assistants are to receive the

L

There is no specific
commandment in
the Bible or the Book
of Mormon that
states that the
memibership of the
church should give
all their property to
the church with the
expectation of
receiving what they
need in retumn.
L T T

properties and give back to each
person or family that which is
sufficient for them. The residue
(excess) is to be given to those
who stand in need or be retained
in the church storehouse.

"2 What is the purpose of
.- the law of consecration?

The more obvious purpose of
the law of consecration is to
bring about an equality among
the members of the church and
provide for those who are in
great need. However, the mean-
ing of the word consecration as
found in The Zondervan Picto-
rial Bible Dictionary gives us a
slightly different view that
needs to be considered here:
“CONSECRATION, an act by
which a person or thing is dedi-
cated to the service and worship

of God.” The act of giving one’s
property to the church and hav-
ing it or another property given
back could be considered a proc-
ess of dedicating one’s tangible
property.

s

/:Did the early church
“%(A.D.1830-1844) keep the
law of consecration?

Although there was a practice
among certain families that
were converted to the church
which was referred to as a plan
of “common stock” (communal
ownership), there is no real his-
torical record that verifies that
the church generally practiced
the law of consecration as origi-
nally given in the revelation of
February 9, 1831. However,
there is an indication that the
church did receive properties
and moneys to support the poor
and the missionaries. Whether
or not that entailed the redistri-
bution of properties to those
who had given their properties
i1s not clear, or if anyone had
given all of their property and
money with the expectation of
receiving something back for
their immediate needs.

It should be considered
here that the revelation given
February 9, 1831, and printed in
the Book of Commandments in
1833 (also Evening and Morn-
ing Star, Vol. 1 No. 2, July 1832,
front page), was changed in the
wording when it was printed in
the Doctrine and Covenants in
1835. There were several
changes made in the revelation,
but one significant change
should be noted here. Book of
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Commandments 44:26:

“If thou lovest me, thou
shalt serve me and keep all my
commandments; and behold,
thou shalt consecrate all thy
properties, that which thou
hast unto me, with a covenant
and a deed which can not be
broken....”

In the 1835 Doctrine and
Covenants 13:8 (RL.DS.
42:8a,b) it is written thus:

“If thou lovest me, thou
shalt serve me and keep all my
commandments. And behold,
thou wilt remember the poor,
and consecrate of thy proper-
ties for their support, that
which thou hast to impart
unto them, with a covenant
and a deed which cannot be
broken....”

The use of the words all or
of could make a significant dif-
ference in the practice of the law
of consecration, in that a person
could give part of his properties
rather than to make the big sac-
rifice of giving all his properties
to the church. From 1835 on,
the church observed the revela-
tions as they were printed in the
Doctrine and Covenants. It
wasn’t until the early 1900’s
that this Church of Christ made
a comparison of the changes and
reprinted the Book of Com-
mandments. The ready use of
the original revelation made it
possible for the church to study
and reconsider what is known
as the law of consecration and
various efforts have been made
to adopt it asalaw of the church.

Zion's Advocate

" Was the law of consecra-
Jtion observed in ancient
times?

Although we have a limited
amount of knowledge as to the
way people lived in ancient
times, which includes Abra-
ham’s time, King David’s time,
the time of the Jaredites, the
Nephites and the Christian era
both on this land and in Pales-
tine, there is no mention of a
practice where individual mem-
bers were expected to give all
their properties to the church, a
bishop or a priest, and then ex-
pect to receive property in re-
turn as a process of conse-
crating their property.

There is no specific com-
mandment in the Bible or the
Book of Mormon that states
that the membership of the
church should give all their
property to the church with the
expectation of receiving what
they need in return. However,
in answer to a certain ruler who
was very rich and who felt to
gain the approval of Jesus by
asking what more he might do
to inherit eternal life, Jesus told
him to sell all that he had and
distribute unto the poor (see
Luke 18:18-27). There was no
indication that his wealth was
to be given to the church to be
distributed; the ruler was to do
the distributing himself. It
should also be noted that in all
instances in the scriptures
where individuals gave to the
poor, etc., that it was a one-way
giving; they were not expecting
to receive anything in return.

/_Did the law of consecra-
A}tion replace tithing dur-
ing the Christian era?

The practice of tithing goes back
to the time of Abraham and pos-
sibly beyond. It clearly indi-
cates the giving of a tenth of
one’s increase. Abraham did
not give all of the spoils that he
had gained to Melchisedec the
high priest. The scriptures tell
us plainly that he gave one-
tenth part of all that he pos-
sessed. (See Alma 10:8.) This
practice continued among the
Israelites wherein all the other
tribes paid tithing to the Levites
who were the priests for the na-
tion of Israel. The practice of
tithing did not have its begin-
ning in the Law of Moses, and,
therefore, it was not done away
with when Christ came and set
up His church, but rather He
endorsed the continuation of
tithing. (See Matthew 23:23,
Luke 11:42, 11T Nephi11:11-15.)
According to latter day revela-
tion, tithing is to be practiced in
these last days:

“Behold now it is called to-
day, and verily it is a day of
sacrifice, and a day for the
tithing of my people; for he
that is tithed shall not be
burned; for after today cometh
the burning...” (Book of Com-
mandments 65:30, 31).

“71s the law of consecration

/ directly connected or di-
rectly respomnsible for “all
things common” mentioned
in the scriptures?

Both in the Bible and the Book
of Mormon we are told there
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was a time in which the people
enjoyed all things common
among them. In both instances
it was after Christ’s resurrec-
tion and his visits among the
people. Again there was no in-
dication that this desired ac-
complishment was a direct
result of obeying a law which
caused the people to deed all
their property over to the
church with the expectation of
recelving some property in re-
turn. It was said that those at
Jerusalem “...sold their posses-
 sions and goods, and parted
them to all men, as every man
had need” (Acts 2:45).

¢ 1Did Jesus Christ or his
i sdisciples or apostles
teach the law of consecra-
tion?

As already stated, the term “law
of consecration” is not found in
the Bible or the Book of Mor-
mon. Also, the procedure of
consecrating one’s property as
given in the revelation of Feb-
ruary, 1831 (Book of Command-
ments, chapter 44), was not
taught by Jesus Christ or his
disciples or apostles in the Bible
or the Book of Mormon.

Is the law of consecration
7 a law of God?

This is the all important ques-
tion and it is not easily an-
swered, except that the law of
consecration as we understand
it has no precedent. We have no
example to follow in the scrip-
tures nor former practices in
the church by which to pattern
ourselves. To say that it is a law

of God is to say that it was given
for the church in these latter
days only for a special purpose.
If that be true then the church

..We must be willing
to give all that we
have of this world's
goods if indeed we
are to be a part of
Zion, An obedience
to the law of
consecration,
however, is not
necessarily the
means of
developing the
needed dedication
to the cause of Zion,

from Joseph Smith’s time to the
present has failed to obey that
law.

"y Is the law of consecra-

L Ution the way that the

Lord has provided for us to

have all things common and

establish the cause of Zion
in these latter days?

Considering the world condi-
tions today and the prophecies
pointing to events yet to hap-
pen, we should be aware that
the Lord is likely to use some
unusual and unexpected means
to free His people from Baby-
lon’s grip, primarily the depend-
ence upon money, and save
them from the mark of the beast

(see Revelations chapters 13 &
14). The initial effort to become
independent of a monetary ex-
change today could be disas-
trous unless we are guided
entirely by the hand of the Lord
as when the Lord led the Israel-
ites out of Egypt. However, the
law of consecration makes no
real provision to become inde-
pendent of a monetary ex-
change, but would likely draw
unwanted attention to the
church by our government’s
agencies, particularly the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, if an effort
was made by the church to im-
plement the law of consecration
today.

The Church of Christ has
made efforts in the past to adopt
the law of consecration. It ap-
pears that there has been no
actual implementation of that
law, or at least, there has not
been a church-wide participa-
tion. The church membership
in general has not felt to give all
their properties to the church
and trust in the church to give
back only what they need. Of
course, that would be a great
responsibility far beyond the
normal duties of our present
General Bishopric. It is doubt-
ful that anyone in the church
today could adequately receive
personal properties for the
church and redistribute them
according to the needs of the
membership without there he-
ing a great upset within the
church. Under certain circum-
stances, however, such a thing
could happen and might very
well be the case sometime in the
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future. For that reason we
should not dismiss the possibil-
ity from our minds entirely.

To answer the question,
What is the Law of Consecra-
tion? we might say that it is a
principle or a commandment
given in latter day revelation
which requires giving all of
one’s property to the church
with the understanding that the
bishop of the church will give in
return that which is needed to
the one who has given all his
property, and that the residue
will be given to others as they
stand in need or be retained in
the church storehouse. It is not
stated in the revelation how
often one is to give all his prop-
erty to the church, but some
have concluded that it is to be
done once in one’s lifetime.

There is no precedent of
such a practice in the church in
recent or ancient times by
which we can pattern ourselves,
nor is there any other com-
mandment given in the scrip-
tures other than the two quoted
in this article that will clearly
verify such a practice is to be of
general use in the Church of
Christ today. There is no indi-
cation in the scriptures that the
law of consecration is to super-
sede the practice of tithing, but
rather, tithing was established
as a scriptural precedent in an-
cient times by Abraham, Jacob
and the Israelites, and endorsed
by Christ himself during his
ministry here on earth.

The “law of consecration”
is a term that has been used

frequently by certain ones in

the church with the thought
usually presented that the fail-
ure to obey and observe that law
is the reason that Zion has not
been established. In response to
that premise this writer is
caused to state that we must be
willing to give all that we have
of this world’s goods if indeed
we are to be a part of Zion. An
obedience to the law of conse-
cration, however, is not neces-
sarily the means of developing
the needed dedication to the
cause of Zion. The law itself
takes away the personal stew-
ardship and responsibility of
sharing of one’s property and
goods with those who stand in
need when they give everything
they own into the hands of the
bishop of the church. This is
not consistent with most other
scriptures concerning the atti-
tude of giving.

It is true that we have
hardly known real sacrifice in
this day of plenty as compared
to what will be expected of the
saints in the literal estab-
lishment of Zion. On the other
hand, the complicated process
of the consecration of properties
according to the various inter-
pretations placed upon the reve-
lations referring fo it down
through the years is hardly a
true guide to follow. Without
further clarification of those
revelations through the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, we could
lose the true spirit of giving en-
tirely by following a school-mas-
ter type of law implemented by
the reasoning of men. Taking
the more basic attitude of shar-

ing with others away from the
people and placing the entire
control of distribution in the
hands of a few men is much like
the tax and welfare system of
this country: it can never suc-
ceed in bringing the desired re-
sult. The development of the
true attitude of love and con-
cern for others as given in the
scriptures can bring about the
desired state of Zion without
robbing the people of their per-
sonal initiative to provide for
themselves and still assist oth-
ers as much as they can.

In closing we might con-
sider the following scripture as
a word of counsel in our consid-
eration of the law of consecra-
tion:

“Think of your brethren,
like unto yourselves, and be
familiar with all, and free
with your substance, that they
may be rich like unto you. But
before ye seek for riches, seek
ye for the kingdom of God.
And after that ye have ob-
tained a hope in Christ, ye
shall obtain riches, if ve seek
them; and ye will seek them,
for the intent to do good; to
clothe the naked, and to feed
the hungry, and to liberate the
captive, and administer relief
to the sick, and the afflicted”
Jacob 2:22-24.

<
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ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD

By Elder Glenn Gill

o understand the resolu-
tion of conflict we must
. first envision how God
intended the followers of Jesus
to relate to each other. The ba-
sic concept is really quite sim-
ple. As God, by His grace has
shown love to us in providing for
our salvation, we also are ex-
pected to honor that grace by
our love for each other. Peter
put it this way: “and above all
things have fervent charity
among vourselves: for charity
shall cover the multitude of sins.
Use hospitality one to another

without grudging. As every
man hath received the gift, even
so minister the same to one an-
other, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God” (I Peter
4:8-10). We are acting as stew-
ards of the grace of God when
we replace our sinful ways with
charity (the pure love of Christ).
We are stewards of the grace of
God when we set aside the sim-
mering anger of a grudge and
replace it with hospitality to-
ward those toward whom the
anger was felt. We are stewards
of that grace when we show
mercy and forgiveness toward
others as God has done toward
us.

Paul put it this way: “Put
on therefore, as the elect of
God, holy and beloved, bowels
of mercies, kindness, humble-
ness of mind, meekness, long-
suffering, forbearing one
another, and forgiving one an-
other, if any man have a quar-
rel against any: even as Christ
forgave you, so also do ye, and
above all these things put on
charity, which is the bond of
perfectness. And let the peace
of God rule in your hearts...”
(Colossians 3:12-15).

The bond of perfectness

We are stewards of

the grace of God

when we set aside

the simmering anger

of a grudge and

replace it with

hospitality toward

those toward whom

the anger was felt.
L

comes only from God. Human
beings do not naturally have it.
This is why Moroni related to us
the words of his father Mormon
saying: “...pray unto the Father
with all the energy of heart, that
ye may be filled with this love
which he hath bestowed upon all
who are the true followers of his
Son Jesus Christ...” (Moroni
7:53). When we forget about
this admonition; when we let
our carnal nature take over:
when mercy, kindness, meek-
ness, longsuffering, forbearing
and forgiving are pushed aside
by our desire to win a point or
get our own way or to alleviate
our fears by controlling the will
of others; that is exactly when
we find ourselves in con-
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flict—engulfed by a worsening
spiral of bad feeling. “For to be
carnally minded is death; but to
be spiritually minded is life and
peace” (Romans 8:6).

So the choice is clear and
simple. Conflict and discord are
in direct opposition to that love
Mormon told his son (and us) to
pray for. “For the flesh lusteth
against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh: and
these are contrary the one to the
other: so that we cannot do the
things that we would” (Gala-
tians 5:17). If we are to function
in this world as the true follow-
ers of Christ we must have the
will to develop a habit of choos-
ing to possess and exercise the
attitudes of character that are
born of charity through the
spirit of God dwelling in us. It
means we often don’t get to do
what we want. However, those
who strive to live by the Spirit
soon discover that this is the
way to love, joy and peace for
themselves, while those who
walk in the path of selfishness
will suffer disappointment,
strife and guilt. “...He that per-
sists in his own carnal nature,
and goes on in the ways of sin
and rebellion against God, he
remaineth in his fallen state,
and the devil hath all power over
him” (Mosiah 8:77). If you are
caught in this downward spiral
it is time to stop and look at the
fruits of your actions and de-
sires. God’s grace is held out to
you through repentance. Re-
new the spirit of your mind by
choosing to react with kindness
and love, with tenderness and

Zion's Advocate

compassion; just as God offers
His grace to you so offer your
love to those who seem to stand
in the way of your carnal will.
Only through your Godly effort
will there be any chance for a
Godly response.

It becomes, for us, a matter
of decision—which spirit do we
respond to and which course do
we take? When conflict arises
do we let Satan have his way
with us, or do we dig deep into
our reservoir of love and act like
true followers of Jesus Christ?
To reply in kind when a spouse,
child, parent, friend, work or
school associate or fellow be-
liever does us harm is more se-
rious than just getting even or
winning our point. It is step-
ping onto the path that leads to
destruction. “But if ye bite and
devour one another, take heed
that ye be not consumed one of
another” (Galatians 5:15).

Jesus gave instructions for
dealing with conflict one on one:
“Moreover if thy brother shall
trespass against thee, go and tell
him his fault between thee and
him alone; if he shall hear thee,
thou hast gained thy brother”
(Matthew 18:15). Notice that
the focus of this loving action is
to “gain thy brother,” not to
make a point, punish or secure
an apology. It is meant to be an
attempt to resolidify the bond
we should all have between us
as children of God. Notice too
that if this attempt fails we are
not to give up. There are two
more levels of effort to be car-
ried out before we are free to
walk away. “But if he will not

hear thee, then take with thee
one or two more, that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established.
And if he shall neglect to hear
them, tell it unto the church. but
if he neglect to hear the church,
let him be unto thee as an hea-
then man and a publican™ (Mat-
thew 18:16-17). Unfortunately,
it 1s an all too common practice
when carnal pride and “hurt
feelings” are allowed to rule for
people to turn this procedure up
side down by making the tres-
passes of others against us the
subject of gossip or confidences
among associates, failing to go
first (and privately) to the one
who has offended as Jesus in-
structed.

Much of the conflict we see
in the world today is found in
the original unit of human asso-
ciation—the family. God cre-
ated man and woman to form a
functional and loving unit. As
such they teach their children,
by example, what it is to be a
husband, a wife, a mother, a fa-
ther. When conflict arises (as it
will) between parents the chil-
dren will feel the tension and
see the anger. No one can suc-
cessfully hide these things from
children. Many studies have
shown that children feel person-
ally threatened and somehow at
fault when parents allow self-
ishness and anger to drive a
wedge between them. What the
children most need in such a
situation is a demonstration of
how mature and loving fathers
and mothers resolve conflicts
that arise between them and an
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example of how to bring peace
and comfort to the home.

The scriptures are clear in
placing the responsibility on
husbands and fathers for lead-
ership in the establishment of
proper love in the home. Chil-
dren need to see a father who
knows and desires to live the
admonitions of Paul to the
Ephesians and Colossians:
“Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for
it...” (Ephesians 5:25). “Hus-
bands, love your wives, and be
not bitter against them” (Colos-
sians 3:19). Children also need
to see a mother who knows the
caring position of a wife in re-
sponse to a husband who be-
haves as Christ would behave
toward the church. “Wives sub-
mit yourselves unto your own
husband, as unto the Lord. For
the husband is the head of the
wife, even as Christ is the head
of the church...” (Ephesians
5:22-23). Husband and wife to-
gether must take the responsi-
bility for modeling the mature
loving relationships God in-
tended the family to have. Even
when tempers have flared and a
rift has formed, the parents, by
their loving behavior after the
strife, can model for their chil-
dren the path to peace.

King Benjamin taught his
people saying, “And ye will not
suffer your children, that they go
hungry, or naked; neither will ye
suffer that they transgress the
laws of God, and fight and quar-
rel with one another.. .but ve will
teach them to love one another,

and serve one another...”
(Mosiah 2:25-27).  Children
learn by the example they see in
their home. They will learn to
cope with conflict well and re-
spond to it properly if their par-
ents are demonstrating the
pure love of Christ in their be-
havior toward each other.

It is the same in the church.
Here we are also a family and
Jesus is our example. Jesus
loves the church and offers us
inheritance with him forever if
we will love one another. “By
this shall all men know that ve
are my disciples, if ye have love
one to another” (John 13:35).
His prayer for us is found in the
17th chapter of John: “Neither
pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on
me through their word; that they
all may be one; as thou, Father,
artin me, and I in thee,that they
also may be one in us: that the
world may believe that thou hast
sent me. And the glory which
thou gavest me I have given
them; that they may be one, even
as we are one” (John 17:20-22).
We have a mission in the church
to show the world the pure love
of Christ in action. Why?
“That the world may believe.”

It 1s our “oneness” in love
that will accomplish this mis-
sion. It begins in the home be-
tween husband and wife and ex-
pands to our church relation-
ships. There it must be ex-
pressed as Paul beseeches us:
“...that ye walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith ve are
called, with all lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering,

forbearing one another in love;
endeavoring to keep the unity of
the spirit in the bond of peace”
(Ephesians 4:1-3). What this
means is that each of us must
put aside selfish desires and
make this mission God has
given us (the vocation where-
with we are called) the goal and
objective of our lives that we, as
a church, may have this one-
ness: the unity of the spirit in
the bond of peace.

Let us each take our loved
ones and our fellow servants by
the hand and pledge to help
each other overcome the temp-
tations of the flesh. Let us work
and pray for the unity of the
Spiritin the bond of peace in our
homes, in our social gatherings,
in our work places and in our
duties of leadership, that we
may be worthy of God’s blessing
and direction; that each home
and each church congregation
may become a microcosm of the
Zion we now only study and
hope for.

Conflict resolution should
not be just a method for patch-
ing up bad situations. It should
be a proactive process of preven-
tion characterized by humility
and charity reigning in each
heart; a daily effort and desire
to serve in the vocation to which
we are called as members of the
Church of Christ; a way of life
that prevents conflict by leaving
no door open through which it
can enter.
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ARTICLE

ZION

By Harvey E. Seibel

t the inception of this lat-
ter day work revelations
\were given commanding
men to seek to bring forth the
cause of Zion. It was the hope
then and is the thought today
that Zion could or should have
become a reality in that early
day, and perhaps it could or
should have been. But because
of the weaknesses of men and
God’s foreknowledge of them it
did not become a reality. It is
much like the children of Israel
in the days of Moses. When
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they had opportunity to enter
the promised land, the report of
weak men caused the children
of Israel to reject the blessing
and so they were condemned to
wander for 40 years in the wil-
derness. Latter day Israel lost
the blessing also because of the
weakness of men and have wan-
dered, so to speak, for 167 years,
though the Lord did command
his remnant to return to Jack-
son County in 1867. Since then
we have been, more or less, in a
holding pattern, progressing
but little. The Lord, knowing
the end from the beginning,
knew this, of course, and there-
fore prophesied Zion’s redemp-
tion, not at the beginning of this
work, but at the time of the end.
Consider the following:

INDICATOR #1

“And shall not God avenge
his own elect, which cry day and
night unto him, though he bear
long with them? 1 tell you that
he will avenge them speedily.
Nevertheless when the Son
of man cometh, shall he
find faith on the earth?”
(Luke 18:7-8).

This rhetorical question is

E F O

@

The Lord, knowing
the end from the
beginning,
...prophesied Zion's
redemption, not at
the beginning of this
work, but af the fime
of the end.

asked, not because faith shall
have altogether ceased from the
earth, but because of its increas-
ing scarcity, because when the
Lord shall come again the love
of many shall have waxed cold,
and the wickedness of men shall
have waxed worse and worse,
with the world fast ripening in
iniquity. The simple faith of
mankind has waned since the
advent of ‘so-called’ modern sci-
ence, and the wide acceptance of
the evolutionary origin of life
and things. Luke also tells us
that when the Lord returns it
shall be as it was in the days of
Lot; such monstrous wicked-
ness, confined then to five cities
of the plain, has today become
worldwide in scope.
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In speaking of faith we read,
“Behold I say unto you...it is by
faith  that  miracles  are
wrought; and it is by faith that
angels appear and minister
unto men; Wherefore if these
things have ceased, wo be unto
the children of men, for it is
because of unbelief, and all is
vain, for no man can be saved,
according to the words of
Christ, save they shall have
faith in his name; Wherefore, if
these things have ceased, then
has faith ceased also; and awful
is the state of man; for they are
as though there had been no
redemption  made” {(Moroni
7:41-43).

Though faith has not alto-
gether ceased in the church, yet
we can see evidence of a serious
weakness in that area within
the body of Christ. This is com-
pounded by the condition exist-
ing in the world and the church
as found recorded in 2 Nephi
12:16-17:

“They wear stiff necks and
high heads; yea, and because of
pride, and wickedness, and
abominations, and whoredoms,
they have all gone astray, save
itbeafew, which are the humble
followers of Christ;, NEVER-
THELESS, THEY ARE LED,
THAT IN MANY INSTANCES
THEY DO ERR, BECAUSE

THEY ARE TAUGHT BY THE
PRECEPTS OF MEN.”

Such a statement would
likely not be made of the church
had Zion become a reality at the
inception of this work. In are-
deemed Zion all would see eye to
eve and none would be taught
by the precepts of men, thus
showing that Zion was not to be,
or would not become a reality
immediately upon the restora-

tion of the gospel. If so the fol-
lowing would not have been the
case:

“And it came to pass that I
looked and beheld the whore of
all the earth, and she sat upon
many waters;, And she had do-
minion over oll the earth,
among all nations, kindreds,
tongues and people. (A thing
not possible had the little stone
kingdom of Daniel 2 grown and
filled the whole earth, HES))
And it came to pass that I
beheld the church of the
Lamb of God, and its num-
bers were few, because of the
wickedness and abomina-
tions of the whore which sat
upon many waters; Never-
theless, 1 beheld that the
church of the Lamb, which
were the saints of God, were
also upon all the face of the
earth; And their dominions
upon the foce of the earth
were small, because of the
wickedness of the great
whore which I saw” (1 Nephi
3:224-228).

Again, this shows that Zion
had not yet become a reality in
the earth for the saints are a
suppressed and oppressed peo-
ple in a scattered condition
throughout the earth. And had
Zion been redeemed or estab-
lished in the earth then faith
would have abounded among
the people of God and such a
question would not have been
asked.

INDICATOR #2

“But behold, in the last days,
or in the days of the Gentiles;
yea, behold all the nations of the
Gentiles, and also the Jews,
both they which shall come

upon this land, and they which
shall be upon other lands, yea,
even upon all the lands of
the earth; behold, they will be
drunken with iniquity, and all
manner of abominations, And
when that day shall come,
they shall be visited of the Lord
of hosts, with thunder and with
earthquake, and with a great
notse, and with storm and tem-
pest, and with the flame of de-
vouring fire; And all the
nations that fight against Zion,
and that distress her, shall be as
a dream of a night viston” {2
Nephi 11:116-118). “And these
are the words that the LORD
spake concerning lIsrael and
concerning Judah. For thus
saith the LORD; We have heard
a voice of trembling, of fear, and
not of peace. Ask ve now, and
see whether a man doth travail
with child? wherefore do I see
every man with his hands on
hisloins, as a woman in travail,
and all faces are turned into
paleness? Alas! for that day is
great, so that none is like if; it is
even the time of Jacob’s trouble;
but he shall be saved out of it”
(Jeremiah 30:4-7;.

It shall also be a time of
great tribulation and only the
elect shall escape, and deliver-
ance will be in Zion and Jerusa-
lem in that day. According to
Isaiah 24 the earth shall reel to
and fro, and be turned upside
down; the wickedness thereon
shall fall and not rise again, and
few men be left. Joel gives us to
understand that Zion will not
become a place of deliverance
until just prior to the Day of the
Lord. It is then that it is re-
deemed of the Lord. Also ac-
cording to Isaiah,

“Zion shall be redeemed

with judgmeni, and her

APRIL 1998
“73-



Zion's Advocate

converts with righteous-
ness. And the destruction of
the transgressors and of the
sinners shall be together,
and they thal forsake the
Lord shall be consumed”
(Isaiah 1:27-28).

INDICATOR #3

“While the bridegroom tar-
ried, they all silumbered and
slept. And at midnight there
was a cry made, Behold the
bridegroom cometh; go ve out to
meet him” (Matthew 25:5-6).

This situation could cer-

tainly not exist among the peo-
ple of God had Zion truly be-
come a powerful reality. But
then shall the words of Isaiah be
fulfilled which say, “T'hy watch-
men (the ministry? HES) shall
lift up the voice; with the voice
together shall they sing, for they
shall see eye to eye, WHEN the
Lord shall bring again Zion” (3
Nephi 7:43), a condition not yet
prevalent among the people of
God.

INDICATOR #4

The prophet Joel speaks of
the time just preceding the Day
of the Lord, a time of great
trouble and distress, when the
heathen shall come against our
land. But as terrible as that
may be the Day of the Lord is
even more terrible, so the com-
mand is given that we blow the
trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast,
and call a Solemn Assembly,
that we turn to the Lord with all
our heart, and with fasting and
weeping and mourning, that,
perhaps, God will return and

repent and leave us a blessing,
even a meat offering and a drink
offering unto our God. This is
certainly strange language if
Zion was truly standing in
power before the world and a
terror to the wicked. Rather it
is strong evidence that Zion is
still in her weakness when the
heathen come against us. Itisa
strong indication that Zion has
not yet been redeemed, nor be-
come a place of safety, especially
as we read the further instruc-
tion to sanctify the congrega-
tion, assemble the Elders,
gather the children, etc., and
that the priests, the ministers of
the Lord, weep between the
porch and the altar, saying,
spare thy people, O Lord, and
give not thine heritage to re-
proach, that the heathen shall
rule over them: wherefore
should they say, ‘Where is their
God?” (See Joel 2.) This lan-
guage is not descriptive of Zion
in a redeemed condition at all.
Rather it is the language of the
people of God brought to their
greatest extremity. (It shall be
the time of Jacob’s trouble but
he shall be delivered out of it),

and “there shall be a time of

trouble, such as never was since
there was a nation even to that
same time; and at that time (not
before, HES) thy people shall be
delivered, every one that shall be
found written in the book”
(Daniel 12:1).

That this is the state of af-
fairs is shown by the New Tes-
tament statement that judg-
ment shall begin at the house of
God, and the kindred statement

above that at THAT TIME thy
people shall be delivered. As
for the elect, even they would
not escape except the Lord had
shortened those days—again
showing that Zion had not yet
come in its power or become a
place of refuge for the saints.

But returning to Joel we
find that while the command is
given for a fast, etc., we are
given these words, ‘Let the
bridegroom go forth of his
chamber, and the bride out of
her closet’, and, ‘let the priests
weep between the porch and the
altar” This shows that Zion had
not yet been redeemed, and that
the bride (or church) is, until
this moment, still hid in her
closet. Here she would remain
until the eve of the Day of the
Lord. As long as the bride re-
mains in her closet Zion could
not rise up in her glory. Thus
our light is largely ineffective
because, in our weakness, it has
been hid under a bushel to a
large extent since the inception
of this work. This is why the
little stone kingdom is still just
that, it has not yet begun to fill
the whole earth. We are still in
our weakness. The gospel is yet
to go forth unto all nations in
power. The bride has not yet
been called forth out of her
closet, she remains there still,
and will remain there, accord-
ingto this prophecy, until Zion's
trouble, when the northern
ermy has entered our land, the
wicked having not feared to
come against her.

But where is Zion? Where
is the place of our deliverance?
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And from what? It is evident
that our deliverance is not from
the great tribulation already
upon Uus, but rather from the
judgments of God to come. It is
from this wrath that we are de-
livered during that great day
spoken of here. Thus shall the
words of Isaiah be fulfilled
which say,

“Come, my people, enter thou
into thy chambers, and shut thy
doors about thee: hide thyself as
it were for a little moment, until
the indignation be overpast.
For. behold, the Lord cometh out
of his place to punish the in-
habitants of the earth for their
iniquity: the earth also shall
disclose her blood, and shall no
more cover her slain” (Isaiah
26:20-22).

INDICATOR #5

“The Son of man shall send
forth his angels, and they
shall gather out of his king-
dom all things that offend,
and them which do iniguity,
And shall cast them into a fur-
nace of fire...Then shall the
righteous shine forth as the sun
in the kingdom of the Father”
(Matthew 13:41-43),

It is plain from this that a
condition of imperfection will
exist in the church on earth un-
til the time of the end, showing
again that Zion has not yet
reached her perfection. A re-
deemed Zion would surely be
devoid of transgressors and kin-
dred evils. This also shows why
Judgment must begin at the
house of God, because all is not
well in Zion. So after the purg-
ing of both that which offends
(errors in doctrine) and those

who commit iniquity, then shall
the words of Isaiah be fulfilled
which say, “And it shall come to
pass that he that is left in Zion,
and he that remaineth in Jeru-
salem, shall be called holy, even
every one that is written among
the living in Jerusalem” (Isaiah
4:3). Thus the wheat and tares,
which have been allowed to
grow together until the end
shall be separated, and the tares
taken out and burned while the
wheat is brought into the barn.

What of the Gathering? When
was it to take place?

At the time of this great
restoration it was the impetus
of the early saints to gather to
Jackson County and to enjoin
converts to likewise gather
there. However, they were
driven out of Jackson County
and ultimately from Missouri.
But the idea of the gathering
was still strongly impressed
upon the saints, first to Far
West and later to Nauvoo. On
the topic of the gathering, how-
ever, the scriptures have some
pertinent things to say.

INDICATOR #6

“But if they (the Gentiles -
HES) will repent, and hearken
unto my words, and harden not
their hearts, I will establish my
church among them, and they
shall come in unto the covenant,
and be numbered among this
the remnant of Jacob, unto
whom I have given this land for
their inheritance, and they
shall assist my people, the rem-
nant of Jacob;, And also, as

many of the house of Israel as
shall come, that they may build
a city, which shall be called the
New Jerusalem; And then
shall they assist my people
that they may be gathered
in, which are scattered upon all
the face of the land, in unto the
New Jerusalem. And then
shall the power of heaven come
down among them; and I also
will be in the midst, and then
shall the work of the Father
commence.. At that day shall
the work of the Father com-
mence among all the dispersed
of my people; yea, even the tribes
which have been lost, which the
Father hath led away out of Je-
rusalem...to prepare the way
whereby they may come unio
me, that they may call on the
‘ather in my name; Yea, and
then shall the work com-
mence, with the Father,
among all nations, in pre-
paring the way where-by his
people may be gathered
home to the land of their
inheritance. And they shall
go out from all nations...” (3
Nephi 10:1-8).

The significance of this
scripture i1s that the great
prophesied gathering of Israel
does not take place until after
the City is built. This being the
case, any effort at a general
gathering of the people of the
Lord cannot take place until the
New Jerusalem has been estab-
lished upon this land, and then
shall they, of the people of Israel
in this land, be gathered into it.
And then shall the gathering
commence from among all na-
tions into which the house of
Israel have been scattered.
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INDICATOR #/

As for the Jews and their
restoration we read the follow-

ing:

“But behold, thus saith the
Lord God: When the day cormneth
that they shall believe in me,
that I am Christ, then have [
covenanted with their fathers,
that they shall be restored in the
flesh, upon the earth, unto the
lands of their inheritance” (2
Nephi 7:12).

Despite what has tran-
spired in Palestine since 1948
the prophesied restoration of
the Jews to their homeland has
not yet occurred and will not
occur until they are persuaded
of their Messiah whom they
have rejected. Zechariah 12 in-
dicates that their full conver-
sion will not occur until they
have seen the prints of the nails
in their Master’s hands. (See
also 2 Nephi 11:24-26).

What of the Great and
Marvelous Work?

This work, as we know, had
its beginning in 1829-30 in ful-
fillment of numerous prophe-
cies in both the Old and New
Testaments. However the mar-
velous work would not fully
commence until a certain event
had first transpired.

“. It meaneth that the time
cometh that after all the house
of Israel have been scattered
and confounded, that the Lord
God will raise up a mighty na-
tion among the Gentiles, yea,
even upon the face of this land;
And by them shall our seed be

scattered. And after that our
seed 15 scattered, the Lord God
will proceed to do a marvelous
work among the Gentiles,
which shall be of great worth
unto our seed; Wherefore, it 1s
likened unto their being nour-
ished by the Gentiles, and being
carried in their arms, and upon
their shoulders” (1 Nephi 7:15-
185

From this we can see that
until the scattering of the La-
manites had been accomplished
this work could not fully com-
mence. It was not until the bat-
tle of Wounded Knee in 1890
that their scattering was com-
pleted in this country.

We are told that when the
Book of Mormon is accepted the
greater things would be re-
vealed. This also awaits fulfill-
ment. As to the things mani-
fested to the Brother of Jared, it
i1s obvious we have not yet meas-
ured up, for these things will not
be revealed until we Gentiles
have come clean betore the Lord
and attained to the faith of the
Brother of Jared.

Of Zion it is spoken, “But
behold, Zion hath said, The
Lord hath forsaken me, and my
Lord hath forgotten me; but he
will shew that he hath not. For
can a woman forget her sucking
child, that she should not have
compassion on the son of her
womb? Yea, they may forget, vet
will I not forget thee, O house of

may dwell. Then shalt thou say
in thine heart, Who hath begot-
ten me these, seeing I have lost
my children, and am desolate,
a captive, and removing to and
fro? and who hath brought up
these? Behold, I was left alone;
these, where have they been?
Thus saith the Lord God, Be-
hold, T will [ift wp mine hand to
the Gentiles, and set up my
standard to the people; and they
shall bring thy sons in their
arms, and thy daughters shall
be carried upon their shoulders.
And kings shall be thy nursing
fathers, and their gueens thy
nursing mothers: they shall
bow down to thee with their fuce
towards the earth and lick up
the dust of thy feet; and thou
shalt know that I am the Lord:
for they shall not be ashamed
that wait for me” (1 Nephi 6:50-
53). “Before she travailed, she
brought forth; before her pain
came, she was delivered of a
man child. Who hath heard
such «a thing? who hath seen
such things? Shall the earih be
made to bring forth in one day?
or shall a nation be born at
once? for as soon as Zion tra-
vailed, she brought forth her
children. Shall I bring to the
birth, and not cause to bring
forth? saith the LORD; shall 1
cause to bring forth, and shut
the womb? saith thy God”
{Isaiah 66:7-9).

Zion has not travailed as
vet though all is not well in Zion.
However in the
ahead,

that point will

cataclysm

Israel. Behold, I have graven
thee upon the palms of my
hands,; thy walls are continu-
ally before me” (1 Nephi 6:44-
46). “The children which thou
shalt have, after thou hast lost
the other, shall again in thine
ears say, The place is too strait
for me: give place to me that I

reached quickly as prophesied
in Joel wherein the priests, the
Lord’s ministers will beseech
the Lord for deliverance from
the heathen, then she shall
bring forth her children and re-
joice in the blessings of good
from the Lord.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES—Zion’s Advocate - July, 1958

The GSospel Came to Yucatan

By E. Leon Yates
4/22/1907—5/14/1984
Ordained an Apostle 4/11/1954

C\’ am going to ask each one
\S of you to read a story that

was written two thousand
years ago. Please do not read
my story until you have read
Third Nephi, chapter 13, begin-
ning at verse 12 and reading
through verse 45 (page 676).
Lay this article down, and take
into your hands the ancient re-
cord of the Nephites. In an at-
titude of humility and with a
prayer in your heart read the
above mentioned verses. I am
sure as you read in this attitude,
the Holy Ghost will be your im-
mediate companion, and the
word of God will burn in your
soul.

Now that you have finished
the reading, I will relate a story
that was told to me while in
Yucatan. It came to me from the
lips of an old Maya Indian
brother by the name of Susano
Cabrera.

While in the jungle over
thirty-five years ago, he, his
brothers, and several other men
were preparing to break camp
and depart on horseback for a
small town some distance away.
At this time, a man with a long
beard, dressed in a long robe,
came to them, and began to
preach. He told them that they
must forsake the ways of the
world and turn unto God. They
must obey the teachings of the
Son of God, for, said he, “There
is no other name under Heaven
whereby men could gain eternal
life.” After talking to them in
this manner he left them, and
started afoot to the same town
to which they were going.
There was a small hill in the
trail a short distance ahead.
The men watched this person
walk over the hill. It then oc-
curred to them that they should
let him ride one of their horses,
for it was a journey of about
seven hours to the town. They
hurried over the hill, but to
their surprise the man could not
be found. They could not un-
derstand it. He had not time to
have been out of sight, yet he

was not there.

They traveled on, and when
they arrived in the town they
inquired if anyone had seen
such a person come into town.
They were told that he had been
there. He had preached to the
people and had already de-
parted. When they inquired as
to what time the man had ar-
rived in town they found that it
was just about the time he had
disappeared over the hill that
morning. In some manner he
had covered the distance in a
few minutes that had taken
them several hours to cover on
horseback.

These men had a desire to
hear him preach again. They
hurried on to the next town, and
there they found him teaching
the people. Susano said as this
man talked his eyes seemed to
be focused on some point over
the heads of the people as
though he was looking at some-
thing in the heavens. They
could not see the color of his
eyes, but they seemed to glow
and burn as a fire. He told them
that the time was soon to come
when they would hear of many
churches in the land, but the
churches would be teaching the
doctrine of men. He said, how-
ever, that there would be a man
come into the land at some fu-
ture date, and he would come
preaching the Gospel of the Son
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of God. He told them that this
man would come to a certain
house in the city of Ticul. The
house would be the house of a
man by the name of Nemisio
Xiu. He told them to wait for
that time to come and then for
them to accept the teachings of
this man that would come, for
he would bring with him the
Gospel. He said they would
then hear the Gospel and they
would understand it, and that
they should heed its call.
Susano Cabrera said that
some of the people who heard
this man of the robe believed,
and some did not believe. Those
who did not believe him took
him and cast him into a well, but
he immediately came up out of
the well unharmed. Just to re-
fresh our memories let us quote
Third Nephi 13:32 and see what
power the three Nephites had.

“But they did smite the
earth with the word of God,
insomuch that by his power
they were delivered out of the
depths of the earth,; and there-
fore they could not dig pits suf-
ficient to hold them.”

According to Susano, this
man of the robe was preaching
the world of God, he did smite
the earth with the word of God
insomuch that he was delivered
out of the depths of the earth.
Finally as he departed from the
city many tried to catch up with
him but they could not. They
could see his bare feet move as
though he was walking, but it
seemed his feet did not touch
the ground.

All this took place about

thirty-five years ago. Susano
and his brothers never forgot
about it, and when Brother
Wheaton went into Yucatan six
years ago he went to the house
of Nemisio Xiu. When he went
there he did not go to preach the
gospel. He had been given a let-
ter of introduction to Nemisio
from the great Council of
American Indians, and he went
to him for advice as to how he
might proceed on his journey
into the jungle in his search for
the white Indians. However,
while he was there in the home
of Nemisio he took the Book of
Mormon from his pocket and
began to teach them the Gospel
of Christ.

When Susano and his
brothers heard about someone
preaching in the home of
Nemisio, they came to listen,
and their understanding was
opened. They remembered the
man of the robe, and they ac-
cepted the Gospel of Christ with
much joy and happiness.

Thus the Gospel came to
Yucatan, and because of it many
souls have been brought unto
Christ. Brother Wheaton did
not know when he went to the
home of Nemisio Xiu that he
was fulfilling the prophesy of
the man in the robe, or in other
words, one of the three
Nephites. In fact, Brother
Wheaton never heard this story
until I told it to him this year
The Lord works in wonderful

ways.
We note in Third Nephi 13,
part of verse 21, “  for ye (the

three Nephites), have desired

that ye might bring the souls of
men unto me, while the world
shall stand....” The world is
still standing, and many souls
still need to be brought unto
Christ. The three Nephites are
still on the earth, and in accord
with the promise Christ made to
them, they are still ministering
as angels unto the children of
men.

“And it shall come to pass,
when the Lord seeth fit in his
wisdom that they shall minis-
ter unto all the scattered tribes
of Israel, and unto all nations,
kindreds, tongues, and people,
and shall bring out of them
unto Jesus many souls, that
their desire may be fulfilled,
and also because of the con-
vincing power of God which is
in them; And they are as an-
gels of God, and if they shall
pray unto the Father in the
name of Jesus, they can shew
themselves unto whatsoever
man 1t seemeth them good”
Third Nephi 13:41-42.

Thirty-five years ago it
seemed good unto one of them
to show himself unto Susano
Cabrera, and his brothers. This
marked the beginning of a chain
of events that has to this day
brought many souls into the glo-
ricus light of the Gospel of
Christ. This was the great de-
sire that was in the hearts of
three Nephites. It was because
of that desire that Christ gave
them the power to remain on
the earth. Indeed, in our day
they are ministering as angels
to the children of men.

<G
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FASTER

(Narration from Il Nephi 4 & 5)

I twas close to the beginning of the
33rd year after we had received
the prophesied sign of the birth of
Christ in the old country. The al-
most total conversion had become
an almost total falling away. The
few more faithful began to look for
the other forecast sign: three days
of darkness at the time of His death
and resurrection. Early in the 34th
year our world, our lives were
turned completely around.

Midmorning of this fateful day a
black cloud appeared on the hori-
zon. It grew and darkened with
ominous rapidity By the noonday
mealtime, though the sun was
blocked out, the sky was spasmodi-
cally and horribly lit up by jagged
lightning flashes. These were fol-
lowed by thunderclaps that cracked
painfully on our quivering ear-
drums. We had never seen or
heard anything like the storm that
followed. The children began to
ery; adults moaned and sobbed all
around us. We waited fearfully, not
knowing what was happening to our
poor country, every foot of it.

The entire city of Zarahemla was
set afire by lightning. The city of
Moroni on the seacoast sank,
drowning the entire population.
The earth rose up under the city of
Moronihah, then covered it and its
people, forming a tall new moun-
tain. Al the land southward suf-
fered appalling devastation, but the
land northward was even more
drastically changed. There were
hurricanes and tornadoes that car-

ried away buildings—and bodies.
Thunder and lightning punctuated
a quaking of the entire surface of
the land. Our marvelous highway
system was broken up. Smooth
areas crumpled and became rough.
Many cities were sunk into the sea,
many buried in the earth. Those
which were not completely de-
stroyed suffered high casualties
and extensive damage. Mountains
appeared, others collapsed. All of
this took place in about three
hours. Then came the real horror!

For three days—some seventy
hours—we were almost paralyzed
by thick, choking darkness. We
could feel it touching us, cold as
death. People made fumbling ef-
forts to build fires; the dry wood
refused to burn. Anguished cries
were everywhere for every minute
of those three dreadful days. Then
out of the impenetrable blackness,
throughout all our lands, we heard
a Voice, not loud, vet every soul of
us heard it with piercing clarity. In
its tones were majesty and vet ten-
derness! Somehow——it was heard
by every soul still living,

“Woe unto this people unless
they repent!  The devil laughs in
glee because of the deaths of the fair
sons and daughters of my people.
These great destructions have 1
caused because of your abomina-
tions. All ye who were spared be-
cause ye were more righteous than
they, return unto Me that I may heal
you! Tam Jesus Christ, the Son of
God. 1 came unto my own; they
received Me not. In Me is the law of
Moses fulfilled. 1 will accept none

ON THE OTHER SIDE
OF THE WORLD!

of your burnt offerings. Offer in-
stead a broken heart and contrite
spirit.”

So bemused were we that when
it was finished we were silent for
several hours. Then the wonderful
words began again; all the people
heard and witnessed.

“Oh, ye descendants of Jacob, ye
people of the house of Israel, how
oft would 1 have gathered you as a
hen gathereth her chickens under
her wings! But ye would not. How
oft will I gather you if ye will repent
and return to me with full purpose
of heart. But if not, oh, house of
Israel, your dwelling places shall
become desolate until the time of
the fulfilling of the covenant with
your fathers.”

Then it was over. The crowd be-
gan again to weep and howl for the
lost families and friends. Now
morning dispersed the darkness;
the rocks stopped their crashing
breakup; the tumult of noise was
gone, Qur mourning was turned to
joy, our lamentations to praise and
thanksgiving to the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Often now Christ ministered
freely to us. Itwas truly a wonderful
time. One day a great multitude of
Nephites was gathered around the
temple in the land of Bountiful,
talking of the great and miraculous
changes and of this jesus Christ.
Suddenly every single one of us
heard a Voice as if it came out of
Heaven.  Looking wonderingly
around we saw nothing and under-
stood not the words. The timbre
was not harsh nor loud. But

though it was soft it pierced us to
our very souls, causing our hearts
to burn, our bodies to tremble. It
spoke again, then again. Finally we
understood.

“Behold my beloved Son in
whom | am well pleased. Hear ye
Him.”

Right out of the blue sky He
descended, white garment dazzling
in the sun. The crowd was almost
blinded, locked in awed silence. He
came down and stood right there in
our midst! His hand stretched to-
ward us; He spoke.

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ, of
whom the prophets testified. Tam
the light and life of the world. 1have
drunk of the bitter cup the Father
gave Me, glorifying Him in taking on
Me the sins of the world.”

Remembering the old prophecy
that He would show Himself to us
after His ascension to Heaven, we
fell to the carth. His words carried
the healing sound of tenderness.

“Arise.  Come. Thrust your
hands into My side, feel the prints
of the nails in My hands and feet.
Know that Iam the God of Israel and
of the whole earth. 1was slain for
the sins of the world.”

One by one we went o Him,
touching His wounds. We saw with
our eyes; we felt with our hands.
We bear record that it was He whose
coming was prophesied! Over-
come, we fell again at His feet,
shouting in unison.

“Hosanna!  Blessed be the
name of the most high God!”

This was the Son of God!

Sister Donna Moser
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With these words | wou} | ex-
press the great bless ings of
God which I have received in my 1 life.
In the year 1990 there was an unfor-
gc{{ai)ic (lay for me, because it was
[ felt the desire
to changc my ii{e, and I decided to

that exact day when
be 1>apii'/.cd, [t was a moment so
~puiai that [ s han never {orkd it, i‘m

[ felt the DIEsende ¢ of the | iolv *’ﬂplmi
nomy life and I felt an nkmnapazag le
JOv.

After these vivid experiences
there came to be a purpose in my h{e,
for which | thank G@d as He Las
allowed me to fulfill it. One of thes
<>1>jutwu~ was the desire to teach our

children about the Word of God and
to be able 1o share with them my
vivid eXperiences. There were (7}7Qia~

cles which made it difficult to carry
out my (1031&:; for anmpl e, 1t was
difficult to discover the way to teach
them u{ the great imvc 0£ Gud for s,
and it was hard to express the (1@{)'{}15
of my own fcclings so little children
could understand them.

At times | was a little discour-
dgc& because | Vtiwught | couldn't
Fulfill this great rcsp(msﬂ)ili‘ty which
[ felt. One niglﬂ, }wmg very tired
from my work that day, as | ]ay down
| was caused to meditate about my
etfectiveness for my Goci, because |
had heen WOrrying about domg my
Lcmpmral work well.

\Why was | not more con-
cerned about my Christian life, izccp-
ing }nwy at cuhivating my life in
service to my Lord?

[n that moment [ felt an im-
mense desire to pray and ask the
direction of God. While I was pray-
ing | heard words of encouragement
which

continue onward and do not tarry.

gaid, “Maricela, Maricela,
Simgglc to w}} tain the gnais you have
pianne&; wm*i@ 'iuward t}wm &ml i wiH
be with you. i Vp(m {misl'zmg my
prayer | d‘l()llgili it was a dream, aw}
then | understood that it was the
»Spiri'i of God which once again was
encouraging me to continue for-
ward.

I that instant | felt a pro-

found joy in my heart and 1 could

‘pcarcd.

Later it
I 'ihoughi,

not szp pack the tears.
caused me to meditate.

"\‘("iz}n 1ycing a (igmg‘i}icr of God and
ilaving been transformed }w}f Him,
was | not wnri&ingj in actions that
could benefit me and be of benefit to
other Christians?” In that moment
I made the decision to continue

'U:acgung the ‘lﬁldrcn and then the

W};ic}a
I

To dﬂ: day I continue to

fears had c\puunud anpa
S%ziugg}c each (1ay to make nl}’ﬁf:H a
better Chri’siian, because | discov-
ered that the mission of cach believer
is to teach and transmit to others
that which one has received from the
Lord—there is no bet ter way to tes-
tify of Him.

My desires for cach of vou
voung pé:opic is that you labor in the
work of U<><1 cultivate your Ii(c, be
vig ﬂant and alert against the strate-
gies of the enemy, for we are \‘vuii\li]g
in a world full of evil diversions. One
{alw step and we can {aH, }mi if we
fight the good fight “we shall tri-
umph" aud gcconw gjood C}a ristians,
o}viaining that eternal life which God

i’}&S pronziscd s,

Your sister in Ch rist,

Maricela Yeh
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P Thisis a
picture of
Maricola
teaching
children at
an all-day
children’s
reunion,
August 1997,
at our
reunion
grounds in
Merida.

COMMENT

%f@%@@%@%@?

If we tu 1 in our Bibles to the
first chapter of Luke it tells of
the birth of John the Baptist. In
verses 59 through 63 it shows us
the friends and relatives of his par-
ents wanted to mname him
Zacharias after his father. His
mother said, “No, his name is
John.” And Zacharias himself had
a profound experience when he
confirmed his wife’s choice of
names. On the surface this locks
like much ado about nothing, but
was 1t7

Let us probe the meaning of
John’s name. Those of you who
remember your Roman history will
remember their famous enemy
Hannibal. Hannibal was from a
Phoenician colony named
Carthage. Since the Phoenicians

were close neighbors to and spoke
the same language as the Israelites
we shall use that name to illus-

trate. Hannibal means the grace of

Baal, Baal being a god that the
Phoenicians worshipped. In a
similar way the Hebrew name Ha-
naniah means the grace of Jeho-
vah. If we reverse the order of the
name 1t comes out Jehohanan or
Jehannes, from which comes our
John.

Following the birth of John
the Baptist, God would shed His
grace upon this world in a way that
had never been known before, and,
indeed, has never been shown
again., First would come John,
then the ministry of Jesus, fol-
lowed by the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, and lastly the gospel

He would leave upon this earth.
But John the Baptist was God’s
opening statement. Therefore, it
was not only desirable that he bear
aname that meant God is gracious,
but was also necessary. His name
foreshadowed the grace that was
about to come. What was obvious
to the Jews who spoke the lan-
guage becomes confusing to us
when the scriptures are translated
into English. As insignificant as
naming a baby might seen, God
really did have a hand in this one.

Jim Gordon
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MICHIGAN
REUNION

REETINGS:

This year the Michigan Re-
union will be held at the Bradley
Local. We are happy to invite
ALL to come.

B DATE-—July 18th and
19th (note new month)

B PLACE—129th Ave.,
Bradley, Michigan

We have plenty of room for
campers of any size.

B CONTACT:
Bernie Ritsema
4889 Chief Noon Day Rd.
Hastings, MI 49058
Phone—(616) 945-5173

Housing available by contacting:

Elder Adam Porter

9 Market St.
Middleville, MI 49333
Phone—(616) 795-2694

or

Duane Lee

2054 Fawn Ave.

Middleville, MI 49333

Phone—(616) 795-7420

We look forward to many
spiritual meetings and fellow-
ship with our brothers and sis-
ters.

Elder LaVerne Lussenden, Pastor
Flder Adam Porter Assisiant Pastor

COLORADO
REUNION

he  Church of Christ,

Orchard Mesa Local, 3233 B
1/2 Road, Grand Junction, Colo-
rado, will host the annual Colo-
rado Reunion on June 12, 13,
and 14, 1998.

We have thoroughly en-
Joyed the use of our new dining
room this past year. We thank
our Heavenly Father for this
blessing, and extend our thanks
to the brothers and sisters who
helped make this a reality for
us.

Please let us know if you
are coming by contacting one of
our committee to inquire about
lodging with our local members,
or motel accommodations.

John E. Bell

572 34 Road
Clifton, CO 81520
(970) 434-7100

Russell E. Bell
PO Box 1137
Palisade, CO 81526
(970) 464-4624

Marvin B. Carroll

2991 B 3/4 Road

Grand Junction, CO 81503
(970) 243-8567

We look forward to greeting
all who come in the name of our
Saviour, Jesus Christ.

Enid [. Bell, Secretary

HOUSTON |
RALLY

gunday, May 24th, starting at
9:00 a.m.

ARIZONA CAMP
FOR ALL AGES

B WHEN-—July 3-5, 1998

B WHERE—Walnut Ranch,
Heber, Arizona

B HOW TO GET THERE—
One hour north of Payson,
Arizona, on Highway 260.
Turn west after mile post
299

(Map available upon re-
gquest.)

Come join with us as we wor-
ship the Lord and study His
word in the world’s largest Pon-
derosa Pine forest. Cool nights,
good company, and activities are
planned for everyone. All are
welcome to attend.

B CONTACT:
Andy Brown
2916 E. Rockwood Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85024
(6021 569-9745

Aaron Moser
18829 N. 29th Place
Phoenix, AZ 85024
(602) b69-2414

Email: aceb17@juno.com
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Come Stare a Weel wc
TEENAGERS LIKE YOd!!!

Teen Cha”enge ‘98 - ;Z\ugusn‘ Q-7

"Camp has helped me a lot to see the
many different opinions that people have
towards God and each other. 1t has helped
me realize that you can't live your life with-
out the word of God The biggest activity
at camp that helps me the most is the last
camp fire. It shows the ups and downs of life
and how we can overcome them with God”

Megan Mm’gan, 14 year old from
Shawnee, KS

"Camp has brought me the best friends
[ will ever have in my life. We are bonded to
each other because of our faith and nothing
can break that: We count on each other
Going to camp is what gives me the strength
to survive another year in the world i+'s a
powerful week”

Rebecca Oar. 20 years old, from Phoe-
nix, AZ

"} guess you could say that camp
means a lot to us who are isolated We
don't get to go to normal church services
but o few times a year. At camp you are
filled with love for the people that sur-
round you—— a profound love that you
can only attain through God and nothing
efse. You're also engulfed in a sort of
safe keeping peace, and you know that
God is watching over an entire group of
people that are as oper as they feel they
can be. Remember, God can squeeze
through even a pinhole.”

Amy Case. 15 years old. from In-
dian Springs, OH.

B se looking for your CAMP REGISTRATION FORMS in upcoming Zion's Advocates.
For more information call BUZZ BRICKHOUSE at (816) 356-8214.
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion's Advocats by sending us your new address
immediately. Each undeliverable Zion’s Advocate costs the church more
than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to regular postage.

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 1998 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the Church of
Christ will commence Sunday, April 6. The business sessions will start at
9:00 AM. Monday, April 6. A Solemn Assembly will be held prior to the
conference, on April 3 & 4. All services will be held on the Temple Lot

The 1998 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church
of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 10, 11 and
12, at Independence, Missouri

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Each’
Members (optionaly. . ... ... ... ... ... ... .. ... .. $4.00
Non-Members. . ... ... .. ... . ... ... .. ... ... . ...... 4.00
Foreign. ... ... . ... 4.50

Babylon's Falland the Way of Escape ... ... .. ... .. ... .. . . .. 1.85

Book of Commandments (hard bound) .. ... .. ... ... ... 9.00

Book of Commandments {plasticbound) ... ... ... . ... .. . .. .. 5.00

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed . .. . 4.00

Book of Mormon (1908 Authorized Edition-—_eather). . 20.00

Book of Mormon {1990 independence Edition—Cloth). . . 18.00

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—Leathery. . . .. 2400

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—Missionary) . . 7.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound} . ... ... .. ... .. . 12.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (sofibound). = . . .. 500

Book of Mormon Concordance . .. . ... 8.00

Changing of the Revelations . . .. . N . .50

Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations ... . 1.60

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor. ... . 4.50

Outline History of the Church of Christ ... .. ... . . . .. 985

Temple LotDeed .. . . e 30

What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God . . 2.50

Ziew'sHymnal ... o oL 12.00

'Cost of mailing will be added,

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE:"

Ancient Prophecies Fulfiled in 1830
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy
Book of Mormon, The (tract)
Brief History of the Church of Christ, A
Christian Sabbath is the Lord’s Day, The
Concerning Marriage and Polygamy
Cost of Salvation, Tha
Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
First Presidency or First Aposties?
God's Purpose in America
Great Plan of Redemption, The
Is Marriage for Time and Eternity?—A Fallacy
Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem, The
Latter Day Restoration, The
Priesthood—Divine Authority
Principles of the Gospel—Baptism
Principles of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel—The Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement
Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus
Synopsis, A {Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon
Why? (Amplifies absence of a "First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord ,
*Note: Donations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs
(Multiple copies avaflable 6-50¢ / 100-35 85 plus postage)

Chureh of Christ NONPROFIT
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS U8 POSTAGE
TEMPLE LOT PAID

200 S. RIVER BLVD INDEP., MO
P.O. BOX 472 PERMIT NO. 259

INDEPENDENCE, MO 64051-0472
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The foilowing materials are available on loan to members of the Church
of Christ fromn the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Committee:

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION
Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the make of
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in
the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona, areas.
Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for your own
preview of the programs. Wite to the AVVAA Committee, Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 84051-0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward Ameri-
can indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 mirutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and
1830

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)—Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormaon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion" in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Tempie Lot.

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testa-
ment and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron Temple, 5621
Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64138, Specify which set is desired and
the estimated length of time you expect to use it.

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassette tape write to Mike Kelley, 30068 East Wescott
Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85024, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Road, Kansas
City, Missouri 64138

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for S5 materials to Debbie Vogel 403 Colonel Drive,
Independence, Missouri 64050, All materials are free of charge to members
of the Church of Christ, except as noted. Donations will be accepted to cover
postage.

Bible Stories to Grow By—-52 lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7

Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormon

Church History for Juniors—inciudes a Teacher’s Guide

Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10

Who Am 17—Bible game on cards, free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 to indi-
viduals.
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