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FROM THE ARCHIVES |

Zion's Adbocate

P FIRSTISSUE ZION’S ADVOCATE COVER REPRINT, Vol. 1, No. 1~May 15, 1922

he Church of Christ at Independence, Mo., takes

great pleasure at this time in issuing Zion’s Advo-

cate, for we believe that the time is at hand when
all Latter Day Saints should have their minds turned to-
ward the great work of Zion’s Redemption. There is great
responsibilities resting upon all that have taken upon them-
selves the name of Jesus Christ in these last days, for God
is unchangeable, he is the same yesterday, today and for-
ever, therefore it behooves those placed in charge of the
work here upon the earth to let their light shine as a beacon,
to light the way for those that are groping in this dark world
of doubt and uncertainty.

For that reason we have decided to publish the Advo-
cate, and place before the world the belief and doctrine of
the Church of Christ relative to the gathering of the chil-
dren of Israel and the redemption of Zion. The standard
bearers of this latter day work have great responsibility
attached to their work; in order that they may succeed in
their work, they must be strong and courageous, for their
place is not only at the battle front, but to hold their
standards high so that those who follow may continue to
have courage to press on to the victory. Not only that, but
when their standards trail in the dust then will the enemy
take renewed courage, and have greater power to overcome
those that follow.

The Church of Christ has taken the Bible, the Book of
Mormon and the revelations given in these last days for
their guide, and it will be upon this basis that the publishers
of the Advocate will seek to establish the principles and
means by which the restored Gospel will be effective in
breaking down the cunning plans of the devil and his agents
that have retarded the work of the gathering.

The Lord has said, “Zion shall not be moved out of her
place, notwithstanding her children are scattered, they that
remain and are pure in heart shall return and come to their
inheritances; they and their children, with songs of ever-
lasting joy; to build up the waste places of Zion. And all
these things that the prophets might be fulfilled.” D. & Cov.
08:4, therefore we wish to affirm that the Church of Christ
stands upon that position, and are looking forward to the
fulfillment of all things that the Lord has promised in
connection with it.

If you are interested in the building up of “the waste
places of Zion” and the gathering of “the pure in heart,”
then we hope that our efforts in advocating the principles
by which this work will be done, will not be in vain, but will
cause a burning desire in your hearts to help us build up
the Kingdom of God on the earth. For this work is not
dependent upon any one man, but each and every person
that has taken upon him the name of Christ has pledged
himself to do all that is in his power to help establish
rightecusness in the earth, so we are safe in taking up the
work of advocating the cause of Zion to all men that are
seeking for that city whose maker is God. If this appeals to
vou as one of the means by which good can be accomplished
in this direction, then let your friends and neighbors know
it, let them read your Advocate; send their names to us that
we may be able to send them a paper too.

We have decided to print the Advocate at this time
because of the fact that many saints from all factions of the
Latter Day work are writing to us that they may receive an
understanding of the ideals of the Church of Christ in
regard to the perplexing problems that are confronting the
world today. For they realize that perilous times are at
hand, and that as yet no place of safety has been prepared.
These inquiries are not confined to any certain locality, but
have come from almost every state in the Union, Australia,
England, Germany, and Canada. Therefore, we feel that
through the Advocate these inquiries could more effectively
be answered than through private correspondence.

Not only that, but often the questions are of such
importance that the answers would be of general interest
to all Latter Day saints, also, it would give the members of
the Church of Christ a more regular way of being in touch
with the church here at Independence, Mo.

To them we would say, take new hope, be a missionary
in your locality, spread the cause of Christ among all people
that you come in contact with, and we will do all that is in
our power to help you in your efforts.

[After more than 75 years we are still
an Advocate for Zion. —editors]
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' RESTORATION TEACHINGS EXAMINED

FIRST PRESIDENCY
AN INNOVATION OF MAN

By Apostle Roland Sarratt

he claim of the estab-

I lishment of a First Presi-
dency in the Church of
Christ has been one of the most
mysterious happenings in the
early church. The lack of perti-
nent details, as well as the lack
of supportive scriptures, is rea-
son enough for any searcher of
truth to question its authentic-
ity. During the 1920’s the min-
istry of this church, the Church
of Christ, made an extensive re-
search and study which resulted
in this church taking the posi-
tion that the establishment of

the First Presidency was not of
God, but was, in fact, an innova-
tion of man.

In An Outline History of the
Church of Christ, on page 139,
this statement is recorded:

On October 8, 1925, of the fall
conference, a resolution was
adopted which abolished the office
of Presiding Elder. During the after-
noon session of the same day, a de-
sire was expressed in a resolution to
perfect the organization in harmony
with the teachings of the Bible and
the Book of Mormon; and it was also
resolved: “That we petition the Lord
for direction as to the choosing of the
Apostles, and such other matters as
he may see fit to impart unto us.”

On the previous page of
that same history this sentence
can be found:

This study soon divulged the fact
that the origin of a First Presidency
over the apostolic council was, in
itself, a very vague and conflicting
innovation.

This Church of Christ took
a stand at that point that
brought about a distinct differ-
ence between it and most of the
other churches of the “Restora-

Although we have

had to answer the

question many times

during the past

seventy years or so

why we don't have a

First Presidency, the

answer is always

prefty much the

same: there is no

scriptural proof of

such an office in the

Bible or the Book of

Mormon.
b ]
tion,” those claiming the same
origin of the Church of Christ
that was organized on April 6,
1830, in New York. Prior to this
action in 1925, this church had
believed in having a first presi-
dency or a presiding elder as the
head of the church. Although
we have had to answer the ques-
tion many times during the past
seventy years or so why we
don’t have a First Presidency,
the answer is always pretty

much the same: there is no
scriptural proof of such an office
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in the Bible or the Book of Mor-
mon. Unfortunately, that is not
a sufficient answer for most of
the inquirers that we encounter.
For that reason this article is
written to our friends of the
“Restoration,” in the hope that
some plain talk will bring suffi-
cient light upon the subject to
those whose minds are open to
the truth.

There have been many who
have been convinced by some
means that the First Presidency
was divinely established in the
early church during Joseph
Smith’s time. To substantiate
their convictions they have
searched the scriptures for
proof and have found hints of
what they feel are evidences of
those much desired offices.

One of their claims is that
it was God’s will that a man
should occupy as head of the
church in the place of Jesus
Christ after his ascension into
heaven. In latter day revelation
that office was given the name
President of the High Priest-
hood. However, it appears that
the head of the church was not
to act alone, but he was to have
at least two assistants which
would make the First Presi-
dency three in number. These
three were to act in the place of
Christ as head of the church and
head of the twelve apostles.

Who were those three in
the New Testament church?
Some claim that they were Pe-
ter, James and John. If that be
true then there had to be four
vacancies in the apostolic coun-
cil after Christ ascended into

heaven. But that is not true.
There was only one vacancy;
only one man was chosen, Mat-
thias, and he filled the vacancy

If we are to believe
that there was a First
Presidency in the
New Testament
church, we have 1o
resort to conjecture

fo do so.

R A T
of Judas who had betrayed
Christ and had taken his own
life, From the time that Jesus
sat down with the twelve apos-
tles to partake of the Passover
(Luke 22:14) until He was cru-
cified there was no time nor oc-
casion where he would have
called out three additional men
(or one for that matter) to oc-
cupy in his place. Peter was
identified as one of the twelve
apostles at that time (verses 31-
34).

If we are to believe that
there was a First Presidency in
the New Testament church, we
have to resort to conjecture to
do so. Those three additional
men did not exist according to
the scriptures. Jesus did not ap-
point a man, or three men, to
take his place when he ascended
into heaven. To say that he did
we have to read between the
lines and make the scriptures
say something that they do not
say.

Jesus did make a special

provision for His disciples be-
fore He ascended into heaven,
but He did not choose a mortal
man to take His place here on
earth. Jesus said, “...Iwill pray
the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may
abide with you for ever; Even the
Spirit of truth...” John 14:16,
17. That Comforter (the Holy
Ghost) was sent on the day of
Pentecost as recorded in Acts,
chapter 2.

Of all the particulars that
were given concerning the
works and ministrations of the
twelve apostles, surely an office
asimportant as a president over
the church as was set up in
Joseph Smith’s time would not
have been omitted in the New
Testament. But that is exactly
what some are saying had to
have happened. There is abso-
lutely nothing in the scriptures
that tells us that such an office
existed in New Testament
times.

If we were to say that only
the Bible lacked that informa-
tion and that such an office was
established in Book of Mormon
times we would have cause to
concede to the claim. However,
the Book of Mormon is lacking
that pertinent information as
well. This really causes us to
question the claim for the First
Presidency because the Book of
Mormon is to supply some of the
plain and precious things that
had been taken out of the Bible.
Some very important informa-
tion was given by Moroni in the
latter part of the Book of Mor-
mon which might have been left
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out had he not been guided by
the Spirit to write it. He quoted
the words of Christ concerning
the bestowal of the Holy Ghost,
he gave information concerning
ordinations, and recorded the
prayers to be given over the
bread and wine. Surely if the
office of First Presidency had
been inadvertently omitted by
Mormon, Moroni would have
been guided by the Spirit to give
pertinent information concern-
ing it. However, he, as well as
his father, were completely si-
lent on the subject.

Some have said that Nephi
was the one chosen by Christ to
occupy as president of the
church, but the same problem
exists as in the Bible: there are
only twelve men chosen as Je-
sus’ disciples and Nephi was one
of them. No where can we find
the additional three men neces-
sary to make up the First Presi-
dency. And again, such an office
to preside over the church
would have been much too im-
portant not to have been men-
tioned anywhere in the ac-
counts recorded during and af-
ter the time that Christ was
here on earth.

So where must we go to get
that important information?
Well, let’s try the Old Testa-
ment. Some have said that
Moses occupied the position of
President of the High Priest-
hood over the “church in the
wilderness” during the time
that he led the Israelites out of
Egypt (Acts 7:38). Did he in-
deed? Where does it say that?

There is very little written

in the scriptures that indicates
the position or priesthood office
that Moses held, but he did
anoint and consecrate Aaron

For twelve and
one-half years the
church had a First
Presidency with no
official record of the
establishment and
ordination of that
office in the church.

R ST
and Aaron’s sons. Moses was
raised up by the Lord to lead the
Israelites out of Egypt, and he
was instrumental in giving the
schoolmaster law (Law of
Moses) (Galatians 3:24, 25). He
truly was a type of Christ inas-
much as he prophesied of
Christ, saying that God would
raise up a Prophet like unto
himself (Deut. 18:15).

We find that Moses has
been quoted and referred to by
many men of God. Joseph who
was sold into Egypt prophesied
of Moses. Some of his words
were quoted by Lehi just before
Lehi died (2 Nephi 2:31-35). In
all the writings of the men of
God and the words of Christ in
the Bible and the Book of Mor-
mon, Moses’ priesthood office
was never directly named. In
latter day revelation, however,
we find that he received his
priesthood through his father-
in-law, Jethro, who was the
priest of Median (1835 D & C

4:2 RL.D.S. D & C83:2 & Exo-
dus 18:1).

Alma tells us that Mel-
chisedec was a high priest and
that there were many before
him and many after him but
none were greater (Alma 10:7,
15). That priesthood was after
the order of the Son, which or-
der was from the foundation of
the world (Alma 9:70). In all
probability Moses was a high
priest holding the Melchisedec
Priesthood. Did that make him
a president of the high priest-
hood or the president of the
church? Were Aaron and Hur
part of that Presidency? Were
the twelve princes of Israel the
twelve apostles at that time?
Here again we have to read be-
tween the lines because there
certainly isn’t anything in the
scriptures that confirms such a
theory. Try as we might we
can’t make the word of God say
something that it does not say.

Perhaps we should take a
closer look at what happened in
the early church during Joseph
Smith’s time and how the office
of First Presidency had its ori-
gin. In May of 1829, Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery were
ordained by a heavenly messen-
ger to the priesthood of Aaron,
and afterward they baptized
each other and ordained each
other according to the instruc-
tions given. However, this ordi-
nation did not give them the
power to bestow the Holy
Ghost. On April 6, 1830, they
ordained each other as elders
according to a previous com-
mandment and laid hands upon
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all those who had previously
been baptized that they might
receive the Holy Ghost. All this
was done according to divine
instructions given of God.

The ordination of Joseph
Smith to the office of President
of the High Priesthood lacked
the particulars that were given
at the former ordinations. In
fact, that incident failed to be
recorded or even mentioned at
the time that it was supposed to
have occurred. The only ac-
count that we have wasn’t put
into print until three months
after Joseph Smith’s death.
The following is his brief ac-
count of that happening as
given in his history:

“On the 26" 1 called a general
council of the church and was ac-
knowledged as the president of the
high priesthood, according to a pre-
vious ordination at a conference of
high priests, elders and members,
held at Ambherst, Ohio, on the
twenty-fifth of January, 1832” Times
and Seasons, Vol. 5, No. 16, p. 624,
Sept. 2, 1844,

It has been concluded that
the above incident where
Joseph Smith was acknow-
ledged as president of the high
priesthood took place in Mis-
souri on April 26, 1832. Going
back in his history to the ac-
count of the Amherst confer-
ence we find that it is also very
brief, so brief that he failed to
even include the fact that he
was ordained President of the
High Priesthood at that confer-
ence. Unfortunately, no one
else recorded it either. Also, a

revelation was given at that
conference but there was noth-
ing given in it relating to the
President of the High Priest-
hood.

For twelve and one-half
years the church had a First
Presidency with no official re-
cord of the establishment and
ordination of that office in the
church. No one knows who did
the ordaining or by what
authority or commandment it
was performed. It appears that
Joseph Smith was his own wit-
ness to the happening, but we
have no proof'that every word in
his history printed three
months after his death are actu-
ally his.

Yes, there are many proofs
that Joseph Smith acted in the
position of president of the
church, but his authority to do
so is what is under question.
And, yes, we know that there
are revelations that seem to
substantiate that authority. To
prove that authority we must
ask when were those revela-
tions given, and were they given
prior to or at the time of his
supposed ordination to that of-
fice?

The earliest revelation
printed that provided for the of-
fice of president is found in the
1835 edition of the Doctrine and
Covenants, section 2 (Section
17, RLD.S. D. & C.). We find
this in verses 16 and 17:

“No person is 1o be ordained to
any office in this church, where
there is a regularly organized branch
of the same, without the vote of that

church; but the presiding elders,
traveling bishops, high councilors,
high priests, and elders, may have
the privilege of ordaining, where
there is no branch of the church,
that a vote may be called. Every
president of the high priesthood (or
presiding elder), bishop, high coun-
cilor, and high priest, is to be or-
dained by the direction of a high
council, or General Conference.”

In an indirect way that
commandment may have pro-
vided authority for a First Presi-
dency. However the printing of
this revelation that was made in
1835 differs from the first three
printings of this revelation.
The first printing was on the
front page of the first issue of
the Evening and Morning Star,
dated June, 1832. The above
quote was not in that revelation
as it was printed then. Nor was
it in the revelation as it was
printed the second time one
year later (June, 1833) in the
Evening and Morning Star.
Nor was it in the Book of Com-
mandments, chapter 24, when
it was printed in 1833. That
revelation was given in June,
1830, in Fayette, New York.

The proponents of the First
Presidency tell us that those in
Independence who were respon-
sible for the printing of the reve-
lations had altered some of
them, and that this revelation
contained the above quote when
it was given in June, 1830. If
that be true then Joseph Smith
surely would have been very up-
set when he received the first
issue of the Evening and Morn-
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ing Star with that portion of the
revelation missing. However,
we find in his history, for what-
ever it is worth, this bit of infor-
mation:

“In July, (1832) we received the
first number of 7he Evening and
Morning Star, which was a joyous
treat to the Saints. Delightful, in-
deed, was it to contemplate that the
little band of brethren had become
so large, and grown so strong, in so
short a space as to be able to issue a
paper of their own, which contained
not only some of the revelations, but
other information also,—which
would gratify and enlighted the
humble inquirer after truth” Times
and Seasons, Vol. 5, No. 16, p. 626,
Sept. 2, 1844.

If Joseph Smith was not
cognizant of the changes that
had been made at that time
surely he would become aware
of them sooner or later and
would confront those who were
responsible. Later was June 25,
1833, when he wrote a letter to
W. W. Phelps in Zion from Kirt-
land, Ohio. The following is an
excerpt from that letter:

“The following errors we have
found in the commandments, as
printed: Fortieth chapter, tenth
verse, third line, instead of corrup-
table, put corrupted. Fourteenth
verse of the same chapter, fifth line,
instead of respecter to persons, put
respecter of persons. Twenty-first
verse, second line of the same chap-
ter, instead of respecter to, put re-
specter of.  Forty-fourth chapter,
twelfth verse, last line, instead of
hands put heads” Times and Sea-

sons, Vol. 6, No. 3, p. 800, Feb. 15,
1845.

No mention was made of
the revelation that was given at

...There are over
one thousand
differences both in
wording and
doctrnal feachings
in the revelations
that are in the 1835
Doctrine and
Covenants as
compared to the
same revelations in
the Book of
Commandments.

Fayette, New York in June,
1830, which was chapter 24 in
the Book of Commandments.
However, Joseph Smith must
have had the completed book or
manuscript in his hands be-
cause he referred to chapter and
verse which corresponds with
the Book of Commandments as
we have it today. If Joseph had
examined the book or manu-
script that closely and read as
far as the fortieth chapter he
surely would have noticed that
two whole paragraphs were
missing from chapter 24. In
fact those who have made exten-
sive comparisons of the Book of
Commandments and the Doc-
trine and Covenants in more re-
cent times have found, not two,

but three additional paragraphs
in that revelation as printed in
the Doctrine and Covenants
that were not in the Book of
Commandments, and two hun-
dred thirty-one other word dif-
ferences. In our church history
we are told that there are over
one thousand differences both
in wording and doctrinal teach-
ings in the revelations that are
in the 1835 Doctrine and Cove-
nants as compared to the same
revelations in the Book of Com-
mandments. (See An Outline
History of the Church of Christ
page 52.)

We might not have consid-
ered these differences of any sig-
nificant importance if they had
nothing to do with the estab-
lishment of church doctrine or
the church structure. If the
claim for additional priesthood
offices, which were not founded
by scripture and by the earlier
revelations, was not involved,
we would be less likely to ques-
tion the changes. However, it is
obvious that many of the
changes that were made in the
revelations when they were
printed in the Doctrine and
Covenants accommodated for
the offices of the First Presi-
dency which did not exist at the
time that the church was being
established in the years of 1829
and 1830.

We find ourselves asking
the question, why? Why should
a people be so compelled to be-
lieve in a priesthood office that
was set up by man and not by
God? Isnot what the Lord gave
sufficient for the church? Why
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should we want a mortal man
who is subject to weakness and
error to exercise himself as a
hierarch over the church when
the Lord had already estab-
lished his church with twelve
men chosen as his disciples?

Around forty years ago I
was told by my father of a short
conversation that he had had
with an elder in one of the Res-
toration churches. The elder
was an avid student of scripture
and history. In confidence the
elder told my father that he had
made a great search in an effort
to prove the authenticity of his
church, which proudly sup-
ported a First Presidency. The
elder admitted that his search
did not lead him to the church
established by Christ in Jerusa-
lem, but rather, to the Catholic
Church. The elder, however,
still maintained a belief in the
First Presidency to his death.

There was a time when the
Israelites desired a king. Al-
though the Lord warned them
that it would not be good for
them, they persisted until He
gave them what they wanted.
At a later time the same thing
happened on this land among
the Nephites. In both instances
time proved that the Lord was
right because there were evil
men who came to power and
caused much hardship and sor-
row.

You might say that this has
nothing to do with the church.
In truth it does. There was a
time in history that a hierarchy
was set up in the church which
brought about an apostasy well

known to all students of the re-
stored gospel of Christ. Speak-
ing of the return of Jesus Christ,
Paul wrote this:

“Let no man deceive you
by any means: for that day
shall not come, except there
come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be re-
vealed, the son of perdition;
who opposeth and exalteth
himself above all that is
called God, or that is wor-
shipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is
God” 2 Thessalonians 2:3,
4,

When the Church of Christ
was established again here on
earth, the proclamation that
was declared to the world was
that the fullness of the gospel of
Christ had been restored, and
with it the establishing of the
church as it was in Jerusalem
prior to the apostasy. But what
caused the apostasy? Was it not
the setting up of a hierarchy
over the church with a one per-
son head who was supposed to
take the place of Christ?

It is difficult to understand
why the church in its infancy
would enter again into that path
of apostasy from which it had
just emerged. The “Reforma-
tion” had thrown off some of the
ordinances of darkness that had
kept the people from enjoying
the light of the gospel, but it
wasn’t until the fullness of the
gospel was restored that they
were able to enjoy the true light
that had been known in the days

of Christ and His apostles. Now
the people could look with great
hope to the church being
blessed with all the gifts that it
had known in days of old. Un-
fortunately their hope was
short lived, although the Lord
did bless the church in spite of
the errors that began to come
into it.

Within two years after the
church was organized the
groundwork of a new unauthor-
ized hierarchy was begun. Hu-
man aspirations of power and
control emerged to thwart the
work of God. Glory be to God
for He truly is wiser than man
and more powerful than the
devil. He strove with a small
band of His people and brought
about certain corrections in the
church structure which com-
plied with the commandments
as they were given originally.
The Lord is still striving with
this little band known as the
Church of Christ, and we are
thankful that He hasn’t given
up on us yet.

Let us give thanks that the
Lord has freed us from that in-
novation of man known as the
First Presidency. Let us dili-
gently pray that the Lord will
see fit to free all of our friends
of the “Restoration” that are
still trusting in that innovation,
that they may realize that it is
not of God, and that they may
come and enjoy the true light of
His gospel with us.

<
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DEVELOPING A ZIONIC ATTITUDE

Decter Thy Brother

|

Elder Allen Kauffman

“How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of
him that bringeth good tid-
ings, that publisheth peace;
that bringeth good tidings
of good, that publisheth sal-
vation; that saith wunto
Zion, Thy God reigneth!
Thy watchmen shall lift up
the voice; with the voice to-
gether shall they sing: for
they shall see eye to eye,
when the Lord shall bring
again Zion” Is. 52:7-8.

Our goal in life should be
that whenever or wherever this
zionic condition occurs that we

will be righteous enough to be
with Christ and dwell with Him.

“The earth is the Lord’s,
and the fullness thereof; the
world, and they that dwell
therein. For he hath
founded it upon the seas,
and established it upon the
floods. Who shall ascend
into the hill of the Lord? or
who shall stand in his holy
place? He that hath clean
hands, and a pure heart;
who hath not lifted up his
soul unto vanity, nor sworn
deceitfully. He shall receive
the blessing from the Lord,
and righteousness from the
God of his salvation” Psalm
24:1-5.

This is the kind of people
that we are to be: a people with
clean hands and a pure heart,
doing the things that we are
taught in the scriptures, and
keeping ourselves unspotted
from the world, and not lifting
our souls up to those things that
bring us to naught: “Be in the
world, but not of it.”

Love is probably one of the
most important things that we
should possess to reach this type
of condition. When He was
asked, “Which is the great com-

Our godl in life
should be that
whenever or
wherever this zionic
condition occurs
that we will be
righteous enough to
be with Christ and
dwell with Him.

mandment in the law?”

‘Jesus said unto him,
Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind. This is
the first and great com-
mandment. And the second
is like unto it, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thy-
self. On these two com-
mandments hang all the
law and the prophets” Mat-
thew 22:37-40.

If we can learn to have this
love that Christ was speaking of|
that is the first step to reaching
that goal of a Zionic condition.
It says at the beginning of this
article “that the Lord will bring
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again Zion”; mankind, in all our
efforts, cannot force the Lord’s
hand. He will bring about this
condition when He sees fit to do
so. We can’t rush or detain God.

“Therefore all things
whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye
even so to them.: for this is
the law and the prophets”
Matthew 7:12.

This is one of the first
things that we teach our chil-
dren in Sunday School—that we
should treat others as we would
like to be treated. And I think
that as adults, this is the first
thing that we forget to do.

“Seek vye the Lord while
he may be found, call ye
upon him while he is near:
Let the wicked forsake his
way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy
upon him; and to our God,
for he will abundantly par-
don” Isaiah 55:6-7.

Every year we ask to havea
solemn assembly to prepare
ourselves for Conference, and I
think that it’s fine to do so. But
when Conference starts I think
we forget about the prayers that
we offered to God to guide and
direct us, and go about doing

unto you, Love your ene-
mies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that

hate you, and pray for them

It says... “that the
Lord will bring again
Zion”; mankind, in all
our efforts, cannot
force the Lord’s
hand. He will bring
apout this condition
when He sees fit to
do so.

which despitefully use you,
and persecute you, That ye
may be the children of your
Father which is in heaven:

for he maketh his suntorise

on the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust. Forifye
love them which love you,
what reward have ye? do
not even the publicans the
same? And ifye saluteyour
brethren only, what do ve
more than others? do not
even the publicans so? Be

ye therefore perfect, even as
your Father which is in

heaven is perfect” Matthew
5:43-48. See also 1 John
4:4-11.

This is probably the hard-

est thing to do: to bless them

love those that love us, we're no
better than the other people of
the world. Christ gives us the
example to follow, “Be ye there-
fore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect.”

“There is no fear in love;
but perfect love casteth out
fear: because fear hath tor-
ment. He that feareth is not
made perfect in love” I John
4:18.

“And again, behold I say
unto you, that he can not
have faith and hope, save he
shall be meek and lowly of
heart; if so, his faith and
hope are vain, for none is
acceptable before God, save
the meek and lowly of heart;
And if a man be meek and
lowly in heart, and con-
fesses by the power of the
Holy Ghost, that Jesus is
the Christ, he must needs
have charity; for if he have
not charity, he is nothing;
wherefore he must needs
have charity. And charity
suffereth long, and is kind,
and envieth not, and is not
puffed up, seeketh not her
own, is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil, and re-
Jjoiced not in iniquity, but
rejoiceth in the truth,
beareth all things, believeth
all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things;
wherefore, my  beloved

that say bad things about you, brethren, if ye have not
and run you down, and ridicule charity, ye are nothing, for

“Yo have heard that it | you, but Christ says if we want |  charity — never faileth.
hath been said, Thou shalt to be the children of God, this is Whe{' efore, . clgave unto
love thy neighbour, and what we have to do. This fulfills charity, which is the great-

hate thine enemy. But I say the law of love, and if we only ]ecgiff Z?zg’ f Z’C; ?g ;}g’;%se ’szé

things on our own.
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love of Christ, and it en-
dureth for ever; and whoso
is found possessed of it at
the last day, it shall be well
with them. Wherefore, my
beloved brethren, pray unto
the Father with all the en-
ergy of heart, that ye may be
filled with this love which
he hath bestowed upon all
who aretrue followers of his
Son Jesus Christ, that ye
may become the sons of
God, that when he shall ap-
pear, we shall be like him;
for we shall see him as he is,
that we may have this hope,
that we may be purified
even as he is pure. Amen”
Moroni 7:49-53.

Zion—is it a place or a con-
dition? I think that most of us
would agree that it is both a
place and a condition! Ifeel that
we all know where the place is
to be located, but perhaps we
need to work on the condition.
I remember the admonishment
that Brother Ely gave us at a
reunion: “We must humble our-
selves and we will get the an-
swers to all our differences.”
Have we heeded that admonish-
ment? Have we taken this ad-
vice to heart, or thought it ap-
plied only to others, our broth-
ers and sisters? Ithink that we
all need to heed the warning and
put ‘our own house’ in order.
There’s an old saying that we
need to sweep our own back
porch, and not try to be sweep-
ing our neighbors.

“And in the morning, as
they passed by, they saw the
fig tree dried up from the

roots. And Peter calling to
remembrance saith unto
him, Master, behold the fig
tree which thou cursedst is

I remember the
admonishment that
Brother Ely gave us
at a reunion: "We
must humble
ourselves and we
will get the answers
o all our

differences.”
pooo e ]

withered away. And Jesus
answering saith unto them,
Have faith in God. For ver-
ily I say unto you, That
whosoever shall say unto
this mountain, Be thou re-
moved, and be thou cast
into the sea; and shall not
doubt in his heart, but shall
believe that those things
which he saith shall cometo
pass; he shall have whatso-
ever he saith. Therefore I
say unto you, What things
soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shall have
them. And when ye stand
praying, forgive, if ye have
aught against any: that
your Father also whichisin
heaven may forgive you
yourtrespasses. Butifyedo
not forgive, neither will
your Father which is in
heaven forgive your tres-
passes” Mark 11:20-26.

I know that it is most diffi-
cult sometimes to forgive some-

one, but look closely at what
Christ is telling us. If we don’t
forgive others, He will not for-
give us. That’s pretty harsh,
but that’s what it says, like it or
not.

“Ye are of God, little chil-
dren, and have overcome
them.: because greater is he

that is in you, than he that
s in the world” 1 John 4:4.

We have a gift that no other
people have—the gift of the
Holy Ghost. We need to exer-
cise that gift, to allow it to lead
us into all truths and not to be
lead about with every wind of
doctrine. But above all we must
have that charity that we are
told to have. If we have that, all
other things will fall into place
and will automatically come, be-
cause we have LOVE in our
hearts.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

What Is That In Thine Hands?

By Clarence L. Wheaton
(1893~1976)

Apostle 1926~1976

From a sermon, circa 1960

“And Moses answered
and said, But, behold, they
will not believe me, nor
hearken unto my voice: for
they will say, the Lord hath
not appeared unto thee.
And the Lord said unto
him, What is that in thine
hand? and he said, A rod.
And he said, Cast it on the
ground. And he cast it on
the ground, and it became a
serpent; and Moses fled
from before it. And the
LORD said unto Moses, Put
forth thine hand, and take
it by the tail. And he put
forth his hand, and caught
it,and it became arod in his
hand: That they may be-
lieve that the LORD God of
their fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, hath
appeared unto thee” Exo-
dus 4:1-5.

When the Lord spoke to
Moses from the flame in the
burning bush and told him that
he wastobe chosen as an instru-
ment in His hands to deliver the
children of Israel from bond-
age, Moses said unto God,

“Who am I, that I should
go unto Pharaoh, and that
I should bring forth the
children of Israel out of
Egypt? And Moses said
unto God, Behold, when I
come unto the children of
Israel, and shall say unto
them, the God of your fa-
thers hath sent me unto you;
and they shall say unto me,
What is his name? What
shall I say unto them? And
God said unto Moses, I AM
THAT I AM: and he said,
Thus shalt thou say unto
the children of Israel, I AM
hath sent me untoyou” Exo-
dus 3:11:13-14.

After thus revealing to
Moses His name and commis-
sioning him to go on his mission
of deliverance, and prepare the
elders of Israel for their part in
this great undertaking, Moses
realized the greatness of his
task and that it would take more
than just his word to move these
elders and the people to obedi-
ence, and as we all do when
measuring such great tasks
from human eyes’ experience
alone, he exclaimed,

“But, behold, they will
not believe me nor hearken
unto my voice: for they will
say the Lord hath not ap-
peared untothee” Exodus4:1.

Surely the spirit of God
gives inspiration, and
unless Moses and
others similarly situated
to perform special
works for the Lord shall
have the inspiration of
God to know what the
gifts and talents are
that God has plaoced in
their hands, they
cannot accomplish

that work successfully.
g e

Surely the spirit of God
gives inspiration, and unless
Moses and others similarly situ-
ated to perfom special works for
the Lord shall have the inspira-
tion of God to know what the
gifts and talents are that God
has placed in their hands, they
cannot accomplish that work
successfully.

Let us examine the text:
“What is that in thine hand?”

If you were asked this same
question by the Lord tfoday,
what would your answer be?

Examine your hands, each
of you.

Meditate a moment. Then
in your hearts evaluate that
which you see in your hands.

The Lord said unto Moses,
“What is that in thine hand?”
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Moses examined the object
in his hand and said, “A rod.”

The Lord commanded
Moses, “Cast it on the ground.”

And when Moses had done
so0, it became a serpent and he
fled from it.

“And the Lord said unto
Moses, Put forth thine
hand, and take it by the tail,
And he put forth his hand,
and caught it, and it be-
came a rod in his hand:
That they may believe that
the Lord God of their Fa-
thers, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, hath ap-
peared unto thee” Exodus
4:4-5.

This was a simple experi-
ence, and yet it was to have a far
reaching effect, not only upon
Moses and the children of Is-
rael, but upon future genera-
tions of men. It was a simple
test of faith, a test of the spiri-
tual strength of Moses, and a
lesson to us of how faith can
move upon the mind of man and
cause him to trust God, and
thus perform his task.

Did Moses use this miracu-
lous gift, which he found in his
hand, as a source of amusement
for his friends?

No! With faith in God and
confidence in his mission,
Moses plagued a tyrannical king
with his rod; he smote a river
and caused it to turn to blood.
Again he caused a plague of lice
and another of frogs to come
upon the Egyptians. He caused
a Pharoah’s throne to topple,

and freed an enslaved people,
and through them gave laws
and a Savior that brought jus-
tice and salvation into the
world.

R

Look into your hands.
What gift, what talent,
what power have you
there that can arm you
to meet the Goliaths of
today; Goliaths of
greed, selfishness,
social inequalities and
injustices, spiritual
immorality...?

L

That is what Moses did
with the simple gift of a rod that
he held in his hand. Look! Yes,
look into your hands, examine
thy gifts, O man or woman, see
what power is hidden there that
God needs to have in use today.

Compare that which is in
thine hand with that of others.

Turning to the 17th chap-
ter of 1st Samuel, we learn that
the Philistines gathered to-
gether their armies for the pur-
pose of invading the land of Is-
rael, and we find the two oppos-
ing armies drawn up for battle,

“Saul and the men of Is-
rael were gathered together,
and pitched by the valley of
Elah, and set the battle in
array against the Philis-
tines. And the Philistines
stood on a mountain on one
side and Israel stood on a
mountain on the other side;
and there was a valley be-

tween them” 1 Sam. 17:2-3.

Thus were the very exist-
ence and liberties of Israel at
stake and jeopardized by a for-
eign aggressor. And the Philis-
tines sent out their champion,
Goliath, who was a giant and
mighty man of war, and chal-
lenged them to send a man of
the Israelites to fight him, and
as the battle should go so would
the results be for Israel. This
champion, Goliath, was six cu-
bits and a span in height, or nine
feet and six inches tall.

“When Saul and all Is-
rael heard those words of
the Philistine they were dis-
mayed, and greatly afraid”
I Sam. 17:11.

A survey of the armies of
Israel showed them all to be
afraid, and they ran from him.
That is, all but one, a stripling
shepherd boy of an obscure
tribe by the name of David. And
when he talked with Saul, Saul
could not turn him from his de-
termination to answer the chal-
lenge to his people. He placed
his armor upon him and a hel-
met of brass upon his head and
sword in his hand. But this was
not to be the armor of this shep-
herd, as we learn by asking the
question, “David, what hast
thou in thine hand?”

And we find that in his
heart was faith.

“And he took his staff in
his hand, and chose him
five smooth stones out of the
brook, and put them in a
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shepherd’s bag...and his
sling was in his hand...” 1
Sam. 17:40.

And out of that faith he was
able to meet Goliath with these
words,

“Thou comest to me with
a sword, and with a spear,
and with a shield; but I
come to thee in the name of
the Lord of Hosts, God of
the armies of Israel, whom
thou hast defied” 1 Sam.
17:45.

And therein was the secret
of power in the hands of David.
He met his adversary and slew
him with a sling and a smooth
pebble from the brook. dJust
small things, but when conse-
crecated to the service of God,
they become mighty in demon-
stration against the powers that
fight against God. Look into
your hands. What gift, what
talent, what power have you
there that can arm you to meet
the Goliaths of today; Goliaths
of greed, selfishness, social in-
equalities and injustices, spiri-
tual immorality, and such that
challenge the very deepest faith
in our souls?

Look in your hands! In
your hearts! In your minds!
What do you find there? A pen
that is mightier than the sword?
A talent of music that would
cause the sinner to turn to God?
A gift to preach that would in-
spire men to seek salvation
through the Lord Jesus Christ?
An acquired skill, a profession,
a trade, the knowledge of which

Zion's Advocate

taught to others would make life
happier and enable them to
raise their standard of living?
Then remember that God is
calling you to active service to
build a kingdom and a city of
righteousness, and with your
gift seasoned with a faith like
David’s, prepare to meet the
challenge of these modern Goli-
aths.

If you have such gifts in
your hands, and I am sure that
each of you have, then ponder
these words.

Che Dreamer

Bq (Soethe

Lose ﬂais c{oq loi’ferinqu
Twi“ ]se H’ue same Siovq fomorrow-

Then the next more rJiio’for’q.

Then indecision Erinqs its own
delays,
And Aogs are lomenﬂnq over

doqs.

/‘\P@ you in eavnesf?
Seize this very minute-

What you can do, or dream
You can begin it.

Coumqe has genius,
power and magic in i.

Oniq engage, and then grows
heated.

Beqin ii,

And the work will be compleieci.

Turning now to Ist Kings
17 we learn that Elijah, the
prophet, prophesied against
Ahab who had raised altars to
Baal, and thus incurred the
Lord’s wrath. To protect Elijah,
the Lord told him to go down
into Zarephath where he would
find a widow who would provide
him food and lodging during the
great famine that was in the
land. And so, we ask her, “My
good woman, what is it in thine
hands, which can supply suste-
nance for a prophet of God?”
And she said,

“As the Lord thy God
liveth, I have no cake, but a
handful of meal in a barrel

and a little oil in a cruse...”
I Kings 17:12.

Yet, with faith in God, she
shared that meager fare with
the servant of the Lord and they
had sufficient to last through a
great famine. This is indeed an
inspiring account of what can be
done with the little we may
sometimes have in our hands to
help in the Lord’s work if we
season it with love and faith.

Surely in this principle we
can find the secret of power to
the church and the preaching of
the Gospel among the children
of men (i.e., if we love Him and
one another as we should, then
we will consider the substance
that God has placed in our
hands with a view of using it to
the glory of His kingdom). As
Elder Joseph Yates recently said
in a sermon, “WE DERIVE
OUR GREATEST BLESSINGS
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FROM THE THINGS WE
SHARE WITH OTHERS.” And
there is no better way to prove
this than to,

“Honor the Lord with thy
substance, and with the
first fruits of all thine in-
crease: So shall they barns
be filled with plenty and thy
presses burst out with new
wine” Prov. 3:9-10.

And especially would we
have you consider these prom-
ises to Israel.

“Bring ve all the tithes
into the storehouse, that
there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the LORD
of hosts, if I will not open
you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room
enough to receive it” Mal.
3:10.

“The Lord shall com-
mand the blessing upon
thee in thy storehouse, and
in all that thou settest thine
hand unto; he shall bless
thee in the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee.
The Lord shall establish
thee an holy people unto
himself...if thou shalt keep
the commandments of the
Lord thy God, and walk in
his ways” Deut. 28:8-9.

Compare these promises
with those God has made to lat-
ter day Israel, as taught in the
revelations to this church, and
we find that the blessings to fol-

low are identical. Thus, the
storehouse (or tithes) is a Gos-
pel institution. Therefore, look
again into your hands, and see

What a different world
this would be indeed if
we could take the
scales of disbelief,
doubt, and distrust
from our eyes, and
unreservedly say to
God, "Though my
means are small, yet in
faith | will fake of that
which You have placed
in my hands, and
thinking less of self,
share with others the
blessings You, Lord,
have given me... that
the Gospel may be
more effectually
preached and the
pOoor among men be
caused 1o rejoice.”
oo e e i e e

what you may have, little or
great, to cast into the work of
the Lord.

As an example, let us again
turn back the pages of scripture
and take our place beside Jesus
as he stood over by the treasury,
or storehouse, of the Temple, in
Jerusalem, as recorded in Mark
12:41,44. Let’s study those who
were casting their offerings
therein. Some were rich and
haughty, proud, and desired to
be seen of men as they cast of
their abundance into the treas-

ury, while others, out of the
goodness of their hearts, made
offerings, which were, in reality,
sacrifices. Among the latter
group we see a poor widow ap-
proaching timidly to the treas-
ury, and we will ask her, “My
good widow, what is that in
thine hand, which thou desireth
to cast in?”

She replies, “I am a widow.
My income is small but I desire
to share it with others. Here are
two mites, a small amount, I
know, but it is all that I have.”

This offering Jesus ob-
served, for he said:

“Verily, I say unto you.
That this poor widow hath
cast more than all they
which have cast into the
treasury: For all they did
cast in of their abundance;
but she of her want did cast
in all that she had, even all
of her living” Mark 12:43-
44,

And, brothers and sisters,
did you ever figure how small
that widow’s offering really
was? One mite was the equiva-
lent of 3/4 cent in our money,
thus two mites equaled 1 1/2
cents. She was very poor, was
she not? Are any of us that poor
today? Yet she shared what she
had. And Jesus, witnessing it,
took note. I am sure that He
remembered her and caused her
to rejoice exceedingly. What a
different world this would be in-
deed if we could take the scales
of dishelief, doubt, and distrust
from our eyes, and unreservedly
say to God, “Though my means
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are small, yet in faith I will take
of that which You have placed in
my hands, and thinking less of
self, share with others the bless-
ings You, Lord, have given me
both spiritually and temporally,
that the Gospel may be more
effectually preached and the
poor among men be caused to
rejoice.” (See Isa. 29:19.)

Again, we point you to an-
other lesson: a multitude had
listened all day to the Savior as
He preached to them in a desert
place. They were tired and hun-
gry. They hungered and
thirsted for righteousness. At
evening, His disciples would
have sent them away to the city
to find food and lodging, but Je-
sus, perceiving their intent,
called them, and evidently
asked, “Ye apostles, disciples in
deed, what have ye in your
hands with which to feed this
multitude of five thousand
souls, who through the day have
listened to me here in this de-
sert place?” And they said, “We
have no more than five loaves
and two fishes.”

Surely a mite, compared
with the need, but when leav-
ened with faith and love, and
the desire to share, we find that
they not only fed the multitude,
but had left over more than they
had to begin with, even twelve
baskets full (see Matt. 14:17-
20).

Again, Look into your
hands? Do you dare meet this
challenge to your faith and pro-
fession of love of God and your
fellow men?

“Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse...and I
will open the windows of
heaven and pour ye out a
blessing that there shall not

be room enough to receive
it” Mal. 3:10-12.

And then there was the
woman of Bethany who had
some precious ointment. When
asked what she had, she said, “I
have an alabaster box of very
precious ointment with which
to anoint the feet of a friend.”
So she anointed the feet of Je-
sus, and in so doing, anointed a
lowly Nazarene, King of Kings
and Lord of Lords, who, even
dying, would live forever more.

Now we see God coming
down from Teman, and we ap-
proach Him and ask, “Lord
what have you in your hands?”

And we have the answer, “I
have horns in my hands. There
is the secret of My power, and
with this power will I bless man-
kind, and give them power
through the Holy priesthood of
My Son, that they shall heal the
sick, bestow my Spirit upon
them, bless their children, and
ordain my ministry, and thereby
bless their fellow men.”

And coming down from
Mount Paran (see Heb 3:3) to
meet Him, was the Holy One,
His Son, and we ask Him, “Lord
Jesus, What have you in your
hands?” And we can hear His
reply ringing down through the
ages, “I have wounds in my
hands from the nails from
which I hung on a cross. They
were received in the house of My

friends, who caused me to suffer
the agony of death that I might
share the most precious gift of
all...LIFE. Not of this mortal
life, but of ETERNAL LIFE and
immortality, which could only
be shared by My death and res-
urrection, that I might rise and
live forever more. Take, there-
fore, as I offer it to you, and
share with Me this cross, that in
doing so, ye too may arise and
live.”

So let me repeat, again and
again, Look into your hands,
“What hast thou there?” And
when you understand the pur-
pose of the gift, re-dedicate your
life to God, and use that gift for
the blessing of all mankind.
Bless it with these words,

“Hold thou my hand, dear
Lord, Hold thou my hand...

And when temptations
come, help me to stand...

Constantly near to Thee, All
shall be well with me,

Holding Thy hand, dear
Lord, Holding Thy hand."

S
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he Collins Local sends New Year greet-

ings to all of our brothers and sisters in
the gospel. It is our prayer that we all may
prosper spiritually as the days unfold to us.
It will be necessary that we keep our focus
on God and trust Him for the strength we
will need to meet the trials of each day. And
we must not neglect to pray for one an-
other.

As many of you know, our brother,
Marvin Cook, son of Norma Cook, lost his
battle to cancer—but won his quest for
salvation. Marvin felt a need to come and
spend time at his mother’s home a short
time before his death, December 16th,
1997. During his stay he called for ad-
ministration and prayer. His heart and
soul changed. He took on a different atti-
tude and even a physical look of joy came
over him. He told his mother that he
wanted to “take God home with him,” and
that’s just what he did. Aunt Norma,
Donna, Jean, and Justin went to visit him
a week or so after he had gone home and
saw even more spiritual progress and a
wonderful peace in him and in his
home-—with his wife, Gwen, and 17-year-
old daughter, Sammie. This has broughta
great comfort to Aunt Norma and to all of
us.

A memorial service was held for
Marvin at York, Nebraska, with a great
many of his friends paying tribute to him
in word and in song.

Zion's Advocate

His funeral was held here at the Col-
lins Local with Brother Allen Kauffman in
charge and Brother Jack Martin assisting.
It was a beautiful service and the sweet
Spirit of God seemed to rest on everyone
present. Burial was at the Robinson
Cemetery near Wearbleau, Missouri.
When we say: “May he rest in peace,” |
really believe that he does.

The New Year has brought more sad-
ness and yet a wonderful assurance that
God is near. Four-year-old Brady Jordan
DaMitz, son of Clay and Tiersa (Yates)
DaMitz, grandson to Dennis and Olivia
Yates, slipped from this mortal life in his
sleep January 2nd, 1998. He was a sweet,
precious, loving little boy who has touched
the hearts of all who had the privilege of
knowing him.

Funeral services were held January
5th at the Cantlon Funeral Home in Ur-
bana, Missouri. Services were opened by
Brady’s great grandfather, Brother Curtis
Yates, followed by a beautiful and loving
tribute given by Brady’s father, mother,
aunt, and grandfather. Their deep expres-
sions of love touched all who were there.
Clay and Tiersa exhibited a tremendous
courage in the face of what could have
been deep despair, but showed forth a
great trust in God and His all-knowing
wisdom. May God continue to bless this
family in the days to come.

Our Community Christmas Program
was well attended this year. Brother Jack
Martin was our speaker for the evening,
There were also songs and readings offered
by our friends from other churches that

were so sweet and sincere. We all enjoyed
the evening and the good spirit that at-
tended us.

On New Year’s Eve a few of us got
together at the church for a chili and soup
supper, followed by a volunteer program of
songs, poems and some beautiful testimo-
nies. We didn’t stay late, but felt we had
been blessed in our association together. [
appreciate my brothers and sisters so
much. And like our brother, Roma Harri-
son, said— “We can show our emotions
without worry of ridicule.”

I'll leave you with a few sermon
thoughts:

& I we get dis-couraged we cannot
en-courage others.

& Likened Church to football half-time
where the coach calls players in to
re-group and go out to overcome the
world—and win!

& There’s aneed for usto step back and
think of the “Blessed Assurance” of
Christ’s birth and gift of salvation.

& Humble ourselves and ask for direc-
tion and forgiveness.

¢ All things are possible, but WE have
to DO .

& Whenyousay ‘I believe,” that's good,
but remember, when trials and trou-
bles come to put your TRUST in God.

Your reporier,
Czerna Kauffman

e

ATTENTION TEENAGERS?!

All Teenagers Ages 12-18 are invited to come and fellowship with 100 other teenagers for
five days out of the summer!! TEEN CHALLENGE will be held at Camp Far Westa on August 2nd
through 7th! For more information call Buzz or Sue Brickhouse at 1-816-356-9214. Be looking
in upcoming Zion’s Advocates for Camp registration forms!!!

Hope to see you there!!!
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Marvin Leon Cook

FEBRUARY 19, 1942 ~DECEMBER 16, 1997

arvin Leon “Tiny” Cook,

55 years, died in his home
Tuesday, December 16th, at Yorlz,
Nebraska. He was born Febmary
190th, 1942, in Collins, Missouri,
to James and Norma (Sarratt)
Cook. He married Gwendolyne
Gage September 30, 1978, near
Waco, Nebraska. He was a bus
driver for the York public schools.
He was Widdy known for his sing-
ing and guitar playing. In 1997,

Marvin was inclucted into the Ne-

braska Country Music Hall of
Fame.

Marvin gra(luated from Col-
lins High school in 1960. He was
baptize& into the Church of
Christ at Collins at the age of 15
years and remained a member un-
til his death.

He is survived by his wife
Gwenclolyne of York, three
daughters, Samantha Cook of
Yorlz, Sheri Kemmen of Mis-

souri, and Lori Wﬂson, also of

Missouri; two sons, Jeg'rey Cook
and Michael Clark, both of Mis-
souri; his mother, Norma Cook of
Collins; a sister, Donna Cook,
and a brother, Terry Coolz; both of
the Collins area; and thirteen
grandchﬂdren.

Marvin  was prececlccl in
death by his father. Burial was
held at Robinson Cemetery near

Collins.

B

Brady Jordan DaMitz

NOVEMBER 10, 1993~JANUARY 2, 1998

ra&y Jor&an DaMitz, son of

Clay and Tiersa (Yates)
DaMitz, was born in Bohvar, Mis-
souri, on November 10, 1993,
and cleparted this life on Friday
afternoon, January 2, 1998, in
the Citizen’s Memorial Hospital,
Bohvar, Missouri. He was at the
time of his passing 4 years, 1
month and 23 clays of age.

Brady was prececle(l in death
By his pa’cernal great»grand{w
thers: Earl Duncan and Fred

DaMitz. He is survived by his
parents, Clay and Tiersa of the

ome; one sister, Megan DaMitz
of the home; his maternal gran(l-
parents, Dennis and Olivia Yates
of Preston, Missouri; his patemal
grand,parents, Ernie and Char-
lotte DaMitz of Cross T imbers,
Missouri; his maternal great-
gran&parents, Curtis and Mary
Ellen Yates of Preston, Missouri
and C. O. and Katy Balentine of

Drexe], Missouri; and his paternal

great-gramlmothers, Ru})y Dun-
can of Holden, Missouri, and El-
len DaMitz of Macks Creel’e, Mis-

souri.

Brady was a })eauti{ul, 1oving,
precious child of God. He
touched the lives of many. His
spirit will live on through those
who loved him. He was a Messing
to us all and we will never farget

him. We love you “Bu})})y.”

o
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion's Advocate by sending us your new address
immediately. Each undeliverable Zion's Advocate costs the church more
than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to regular postage.

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 1998 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the Church of
Christ will commence Sunday, April 5. The business sessions will start at
9:00 AM. Monday, Aprit 6. A Solemn Assembly will be heid prior 1o the
conference, on April 3 & 4. All services will be held on the Temple Lot.

The 1998 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church
of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 10, 11 and
12, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
independence, Missouri §4051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Each’
Members (optional). .. ... ... $4.00
Non-Members. .. ... ... ... 4.00
Foreign . ... 4.50

Babylon's Fall and the Way of Escape .. . .. S 1.85

Book of Commandments (hard bound) . . .. ... ... $.00

Book of Commandments (plasticbound) ... ... .. .. .... . ... 5.00

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed . .. ... ... ... ... 4.00

Book of Mormon {1908 Authorized Edition—Leather). ... ... .. .. 20.00

Book of Mormon (1980 Independence Edition—Cloth). ... ... .. .. 18.00

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—Leather). .. ... .. 24.00

Rook of Mormon (1890 Independence Edition—Missionary) .. ... .. 7.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound) .. .. ... ... ... 12.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (softbound). . ... ... .. ...... 5.00

Book of Mormon Concordance . ... .. ... . 8.00

Changing of the Revelations . . ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 50

Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations .. ... .. 1.60

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor. . ... ... .. 4.50

Qutline History of the Church of Christ . ... ... ... ... .. ... 9.65

Temple LotDeed. . .. .. ... .. .30

What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God . ... ... ... ... .. 2.50

Zion'sHymnal ... 12.00

"Cost of mailing will be added.

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE”

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy
Book of Mormon, The (tract)
Brief History of the Church of Christ, A
Christian Sabbath is the Lord’s Day, The
Concerning Marriage and Polygamy
Cost of Salvation, The
Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
First Presidency or First Apostles?
God's Purpose in America
Great Plan of Redemption, The
is Marriage for Time and Eternity?—A Fallacy
Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem, The
Latter Day Restoration, The
Priesthood—Divine Authority
Principles of the Gospel—Baptism
Principles of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel—The Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement
Sermeneties on the Teachings of Jesus
Synopsis, A (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon
Why? (Amplifies absence of a “First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord
*Note: Donations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs.
(Multiple copies available: 6-50¢ / 100-85.85 plus postage)

Chureh of Christ NONPROFIT
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS U.S. POSTAGE
TEMPLE LOT PAID

200 5. RIVER BLVD INDEP., MO
P.G. BOX 472 PERMIT NO. 259

INDEPENDENCE, MO 64051-0472
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The foliowing materials are available on loan to members of the Church
of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Committee:

SLIDF PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION
Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the make of
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in
the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona, areas,
Aliow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for your own
preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee, Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 472, independence, Missouri 84051-0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward Ameri-
can indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and
1830.

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)—Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion" in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot.

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Compiete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testa-
ment and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron Temple, 5621
Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64136. Specify which set is desired and
the estimated length of time you expect to use it.

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassetie tape write to Mike Kelley, 3006 East Wescott
Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85024, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Road, Kansas
City, Missouri 64136

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for $S materials to Debbie Vogel, 403 Colonel Drive,
independence, Missouri 84050, All materials are free of charge to members
of the Church of Christ, except as noted. Donations will be accepted to cover
postage.

Bible Stories to Grow By—>52 lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7

Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormon

Church History for Juniors—Inciudes a Teacher’s Guide

Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10

Who Am I7—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 to indi-
viduals.
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