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“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day,
Jor they shall have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost;”
1 Nephi 3:187
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" RESTORATION TEACHINGS EXAMINED

By Apostle Jay Moser

he Church of Christ does not

practice the ordinance of
footwashing. In fact, if we were
to practice it, we would be deny-
ing the completed work of Jesus
Christ. This custom is prac-
ticed by many Christians in the
world today and we need to be
able to respond when asked,
“Why don’t you practice it?”
The reason is simple. Jesus was
fulfilling the law of Moses that
very evening by washing the
apostles’ feet. He was making
preparations to enter the Holy
of Holies according to the pre-
scribed methods in the Law of
Moses, thereby bringing flesh

and blood back into the pres-
ence of God. This is not to say
that there was not a double
meaning in the fact that He was
giving an example of servitude
for the whole church to follow.
Footwashing is an ancient
custom of hospitality still ob-
served in the orient. This ex-
plains why there were water,
towel, and basin available for
Jesus to use on that night nearly
two thousand years ago. Hospi-
tality was considered a sacred
responsibility that everyone un-
derstood. Inside the front door
of nearly every home were
found a pitcher of water, a towel,
and a receptacle for dirty water.
Water was poured over the feet
of those who entered, the water
fell into the basin, and then they
were dried with a towel. In the
homes of the more affluent this
was done by a servant. How-
ever, Abraham may have per-
formed it himself for the three
heavenly messengers who vis-
ited him (Genesis 18:4). We find
that the hostess fulfilled this re-
sponsibility also (1 Samuel
25:41). In new testament times
it was still being practiced. Je-
sus chastised Simon for not sup-
plying this service for Him
when the woman was washing
His feet with her tears and then
drying them with her hair

FOOTWASHING

..If we were fo
practice it
[footwashing], we
would be denying
the completed work
of Jesus Christ.

(Luke 7:44). The practice con-
tinued after Christ’s resurrec-
tion (1 Timothy 5:10). This
same pitcher of water may have
been used for the washing of
their hands before eating as this
was also a strict custom in those
days. I have read that these cus-
toms are still practiced today.
Looking at Mark 14:12-17
and Luke 22:8-14 we find that
Jesus gave instructions to Peter
and John to go into the city and
prepare the Passover. They
were to encounter a man with a
pitcher of water and follow him
home. Then they must have
asked the head of the house
“Where is the guest-chamber?”
The question fits perfectly with
the sacred hospitality customs
of the day. “Be not forgetful to
entertain strangers: for thereby
some have entertained angels
unawares” (Hebrews 13:2),
Abraham entertained the three
heavenly beings with this in
mind. Great care was given to
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strangers. The rich would pro-
vide a room for travelers who
would not be able to have the
Passover meal otherwise. This
room was often an addition to
the home built as a second story
or upper room. dJesus was call-
ing upon this custom of hospi-
tality when he asked, “Where is
the guest-chamber?”

In addition to this provi-
sion of a place there would be
provided all the food and uten-
sils needed to complete the
meal. So when the disciples en-
tered the town to make prepara-
tions there was little that they
needed to do in the way of sub-
stantial arrangements.  Re-
member the man they were to
follow was carrying a pitcher of
water. He was probably making
ready the guest-chamber. It is
quite possible that this was the
very pitcher of water that Christ
used to wash the feet of His dis-
ciples. They were shown to a
“large upper Toom furnished
and prepared” and there Peter
and John made “ready” for the
group of thirteen men.

Jesus followed several cus-
toms that night. He made use
of them as teaching tools. That
night He gave the sop to Judas.
This was not anything unusual.
He was not merely pointing out
the traitor. He was also offering
His friendship and protection to
Judas one last time. It was the
custom for the head of the house
to give the sop (a significant por-
tion of the large common bowl
of food) to an honored guest. It
meant that you were safe in the
house of your host and that He

would give you friendship, a
place to sleep, and food to eat as
long as you were under his roof.
We need to realize that Jesus

e
Jesus did not repeat
this [footwashing]
when He came to
America, although He
did repeat by either
commandment or
example all of the

~ordinances. Why was
footwashing left out?
It is because it was
fulfilled once for all
and forever.

took the place of the host at this
supper. It was His supper. He
was the great Passover and was
making the new testament, or
covenant, in His own blood. By
this act He shows us that the
decision to betray was truly Ju-
das’s alone.

Jesus likewise fulfilled the
Law of Moses that night. When
He removed His outer garments
and girded Himself with a towel
and washed the apostles’ feet,
He indeed completed the Law
(John 13:1-11). There were two
very important statements
made to the disciples that night
which explain what He was ac-
complishing. The first is John
13-7: “Jesus answered and said
unto him, What I do thou
knowest not now; but thou shalt
know hereafter.” Jesus told
them that later they would

know what it was that He was
doing. This does not mean that
later that night they would
know, but later after His cruci-
fixion and resurrection. In the
book of Hebrews we find the key
scriptures to this point. He-
brews 6:18-20 states that Jesus
is our hope and “an anchor of
the soul”. In addition it tells us
that this “anchor” entered in
within the veil and was made
“an high priest for ever”. In
chapter 9 and verse 12 we also
find that He entered in “once”
and obtained for us “eternal re-
demption.” Continuing in
chapter 10 verses 10-22 we
come to the understanding that
He sanctified us “once for all”,
that there is “one sacrifice for
sins for ever”, that Christ is sit-
ting “on the right hand of God”
or sitting in the Holy of Holies,
that “by one offering he hath
perfected forever” His children,
and that there is “no more offer-
ing for sin”. We see in verses 19
through 22 that we should have
boldness to enter into the “holi-
est” by Christ’s blood, that we
have gone through “the veil” or
Christ’s flesh, and most impor-
tantly our hearts are “sprin-
Eled” and our “bodies washed”
with pure water. Each one of
these things was done by the
priests and especially by the
High Priests before and during
the sacrifices. Footwashing was
also his responsibility.

The teaching, that we en-
tered in to the Holy of Holies
with Christ appeared after the
Day of Pentecost after they re-
ceived the Holy Ghost, which

DECEMBER 1887
-218-



Zion's Advocate

comforter was to bring to their
remembrance every thing that
Jesus had previously taught. It
was then that they understood
that Jesus was performing the
duties of the Law of Moses
found in Exodus 30:17-21 and
40:6-7; 29-32. The priests were
given a commandment to wash
their hands and feet in the laver
that was placed between the al-
ter and the tabernacle door.
They were also commanded to
wash again after they entered
into the tabernacle. Hebrews
9:10 says that there were “di-
verse washings” and “carnal or-
dinances.” Jesus said “I am not
come to destroy the law ...but to
fulfill” and “one jot or one tittle
shall in no wise pass from the
law, till all be fulfilled” (Mat-
thew 5:17-18). dJesus fulfilled
“all”, even the washings that
were to be performed by the
High Priest before he entered
within the veil. He was sancti-
fying the new “priesthood...
changed” (Hebrews 7:12) to en-
ter with Him into the Holy of
Holies. Jesus himself had no
need to be cleansed of any sin,
therefore His feet were not
washed.

This brings us to the second
important verse to understand.
John 13:8: “Peter saith unto
him, Thou shalt never wash my
feet. Jesus answered him, If I
wash thee not, thou hast no part
with me.” Jesus was very clear
in this statement that this was
something that He must do for
Peter. “If I wash thee not” is a
clear statement indicating that
Jesus was the one to do the

washing and Peter the one to
receive the washing or Peter
would have “no part with” Je-
sus. This was more than an ex-

Is it [footwashing] fruly
needed, or are we
creating a need and
an avenue to
become righteous by
ourselves with the
vain works of the law
and of men?

L ]

ample of humility and serv-
ice—it was the last time that a
High Priest would wash feet.
He was entering the holiest of
places to sit at God’s right hand
and we, the church, represented
by the twelve apostles, were be-
ing cleansed and sanctified so
that we could enter in with Him.
An interesting point to consider
for believers in the Book of Mor-
mon is that this custom is not
mentioned in the Book of Mor-
mon even though it may indeed
have been the custom. This fact
is very important in under-
standing this custom. Jesus did
not repeat this when He came to
America, although He did re-
peat by either commandment or
example all of the ordinances.
Why was footwashing left out?
It is because it is fulfilled once
for all and forever.

Next we find Peter saying
“not my feet only” but wash my
hands and head (verse 9). Jesus
responded by saying that some
one who has been washed only

needs “to wash his feet.” The
preparations made by the high
priest included washings before
putting on special clothing and
beginning the sacrifice. After
the high priest made a sacrifice
on the altar in front of the tab-
ernacle he entered the taberna-
cle. However he was not able to
walk the short distance from the
altar to tabernacle without
washing his hands and feet. Je-
sus told Peter that someone who
is washed only needs to wash his
feet. There were in oriental so-
cieties public bath houses and
when a man returned home
from one of them the only thing
he needed washed was his feet.
He had walked on the dirty
streets of the world. This sym-
bolizes to us that even when we
have been baptized and
cleansed by the power of the
Holy Ghost we still walk in the
world and are in need of daily
cleansing through confession
and repentance. Only Christ
can cleanse us because we can
not cleanse ourselves (see Ephe-
sians 5:25-27). The ordinance
of footwashing is, therefore, a
vain exercise because we have
read “If I wash thee not, thou
hast no part with me.” You and
I retain a remission of our sins
by remembering Christ through
daily prayer and by doing good
to others (see Mosiah 2:20-23;
42-43: Alma 2:20-21; 1 John
1:9). It is the Holy Ghost that
sanctifies us continually and
the promise given if we partake
of Christ’s body and blood is to
always have his spirit with us
(Moroni 4:4; 5:3; 6:4).
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The next part of this scrip-
ture is given to us as a guide for
daily life (John 13:12-17). It is
quite likely that the footwash-
ing occurred after the disciples
strove among  themselves
“which of them should be ac-
counted the greatest” (Luke
29:24). Christ’s example of do-
ing the servant’s work is our
guide. The western world has
no such custom today. Not
many of us walk as a form of
transporting ourselves. Our
lives are filled with “self serv-
ice” every where we turn. Serv-
ice to others is a dying responsi-
bility. In many homes there
isn’t even time to cook, clean, or
do the laundry for another per-
son. Service is disappearing, al-
though the demand for service
has not disappeared. Proud
Americans enter restaurants
both at home and abroad, creat-
ing scenes by loudly demanding
to be served like kings and
queens. Few people look upon
service as a sacred honor any
longer. It is too demeaning,
women’s work, or any other ex-
cuse we can imagine. The prob-
lem is that when footwashing
becomes a sacred holy ordi-
nance the example of humility
is lost. It is no longer the hum-
ble daily service required from
all of us but something high and
holy. The footwashing episode
is recorded once in the gospels;
however, the example and
teaching of Jesus to be a servant
and not a master is recorded in
all four gospels (Matthew 20:20-
28; Mark 10:35-45; Luke 22:24-
27: John 13:12-17). This clearly

indicates which is the most im-
portant aspect of the lesson.
Servitude toward others is the
teaching for daily life.

The problem is that
when footwashing
becomes a sacred
holy ordinance the
example of humility is
lost.

We can find countless ways
and means for service if we look.
They occur daily in families, at
work, school and with visitors.
No job is too menial. Remem-
ber however that Jesus’ exam-
ple was based on an actual real-
ity. There were twenty-four
dirty feet. Jesus said in John
13:10 “He that is washed
needeth not save to wash his
feet.” The principle word to re-
member for daily life 1is
“needeth” or what is truly
needed. This presents another
dilemma when we think of foot-
washing as an ordinance. Is it
truly needed or are we creating
a need and an avenue to become
righteous by ourselves with the
vain works of the law and of
men? One of the best ways to be
a servant is to take care of the
needy. You will find yourself
constantly ministering to physi-
cal and spiritual “needs” by im-
parting of your substance to the
poor, feeding the hungry, cloth-
ing the naked, visiting the sick,
and administering relief spiri-
tually and temporally (Mosiah

2:42-43). This can only be done
by becoming involved with peo-
ple that try your patience with
their demanding needs. Dozens
of humbling experiences will oc-
cur. This puts you in positions
where service and humility are
essential because “are we not all
beggars?” (Mosiah 2:32) You
will find that you may be clean-
ing up things (washing feet)
that you would rather not clean.
You may be associating with
humble people that the world
looks down upon. However, if
this becomes your pride and you
begin to admonish others to do
as you have done, humble servi-
tude may be canceled out by
self-righteousness.

It is plain to me that foot-
washing is permissible when
feet are dirty. It is also plain to
me that the spiritual benefits of
the ordinance were completed
nearly two thousand years ago
in a small home on the second
floor by our last High Priest be-
fore He entered in to the Holy of
Holies. Today our feet have
been washed by Christ’s eternal
work. Ephesians 5:26-27:
“That he might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, That he
might present it to himself a glo-
rious church, not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but
that it should be holy and with-
out blemish.”

May God keep you always
in the Sanctification of His son
Jesus Christ.

.
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hen I was a girl I went to the

Catholic church. This was
the religion that my grandmother
had taught me, but I never felt well
there for there always seemed to be
an empty spot in my life. Many
times the people there hurt me
greatly because in the retreats
where I wished to participate one
needed the presence of her par-
ents, and my parents were never
present.

My father had abandoned my
mother and the family. My mother
had to work every day to support
her eight daughters and my grand-
mother, who cared for us. So there
was nobody to participate with me,
and my friends ridiculed me be-
cause I had no family. Ialways felt
lonely, sad and resentful toward
everyone.

Oneday I had the opportunity
to attend a service at the Church of
Christ. After the sermon I felt a
great joy in my heart. On another
occasion I attended a service at the
Church of Christ. This night the
pastor read a scripture from Psalm
68 where it tells us that God is “A
father of the fatherless.” Oh, what
joy filled my heart; I had a better
Father than any of those who had
ridiculed me.

Then I was invited to a reun-
ion of the Young People and I en-
joyed it greatly. Ienjoyed the com-
panionship of the young people:
they all got along so wonderfully.
They sang, prayed and worshipped
together. They laughed and visited

with one another and I enjoyed it
greatly.

After awhile I was married to
Placido, an elder in the Church of
Christ. 1 accompanied him on
some of his trips to the church at
Uayalcéh. 1 enjoyed these very
much. One time I had the oppor-
tunity to see a baptismal service.
Being Catholic 1 had seen many
baptisms of infants, but this was
the first time I had seen the bap-
tism of an adult. It caused me to
doubt if the baptism of infants was
correct. I began to take part in a
class concerning baptism.

One night, while sleeping, 1
had a dream. I saw a scene of a
person dressed in white being bap-
tized. I could not see his face, but
then I heard a voice which said,
“This is my beloved Son.” Then I

saw in a great white cloud some

golden letters which said, “The
Church of Christ”.
Upon awaking I began to pon-

der the dream and I remembered
the doubt that had come to my
mind about infant baptism. I real-
ized that the dream I had was of the
baptism of the Lord Jesus and that
the Church of Christ was the true
church. Irealized that the baptism
of persons of age was correct be-
cause reason is necessary to make
a covenant with God and repen-
tance of gins is necessary. [ knew
that the baptism of infants was
incorrect for little children have no
sins.

I told no one about my dream
and I continued with the study of
baptism. Three days later I had
the same dream, and upon awsak-
ing I knew that God was calling me
to repent of my sins and that He
had given me this opportunity.

I was baptized into the
Church of Christ, and from that
day my life changed. I no longer
felt alone. I knew that God was
with me and now 1 had a family: my
husband, my daughter and each of
you as my brothers and sisters with
God as our Father. This is my tes-
timony of how I came to know God
and the calling of God in my life.

Your sister in Christ,
Emidelfi Chi
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CPATHLIGHTS
Count Your Blessings

( ount Your Blessings,

song #198 in the hym-
nal, is an appropriate song for
my family this season. Our
greatest blessing was the birth
of our daughter, Katherine Rose
(nicknamed Kate). [Katherine
because we like strong, tradi-
tional names, and Rose because
it is short for my mother’s
name.] Katherine Rose was

born September 2, 1997, at @ z

12:26 a.m., and our lives have
never been the same since.

We would like to thank eve-
ryone for the prayers sent heav-
enward for her recovery from
jaundice, which occurred the
week after she was born. After
approximately four days in the
hospital, she was sent home. As
far as we know, a full recovery
has been made.

Katherine was blessed on
September 7, 1997, by her
grandfather Elder Glenn Gill
and Apostle Marvin Ely. Her
blessing occurred while she was
in the hospital.

Another blessing where
Katherine is concerned is that
she was born a month early but
had no initial problems. Her
lungs were developed and her
blood sugar was normal. She
had to be tested for sugar levels
because she weighed 5 lbs, 9 oz.,
which was slightly under the
weight limit for testing.

My mother’s health has

also been a blessing to my fam-
ily. Rosita Green, my mother,
was tested for breast cancer.
The tests came back negative.
She does have to be tested every
six months because of a mass of
fibroids in her breasts. She and

my family thank everyone for
the prayers offered on her be-
half. She was also in a wreck in
mid-October which could have
been fatal. A truck smashed
into the side of her vehicle on
the driver’s side. She was driv-
ing, but as far as we know, her
injuries are minor. She had a
head wound and scratches.
However, we do ask for prayers

because we do not know as of yet
if the wreck caused any damage
to her back (she is having back
pain).

Another blessing to my
family is the love and support
from the church, our brothers
and sisters in Christ, and our
extended family. We have re-
ceived many calls, letters, cards,
and visits. Donald’s mother,
Margret, even spent a week
with us to help usout. We thank
God for such loving kindness
you all have shown our family.

One last thought to leave
you with about the blessing of
life which God has given us.
Donald commented once on
how incredible that the differ-
ence between life and death is
but a mere second or less. Life
starts in the womb, and for
every life God blesses us with,
our lives are touched and
changed wonderfully forever.

With love,
Tracie Gill

P S. Our address (somewhat
new) 1s:
715 W, Mill St.
Houston, MO 65483
(417) 967-2466

4t
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MISSOURI REUNION REPORT

Missouri Reunion

Missouri Reunion services held August

8-10, 1997, at the Church of Christ
Temple Lot local, Independence, Missouri.
I can assure you that the prayers offered at
the beginning of each service requesting
that the Spirit of God reside with the speak-
ers and the congregation were answered.
The theme which surfaced throughout the
reunion’s services was urgency. An ur-
gency to fulfill our duties, perfect our lives
and to magnify our lives toward God and
each other.

Elders Gale Brantner and Eugene
Gould were in charge of the Friday morn-
ing prayer service. The service opened
with the reading of 1 Nephi 3:187-189 and
1 Nephi 7:55-64. The message was that as
a people we must bring forth the cause of
Zion and be numbered among His sheep.

Sister Betsy Trudgen shared with us
her family’s recent move to Guatemala and
asked for our prayers to sustain them while
there. Brother Marvin Ely explained how
the Houston local is using a Sunday eve-
ning prayer service to address our people’s
special needs. Many testimonies were
given concerning the power of prayer.
Brother Gale Brantner described the bless-
ings of God he has received, including
bringing three Cherokee teenagers to the
youth camp this year.

Elder Robert Eddy was our speaker
at the 11:00 a.m. service. Brother Eddy
opened with Romans 1:16-29, reminding
us that we are living in the latter days where
the love of many will wax cold and many
will be without natural affection. He spoke
about sins in our nation, specifically ho-

It is again my privilege to report on the

mosexuality and abortion. He also read
from Psalm 127:3-5, Matthew 18:10, Luke
1, and Mosiah 1:109-118. He played a
taped song written and sung by a minister
about abortion from the fetus’ viewpoint.
He reminded us that regardless of the sin,
there is always forgiveness through repen-
tance. Brother Bob concluded his sermon
with a poem about a mother praying for
her child.

Our young people returned from the
Youth Camp in the afternoon and we en-
joyed their presence. The camp choir and
the signing class sang some specials dur-
ing the reunion. There were many won-
derful music specials in every service.
There was a congregation song service
prior to each preaching service in the af-
ternoon and evening.

The 3:00 p.m. speaker was Elder
Gordon McCann. Brother McCann opened
his sermon by remembering our old “war
horses for Christ,” i.e.; Apostles Anderson,
Flint, Gould, Yates, Bell, Housknecht, Bar-
ton, Jordon, etc., who preached the
prophesies. Some of the prophesies have
come to pass and some are still to unfold.
One fulfillment was when Israel became a
nation in 1948. Next, the six-day war in
1969 when Israel regained Jerusalem.
(Matthew 25, Zechariah 12:2-3) “We live
in a powerful time, when Israel is a powder
keg and a ‘burdensome stone’,” said
Brother McCann (Zech. 14:4). God is re-
claiming his people Israel. It may seem
like it is taking 2 long time, but the fullness
of the Gospel will be preached to Israel and
they will confess Christ and pray in His
name (3 Nephi 9:67-69).

As we struggle to spread the gospel
we see our weaknesses. Itis the ministry’s
desire to prick our hearts to better under-
standing. Brother Gordon read Alma’s
words concerning his desire to touch
hearts and bring repentance to all man-
kind (Alma 15:52). He also read from the
tenth chapter of Moroni, which states that
we will be held accountable for scripture
truths. We must not put off our spiritual
lives, but use these days of our probation.
Brother McCann shared the parable of the
Ten Virgins (Matt. 25:1-13). We do not
want to be among the five foolish virgins.
He asked us to think of changes we each
need to make so none of us are among the
unprepared.

Elder McCann explained two person-
ality traits: One, is the person who has to
be compelled. Two, is the self-motivated
person. Do we have to hear and hear and
hear and hear to be helped to action? We
need to desire to follow after Christ. Alma
16:135-149 states that we are more
blessed if not compelled to humble our-
selves. Alma 3:27 was quoted, “. . .Have ye
spiritually been born of God?” Brother
McCann closed with these scriptures from
Moroni 10:29-30. “Yea, come unto Christ,
and be perfected in him, and deny your-
selves of all ungodliness, and if ye shall
deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and
love God with all your might, mind and
strength, then is his grace sufficient for
you, that by his grace ye may be perfect in
Christ, and if by the grace of God ye are
perfectin Christ, ye can in no wise deny the
power of God. And again, if ye, by the grace
of God, are perfect in Christ, and deny not
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his power, then are ye sanctified in Christ
by the grace of God, through the shedding
of the blood of Christ, which is in the
covenant of the Father, unto the remission
of your sins, that ye become holy without
spot.”

Elder Rodger Bruner was the Friday
evening speaker. He said we have been
given instruction via the scriptures and we
can create a cohesiveness even in our dif-
ferences. He read 4 Nephi 1:1-21, describ-
ing the conditions of Zion, such as men
dealing justly with each other, enjoying
peace, experiencing healings and mir-
acles. Brother Rodger remarked, “What a
beautiful example for us of zionic living.”
There were also no contentions because of
the love of God which dwelt in their hearts.
Elder Bruner stated that this should be our
goal, and asked, “How do we achieve this
goal?” We need to compare our actions
with the scriptures. The scriptures are a
“first aid kit for our souls.”

Brother Bruner next read Romans
14:14-23. He stated that we need to be
careful in our communication with each
other, always aware of the other person’s
feelings. We cannot conduct the business
of Christ on our own, he stated. The com-
manding influence in our soul must be the
Holy Spirit. King Benjamin’s words from
Mosiah 2:1-17 reminds us again of our
goal of salvation. Brother Rodger re-
minded us how important our church at-
tendance is because it dictates how our
week will be. In order to face the chal-
lenges of each day we need the fellowship
and preaching to prepare us.

Saturday started with prayer service
at 9:00 a.m. Elders Alvin Harris and War-
ren Johnson were in charge. Brother
Johnson read 1 Thessalonians 5. Prayers
were offered giving praise and thanksgiving
for our many individual and collective
blessings. It is always a privilege to re-
member in prayer the names of our many

loved ones who are elderly and those who
are ill. Brother Alvin Harris shared a testi-
mony of God’s guiding his sailboat safely
into a cove at night, sparing him a disaster.
Brother Don McIndoo shared letters from
our members in Yucatan. While we have
provided some assistance with meeting
their medical needs, they continue to need
our help. Brother Roland Sarratt asked us
to remember our youth in prayer, particu-
larly the Indian children who were able to
attend the youth camp.

Elder Frank Fann was our morning
service speaker. His theme was duty. We
each, regardless of our position in the
church, have a2 duty. He read from the
24th chapter in the Book of Command-
ments. This chapter lists the duties of
apostles, elders, priests, teachers, dea-
cons, and members of the church of
Christ. We are to love each other because
we are to be a light to the world. Brother
Fann made an appeal for us to fulfill our
duties as laid out in the reading so this
church might move forward and the mem-
bers truly become the disciples of Jesus
Christ. No one should be able to point the
finger of disapproval at our walk or talk.
Romans 12:1 reminds us that our reason-
able service is to present ourselves as a
living sacrifice. Our goal is eternal life and
to get there we must first love God and each
other (1 John 4:7-11). We have a duty to
keep ourselves from sin (1 John 1:6). We
need to support the church with our time,
talents, and tithes. Brother Frank said
men have 2 duty to bring their family to
Christ through example and leader-
ship—always leading in love and leading
through prayer. Women are to follow his
example wherein it leads to Christ. A
mother needs to teach her children
Christ’s way of life. Children are to obey
their parents and become followers of Je-
sus Christ. Brother Fann concluded with
a poem entitled God's Love.

The afternoon service began with
Brother Vicente Poot sharing his own in-
spired music with us. Even with the lan-
guage barrier we knew he played and sang
to the glory of God. Elder Placido Koyoc
Matu gave us greetings from all our breth-
ren in Yucatan. Brother Placido entitled
his sermon, “Victory Through Christ”. He
opened with Genesis 39:1-6, reminding us
that Joseph’s life was filled with problems
and trials, but the Lord was with him
through it all. God has promised to help
us with our trials and problems also. He-
brews 4:16 instructs us to come boldly
before God and His throne of grace. Christ
has paid a price for our life. He died for us
(Ephesians 1:7). After trials we receive
God’s blessings (James 1:12). In Revela-
tions 3:5 it says that he that overcomes
receives eternal life. God has given us the
tools to win the victory: prayer, church,
ministry, etc. James 4:7 tells us to resist
the devil and commit to God. Brother
Koyoc shared his testimony of God answer-
ing his prayer when his young daughter
had a dangerously high fever. His desire is
for his daughter to grow up in the church;
therefore, he is teaching her every day
through his actions, words, and deeds. In
order to have this Victory we must keep the
commandments of the Lord and realize
that problems can bring us closer to God.
We are not alone (2 Nephi 1:123).

After dinner and song service we lis-
tened to Priest Robert Hedrick preach on
“Spiritual Warfare”. Brother Hedrick first
described a dismal battleground scene
which represented the world. We are part
of God’s army but it is spiritual warfare
rather than physical. He then proceeded
to describe the spiritual qualities that
make a good soldier for the Lord. First, we
need courage both mental and moral. His
examples were in Number 13:27-30 when
Joshua and Caleb reported seeing giants in
the land of promise. Because of the peo-
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ple’s lack of courage to follow God’s in-
structions they had to wander forty years
in the desert until 2 new generation would
trust the Lord and have courage to claim
the promised land. Young David slaying
Goliath is another example. 1In the first
book of Nephi, Nephi has faith and courage
that the Lord will always make a way
whereby we can fulfill His command-
ments. Second, one needs resolve and
commitment. Joshua is an example in the
24th chapter when he resolves to serve the
Lord. Third is obedience. We must trust
and obey. Brother Bob had us to imagine
going through Toys R Us with a group of
four year olds. We know how distracted
they would be. We must not be distracted
either by things and pleasures in the world
which interfere with our complete obedi-
ence. Next, it is important that we put on
the whole armor of God as spelled out in
Ephesians 6:10-15. God dictates the battle
strategy, but parents are the drill instruc-
tors and must prepare their kids. In Alma
26 we have the story of the two thousand
brave young men who didn’t doubt that
God would protect them in battle because
their mothers had taught them to believe
and have faith. Also, a soldier must be
alert. We are admonished to “watch and
pray always.” Compassion is another
quality needed. We are our brother’s
keeper. Luke tells us about this quality in
the parable of the Good Samaritan. We
must know our enemy, who is the devil,
He is the master of camouflage and the
father of lies. His tool is division and he
will try to make us give and take offense.
Christ has given us procedures to heal our
hurts (Matthew 18:15). We must choose
our battlegrounds where we have the ad-
vantage. We don’t want to place ourselves
in an atmosphere detrimental to our soul.
In Deut. 20:1 we know we look for a better
place. We are going to win! Why wouldn't
we want to join the winning army? Brother
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Hedrick closed with this line from a song,
“Glorious victories are coming in the Army
of the Lord.”

Sunday morning Apostle Marvin Ely
began the sacrament service by reading 3
Nephi 8:28-36. He stated that we must
keep in the right way, and our prayers help
us to do that. We must also feast upon the
words of Christ and His spirit will be with
us. Many names were presented of the
sick and elderly who need our prayers. We
can be assured that these prayers as-
cended to our heavenly Father for we en-
joyed that sweet spirit that lifts and encour-
ages each of us as we praise Him and lay
our burdens at His altar of mercy. There
were several testimonies concerning how
the Lord led them to this church and con-
vinced them through the spirit that it is
indeed Christ’s church. They also had ex-
perienced pressure from loved ones not to
join the church. Our three sisters from
Manchester, Tennessee, shared their love
of the gospel. Sister Debby Vogel from
Missouri stated how she longed to hear
testimonies from our young people as they
had reported the camp was the most spiri-
tual one ever. Then many of our young
men and women campers gave their testi-
monies, which we all enjoyed. Sister
Nancy Harrison shared her experiences in
her work place and how she was able to
witness to some of her fellow workers. She
stated that she wants to be seen as differ-
ent. Different in a good and godly way.

After dinner we enjoyed a special
musical offering presided over by Sister
Manon Lawrence. First on the program
was Crown Him, sung by several young
men and women from camp. Next, we
enjoyed the camp choir singing, Let No
Man Desprise Thy Youth. This title was also
the theme of this year’s camp,

Kelli Greenwood and Mandy Grim
sang an a cappella duet, Father | Adore
You. Several more of our young campers

—
sang Demos Gracias, a Spanish song they
learned at camp. Next we enjoyed Luke
Wylie and his guitar as he sang Fill Me with
Your Spirit.

Amanda Trudgen sang a Spanish
song with Brothers Vicente and Placido.
Laura Gill sang Love Lifted Me 2 cappella
0 a modern melody. A group of young
children under 12 sang Jesus gver of All
We Enjoy.

Tis Midnight was performed by the
quartet of John Brown, Kevin McGhee,
Erica Moser, and Alisha Yates. Next the
Donald Gill men’s group of camp counsel-
ors sang [ Surrender All. Sister Debby
O’Haro sang The Presence of the Lord,
which completed this wonderful musical
program.

Our last service of the reunion was
at 4:00 p.m. with Apostle Smith Brick-
house as our speaker. As Bob Oldham
pointed out, Smith is known as Buzz to
most of us. Brother Brickhouse began by
thanking parents for sending their kids (99
of them plus 9 helpers) to this year’s camp
and for supporting this endeavor. He sees
no generation gap in this Church of Christ.
He reminded us that Jesus is the same
yesterday, today, and tomorrow. His love
for us never ceases and He is always avail-
able. Isaiah 55 states that we need to seek
the Lord while He may be found, and He is
a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him. He urged us to let Christ reign in our
lives and then having done all, to stand,
What is our purpose in this body of Christ?
At camp he and Joel teach a class on deci-
sion making. The three big decisions in a
young person’s life are (1) Do you accept
Christ or not? (2) How are you going to
make aliving? (3) Who will your compan-
ion be? They ask the class if their choices
measure up to the laws and command-
ments that God has given. If your choice
means you have to do something in secret,
itis probably wrong. Is your choice some-
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thing you can pray about? We must use the
guidance of the Holy Spirit in all choices
and decisions.

We are all called to stewardship. We
are responsible for our resources and we
owe God 10% of our income. We are re-
sponsible for our body because it is the
temple of the Lord (Romans 1:12). Titus
2 tells us to live soberly and righteously,
being zealous of good works. Then we are
stewards of our time. We need to plan it so
there is 2 balance and that we have time to
study and time for others. Most of all, we

Zion's Advocate

are stewards of the gospel. We are respon-
sible for how we teach it and how we wit-
ness for Christ. Brother Smith pointed out
that this restored gospel has unique re-
quirements. “We are not a copy—we are
the original. We need to know what and
why we believe. Are we convicted believ-
ers? We do not want to be called to task,
but be on God’s side. We need to yield and
to commit and use the power of the Holy
Ghost to give us wisdom and instruction.”
Brother Smith ended with these state-
ments: “Rise up and serve the King of

Kings. Pray continually for one another.
Through Christ we can overcome all
things.”

Respectfully submitted,
Your sister in Christ, Marlene Cobb.

-

|
COwGILL, MISSOURI |

lt’s the first of November and we have
already had two snows—not big snows,
but enough to make the ground white.
Our beautiful autumn has come and gone;
even the summer was short. Now we have
the long cold winter to face.

On March 9 we had our election of
officers. Bro. Loren Bryant is our Sunday
School Supt. Bro. Trenor Wratt is our Sun-
day School teacher; he keeps it interesting.
The teacher of our Jr. class is Sr. Lois
Harris, and the assistant teacher is Sr.
Karen Claypole. The primary class teach-
ers are Karen and Sr. Lisa Wratt. The sec-
retary is Lois Harris, and Wilma Bryant is
the treasurer. Bro Gerald Bryant is Church
Pastor, and the Music Coordinator is Karen
Claypole. Our reporter is Sr. Elizabeth
Crist. Gerald Bryant is on the Reunion
Committee.

Gerald and Wilma Bryant received
the sad news June 6 that their grandson
Aaron Sprouse had been killed in an auto-
mobile accident. This family has the sym-
pathy of the entire congregation in this

untimely loss.

Sr. Lois Harris, Glenn and Margret
Gill drove to Greeley, Colorado, on June 11
to visit her sister Mildred Hooker. They
also attended the Colorado Reunion on the
13th, 14thand 15th. Lois contacted the flu
while they were there and spent a miser-
able three days.

In August, as Lois was walking home
from the Post Office in Cowgill, a large dog
assaulted her. She threw her hand up
before her face, then the dog bit her, mak-
ing a deep wound on her right hand. After
she got to her house to call 911 she passed
out, fell and broke her right leg; she spent
the next eight weeks at the home of her son
and wife, Alvin and Joyce Harris.

She has been back to church at Cow-
gill now for three weeks and is walking
better every week. We're glad to have her
back. The little Jr. class missed her, al-
though Karen and Lisa did a good job
teaching them. 1t's fun waiching them as
they stand up in front and answer their
questions. They are learning well the
things they need to know about Jesus.

We have enjoved the visiting minis-
ters and their families, the wonderful ser-

mons, basket dinner and the visiting after-
ward.

The Cowgill congregation attended
the Missouri Reunion in August.

Your Reporter,
Flizabeth Crist

<
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The Niqlﬂl Bel[ope Jesus Came

“Twas the niqm iael(ope Jesus came and all
fhpouqh the house

Nof a creature was praying, not one in ﬂle
house.

ﬂweir B‘iHes were ;Gin on ”1@ slwe” wi]‘houf care

lﬂ l‘lOpGS ﬂ’](}* JQSUS WOUlCl ﬂO]l come H’IE?P(?.

Tke chi]dren were dvessinq fo cmwl info bec],

Not once ever kneelinq or Eowinq a head.

And Mom in hev POCL&B{’ wi’fh ﬂwe biq on hep lgp
\X/as woichinq ﬂle ]aie skow wkile l )looL a nap.

\X/}]en OU* O{ H\e ECIS]l ﬂ)epe arose SUC!’] a c]oﬂev,

| sprang to my {eef fo see whof was ﬂwe maftter.
Awoq to ﬂle winc‘ow I ﬂew H@ a ﬂask
Tore open ﬂae Shuﬁerﬂs ond fhrﬂew up ﬂxe sasm

\X/hen Wl?(]i tO myy wondepinq eyes S}'lOUICl appear

But onqe]s pmclaiminq that Jesus was here.

\X/iﬂ\ a ‘iq“ like ﬂ]e sun sen(Jinq )(OPﬂ] a bviq“

ray
l knew in a moment ﬂ\is musl be THF DAV!

The ligm o{ FHis {acg mac!e me cover my head

It was Jesus! Qe?uminq jusi iil«e He had mid.

And ﬂzouqh ' posgessed wovldlq wiscjom and
wealth,

| cried when | saw Him in spﬂle of mgse”.

In ﬂle BODL 0{ Li{e wl*xich He held in His honc{

\X/as weritlen ﬂme name o]( every so\/ed man.
He spol«z not a worc’ as He seorched ](OP my
name;

\X/Lheﬂ He SGiC], “H,S no!l hQPQ” my heod kunq

in sham@.

The people whose names had been written with

love

He qoﬂweped fo take fo His Father above.
\X/illh ﬂlOSQ who were Peodq He rOse wi]‘kou?

SOUQCJ

Wki’e o” o{ ﬂle rest were 'eﬂ sfondinq aroun&.

I {e” fo my lmees, buf it was foo ]oie;
| had waited too lonq and thus sealed my fate.
I s*ooc! and | {:Piec] as ﬂ)eq rose oul o{ squ;

Oh, i{ on]g we }103 been PQGCJL} foniqm.

ln ﬂle wovc!s o{ ﬂ\is poem ﬂw meaning is c{mp;
‘”\e coming o{ Jesus is dmwinq near.

TIEQPQ’S on]q one L{‘P Qﬂd Whé?ﬂ comes ﬂ\@ iOSt €(}H

We'll find that the Bible was true affer oll!

—Author unknown

Submitted by Sister Jeanece Stephens
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
Speed delivery of your Zion’s Advocate by sending us your new address
immediately. Each undeliverable Zion's Advocate costs the church more
than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to reguiar postage.

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 1998 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the Church of
Christ will commence Sunday, April 5. The business sessions will start at
9:00 AM. Monday, April 6. A Solemn Assembly will be held prior to the
conference, on April 3 & 4. All services will be held on the Temple Lot

The 1997 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church
of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 11, 12 and
13, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
Independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Each’
Members (optional). .. ... . ... $4.00
Non-Members, .. ... ... ... .. ... . .. 4,00
Foreign ... ... ... ... ... . 450

Babylon's Fall and the Way of Escape ... ... . . . 1.85

Book of Commandments (hard boundy ... ... ... . 9.00

Book of Commandments (plasticboundy ... ... ... . . . 5.00

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed . .. . 4.00

Book of Mormon (1808 Authorized Edition—Leather). .. ... . '2{},00

Book of Mormon (1980 Independence Edition—Clothy. . 18.00
Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—Leather). 2400
Book of Mormon (1830 Independence Edition—Missionary) . . 7.00
Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound) .. .. .. . 12.00
Book of Mormon Companion, A (softbound). ..., ... . .. 5.00
Book of Mormen Concordance ... ... ... ... .. . ... .. 8.00
Changing of the Revelations . . ... ... ... .. . ... .. __ . . 50

Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations . . . . . 1.60

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor. ...

Outling History of the Church of Christ . ... ... .. .

TempleLotDeed. .. ... .. ... .. .. ... .30

What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God . . .

ZiowsHymnal ...
TCost of mailing will be added.

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE:*

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy
Book of Mormon, The (fract)
Brief History of the Church of Christ, A
Christian Sabbath is the Lord’s Day, The
Concerning Marriage and Polygamy
Cost of Salvation, The
Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
First Presidency or First Aposties?
God's Purpose in America
Great Plan of Redemption, The
Is Marriage for Time and Eternity?—A Fallacy
Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem, The
Latter Day Restoration, The
Priesthood-—Divine Authority
Principles of the Gospel—Baptism
Principles of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel—The Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement
Sermoneites on the Teachings of Jesus
Synopsis, A (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon
Why? (Amplifies absence of a “First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord
*Note: Donations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs
(Muttiple copies available: 6-50¢ / 100-35.85 plus postage)

- NONPROFIT
Uhureh of Christ VPR
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS U.8 POSTAGE
TEMPLE LOT PAID
200 5. RIVER BLVD INDEP, MO
P.O.BOX 472 PERMIT NO. 259

INDEPENDENCE, MO 64051-0472
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The following materials are available on loan to members of the Church
of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Commitiee:

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION
Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the make of
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in
the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona, areas.
Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for your own
preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee, Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051-0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward Ameri-
can indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING {27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and
1830,

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes}—Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion” in 1887 by the members of the Church of Christ, aspecially
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot.

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Compilete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testa-
ment and a sel for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron Temple, 5621
Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 84136. Specify which set is desired and
the estimated length of time you expect to use it.

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassette tape write to Mike Kelley, 3006 East Wescotl
Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85024, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Road, Kansas
City, Missouri 64136

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for S8 materials to Debbie Vogel!, 403 Colonel Drive,
Independence, Missouri 84050, Afl materials are free of charge to members
of the Church of Christ, except as noted. Donations will be accepted to cover
postage. ™
Bible Slories to Grow By—52 lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7
Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormon
Church History for Juniors—Includes a Teacher's Guide
Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10
Who Am I7—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.20 to indi-

viduals.
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