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- EDITORIAL

Cherishing What We Already Have

By Elder Robert Dewaele

his last April Minister’s Con-

ference impressed upon me
the need to carefully consider
what our Church stands for, and
what the restored Gospel truly
means to us all.

From Christ’s ministry un-
til the year 1830, it became in-
creasingly clear that the Gospel,
which had been given out in its
pure form, had become increas-
ingly imperfect through the
hand of men.

We need to reflect upon
what first drew us to the re-
stored Gospel. Most of our
membership have some very
specific testimonies as to why
they joined the Church of
Christ, Temple Lot.

There are certain aspects of
the restored Gospel that are
quite unique. Modern day reve-
lation and a belief in the need
for Zion are but two of the many
differences from other beliefs.
Another item which sets us
apart is the multiple scriptures
that we believe in, namely the
Bible, Book of Mormon, and the
Book of Commandments.

The frequent use of these
scriptures can act as a solid
guide to help us find our way
through life’s difficulties. This
multiplicity of scriptures can
also act as a check and balance

system to help keep us from de-
veloping false beliefs.

As a church, and as indi-
viduals, we need to become
more firm in our core beliefs,
and cast aside divisive issues
that could be resolved through
prayer and meditation.

Chapter 5 of III Nephi, vv.
36-42, probably best conveys
what I am attempting to ex-
press. It begins:

“Verily, verily I say unto
you, that this s my doc-
trine; and I bear record of it
from the Father; and whoso
belteveth in me, believeth in
the Father also; And unto
him will the Father bear re-
cord of me; for he will visit
him with fire and with the
Holy Ghost; And thus will
the Father bear record of
me; and the Holy Ghost will
bear record unto him of the
Father and me; for the Fa-
ther, and I, and the Holy
Ghost, are one. And again
I say unto you, Ye must re-
pent, and become as a little
child, and be baptized in my
name, or ye can in no wise
receive these things. And
again I say unto you, Ye
must repent, and be bap-
tized in my name, and be-
come as a little child, or ye
can in no wise inherit the
kingdom of God. Verily,
verily 1 say unto you, that

this is my doctrine; and
whoso buildeth upon this,
buildeth upon my rock; and
the gates of hell shall not
prevail against them. And
whoso shall declare MORE
or LESS than this, and es-
tablish it for my doctrine,
the same cometh of evil, and
s not built upon my rock,
but he buildeth upon «a
sandy foundation, and the
gates of hell standeth open
to receive such, when the
floods come, and the winds
beat upon them.”

With these scriptures as a
backdrop, it is most clear that
any initiative taken, or declara-
tion made, be in accordance
with all that the scriptures have
presented on a given subject.

If we begin to twist the
meaning of the scriptures or
commandments, we will surely
pay a high price for ignoring
these simple instructions.

Just as Joseph Smith relied
upon divine guidance at a time
when he was unsure about cer-
tain steps that he needed to take
in his life, we also need to heed
the direction of the Holy Spirit.

e
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A Treatise on the Book of Commandments,
The Coening & The Morning Star,
and the Doctrine & Cobenants

By Apostle
William A. Sheldon

his treatise is intended as a

defense of the Book of Com-
mandments published in 1833,
and its relevance to revelations
published in The Evening &
The Morning Star, but more so
to the same revelations as pub-
lished in the Doctrine & Cove-
nants. In this we have had
access to photo-mechanical cop-
ies of each of these books, so the
arrangement, the wording and
punctuation are identical with

original copies. Hereafter, for
the sake of brevity, we will ref-
erence these books as BkC,
E&M Star and D&C, respec-
tively.

A booklet published in
March 1996 seeks to degrade
the BkC in relation to the D&C,
both of which were produced as
pulications of revelations to the
Church during the life of Joseph
Smith, a latter day prophet of
God. The booklet is entitled A
Recurring Issue: the authentic-
ity of the BRC, written by
Thomas R. Beil. In it is repro-
duced reviews having been
made by Joseph Smith III and
by his brother, Israel A. Smith,
former presidents of the RLDS
Church, and also by Seventy
Delbert D. Smith of that church.
Incidentally: this present effort
was not instigated by the book-
let mentioned.

The booklet is interesting
and plausible from the stand-
point of the RLDS Church, if
positions taken go unchal-
lenged. However, recorded his-
torical events are not always
based on facts, and often reflect
a bias based on traditional con-

Suggestions by
anyone that the BKC
as printed was
grossly in error from
the manuscript
prepared by Joseph
Smith and approved
by a conference of
four days held in
Hiram, Ohio, in
November 1831, is
absurd to say the
least.

cepts in which rehearsal, re-
peated again and again, may
give a coloring of truth which
will not stand under close scru-
tiny.

It is not our purpose to en-
gage in a protracted discussion
regarding erroneous conclu-
sions reached by the above-
named Smiths, though it might
well be done. ALL the objec-
tions to the BkC as an approved,
authorized book have been ex-
ploded long ago, as may be seen
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by reading Apostle Dan McGre-
gor’s booklet, Changing Of The
Revelations and also Apostle
Clarence Wheaton’s booklet,
The BRC Controversy Reviewed.
That the revelations had been
circulated in book form, essen-
tially as approved by Joseph
Smith and others is well estab-
lished in these two booklets.
Nevertheless, the old maxim
holds true: “A man convinced
against his will is of the same
opinion still.” This is especially
true if the man has an “ax to
grind”, so to speak, or in other
words, as in the matter before
us, he has a vested interest in
the changed revelations as they
appear in the D&C.

Suggestions by anyone that
the BkC as printed was grossly
in error from the manuscript
prepared by Joseph Smith and
approved by a conference of four
days held in Hiram, Ohio, in
November 1831, isabsurd to say
the least. It was amply refuted
by our two apostles.

The first publication of the
revelations is found in the E&M
Star printed by W. W. Phelps for
the Church in 1832-33 in Inde-
pendence, Missouri. These
were portions of selected revela-
tions and not the total of those
in the hands of Oliver Cowdery
and Phelps; but those which
were printed correspond with
little difference from the same
appearing later in the BkC, and
do differ to a great extent from
those as published about three
years later in the D&C.

The differences between
the BkC and the D&C are so
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great in a comparison of the
same revelations as to rule out
any suggestion that they were
only minor, which might have
developed unintentionally
through human error. McGre-
gor stated that there are a total
of 1,667 word alterations, both
by way of addition and also de-
letion. The large majority of dif-
ferences were those added.
These were certainly done in-
tentionally, and when one exam-
inesthe differences, it is obvious
that many were done in order to
support the drastic changes
which occured in the Church
structure of officers AFTER the
BkC had been published. I refer
to the introduction into the
church of high priests, of patri-
archs, a standing high council
and a presidency of the high
priesthood which was also a
presidency over the whole
church. This was all alien to the
scriptural order of ministry as
found in the Bible and Book of
Mormon, notwithstanding the
revelation which stated that the
Church was to be “like unto the
Church which was taught by my
disciples in the days of old”
(BkC 4:5). The wording of this
paragraph is entirely deleted
from the same ‘revelation’ as
found in D&C 5. The reason is
obvious: by 1835, when the
D&C was first published, the
Church was far removed in its
structure from the scriptural
pattern and from the apostolic
order which the Lord intended,
as given by revelation in June
1829. The “twelve” were belat-
edly appointed six years after

the commandment was given.
This is only mentioned to cor-
rect an assumption that the
“twelve apostles” had written
and signed a testimony to the
truth of the D&C.

At a general assembly of
the Church at Kirtland, Ohio,
on 17 August 1835, a written
statement was read which was
not signed by the “twelve”
(though their names were at-
tached by others) giving a testi-
mony in favor of the D&C. The
facts are that the “twelve” were
not present at that assembly,
but had gone on an eastern
states mission, so they could
neither acknowledge nor repu-
diate  the  representation.
Again: they did not sign the tes-
timony presented. In actuality,
the statement was the identical
statement prepared with the
evident intention of publication
in the BkC in 1831; however
this was not done. The state-
ment was given by revelation, as
indicated by Joseph Smith, and
was to be signed by all present.
There were ten present, includ-
ing Joseph Smith, but of these,
there were only three men who
later were numbered with the
“twelve”. It is highly unlikely
that the “twelve” gave their ap-
proval of the 1835 D&C (though
they undoubtedly concurred
later in sentiment), and they
certainly DID NOT give their
approval, as a body, to the iden-
tically worded testimony pre-
pared in 1831 for the BkC, for
the very plain reason that they
had not been appointed as apos-
tles until 1835.
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Nevertheless, the revela-
tions were arranged by Joseph
Smith because of conference ac-
tion at Hiram, Ohio, on 1 No-
vember 1831, in preparation for
Oliver Cowdery and John Whit-
mer to carry them to Inde-
pendence, Missouri. See RLDS
History of the Church, p. 221.
At this same conference, the
preface was given for the BkC.
This is chapter one of the book,
yet, strangely, this preface
which gives the Lord’s approval
of the revelations as contained
in the BkC was appropriated
and given as Section 1 of the
1835 D&C, with its drastically
revised revelations of the same
time frame, Of course, that
preface is included with all sub-
sequent editions of the D&C.

After this arrangement of
the revelations and approval by
the Nov. 1831 conference, a
council was had in Inde-
pendence, Missouri, in which
further provision was made for
publication of the revelations.
On 1 May 1832, this council ar-
ranged for 3,000 copies to be
printed of the BkC as a first
edition, and “that Willlam W
Phelps, Oliver Cowdery and
John Whitmer be appointed to
review and prepare such revela-
tions as shall be deemed proper
for publication, for the press,
and print them as soon as possi-
ble at Independence, Missouri.”
(Times & Seasons, vol. 5, p.
625).

This gave discretion to
these three men as to which
revelations in their possession
should be published. There-
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fore, certain revelations were
withheld from publication, such
as those found in the RLDS
D&C. sections 15, 22, 31, 36, 51

The differences
between the BkC
and the D&C are so
greafina
comparison of the
same revelations as
o rule out any
suggestion that they
were only minor,
which might have
developed
unintentionally
through human error,

& 57, which had been given
within the time frame of those
published in the BkC.

Those who have opposed
the BkC as an acceptable publi-
cation of the revelations have
stated that it was an unfinished
book; that the final wording on
the last page ended as an incom-
plete statement; and they point
out that in the manuscript there
is a printer’s “take” mark fol-
lowing the words “the rebel-
lious are not of the blood of
Ephraim.” Such a mark indi-
cated that this was as far as the
printer had gotten in the setting
of the type, and these critics de-
clare that because the press was
destroyed at that point in time,
therefore, the book was incom-
plete; but consider this: The

manuscript contintued on, just
as it is found in the D&C. It
reads: “...the rebellious are not
of the blood of Ephraim, where-
fore they shall be plucked out.
Behold, I, the Lord have made
my church in these last days,
like unto a judge sitting on a
hill; or in a high place, to judge
the nations...”

Do you not suppose that
this language, if it had been
printed in 1833, would have in-
censed the Missourians who
were not of the Church?? Could
it be that Cowdery, Phelps and
Whitmer had in mind that such
warning as given in BkC 43:8
(RLDS D&C 41:2), was applica-
ble to enemies outside the
church, and that they deliber-
ately withheld the printing of
the remainder of that revelation
as found in RLDS D&C 647 In
BkC 43:8 we find:

“For it is not meet that the things
which belong to the children of the
kingdom, should be given to them
that are not worthy, or to dogs, or the
pearls to be cast before swine.”

Whether this assumptionis
true or not, it remains a fact of
history that many of those in
the church boasted that the
Lord had given it unto them to
possess this land in Missouri.
The native Missourians were in-
flamed by such, which was a
cause for the burning of the
printing office in Independence
in 1833. These rash statements
and actions of some contributed
to the expulsion of the saints in
Independence and finally the
state.
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Whatever may be sup-
posed, here is some further in-
formation relative to the print-
ing of the BkC, in which we are
indebted to Seventy Delbert
Smith for his quotation from
the words of Walter W. Smith,
editor of the RLDS Journal of
History, Feb. 9, 1921, regarding
the fact that there were 160
pages in the 1833 BkC:

The little book (the BkC) was be-
ing published in what is called 32
mo, meaning that each form would
be folded 16 times, making 32 pages.
Proofs for five of these had been
struck off, which made 160 pages,
and there the BkC ended five times
32, the number of pages in each of
the folds, made just 160 pages.

It was on the last line of p.
160, which line is at the bottom
of the page, wherein are the
words - “the rebellious are not
of the blood of Ephraim” - thus
ending the sentence. It is a pe-
culiar circumstance that these
words appear at the very bottom
of page 160, which was the last
page of that printed form of 32
pages. The last word,
“Ephraim”, is followed by a PE-
RIOD mark, showing that this
was the intended ending of the
sentence. That last word does
not even reach to the end of the
line; it is less that half-way.
Phelps intentionally deleted the
remainder of the wording in
that revelation, and so signified
by the “period” mark! Whether
this was concurred by Cowdery
and Whitmer could only be
speculation.

That this was the intended

ending of the book is made obvi-
ous by the fact that the five
forms of 32 pages each had been
printed, and perhaps enough of
them by which to publish the
3,000 authorized copies of the
book. Why would the conclud-
ing form have been printed with
an incomplete sentence if the
editor (Phelps) had not in-
tended that the book was in fact
complete so far as they intended
it to be??

The conclusion had been
reached by Joseph Smith and
others to bind the books with
paper covers, since a better
binding could not be obtained
without considerable delay in
the publication. This may be
verified by existing histories.
Granting the possibility of the
story that individuals picked up
some unbound forms found in
the street after the office was
burned, we guestion the claim
that some of these were later
bound and distributed as books;
there is no such record to be
found. No, the binding was
done at the printing office be-
fore the office was burned.
Without doubt, there were a few
bound copies in circulation.
David Whitmenr had one,
which ended up in the Library
of Congress at Washington, D.C.
The New York Public Library
has one, and so also, this Church
of Christ, etc.

An interesting account was
given by John Taylor twho be-
came president of the LDS
Church) concerning his having
obtained copies of the BkC. It
seems evident from this that he

was able to get some bound cop-
ies by the following story he
told:

I ran my hand into a crack be-
tween the logs and pulled out a few
at a time until T got as many as 1
could carry. When I was discovered
a dozen men surrounded me and
commenced throwing stones at me,
and I'shouted out, ‘Oh my God must
I'be stoned to death like Stephen, for
the sake of the word of the Lord?’
The Lord gave me strength and skill
to elude them and make my escape
without being hit by a stone. (from
The BKC Controversy Reviewed, p.
49).

Now, the following are writ-
ten statements by others which
verify the fact that they pos-
sessed or had seen a bound copy.
In some of these reference is
made to the page number in the
original BkC, which is verifiable
by comparison to an original
book or photo copy of the same.
These references could not have
come from the E&M Star:

The following errors we have
found in the commandments, as
printed:  Fortieth chapter, tenth
verse, third line, instead of corrupt-
ible. put corrupted.  Fourteenth
verse of the same chapter, fifth line,
instead of respecter to persons, put
respecter of persons. Twenty-first
verse, second line of the same chap-
ter, instead of respecter to, put re-
specter of.  Forty-fourth chapter,
twelfth verse, last line, instead of
hands, put heads. (Joseph Smith
letter to Phelps, from RLDS History
of the Church, vol. 1, p. 300)

Joseph Smith’s correction
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references correspond exactly
with the original BkC.

In the third lecture on faith
which Joseph Smith gave and
which was included in the 1835
D&C, he referenced the BKC by
line and paragraph as printed
therein; his quotes were from
chapter two and also chapter 37,
paragraph 1.

In a series of questions and
answers following these lec-
tures as printed, it was asked:
Where do you find the revela-
tions which give us this idea of
the character of the Deity? His
answer: In the Bible and Book
of Commandments. . .

In  January 1834, a
“Brother Leonard Rich was
called in question...for selling
the revelations at an extortion-
ate price. This could only refer
to the printed BKC. (from LDS
History Of The Church, vol. 2,
p. 27).

In June 1834, twelve elders
of the church wrote and pub-
lished a lengthy “appeal” con-
cerning the persecution of the
saints in Jackson County, Mis-
souri, in 1833. In it, they refer-
enced the BkC twice, giving
page numbers with their quota-
tions. This, also, could only
have been quoted from a pub-
lished BkC.

Much could be said relative
to the BkC having been legally
copyrighted, but this has been
handled well by apostles
McGregor and Wheaton, as also
much detail relative to it having
been recognized as an author-
ized compilation of revelations
to that time with intent to pub-

lish, so I will forbear.

The facts presented here
are ample to convince the hon-
est seeker for truth who is not

Our Church position
that all purported
revelations from
God are judged in
the light of our
accepted scriptures
(the King James
Bible and the Book
of Mormon) is valid,
and should be used
in judging both the
BkC and the D&C.

swayed by efforts to support the
unscriptural offices which de-
veloped in the early church, and
in which it became necessary to
change the revelations in an ef-
fort to justify them. I refer to
the offices of a first presidency
over the high priesthood, the or-
dained office of high priest, a
standing council of high priests,
and a patriarchal order of
priesthood.

These were early innova-
tions inte the Church which
evolved from the simple, scrip-
tural structure of 1829-30, and
signaled the slip into apostasy
which became more marked in
1834 by changing the name of
the Church. Doctrinal devia-
tions developed which con-
firmed a latter day apostasy.
However, it is not our purpose

here to pursue this matter.

Suffice it to say that our
recognition of these errorsled to
this remnant body discarding
the organic changes in favor of
the primitive order established
by Christ and His apostles. We
never did concur with the doc-
trinal changes, and therefore,
by the Lord’s grace, there has
not been a full apostasy overtak-
ing the latter day Church of
Christ, as organized in 1830.

In conclusion: The chang-
ing of the early revelations does
not invalidate the revelations
which, for whatever reason,
were not published in the BkC
during 1828-31; nor indeed is
there a blanket rejection of
revelations given after the BkC
era. Our Church position that
all purported revelations from
God are judged in the light of
our accepted scriptures (the
King James Bible and the Book
of Mormon) is valid, and should
be used in judging both the BkC
and the D&C. Of course, we
cannot accept changed revela-
tons as having come from God.

o
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DEVELOPING A ZIONIC ATTITUDE

An él/e .Singﬁe to the g&)a[ of éoa

By Apostle Smith Brickhouse

ocusing on the need for

he Body of Christ to de-
velop a zionic attitude in our
lives, what should we review?
What then must we do to have
this zionic attitude, and what
does it consist of?

Previous writers have re-
minded us to have Faith, Hope
and Charity, and to endure until
the end. 1 Nephi 3:187-189
states:

“And blessed are they
who shall seek to bring
forth my Zion at that day,
for they shall have the gift
and the power of the Holy
Ghost; And if they endure
unto the end, they shall be
lifted up at the last day, and
shall be saved in the ever-

lasting kingdom of the
Lamb; And whoso shall
publish peace, yea, tidings
of great joy, how beautiful
upon the mountains shall
they be.”

A wonderful, hopeful prom-
ise to those that “seek to bring
forth” Zion. If we wish for that
promise to be fulfilled, we then
need to bring about those things
in our life that cause Zion.

Countless scriptures ad-
monish us to endure until the
end that we might stay on the
path of righteousness which
leads to Eternal Life. Other
scriptures instruct us of the
need to “diligently seek” the
Lord. Mosiah 3:21 states:

“Therefore, I would that
ye should be steadfast and
immovable, always
abounding in good works,
that Christ, the Lord God
Omnipotent, may seal you
his, that you may be
brought to heaven, that ye
may have everlasting salva-
tion and eternal life,
through the wisdom, and
power, and justice, and
mercy of him, who created
all things, in heaven and in
earth, who is God above all.
Amen.”

These scriptures and oth-
ers written by holy men of old as
they were inspired have been

preserved by God for instruc-
tion in these the last days.

As we journey along life’s
path, we have a need to actively
pursue the things of the Lord.
There is a need for us to be “pro
active” in our relationship with
our Heavenly Father, a need for
us to develop a Zionic Attitude
in our life and in all our under-
taking. We are to have “An Eye
Single to the Glory of God”!

Christ in His teaching of
the Sermon on the Mount gives
us basic instruction on how we
are to live our lives. Matthew
6:19-34 teaches the principle of
the need to have our eye single
toward God and the need to be
fixed in our purpose.

In Matthew 6:19-24 and
also in 3 Nephi 5:110-115 we
read:

“Lay not up for your-
selves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal:
But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves
do not break through nor
steal: For where your treas-
ure is, there will your heart
be also. The light of the
body is the eye: if therefore
thine eye be single, thy
whole body shall be full of
light. But if thine eye be
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evil, thy whole body shall be
full of darkness. If there-
fore the light that is in thee
be darkness, how great is
that darkness! No man can
serve two masters: for either
he will hate the one, and
love the other; or else he will
hold to the one, and despise
the other. Ye cannot serve
God and mammon.”

We have here two record-
ings of the fact that the Lord
instructs us to have our “eye” be
single. Our “eye” or our “focus
or viewpoint” is to be focused on
Christ and the glory of God, and
should be the driving force upon
which we base all our activities
and actions. Proverbs 23:4-5
says:

“Labor not to be rich:
cease from thine own wis-
dom. Wilt thou set thine
eyes upon that which is not?
for riches certainly make
themselves wings, they fly
away as an eagle toward
heaven.”

I Timothy 6:17-19 reads:
“Charge them that are rich
in this world, that they be
not highminded, nor trust
in uncertain riches, but in
the living God, who giveth
usrichly all things to enjoy;
That they do good, that they
be rich in good works, ready
to distribute, willing to
communicate; Laying up in
store for themselves a good
foundation against the time
to come, that they may lay
hold on eternal life.”

Zion's Advocate

James 5:1-11 reads: “Go
to now, ye rich men, weep
and howl for your miseries
that shall come upon you.
Your riches are corrupted,
and your garments are
motheaten. Your gold and
stlver is cankered; and the
rust of them shall be a wit-
ness against you, and shall
eat your flesh as it were fire.
Ye have heaped treasure to-
gether for the last days. Be-
hold, the hire of the
labourers who have reaped
down your fields, which is
of you kept back by fraud,
crieth: and the cries of them
which have reaped are en-
tered into the ears of the
Lord of sabaoth. Ye have
lived in pleasure on the
earth, and been wanton,; ye
have  nourished  your
hearts, as in a day of
slaughter.  Ye have con-
demned and killed the just,
and he doth not resist you.
Be patient therefore, breth-
ren, unto the coming of the
Lord. Behold, the husband-
man waiteth for the pre-
cious fruit of the earth, and
hath long patience for it,
until he receive the early
and latter rain. Be ye also
patient;  stablish  your
hearts: for the coming of the
Lord droaweth nigh.
Grudge not one against an-
other, brethren, lest ye be
condemned: behold, the
judge standeth before the
door.  Take, my brethren,
the prophets, who have spo-
ken in the name of the Lord,
for an example of suffering
affliction, and of patience.
Behold, we count them

happy which endure. Ye
have heard of the patience
of Job, and have seen the
end of the Lord; that the
Lord is very pitiful, and of
tender mercy.”

The cares of the world are
that we obtain the riches
thereof. However, the Lord tells
us not to be caught up with
these things for they fade and
fail. We therefore must remain
focused. We must “stablish”
our heart for the cause of Zion.
Our thoughts, ambitions, ac-
tions and daily lives are to re-
flect the hope that we have and
the desire that we have for the
coming of Zion and the Second
Coming of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. We must not be
slothful, but good stewards of
our time, energy, thoughts, in-
fluence and possessions that
they might glorify God.

Luke 11:34-36 reads:
“The light of the body is the
eye: therefore when thine
eye is single, thy whole body
also is full of light; but
when thine eve is evil, thy
body also is full of dark-
ness. Take heed therefore
that the light which is in
thee be not darkness. If thy
whole body therefore be full
of light, having no part
dark, the whole shall be full
of light, as when the bright
shining of a candle doth
give thee light.”

We are to “take heed” that
our eye, or our focus, or our
priorities are of things “of the
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light” of God.

Nephi in 2 Nephi 6:73-
74 instructs: “O, my be-
loved brethren, remember
the awfulness in trans-
gressing against that Holy
God, and also the awful-
ness of yielding to the entic-
ings of that cunning one.
Remember, to be carnally
minded, is death, and to be
spiritually minded, is life
eternal. O, my beloved
brethren, give ear to my
words.”

Matthew 6:25-29 goes
on: “Therefore I say unto
you, Take no thought for
your life, what ye shall eat,
or what ye shall drink; nor
yet for your body, what ye
shall put on. Is not the life
more than meat, and the
body than raiment? Behold
the fowls of the air: for they
sow not, neither do they
reap, nor gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father
feedeth them. Are ye not
much better than they?
Which of you by taking
thought can add one cubit
unto his stature? And why
take ye thought for rai-
ment? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they
spin: And yet I say unto you,
That even Solomon in all
his glory was not arrayed
like one of these. Where-
fore, if God so clothe the
grass of the field, which to
day is, and to morrow is
cast into the oven, shall he
not much more clothe you,
O ye of little faith?”

Zion's Advocate

Think of our lives and the
priorities that we have set for
ourselves and reflect on what
the Lord has instructed us to
accomplish. We all fall short!
We all have a need to humble
ourselves and make life chang-
ing adjustments in our lives.
We sing song number 75 “Long-
ing for the Gathering” in the
Zion’s Hymnal and yet our re-
sponsibility as part of that long-
ing is to prepare our lives that
we might be of service to bring
about and fight for Zion.

Matthew 6: 30-34 reads:
“Wherefore, if God so clothe
the grass of the field, which
to day is, and to morrow is
cast into the oven, shall he
not much more clothe you,
O ye of little faith? There-
fore take no thought, say-
ing, What shall we eat? or,
What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be
clothed? (For after all these
things do the Gentiles seek:)
for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need
of all these things.  But
seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteous-
ness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.
Take therefore no thought
for the morrow: for the mor-
row shall take thought for
the things of itself. Suffi-
cient unto the day is the evil
thereof.”

We are to “seek first the
kingdom of God”; it is to be the
light of our eye, the focus of our
life. It is important that we
keep our vision clear to the goal

at hand. Luke 12:31 tells us
that if we seek the kingdom of
God all things will be added
unto us.

We must have a purpose, or
an eye single to the glory of God.
We cannot be double minded
and continue to attempt to
serve God and also the things of
this world. James 1:8 tells us
that a double minded man is
unstable in all his ways. James
4:7-8 reads:

“Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from
you. Draw nigh to God,
and he will draw nigh to
vou. Cleanse your hands,
ye sinners; and purify your
hearts, ye double minded.”

Each of us has the need to
look within our lives and reflect
on what the instructions and
commandments of the Lord
have been, and ask Him that we
might become one with Him,
that we might become single
minded and submit ourselves to
His will. We need to ask for
strength to resist the “riches of
this world” and yield to the en-
ticings of the Lord which beck-
ons and calls us to His service,
making our lives that “living
sacrifice” which, as stated in
Romans 12:1, is our “reason-

able service”.
o —
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A CALL TO
REPENTANCE

By Elder Arthur G. Smith

belief in a god or some
upreme being or creator
is a very common basic under-
standing of where we came from
and of why we are here on the
earth as living beings since the
beginning of time. In every case
a relationship is anticipated or
is expected to be established in
some form that is acceptable to
that being, commonly in the
practice of a religious worship.
The one being worshipped is
usually the perfect role model
and sets the rules of behavior.
We believe in the Bible and

the Book of Mormon, which set
forth to us the belief in the one
God, the Father; of his Son, Je-
sus Christ; and the Holy Spirit,
which together we worship as
our God. Our God is our creator,
perfect, holy, righteous, merci-
ful, just, wise, loving, everlast-
ing, and without sin. He in-
vites, even commands, us to be
like Him, to be perfect, even as
He is perfect and without sin.

We accept the scriptures
that teach us that we are fallen
and in sin because of the sin of
Adam, who disobeyed God in
the Garden of Eden, and was
cast out and separated from God
both spiritually and physically.
Since that time the human fam-
ily has inhabited the earth and
borne children, lived, and died
under that curse.

In order to save us from the
sin of Adam, and provide a way
to save us from our sins, God
has provided us with salvation
by His grace through the sacri-
fice of His son, Jesus Christ. We
call this the gospel, the good
news, the gift of God, because
He loves us and wants us to
return into His very presence,
into the kingdom of God. It is a
love relationship that is offered

He invites, even
commands, us to
be like Him, to be
perfect, even as He
is perfect and

without sin.
]

us; He wants our love and to
bring us back into His presence
we must love God and keep all
of His commandments.

In brief, because Jesus was
crucified, the sin of Adam was
lifted from us, the penalty was
paid, and we are redeemed from
the fall of Adam. Why? Be-
cause God loved all that He cre-
ated. His love calls for an an-
swering love from us as the Holy
Spirit moves to claim us from
sin.

By the power of God, Jesus
was resurrected from death and
the grave. He lives and we also
will be resurrected and our spir-
its restored to our bodies to live
eternally. Where? We deter-
mine that by our response to the
love of God, by obedience or our
disobedience, for in this life we
are on probation.

This we know for certain:
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that we will be judged by our
works at the last day, whether
we are worthy to stay in His
presence, within the kingdom of

To be reconciled
with God we must
be sorry for our sins
with a godly sOrrcw,
oﬁet g

Jusi to
be sorry is not
enough; there must
be a change in our

hearts.

God, or whether we must be
sent from His presence. We
know we will have a just and fair
judgement and be rewarded for
good works and punished for
evil. Read the description of the
end time and the holy Jerusa-
lem that will come down from
heaven, and who will have a
part in the glory of God, in Reve-
lation chapters 21 and 22.

To be worthy to be in the
presence of our God and Jesus
Christ we must have a relation-
ship that is acceptable to Him.
He is sinless, so we must also be
sinless to abide with Him. We
can become sinless if we have
our sins forgiven. This means
that we must repent of sins and
do them no more.

“For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord” Romans

6:23.

To be reconciled with God
we must be sorry for our sins
with a godly sorrow, after a
godly manner. We must be hon-
est and true in our repenting, as
Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians
7:10:

“For  godly  sorrow
worketh repentance to sal-
vation not to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the world
worketh death.”

Just to be sorry is not
enough; there must be a change
in our hearts.

“And again: Believe that
ye must repent of your sins
and forsake them, and
humble yourselves before
God; and ask in sincerity of
heart that he would forgive
you: And now, if you believe
all these things, see that ye
do them” Mosiah 2:16-17.

“In those days came John
the Baptist, preaching in
the wilderness of Judeea,
And saying, Repent ye: for
the kingdom of heaven is at
hand” St. Matthew 3:1-2.

About 2000 years ago this
prophet of God ushered in the
ministry of Jesus Christ with a
call to repentance. This scrip-
ture continues in verses 5 and 6
to read:

“Then went out to him
Jerusalem, and all Judzea,
and all the region round
about Jordan, And were

baptized of him in Jordan,
confessing their sins.”

“Now after that John was
put in prison, Jesus came

We stfugg e wsfh our
yunbehef cnd our

the woﬁd arour
becausewe
*comprehend not
the values of the
spiritual world.

P P R
into Galilee, preaching the
gospel of the kingdom of
God, and saying, The time
is fulfilled, and the king-
dom of God is at hand: re-
pent ye, and believe the
gospel” St. Mark 1:14-15.

Jesus, too, had been bap-
tized by John in the river Jor-
dan before He took up His work
of preaching this gospel of the
kingdom of God. His message
was the call to repent of sins and
be baptized for the remission of
those sins, that the believer
could have part in this kingdom
of God. God is unchangeable
and this gospel isunchangeable;
we are called to repent of our
sins.

Jesus traveled afoot in all
that region preaching this gos-
pel. In Jericho a little man
named Zacchaeus climbed a tree
above a crowd to see Jesus. Je-
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sus saw him and called to him to
come down; he wanted to visit

Zacchaeus at his house. This
was a rich man who was consid-
ered to be a sinner. Zacchaeus
received Jesus joyfully and
there is no doubt in my mind
that he heard the message and
believed. We cannot doubt that
he truly repented of his sins for
Zacchaeus brought forth “fruit
meet for repentance.”

“And Zacchaeus stood,
and said unto the Lord; Be-
hold, Lord, the half of my
goods I give to the poor; and
if I have taken any thing
from any man by false accu-
sation, I restore him four-
fold. And Jesus said unto
him, This day is salvation
come to this house, for-
somuch as he also is a son
of Abraham. For the Son of
man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost”
St. Luke 19:8-10.

Jesus gave the lesson story
of the prodigal son who deliber-
ately sinned by wasting his
rightful inheritance, who, lost
in sin, repented and was re-
ceived back into his father’s
household. He was forgiven
and there was rejoicing in his
return. His brother was ad-
monished to accept him and be
glad, “...for this thy brother was
dead, and is alive again; and
was lost, and is found” St. Luke
15:32.

Christ brought this same
doctrine to the people in the
Americas as we read:

“And again I say unto
you, Ye must repent, and be-
come as a little child, and be
baptized in my name, or ye
can in no wise receive these
things. And again I say

b e ]

Until we have
become as a liffle
child, humble
before our God,
repentant of our
every sin, suomitting
to the baptism of
water, are we ready
to be taught of the
Holy Spirit the will of
God to order our
lives.

unto you, Ye must repent,
and be baptized in my
name, and become as alittle
child, or ye can in nowise
inherit the kingdom of God.
Verily, verily I say unto you,
that this is my doctrine; and
whoso buildeth upon this,
buildeth upon my rock; and
the gates of hell shall not
prevail against them”
Third book of Nephi 5:39-
41,

Oh!, the plainness of the
gospel; easy to understand, yet
so difficult for us to accept the
promises of God because we lack
faith in Him. We struggle with
our unbelief and our commit-
ment to the material things of
the world around us because we
comprehend not the values of

the spiritual world. Our hands
cannot touch; our eyes cannot
see; our ears cannot hear; our
hearts cannot feel the reality of
the spiritual world because of
unbelief.

Until we have become as a
little child, humble before our
God, repentant of our every sin,
submitting to the baptism of
water, are we ready to be taught
of the Holy Spirit the will of God
to order our lives. If we would
desire to walk with our Lord, we
must take the first steps: have
faith in God and repent of our
sins.

“Can two walk together,
except they be agreed?”
Amos 3:3.
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By Harvey E. Seibel

B et Your Cheation/
Evoluition Savwy

1 - What is a sedimentary deposit?

2 - How long do you suppose it takes
to lay down multiple layers of
strata?

3 - How would you account for fossil-
ized ripple marks?

4 - What can the flood be likened to?
5 - How long ago did the flood occur?

6 - How would you account for the
tremendous fossil graveyards
around the world?

7 - Where did the great gas, oil, and

coal deposits come from? what
are these fuels called and why?

8 - Were there gas, oil and coal depos-

its before the flood?

9 - What likely made our modern in-

dustrial society possible?

10 - How would you explain the pres-

ence of millions of frozen mam-
moths and other animals in the
far north?

11 - How would you explain the pres-

ence of undigested food in the
stomachs, and unswallowed
plants and flowers in the mouths
of these beasts?

12 - How would you explain the pres-

ence of polystratic trees or ani-
mals in layers of strata?

13 - What happens when fish die?
14 - What effect did the eruption of

Mount St. Helens have on evolu-
tionary geology?

15 - Why does genetic mutation dis-

prove the theory of evolution?

16 - What is the true effect of natural

selection on organisms?

17 - Why is the second law of thermo-

dynamics injurious to the concept
of evolution both organically and
inorganically?

18 - What is DNA and how does it

confirm the Genesis account of the
Bible?

B Arwers

1 - Material deposited by water, wind,

or glaciers.

2 - Minutes, or the time it takes for a

maple leaf to wither

3 - Rapid burial before wind or water

can efface the ripple imprint

4 - A baptism or cleansing of sin. The

baptism of fire is yet to come.

5 - Approximately 4500 years ago

6 - A cataclysm of world wide scope -

the great flood.

7- These deposits originated from the

mass burial of plant and animal
life at some point in the past.
Again the world wide flood. These
are called fossil fuels. The reason
is because theyare from plant and
animal sources.

& - No, since these are derived from

vast amounts of plant and animals
sources. Such sources under nor-
mal processes die, are scavenged
or decay back to the dust. They
do not create coal, gas and oil de-
posits, nor do they become fossils
(or petrify) on a large scale. They
have to be massively buried such
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as would have occurred during
the flood.

The flood

- Instant freezing and burial dur-

ing the time of the flood

- The cataclysm and resultant bur-

ial and freezing was so sudden
that these beasts had no time to
either swallow the food, nor to
digest what they had eaten and so
they were preserved intact down
to our day.

- The rapid deposition of thou-
sands of layers of sediment in a
matter of hours.

- They float to the surface, are
scavenged, or then sink to the bot-
tom to decay. They do not fossil-
ize. Rapid burial is necessary for
such preservation.

14 - 1t put a period to the century long

debate between proponents of
uniformitarianism and propo-
nents of catastrophism. It also
caused a number of evolutionary
geologists to switch to creationism
and to revise their understanding
of how the Grand Canyon and
other geologic formations were
formed. This eruption created a
canyon one fortieth the size of the
Grand Canyon in two days and two
nights with 140 foot high walls and
a river running between them. It
also created layers of strata 600
feet high in 2 mere 9 hours, thus
demonstrating that it does not
take thousands, hundreds of
thousands, or even millions of
years to form such geologic forma-
tions. They have now downgraded
the formation of the Grand Can-
yon to a matter of days or weeks.

Zion's Advocate

15 - Genetic mutation is always a sub-
straction from the genetic mate-
rial of an organism. It is never an
increase in organization. The ar-
row is downward, not upward and
follows strictly the second law of
thermodynamics.

16 - Natural selection simply cancels
out the effects of mutations and
maintains the integrity of a spe-
cies.

17 - The second law of thermodynam-
ics is the law of entropy which is
exactly the opposite of evolution.
Entropy is the decrease of order
while evolution is the increase of
order. The former will result
eventually in the end of the uni-
verse, called the heat death in
which all motion comes to a stand-
still. Everything runs down, de-
cays and dies. The latter presup-
poses just the opposite, that
everything is evolving upward,
gaining in order and energy. But
this is not the case in our system
as is evident every day about us.
Otherwise we would not have to be
continually repairing our homes,
cars, highways, etc. The same is
true of all physical life. Today
there are 3000 defects in the hu-
man gene pool. Eventually these
defects, given enough time, will
reach a lethal peint in which all
life will fail and become extinct.
The arrow of time is always mov-
ing downward, never upward as
presumed by evolution. The
availability of energy, though re-
maining static throughout the
universe, is constantly decreas-
ing. Thus an end is inevitable.
But a beginning also is necessary.
The universe is like a clock wound

up. It eventually will run down.
But what wound the clock up in
the beginning? The power that
did so had to be an infinite one,
for if it was net, it too would have
run down. That power also dis-
plays an astronomical level of in-
telligence throughout creation.
For example, the seeds of a sun-
flower are arranged in a logarith-
mic spiral. There are thousands
of such marvels in nature.
Such an intelligent power has to
be God.

18 - DNA (de-oxy-ribo-nucleic acid)

contains the genetic code for
nearly every living organism. Itis
God’s computer/ program that as-
sures that the law contained in
genesis of ‘after its kind’ is faith-
fully followed. This negates any
possibility of one kind becoming
another kind. But even more in-
teresting is the fact that this mole-
cule weighs no more than 1/3 tril-
lionths of an ounce and contains
enough encoded information to
fill a thousand volume encyclope-
dia. That coded information did
not just happen as evolutionists
would like us to believe. This evi-
dence is proof positive that a mas-
ter intelligence was behind its
creation. No one would ever be-
lieve that today’s sophisticated
computer systems just happened
and nor should we naively think
that the DNA, the master molecule
of the universe, just happened.
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D‘;’:ir Brothers and Sisters:
en I think of the many

many blessing the Lord has be-
stowed on me and my family,
and my desire to tell others
about them, I feel as Paul did
when he wrote to the Galations.

“But God forbid that 1
should glory, save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified
untome, and I untothe world”

Gal. 6:14.

I am certain there were
many times since the blessing
the Lord gave me when I was six
years old and when I was in the
seventh grade, but the one I re-
ceived then was one of those
outstanding blessings that you
feel you just have to share with
others.

Thad had trouble seeing the
blackboard and the writings the
teachers would have us read. It
was thought that perhaps I
needed glasses at last (after the
experience with theiodine when
I was ababy) to help me with my
school work. My mother took
me to an eye doctor. This eye
doctor told my mother there
were growths on my eyes that
would only grow larger and
eventually cause me to be blind
if they were not removed surgi-
cally! This upset my mother so
much that she took me to an-
other doctor who looked in my
throat and said my eyes were
fine, but that my tonsils and
adenoids were so infected they

Testimony

were putting poison back into
my system instead of taking it
out. This was causing me prob-
lems with my eyes. What a re-
lief!

I had my tonsils and ade-
noids removed in the doctor’s
office and came home. But the
bleeding would not stop!
Mother called the doctor and he
gave me a shot and said that
would take care of it...but an
hour later I was still bleeding!
The doctor put a pack against
the bleeding to stop it. I had a
tube running through my nose
and out of my mouth holding
the pack in place in my throat.

For weeks on end I was like
this, without being able to talk,
just writing notes to people to
visit or talk to them. Every time
the doctor took the packs out,
the bleeding would start again.
I know my mother thought this
would never end; anyway, I sure
did.

I was administered to many
times...still the bleeding would
not stop. One Sunday morning
my Father took my two other
sisters and went to Sunday
School and church, leaving
Mother and me at home.
Mother had given me a little bell
to ring when I needed her and a
pencil and paper to communi-
cate with her and others.

This Sunday morning I
could tell my mother was dis-
couraged and was feeling par-
ticularly sad. And all of a sud-

den...I had the most wonderful
feeling come over me and I knew
I was going to get well! I rang
my bell and Mother came into
the room to see what I wanted.
I wrote on my little pad, “Don’t
worry Mother, I know I’'m going
to be all right!”

She took the note and went
back into the other room, wip-
ing at her eyes. She glanced at
the clock to see how long it
would be before my father came
home with my sisters, and noted
the time.

When my father came
home he told my mother that all
the children in my Sunday
School class had held a prayer
meeting, and each one had said
a prayer for me. It was at the
very time I had written my note
to Mother and she had checked
the clock! The next day when

the doctor checked my
throat...the  bleeding had
stopped!

Taking the tonsils out must
have been the correct diagnosis,
because after all this I did not
need glasses and I could read
from the blackboard just fine!

This has always been a tes-
timony to me of the power of the
prayers of children and also of
collective prayers. So I have
told this story to my children
many times, hoping they will
know how important our pra-
yers are, even little children’s.

Yours in Christian love,

Velma J. Wheaton
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| RAVENNA, MICHIGAN

Greetings from Ravenna Lo-
cal:

It has been a short summer.
We have had some nice days
which we learned to appreciate,
as we also had a lot of rain.
Some of us made a trip to John
Ball Park. We had a very nice
day. We enjoyed a picnic. Some
of the members went to see the
animals. A good time was had
by all.

We had a visit from Elder
Peter Gould and his brother
Bill. Elder Peter Gould did the
preaching that Sunday, which
we enjoyed.

Last Sunday we had a Sing-
spirational and a wiener roast.
Everyone also brought potluck.
The food was very good. There
was a nice crowd. Some of the

people from the Bradley local

came. We were so glad they
came. They have so many peo-
ple with talent that they shared
with us. We also had visitors
from Arizona: Karen and Bill
Malone and their son Darin.
There were so many who sang
specials. We had a glorious day,
with great fellowship.

The Sunday before, in Sun-
day School, we heard about the
church camp the young people
attended. They must have had
a wonderful time. I think they
all look forward to this. A group
of the girls that attended the
camp sang songs for us which
we enjoyed. It is nice when the
young people join in and partici-
pate. We also have a new mem-
ber who transferred from an-
other branch of our church. We
are glad to welcome Brother
Lowell Scott, who has been an

asset to our church. We had a
break in our well and Brother
Lowell did a lot of work on it.
We thank all those who worked
on this project. We also enjoy
Brother Lowell’'s beautiful
voice. He also brings his friend
Doloris Roseboom with him.
We welcome her also.

I will say goodbye for this
time and leave you with these
thoughts.

¢ Beforeyou cometothe Lord’s
table make sure you have a
clean heart.

& Nooneis too good or too bad
to qualify for salvation.

& Gratefulness overcomes self-
ishness.

& We're not called to work for
God but to let God work
through us.

Reporter Norma Keith

R ST R

ews from West Michigan

Hi again! A lot has hap-
pened since last month! I made
a couple of mistakes in the last
report. Susan Porter is our new
Intermediate Sunday School
teacher. Also, I forgot to say
that Kallie Jones also got her
driver’s permit.

Heidi, Tina, Alicia, Kallie
and I loved Camp! We’ll be back
next year! We also had a great
time at the Missouri Reunion!

I was baptized on August
17th. After church we had a
little picnic party in our back-
yard!

On August 23rd the Ra-
venna and Bradley locals had an
inspirational song service and
wiener roast/potluck. Bill,
Karen and Darin Malone are
here vacationing in west Michi-
gan at Bernie and Laura Rit-
sma’s house!

Aaron Ritsma has recov-
ered from his motorcycle acci-
dent which was a year ago. He
is enjoying his temporary retire-
ment.

Laverne Lussenden and
Lois Treece would like you to
pray for their heart trouble.
Also, Alicia Lee is suffering se-

vere headaches. She would also
appreciate your prayers.

Don’t forget the Porter’s
9nd Annual Pig Roast! It’s on
September 20 and all are wel-
come! See yal

God Bless You,
Emily Jane Porter

.
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COLLINS, MISSOURI

Can you believe it’s fall al-
ready? Somehow I feel like
I’ve missed summer. Sure, I no-
ticed the heat and awful humid-
ity, but I somehow thought it
would take longer to pass than
it did. Even the barn swallows
have left for their winter home.
Of course, they always leave on
or before September 1st. So
when I consider the calendar, 1
know that it really is nearly fall
and time for a change of
weather. And so we begin our
walk toward winter. I hope I
can keep up this time!

We enjoyed a visit from our
Arizona friends, Bill, Karen and
Darin Malone. They graced our
home with an overnight stay
and a wonderful time of visiting.
Sure wish we’d had more time.
Please come again.

After the Missouri Reun-
ion, Dan, Manon and dJessie
Lawrence attended services
here at Collins, bringing with
them our brothers from Yu-
catan, Placido and Vicente. It
was our dinner Sunday and our
regular scheduled speaker was
Brother Leslie Case. After his
sermon and lunch together we
enjoyed an afternoon of singing
and music. Our Brother
Vicente sang several of his beau-
tiful songs—some were assisted
by Placido. They “endeavored”
to teach us a song! It was so
much fun. We only had to go
over it fifteen times or so before
they let us give up! Also Dan

and Jessie played a couple of
songs for us using the guitar
and violin. We had such a good
time and are so grateful to the
Lawrences for sharing them-
selves and their special guests
with us.

Chad and Amber Harrison
and their three boys slipped into
church this past Sunday and
surprised Roma and Nancy
when they came in a little bit
later. It was a treat for all of us
to get to enjoy their company,
and then seeing Roma and
Nancy’s surprised look was
kind of fun too!

Our sister Gussie Martin
was able to attend services with
us Sunday morning. Often
times her health restricts her
from where her hearts longs to
be. After lunch she went to visit
awhile with Sister Norma Cook
before returning home.

My cousin and brother in
the church, Marvin Cook
(Norma Cook’s son) has re-
cently been diagnosed with can-
cer. He has a spot on his lung
and cysts on a kidney. Many of
you already have added his
name to your prayer lists, but
for those of you who have not, I
make a personal request that
you will remember his needs to
God. At this writing I have no
details except that surgery will
be necessary, but I don’t know
when. Thank you for your help.

In closing I'll leave you
with a few thoughts I've jotted
down from recent sermons and
Sunday school classes.

& If you break the law—it’ll
break you.

¢ You willnot be saved BY your
works, but you will not be
saved WITHOUT  your
works—they are a demon-
stration of your belief.

¢ Jesus faced temptations—
He just didn’t DO them.

& Work (your job)is important,
but don’t ignore or become
too busy for God.

& What makes you great in the
Kingdom of Heaven is your
trust in our Heavenly Father.

& It’s a necessity that we take
an interest in our children’s
education.

& The restoration of the body
and soul is not salvation.

¢ Without God we are nothing,
but with Him we are every-
thing.

& You can never do anything
until you try and fail.

Your reporter,
Czerna Kauffman
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion's Advocate by sending us your new address
immediately. Each undeliverable Zion’s Advocate costs the church more
than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to regular postage.

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 1998 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the Church of
Christ will commence Sunday, April 5. The business sessions will start at
9:00 AM. Monday, April 6. A Solemn Assembly will be held prior to the
conference, on April 3 & 4. All services will be held on the Temple Lot

The 1997 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church
of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 11, 12 and
13, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders to the Church of Christ, PO. Box 472,
independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Each'
Members (optional). . ... ... ... o 34.00
Non-Members. .. ... .. .. ... .. 4.00
Foreign. ... ... ... ... . .. ... ... . .. e 4.50

Babylon's Falland the Way ofEscape .. ... ... ... ... .. .. .. 1.85

Book of Commandments (hard bound). .. .. ... ... .. ... ... ... 9.00

Book of Commandments (plasticbound) . ... ... ... . ... .. .. .. 5.00

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed .. ... ... ... .. .. 4.00

Book of Mormon (1808 Authorized Edition—Leather). ... ... ... .. 2000

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—Cloth). . ... . ... .. 18.00

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—{eather). ... . .. .. 24.00

Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition—Missionary} . ... . .. 7.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound) ... ........... . ... 12.00

Book of Mormon Companion, A (softbound). ... .. ... ... ... .. .. 5.00

Book of Mormon Concordance ... .. ... ... ... ... .. 8.00

Changing ofthe Revelations. . .. .. .. ... ... ... ... ... ... . 50

Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations ... .. .. 1.60
Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor. .. ... .. .. 4.50
Outline History of the Church of Christ . . ... ... .. ... ... .. .. 9.65
Temple LotDeed . ... .. ... ... . .. 30
What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God . . .. 2.50
Zion'sHymnal ... .. 12.00

"Cost of mailing will be added.

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE”

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy
Book of Mormon, The (tract)
Brief History of the Church of Christ, A
Christian Sabbath is the Lord's Day, The
Concerning Marriage and Polygamy
Cost of Salvation, The
Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
First Presidency or First Apostles?
God’'s Purpose in America
Great Plan of Redemption, The
is Marriage for Time and Eternity?—A Fallacy
Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusalem, The
Latter Day Restoration, The
Priesthood—Divine Authority
Principles of the Gospel—Baptism
Principles of the Gospel—Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel—The Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement
Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus
Synopsis, A (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon
Why? (Amplifies absence of a “First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord
*Note: Donations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs.
(Muitipie copies available: 6-50¢ / 100-35.85 pius postage)

Uhurel of Qhrist NONPROFIT
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS U.S. POSTAGE
TEMPLE LOT PAID

200 5. RIVER BLVD INDEP,, MO
P.O. BOX 472 PERMIT NO. 259
INDEPENDENCE, MO 64051-0472

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The following materials are available on loan to members of the Church
of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Committee:

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION
Specify program{s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the make of
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in
the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona, areas.
Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for yourown
preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee, Church of Christ,
P O. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 84051-0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward Ameri-
can indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820’s and
1830.

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)—Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the return to the
“tand of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testa-
ment and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron Temple, 5621
Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 64138, Specify which set is desired and
the estimated length of time you expect fo use it.

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassetie tape write to Mike Kelley, 3006 East Wescott
Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85024, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Road, Kansas
City, Missouri 64136

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for 88 materials to Debbie Vogel, 403 Colonel Drive,
independence, Missouri 64050, All materials are free of charge to members
of the Church of Christ, except as noted. Donations will be accepted to cover
postage.

Bible Stories to Grow By—52 lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7

Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormon

Church History for Juniors—includes a Teacher’s Guide

Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10

Who Am 17—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 to indi-
viduals.
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