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ALL THINGS COMMON 

by Apostle Marvin E. Ely 

reason we 
and were not right-

eous was because we did 

but was the natural result of 
Under all 

a 
of righteousness, and with 

fewer problems of than 
Christ. They continued ..,..,c;a.u

the fastly in this doctrine as well as 

were 
same 

there were added unto 
about three thousand 
And they continued 

in the apostles' 
and fellowship, and in 

bread, 
prayers. And fear came 
upon every soul: and many 
signs and wonders were 
done by the apostles. 

believed were 
gether, and had all things 
common; And sold their 
possessions and goods, and 
parted them to all men, as 

man had 
2:41-45. 

In the above quotation we 
that those gladly re-

word were baptized 
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fellowship. 
brought about 
all things common ~ii .• ~i,,,-. 

"And the multitude 
them that believed were 

grace was upon them 
Neither was 
among them that lacked: 
for as many as were posses
sors of lands or houses 
them, and brought 

things 
were sold, And laid 
down at the apostles' 
and distribution was made 



,uu~u,-, them. All things com
be legislated or 

~" ... ;,,.,,., upon a people for it 
something that comes 

and to be able 
kindly with one another. 
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one as they were brought 
unto " 3 

was a 
sufficient faith 
Also went 

... All things common 
was not what 
brought about 
greater 
righteousness but 
was the natural result 
of righteous living. 
Under all things 
common there 
would be greater 
righteousness 
because those who 
are a part of it would 
have already 
achieved 
state of 
righteousness and 

this be 
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time forth to baptize 
teach as as 
unto them: as as 
were baptized in the name 
of Jesus were filled with the 
Holy Ghost. And many of 
them saw heard un-
speakable are 
not lawful to be written: and 
they taught, and did minis
ter one to another; and they 
had all things common 
among them, every man 
dealing justly, one with an
other" 3 Nephi · 10-11. 

Before people had all 
things common them 
they had already 
they had sufficient faith to be 

some 
things 

included 
speak

things unto 



"And it came to pass that 
there was no 
the land, because of the 
of God which did dwell in 
the 
And there were no envyings, 
nor nor nor 
whoredoms, nor lyings, nor 
murders, nor any manner 
of 
surely there be a 
happier people among all 
the people who had been 
created by the hand of God: 
There were no robbers, nor 
murderers, neither were 
there Lamanites, nor any 
mann_er of ites; but they 
wer~ in one, the children of 
Christ, and heirs to the 
kingdom of God" 4 Nephi 
1·17-20. 

. The love of God, no conten
tion and the fact that there was 
no them was the 
reason all things common was 

function u.a.nUJl>c' 

were one the 
of Christ. This was similar 

to the people referenced the 
where those that 

were one heart 
one Then they had all 

1.;uui;;:.n common. 
fourth book of Nephi had all 

Zion's Advocate 

now two 
hundred and first year, 
there began to be among 
them those who were lifted 

AU things common 
should not be 
legislated or forced 
upon a people for it 
must be something 
that comes from the 
heart .... 

in pride, such as wear
ing costly apparel, and all 
manner of fine pearls, and 
of the fine things of the 
world. And from that time 
forth they did have their 
goods and their substance 
no more common among 
them, and they began to be 
divided into classes ... " 4 
Nephi 1:27-28. 

When the people were lifted 
up in pride the condition of all 
things common among them 
ceased and they began to be di
vided into classes. This was far 

than when they were 
dealing justly one 
and having no 
disputations among them. 
as surely as when these things 
existed there was all things 

entering of pride 

cease. 
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stance own 
They were a people 
willing bear one 
burdens, they be 

. they were willing to mourn 
with those that mourn and com
fort those that stand in need 
comfort, and to stand as a wit
ness of God at all times 
things and places. ' 

Alma commanded 
people: " .. . that 
should be no contention one 
with another, but that they 
should look forward 
one eye, having one faith 
an~ one baptism; having 
their hearts knit together 
unity and in love, one to
wards another" Mosiah 
9:54. 

"And again, Alma com
manded that the people of 
the church should impart 
their substance, everyone 
according to that which he 
had; If he have more abun
dantly, he should impart 
more abundantly; and he 
that had but little, but little 
should be required; and to 
him that had not should be 
given. And thus they 
impart of their substance 
their own free will and g~od 
desires towards God, and 
those priests that stood 
need, yea, and 
needy, naked 
they 



spiritually, according 
to their needs and their 

" Mosiah 9:60-64. 
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abundance 
whatsoever 
need ... And 
prosperous 
they did not send any 

... This was a people 
who walked closely 
to God and who 
were steadfast in the 
faith, and 
immovable in 
keeping the 
commandments of 
God. . .. In order for 
there to be au things 
common there must 
first be similar 
conditions. 

were were 
athirst, or were sick, or 
that had not 

·And 
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who were steadfast 
and immovable 
commandments God. 
people who later had 
common among them were a 
similar people justly 
one 
were no contentions or disputa

among them. Those re
corded Acts were of one heart 

In for there to 

. -. 
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~tepping to Zion 
By Elder Andrew Brantner 

After delivering a sermon 
this message a dear 

suggested I type it up our 
Zion's Advocate. I shall attempt 
to accomplish this and ask 

our 

getting out 
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sire to be redeemed and live 
eternally in a blessed state with 
God. Out desire for 
things spiritual comes the 
step. (Alma 16:151-172; Mos. 
9:39-41). 

HEP 2-TEMPORAL • DfilRE 

Because of our spiritual 
we now desire Vv.LU.U•cr 

rally redeemed and to 
God in our physical a,v,cs.-c,~ 

It is hoped that we take these 
two essential steps 

own free will, not having 

heartache. On these two 
we begin our 
the foundation laid for 
may build our lives upon. 
4:52; Alma 2:2-3, 16: 124-
BC 59:56, 29:7-9). 



sometimes, we 
our hearts are 

Having 
wards a oneness we 

overwhelming desire 
to 

on 
w::u>, .. ui~ this step. (BC 29:2, 

2:44; Psalms 133:1; 
23:37; 3N 2:42-44; 

sm 5-SPIRITUAL • TRUE CONVERSION 

This one of complete 
full submission to the will 
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is to become a 
rence. We will 

HEP 7-SPIRITUAL • HUMILITY, 
MttKNfiS, TRUST, ETC 

An more 
will bubble up within us and 

overflow. The Spirit God 
us good 

We 

HEP 8-TEMPORAL • PURCHME LANDS 

Because our 
prosperous 

result 

HEP q-~PIRITUAL • PRAYER AHO f AHIN6 
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God. As a result of our taking 
this step we the 
Spirit being 1.uo,uu.,;;;01., 

degree than ever before. 
12: 1-7; BC 60: 18-23). 

HEP 1(}-TfMPORAL • ALL THINM 
COMMON, HOREHOUSE, TEMPLE 

Because we now have main
tained a balance with our 

spiritual and temporal steps we 
are able to understand, imple
ment and fulfill command
ments of God to have all things 
common among to have a 
storehouse and build His 
Temple. benefits and 
the work Kingdom 
greatly advanced. (Acts 2:44-

Alma 1 11:109, 
8:70; 4N 1 , BC 
44:26-30, 59:48,49, 70). 

HEP 11-SPIRITUAL • UHEH AND 
HEARKEN 

More 
must now look 

our guidance. Many before us 
have fallen away at 



HEP 14-TEMPORAL • PRACTICE 

HEP 15-WIRITUAL • CONTINUE 
HEADF AH AND ENDURE 

~TEP 16-TEMPORAL • HELPIN6 OTHER~ 
TO COME 

God's angels 
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HEP 17-~PIRITUAL • PREACH TO THE 
WORLD 
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Will God's Miracles 
Ever Cease? 

Part Ill 
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parl 
was finalized, 
as God performed 
miracle in this pregnancy with 

and 

In 

Patricia Gould 
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PATHLIGHTS 

A Law For Our Hearts 
The new 

for our 
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PATHLIGHTS 

<Joly cpe,sonal c.Religion 

9ncluding %rgiveness 

Over 
someone 

you 

it shall be 

ye shall 

fop Jesus 

a pure 

study well, 

qour dear path 

the not 

the day 
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come, 

I prayed, I felt someone 
firmly tap me on 
I looked 
very dear 
behind me ... it 
Donna, beside me. 

me! 

He will guide, 

Acquire knowledge to learn 

develop patience as fime 

accept Jesus in qour heart 

Femembef', f Of' I.JOU ... He wos 

willing to die. 

-Dianne Welsh 
Submitted 
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7°'~~ad-S~ 
°t tk e~ °t ehua 

both grown 
and have 
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IN THE NEWS 

The following prayer was 
given before the 

State Legislature on 
1996, and was 

Farmington 
Farmington, Minnesota, 
February 29, 1997: 

"Heavenly Father, we 
come before you today 
to ask your forgiveness 

seek 
tion and guidance. We 
know your Word 
woe to those who 

good but that's ex
actly what we 
done. We have lost our 
spiritual equilibrium 
and inverted our val
ues. We confess that 
we have ridiculed the 
absolute truth of 
Word in the name of 
moral pluralism. We 

worshipped 
and called 

ticulturalism. We have 
endorsed pervers10n 

called 

Zion's Advocate 

called it a lottery. We 
have neglected the 
needy and called it self
preservation. We 
rewarded laziness and 
called it welfare. In the 
name of choice we have 
killed our unborn. In 

narr1e right to life 
we 
tionists. 
glected 
children 

killed 
We have ne
discipline our 
and called it 

have power 
called it political savvy. 
We have coveted our 
neighbors' possessions 

called taxes. 
We have polluted the 
air with profanity 
pornography and called 

freedom of expres-

ues of our forefathers 
and called it enlighten

Search 
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our 
us 

and show us 
wicked way 1n us. 
Cleanse us 
sin and set 
Guide and 
men and women who 
have been sent here by 
the people of Kansas 
and who have been or
dained by You 
this great state. Grant 
them Your wisdom 
rule and may their de
cisions direct us 
center of Your 
ask in the name 
Son, the living Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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COMMENT 

Tlte f eatltered 

/"alled Quetzalcoatl 
UMexico by the 
Kukulcan in Central 

by the 
racocha 

today we see 
represented as a Feathered 
Serpent. It's hard for most 
of us to see the resem
blance to Jesus even 
though the evidence is 
overwhelming. As Don 
Mclndoo has pointed out 
in his book A Book of Mor
mon Companion Quetzal
coatl was once known by 
the Indians of these cul
tures, as well as many 
North American Indians, 
as a bearded white man, 
born of a virgin from across 
the ocean, healing 
and the dead, a law giver, 
religious teacher, Creator, a 
divine Son who died and 

turn. Who else 
So why represent Him as a 
Feathered Serpent? Botur-

an eighteenth 
writer says that the 
ers indicated 
by the bird the swiftness 

which had 
from a distant country to 
theirs." Author Jose Diaz 
Bolio in his most recent 
publication The Faith of the 
Mayans, says that 
found the answer to the 
other piece puzzle 
why the Feathered 'Ser
pent'? The serpent's im
portance shown that 

the very fiber of 
Mayan Life, i.e. re-
ligious symbol worn 
around the neck, basis 
of calendar, etc. 

ans viewed the 
as the 
When the 

again, 

would 

serpent, with a NEW 
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What 
represent Christ? And 
who are we to argue with 
this thinking when Jesus 
represented himself 3000 
years ago the same way 
when Moses held up the 
serpent on the pole for the 
house of Israel to look 

to be healed? 

Dennis Trudgen 

. -. 
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NEWS 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of 
We, your brothers and sisters 

Alabama, 
to in area 

we are meet-
in our church building in at 

10:00 a.m. for Sunday School and for preaching at 11:00 a.m., 
is available. Currently 

once or a 
Gantt is located in southern 

Alabama, on highway 29. 
:1rd Ave. We look forward to fellowshipping with 

Jesus Christ. We would 
of gospel in our area 

our 
to come 

For additional 
Brother Archie DuBose at (334) 222-8605 or 

Don Worely 

Yours in Gospel Bonds, 
Your brothers and 

..... ANDALUSIA/GANTT MISSION 

H ello Bemidji, Minnesota local, 
The Lord has blessed our small local in recent with 

growth afforded by young families moving 
To our attendance, Ario and Lillian 

Spargo, Vivian Freeberg and Mike Gould has 
Doug and Leah Ferrier family, Peter and Elaine Gould, the Nick 
and Pat Gould family, and Bill Gould. We have grown to fill our 
church trailer. 

Doug Ferrier is our local pastor 
and Gould as Sunday 

Summer vacation brings family visitors 
as taking some of us away for a time. 

Peter Gould's work takes him away 
is leads and directs our 

service. 
has 

low esteem 
rejected the word, how 
angel encouraged and comforted was met 

as 

in a 

who was prepared to meet him by an angel of God. stated 
his belief and his mission and stayed Arnulek for some 
before God told him to " Then, Holy 
and Arnulek began to preach to 

We 
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NEWS 

The for the month of 
Brethren Peter Buzz 

Charles Brantner, Steven 
and Frank Fann. In to these sermons 
one thought became paramount: do our lives 
reflect these things we profess to believe? Let 
each measure themselves. 2 12: what a 
chapter to use as a mirror of ourselves. Do we 
want to be among those who will be blessed 
according to the prophesies of this chapter, or 
among those who will fall? Do we want that 
marvelous work to be done among us? We are 
among those called 

We need to be converted a life of 
If so, He will establish His 

church among us. Has He? 
This land was to the seed of 
1./nt,~,"rn and Mannasseh; this church then is 
to assist the remnant of these all 
of the house of Israel that will come to build 
the New Jerusalem. Isaiah 2:3: And the law 
shall go forth from Zion. Zion will be the seat 
of the of the kingdom on earth. 

2 14: the words of Christ tell 
us that which we must do. Matthew 6:19: we 
are to lay up treasure in heaven, we are to seek 
the kingdom of Heaven and His righteousness. 
Do our our glorify 
God? 2 Nephi we need to feel the 
awfulness of the will and desire 
of God. Have we set our full purpose of heart 

His will instead of our own? In all this we 
are with our own soul's salvation. We 
are to love God with all, and our neighbor as 

and our enemy (3 Nephi 5:89-90). 
The Lord know if we are earnestly to 

Him and to obey His 
He knows us better than we know ourselves. 

15: He is the vine, the Father is the 
we are the 

in the vine we must bear 
cast off. Without Him we can do 
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11 2 

are 
unalterable. Whosoever will can walk therein. 
The nature of man is carnal and contrary to 
the nature and of God. We must 
choose. Restoration means to back that 
which has been heretofore. Do we to 
our fellowmen that to 
obedience to the Lord's commandments? 

2: JO: God has foreordained that we 

do. If we seed in our hearts 
and it does not grow, does not mean that 

the seed was not that we did not 
nurture it. 

Matthew : we have been 
talents to our abilities. We must 
make use of those talents the Lord's king
dom and purposes. As with 
we exercise those talents given, there is no 
increase and we cannot harvest the promised 

Jesus was led into the wilderness to 
commune with God. We all need to take time 
for such communion. We soon (3 

1:38-) which enables the to 
deceive us, causing us to doubt even that which 
has been witnessed to us of the Holy 

God is not the author of 

5: 
love of riches It deceives us. 
tions 5: lists the works the 
human nature. Read them. Can 
among us? Which one cannot be found? 
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We must prepare ourselves 
None other can do that for us. 

Consider our conduct here in the house 
of the Lord during His services. Take care not 
to disrupt in any way. Be and be 
at the time. How \\>ill we feel if He 
should make a visitation and we miss it? 

"'I'''""'"'"" 4: I He set offices in the 
of 

true doctrine of the 
of the st (2 
4:22-32 tells us that we must become that new 
man, and list the many that we must 
away from us that we 
We need to measure ourselves 

of our and,..,,..,,,.,,,.~,, 

of the Christ 

The East Local annual business 
I held 28, 1997 

The main officers are Pastor: 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1997 New York Reunion 
-July 11-13-

Hogansburg, New Yor.k 

Your brothers and sisters of the 
Akwesasne, New York, local of 

the Church of Christ welcome all of 
our brothers and sisters in Canada 
and the United States to come fel
lowship and worship with them 
starting on Friday evening at 7:00 
pm,July 11, thru afternoon, 
July 13, 1997. 

In order that 
n,r,:,n,:,r''li-H-.n may be 

appreciate it if 
write the following: 

In Canada: 

proper 
we would 

would can or 

Canada K6HSR6 
Phone(613)953-5469 

In the Vnfted States: 
Paul and Debbie Grant 
Box 2A. B. 
Fort Covington, NY 12937 
Phone (518) 358-9409 

Dale and Terri Waldroff 
187 State Hwy. 37C 
Massena, NY 13622 
Phone(315)764-9571 

Eli and Gretchen Tarbell 
Box 21, Rt. 37 
Hogansburg, NY 13655 
Phone (518) 358-2911 Wayne and Susan Miller 

868 Tollgate Rd. 
Cornwall, Ontario 

We are looking forward to 
worshipping with you. 

Missouri Reunion 
-August 8-10-

T::uld like to invite all to attend 
i 997 Missouri Ke1m1cm 

held August 8th, 9th and 
1997. All meetings 

at the Church of Christ headquarters 
building located on the Temple Lot 
in Independence, Missouri. 

For fnf'ormatlon please contact: 

Roland Sarratt 
15910 E. 36th Terr. 
Independence, MO 
(816) 373-6605 

JUNE 1997 

-109-

Smith "Buzz" Brickhouse 
5713 Logan Rd. 
Kansas City, MO 64136 
(816) 356-9214 
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
delivery of your Zion's Advocate by sending us your new address 

Each undeliverable Zion's Advocate costs the church more 
than the value of a first class stamp, in addition to regular postage. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES 
The 1998 Ministers' Conference (general membership) for the Church of 

Christ will commence Sunday, April 5. The business sessions will start al 
9 00 A.M. Monday, April 6. A Solemn Assembly will be held prior to the 
conference, on April 3 & 4. All services will be held on the Temple Lot 

The 1997 Ministers' Conference (priesthood membership) oflhe Church 
of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 11, 12 and 
13, at Independence, Missouri. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS 
Send all orders to the Church of Christ, PO. Box 472, 

Independence, Missouri 64051-0472 
Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Pnce Each 

Members (optional) .. 
Non-Members. 
Foreign. 

Babylon's Fall and the Way of Escape 
Book of Commandments (hard bound) . 
Book of Commandments (plastic bound) .. 
Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed 
Book of Mormon ( 1908 Authorized Edition-Leather). 
Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition-Cloth) 
Book of Mormon Independence Edition-Leather) 
Book of Mormon 990 Independence Edition-Missionary) . 
Book of Mormon A (hardbound) 
Book of Mormon Companion, A (softbound) .. 
Book of Mormon Concordance .. 
Changing of the Revelations . 
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations 
Historical Facts Concerning the Temple Lot . 
Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, by Daniel MacGregor. 
Outline History of the Church of Christ . 
Temple Lot Deed. 
What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God 
Zion's Hymnal 

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH 
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE* 

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830 
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ 
Articles of Faith & Practice (Spanish) 

for the Dead?-A Fallacy 
of Mormon, The (tract) 

Brief History of the Church of Christ, A 
Christian Sabbath is the Lord's Day, The 
Concerning Marriage and Polygamy 
Cost of Salvation, The 
Does it Make a Difference to Which Church Belong? 
First Presidency or First Apostles? 
God's Purpose in America 
Great Plan of Redemption, The 
Last Maya King and the liberation of Jerusalem, The 
Latter Day Restoration, The 
Marriage for Time and Eternity?-A Fallacy 
Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish) 
Priesthood-Divine Authority 
Principles of the Gospel, The-Baptism 
Pri11r.ir,li:>,s of the Gospel, The-Faith & R"'""''''"'',-,, 
.,nr,r,rll<>c: of the Gospel, 
Resurrection and Eternal 
Sermonettes on the 1 .. ,,,r.h.,nnc:: 

A 
about Book of Mormon 

What the Church teaches about Matrimony 
Why? (Amplifies absence of a "First 
Zion and the Temple of the Lord 

*Note: Donations will be accepted to cover & printing costs 
(Multiple copies available 6-50¢ I , ""··"'""' plus postage) 

$4.00 
4.00 
4.50 
1.85 
9.00 
5.00 
4.00 

20.00 
18.00 
24.00 

7.00 
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5.00 
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AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS 
ro11,)w111a materials are available on loan to members of the Church 

Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Committee 

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION 
Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dales of use, and the make of 

projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in 
Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona, areas. 
Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and 

of the programs. Write to the AWAA Committee, Church 
Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051-0472. 

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)-Directed specifically toward Ameri
can Indian viewers, complied from three other programs. 

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)-Story of the bringing forth of the Book 
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's and 
1830. 

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes)-Tells the story found within the Book of 
Mormon. 

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)-Reveals the significance of the return to the 
"land of Zion" in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially 
as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot 

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE 
Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testa-

ment and a set for the entire Book of Write to Ron 5621 
Road, Kansas which set is and 

estimated length of 

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES 
For a sermon on cassette tape write to Mike 

Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85024, or Ron Temple, 5621 
City, Missouri 64136 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS 
Send orders for SS materials to Debbie Vogel, 403 Colonel Drive, 

1n11,:,n,,n111>nr..,, Missouri 64050 All materials are free of charge to members 
of Christ, except as noted. Donations will be accepted to cover 

to Grow By-52 lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7 
Book in the Stone Box, The-About the Book of Mormon 
Church History for Juniors-Includes a Teacher's Guide 
Jesus' Life and Teachings--4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10 
Who Am !?-Bible game on cards; free lo Sunday Schoolsi$1.30 to indi-

viduals. 
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