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ARTICLE

From Babylon to the New Jerusalem with

its Holy Temple in this Generation

By Apostle
William A. Sheldon

ithin the Church of Christ

we may be prone to think
only of the goal of eternal life
(salvation), and thus to dwell in
the heavenly realm in the very
presence of God and of Jesus
Christ, with all the saints who
have gone before, and others of
the heavenly host; a noble and
worthy goal if we have not lost
sight of the fact that its attain-
ment is vitally connected with a
genuine compassion for our fel-
low man both temporally and
spiritually.

Yet 1 feel that in many re-
spects our belief for personal
fulfillment has become limited

to that of the “hereafter.” If so,
do we ignorantly overlook, or
even arbitrarily pass over the
simple but powerful teachings
of the Master relating to his do-
minion upon earth before that
of the heavenly? Of the events
in the physical which must tran-
spire ere He is to become “King
of kings and Lord of lords”? Do
we suppose that our dwelling
with God may only follow a life
of suffering obedience in the
here and now? No, you say. We
are promised that his Spirit will
be with us to comfort and re-
vive; to heal our broken hearts
and bodies, and to give us peace
and joy through our faith in
Christ in the face of continued
suffering. Just so, for He has
said:

Blessed are the poor in
spirit: for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven. Blessed are
they that mourn: for they
shall be comforted. Matt.
5:34.

But now notice:
Blessed are the meek: for
they shall inherit the earth.

v. 5.

Note especially that the
meek shall inherit the earth;

but all the above, together with
that which follows, are appro-
priate to that blessed state in a
very real sense upon the earth,
even as beyond this life. Please
be advised: the earthly inheri-
tance shall be in accord with a
fixed time decreed of God in the

last days!

...Unto us a Son is given:
and the government shall
be upon his shoulder: and
his name shall be called. ..
The Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of his government
and peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his king-
dom, to order it, and to es-
tablish it with judgment
and with justice from
henceforth even forever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts
will perform this. Isa. 9:6-
7.

How great are the words of
our Lord! and how great the
words of Isaiah and all the holy
prophets! Yes, great also are the
divine prophecies through our
latter day prophet, Joseph
Smith! Or have we assumed, as
many others, that the only good
done by Joseph Smith was to
translate the Book of Mormon
by the power of God? (An after-

FEBRUARY 19897
-19-



Zion's Advocate

thought: O, yes; also to assist in
the organization of the Church
of Christ by command of God;
and yes: to receive the holy
priesthood of God—agreed?)
Notwithstanding human frailty
including human exaltation,
even by many others in the
Church, he was a prophet who
delivered much of the word of
God to the Church.

For the sake of brevity, we
have only touched a few prelimi-
nary scriptures as background
since we intend to dwell on some
more directly connected with
the thoughts suggested by our
title. Please read, however, all
the above quote; all of Isa. 4;
11:1-9; 14:32; 25:9; 30:18-21;

32:16-18; 33:14-17;, 35:3-10;
41:10; 48:20-21; 54:10-17;
57:15; 60:19-22; 62:1-4 and

65:17-25. These are only a few
of the prophecies given of God
for good to come upon his saints
in the last days; things to occur
upon this earth revealing the
second coming of Christ in his
righteous reign.

But can we suppose that
real peace, goodness and joy
may be had by the nations un-
less there shall have been a
great humbling process through
divine judgment, and the na-
tions be caused to know that the
God of Israel IS God, Lord of
all?? Nay, it cannot be! Well—
perchance this is somewhere in
the distant future (we may
blithely ruminate in the re-
cesses of our minds)! Could it
be in our time—right now—
that the spiritual degeneration

of the nations has become so0

great that the wrath of God is to
be poured out without mixture
upon this generation in order to
prepare the earth for that time
of peace called the millennial
reign of Christ?

We take comfort in quoting
to others from Rev. 14:6-7 hav-
ing been fulfilled by angelic visi-
tation to Joseph Smith at the
inception of this great latter day
work of God for the gathering of
his saints and the whole house
of Israel, and that the organiza-
tion of the Church of Christ in
1830 A.D. was a preliminary in-
cident for that purpose. Areyou
not aware that this is all in
preparation for the glorious
reign of Christ upon the earth?

There may be only a few
who agree with me that the an-
gel referenced was John the
Baptist who, according to our
history, and in fulfillment of Isa.
40:1-3 regarding his coming,
laid his hands on Joseph Smith
and Oliver Cowdery, ordaining
them to the priesthood, opening
the way for promulgation of the
gospel of peace; and this to be
prior to the time when—

Every valley shall be ex-
alted, and every mountain
and hill shall be made low:
and the crooked shall be
made straight, and the
rough places plain: And the
glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together: for the
mouth of the Lord hath spo-
ken it. Isa. 40:4-5.

But, returning to Rev. 14,

we find another angel which
should come, saying—

...Babylon is fallen, 1is
fallen, that great city, be-
cause she made all nations
drink of the wine of the
wrath of her fornication.

And then the saints of God
are warned:

...Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not par-
takers of her sins, and that
ye recetve not of her plagues.
Rev. 18:4.

You are urged to read all of

Rev. 18, and then to obtain our
booklet, Babylon’s Fall and the
Way of Escape. If contact is
made with me, either by phon-
ing the Church office or by mail,
I will be glad to send this book-
let, for I am impressed with a
spirit of urgency in this matter.
As for Babylon’s impact upon
the Church: our special con-
cern, aside from any connection
with the “great and abominable
church” delineated so well in
the Book of Mormon (do we
need to elaborate more specifi-
cally here?) is in the economic
area, with its many enticements
as a great part of a “pit of de-
struction” in the last days (see
1 Ne. 3:206-207 and 7:26-29).
The Gentile nations as now
existent, with their systems of
greed and human exaltation,
are to be brought to naught, to
be destroyed. This is succinctly
prophesied in Dan. 2:44. The
kingdom of God will break them
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down so as to be “like the chaff
of the summer threshing
floors...and no place was found
for them” (v. 35).

Well, perhaps for survival,
our hearts being finally filled
with the pure love of Christ, we
will then see the development of
Zion as a spiritual condition
with 1ts natural characteristic:
all things common; but this is
another subject.

Now: what about the New
Jerusalem, and its focal point,
the holy temple or house of the
Lord? Here we would reference
the tract Zion and The Temple
Of The Lord for your research.
Is Zion, as a physical location,
the New Jerusalem spoken of in
Eth. 6:3-8 and 3 Ne. 10:1-37
Most certainly. We will quote in
this regard from 3 Ne. 9:86:

And verily, I say unto
you, I give unto you a sign,
that ye may know the time
when these things shall be
about to take place, that I
shall gather in from their
long dispersion, my people,
O house of Israel, and shall
establish  again  among
them my Zion.

Zion is pre-eminently a
condition of righteousness, but
also a place where those of that
spirit shall be dwelling together
in unity, for God “shall establish
again among them my Zion.”
We are informed in 3 Ne. 10:2
that “as many of the house of
Israel as shall come, (will) build
a city which shall be called the
New Jerusalem,” and that
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Christ will be in their midst.

But the big problem with
some is in connecting the build-
ing of a holy temple with that
Zion, or New Jerusalem. What
about it friends? Have we be-

The Gentile nations
as now existent, with
their systermns of
greed and human
exaliation, are 1o be
brought to naught. ..

come stung with false revela-
tion in the past, and as a result
conclude we or the Lord do not
need a temple, a building espe-
cially devoted to His worship,
even by His very presence? Well
certainly God doesn’t need it,
for the fullness of the earth and
all creation is His.

, Will you concede that the
Lord heard and responded fa-
vorably to Solomon’s beautiful
prayer as he stood before the
temple he had built, as recorded
in 1 Kings 8:22-53, and conse-
crated it with a sacrifice of peace
offerings and a commitment for
his people to walk in the stat-
utes and commandments of
God?

And the Lord said unto
him, I have heard thy
prayer and thy supplica-
tion, that thou hast made
before me.: I have hallowed
this house, which thou hast
built, to put my name there
forever; and mine eyes and
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mine heart shall be there
perpetually.

Do I hear: Oh, that was
then, and they were living un-
der the Mosaic law! We do not
need a temple now, for we need
only to consecrate our lives, our
bodies as temples for God!
Please be careful—thought-
ful—prayerful—full of humility
and faith. Doubt not but be be-
lieving. See Mormon 3:93.

Consider this: Would you
have a part in building the New
Jerusalem? You believe in that,
don’t you? Well, if not, you will
certainly not be there, whether
in this mortal frame or in the
immortal state. Many shall be
there, both of Israel and of con-
verted gentiles, those of the
saints of God having passed
from the earth and those living
contemporaneously. They shall
come to a city having been built
by human hands, and to be glo-
rified by the Divine Presence:
Jesus Christ and the power of
the Holy Ghost. And that New
Jerusalem shall be “a holy city
unto the Lord like unto the Je-
rusalem of old (Eth6:8). It
shall include a holy temple in
honor to God!

For thus saith the Lord of
hosts; Yet once, it 1s a little
while, and I will shake the
heavens, and the earth, and
the sea, and the dry land;
And I will shake all na-
tions, and the desire of all
nations shall come (the very
presence of Christ/iw.a.s.):
and 1 WILL FILL THIS
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HOUSE WITH GLORY,
saith the Lord of hosts. The
silver is mine, and the gold
is mine, saith the Lord of
hosts (yes, He will provide
the means for building his
house through a dedicated
people who will consecrate
their all to Him/w.a.s.).
The glory of this latter
house shall be greater than
of the former (that house
built by Solomon/w.a.s.),
saith the Lord of hosts: and
in this place will 1 give
peace, saith the Lord of
hosts (during the millen-
nial reign of Christ/w.a.s.).
Hag. 2:6-9.

Methinks I hear voices say-
ing: This refers to a temple to be
built in Jerusalem. Well be
that as it may; I have no quarrel
with a temple being built there
too, for it surely shall be. But
will we still object to a temple on
the American continent? If so,
why? Do we not understand
that the law of God is to proceed
“out of Zion,” while the word of
the Lord is to proceed also from
Jerusalem (Isa. 2:3)? That—

The Lord shall roar out
of Zion, and utter his voice
from Jerusalem (Joel 3:16).

Okay. The Lord is going to
speak out of the New Jerusalem
(in Zion) in thunderous tones;
but a temple??

And the Lord will create
upon every dwelling place
of Mount Zion, and upon

her assemblies, a cloud and
smoke by day, and the shin-
ing of a flaming fire by
night: for upon all the glory
of Zion shall be a defense.
And there shall be a taber-
nacle for a shadow in the
daytime from the heat, and
for a place of refuge, and a
covert from storm and from
rain. 2 Ne. 8:69-70.

This tabernacle is nothing
but the Lord’s holy temple; de-
fined as “a place of worship for
a large audience; a Jewish tem-
ple.”

Do we have a problem with
Zion (New Jerusalem) being in
North America, in the US A?
Well, are we convinced that the
stone cut out of a mountain
without hands, as referenced in
Dan. 2:34, was truly the king-
dom of God (v.44), which king-
dom was revealed by the organi-
zation of this Church of Christ
on April 6, 1830, and which oc-
curred in these United States of
America? If so, then where bet-
ter to locate the New Jerusalem
we are considering. The matter
is solidified by Psa. 48:1-3:

Great 1s the Lord, and
greatly to be praised in the
city of our God, in the
mountain of his holiness
(the seat of his government,
for the law is to go forth out
of Zion, Isa. Z2:4jw.a.s.).
Beautiful for situation, the
Jjoy of the whole earth, is
mount Zion, on the sides of
the north, the city of the
great King. God is known
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in her palaces for a refuge.

And then we are strength-
ened further by verse 9:

We have thought of thy
loving kindness, O God, in
the midst of thy temple.

The sides of the north is
surely North America, below
the Arctic regions!

So why will any object to
God having revealed to Joseph
Smith that a temple to be conse-
crated to the worship of God
should be built in Inde-
pendence, Missouri, upon a lot
lying westward and not far dis-
tant from the old courthouse
(see D&C 57:1)? Well, there are
doubters, unbelievers who will
have no part in the building of
the New Jerusalem or its tem-
ple; for this we can only mourn.

But again we hear the
clamor: It says in RLDS D&C
83:2 that the temple would be
built “in this generation,” the
generation of the giving of the
revelation in 1832. So that set-
tles the matter! That generation
has passed away; therefore, no
temple, as declared there! But
hold on! Are we sure—really
sure—of that conclusion?! Oris
it that we really don’t want to
accept any revelations through
Joseph Smith?

So, let us consider the term
generation. We may think that
since our children are in the
next generation coming from
us, that a generation is perhaps
20 to 30 vears, or the time it
takes to procreate, or create off-
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spring. Or, we may have other
thoughts to lengthen the
time—but 164 years (plus);
from 1832 to 1996 (plus)??
That period of time being a gen-
eration??

I believe that a prophetic
generation is 100 years for the
following reason: Four genera-
tions, according to Book of Mor-
mon prophecy, is 400 years;
therefore, one generation is 100
yvears. See Hel. 5:10-14; Al. 21:9
and 3 Ne. 13:7-10.

Aha! So a generation is 100
years, and no temple has been
built in Independence on the
spot appointed by God. But
hold on, again. Jesus said that
there would be none of that
blessed generation of Nephites
to whom He ministered who
would be lost; even all of them
living in that generation would
be saved.

Consider this possibility:
Christ came here among the
Nephites in 34 A.D.; so in 100
years thereafter (or 134 A.D.)
there would be a child having
been born in 133 A.D. to godly
parents. The joy of Christ was
full because of them (those to
whom he spoke) “and also this
generation” (3 Ne. 13:7); those
with their descendants coming
forth in that 100 year span of
time.

So: 164 years (plus) is still
within that generation allotted
to the building of the Lord’s
temple! I, myself, was born in
1922, within that generation be-
ginning in 1832-—before the
year 1932—and could possibly
live to see the building of the

New Jerusalem and the Lord’s
temple.

I have not lost faith in the
building of the temple on the
Temple Lot in Independence,
Missouri. Neither do I believe
that our spiritual forbears who

I am convinced thot
the Temple Lot
propery is 1o be the
focal point for the
gathering of the
saints of God...

came to Jackson County and In-
dependence in the winter of
1866-67, who managed within
ten years to acquire the Temple
Lot property, did so in vain; that
the sacrifices they made to hold
this land from possession of the
RLDS Church, which brought a
civil suit for that purpose in the
1890’s, was also in vain. No, no!

Granville Hedrick received
a revelation in 1864 regarding
the gathering of the saints to
Jackson County, Missouri, in
1867 (see Outline History, p.
107). Why here? Because Inde-
pendence, in Jackson County,
was to be the center place of
Zion, and where the Lord’s tem-
ple should be!

Well, do we believe in that
revelation? If not, then why be
concerned with having our
Church headquarters on the
Temple Lot?? It could just as
well be elsewhere!

I am convinced that the
Temple Lot property is to be the
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focal point for the gathering of
the saints of God, even as in-
ferred in the vision given to
Elder Cole (see Outline History,
p. 131), relative to the elders of
Israel going through the dead
fallen tree (which represented
other latter day saint bodies) to
prune out the live branches.
This indicates a gathering of the
saints of God—those who are
pure in heart—that there may
be one fold: the Church of the
Lamb of God (see 1 Ne. 3:220-
228); that here on the Temple
Lot will be the beginning of the
New Jerusalem (for there was a
live stump of that tree on the
Temple Lot); that this will be for
the gathering of the remnant of
Jacob (of the Lamanites), in the
building of the New Jerusalem,
“beginning at the Temple Lot,”
as we are informed through the
prophet Joseph Smith; and that
it shall be “in this generation.”

(The following is princi-
pally copied from “Behold 1
Come Quickly,” Part Two, as
found in the Zion’s Advocate for
July 1970.)

Now learn a parable of
the fig tree: When his
branch is yet tender, and
putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer is nigh:
So likewise ye, when ye
shall see all these things,
know that it is near, even at
the doors. Verily I say unto
you, This generation (in
which these things tran-
spirefw.a.s.) shall not pass,
till all these things be ful-



filled. Matt. 24:32-35.

Among the things this gen-
eration was to see was that Je-
rusalem should no longer be
“trodden down of the Gentiles,”
and at that time the Gentile
times should be fulfilled (see
Luke 21:24).

I know it is generally be-
lieved that this occurred in June
of 1967, in the amazing six-day
war between Israel and her
Arab neighbors. At that time,
the portion of the city of Jerusa-
lem occupied by the Arabs was
taken over by the Israelis, and
they have a fixed determination
to retain it: it is not negotiable,
so far as they are concerned.

However, Jerusalem 1is
not to be considered as only a
city, but rather, it is repre-
gentative of the whole nation
of Israel, just as Washington,
D.C., London, and Paris, are
representative of the respec-
tive nations.

Our news reporters tell
us that such and such has
come from Moscow, or the
Kremlin, and it represents
the voice of Russia—just so
with Jerusalem.

The Book of Mormon
tells us that Jesus was “born
of Mary at Jerusalem.” We
understand that the city of
birth was at Bethlehem, but
our reference was not a lie, for
it continues on:

“...Which is the land
of our forefathers”
(Alma 5:18-19).

The reason for these re-
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marks is because of my belief
that the land of Jerusalem
was released from Gentile
domination many years be-
fore 1967, hence has not been
“trodden down” since that re-
lease; the Gentile times were
closed then, not in 1967, and
s0 it is later than many think!
Chapter 48 of the Book of
Commandments sheds some
light upon this matter, and so
we turn and read a portion of
a revelation to Joseph Smith
regarding the same interview
between Christ and His apos-
tles as recorded in Matthew
24. He spoke of the desolation
to come upon the city of Jeru-
salem and the ancient temple
(refer to verses 25 to 28):

“And this I have told
you concerning Jerusa-
lem, and when that day
shall come, shall a rem-
nant be scattered among
all nations, but they shall
be gathered again; but
they shall remain un-
til the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled.

“And in that day shall
be heard of wars and ru-
mors of wars, and the
whole earth shall be in
commotion...”

In this connection, let us
turn to I Nephi 3:232-237, of
which we quote a part;

“And it came to pass
that 1 beheld that the
wrath of God was poured
out upon the great and
abominable church, inso-
much that there were
wars and rumors of wars
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among all the nations
and kindreds of the
earth.. ..

"And when the day
cometh that the wrath of
God is poured out upon
the mother of harlots,
which is the great and
abominable church of all
the earth, whose founda-
tion is the devil,

“Then at that day,
the work of the Father
shall commence, in pre-
paring the way for the
fulfilling of his cove-
nants which he hath
made to his people, who
are of the house of Is-
rael.”

What was a part of “His
covenants?” That they
should be gathered back to
their lands of inheritance!

This reference from the
Book of Mormon regarding
wars and rumors of wars upon
all nations had its beginning
of fulfillment with World War
I, and it was to be at that time
that God would commence to
gather His people of Israel
back to Canaan, the land of
Jerusalem, and when it would
no longer be “trodden down of
the Gentiles.”

The sense of the ferm
“trodden down” is clearly, un-
der complete domination.
Therefore, if something hap-
pened at the time of that war
to release the land of Jerusa-
lem from Gentile domination,
and preparing the way that it
might be a homeland for the
Jews, then we may be certain
that we are living in the very



generation of which Jesus
spoke, “shall not pass, till all
these things be fulfilled,” and
this includes the second com-
ing of Christ in great power
and glory.

We make no pretensions
of knowing “the day nor the
hour” {(which 1s impossible),
but Jesus said when we saw
these signs, that His coming
was “near, even at the door,”
and that we should “look up
and lift up your (our/wa.s.)
heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh.”

History records the nota-
ble Balfour Declaration in
1917 on behalf of England,
that Palestine was to be pre-
served as a homeland for the
Jews, which was concurred in
by the U.S., France and Italy.

These four nations are
evidently the “four carpen-
ters” {(Zechariah 1:20,21)
which “cast out the horns of
the Gentiles, which lifted up
their horn over the land of
Judah to scatter it.”

This declaration and
provisional step for the gath-
ering of the Jews to the land
of Jerusalem could not have
been taken without another
most remarkable occurrence
in fulfillment of prophecy.

As birds flying, so will the
Lord of hosts defend Jerusa-
lem; defending also he will de-
liver it; and passing over he
will preserve it (Isaiah 31:5).

This was literally ful-
filled at the time that General
Allenby (of England) was pre-
paring to capture Jerusalem
from the Turks (in World War
). He didn’t want to fire
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upon it because of its religious
and historical significance, 50
he wired the Prime Minister
of London for advice. Being
told to do as he thought best,
he still hesitated, then wired
the King. He was admon-

Every sign of which
Jesus spoke has
surely come to pass,
except the coming
"abomination of
desolafion” and the
spectacular
heavenly display just
preceding the
glorious appearance
of Christ in the clouds
of heaven.

ished to make it a matter of
prayer, which he did, with all
his officers. Rising from their
knees, a herald approached
with a flag of truce; the gover-
nor of dJerusalem surren-
dered.

As Allenby entered the
city, the Turks had second
thoughts and prepared to fire
their field artillery against the
city. Suddenly, airplanes {as
birds flying) appeared, and
the Turks retreated without
firing a shell.

We feel this prophecy
and its fulfillment to be of
great significance in pointing
up the end of Gentile domina-
tion (treading down) of the
land of Jerusalem, and also
signalling the close of the
times of the Gentiles.
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Returning now to the
Book of Commandments 48,
we found (v. 25) that the Jews
were to be scattered among
the nations, and remain so
“until the times of the Gen-
tiles be fulfilled” (and we have
found that this was to be at
the time of World War I).

.. And men’s hearts shall
fail them, and they shall say
that Christ delayeth his com-
ing until the end of the earth.
And the love of men shall wax
cold, and iniquity shall
abound; and when the time of
the Gentiles is come in, a light
shall break forth among them
that sit in darkness, and it
shall be the fullness of my gos-
pel; but they receive it not, for
they perceive not the light, and
they turn their hearts from me
because of the precepts of men:
and in that generation
shall the times of the Gen-
tiles be fulfilled. And there
shall be men standing in that
generation that shall not pass,
until they shall see an over-
flowing scourge, for a desolat-
ing sickness shall cover the

land (Ibid. 26-28).

Using the reasoning we

have given in this presentation,
a prophetic generation is 100
years, and the generation spo-
ken of as “this generation” for
the building of the Lord’s tem-
ple is the same generation of
time incorporating the deliver-
ance of Jerusalem as shown
above.

When the time of the
(Gentiles was to come in, the
fullness of the gospel was to



shine forth; but in the same
generation, the Gentiles
times were to be fulfilled.

The Book of Mormon
was published to the world in
1829 and the kingdom of God
(Church of Christ) was re-
stored (organized according
to the commandment of God),
on April 6, 1830. Surely, the
light did break forth in 1829-
30, and the Gentile times
“came in.”

Gentile nations were to
have their opportunity to
hear and obey the fullness of
the gospel, “but they receive
it not, for they perceive not
the light.”

This rejection closed the
heavenly portals against the
nations (though individuals,
largely of Israel, or Ephraim,
have received the word with
gladness through the years),
and thus has closed the Gen-
tile times in the same genera-
tion. 1829-30 plus 100 years
gives us a time limit of 1929-
30 for that generation.

We have found that the
land of Jerusalem was no
longer trodden down of the
Gentiles after 1917, and from
then has been gradually re-
populated by the scattered
Jews.

Prior to this, in about
1853, the former and latter
rains had begun coming upon
that land, which had been
parched for centuries through
the divine curse because of Is-
rael’s wickedness.

This toc had Dbeen
prophesied (Isaiah 29), and
was to occur shortly after the
great latter day restoration of
the fullness of the gospel. All
of this shows the wonderful
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preparation made by God for
the recovery of His people to
Himself, and the second com-
ing of Christ.

The “desolating sick-
ness” spoken of in Book of
Commandments 48:28, which
was to come in “that genera-
tion,” occurred in 1918, with
scarcely a nation escaping.
The great influenza plague
struck millions of lives, un-
told numbers of whom per-
ished.

Now, again remember
that in the same generation
that these things were to be
seen, “all those things” would
be fulfilled. Every sign of
which Jesus spoke has surely
come to pass except the com-
ing “abomination of desola-
tion” and the spectacular
heavenly display just preced-
ing the glorious appearance of
Christ in the clouds of heaven.
All of these things, except as
noted, have come to pass since
the outbreak of World War Iin
1914, and we may expect to
witness ever more calamitous
and destructive events upon
all nations.

We are perhaps wearied
and terrified by such rehears-
als, but we must understand
that destruction and desola-
tion awaits the wicked.

Nevertheless, grace,
mercy and salvation are for
the obedient, faithful saints of
God.

One recorded item from
the Book of Jasher, just before
the flood, will serve to illus-
trate God’s mercy upon the
righteous.

And all men who walked

in the ways of the Lord, died
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in those days, before the Lord
brought the evil upon man
which he had declared, for
this was from the Lord, that
they should not see evil which
the Lord spoke of concerning
the sons of men. Jasher 4:20.

It may come as a surprise
that there were those who
were righteous other than
Noah and his family; but in
that self-same year of the
flood, the Lord took them in
death. This harmonizes with
Isaiah 87:1:

The righteous per-
isheth, and no man
layeth it to heart: and
merciful men are taken
away, none considering
that the righteous s
taken away from the evil
to come,

For those of the right-
eous who remain, a spiritual
“ark” is to be prepared
(ZION), hiding them from the
“floods” of the “overflowing
scourge.”

They will be greatly
tried, but the Lord will keep
them in perfect peace who
trust in Him.

e
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“Lhree Laws

here are three natural
(because created

and/or commanded by God)
laws I have come to know I can
count on.

In order of importance:

NﬂMéQl‘ 7 is. the law
of gravity. It has never been
known to be negated, unless
possibly by the intention of God.

Like the rest of the world T have

learned to accept it completely.

/\’umééz‘ 2 is. tithing.
There may well be (and come
into practice) a more nearly per-
fect alternative. But this I
know. When practiced faith-
fully, this procedure makes a dif-
ference. In my own experience
the income always goes farther:
by increase, by added value re-
ceived or by the actual diminish-
ing of need. I have to admit: |
didn’t just suddenly exert tre-
mendous will power and start
on this course. At least thirty
yvears ago I had a remarkable
experience (which I've told
many times). While reading in
the Book of Mormon I came to
III Nephi 11:10-15. AsIgotinto
v. 13, {(p. 669), I began to feel an
alert expectancy. “Bring ye all
the tithes into the storehouse,
that there may be meat in my
house...”; the rest seemed sud-

denly spotlighted! “...and
prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open vou the windows of
heaven, and pour vou out a
blessing, that there shall not be
room enough to receive it.”

How could I not believe?!
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/\’uméézﬁ 3 i$. a given
space can only hold one thing at
a time. An ideal scriptural ex-
ample is, “Perfect love casteth
out fear.” A box that holds one
cubic foot cannot hold one cubic
foot of water and one of sand. If
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we feel we can’t win and noth-
ing worthwhile can happen in
our lives, we are full to the brim
with worry over ourselves.
“Full to the brim” leaves no
space for anything else. But
don’t giveup; don’t ever give up!
If we are determined to serve
Him, we can ask (and receive)
help from the Lord! The Holy
Spirit can pack into that pre-
cious space a deep love for God
and a real concern for others.
As this love and concern flow
warmly into our space, measure
for measure the worry (fear!) is
displaced by the coveted “per-
fect love.”

Like the others, this last
and greatest of the three natu-
ral laws can be broken by me or
by you. But it will never be re-
pealed.

Sister Donna Moser

P
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IFITIDDIZN
PDANCGIERS

lxocouple of years ago while
amping, I was taking
my morning walk. As walk, I
usually look for dry wood. 1
saw a piece of wood; it was just
the right size and it was oak.
We really like oak for our fires.

I thought, “I'll get that
piece on the way back.” A
small voice said, “You don’t
want that.” 1 thought, that’s
silly, it’s perfect and I'm going
to pick it up.

On the way back, I
stopped to pick up that
branch. The voice said again,
“Don’t pick up that branch.”
Well, I picked it up. At least I
started to and out came hun-
dreds of bees. I thought, oh
no, now what! The voice
spoke to me again and said,
“Don’t move.” This time, I lis-
tened to the voice. All those
bees ended up on my left
thigh. I stood perfectly still
until the bees flew away

When I got back to camp, I had
only one bee sting.

I really hadn’t thought
much about this experience
except that I should have lis-
tened to that voice and how
lucky I was to have only one
sting. Now | see something
else. How often do we do
things in this world that look
harmless to our human eyes,
but we can’t discern the hid-
den dangers within. We have
that voice warning us, and we
heed it not.

I’'m going to try to listen
closer to that voice so 1 can
avoid the pitfalls, and hope-
fully perhaps you'll do the
same. [ ask an interest in
your prayers.

Your Sister in Christ,
Maybelle Woiak

Shul,
gﬂzédingd

j had a simple, great experience
with the Lord this morning that [
want to take a few minutes and share
with you.

Last night as I was cooking dinner,
I was looking for a certain vinyl spoon,
which I could not find. This morning
at breakfast, I needed it again, but still
could not find it. Aswas doing dishes,
the thought came to me that it was in
the backyard in the sand where the
kids had played the day before.

Simple true gratitude came to my
heart with a smile. Sure enough, 1
went outside and there it was. I never
prayed about this little matter, but
once again, I realize that God is aware
and participates in every aspect of my
life,

Do you think the world would be
impressed with this little miracle? |
don’t think so, and I don’t care. Today,
my cup runneth over.

Love to you all,
Kathy Cloyd

Missouri,

A Special Service

la&i&aﬁaa 46 11 %o join us in the celebration of the 130¢h anniversery of the return of the
saints o the Land of Tien and the Temple Lot

A shert slide program will be presented and a sermon by Elder Frank Fans of Independence,

DATE—February 27, 1997

TIME—T7:00 3.

PLACE-—(horch of Christ, Temple Lot
200 5. River Blvd.
Independence, Missouri
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| EAST LOCAL, MISSOURI

he preachers of the month of De-
cember were Brethren Robert Old-
ham, Samuel Gould, Frank Fann,
Roland Sarratt and Leslie Case.
There were no services at the East
Local on December 22nd, as the Inde-
pendence locals joined together in
Christmas observations on that date.
The gist of the month’s sermons

are as follows: The scriptures are for

guidance in living our lives. Lifeisfull |

of conflict. Conflict can be good or not
good depending on the attitude and
action we take. We must observe the
Lord’s counsel regarding the handling
of conflict. 2 Nephi 14:12: “._ ve must
not perform anything unto the Lord,
save in the first place ye shall pray
unto the Father in the name of Je-
sus...etc.” This, whether the con-
fronting conflict is personal or general,
The Lord has given steps to handle
conflict and we must follow them to
get His blessing in resolving the prob-
lem. We must always be willing to
forgive (Matthew 6:14-15). We must
love. First we must love the Lord with
all our heart, mind, soul and strength
(Matthew 22:37, Mark 12:30). And
our neighbor as we love ourselves
(Matthew 22:39, Mark 12:31). All
pther commandments are encom-
passed in these two. No conflict will be
resolved except it is done in love, not
to justify oneself or to accuse another.
In conflict as in all other aspects of life
we are responsible to being subject to
(God’s will in bringing about a solution.

Often the most conflict in per-
sonal lives comes in the home, in our-
selves over what we want and what
we're able to have. Labor was com-
manded even in the garden of
Fden (Genesis 2:15). And one 1s enti-
tled to eat of the fruit of his labors.
The Lord expects us to labor to sup-
port ourselves and our families, our
Church, its missionary work, the
building of the Temple and the estab-
lishing of Zion. We should ask our-
selves, “What is right?” about every-
thing that we do. If there is nothing
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right in it, it must be wrong. The ad-
versary tempts us through our desires.
“Think of your brethren, like unto
yourselves, and be familiar with all,
and free with your substance, that
they may be rich like unto you. But
before ye seek for riches, seek ye for
the Kingdom of God” Jacob 2:22-23.
The allure of material gain is powerful.
Jesus himself was tempted (Luke 4:2-
12), Paul said (1 Timothy 6:5-10) that
having food and raiment to be content,
and that the love of money {or what it
represents?) is the root of all evil.

At this Christmas season there
seemed to be a greater prevalence of
the spirit of God evident. Why can’t
we keep that all the year? Our God is
a great God (Duet. 10:17); He i1s God
over all the earth (1 Nephi 3:43); there
is none like Him, nor is there any other
beside Him (2 Samuel 7:22); we are to
serve Him with gladness, with thanks-
giving and praise, His mercy is ever-
lasting (Psalms 100); we are to love
one another as He has loved us. There
can not be a greater love than He has
for us, to lay down His life for us. What
does God expect of us? Both our devo-
tion and our obedience. God’s love is
merciful. On the cross He prayed,
“Forgive them.” This we need to do,
too. He is the kind of person that we
need to be to qualify for Eternal Life.
We need to watch every thought, every
word.

When Christ returns He will
judge all nations (Matthew 25:31-32).
If we desire to be His people we must
show forth His salvation, by our lives.
We are to worship Him in the beauty
of holiness for the Lord will judge the
world with righteousness.

God's love for us is shown in the
birth, life, death and resurrection of
Jesus. We can see the love of God
around us; on the other hand, we can
see the sufferings in the world around
us. Whatever happens we must know
that He is still in control.

When the Lord sent Samuel the
Lamanite to prophecy to the Nephites,
they didn’t like what they heard.
Sometimes it may be the same with us:
we do not want to hear what God has

to tell us about ourselves. Samuel told
them to repent. The signs of the near-
ness of His second coming are evident:
distress of nations, perplexity, seas
roaring, etc. We are to watch and pray,
obeying His commandments that we
will be able to stand in the presence of
the Lord when He appears, that His
coming be not as a thief in the night.
As the children of Light, we are to be
at peace one with another, not return-
ing evil for evil, to abstain from even
the appearance of evil, praying and
giving thanks that we may be blame-
less at the coming of our Lord (1 Thes-
salonians 5:9-23). The Lord has given
various warnings concerning this time
that we are living in, things that will
happen before the end. Some of these
have been prevalent for some time,
such as earthquakes, and famines, and
pestilences, and false prophets, and
wars and rumors of wars. But this
gospel of the Kingdom shall be
preached in all the world, and then
shall the end come. Matthew 24:14.
This has not yet been done. He that
will endure to the end, faithful, will be
saved (verse 13). The time has come
for us to seriously study the requisites
of Zion, for in Zion lies the safety of our
people both physically and spiritually.
No matter what era we live in God’s
word does not change. His word is to
go on to perfection. When was the com-
mandment to love the Lord with all the
heart first recorded? Dueteronomy
6:5. And they were to diligently keep
His commandments (verse 17). The
counsels of the Sermon on the Mount
were all taught from the beginning.
God’s plan is as it’s always been, He
reqguires a broken heart and a contrite
spirit. The only thing we can rely on
is the word of God. We must not blame
others for our failures. We can only
change ourselves. Too often we at-
tempt things without reading the in-
structions. The only way we can be
part of God’s fulfillment of His pur-
poses is to read and then follow His
nstructions.

Reporter,
Amy Schrader
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COLLINS, MISSOURI

¢ Collins Rally was held October
20th with guest speakers from In-
dependence: Roger Bruner, Gary
Housknecht, Mark Hill, and Bob Old-
ham. It was a wonderful day for all
who could attend and our gratitude
goes out to all of you who made it
possible. Thank you for coming and
sharing your time with us. And a spe-
cial “thank you” to Martha Bruner for
her “young men” who sang and filled
the church with beautiful music.
We’ve had a small set-back in our
relationship with the community
churches. Normally 1 report on our
annual Thanksgiving program and
service with the community churches,
but this year a vote was taken by the
Baptist church (who hosts the thanks-
giving service) to cancel services. As
pastor, Allen went to talk to the Bap-
tist minister, who feels that because of
our belief in the Book of Mormon, they,
as a congregation, can no longer wor-
ship with us. We were hurt to begin
with, but couldn’t allow this young
man’s lack of understanding to domi-
nate the entire community. So, with
Christmas being the next community
celebration, to which we are the host,
we made up fliers and posted them
around town, inviting all who would
come, with invitation to the Baptist
and Christian Churches as well. We
worried a little bit and prayed a lot and

ryone that wanted to come and cele-
brate the birth of our Savior was there.
We sang together, shared our specials
and poems, heard that wonderful story
of the Gift of God. We ate together,
laughed, and visited. We were blessed
by the hand of God and it’s because we
love our neighbors and they love us.
(Just a little Christmas miracle 1
wanted to share with you.)

Another “Christmas Miracle”
took place earlier on that same day. We
were witness to the baptism of Lisa
Cobb, Rodney Cobb’s wife. Lisa has
prayed and studied much in prepara-
tion for this commitment. She was
baptized by Brother Allen Kauffman.
Brother Jack Martin officiated in the
laying on of hands for the reception of
the Holy Ghost. Afterwards we shared
a sacrament service together. There
was in attendance a Sweet Spirit that
touched us all. I never fail to be
amazed at how gracious God is to us;
how He hears our prayers and consid-
ers our needs.

One other thing: at our morning
Christmas program we had some spe-
cial guests. Some of our young folks
from over in Preston came, bringing
their families and also my son-in-law
and his mom, dad, and sister. I can’t
put intoc words how grateful I am that
they all came. Even now as I write I
have to stop and wipe away my tears;
but the joy was so great. They each
one mean so much to us. 1 hope they'll
want to come again—and again.

with some sermon gquotes and my
heartfelt prayer for God’s guidance
and blessing in your lives for this new
year of 1997,

‘ An excerpt from a pay check stub:
Watch your thoughts— they be-
come  words. Watch  your
words—they  become  actions.
Watch your actions— they become
habits. Watch your habits—they
become character. And watch your
character—it becomes your des-
tiny!

‘ We must remember that the ulti-
mate “measure” is Jesus Christ.

‘ When you find yourselfin a fallen
state, what would you pay to get out
of it?

Talent—ifyou don't use it or share
it, it withers away.

’ Are we as anxious to fulfill the
desires of our Heavenly Father as
we are our friends’?

‘ Sin is Sin!

& God is not dead. He may leave us
to our own devices, but He 18 not
dead.

@ It’s not how long we live, but how
we live long.

Your reporter,
Czerna Kauffman

that evening—there they were! Eve- In closing, I want to leave you et
1997 Scripture Theme Camp
- e

Faith??”

lease mark your calendar and plan o join your brothers

and sisters at this year’s Scripture Theme Camp, spon-
sored by the Church of Christ, Temple Lot local. Ho age
barriers. . .come one, come alll I¢ will take place at (amp
Shawnee, which is part of the Knob Hoster State Park
system between Knob Hoster and Warrensburg, Missouri.
This vear's theme asks, “How Can We Demonsirate Our

Tion's Advocate.

QONE IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: Sites are available for
pop-up campers and RV's, but the Camp Director MUST be
notified no later than April 6th. 1f you plan to ufilize a
pop-up camper or RV, call, write or otherwise notify the
Camp Director listed below as soon as possible.

Watch for a more detailed announcement in the April

11308 £. 784 Street
Raytown, MO 64138
Phone (816) 737-3240

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Mark Hill

). Paul O'Haro

Den Case

fary Welch
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your Zion's Advocate by sending us your new address
immediately. Each undeliverable Zion's Advocaie costs the church more
than the value of a first class stamp. in addition to regular postage

CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 1897 Ministers’ Conference {general membership) for the Church of
Christ will commence Sunday, April 6. The busmess sessions will start at
9:00 AM. Monday, Aprit 7. A Solemn Assembly will be held prior to the
conference, on April 4 & 5. All services will be heid on the Temple Lot

The 1897 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church
of Christ will be held Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, August 11,12 and
13 at Independence, Missouri

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders to the Church of Christ, PO Box 472
Independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Price Bach
Members (optional). $4.00
Non-Members 4.00
Foreign . ... 4.50

Babylon's Fall aﬁd ?he Way Of Escape . 1.85

Book of Commandments (hard bound) 9.00

Book of Commandments (plastic bound) 500

Book of Commandments Controversy Revi ewbd . 4.00

Book of Mormon (1908 Authorized Edition—Leather) 2000
Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—Cloth) 18.00
Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—Leather) 24.00

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition—Missionary) - 7400

Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound) 12.00
Book of Mormon Companion. A {(softbound) 500
Book of Mormon Concordance 8.00

Changing of the Reveiations . o 50
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes ?o ihe Rwe:at ons B0
Historical Facts Concerning the Temple Lot
Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A, b, Danie

Outline History of the Church of Chris . .
Temple Lot Deed . . o o 30
What the Restmaxzon Teaches Concerning God 2.50
Zion's Hymnal 12.00

THE BALANCE OF THESE GENERAL CHURCH
PUBLICATIONS ARE FREE OF CHARGE”

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Articles of Faith & Practice (Spanish)
Baptism for the Dead?—A Fallacy
Book of Mormon, The {(tract)
Brief History of the Church of Christ, A
Christian Sabbath is the Lord's Day, The
Concerning Marriage and Polygamy
Cost of Salvation, The
Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
First Presidency or First Aposties?
God's Purpose in America
Great Plan of Redemption The
Last Maya King and the Liberation of Jerusa
Latter Day Restoration, The
Marriage for Time and Eternity?—A Fallacy
Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish)
Priesthood——Divine Authority
Principles of the Gospel, The—Baptism
Principtes of the Gospel, The——Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel, The—Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement
Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus
Synopsis, A {Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon
What the Church teaches aboul Matrimony (Spanish)
Why? (Amplifies absence of a "First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord
“Note. Donations will be accepted 1o cover Qos@ge & prnting costs
(Multiple coples available 8-50c/ 100-$5.85 plus postage)
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS US POSTAGE
TEMPLE LOT PAID

200 & RIVER BLVD INDEP., MO
P.G. BOX 472 PERMIT NO. 259
INDEPENDENCE, MO 64051-0472
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AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The following materials are available on loan to members of the Church
of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeclogy Committes

SLIDE PROGRAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION

Specify program{s) wanted, anlicipated dates of use, and the make of
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in
the Independence, Missouri, or Phognix, Arizona, ar%as

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for your own
preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee, Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051-0472.

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes)—Directed specifically toward
Arnerican Indian viewers, complied from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes)—Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820's
and 1830

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutesy—Tells the story found within the Book
aof Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes)—Reveals the significance of the returmn to

the "and of Zion” in 1887 by the members of the Church of Christ

especially as holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot

HOLY SCRIPTURES ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE
Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testa-
ment and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron Temple, 5621
Logan Road, Kansas City, Missouri 84136, Specify which setis desired and
the estimated length of time you expect to use it

SERMONS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassetie tape write to Mike Kelley, 3006 East Wescott
Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 85024, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Road, Kansas
City, Missouri 64136

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for SS materials to Debbie Vogel 403 Colonel Drive,
independence, Missouri 64050, A matenials are free of charge to members
ofthe Church of Christ, except as noted. Donations will be accepted to cover
postage.

Bible Stories to Grow By—52 lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7

Book in the Stone Box, The—About the Book of Mormon

Church History for Juniors—Inciudes a Teacher's Guide

Jesus’ Life and Teachings—4 Quarterlies for ages 8-10

Who Am 17-—Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schoois/$1.30 to indi-
viduals.
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