/1on’s Advocate

“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day,
JSor they shall have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost;”
1 Nephi 3:187

Volume 72 Independence, Missouri — September 1995 Number @

THE FAMILY OF GOD

It hurts! Dear God, how much 1t hurts!
Each time a loved one falls away
It seems a living part tears loose.
A black cloud dims the sunny day.

We ask discernment; it brings pain!

But we need know which way to go.

Be with us, help us hold Your hand
And take the s ay that You will show.

Yet—some are wounded so much more
Than we can even comprehend.
Please, Father, please! Come close to them.
Dear Lord, don’t let our family end!

Forgive our sins, for none are {ree

of wrongs toward You. And he]p us know—
1 h(*w s Just one sm we can’t repent,
One virtue the greatest we can show.

We know You command we hate the sin,
But love the sinner though he fall.
FFaith, hope, love abide—these three—
';Pm e love of Christ” the best of all.

Know this. Perfect love casts out fear!
Strength comes from love; Love comes from God.
Al things will work together for good
To each of us who l()vcs his God.

Submited by Donna W. Moser
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The basis of this article is taken from a
sermon Febuary 12, 1995, at the Temple Lot
Local, of the Church of Christ, with some ex-
pansions as | have felt directed in preparing it to
submit to Zion’s Advocate. For some years |
have resisted the Holy Spirit’s prompting to
speak out on this subject, because 1 listened too
much to the complaints that the only thing being
preached was doom and gloom, and while I
suffer from no delusion that I am worthy to be
a Noah, yet I am sure he heard much greater
criticism, during his one hundred twenty years
of preaching before the flood. But Christ
prophesied, that as it was in the days of Noah,
so 1t would be in the Last Days. Once again the
Spirit moved upon me to speak upon this sub-
ject, when early in January, 1995, our Pastor
asked me to speak. On those occasions in the
past, when I have resisted the Spirit’s prompt-
ing, I have felt it’s rebuke, and in the future I
shall no longer resist it, but speak when and as
it prompts me to do so.

[ will begin by using Joel 2: 1

“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and
sound an alarm in my holy mountain;
let all the inhabitants of the land trem-
ble: for the day of the Lord cometh,
for it 1s nigh at hand;”

Joel was prophesying concerning the

“Last Days”. We are living in “LAST DAYS”
referred to in prophesy, which we all know to
be true, from the abundance of prophesy in the
Bible, Book of Mormon, Latter Day Revela-
tion, and by the testimonies of many of the
ministry and members of the Church of Christ
in these the Last Days, both living today, and
many who have passed on. They all bear testi-
mony to the fact, that we are living in those
LAST DAYS, right now, in February, 1995

In case there is any question in your minds,
as to whether Joel was prophesying of our day,
or of Christ’s crucifixion, or some other event,
[ want to refer to verses 23 through 24 before
going on with this prophesy;

“Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and
rejoice 1n the Lord your God: for he
hath given you the former rain moder-
ately, and he will cause to come down
for you the rain, the former rain, and
the latter rain in the first month. And
the floors shall be full of wheat, and
the fats (or vats, RAW) shall overflow
with wine and o1l.”

The drying up of the former and latter rains
was a part of the curse put upon the land of
Palestine because the Jews had turned from the
commandments of God following the crucifix-
ion of Christ, and was to continue until the
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return of His Kingdom upon the earth. (See
Duet. 28: 15- 24, Isaiah 5: 1-7 and 30: 18-23,
Hosea 6: 1-3, Zech 10: 1-3.)

These last two verses of Joel, pin-points
the time of the fulfillment of this prophesy with
unmistakable certainty to every believer in the
Restoration. The Outline History of the Church
of Christ, records on pages 77 through 79, the
prayer offered by Orson Hyde, on the Mount
Of Olives, in Jerusalem, on October 24, 1841,
asking God to restore the rains and the fruitful-
ness of the land.

Note that this was just eleven and a half
years after the establishing of the Church of
Christ. It was also just under three years before
the death of Joseph Smith, in 1844.

The former and latter rains were restored
to Palestine in 1853, as confirmed by at least
two separate news reports, also recorded in this

reference from the Outline History. This event

this prophesy
Having established the time of the fulfill-

ment of this portion of Joel’s prophesy, the
TIME OF THE END, AND CHRIST’S RE-
TURN, is to take place in this our day and time,
YOURS AND MINE, as promised by the Lord
in this prophesy.

Now I want to go back and continue with

a few more verses in this prophesy of Joel 2:
2-8;

“A day of darkness and of gloominess,

a day of clouds and of thick darkness,

as the morning spread upon the moun-

tains: a great people and a strong;

there hath not been ever the like, nei-
ther shall be any more after it, even to

the years of many generations. A fire

devoureth before them; and behind

them a flame burneth: the land 1s as

the garden of Eden before them, and

behind them a desolate wilderness;

yea, and nothing shall escape them.

The appearance of them is as the ap-

pearance of horses; and as horsemen,

so shall they run. Like the noise of

chariots on the tops of mountains shall

they leap, like the noise of a flame of

fire that devoureth the stubble, as a

strong people set in battle array. Be-

fore their face the people shall be
much pained: all faces shall gather
blackness. They shall run like mighty
men; they shall climb the wall like
men of war; and they shall march
every one on his ways, and they shall

not break their ranks: Neither shall

one thrust another; they shall walk

every one in his path: and when they

fall upon the sword, they shall not be

wounded.”

What Military man or woman would not
like to serve in such an Army, in which they
would not be wounded. My comrades and I,
would have liked to have served our time in the
Military in such an Army.

Let us go on with verses 9-11
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“They shall run to and fro in the city;
they shall run upon the wall, they shall
climb up upon the houses; they shall
enter in at the windows like a thief. The
earth shall quake before them; the heav-
ens shall tremble: the sun and the moon
shall be dark, and the stars shall with-
draw their shining: And the Lord shall
utter his voice before his army: for his
camp is very great: for he is strong that
executeth his word: for the day of the
Lord is great and very terrible; and who
can abide 1t7”

Next He gives a commandment to you and
to me, to the whole Church of Christ, brothers
and sisters, which if we will comply with it, He
will provide us a way of escape. Going on with
verses 12 - 17;

“Therefore also now, saith the Lord,
turn ye even to me with all your heart,
and with fasting, and with weeping, and
with mourning: And rend your heart,
and not your garments, and turn unto
the Lord your God: for he is gracious

173

and merciful, slow to anger, and of
great kindness, and repenteth him of
the evil. Who knoweth if he will
return and repent, and leave a bless-
ing behind him; even a meat offering
and a drink offering unto the Lord
your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion,
sanctify a fast, call a solemn assem-
bly: Gather the people, sanctify the
congregation, assemble the elders,
gather the children, and those that
suck the breasts: let the bridegroom
go forth of his chamber, and the bride
out of her closet. Let the priests, the
ministers of the Lord, weep between
the porch and the altar, and let them
say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and
give not thine heritage to reproach,
that the heathen should rule over
them: wherefore should they say
among the people, Where is their

"BRIDE,; ,,,
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And if we will do this, and not just for three
days before conference each year, but until the
LORD, will hear our cries, and know that we
are sincere; Then HE, the LORD, has made us
this promise, as we continue on with verses 18
and 19;

“Then will the Lord be jealous for his
land, and pity his people. Yea, the
Lord will answer and say unto his
people, Behold, I will send you corn,
and wine, and oil, and ye shall be
satisfied herewith: and I will no more
make you a reproach among the hea-
then:”

Then He W1H compleie his work as reiated
in the 20th and 21st verses;

“But 1 will remove far off from you
the northern army, and will drive him
into a land barren and desolate, with
his face toward the east sea, and his
hinder part toward the utmost sea, and
his stink shall come up, and his ill
savor shall come up, because he hath
done great things.”

I believe this “northern army” is primarily

the Russian armies, but also includes others of
the Mongolian, Chinese, Japanese, Asiatic and
Arabnations, as well. Though they are not now
exactly allies, they represent most of the truly
Anti-Christ forces in the earth.

[ also believe that the “east sea” spoken of
here, is the Pacific Ocean, the “utmost sea”, 1S
the Arctic Ocean; and “the land barren and
desolate”, is Siberia. I believe that this part of
the prophesy is in the early process of fulfill-
ment, in the fall of the Russian Empire of Lenin
and Stalin.

I believe that the rest of the Gentile and
Heathen Nations, (not necessarily all of their
inhabitants), are also a part of this great force
which will oppose the ARMY OF THE LORD
in this overall conflict, which according to the
book of Revelations, is called the Anti-Christ,
and will be overcome by the ARMY OF THE
LORD, before the thousand years of
CHRIST’S REIGN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
AND PEACE begins.

Remember that the Scriptures, speaking of
this time, says that “there will be two in the
field, one will be taken and the other left...two
women will be grinding at the mill, one will be
taken and the other left”. (Matt. 24: 36 - 41).

Going back now to Joel, there is no nation
or military force on earth, that is better de-
scribed by this prophesy, or any other nation,
or land than the Russias. It is the most northern
of all nations, and its great northern armies,
composed primarily of Mongolians, who since
the days of Genghis Khan, have been among
the most blood thirsty, ruthless, cruel, and
feared peoples on the face of the earth.
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The Mongol components of the Russian
Armies have always been called upon by the
Czars of Russia, and the USSR, for many
generations, to perform its most ruthless opera-
tions of oppression. These same units are un-
doubtedly active in Chechnya today.

Russia has always run a close second to
Germany, as the most opressive nation against
the Jews, and its practices of Jewish genocide
rivals that of Nazi Germany under Hitler. This
has been verified in recent years following
World War 11 ans especially since the fall of
its Communist Empire. This nation 1s still a
great and formidable formidable threat to
Christianity, and the house of Israel.

Our own nation has for more than 60 years,
and still does today, treat the Russians with
more caution than it does any other nation on
the globe, including our allies. Though many
boast today that we are now the uncontested
military might on earth, we still keep our guard
up and our eyes peeled for their treachery.

[ believe that Russia isstill a greater mili-
tary and spiritual threat to world peace and
safety, than any other combination of nations
in the world for the following reasons:

1. The Russian nuclear arsenal 1s still intact.
2. She still has great air, land, and sea power.

3. Like the Nazi1 Germans, as a government,
she has little or no moral or spiritual values.

4. They will continue to be a great threat,
until the Lord’s great army, spoken of above
by Joel, subdues all the heathen nations of

the earth.

5. Let us not forget that Russia, and other
nations can re-aim their nuclear weapons at
us, as quickly as they are reported to have
turned them in another direction after the
collapse of the USSR.

6. Russia still has vast manpower, technol-
ogy, and natural resources, to field great
offenses 1n almost any direction, and at her
will.

7. When Russia’s economy becomes bad
enough, and it will, her leaders will have no
alternative but to turn the frustration of her
masses outside her borders. It has always
been so with the human race when they will
not turn to God.

I donotbelieve that this great army spoken
of by Joel is the armies of the United States and
her Allies, or the United Nations; but is a
heavenly host. This HEAVENLY HOST has
been reported to have been seen by the Turkish
armies facing the armies of General Allenbie
defending Jerusalem after the partitioning of
Palestine following World War [, and again by
the Arab armies in, the 1948 and later wars
against Israel.

Do not forget that the Lord has said in
many places in the Scriptures that He would
fight Israel’s battles in this day.

We recall, that during Christ’s temptation
by Satan, that Satan reminded Christ, that God
had given His angels charge to protect Him
(Christ) lest He dash His foot against a stone.
(Mat. 4: 5 & 6.) Then why would such an Army
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under Christ’s command be so difficult to be-
lieve 1n.

But let us go on and finish this prophesy
with verses 21 & 22;

“Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice:
for the Lord will do great things. Be
not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for
the pastures of the wilderness do
spring, for the tree beareth her fruit,
the fig tree and the vine do yield their
strength.”

This will be a glorious day for all those
who will wait upon the Lord and remain faith-
ful until that day.

I want to turn to Luke 21: 7- 11; Christ is
speaking to His Apostles at the temple con-
cerning His second coming;

“And they asked him, saying, Master,
but when shall these things be? And
what sign will there be when these
things shall come to pass? And he
said, Take heed that ye be not de-
ceived: for many shall come in my
name, saying, I am Christ; and the
time draweth near: go ye not therefore
after them. But when ye shall hear of
wars and commotions, be not terri-
fied: for these things must first come
to pass; but the end is not by and by.
(Matt. and Mark, read, “but the end 1s
not yet.” RAW) Then said he unto
them, Nation shall rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom: And
great earthquakes shall be in divers

places, and famines, and pestilences;

and fearful sights and great signs shall

there be from heaven.”

There has hardly been a year (yes even a
month) in this century free of out-right war,
threats and rumors of war, or commotions of
nations in rebellion and strife. We have had
two Great World Wars, that involved nearly
every nation on earth. Before and between
these two great wars, there were many nations
at war one with another. Since World War 11
there have been many wars that involved most
of the nations, through the United Nations,
such as the Gulf of Tonkin incident which led
to the Korean War, the Viet Nam War, the
Persian Gulf War, the UN Police Actions
around the world every day, and our own Na-
tion’s independent actions in self defense, such
as the Cuban Missile Incident.

We see famine all over the globe and
spreading rapidly, even in countries where
there is no need for it, except from the destruc-
tion of the land, making it barren or unsafe to
farm, by rebelling forces within nations, and
their blockading of relief caravans.

We read of earthquakes all over the world,
many where they were virtually unknown be-
fore. These things are coming to pass with
every passing hour, yes literally every hour.
The National Weather TV channel announced
Friday moming, February 10, 1995, that 1t was
initiating a daily section on the Weather Chan-
nel of EARTHQUAKE DAMAGE, in and
near the west coast of the United States. Nearly
every day there is reported a new earthquake
some where in the world, (At least three in the
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Los Angeles area, during the week of February
12 -19, 1995, and in April more in Texas and
Carolina, and in Japan, China, and S. Korea.)
These quakes devastate not only millions and
billions of dollars in property damage, but have
taken hundreds and multiple thousands of
lives, and untold thousands of injured, during
the last few years.

When | was a boy, (I am now in my 74th
year), earthquakes of this magnitude occurred
only once or twice in a score of years. Writers
in the Church’s earlier publications of The
Searchlight and Truth Teller, of the last Cen-
tury were concerned for the Church because
disastrous earthquakes were coming as often
as every ten to fifteen years. Then should we
not give greater attention when they are be-
coming common place every month, week or
less?

,__‘AR UNTO THIS

Now dlsea%e and pe%tﬂences are rampant
all over the world, cholera, aids, cancer, fevers
and viruses of every kind. Twenty years ago,
most childhood diseases had all but disap-
peared in the United States, and some parts of
the world, due to the intense immunization
programs in our school systems and World
Health Organizations. But now they are nearly
out of control again in many parts of the coun-
try, and all over the world. This is so mainly

because they were considered by many to be
too expensive and no longer needed. Ellis Is-
land, in New York Harbor, was a quarantine
station for every immigrant coming from
Europe to this country, and the same was true
in San Francisco, for those coming from Asia.
But because diseases the world over had be-
come so much better controlled through the
World Health Organizations, they were aban-
doned and have been taken out of use for many
years.

Now with the rise of disease again around
the world and greatly increased immigration,
they are kept in compounds in many parts of
the country. But disease and pestilence are still
on a very rapid increase.

[ would now like to refer to I Nephi 3; In
verses 148-176, Nephi records the vision
which the Angel of the Lord showed him, of
what shall come upon his people for many
generations after his death. He saw the coming
out of captivity of the Gentiles unto this land,
(America, RAW).

And on through verses 177-178, the prom-
1se to Nephi that the Lord will not allow the
Gentiles to “utterly destroy the mixture of thy
seed, (Nephi’s seed. RAW) which is among
thy brethren”.

Then 1n verses 179 and 180, we are told
“Neither will the Lord God suffer that the
Gentiles shall for ever remain in this awful
state of blindness”, into which they have fallen;
which they are in today, the very days in which
we are living right now, TODAY, February
1995.

In verse 181, the Lamb of God identifies
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very specifically, who the remnant of this seed
is, which He shall use to accomplish His pur-
poses. This remnant is prophesied of in this
chapter as well as others in this book."And it
came to pass that the angel of the Lord spake unto
me, saying, Behold, saith the Lamb of God, after
I have visited the remnant of the house of Israel,
and this remnant of whom I speak is the seed of
thy father;" (Lehi, RAW).

In II Nephi 5: 36 - 39, we are given another
marvelous promise concerning this special pe-
riod of time;

“And behold, according to the words of
the prophet, the Messiah will set himself
again the second time, to recover them;
Wherefore, he will manifest himself
unto them in power and great glory,
unto the destruction of their enemies,
when that day cometh when they shall
believe in him; And none will he destroy
that believe in him.”

This is a very great promise to each of His
creation, both the House of Israel, and the Gen-
tile, if they will but believe in Him. But remem-
ber, believing is more than saying “I believe”, it
follows that, if we believe we must also obey and
keep His commandments. For He tells us in the
39th verse;

“And they that believe not in him, shall
be destroyed, both by fire, and by tem-
pest, and by earthquakes, and by blood-
shed, and by pestilence, and by fam-

b

mne.

We can see this destruction being fulfilled
in nearly every country today, in our own
streets, as well as throughout Europe, Asia,
Africa, and the Islands of the Sea’s.

Those nations have all but forgotten their
hatred of Israel, which they had only a couple
of years ago, because of their fighting among
themselves, as pointed out above that they
would do. In the 40th to 44th verses;

“And they shall know that the Lord is
God, the Holy One of Israel: For shall
the prey be taken from the mighty, or
the lawful captive delivered? But thus
saith the Lord; Even the captives of
the mighty shall be taken away, and
the prey of the terrible shall be deliv-
ered: for the mighty God shall deliver
his covenant people. For thus saith the
Lord: 1 will contend with them that
contendeth with thee, and [ will feed
them that oppress thee, with their own
flesh; And they shall be drunken with
their own blood, as with sweet wine;”

We also see this prophesy coming to pass,
in many nations; first many thousands of Jews
are delivered from their captors and dwell un-
der their own flag and government as a free and
independent nation for the first time in nearly
two thousand years; and secondly, the Bosni-
ans, Serbs, Arabs on every hand, the Russians,
and on and on with out end, are in rebellion
against their brothers, fathers, and govern-
ments. In verse 45;

September 1995
178



Zion’s Advocate

“And all flesh shall know that I the
Lord am thy Savior and thy Re-
deemer, the mighty One of Jacob.”

Mankind as a whole, has not yet accepted
the Lord in any capacity, and that is why these
things will continue until they do acknowledge
Him.

Letus now goto 11 Nephi 11: 64-87 fora
little more;

“Wherefore the cry of the blood of the
saints shall ascend up to God from the
ground, against them. Wherefore all
those who are proud, and that do wick-
edly, the day that cometh shall burn
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, for
they shall be as stubble; And they that
kill the prophets, and the saints, the
depths of the earth shall swallow them
up, saith the Lord of hosts: And moun-
tains shall cover them, and whirlwinds
shall carry them away, and buildings
shall fall upon them, and crush them
to pieces and grind them to powder;
And they shall be visited with thun-
derings, and lightnings, and earth-
quakes, and all manner of destruc-
tions; For the fire of the anger of the
Lord shall be kindled against them,
and they shall be as stubble, and the
day that cometh shall consume them,
saith the Lord of hosts”.

From the heavens are coming more fre-
quent and severe hurricanes, typhoons, and
tornadoes, than ever before. These are larger,

stronger, more devastating than ever before,
and i places that only a few years ago were
considered all but safe from this type of disas-
ter. Until the 1960°s, who would have expected
tornadoes in Utah, Colorado, Wisconsin,
Michigan, and Canada? These areas of North
America now know the force of this kind of
storm and destruction.

The same is true of many other parts of the
world. There are also great mud and land
slides, which cover whole towns and cities,
“mountains covering them”. We see massive,
devastating floods, both natural and by the
bursting of great dams, due to earthquakes and
over filling them by floods, as other scriptures
prophesy.

We also see great fires, both natural and
man made, in areas of this country and the
world, causing great destructions, such as de-
stroys much of the timber and property in our
western states, year after year, with greater loss
of life and property, than ever before. These are
due in part to increasing drought. But in great
measure due the denuding of vast areas of
primal forests for lumber, for over a century,
to house ever increasing populations, and for
the extraction of surface and underground
sources of wealth, largely to satisfy greed.
Great cities are being destroyed, like those in
Japan, Florida, California, and elsewhere
around the world by these forces. “Such as the
world has never known.”

Let us skip on down to verses 78 - 85;

“And as | spake concerning the con-
vincing of the Jews, that Jesus is the
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very Christ, it must needs be that the
Gentiles be convinced also, that Jesus
1s the Christ, the Eternal God; and that
he manifesteth himself unto all those
who believe in him, by the power of
the Holy Ghost; Yea, unto every na-
tion, kindred, tongue, and people,
working mighty miracles, signs and
wonders, among the children of men,
according to their faith. But behold, I
prophesy unto you concerning the last
days; concerning the days when the
Lord God shall bring these things
forth unto the children of men. After
my seed, and the seed of my brethren
shall have dwindled in unbelief, and
shall have been smitten by the Gen-
tiles; Yea, after the Lord God shall
have camped against them round
about, and shall have laid siege
against them with a mount, and raised
forts against them; And after they
shall have been brought down low 1n
the dust, even that they are not, yet the
words of the righteous shall be writ-
ten, and the prayers of the faithful
shall be heard, and all those who have
dwindled in unbelief, shall not be for-

28;

gotten; For those who shall be de-
stroyed shall speak unto them out of
the ground, and their speech shall be
low out of the dust, and their voice
shall be as one that hath a familiar
spirit; For the Lord God will give unto
him power, that he may whisper con-
cerning them, even as it were out of
the ground; and their speech shall
whisper out of the dust.”

In conclusion I want to use Luke 21: 25-

“And there shall be signs in the sun,
and in the moon, and in the stars; and
upon the earth distress of nations, with
perplexiy; thesea and the wavesroar-
ing: Men’s hearts failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth; for the
powers of heaven shall be shaken.
And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in a cloud with power and
great glory. And when these things
begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads; for your re-
demption draweth nigh.”
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j/té Com orl O/ j/te S/oirif

Matthew 5: 4, “Blessed are they that
mourn: for they shall be comforted”. Thus
spoke Jesus to the disciples as they sat up
on a mountainside at a time of retreat
from the daily press of the multitudes
who had followed him from Gali-
lee, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea,
and from beyond Jordan.

His fame had spread far and
wide as he been preaching in
their synagogues, and healing
their sick. He had a message of R\ |
hope for a troubled nation and its
poor and underprivileged people. His kj
teachings of a Kingdom of God had
the ring of authority that attracted

(,\4
widespread attention.

Of all human experiences death of N
a loved one was a traumatic and shattering
event. It brought changes in ones fortunes and
happiness even as it does today. With all the
attending problems we all suffer the sense of
loss and bereavement, our SOrrow is Over-
whelming and we mourn for extended periods
of time.

Mourning is as debilitating as a sickness
from a physical disease. If we consider that it
is a spiritual experience we see it as a difficult
thing to cope with, untouchable and beyond

Nl

Y

our sense of control. The eternal question al-
ways arises, “ Who are we? where do we go at
death?” To the unbeliever in God
of the Bible, thisis aunanswered
question, usually ending in a de-
nial that God exists. Most all peo-
ple have some understanding of
a god and a spirit world. Com-
mon to all is the emotional
trauma of mourning the death
of loved ones.
Jesus was sensitive to all
the human suffering about him

9 '% Y, and this was no less a problem than any
/ 4

A other sickness. His offer of hope
= ?;; through the Gospel of the Kingdom
$2/ was the answer. To those who would
l believe this gospel there was the hope
of eternal life. Jesus taught the Jews that
there would be a resurrection of the dead.
“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in
which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection
of damnation.” St. John 6:28-29.
We read in the story of Lasarus, brother of
Mary and Martha, who died. Jesus taught that
there was to be a resurrection of the dead.
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“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, I your words, and come down in the depths

and the life; he that believeth in me, II of humility, and be baptized; for

they shall be visited with fire and
with the Holy Ghost , and shall
receive a remission of their sins.”
3rd Nephi 5:49. “And again,
blessed are all they that mourn,
for they shall be comforted.”
Verse 51.

Obviously, the ones who will
be blessed are the ones who be-
lieve in God and accept the prom-
ise by faith in Him. These will

though he were dead, yet shall
he live: and whosoever liveth
and believeth in me shall never
die. Believeth thou this?” St. John
11:25-26.

Jesus was crucified and died on the
cross that we might have life and salva-

tion for the soul, or our spirit and bodies,
to be resurrected as was He. The story
of His death and resurrection is related

for us in all the four gospels. St.
Matthew writes, “And the graves inherit eternal life, coming forth in
the resurrection having been found
worthy of the reward for obedi-
ence to the will of God.

This teaching is comforting to

were opened; and many bodies of the

saints which slept ( were dead. AGS )
arose, and came out of the graves after
his resurrection, and went into the holy _ S
city, and appeared to many.” Chapter us now in this life when we are
27:52-53.

When Jesus came to this land after

mourning the loss of our loved
ones. If we are believing, and obe-
dient, the Holy Spirit will comfort

His resurrection he taught the same o
our hearts by reminding us of the

gospel of the kingdom in every respect

sure promises of our Lord, Jesus

}‘ Christ.

to the twelve disciples He chose from
among the Nephites. The conditions are

# L ‘ Elder Arthur G. Smith

@
m

the same, the blessing of
comfort will come
through the working of
the Spirit to those who
believe and are obedi-
ent. Weread, “ Yea,
blessed are they which shall believe in
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Path Lights
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Path Lights

On the next to last page of the July Advo-
cate is an urgent request for articles and testi-
monies. Withitisalist of possible topics. Each
is a pertinent question; several are, to my mind,
critical. These latter have a common denomi-
nator. The first step in the answer to each is
contained in a remarkably vivid word picture,
also found in the July issue. The questions are
these:

How can we rely on the unchangeableness

of God?

How do we fill our Lamps with 0il?

How can we enjoy the Gifts of the Spirit?

What are some practical ways we can

Overcome the World?

What specific steps can we take to

overcome particular weaknesses, such as:

Anger, Pride, Lust, Temptation?

How can we return to the “Old Paths™?

How can we become “As a Little Child™?

What will it take for us to become a

Humble People?

How important is paying Tithing?

How can we find the right Mate?

How can we improve our Marriage?

What are some basic steps to raising

Godly Children?

How can we build Stronger Families?

What can we do to help bring about Zion?

The sentence with 1ts wonderful word pic-
ture is in the News from the Ravenna Local,
sent in by Norma Keith. See if you don’t agree
with her (and me) that “If your day 1s hemmed
with prayer, it is less likely to unravel

b

Feel the fabric is unraveling?

“Hem your day with prayer!”

God promised us He’d never change.
“Hem your day with prayer!”

Lord, what can I do to help?

“Hem your day with prayer!”
Help me fill my lamp with o1l.
“Hem your day with prayer!
Please! Give Spirit’s gifts to us.

!‘)7

“Hem your day with prayer
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How can I o’ercome the world?
“Hem your day with prayer!”

Oh, help me rise above my weakness!
“Hem your day with prayer!”

Help me hold the old, old path.

“Hem your day with prayer!”

Let me be like a little child.

“Hem your day with prayer!”

Lord, can I ever become humble?
“Hem your day with prayer!”

Father, do I owe You tithe?

“Hem your day'with prayer!”

Please, bring to me the one true love.
“Hem your day with prayer!”

How can we make our marriage good?
“Hem your day with prayer!”

Help us lead each child to you.

“Hem your day with prayer!”

Help us keep our family strong.

“Hem your day with prayer!”

Dear Lord, You’ve told us it will come:
Zion first, then Heavn’ly home.

Pure love of Christ we ask for now,
Because You’ve told us that 1s how

To cast out fear. Be With us here.

Help us hem our days with prayer!

Donna Moser
Love to all!

Report on the 1995 Missouri Reunion by
Apostle Marvin Ely:

The Missouri Reunion took place on Au-
gust 11,12 and 13th at the Church on the Tem-
ple Lot. Since the Missouri Reunion Zion’s
Advocate reporter was unable to be at all the
meetings, she asked if | would write the report
in as much as I take notes of the services. I
agreed to this request. To start with I would
like to present thoughts from some of the tes-
timonies followed by comments on the ser-
mons.

One testimony centered around the work
among the Cherokees and that we need to pray
for the Indian children that their interest may

increase in the work being done at the Chero-
kee Mission in North Carolina. A sister stated
that she was thankful for the activities for the
young people and for the children’s choir. She
also said it is important to teach the children
that they may have God central in their lives.
Various ones during the reunion commented
on the importance of our children and the train-
ing we should give them. Just preceding the
reunion there was a Teen Camp held for the
twelve through eighteen age group. During
this camp many issues and needs of the young
people were addressed. A very good report
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was brought back of their activities.

One of the Teen Camp Counselors said:
“It is a pleasure to be here and to have been
with your children at the camp”. He also stated
that in Mexico this year there was a 3 day camp
for the young people at which 46 were present.
He also read a letter from young Placido in
which he wrote: “Our future 1s in our young
people”.

A sister stated she was thankful for the
love that had been given to her family as well
as to herself in the trying things that had hap-
pened to them. She also said that she was
greatful that we have a loving and forgiving
God who loves us very much. A brother who
recently had surgery for prostate cancer was
thankful to God that he did not have much pain
following surgery. He said: “1 was adminis-
tered to and received help from the Lord”.
Another brother who also had this type of
surgery last year stated how well he had done
following the surgery and how thankful he was
for the prayers of people. The doctor he had
was amazed how well he had done. The state-
ment was made to the doctor: “I had a good
doctor”, but the doctor gave the Lord the credit.

A brotherrelated his testimony about a trip
he made to Honduras with the John Gill family
and how they were saved from robbers by the
power of God. He also described how brother
John Gill’s life was preserved after having
been shot by one of the robbers. If it had not
been for God, he would have lost his life. They
were all thankful to God for the blessings they
had received.

Time was given following the final ser-

mon for a testimony from a young sister who
did not get the opportunity to offer her testi-
mony during the sacrament service. She said:
“T am thankful for the Teen Camp this week.
The theme of the camp was Seeking the Lord”.
She also informed us that before their devo-
tions they knelt and prayed. Then she said: “I
want to tell the counselors how much I appre-
ciate you giving up your time and vacations
that the Teen Camp might be a success”.

We can readily see that it is important to
give guidance and direction to our children so
they may know the path to walk that will bring
happiness and peace to their lives.

In the opening preaching service we were
admonished to nourish the word by our faith
with great diligence and with patience, looking
forward to the fruit there of that it shall be a
tree springing up unto everlasting life. We
were also told that the fruit is sweet above all
that is sweet and white above all that is white,
and pure above all that is pure. Also during
this service, we were admonished to pay our
tithes to the Church.

The next sermon centered in on the time
of the end. He brought out many things that
will take place before the return of Christ in-
cluding that it would be a time of deception
where false prophets shall rise and deceive
many. Also it would be a time of iniquity.
“And because iniquity shall abound, the love
of many shall wax cold” Matthew 24:12. We
were also informed that “this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for
a witness unto all nations; and then shall the
end come” Matthew 24:14.
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In the next sermon we were asked: “Have
you spiritually been born of God?” Alma 3:27.
Then he read from Romans 12:1-3 in which we
were told that we must present our bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.
This is our reasonable service to God. He also
read from the above reference that we must not
conform to the world, but that we must be
transformed. The importance of feasting upon
the words of Christ was also stressed.

Another sermon referenced the follow-
ing reference from Proverbs 4:26-27 “Ponder
the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be
established. Turn not to the right hand nor to
the left; remove thy foot from evil”. We also
were informed of the importance of humbling
ourselves and continuing in prayer. We were
told that we must pray over all things including
the power of our enemies and against the devil
The
importance of the family unit was also stressed.

who is the enemy to all righteousness.

One sermon held out special hope to us in
which he read from John 14:1-3. “Let not your
heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father’s house are many
mansions; if it were not so, I would have told
you. 1 go to prepare a place for you. And if |
go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where

I am, there ye may be also”. The importance

of keeping God’s commandments was also
stressed.

In another sermon emphasis was placed
upon the importance of first seeking the king-
dom of God and His righteousness. We were
also told to put off the former conversations of
the old man; “And that ye put on the new man,
which after God is created in righteousness and
true holiness” Ephesians 4:24. We were also
told to bear one another burdens that they may
be light.

In the final sermon he said: “I believe we
are living in the generation that proceeds the
coming of Christ”. We were told to offer unto
God our thanksgiving; “And call upon me in
the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify me” Psalm 50:15. During this
sermon, he stressed that this place would be the
center place of the gathering. Also the state-
ment was made in this sermon that we have a
duty to take this gospel to the remnant of Jacob
on this land and also to the Jewish people.

The reunion came to an end all too soon
but it was good to be a part of the services and
also to be able to fellowship one with another.
We especially, enjoyed the music and songs
that were presented during this reunton. It was
really uplifting to see so many of the young
take part in the services.
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES
The 1995 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the Church
of Christ will commence Sunday, April 7. The business sessions will start
at 9:00 A.M., Monday, April 8. A Solemn Assembly will be held prior 1o the
conference, April 5 and 6. All services will be held on the Temple Lot.

The 1995 Ministers’ Conference {priesthood membership) of the Church
of Christ will be held Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, August 21 through
23, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
Independence, Missour 64051-0472

. PrICE EACH
Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate:
Members {optional) ... % 400
Non-Members ... RPN 4.00

Foreign ... ... 450
Book of Commandments (hard bound) ...
Book of Commandments (plasticbound) ..............

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed ...

Book of Mormon (1908 Authorized Edition — Leather}.,,.:i‘: . ) -
Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition — Cloth) ... 18.00

Book of Mormon (1920 independence Edition — Leather) ... .. 2400
Book of Mormon (1890 independence Edition — Misslonary)

Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound) ... .
Book of Mormon Companion, A (softbound).
Book of Mormon Concordance ...
Changing ofthe Revelations ...
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations
Historical Facts Concerning the Temple Lot ...

Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A — by Daniel MacG!egof IR

Outline History of the Church of Christ | .. 400
Zion's Hyminal. ... ... 12.00
Temple Lot Deed ... 30
What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God ... . 2.50

{

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830

Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Articles of Faith & Practice (Spanish)

Baptism for the Dead? - A Fallacy

Book of Mormon, The (tract)

Brief History of the Church of Christ, A

Cost of Salvation, The

Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
First Presidency or First Apostles?

God's Purpose in America

Great Plan of Redemption, The

Latter Day Restoration, The

Marriage for Time and Eternity? — A Fallacy

Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish)

Priesthood — Divine Authority

Principles of the Gospel, The — Baptism

Principles of the Gospel, The — Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel, The — Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement

Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus

Synopsis, A (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon

What the Church teaches about Matrimony {Spanish)
Why? (Amplifies absence of a "First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord

"NOTE: Donations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs.
Muitiple coples available: 8-50¢ / 100-35.85 plus postage)

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for 88 materials to Debbie Vogel.403 Colonel Drive Indep. MO
64030, All materials are free of charge to members of the Church of Christ except
as noted. Donations will be accepted 1o cover postage.
Bible Stories to Grow By — 52 Lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7
Book in the Stone Box, The — About the Book of Mormon
Church History for Juniors — Includes a Teachers Guide
Jesus' Life and Teachings — 4 Quarterlies for Ages 8-10
WWho Am {7— Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 individuals

1
| The balance of these General Church Publications are free of charge ™ |

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
Speed delivery of your Zion's Advocate by sending us your new address
immediately. Each undeliverable Zion’s Advocaie costs the church more than the
value of a first class stamp, in addition to regular postage.

ZION’S ADVOCATE
{USPS 6993-0000)
P.O. Box 472
independence, Mo 64051-0472

Second Class Postage Paid
Independence, Mo 64051

Mr & Mrs Aaron Heath
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AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The following materials are available on loan o members of the Church of Christ
from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Commuttee:

SuipE PrROGRAMS WitH TAPED NARRATION
Specify program(s) wanied, anticipated dates of use. and the make of your
projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in the Inde-
pendence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona, areas.
Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for your own
preview of the programs. Write to the AVVYAA Committee, Church of Christ, PO,
Box 472, Independence, MO 64051,

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A {32 minutes) — Directed specifically toward
American Indian viewers, compiled from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes) — Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christin the 1820'sand 1830
QUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes) — Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes) — Reveals the significance of the retumn to the
"land of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially as
holders of Title 1o the previously dedicated Temple Lot

Hoty ScripTures ON Aupio CasseTTE TAPES
Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testament and
a set for the entire Book of Mormon, Write to Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Rd., Kansas
City. MO 64136, Specify which set is desired and the estimated length of time you
expect 1o use it

Sermons On Aupio CasseTTe Tapes
For a sermon on cassetie tape wriic w Mike Kelley, 1949 I Libby St Phoemix,
AZ 85022, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Rd.. Kansas City, MO 64136,

PRIESTHOOD VISITATION

If you or someone you know (member or non-mem-
ber) would like to be visited by a member of the
Priesthood of the Church of Christ, please call or
write to the Council of Apostles at Church Headquar-
ters in Independence. The phone numbers and
addresses are listed on the inside front cover.
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