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Editorial

Apostle
Smith Brickhouse

As we start this new year
of 1995 and look forward with
hope and joy in the promises
of God perhaps we should also
reflect on our responsibilities
as the Church of Christ. Re-
cently while reading church
history I came upon this arti-
cle which appeared in the first
issue of the “Evening and
Morning Star” dated June
1832,

TO THE CHURCH OF
CHRIST ABROAD IN
THE EARTH.

“It is the duty of the

Church of Christ, to Zion, to
stand as an ensign to all na-
tions, that the Lord has set His
hand the second time to re-
store the house of Israel to the
lands of their inheritance; and
it behooves the members of
this Church to manifest before
the world by a godly walk, by
anoble example, as well as by
sterling precept, by prudence
in living, by plainness in
dress, by industry, by econ-
omy, by faith and works, and,
above all, by solemnity, hu-
mility and patience, that this is
a day of warning and not a day
of many words.

This being the order in
Zion, how much more neces-
sary 1s it, that the churches of
Christ, which have not yet
come up to this land should
show the world, by well or-
dered conduct in all things,
that they are the children of the
living God! It1s all-important,
and the salvation of many
souls depends upon their
faultless example. They will,
therefore, knowing that the
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Lord will suddenly come to
His temple, do their part in
preparing the way, by observ-
ing the Sabbath day, and keep-
ing it holy; by teaching their
children the Gospel, and
teaching them to pray, by
avoiding extremes in all mat-
ters, by shunning every ap-
pearance of evil; by studying
to be approved, and doing
unto others as they would
have others do unto them; by
bearing trouble and persecu-
tion patiently, without a mur-
mur, knowing that Michael,
the Archangel, when contend-
ing with the devil—he dis-
puted about the body of
Moses—durst not bring
against him a railing accusa-
tion, but said, The Lord re-
buke thee. They will not only
set an example worthy of imi-
tation, but they will let their
light so shine that others, see-
ing their good works, may go
and do likewise.

(continued on page 14)
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The End Of The Sixth Day

(or the last seven days thereof)

By Harvey E. Seibel

“And God called the
light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And the evening
and the morning were the first
day...And God called the fir-
mament Heaven. And the eve-
ning and the morning were the
second day...”” (Genesis 1:5,
8).

This creation process
continued with the creation of
land, seas, and plants, on the
third day, the sun, moon, and
stars on the fourth day, animal
life on day five, and finally
man on day six. Then on day
seven God rested from all His
works. Then after the sabbath
was past the Lord formed
man, plants, animals and
lastly woman of the dust of the
ground. This was day eight,
the first day of the six thou-
sand years of history to come.

“But, beloved, be not ig-
norant of this one thing, that
one day is with the Lord as a
thousand years, and a thou-
sand years as one day”” (2 Pe-

ter 3:8).

“For a thousand years in
thy sight are but as yesterday
when it is past’ (Psalm 90:4).

“Blessed and holy 1s he
that hath part in the first resur-
rection...they shall reign with
him a thousand years™ (Reve-
lation 20:6).

There has been much
speculation concerning the
length of the creation week.
Some say that each day of that
week represents some great
expanse of time. Others favor
thousand year days. Evolu-
tionists like to think of the
earth and universe as being
billions of years old. However
recent scientific evidence
points to a young earth meas-
ured, not in the billions or mil-
lions of years, but rather in the
thousand of years. This evi-
dence suggest a maximum age
of 10,000 years. However, as
for the length of the days of the
creation week, similar evi-
dence points to actual 24 hour
days. This is indicated by the
scriptural statement of ‘.. the
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evening and morning...” for
each of these days.

“THE FIRST
ANCHOR DATE:
THE FOURTH
DAY OF
CREATION.”

Prior to the cosmic drama
of the fourth day of creation
the earth spun through some
far reach of space, away from
the giant suns, 1n lifeless cold,
the air and waters frozen, no
wind to stir the solitude of that
dark sphere, lost in the im-
mensity of space. But then
came that momentous day
when the great God of heaven
tore the earth and the other
planets from their ancient
paths and placed them in orbit
around our sun. No child’s
play this: but an event so vast
as to leave a permanent record
in the heavens, a record that
will stand as long as the earth
itself: | “for, The heavens de-
clare the glory of God; and the
firmament showeth his handi-
work™ (Ps. 19:1),

True 1t 1s that the heavens
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show forth the handiwork of
God, even to the dating of His
fourth day of creation.
“There was an astrono-
mer at Greenwich Observa-
tory in England. He was pre-
dicting future eclipses from
the occurrences of those in the
past. To facilitate his work he
incorporated the planetary tra-
jectories into the symbols of
mathematics as dependent
variables on the independent
variable time. Activating his
equations: 1n symbolism, re-
volving the planets in their el-
liptical orbits around the sun,
and stopping the system when
the heavenly orbs were lined
up in arow, he discovered that
all eight planets and the moon
and sun were in a straight line
at one time in the history of the
universe. Next, he projected
his investigations into the re-
mote past, but could discover
no time when this strange phe-
nomena had ever before hap-
pened. In like manner the fore-
seeable future gave no
promise of like linearity of the
solar system. Deciding to date
this event he found that it oc-
curred in the year 3999 B.C,
strangely close to Bishop

Ussher’s figure of 4004
B.C.”

“What has this to do with
the 4th day of creation? Just
this. It was the day that God
took these heavenly bodies
and organized them into the
great cosmic clock that we see
today. It seems only logical to
believe that when God did this
work that He organized the so-
lar system in the simplest of
all geometric configurations,
a straight line, and started
them on their eternal paths.
Such close agreement of this
singular event with the Bible
date 1s sounusual as to defy all
explanations of coincidence.
[t borders on certainty that the
two events are one and the
same: the fourth day of crea-
tion and the linear configura-
tion of the solar system. The
final proof is, of course, the
fact that it works within the
accuracy of a single year, not
one year more nor one year
less, as we shall see” (Chro-
nology Of The Bible Aug-
mented With Time Prophe-
cies by Elder M. Harvey
Seibel).

“THE SECOND
ANCHOR DATE:

January 1995

5

JOSHUA’S LONG
DAY?”

The year when the sun
stood still has ever been a
point of confusion. After it is
established it becomes a
FIRST-ORDER-CONTROL
-POINT, ANCHOR
DATE.

“The day when the sun

an

stood still””, which we will
date by the cosmic clock, is of
utmost importance to tieing
down the chronology. For
years the atheist and the skep-
tic have cast ridicule upon this
story. Long have the faithful
accepted the miraculously
lengthened day with an eye of
faith, but some have been
sorely troubled how this could
take place: such an extraordi-
nary event. Would not, they
ask, the oceans overflow the
continents and wash them
clean of all life if the earth
would suddenly stop its spin-
ning? Would the cessation of
the rotation of the earth of a
1000 miles per hour be less
than catastrophic? So, the
skeptic scoffs at the faithful
who swallow such tales.
“The fool hath said in his
heart, There 1s no God.” (Ps.
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14:1)

Such a man once walked
the campus of Harvard Uni-
versity: an erudite man in the
wisdom of the world, a profes-
sor of astronomy. Strange it 1s
that a man can gaze for hours
on end at the wonders of the
heavens and not find God in
His marvelous creation. This
man also had the problem of
predicting eclipses.

One day this wise profes-
sor met his friend, Professor
Totten, on the campus. He told
Professor Totten that he had
discovered a strange thing, a
whole day had been lost from
the history of the earth. He had
been checking the occur-
rences of eclipses as recorded
by the Egyptians, the Chal-
deans, and other ancient peo-
ples. He knew that eclipses oc-
curred in series, at definite
intervals. But a strange thing
had happened: at one point in
time the series of eclipses had
shifted one day, each preced-
ing eclipse offset one day in
the same direction. He could
not understand what had hap-
pened to shift the whole series.
A single, misplaced eclipse
could be accounted for as an

error in recording, but not the
whole series. Where was the
missing day? Professor Totten
told him ““You do not believe
the Bible to be the word of
God. Now 1s the time to test it.
Start reading in Genesis and
tell when you find the missing
day.”
So the astronomer began
toread, and read until he came
to Joshua 10:12-13, “Then
spake Joshuatothe Lord in the
day when the Lord delivered
up the Amorites before the
children of Israel, and he said
in the sight of Israel, Sun,
stand thou still upon Gibeon;
and thou, moon, in the valley
of Ajalon. And the sun stood
still, and the moon stayed, un-
til the people had avenged
themselves upon their ene-
mies. Is not this written in the
book of Jasher? So the sun
stood still in the midst of the
heaven, and hasted not to go
down about a whole day.”

... The relative positions
of the sun and moon were such
that the very day and year can
be established by astrono-
mers...”’

Some days later the two
friends met on the campus and
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professor Totten asked the as-
tronomer what he had learned.
He said he had absolute proof
that the Bible was not the
word of God: that Joshua had
said a whole day was lost, but
the eclipses showed that in the
days of Joshua only twenty-
three hours and twenty min-
utes were missing, and that if
the Bible made a mistake of
forty minutes it could not be
the word of an infinite God.
Professor Totten told him his
reasoning was good but sug-
gested that they reread the
passage; and they read,
“about a whole day.” The as-
tronomer admitted that this re-
opened the question, but
stated that there was still forty
minutes not accounted for.
Professor Totten suggested
that he continue his reading
and see if he could find the lost
forty minutes.

The astronomer contin-
ued until he came to Isaiah and
read that Hezekiah, king of
Judah, was sick unto death.
And Hezekiah prayed to God.
The Lord told Isaiah to tell
King Hezekiah that he would
live fifteen years longer, and
spoke further, “This shall be a
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sign unto thee from the Lord,
that the Lord will do this thing
that he hath spoken; behold, I
will bring again the shadow of
the degrees, which is gone
down in the sun dial of Ahaz,
ten degrees backwards. So the
sun returned ten degrees, by
which degrees it was gone
down’ (Isaiah 38:7-8).

And ten degrees on the
sun dial is exactly forty min-
utes on the clock. When the
astronomer saw this he bowed
his head and said, ‘Lord, I be-
lieve.” (Chronology of the Bi-
ble Augmented with Time
Prophecies by Elder M.
Harvey Seibel).

The Standard History of
the World by Israel Smith
Clare, published in 1928, re-
cords that the King of Babylon
also witnessed the backward
movement of the sun on his
sundial and sent an emissary
to King Hezekiah to enquire
of him concerning this matter.

The Bible that is accurate
in such great detail and is so
testified by the heavenly bod-
ies 1s beyond compare in any
secular literature known to
man.

“The second ANCHOR

DATE is shown by the cosmic
clock to fall in the year 1444
B.C., just 2555 years from the
fourth day of creation in 3999
B.C., which 2555 years be-
comes our FIRST-ORDER-
MAJOR-EVENT-SPAN of
high certainty” (Chronology
of the Bible Augmented with
Time Prophecies by Elder M.
Harvey Seibel).

According to Biblical
chronology a period of 2555
years elapsed from the crea-
tion of Adam from the dust of
the ground to Joshua’s long
day. Astronomy affords a like
amount of time from the align-
ment of planets around the sun
to the same celestial event in
the days of Joshua. This align-
ment could not have occurred
prior to the fourth day of crea-
tion for it was on that day that
the Lord set the sun and moon
in the firmament of heaven to
give light unto the earth. Yet
Adam was not created of the
dust of the ground until the
eighth day of creation, or the
day after God had rested from
all His work which He had
done. Thus whether one meas-
ures from the 4th or 8th day
the time remains the same as
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to the number of years down
to Joshua’s long day. This fact
argues strongly in favor of 24
hour creation days and not
thousand year ones. If not so
then the 4th day would meas-
ure 6555 years instead of 2555
years to Joshua’s long day.

My postulation for some
time has been that the creation
week 1s really a type and
shadow of the history of man
on the earth following. Since
a day with the Lord is a thou-
sand years and a thousand
years a day, then man is to
continue until 6 “one thousand
year’ days have expired. Then
would come the sabbath day
of rest in which the saints shall
live and reign with Christ for
a thousand years. This is the
time when the saints shall en-
ter into His rest. With this
thought in mind consider the
following:

“Let us hold fast the pro-
fession of our faith without
wavering; (for he is faithful
that promised;) And let us
consider one another to pro-
voke unto love and to good
works: Not forsaking the as-
sembling of ourselves to-
gether, as the manner of some
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1s; but exhorting one another;
and so much the more, AS YE
SEE THE DAY AP-
PROACHING” (Hebrews
10:23-25).

“But ye, brethren, are not
in darkness, that THAT DAY
should overtake you as a thief.
Ye are all the children of light,
and the children of the day:
we are not of the night, nor of
darkness. Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us
watch and be sober” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:4-6).

While it 1s true we cannot
know the day nor the hour, yet
we are told we may know
when it 1s near, even at the
doors. (See Matthew 24:33)
The two great signs we all
know. Luke tells us that in the
generation that Jerusalem is
no longer trodden down of the
Gentiles all things will be ful-
filled. Luke also tells us that
when conditions become as
Sodom and Gomorrah (the
days of Lot), Christ will come.
Likewise as it was in the days
of Noah, not only marrying,
giving in marriage, and eating
and drinking but that the earth
in his days was also filled with
violence. And so it is today.

It was the understanding
of many in the past that 6000
years would wind up the
world scene. The Jews taught
it in the Talmud. Likewise
Barnabas taught it in his epis-
tle as did Irenacus, one of the
early christian writers, about a
century later. Martin Luther
wrote that since a day with the
Lord equals a thousand years
as indicated in Psalm 94 and
creation took 6 days, then the
world should last 6000 years.
Then the 7th day would come
somewhere around 2000 A. D.
Consider the following curi-
ous scriptures:

“AND AFTER SIX
DAYS Jesus taketh Peter,
James, and John his brother,
and bringeth them up into an
high mountain apart, And was
transfigured before them: and
his face did shine as the sun,
and his raiment was white as
the light” (Matthew 17:1-2).

Perhaps it is no accident
that the scripture tells us that
‘after six days’ Jesus was
transfigured before them.
Could this have been a type
and a shadow of things to
come, namely, the coming of
Christ in His glory in the end

January 1995
8

of the world? Again:

“Come, and let us retumn
unto the Lord: for he hath
torn, and he will heal us; he
hath smitten, and he will bind
up. AFTER TWO DAYS
WILL HE REVIVE US: IN
THE THIRD DAY HE WILL
RAISE US UP, AND WE
SHALL LIVE IN HIS
SIGHT” (Hosea 6:1-2).

After two days (the two
millennia following Christ)
the gospel is restored ushering
in the times of refreshing from
the Lord. But on the third day
we shall be raised up (the res-
urrection and the millen-
nium). Perhaps this is why the
marriage at Cana (see below)
is said to take place on the
third day. Perhaps this was an-
other type and shadow of
greater things to come.

“AND THE THIRD

DAY THERE WAS A MAR-
RIAGE i Cana of Galilee;
and the mother of Jesus was
there:  And both Jesus was
called, and his disciples, to the
marriage” (John 2:1-2).

Whether the above are
types and shadows or not,
consider the following writ-
ings of antiquity:

Mot Gl
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“For in as many days as
this world was made, in so
many thousand years shall it
be concluded. And for this
reason the Scripture says:
“Thus the heaven and the earth
were finished, and all their
adornment. And God brought
to a conclusion upon the sixth
day the works that He had
made; and God rested upon
the seventh day from all His
works.” This is an account of
the things formerly created, as
also it is a prophecy of what is
to come. For the day of the
Lord 1s as a thousand years;
and n six days created things
were completed: 1t is evident,
therefore, that they will come
to an end at the sixth thousand
year’ (Irenaeus Against Here-
sies, The Ante-Nicene Fa-
thers, vol. 1, p. 557).

“Further, also, it is writ-
ten concerning the Sabbath in
the Decalogue which (the
Lord) spoke, face to face, to
Moses on Mount Sinai, ‘And
sanctify ye the Sabbath of the
Lord with clean hands and a
pure heart.” And He says in
another place, ‘If my sons
keep the Sabbath, then will 1
cause my mercy to rest upon

The Sabbath is men-
tioned at the beginning of the
creation (thus): “And God
made 1in six days the works of

them.’

His hands, and made anend on
the seventh day, and rested on
it, and sanctified it.” Attend,
my children, to the meaning of
this expression. ‘He finished
in six days.” This implieth
that the Lord will finish all
things in six thousand years,
for a day is with Him a thou-
sand years. And He Himself
testifieth, saying, ‘Behold, to-
day will be as a thousand
years.” Therefore, my chil-
dren, in six days, that is, in six
thousand years, all things will
be finished. ‘And He rested on
the seventh day.” This
meaneth: when His Son,
coming (again), shall destroy
the time of the wicked man,
and judge the ungodly, and
change the sun, and the moon,
and the stars, then shall He
truly rest on the seventh day.
Moreover, He says, ‘Thou
shalt sanctify it with pure
hands and a pure heart.” If
therefore, any one can now
sanctify the day which God
hath sanctified, except he is
pure in heart in all things, we
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are deceived. Behold, there-
fore: certainly then one prop-
erly resting sanctifies it, when
we ourselves, having received
the promise, wickedness no
longer existing, and all things
having been made new by the
Lord, shall be able to work
righteousness. Then we shall
be able to sanctify it, having
been first sanctified ourselves.
Further, He says to them,
“Your new moons and your
Sabbaths I cannot endure.’
Ye perceive how He speaks:
Your present Sabbaths are not
acceptable to Me, but that is
which I have made, (namely
this,) when, giving rest to all
things, I shall make a begin-
ning of the eighth day, that is,
a beginning of another world.
Wherefore, also, we keep the
eighth day with joyfulness,
the day also on which Jesus
rose again from the dead. And
when He had manifested Him-
self, He ascended into the
heavens™ (The Epistle of
Barnabas, chap. xv., The
Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 1.,
pp. 146-147)

Consider upon these
things: If the beginning of
creation was in the year 3999
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B.C. as indicated both by Bib-
lical chronology and astro-
nomical calculations, there
being no year zero as con-
firmed by the Hebrew calen-
dar, then the final year of the
sixth day would be the year
2001 A.D. But we are also told
that no man knows the day nor
the hour of His coming, how-
ever, as we learmed from the
above we would know when it
was near, that it would be in a
time when homosexuality ran
rampant, with violence filling
the earth, and that it would
occur in the generation in
which Jerusalem was no
longer under Gentile domin-
ion. We are further told that
when Jerusalem wasno longer
trodden down of the Gentiles
that it would mark the fulfill-
ment or end of Gentile times.
We are also told that when the
DAY OF THE LORD IS
NEAR it shall be the time of
the heathen (see Ezekiel 30).
Twin events occurred at
the beginning of our century
to bring about the fulfillment
of both these prophecies. Both
of these events occurred 1n the
same year- 1917 Foritwasin
that year that General Allenby

freed Palestine from the rule
of the Turks opening the way
for the establishment of a Jew-
ish homeland and ultimately
the Jewish nation of Israel in
1948. That same year also saw
the rise to power of atheistic
communism in Russia. The
religion of humanism has
since swept the world and to-
day permeates nearly every
aspect of life.

Though the end of 2001
A.D. must 1n all certainty
mark the end of the sixth day
and the commencement of the
seventh day we are further ad-
monished that except those
days (our time) be shortened
no flesh would be saved, but
for the elect’s sake those days
shall be shortened. Thus we
cannot pinpoint the exact year
in which Christ shall come,
only that it is near. However,
it 1s plausible, that in order to
complete the sixth day, that
the amount of time shortened
on this side of the millennium
could be the length of time for
the little season on the other
side of the millennium.

In conclusion it is evident
that there 1s little time remain-
ing. In this brief interval Zion
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must be established, a place in
which the saints shall find de-
liverance from the wrath to
come. This gospel of the king-
dom must also be preached in
all the world and will likely be
accomplished when the ‘few
servants’ shall go forth to
prune the vineyard for the last
time, along with one referred
to as the ‘marred servant’. On
the other hand we must wit-
ness the fulfillment of the
mark of the beast, the coming
of Gog to battle, and the con-
clusion of the time of Jacob’s
trouble, the time referred to as
the great tribulation.

From another perspective
we are presently living in the
latter end of the fifth seal, a
prophetic period of time com-
mencing, | believe, in 1830,
This 1s the seal in which John
“saw under the altar the souls
of them that were slain for the
word of God, and for the tes-
timony which they held. And
they cried with a loud voice,
saying, How long, O Lord,
holy and true, dost thou not

judge and avenge our blood on

them that dwell on the earth?
And white robes were given
unto every one of them; and 1t
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was said unto them, that they
should rest yet for a little sea-
son, until their fellow-ser-
vants also and their brethren,
that should be killed as they
were, should be fulfilled”
(Revelation 6:9-11). This is
the great tribulation seal. The
tribulation of the saints was
particularly severe in the early
days of the restoration, how-
ever the tribulation com-
menced 1n earnest with the
rise to power of the heathen in
1917. It 1s estimated that the
Papal power put to death be-
tween 50 and 100 million
christians during the 800 years
following the tenth century.
Upwards of 200 million have
been destroyed just since 1917
by the communist conspiracy,
with an estimated 50 to 100
million Chinese alone perish-
ing just since 1948, making
this century the worst century
in history for the tribulation
and slaughter of christians and
others. This tribulation was to
end with the opening of the
sixth seal, a period in proph-
ecy of the heavenly signs in
the sun, moon, and stars and
the appearance of the Son of
God in the heavens, a time

when all the tribes of the earth
shall mourn, a time when they
shall call for the rocks and the
mountains to fall upon them,
“For the great day of his wrath
1s come; and who shall be able
to stand” (Revelation 6:17).
See also Matthew 24. This
wrath 1s embodied in the sev-
enth seal and is referred to in
many other scriptures as being
the Day of the Lord, adark and
cloudy day, a day of thick
clouds, etc. It shall come as a
destruction from the Al-
mighty. The seven angels with
the seven trumpets of this sev-
enth seal shall pour out the
wrath of God upon the wicked
inhabitants of the earth and in
the process cleanse and make
ready the earth for the habita-
tion of Christ and His saints,
at which point the nations of
this earth shall become the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of
his Christ. During this time of
punishment the saints of God
shall find deliverance in both
Zion and Jerusalem and in the
remnant whom he shall call.
(See Joel 2.) In this latter ref-
erence we are told that those
same heavenly signs which
would terminate the great
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tribulation in Matthew 24 and
would usher in the great day of
his wrath in Revelation 6 are
the same signs which would
precede the great and terrible
day of the Lord.

It 1s my premise that since
God works in sevens, and
since the sounding of those
seven angel trumpets measure
over 5 years in accomplish-
ment for those for which the
time 1s given, then it is likely
that the remaining trumpets
will complete the seven years.
There 1s a prophecy in Daniel
that states, “‘Blessed 1s he that
waiteth, and cometh to the
thousand three hundred and
five and thirty days™ (Daniel
12:12). My father in his Chro-
nology of the Bible has deter-
mined this date to end in the
year 2005 A.D. Based on this
figure and based on the possi-
ble length of the day of wrath
described above, it 1s possible
that Christ appearance could
take place in 1997 or 1998.
Because of a dream had by
one, of a destruction to take
place 1n 1996, that date could
mark the conclusion of the
power of Babylon over the na-
tions of the earth. The coming
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of Gog, fulfilling the vision of
Washington, will purge this
land after which Christ will
come, ushering in the day of
judgment and wrath upon the
residue of the wicked. During
that time Zion will be estab-
lished providing deliverance

to the saints of God. ““And 1t
came to pass that I, Nephi,
beheld the power of the Lamb
of God, that it descended upon
the saints of the church of the
Lamb, and upon the covenant
people of the Lord, which
were scattered upon all the

face of the earth; And they
were armed with righteous-
ness and with the power of
God 1n great glory™ (1 Nephi
3:230).

Song Written

The time has come, oh ye my children,
To receive the way of choice.
Come, choose the way of your redeemer,

In His pathway to rejoice.

Come ye now, who do ye linger
As the hour grows more late?
For my path was made to walk in
Not to merely contemplate.

My laws, my statutes, and my judgments,

All of these be given you.

You will find they are sufficient
If you believe that they are true.

Zion waits, my heart is breaking

At this moment for all men;

For those who were to be their saviors
Haven’t cared enough for them.

on 02-07-93 By Stephen Gould

All the yearning, all the pleading,
Has it truly been in vain?
No! for I am God and [ am Holy

And my gospel will proclaim.

For I am pouring out my spirit
And great faith am giving free
To all who humbly seek my kingdom

And my glory yearn to see.

Won’t you give all of earth’s treasures

Give them and my kingdom build?
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First, give your heart, your soul, your service
All to Jesus truly vield.

Thus will Zion’s towers yet glitter
Brighter than the noonday sun.

When my kingdom’s come from heaven
My reign of Peace shall have begun.
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MY BOOK OF MORMON TESTIMONY

In my childhood, Mother
quoted many Scripture verses.
She spoke of a Book of Mor-
mon but didn’t quote from it.
Until I saw a copy, many years
later, I was not impressed. |
was six, when the first Bible
came into our home a King
James Bible. We didn’thave a
Book of Mormon.

My father was an itinerant
farmer. Because of frequent
moves, there was no opportu-
nity to establish church atten-
dance anywhere, until I was
seventeen. Then, I became a
Sunday school teacher in a
Methodist Church, where
Vance Harris was Sunday
school superintendent. Nei-
ther of us had joined a relig-
1on.

I'had never met my mater-
nal grandmother. She was
alone and decided to visit her
scattered children. She came
to our house in Nebraska, late
In my seventeenth summer.

She had a Book of Mormon.
My memory went back to
when Mother mentioned the
book, so I examined it. | read
excerpts. Over the two months
Grandmother was with us, 1
was so fascinated with her
book that 1t was all I could do
to lay it aside, when the occa-
sion demanded.

I learned from the book
that, to go to Heaven, one
must be baptized. | learned
that Christ’s Church must be
called by Christ’s name, the
Church of Christ. I kept learn-
ing from this very fascinating
book or record. Grandmother
left her Book of Mormon at
our house, when she returned
to her home in Oklahoma,
many miles distant.

The Church of Christ, de-
scribed by the Book of Mor-
mon, did not exist in our com-
munity nor in any surrounding
communities. I was deter-
mined to find it sometime,
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somewhere; and, when found,
I would be baptized.

I was engaged to Vance
Harris six months, when he
asked my preference in an
authority to perform our mar-
riage ceremony. [ suddenly re-
alized, although we worked
together in the Methodist
Church, both 1n Sunday
school and the young peoples’
organization, he really knew
nothing of my religious con-
victions. To answer his ques-
tion, I informed him we
needed to discuss something.

Apprehension of the re-
sult of my revelation to Vance
filled my soul; however, he
listened quietly, as I told him,
whoever married us must be a
Church of Christ minister. |
told him my intention to be
baptized, as the Book of Mor-
mon teaches and become a
member of the Church of
Christ. I wouldn’t let him or
anything interfere. 1 didn’t
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want to think that what I re-
vealed to him would make a
difference in our relationship.

Apprehension left me,
when Vance softly answered
that he had no intention of in-
terfering in my decisions. [
could not have asked formore,
when he inquired about the
book I mentioned. I gave him
Grandmother’s Book of Mor-
mon to read.

Grandmother wvisited us
again the fall of my eighteenth
year. She wanted very much to
attend a Church of Christ con-
ference in Independence, Mis-
souri, on her way home to
Oklahoma. It was the special
1929 October conference. |
hesitated about going, not
thinking of the advantage to
me, only of the time away

from home and Vance, two
weekends.

God’s ways were not to
be thwarted. Vance had been
reading the Book of Mormon
and asking questions. I related
Grandmother’s wishes to him.
His eyes twinkled, as he gave
me a plan. He traveled all of
Nebraska, in his work. He
suggested [ comply with
Grandmother’s wishes. He
would plan his travels to end
his week in extreme south-
eastern Nebraska. He would
join us on the weekend in In-
dependence. Going with
Grandmother could accom-
plish my acquaintance with
the Church of Christ; and,
when he joined me, my bap-
tism and our marriage. My
family approved and we car-

ried out our marriage plans
October 13, 1929. I was bap-
tized October 14.

After Vance came into the
Church of Christ, he was
asked by two of the ministry,
which of the two was most
influential in bringing him
into the Gospel? He replied,
“No man brought me into the
Gospel. I was converted by
Christ’s words in the Book of
Mormon.” As Paul said to the
Galatians, 1:12, “"For I neither
received it of man, neither was
I taught it, but by the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ. ”” That 1s
also my testimony.

Lois Harris, Georgeville,
Church of Christ,
Cowgill, Missourt

Example is the great thing
that defies the world with all its
vain glory; by letting their mod-
eration be known unto all men,
both in dress and in living; mn
words and in deeds; in watching
and 1n praying; in love and in
labor, and in works as well as in
faith, they (the Saints) preach

Editoral (continued)

the world a lecture, they set
the mquirer an example, and
teach all Christendom a les-
son, that studied preaching
and pulpit eloquence have
failed to accomplish.”

These words state the re-
sponsibility that we of the
Church have to pronounce to
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the world the fullness of the
Gospel that was restored upon
the earth in 1830. To be that
“sterling example™ to the
world. Let us all pray that the
Lord might guide and direct
and strengthen us as we en-
deavor to serve him this com-

mg year.
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N EWS

Greetings form the Ra-
venna Local,Michigan.

By the time this is in the
next Advocate the holidays will
be over. I hope that everyone
enjoyed getting together with
their family and friends, and that
everyone had a joyful Christ-
mas.

A few weeks ago we had a
visit from Jim and Emily Horn.
We were glad to see them once
again. Thanksgiving weekend
we also had a visit with Elder
Charles Brantner and his wife
Jean. They also came down to

spend Thanksgiving with their
family.

This Sunday the fourth of
December was our Sacrament
and 1t was a very foggy day so
we were very happy to have
Brother Ken and Sister June
Haines made it to our meeting.
They have a long way to travel
and it must have been hard driv-
ing in the fog. But I know that
God was with them all the way.

In one of Sister Marie
Piatt’s testimonies she said
something that I thought about
alot. She said “I don’t know

what I would do if someone said
to me, you either give up your
faith in the Lord, or your life.” |
just know what her answer
would be! I'm sure she would
say, “‘“Take my life because
withoutthe Lord I would haveno
life.” We should all feel this way
if we believe Heaven is a much
better place. Even the humblest
work for the Lord is a high call-
ng.

Reporter:

Norma Heith

THIS | KNOW

I do not know what next may come

Across my pilgrim way.
I do not know tomorrow’s road
Nor see beyond today.

BUT THIS T KNOW- My Savior knows

The path I cannot see,
And I can trust His hand
To guide and care for me.

I do not know what may befall
Of sunshine or of rain.

I do not know what may be mine

Of pleasure or of pain.

What will be best for me.

I do not know what still awaits
Or what the morrow brings,
but with the glad salute of faith

[ hail its opening wings!

FOR THIS I KNOW- that in my Lord
Shall all my needs be met,

And I can trust the heart of Him

Who has not failed me yet.

“The Lord knoweth them that are His”
2 Timothy 2:19.

BUT THIS I KNOW- My Savior knows

And whatso’er it be
Still I can trust His love to give
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Submitted by:
Sister Vida Filley
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES
The 1994 Ministers’ Conference {general membership) for the Church of
Christ will commence Sunday, Aprit 3. The business sessions will start at
9:00 AM., Monday, April 4. A Solemn Assembly will be held prior to the
conference, April 1 and 2. All services will be held on the Temple Lot,

The 1994 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church
of Christ will be held Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, August 10 through
12, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
Independence, Missouri 640510472

Price EacH
Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate:
Members (optional) ... $ 400
Non-Members ... 4.00
FOFBIGN .ot 4.50

Book of Commandments (hard bound) ...
Book of Commandments (plastic bound)...........
Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed ...
Book of Mormon (1908 Authorized Edition — Leather) ... 20.00
Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition — Cloth) ... 18.00
Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition — Leather} ... .

Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition — Missionary) ... 7.00
Book of Mormon Companion, A (hardbound) ... 12.00
Book of Mormon Companion, A (softbound) ... 500
Book of Mormon Concordance ... 800
Changing of the RevelaBons ... 50
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations ... 1.30

Historical Facts Concerning the Temple Lot ... 1.30
Marvelous Work and a Wonder, A — by Daniel MacGregor .. ... 3.50
Outline History of the Churchof Christ ... . e
Zion's Hymnal......... 12.00
Temple Lot Deed ... .
What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God ... 2.50

The balance of these General Church Publications are free of charge:™

Ancient Prophecies Fulfilled in 1830

Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Articles of Faith & Practice {Spanish)

Baptism for the Dead? - A Fallacy

Book of Mormon, The (tract)

Brief History of the Church of Christ, A

Cost of Salvation, The

Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
First Presidency or First Apostles?

God's Purpose in America

Great Plan of Redemption, The

Latter Day Restoration, The

Marriage for Time and Eternity? — A Fallacy

Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish)

Priesthood — Divine Authority

Principles of the Gospel, The — Baptism

Principles of the Gospel, The — Faith & Repentance
Principles of the Gospel, The — Laying on of Hands
Resurrection and Eternal Judgement

Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus

Synopsis, A (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
What about the Book of Mormon

What the Church teaches about Matrimony {Spanish)
Why? (Amplifies absence of a "First Presidency” in Scripture)
Zion and the Temple of the Lord

*NOTE: Donations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs.
(Multiple copies available: 6-50¢ / 100-$5.85 plus postage)

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS

Send orders for S5 materials to Debbie Vogel, 403 Colonel Drive Indep.,
MO 84050. All materials are free of charge to members of the Church of
Christ except as noted. Donations will be accepted to cover postage.
Bibie Stories to Grow By — 52 Lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7
Book in the Stone Box, The — About the Book of Mormon
Church History for Juniors — Includes a Teachers Guide
Jesus’ Life and Teachings — 4 Quarterlies for Ages 8-10
Who Am 17— Bible game on cards; free to Sunday Schools/$1.30 individuals.

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
Speed delivery of your Zion's Advocate by sending us your new address
immediately. Each undeliverable Jion's Advocate costs the church more than
the value of a first class stamp, In addition to regular postage,

ZION'S ADVOCATE
{(LUSPS 8993-0000)
P.O. Box 472
independence, Mo 84051-0472

Second Class Postage Paid
Independence, Mo 84051
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AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The following materials are available on loan to members of the Church
of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Committee:

Supe PRoOGRAMS WiTH Taren NaRRATION
Specify program(s) wanied, anticipated dates of use, and the make of
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in
the independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona, areas.
Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for your own
preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Committee, Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 472, Independence, MO 64051,

LAMP UNTO MY FEET, A (32 minutes) — Directed specifically toward
American Indian viewers, compiled from three other programs.

LIGHT AT EVENING (27 minutes) — Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christin the 1820's and 1830,

OUT OF THE DUST (45 minutes) — Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

RETURN, THE (12 minutes) — Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion" in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ, especially as
hoiders of Title io the previously dedicated Temple Lot.

Hoiy BcripTures OnN Aupio CasseTTe Tares
Complete sel narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testa-
ment and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron Tempie, 5621
Logan Rd., Kansas City, MO 64136. Specify which set is desired and the
estimated length of time you expect to use it.

Sermons ON Aupio CasseTTE TAPES
For a sermon on cassetie tape write to Mike Kelley, 1949 E. Libby St.,
Phoenix, AZ 85022, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Rd., Kansas City, MO
64136

PRIESTHOOD VISITATION

If you or someone you know {(member or non-mem-
ber) would like to be visited by a member of the
Priesthood of the Church of Christ, please call or
write to the Council of Apostles at Church Headquar-
ters in Independence. The phone numbers and
addresses are listed on the inside front cover.
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