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Editorial...

OUR GREAT TASK

By Elder Arthur G. Smith

“Train up a child in the way he
should go; and when he is old, he will
not depart from it”. Proverbs 22:6.

QOur one great responsibility to
our children 15 atask of enormous con-
cemn today, it 1s the teaching of our
children. As parents we are con-
fronted with the rejection of God and
the moral standards of the Word of
God m our school systems, be they
public or private. The public schools
are perhaps at the greater risk of being
invaded by the teaching of evolution as
a science when it is truly a theory.
Coupled with the doctrine of secular
humanism it i1s a formidable force in
the educational field. Text books must
be used in any school system and some
science courses must be taught to be
accepted as a standard requirement.
What can we do to protect our chil-
dren? How do we provide the basic
understanding that is needed to give
our children the knowledge they need
to make the wise choices we would
want. They will face in our modemn
world many strong ideas and philoso-
phies that could lead to sin against the
commandments of God as well as vio-
lation of the laws of the land.

The family is the basic unit of
government in our society and has al-
ways been from the beginning of time.

A strong family is the one that recog-
nizes discipline and obedience are the
first rules to be learned and applied.
Where do we find the standards by
which to guide us as parents? What did
we leamn from our parents? What was
their guide for conduct or lifestyle?

In my own family it was guided
by the principles and understanding
that was found in the Bible primarily.
The involvement in church and Sun-
day school provided the exercise and
practice of the basic teachings along
with the custom of prayer at mealtime
and bedtime at home. Reading the Bi-
ble was common and encouraged as a
necessary part of family life. What was
your experience when you were
young?

“This know also, that in the last
days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own selves,
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphem-
ers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, inconti-
nent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good, traitors, heady, high minded,
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
God; having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof: from such
turn away.” 2 Timothy 3:15,

How true this is in this time most
all agree is the “last days™. Our chil-
dren are the most vulnerable in our
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society so we need to be prayerful and
thankful to our God that we know a
way to bring up our children. It is when
they are young that they are the most
impressionable and follow peer pres-
sure and are lost to the church.

We are alarmed by the trends in
society that ignore or tend to devaluate
morals and life itself. Especially the
relegation of religion to a less than
respectful part of our heritage as a
nation. Civil rights and laws are the
rule of our society and the separation
of church and state is emphasized to
the extreme. Is it any wonder that vio-
lence and crime have teamed up to
overthrow the peace and security of
every family, community, and the na-
tion itself? Who is safe today? When
our children go to school afraid of
guns, knives, and drug dealers who is
to blame?

George Washington wamed in
his farewell address, ““Of all the dispo-
sitions and habits which lead to politi-
cal prosperty, religion and morality
are indispensable supports. And letus
with caution indulge the supposition
that morality can be maintained with-
out religion.”” What would he think, if
he were alive, of our dispositions and
habits? Would he be in favor of the
banning of prayers in our schools?

It is in the home that the educa-
tion process begins. Thus it is in the
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home that we can set the tone of edu-
cation that begins with the recognition
of God, the belief in Jesus Christ, and
the doctrine of salvation through the
gospel. We then must stress the under-
standing of the biblical creation as the
standard of our faith. The story of
creation of man and the fall of man are
inseparable. If the creation account in
the book of Genesis is not recognized
as true, then we must reject the fall of
man by sinning against the commands
of God. The belief in God as our crea-
tor becomes meaningless and of no
worth. This is the teaching ofthe athe-
1st and secular humanism.

*“ In the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth.” “° And God
saw every thing that he had made, and
behold ,it was very good. And the eve-
ning and the morning were the sixth
day.” Genesis 1: verses 1 and 31.

* So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God created he
him: male and female created he
them.” Genesis 1:27.

* And the Lord God formed man
of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul.” Genesis 2;
7.

“ But of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil, thou shall not
eat of 1t; for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shall surely dic.” Genesis
2:17.

“And unto Adam he said, Be-
cause thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the
tree, of which I commanded thee say-
ing, Thou shall not eat of it: cursed is
the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt
thou eat of it all the days of thy life;—
in the sweat of thy face shall thou eat
bread, till thou return unto the ground:
for out of it wast thou taken; for dust

thou art, and to dust shall thou return.”
Genesis 3: verses 17 and 19,

“ Now we see that Adam did fall
by partaking of the forbidden fruit,
according to the word of God; and thus
we see, that by his fall, (sin AGS ) that
all mankind became a lost and a fallen
people.”— “And afier God had ap-
pointed that these things should come
unto man, behold, then he saw that it
was expedient that man should know
concerning the things whereof he had
appointed unto them; therefore he sent
angels to converse with them, who
caused men to behold of his glory.”
— “Wherefore he gave command-
ments unto men, they having first
transgressed the first commandments
as to things which were temporal, and
becoming as gods, knowing good from
evil, placing themselves in a state to
act, or being placed in a state to act
according to their wills and pleasures,
whetherto do evil or to do good; there-
fore God gave unto them command-
ments, after having made known unto
them the plan of redemption that they
should do no evil, the penalty thereof
being a second death, which was an
everlasting death as to things pertain-
ing unto righteousness;” Book of
Alma, 9: verses 38,47 ,51-52.

It 1s obvious that a rejection of

such a scriptural position poses a risk
of total rejection of the concept of God
as our creator. How many times have
our children asked, ™ Where did |
come from?7” If our response is based
on our understanding of biology and
physical science, we might be correct
and in harmony with the public school
curriculum but miss the mmportant
spiritual understanding of the creation
by our God. How do you answer
them? What should they believe?
‘What happens to their faith in God and
the moral standards that should be their
guide? Even as important is the ques-
tion What are you responable for?

May God give us the wisdom and
the moral courage to meet our chil-
dren’s needs in the education of right-
eousness and upright living based on
our faith in the Holy Bibie and the
Book of Mormon, both of which
teaches that God created man w His
image. We can dono less and meetour
responsibility as parents and our faith
in God. We are the stewards of a pre-
cious gift from God, our children.
May the Lord help us to be faithful in
our stewardship and enjoy the bless-
ings that comes to families that are
bonded together i love.
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EXCUSED?

By Elder JOSEPH F. SMITH

“] came unto my own and my
own received me not: But unto as
many as received me, gave [ power
to do many miracles, and to become
the sons of god, and even unto them
that believed on my name gave |
power to obtain eternal life. And
even so I have sent mine everlasting
covenant into the world to be a light
to the world, and to be a standard
for my people, and for the Gentiles
to seek to it: and to be a messenger
before my face to prepare the way
before me. Wherefore come ye into
it, and with him that cometh I will
reason as with men in days of old,
and I will show unto you my strong
reasoning”’ Book of Commandments,
Chap. 48, ver. 9-13

The above is a portion of a reve-
lation given in Kirtland, Ohio, March
1831. It is a revelation containing an
abundance of information. However ]
want to concentrate on just this small
o
come unto my own and my own re-
ceived me not...”” When one considers

portion I have quoted above.

the meaning of this one statement
alone, you encounter a mountain of
information. Christ came to a portion
of Israel which was in Jerusalem, of
the tribe of Benjamin, of the tribe of
Levi, of the tribe of Juda. To say He
was totally rejected is of course not the
fact, many received Him and His
teachings, but as a whole, the nation
did not accept Christ nor His teach-
ings.

Luke 13 Ver 34&35 (I.T.) “This
He spake, signifying of his death And
in this very hour he began to weep over
Jerusalem, saying, O Jerusalem, Jeru-
salem, thou who killest the prophets,
and stonest them who are sent unto
thee; how often would I have gathered
thy children together as a hen her
brood under her wings, and ye would
not”

I wonder if Christ is shedding the
same type tears over us today, as we
“stone”” and “‘killest” the prophets by
our rejection of their words, both the
prophets of old and our modemn day
prophets. I wonder if He feels the same
rejection from us as we tend to turn

This then is the é
work that was as-
signed to those
early saints, and,
by virtue of our |
baptism into that é
Kingdom, this be-
comes our respon-
sibility today. “...to
be a light...”

away from His “marvelous work and
awonder” He has brought to us in this
restoration of the Kingdom of God.
We, who are “children of light”, set

April 1993
60

aside His directives, His purposes, His
work, His scriptures which He has de-
livered to us in these last days, because
we find some supposed fault, or error
brought about by the weakness of man.
I wonder.

I wonder if we have become
“doubting Thomases™ where we will
only believe IF we can touch the nail
prints and thrust our hands in the
wound in His side. Note the Words of
Christ to Thomas; John 20:29 (IT)
.. Thomas, because thou hast seen
me, thou hast believed, blessed are
they that have not seen, and yet have
believed.” How are we counseled to
come to Christ? Through physical evi-
dence; or by faith? If you want physi-
cal proof, take a good look at the Book
of Mormon, take a look at the history
of the restoration and the work God is
doing in these last days, take a look at
the prophecies in the scriptures and
how they are being, and have been
fulfilled. This Restoration and the
work of the Lord in these last days, is
in fulfillment of prophecies found n
the Bible and the Book of Mormon.

“But unto as many as received
me, gave I power to do many miracles,
and to become the sons of God, and
even unto them that believed on my
name gave | power to obtain eternal
life.”” What was restored in the begin-
ning of the Restoration that “‘gave
them power”’, or provided the means
whereby a person could become a
child of God? Was it not the authority
of the priesthood?

“While we were thus employed,
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praying and calling upon the Lord, a
messenger from heaven descended in
a cloud of light, and having laid his
hands upon us, he ordained us, saying
unto us upon you my fellow servants,
in the name of messiah, confer the
priesthood of Aaron, which holds the
keys of the ministering of angels, and
the gospel of repentance, and of bap-
tism by immersion for the remission of
sins, and this shall never be taken again
from the earth, until the sons of Levi
do offer again an offering unto the
Lord in righteousness. He said this
Aaronic priesthood had not the power
of'laying on of hands, for the gift of the
Holy Ghost, but that this should be
conferred of us hereafter.. “{Times
and Seasons vol. 3, No. 19, pp. 865,
866. Aug. 1842 )

John 1:11-13 (IT) “He came
unto His own, and His own received
him not, but as many as received him,
to them gave he power to become the
sons of God: only to them who believe
on his name”. Again we see this
phrase “power to become”. What
does this mean? Notice that by receiv-
ing Him, or by accepting Him alone,
does not bring salvation. Itonly brings
about the ability, or opportunity to be-
come the “sons of God”. This state-
ment infers there is yet work to be
done. The “‘powerto become™, means
that the door has been opened, one has
to walk through that door, and as it says
in 2nd Peter, 3: 18, “But grow in grace
and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Chnst.”” Once we are
born into the Kingdom of God we must
“ grow in grace”. What does grace
used in this statement of Peter repre-
sent? Does it not mean divine favor
towards man? If so, how do we grow
in divine favor? By obedience to
God’s Commandments.

:

Heb. Chap.. 6, versesland 2, (IT)
“Therefore not leaving the principles
of the doctrine of Chnst, let us go on
to perfection, not laying again the
foundation of repentance from dead
works, and of faith toward God, of the
doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of
hands and of the resurrection of the
dead, and of eternal judgment.”

“The principles”... What is a
principle? A principle is a fact that
makes a rule, or set of rules work. It is
what the function of the gospel of
Christ, the good news, depends on for

Awake, awake! Oh
Israel of these last
days, for you can-
not substitute a
plan of your own de-
vising to replace the
Lords plan.

3

success. The good news gospel of
Christ is built upon the above named
principles. Obedience to these princi-
ples are a part of that ““growing in
grace’” spoken of by Peter.

Going back now to the revelation
I quoted in the beginning of this article,
notice what He says in the 11th verse
... “And even so I have sent mine ev-
erlasting covenant into the world, to be
a light to the world, and to be a stand-
ard for my people.” Here Christ gives
the purpose of this modem day resto-
ration of the Kingdom of God. *“...tobe
a light to the world...”” This then is the
work that was assigned to those early
saints, and, by virtue of our baptism
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into that Kingdom, this becomes our
responsibility today. *‘..to be 3
light..”” A light can be a beacon that
shows the way through darkness. The
world around us is shrouded in dark-
ness, and we are the “light” that is to
shatter that darkness; But how does
our light shine.

Matt. 5:16-18 (IT) “Venly, ver-
ily, I say unto vou, I give unto you to
be the light of the world; a city that is
set on a hill cannot be hid. Behold, do
men light a candle and put it under a
bushel? Nay, but on a candlestick;
and it giveth light to all that are in the
house. Therefor let your light so shine
before this world, that men may see
vour good works, and glornify your
Father who is in heaven.”

How does our light shine”? Does
it glorify our Father which is in
heaven? Or does our light show a dis-
regard for His purposes, His work, His
words? If we reject His council, His
commandments, His Instruction for
this restoration work, are we a light to
the world? Or have we hidden that
light under a bushel of doubt?

“And to be a standard for my
people...”” Do we hold up that stand-
ard? Or are we ashamed of It, because
itwas delivered by revelation? Are we
willing to cast it aside because it has
become soiled and wrinkled by the
weakness of men. This standard that
the Gentiles are to “‘seek to”, 1s1tof no
worth? Awake Oh Israel, for the days
are few before the coming of the Mas-
ter, and who can abide the day of his
coming? The doubtful? Chap. 59,
verses 38 and 39. Book of Command-
ments, ** Buthe that doeth not anything
until he 1s commanded, and receiveth
a commandment with doubtful heart,
and keepeth with slothfulness, the
same is damned. Who am I that made
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man, saith the Lord, that will hold him
guiltless, thatobey notmy command-
ments.”

Awake, awake! Oh Israel of
these last days, for you cannot substi-
tute a plan of your own devising to
replace the Lords plan. This He will
not let stand. Zion will be established
according to the provisions that God
has established in the beginning of this
restoration work. He will perform the
purposes of His heart and will not ac-
knowledge any plans revised by man,
Soitis forusto “seek the old paths and
walk therein™.

Now notice the 13th and 16th
verses of the 48th chapter of the Book
of Commandments. “Wherefore come
ye into it, and with him that cometh |
will reason as with men in days of old,
and 1 will show you my strong reason-
ing... wherefore hearken and I will rea-
son with you, and I will speak unto you
and prophesy as unto men in days of
old...” But we must come into that
everlasting covenant, and HEARKEN
unto the Lord, before he will reason
with us. Not only must we come into,
but we must be willing to accept that

reasoning , and the provisions that He
establishes, as He delivered them, and
not try to mold them to suit our own
theories,

Luke; 14:16-20 (IT) ““Then said
He unto hum, A certain man made a

“Seek the
t  old paths

and walk
therein”.

great supper, and bade many; And sent
his servants at supper time to say to
them who were bidden, come, for all
things are now ready. And they all,
with one consent began to make EX-
CUSE {emphasis mine JFS) The first
said unto him, I have bought a piece of

ground, and I must needs go see it, |
pray thee have me excused. And an-
other said, I have bought five yoke of
oxen, and I go to prove them; I pray
thee have me excused. And another
said, I have married a wife, therefore |
cannot come.”

A great supper has been prepared
here in these last days. It is A feast of
knowledge, A feast of wisdom, and
partaking thereof leads us to eternal
life and perfect joy in the presence of
our Lord. His servants: have been sent
out and have called to them “WHO
WERE BIDDEN". How have you an-
swered? Are the events of this world
more important? Are you able to hear
the call from His servants? Or does the
buzzing of your own mind drown out
that call? Have vou hearkened to the
words of God? Or have you chosen
the supposed greater wisdom of the
world? Whose servants are you listen-
ing to?

“Let us hold fast the profession
of our faith without wavering; for He
is faithful that promised”. Heb. 10:23

am &

1 stood alone at the bar of God-
In the hush Or the twilight dim,

And faced the question that pierced my heart

“What will you do with Him?”

Crowned or crucified?, which shall it be
No other choice was offered to me.

1 locked on the face so marred with tears

That were shed in His agony:

The look in His kind eyes broke my heart

Twas so full of love for me.

“The crown or the cross™ it seemed to say

CROWNED OR CRUCIFIED

“For or against me, choose thou today!”’

He held out His loving arms to me

While He pleadingly said, “Obey!”

“Make Me thy choice, For I love thee s0.”

And I could not say Him nay.
Crowned or crucified this must be;

No other way was open to me.

Florence E. Johnson

With permission from
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Quiet Echoes
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Path Lights

A CHILD'S PRAYER

For several years Jerry has worked out of state, off and on. This year he is in state, and we got drawn for Elk,
20 miles from our house. We loaded the camper, three kids, and the dog and headed out, after prayer. The kids and
I would stay from Wednesday through Sunday and Jerry would stay the following week if he had to. Opening moming,
Friday, we got some shots off and missed. Saturday, we were looking for an acquaintance and met a group who
hunted with telescope and walkie talkies. They told us where some big herds were. This was a blessing. Saturday
afternoon, we climbed a steep knoll in the truck, walked around the top and spotted a herd at the bottom. We shot,
he was hit. Jerry, Ben, and Karli went to go find him. Janna and I went and got the truck to drive back out to the
highway and drive around to the other side. There was no road where I needed to go, so I made my own. AsIwas
going, we went right past the elk, who stood up and then dropped again. We thanked the Lord, parked the truck and
went and found Jerry. He could not believe the elk got that far. I don’t think we ever would have found him on our
own. The blood trail ended on the other side of a fence. His leg was blown off, no meat was ruined. We were able
to go home Sunday. Jerry did not have to miss any more work. The kid’s prayer was answered, we got an elk, no one

was hurt, and the truck survived many challenging roads. My thanks for a happy moment in this fleeting life.

Kathy Cloyd
Arnzona

Hymn written on 06/16/91 by
Stephen S. Gould, under the impress
of the Holy Spirit, and guidance of
the Lord Jesus Christ; written as a
preface for Priest Peter P. Gould’s
sermon, delivered that evening at the
East local of the Church of Chnst
(TL), Independence, MO, Sang by
Stephen S. Gould and sister Shirley
Mason, to the tune of the “Admoni-
tion”.

1) Hear a word of timely wam-
ing; Church of Christ your bride-
groom speaks. Hear and listen, yield
obedience, for your good He truly

seeks. From your hearts cast out

Hymn

each 1dol, all that keeps you separate.
Learn to love your brother truly,
friends in Christ to covenant.

2) I have spoken for your guid-
ance, once, yea thrice, now once
again. Judgment at this house com-
mences, none shall stand who walk
as men. Will vou heed my camest
pleading, he who bled and died for
you, That you might withstand the
buming of my Father’s presence {oo.

3) Seeck ye out all my com-
mandments, all my words I've given
to you. Each will lead to your deliv-
erance; precious promise, Holy, true.
I have chosen you my people, for this
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reason now I speak. Yet if you will
not obey me then another I shall seek.
4) I shall give you time, a sea-
son, shake yourselves from slumber
deep, lest I take from thee my honor,
you from my land completely sweep.
Now, ves now , today make answer.
Search your heart this very hour. |
shall not long wait your answer, o
withhold my day of power.

Stephen S. Gould
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Teatify to the Truth o the Bouk

1
|
|

By Apostle Donald Mcindoo.

In the sixth century before Christ
Jacob prophesied of the resurrection:
“And the grave must deliver up its
captive bodies, and the bodies and the
spirits of men will be restored, one to
the other; and it is by the power of the
resurrection of the Holy One of Israel
(2 Nephi 6:2930).”

Many critics of the Book of Mor-
mon point to such Old Testament pas-
sages as being anachronistic since,
they claim, such concepts as immortal-
ity and the resurrection had no place in
Jewish thought during old Testament
times. Is this really true? 1If so, it
would prove to be a stumbling block
for many in accepting the Book of
Mormon. Yetwe have every reason to
believe that the concept of the resur-
rection existed in ancient times. Job,
one of the oldest of sacred books, is
authenticated by the prophet Ezekiel
and by James, and Job’s testimony 1s a
powerful affirmation of an early belief
in the resurrection:

“For | know that my redeemer
liveth, and that he shall stand at the
latter day upon the earth; and though
after my skin worms destroy this body,
yet in my flesh shall I see God ... (Job
19:25-26).”

The historian, Steinsaltz' |
speaking of the period of the Greek
occupation of Israel which began in
the fourth century B.C., tell us “The
Sadducees also rejected several tenets
of faith accepted by the Jewish peo-

ple of the time (emphasis mine- dem)
belief in the immortality of the soul, in
heavenly reward, and in the resurrec-
tion of the dead.” This authority con-
firms that the concept of the resurrec-
tion was common among the Israelites
in the Old Testament era.

And in America we also find the
ancient Indian people were familiar
with such beliefs, just as we would
expect. The historian of the Maya,
Bishop de Landa 2 , writes: ““These
people have always believed in the
immortality of the soul...”

Warren and Ferguson 3 write of
an ancient Mixtec codex from Mexico.
A codex is a book that folds like a
folding screen, and this codex was sent
to Spain by Cortes in 1519. They say,
“Page 4 of the Codex Nuttall shows
two deities in death bundles.... Their
descent into the underworld and then
their emergence from the underworld
are also depicted. Scenes of the death
and resurrection are not unknown in
other Mesoamerican codices. But
what makes this scene compelling is
the identity of the god - Quetzalcoatl
{the bearded white God of the Amen-
cans whom we equate with Chnst-
dem)- and the calendar date of the
event — A D. 307

S0 we find the concepts of im-
mortality and the resurrection in Old
Testament times in both the Old World
and the New as the Book of Mormon
would teach us to expect. Also, as one
would anticipate, the resurrection is
identified in both the New World and
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the Old World with the Redeemer of
mankind, Jesus Christ.

This redemptive work of Christ,
as known to some of the tribes, is beau-
tifully portrayed in the legends of
Quetzalcoatl. Waters 4 sumsit up with
these words: **... Quetzalcoat]l ob-
tained the bones and ashes of dead men
from the god of the underworld and
sprinkled them with his own blood,
creating a new race of men; hence
Caso* regards him as the father and
creator of men. Thus he redeemed man
from death, becoming, as Sejoumé**
states, the Redeemer. The meaning of
all versions is the same, the redemp-
tion of man by sacrifice....”

* Caso, Alfonso, The Agecs:
people of the sun.

** Sejourné, Laurctte, Burning
water.

1. Steinsaltz, Adin, The LEssen-
tial Talmud, p. 21.

2. Pagden, A.R., Diego de
Landa’s account of the Affairs of Yu-
catan, p. 93.

3. Warren, Bruce, and Ferguson,
Thomas, The Messiah in Ancient
America, p. 64.

4. Waters, Frank, Mexico Mys-
tique: The Coming Sixth World of
Consciousness, p. 135
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Holy Ghost

By Eder Forest E. Maley

Republshed from Zion’s Advocate
Jan. 1958

There 15 a present crying need
for the greater gifts of the Holy Spirit
in our individual lives and in the life
of the Church of Christ. By Holy
Spirit we mean that to which the
scriptures refer as the Holy Ghost, the
Comforter, the Spint of God.

The effectual working of the
Spirit through you in your life 13 the
very key to unlock your every prob-
lem. Other considerations are secon-
dary. Those who have the Spint have
all. Those who do not have it, have
nothing. There 15 a reason.

The Spint is as a lamp at your
feet. By its illuminating power you
can appraise all things and all situ-
ations of spiritual importance with
accuracy. This will enable vou to
make wis¢ choices, the result of
which will be great benefit to yourself
and to others.

The presence of the Holy Sparit
1s a matter of delicate balance. You
may not at first notice that it 1s there.
It comes and goes by the grace of God
according to the place vou make for
it in your heart and mind. It does not
always express itself in the same way
nor appear in the same form each
time.

You may not obtain the Holy
Spirit by means of feverish pursuit,
for it will elude you. Yet, in a mo-
ment of quietness it may come to you

and rest upon yvou unexpectedly. Itis
easily offended and may leave you at
once over a matter you might think
msignificant. Spintual ground once
lost 1s regained only after a long hard
struggle.

The Holy Spint cannot be
bought with money, tears, argument,
debate, conference action, referen-
dum, nor by flights of fanciful reason-
ing into the stratosphere of specula-
tive theology. The ancient sage may
miss it while the simple hearted joy in

its presence.

lamyp at

|
s |

your feet. i

You cannot borrow the Spirit,

nor can it be loaned. The parable of
the ten virgins, some of whom had o1l
in their vessels, may well have been
aimed at this point. If you are in the
proper condition and in the place
where the Spirit 1s present and work-
ing among the people, vou may leam
to recognize it and enjoy its workings
likewise.

The presence of the Holy Spinit
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is not to be bargained for but a thing
to be won; yet you never know ahead
of time how much effort will be re-
quired to win it. Itis athing to cherish
and nourish. It 1s an influence unto
which to submit your will once it
begins to have sway in your heart and
mind.

Regardless of how delicate a
matter it 1s, the presence of the Holy
Spint and its workings 15 very neces-
sary to the Christian in daily living
and growing in favor with God.

Without the Spint to enlighten
vour thinking yvou become a prey to
Satan and become a victim of your
own, and other people’s whims and
fancies. Without it, you may allow
vourself to become led nto a place or
condition of spiritual desolation out
of which it is extremely hard to find
your way. Without it, the glitter of
the things of the world may blind vou
so that you cannot see plainly the
things vou ought to do, nor the true
value of the ideas the various forces
in the world are trying to “‘sell” vou.
Without it you may find yourself
spending your efforts for things of no
worth.

Without the influence of the
Spint in vour life, the sweet, the sing-
ing, quality of living 1s gone; leaving
you a drab, dull, fretful and futile
existence filled with those things
which do not bring lasting satisfac-
tion nor peace—a virtual wilderness
of unrest and anxiety.

There 1s no way to measure the
Holy Spinit, nor the precise degree of
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it’s presence. One person may be able
to sense the presence of the Spint
somewhat and know the approximate
measure of its strength. Even so, the
next person in the same room may be
unaffected by its presence, or sense it
to a greatly different extent. This is
due to the great varation in different
people’s response to the Spirnit.

Identifyving the Holy Ghost and
distinguishing it from other spirits is
not always easy. There also is the
spirit of Satan and there is the spint
of man both of which exhibit them-
selves in various ways.

If your acquaintance with the
Holy Ghost 1s small, you may easily
be deceived into accepting the substi-
tute or counterfeit spirit which the
powers of darkness stand ready to
supply. A counterfeit 1s charac-
terized by the fact that it nearly dupli-
cates the genuine article, which is
intentional in order to defraud. If
there were no similarities, the coun-
terfeit could be readily detected and
rejected.

Your only hope of safety lies in
knowing the Holy Spint well, even to
the point of becoming an expert. Then
you can compare any spirit with your
knowledge of the Holy Spirit, then
accept or reject.

Misguided human zeal and im-
patience can frequently fog the dis-
cernment God gives you, and you
may be induced not to check thor-
oughly enough, and thereby accept a
spirit as being divine after only a
check of one or two points. Being in
a hurry for a spintual manifestation
can be a veritable trap.

The Scriptures give you many
identifying “‘earmarks” of the Holy
Spirit. One place indicates that no one
speaking by the Holy Spint will call

Jesus Christ accursed. That is not the
only “carmark.” Another place
shows that the true Spirit brings peace
and assurance. The Holy Spint is
hight and comes from above. Those
spirits which are dark, and come from
beneath, are of another kind.

Some years ago, a brother had
an expenence which began by the
visitation of a spirit which came to
him 1n dark clothing, in darkened sur-
roundings. It came up into his room
from the lower part of the house, if we
are correctly mformed, and struck
him on the shoulder with such force
as to make 1t sore for some time afier-
ward. The continued visitation of
this personage led to defection and
loss to the church of nearly half its
membership at that fime.

Another brother, who is still ac-
tive in the church, related to us an
experience in which, as we remember
it, a vertical shaft of light appeared,
during the night, in his room. A per-
sonage descended down this shaft of
light and stopped just above the floor,
and gave him counsel which was
greatly needed; then retumned up the
shaft of ight.

King Saul had an experience
with a spirit which was called up from
somewhere beneath. Korthor in the
Book of Mormon was deceived by a
satanic angel who passed himself off
as an angel from God. Alma 16:67.
The Bible tells us that Satan will try
to appear as an angel of light in order
to try to deceive the very elect.
Therefore, care must be used at all
times lest vou, for the sake of expedi-
ency, submit yourselfto the influence
of just any spirit which may present
itself to you.

I John 4:1 tells you not to be-
lieve every spint, but to test them, to
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see if they really are from God.

Once the Holy Spirit rests upon
you, never {ry to take control of it .
to make it do what you want. Itisnot
a plaything, nor a mere religious cu-
riostty. It is the very power of Chris-
tian life.

If you try to control the Holy
Spinit, it will flee from vou, and 1m-
mediately, another and counterfeit,
spirit may present itself, seeming, at
first thought to be a continuation of
the former spirit. It 1s by far the best
thing for the Holy Spirit to take con-
trol of the one on whom 1t rests, to
lead and guide and inform and en-
courage.

On the other hand, if you
quench, restrict, reject, or neglect the
Spirit, you have lost it hikewise. You
can suppress the presence of the
Spiritin you, but you cannot make its
presence greater by your own con-
scious will. If you quench it, you
have lost it, and if you try to force 1t
vou have lost it also. However, the
latter instance 1s the more dangerous.
It is like many things we know in this
life which not only can produce good
if used intelligently, but which also
have a great potential for bad if mis-
used.

The Spint, if neglected, will
produce a spiritual dry rot, which is
not always noticeable to the victim
nor to those about him or her. Having
once been close to the “light”, there
is a greater responsibility and obliga-
tion laid upon those, so blessed,
which comes not to others. Having
once been close to the Spint and en-
joved it, you may suffer untold dam-
age and loss by moving away from 1t
or by neglecting it.

Among the fruits and evidences
of the Holy Spint is peace and assur-
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ance. There is no wild excitement
nor hubbub, nor ostentatious dramat-
ics. The true Spirit brings humility.
The Spirit does not always bring a
revelation or a prophecy. It may
bring truth to your mind in a forceful
and unforgettable manner, which
truth you may have formerly consid-
ered commonplace. It may appeal to
the hearts of individuals to praise
God. It may wam you of present
perils you do not recognize. It may
warn you of perils to come.

The Holy Spirit may bring you
a warm, peaceful, cared-for feeling.
It may bring you an admonition in
your mind, or through the mouth of

another person. It may bring you
calm courage in the face of trouble
and adversity. It may heal your ailing
body or sickened mind. It may pro-
tect you from harm. It may bring you
many a blessing in time of need. It
may give you a vision of things past,
present, or future.

The Spirit may place in the heart
and mind of a preacher the very
words that someone present needs. It
may prompt another to repentance,
and to further righteous activity. It
may melt down stubbornness and
pride. It may fumish you with useful
and important information otherwise
unavailable to you.

It may alight as a dove, or as
flames of fire, or a personage, or give
a sense of its presence.

This, then, is the Spirit of God,
the Holy Ghost, the Holy Spirit. De-
sire its presence in your life. Plead
for it. Pray for it. Patiently wait for
it. When you receive it, or am in-
crease of it, respond to it. Giveita
large place in your life and let it lead
vou 1o life etemal.

Without the Spirit of God, the
church and vour Christian endeavor
is valueless.

With the Spirit of God you are
rich beyond measure,

MWas :ﬂﬂzéeph Smith a Prophet

Republished from Zion’s Advocate
January, 1959

During the year 1823 Joseph
Smith as a boy fourteen years of age,
attended a union revival meeting of
three different churches. While at-
tending those meetings he became
concerned about his eternal welfare,
and was, with others converted.
When the revival was concluded and
the dividing ofthe converts was being
considered, the various churches be-
gan to contend as to who should profit
from the revival, or have the converts.
Joseph Smith, the lad, became con-
fused until he did not know what to
do, or which church to join. While in
this state of mind he found the state-
mentinJames 1.5, “If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that

giveth to all men liberally, and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given
him.” (Let me remind you that
Joseph was a boy fourteen years of
age, and then look around at the boys
you know, and if you wish pick out
the brightest among them, and ask
yourself if he or any of them would
be able to make up a story equal to the
one that Joseph told.)

Joseph tells us that he wentto a
quiet place on his father’s farm, a
secluded spot in the woods, where he
could put the advice of James to the
test. As he prayed he was seized by
apower which entirely overcame him
so that he thought he was about to be
destroyed, but he exerted himself to
pray. As he did so he saw a light
above him, and he was released from
the power that was about to crush
him. In the light were two person-
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ages. One spoke to him, pointing to
the other and saving, ““This is my
beloved Son, hear him.” Joseph had
come to ask which of the churches he
should join as he had no idea that all
were wrong. He was told to join none
of them because their creeds (feach-
ings) were wrong, but ifhe would live
right and be obedient he would be
used as an instrument to give to the
world the gospel as it was taught by
Christ and the apostles of old.

Remembering that Joseph was
but a boy of fourteen and was consid-
ered by his neighbors as unleamed
and illiterate, for him to claim to have
had a heavenly visitation was prepos-
terous to those of hus day.

Following this experience he
talked with the minister of the church
of his choice, and told him of his
experience with the heavenly mes-
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senger. To his surprise his story was
not believed but was derided and,
from that time onward, he was perse-
cuted.

The above experience was had
in the year 1820, and, due to the per-
secution that he met, the lad became
discouraged and did things he should
not have done as boys of that age
would do. Later, during the year
1823, he was visited by an angel who
was clothed in an exceeding white
robe, who appeared to him in his
room after he had retired for the night.
The angel gave him instructions con-
ceming what the Lord wanted him to
do. Two more times the angel re-
turned and repeated his instructions.
(We must remember that Joseph
Smith was human, and this was anew
experience for him). We are told that
twelve hundred and sixty years had
passed since there had been revela-
tions from God to man: that the heav-
ens had been sealed against man. In
the light of this it was not unthinkable
to the religious leaders to be told by
an unleamed lad that he had heav-
enly visitations in which he was told
that they were not teaching the doc-
trine of Christ.

It might be well to open your
Bible to Rev. 14:67, ““And [ saw an-
other angel fly in the midst of heaven,
having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the
earth.” Read also Rev. 1:1, “The
Revelation of Jesus Christ, which
God gave unto him, to shew unto his
servants things which must shortly
(in the future) come to pass; and he
sent and signified it by his angel unto
his servant John.” The Book of
Revelation is prophecy conceming
the future, not of past events. The
angel was to fly (come) in the midst

of heaven, and was to bring the gospel
to be preached to them that dwell on
the carth.

For an angel to bring the gospel
to earth after the time when John lived
indicates that it must have been taken
away; for Christ preached the gospel
when he was here as well as did those
whom he sent out for he said, “Go ye
into all the world and preach the gos-
pel.”

Joseph Smith is the only man
that has come making the claim that
an angel came to him and committed
to him the gospel to be preached to all
men. During the years from 1820 to
1830 and later there came to Joseph
Smith revelations or instructions for
the building up of the church and the
calling of men to go out and preach
that gospel which the angel carried to
earth. Many thousands have heard
and believed in the mission of Joseph
Smith, and have testified to its divine
origin. But now, after a hundred and
thirty-eight years we have those who
claim to believe in a Restoration, and
the Book of Momon, who would
discredit the work and the man by
telling the people that there is nothing
to those revelations that came to
Joseph Smith.

It is true that Joseph Smith made
mistakes. He would not have been
human had he not. Many men before
have been deceived at the approaches
of Satan who had the power to appear
as an angel from heaven, as an angel
of light.

Think of the inexperience of
Joseph as to things spiritual or spiri-
tual manifestations. It was some-
thing new to the world and they were
not familiar with the workings of the
different spirits. It was no more of a
disgrace for Joseph Smith to have
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been deceived, than it is for men to-
day. Men have been honestly de-
ceived, and that would apply to
Joseph.

Few men have faced adversity,
and persecution as did Joseph Smith.
He was accused of most every crime
of his day. He was arrested and cast
into prison and was many times tried
for supposed crimes, but never once
was he convicted. He was persecuted
even to death and few men have given
more for the cause of Christ than did
Joseph.

It is a bit late in the day to dis-
credit the work of a man who gave all
he had to bring to mankind the gospel.

I once said to a Methodist min-
ister that I thought it cowardly to at-
tack a man who had been dead for
years and unable to come to his own
defense. And I can say it now, that |
think it cowardly and very unkind to
smear the reputation of a man who
died for what he believed, cven
though he had made some mistakes.
I presume if it were possible that we
could have lived as close to the time
of Jeremiah, Isaiah, or the apostles
chosen by Christ that we might have
seen where they too made mistakes
and, possibly been deceived. Itisno
more surprising that Joseph Smith
had a heavenly visitation than it was
for Saul of Tarsus. There is nothing
known of the life or incidents in the
life of Paul following his seeing the
heavenly vision. We have only his
writings to the various churches of his
time in which he gave them instruc-
tions and, in some cases, a rebuke.

Prophets of all ages were put to
death because they came in the name
of the Lord. Which of the apostles
gave more for the cause of Christ than
did Joseph Smith?
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It has come to my attention that
there are those who would discredit
the organic structure of the church;
namely, Apostles, prophets, etc. Ifit
be true that there are no apostles, etc.,
then the claim for a restored church
falls flat, and no restoration has come
and the angel of John has not yet
come. If that be true, then we must
discard much of the Bible and the
Book of Mormon. Chnist gave the
gospel to the people of hisday and, in
order that the gospel might be
preached, he chose twelve and called
them apostles, and sent them forth,
and he chose other seventy and sent
them forth also. Just before he as-
cended into heaven he instructed his
ministry, “Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.” And we find Paul said, “God
set in the church, first apostles, sec-
ondarily prophets, etc.” 1 Cor. 12:28.
We find when Christ came to this
land, he set up his church and placed
in it officers, or working parts. Oh,
some may say, he did not have apos-
tles, they were called disciples. Nev-
ertheless there were twelve and they
were sent to preach. Why stumble
because of a name or title: are we not
all disciples?

As a boy of fifteen I came in
contact with the gospel of the Resto-
ration. Ibelieved it and was baptized
in opposition to the wishes of my
mother, who forbade me being bap-
tized. 1disobeyed her and, on a cold
January day, I was baptized, being the
only one of my mother’s family who
obeyed the gospel. Believe it or not,
1 received a personal assurance of the
truth of the Restoration and of the
divine mission of Joseph Smith; nor
have I had any reason after almost
seventy-three years to change my

mind, Ibelieve the gospel as restored
through the instrumentality of Joseph
Smith, and that as in the days of
Christ, the Church of Christ must
have in it the same officers or minis-
ters that were in it when he first
brought it into being, God being un-
changeable. Therefore his church
must the same in all ages.

We are told that there are many
spirits abroad in the world; “Beloved,
believe not every spint, but try the
spirits, whether they be of God; be-
cause many false spirits are gone out
in to the world.” I John 4:1. ““To the
law and to the testimony; if they
speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them.”
Isa. 8:20.

If all that was given Joseph
Smith is false, and of no value, then
the Book of Mormon comes underthe
same ban, and is of no value and, like
the rest, should be discarded. The
entire restoration, including the Book
of Mormon, is predicated on the pro-
phetic mission of Joseph Smith. To
discredit all revelation that came
through him would destroy the entire
movement. To class Joseph Smith
with such leaders as Mohammed is
very unfair. No doubt Mohammed
had some truth, else he could not have
been successful in deceiving. Adam
and Eve, while without sin in the Gar-
den of Eden, were deceived: Satan
quoted the words of the Lord and,
with just the addition of one word
“NOT” he caused Eve to disobey
God, and you, dear reader, know the
results.

It is true that because of man not
being acquainted with the working of
the two forces and that coupled with
human weakness, as it was with
Adam, they were deceived and errors
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found place in the church during the
early days. Let me repeat, those men
were not experienced in spiritual re-
vealments and, as stated, Satan had
power to transform himself into an
angel of light and pass himself, orone
of his emissaries, off as an angel from
God and, as a result changes and er-
rors crept into the church. Satan did
not want the Restoration to succeed,
so he passed himself off as an angel
from heaven. By so doing, he suc-
ceeded in causing the changes to be
made in the revelations and thus inthe
organic structure of the church. Be-
cause of this a rebuke was given by
revelation on September of 1832,
**And your minds in times past have
been darkened because of unbelief,
and because you have treated lightly
the things you have received, which
vanity and unbelief hath brought the
whole church under condemnation.”
Doctrine and Covenants 38:8, or
Utah Edition 51:58. Thus, just a litile
over two years had passed since the
Church of Christ was organized, we
find condemnation rested on the
whole church. Read the rest of the
paragraph, then take a look at history
and, for yourself, leamn if that revela-
tion was true, for we find the judg-
ment and scourge did come, and the
church was broken up into many
parts. So it is with the Restoration
today: “Return unto me, and I will
return unto you," is as vital today as
it was in the days of Malachi.

Yes, Joseph Smith allowed mis-
takes to come into the church (he saw
his mistakes prior to his death and
admitted the mistakes and sought to
correct them but was killed before he
could and by those who should have
been his friends). Why not give to
Joseph Smith the same consideration
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that is given to others; he too was
human.

It is only in recent years that we
find those who would discredit
Joseph Smith and his work, and we
might say, in the language of John,
“Try the spirits, whether they be of
God.”” Satan is still on the loose, and
doing all he can to deceive. Do not
be too hasty to discredit a man who
has given his all that the gospel could
be had as it was in the days of Christ.
When Joseph, as a lad, went into the
woods to ask of God he had no idea
but that one of those churches were
right and that he should join one. He
was told to join none of them because
their creeds (teachings) were wrong,
and in a study of the creds of those
days, the various teachers were tell-
ing the people that there was just
heaven and hell, and if you did not get
to heaven you would go to hell, and
that was the end as you would never

get out but would bum throughout all
eternity. That was a wrong teaching
as it is not in the Bible. Ibelieve God
is fair, and that he will treat mankind
justly: that men will be punished or
rewarded according to what they do.
Even the laws of our nations do that.
The Bible and the Book of Mormon
so teaches. Only those who sin
against the Holy Ghost will be cast
into outer darkness, that being where
God is not. ““God is love.” He is not
spiteful, nor is He cruel to the extent
that just because of a failure to hear
and understand the gospel, men
would have to go to a place of ever-
lasting punishment of eternal fire.
Joseph Smith represented God
as being a God of love; merciful, kind
and long suffering, and though men
would have to pay for their wrongs
and, as God put it, they would be cast
into prison and would not come out
till the uttermost farthing was paid,

Matt. 5:25, Christ saw they would
come out. So, 1tis with the law of cur
land, there 15 a difference in what is
termed crimes, and the punishments
are meted out accordingly. Could the
laws of the land be more fair and just
than the laws of God?

Why not be as fair in regards to
the mission of Jesus Chrnist today as
when he was among men? Why not
be as fair with Joseph Smith as with
the prophets of ancient times?

Every effort put forth to dis-
credit Joseph Smith discredits the en-
tire Restoration, and thus 1t is made to
be a deception.

“Come, let us reason together,
saith the Lord.”

Yours for truth,

Wm. F. Anderson

&m.’i
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Sermon by Elder Joseph Luff

(about 1902)

<, MOD

BLOCK

(Part 1 of 3)

“Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep’s cloth-
ing, butinwardly they are ravening
wolves. Ye shall know them by
their fruits.” Matt. 7: 15-16.

“This wisdom have I seen also
under the sun, and it seemed good to
me: There was a little city, and few
men within it: and there came a great
king against it, and besieged it and
built great bulwarks against it. Now
there was found in it a poor wise man,
and he by his wisdom delivered the
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CRIN STUMBLING

city; vet no man remembered the
same poor man. Then said I, Wisdom
is better than strength; nevertheless
the poor man’s wisdom is despised,
and his words are not heard.” Ecc.
9:13-16.

The fortunes of fate of revealed
truth seem to be nearly alike in all
ages, in the blood of it’s advocates
and defenders can be traced the line
of it’s march in the dispensations of
history, and the records now being
faithfully made will furnish to the
world nothing but duplicates of what
is already possessed. Like its Author,
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truth comes to its own, but its own
receivs it not.

The inquisition connected with
the bloody apprenticeship it seems
destined to serve is generally insti-
tuted by the Phariseeism of it’s time.
Those busiest in painting and gar-
nishing the tombs of dead prophets
are generally first to bring the stone,
the faggot, and the cross to living
ones. Those who make themselves
hoarse in crying, “We know that God
spake to Moses™” are generally ready
to vary their speech with an occa-
sional “Away with him! crucify
him!”” when their attention is called
to Jesus Christ.

All ancient revelation was once
modern, and its first advocates in any
age were anathematized. Noah’s
proclamation was as divine and genu-
ine as God could authorize, yet it
convinced not a single soul outside of
his own family. It was new and
somewhat novel, was the only objec-
tion that could be urged against it.
They had their traditions of God,
handed down from Adam; and vet in
their lives and teachings they were far
from righteousness: hence Noah’s
preaching was an offense to them.
Pharisees of this age shed tears as
they read and think of one hundred
and twenty years spent by this faithful
patriarch in a fruitless effort to re-
claim these heedless hearers, and
they denounce the hard-heartiness
and stiff-neckedness of such people,
yetthey forget or are indifferent to the
intimation, “‘As it was in the days of
Noah, s0 shall it be in the days of the
coming of the Son of Man.” They are
today despising as grand an overture
from heaven as was extended to
Noah.

Jesus asked his auditors to

““search the scriptures,”” for they tes-
tified of Him, and said, “Had ye be-
lieved Moses, ye should have be-
lieved me, for he wrote of me;” but
they did not beliecve Moses nor the
scriptures intelligently. They be-
lieved the corrupted traditions that
had reached them, and which were
being presented as interpretations of
their priests; hence their eyes were
blinded to the true intent and facts of
“Moses and the prophets.” Jesus
came to magnify, fulfill, and to un-
fold the law—God sent Him for that
purpose; but their traditions stood be-
tween them and Him, hence they
murdered their best friend, whom
they had been pleading and waiting
for.

“As it was in the
days of Noah, so
shall it be in the
days of the
coming of the
Son of Man.”

Paul stood up for the “hope of
Israel,” and endeavored from their
own Scripture to prove Jesus to be the
central figure connected therewith—
the Christ indeed; but he was branded
a heretic and denounced as a pestilent
fellow, a stirrer-up of strife. He was
beaten, imprisoned, and finally slain.
Unto all these distresses he was deliv-
ered by the very persons upon whom
he ought to have been able to rely for
protection and succor, for they
claimed to be the custodians of the
“law and the prophets,” in the con-
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tents of which he declared himself to
be a believer.

So today we are called heretics,
not because we denounce the Bible,
but because we uphold it. We appeal,
as did our Master, to the Scriptures,
and “‘contend for the faith” therein
revealed; but we are confronted with
creeds and commentaries as an an-
swer in which the wisdom of men
alone stands revealed. Thousands
are building churches to the names of
dead apostles and prophets, but will
not believe that there stand among
them living ones. Not only this, but
like others of former times, they will
distort and misapply the Scriptures to
defend a tradition, though they cru-
cify Christ’s golden truth in so doing.

In evidence of this, let the text
chosen be introduced. Since 1830, or
thereabouts, the words, “Beware of
false prophets!” have been used by
creed-defenders against Joseph
Smith and those engaged with him in
proclaiming the gospel of Jesus
Christ, until they have become house-
hold words, and the impression has
obtained among thousands, if not
millions, of honest people, that this
application of Scripture was legiti-
mate. Their only ground for thus be-
lieving is the testimony of the chief
priests and Pharisees among them. If
the reader has been influenced, let us
offer a few thoughts in regard to the
matter, both as to the incorrectness an
injustice of such treatment of Scrip-
ture and men, and also with reference
to the causes that have led thereto.

Let it be stated that we are the
victims of times of a prejudice that
has been created by false education.
While nearly all churches and socie-
ties have been called upon to furnish
a representation of themselves for
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publication in encyclopedias, and
school books, our enemies or those
interested in the overthrow of our
church and work have almost invari-
ably been called upon to speak and
write of us. Within the last three or
four years some corrections of these
have been published in later issues of
some of these works. The result of
this has been just as might be ex-
pected. When the name of Latter Day
Saint is mentioned in a community,
or one of our elders appears there to
preach for the first time, instead of
going to hear him speak for himself,
a resort is made to the encyclopedias,
and from thence as cruelly false and
base an impression as is possible to
obtain is gathered, and the prejudice
against us 1s strengthened 1o propor-
tion. If the early day Pharisees alone
had been consulted in order to leam
the mission and character of Chnst,
and only their testimony had been
handed down, very few in this age
would tolerate even the mention of
His name in their homes.

Next, let us consider the text
referred to, and examine the applica-
tion made.

Jesus had chosen His ministry,
and endowed them with supematural
gifts, and declared that when the
Comforter should come it would tes-

1ify of Him, and show them things to
come. These divine endowments
were for their enlightenment and pro-
tection after His departure. He also
told them that the prince of this world
was coming, and would lie in wait to
deceive and seek to overthrow the
work commenced. To deceive those
endowed with gifis of prophecy and
miracles, the enemy would need to do
asin Moses’ day, when the rods of the
magicians became serpents also—
imitate the divine: hense he would
inspire men to prophecy, and perform
miracles closely resembling what
was accomplished by the divine
Spirit in the apostles.
this, Jesus kindly and clearly fore-
warned them in the words before us,
“Beware of false prophets!” A pro-
vision was made against these false
spirits which would seek to destroy
the church by decoys of thiskind. In
1st. Corinthians, twelfth chapter, we
have mention of nine spiritual gifts

Foreseeing

given to the church, among which are
prophecy, tongues, and miracles, and
all who read will agree that these
were appointed to the church because
there was a necessity for them.
What, then, shall be said of that
strange gift, also named in the same
chapter, the ““discerning of spirits?”
Was that not given because in God’s

forcknowledge it was found to be
necessary? If so, it is evident that
God and Christ knew that false spirits
would attempt to inspire men in the
church to prophesy, as they had done
in the days of Elijah and others. This
gift was to make detection possible,
and the church might be saved. The
gospel, then infroduced, opened the
way of communication with God and
the enemy stood ready to take advan-
tage of the confidence of the people
in these divine gifts, and to transform
himself like unto an angel of light, if
necessary, in order to “‘deceive the
very elect” by his counterfeiting
work.
would the divine Spirit— the Com-

Jesus knew that not only

forter— come when he left, but
“many spirits”’ would go “abroad in
the world™’; hence he cried, “Beware
of false prophets, who come unto you
in sheep’s clothing!”” —appear and
prophesy much like yourselves, in or-
der to win you from the favor of God
intime.
{continued)

-

Dr. A. Simpson once said, “God has hidden every precious thing in such a way
that it is a reward to the diligent, a prize to the earnest, a disappointment to the slothful
soul. All nature is arrayed against the lounger and the idler. The nut is hidden in it’s |
thomy case; the pearl is buried beneath the ocean wave; the gold is imprisoned in the
rocky bosom of the mountain; the gem is found only after you crush the rock that |
encloses it; the very soil gives it’s harvest as the reward of industry to the laboring
husbandman. So truth and God must be eamestly sought.

“They that seek shall find; to him that knocketh is shall be opened.” —Selected
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IRENE M. SHAW

IRENE M. SHAW was bomn
on June 13, 1906 1n Meeker, Colo-
rado to Oscar and Verda (Banta)
Fletcher. She graduated from high
school in Grand Junction, CO and
attended 1 year
School .

Irene was marned to Rhon-
dal L. Shaw on June 26, 1926.
Two sons were born to this union.
Alvah James was bom on May
29, 1928 and Larry Lee was bom
on June 20, 1932 in Meeker Colo-
rado.

In her ecarly twenties, she

of business

was influenced by a dear friend,
Sybil Ely to associate herself with
the Church of Christ and was a

faithful member of that church un-
til the end of this life experience.
She was an active witness for her
Lord. She was as staunch in her
beliefs as it is possible to be.

Irene moved from Colorado
with her husband to Louisburg,
MO. They made their home there
until Irene was forced to move
into a nursing home after a trau-
matic surgery. She spent the rest
of her days there.

Irene is survived by her hus-
band Rhondal of Buffalo, her 2
sons: Jim of Denver, CO and
Larry of Buffalo, MO, 9 grand-
children and 12 great grandchil-
dren and a host of friends. She will

be sorely missed.

Funeral services were con-
ducted at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
February 16, 1993 in the Cantlon
Chapel with Elder Nicholas Den-
ham and Elder Jack Martin offici-
ating, Mrs. Olivia Yates sang “In
the Garden™ and “How Great
Thou Art.” Escorts were, DWW,
Hamlet, Lovel Powell, Milford
Hammerbacher, Leland Ander-
son, Bill Trader, Rex Hamlet. In-
terment was in the Memonal Gar-
dens of Memory under the
direction of the Cantlon Funcral
Home of Buffalo.

News From Ravenna Michigan

Our ministry have been bring-
ing us many wonderful thoughts to
keep in mind. A song “Waiting and
Watching”. A Poem read pertaining
to * The Latter Days”. Do we be-
lieve perilous times will be, and lov-
ers of pleasures more than lovers of
God? One told us that angels call
men 1o repentance. Additional proof
from the Book of Mormon, how plain
it is, about copper mining and where
copper came from. The sun dial also,
a way to tell you what time it is.
Another reading about the sins of the
people and to come out of the world
and become a part of The Church of
Christ.

At this time Priest Aaron and
wife Sue Heath are remembering
their silver wedding anniversary with
an open house and our church, Our
prayers are with them that they will
have many more happy vears to-
gether.

Some are planning to go the
conference this year. Brother Max
Spencer was infected with a virus
called Bells Palsy, but is doing much
better at this time . His faith and
desire to work for the Lord and with
administration he is doing better
every day.

Kathy Weiten is still on our

prayer list. Also Sister Marie and
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husband Alan Piatt are back form
traveling. They were missed.
Brother Charles Brantner and wife
were with us. Brother Charles read
and spoke about being careful of who
our children had as role models. At
March Sacrament meeting three of
my great grand children gave a prayer
and two a short testimony, ages 9 and
10.

Sister Lois Heath |
Advocate Reporter
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Colorado
Reunion

The Colorado Reunion of
the Church of Christ will be
held June 1, 12 and 13 at
3233 B 1/2 Road, Grand
Junection, Colorado.

Our guest list usually ex-
ceeds space available in our
homes, so please contact our
committee to reserve motel
rooms, if needed.

Robert Ely

3201 B 1/2 Road
Grand Junction, CO
81503

(303) 434-8090

Allen Downs

P. O. Box 30166
Grand Junction, CO
81503

(303) 254-8344

Marvin Ely

236-32 Road

Grand Junction, CO
81503

We look forward to hear-
ing from you and greating
both old and mew friends in
the name of our Lord, Jesus
Christ.

Enid E. Bell, Secretary

Arizona Camp

for All Ages

It’s time for the 1993 Ari-
zona Camp for All Ages!
The camp will be held at
Walnut Ranch, Heber, Ari-
zona. It will start Saturday,
July 3, 9:00 a.m., and run
through Monday morning,
July 5. Camp facilities will
be open to everyone on Fri-
day, July 2 and Monday, the
5th for camping hiking, and
fellowship.

Since it’s inception in
July, 1983 it has been the
desire of the camp to pro-
vide old and young with a
good experience of the great
outdoors. There are varied
activities for both body and
mind and as much food for
thought as there is food for
the physical appetite. We
choose to hold camp on ide-
als of freedom, liberty, and
patriotism: ideals that seem
to be dying today.

Any questions let us
know.

Jim Yates, Jr.
Coordinator

1449 E. Rockwood Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85024
(602) 582-4163

John Yates

Assistant Coordinator
18648 N. 30th Street
Phoenix AZ 85042
(602) 867-7232
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Teen
Challenge 793

New friends! Old friends!
Hard work! Clean fun!
Great food! It’s all at the
Teen Challenge 93 Church
Youth Camp!

The Teen Challenge
camp is filled with exciting
camp classes, thought-pro-
voking study classes, sports,
evening campfires, and
much, much more.

Last year’s camp was at-
tended by 75 kids! Plan now
to be among those at this
year’s camp.

¢ When: August 8-13, 1993
¢ Where: Camp Far Westa
¢ Ages: 12-18

¢ Cost: $85.00 ($75.00 if paid
before July 1, 1993)

For registration form and
more information contact
Camp Director:

Buzz Brickhouse

5713 Logan Road
Kansas City, MO 64136
(816) 356-9214
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 1993 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the Church of
Christ will commence Sunday, April 4. The business sessions will start at
9:00 A.M., Monday, April 5. A Solemn Assembly will be heid prior 1o the
conference, April 2 and 3. All services will be held on the Temple Lot

The 1993 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church
of Christ will be held Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, August 18 through
20, at iIndependence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders o the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
Independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Price Each

Zion’s Advocate Subscription Rate:

Members (optional) $ 400

Non-Members 4.00

Foreign 450
Book of Mormon (1908 Authorized Edition - Leather) 20.00
Book of Mormon {1980 independence Edition - Missionary) 7.00
Book of Mormon (1990 independence Edition - Cloth) 18.00
Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition - Leather) 24.00
Book of Mormon Concordance 8.00
Outline History of the Church of Christ 4.00
Book of Commandments {paper bound) 400
Book of Commandments (plastic bound) 5.00
Book of Commandments (hard bound) 9.00
Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed 4.00
The Marvelous Work and a Wonder - by Daniel MacGregor 350
What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God 250
Historical Facts Concerning the Tempie Lot 1.30
Temple Lot Deed .30
Changing of the Revelations .50
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations 1.30

The balance of these General Church Publications are free of charge:*

A Brief History of the Church of Christ

The Principles of the Gospel - Faith & Repentance

The Principles of the Gospel - Laying on of Hands

The Principles of the Gospel - Baptism

The Latter Day Restoration

The Book of Mormon (tract)

Aricles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Articles of Faith & Practice (Spanish)

Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus

What the Church teaches about Matrimony {Spanish)
Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish)

Priesthood - Divine Authority

Why? (Amplifies absence of a “First Presidency” in Scripture)
A Synopsis (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
First Presidency or First Apostles?

Marriage for Time and Eternity? - A Fallacy

Baptism for the Dead? - A Fallacy

Zion and the Temple of the Lord

Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
God’s Purpose in America

The Great Plan of Redemption

The Cost of Salvation

*“NOTE: Donations will be accepted to cover postage & printing costs.
{Multiple copies available: 6-50¢ / 100-$5.85 plus postage)

Sunday School Materials

Send orders for SS Materials to Becky Sheldon, 31607 E. Major Rd, Grain
Vailey, Mo 64029, All materials are free of charge to members of the Church
of Christ except as noted. Donations will be accepted lo cover postage.

Church History for Juniors - includes a Teachers Guide
The Book in the Stone Box - About the Book of Mormon
Bible Stories to Grow By - 52 lessons about God and Jesus for ages 57

Jesus’ Life and Teachings - 4 quarterlies for ages 8-10
Who Am 17-Bible game on cards; Free to Sunday Schools/ $1.30 individuals.

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
Speed delivery of your “Advocate” by sending us your new address
immediately. Each undeliverable “Advocate” costs the church more than the
value of a first class stamp, in addition to reguar postage..

ZION’S ADVOCATE
(USPS 6993-0000)
P.O. Box 472
independence, Mo 64051-0472

Second Class Postage Paid
independence, Mo 64051

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The following materials are available on loan to members of the Church
of Christ from the Audic, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Commitiee:

Slide Programs with Taped Narration

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the make of
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in
the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona, areas.

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for yourown
preview of the programs. Write {o the AVVAA Committee, Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 472, Independence, MO 64051,

Out of the Dust {45 minutes) — Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

Light at Evening (27 minutes) — Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christin the 1820'sand 1830

A Lamp Unio My Feet (32 minutes) — Directed specifically toward
American Indian viewers, compiled from three other programs.

The Return (12 minutes) — Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion" in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ especially as
holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot.

Holy Scriptures on Audio Cassette Tapes

Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testa-
ment and a set for the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Ron Temple, 5621
Logan Rd., Kansas City, MO 64136. Specify which set is desired and the
estimated length of time you expect to use it

Sermons on Audio Cassette Tapes

For a sermon on cassette tape write to Mike Kelley, 1949 E. Libby St
Phoenix, AZ 85022, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Rd., Kansas City, MO
64136.

PRIESTHOOD VISITATION

Ir you or someone you know (member or non-
member) would like to be visited by a member of
the Priesthood of the Church of Christ, please call
or write to the Council of Apostles at Church
Headquarters in Independence. The phone num-
bers and address are listed on the inside front cover.
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