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My New Year's Aim

ot yet attained, but still my feet are pressing
Toward those heights which lie outstretched before;
That which the past has held of heavenly blessing
Will not suffice; I hunger still for more.
And now as dawns for me one more New Year,
So grant, O Lord, "twill bring me yet more near.

ore near to Thee! Yea, Lord, and ever nearer,
Forgetting all the things now left behind,;
My aim is higher ground, with vision clearer

To see Thee close, though steep the path may wind.
Forgive, O Lord, the blindness of the past;
Be still my Guide, I pray, and hold me fast.

ne thing 1 do,” my time cannot be squandered
In grieving o’er mistakes of years now gone,
Though in side paths my feet have often wandered,
Yet reach I forward still - Lord, help me on!
And grant this year, in mercy given me,
May lead to untrod heights, close, close to Thee.
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Children—

They are our best investment
in the future, our biggest challenge
of today, and our nation’s greatest
resource. They are a rich heritage
of promise-—seeds of greatness
waiting to be cultivated.

Children are the doctors, law-
yers, statesmen, and laborers in to-
morrow’s world-—and the apostles,
elders, priests, and teachers in to-
morrow’s Church of Christ.

These Promises of Tomorrow

are on loan for but a flicker of

Time...how do we teach them all
they will have 1o know, train them to
be men and women of God, shape
their lives and prepare them 1o meet
their destiny?

Let us discover just what is
our...
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e who are
older each
have a great
> responsibility

to our chil-

dren to set

goodly exam-
ples before them in order
that they may make proper
decisions with their lives.
Especially, the parents
must be careful to train
their children in the way
they should go. In Prov-
erbs 22:6 we can read the follow-
ing: ‘“Train up a child in the way
he should go: and when he is old,
he will not depart from it.”” In
Ephesians 6:4 we can read: “And,
ye fathers, provoke not your chil-
dren to wrath: but bring them up
in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord.”

Much of the book of Prov-
erbs centers upon advice to the
sons, which advice applies 1o the
daughters as well. The following
advice was given in Proverbs
4:14-18: “Enter not into the path
of the wicked, and go not in the
way of evil men. Avoid it, pass
not by it, turn from it, and pass
away. For they sleep not, except
they have done mischief; and their
sleep is taken away, unless they
cause some to fall. For they eat
the bread of wickedness, and
drink the wine of violence. But

the path of the just is as the shining
light, that shineth more and more
unto the perfectday.” Further ad-
vice was given in Proverbs 4:25-
27: ““Let thine eyes look right on,
and let thine eyelids look straight
before thee. Ponder the path of
thy feet, and let all thy ways be
established. Turn not to the right
hand nor to the left: remove thy
foot from evil.”

In Lehi’s vision, which was
also seen by Nephi, we are re-
minded that this path is a straight
and narrow path. There is arod of
iron along this path which leads to
the tree of life. This rod of iron
represents the word of God,
which, if followed, will lead
young and old to this tree, which
is a representation of the love of
God. The fruit of this tree is de-
sirable to make one happy. When
Lehi partook of this fruit his soul
was filled with exceeding great
joy (See 1 Nephi 2:49-52, 62-63,
3:62-69).

Alma gave some sound ad-
vice to his son, Helaman, which
follows: ‘O remember my son,

By Apostie Marvin E. Ely

and learn wisdom in thy youth;
yea, learn in thy youth to keep the
commandments of God; yea, and
cry unto God for all thy support;
Yea, let all thy doings be unto the
Lord, and whithersoever thou
goest, let it be in the Lord; yea, let
thy thoughts be directed unto the
Lord; yea, let the affections of thy
heart be placed upon the Lord for
ever; counsel the Lord in all thy
doings, and he will direct thee for
good; Yea, when thou liest down
at night, lie down unto the Lord,
that he may watch over you in
your sleep; and when thou risest
in the morning, let thy heart be full
of thanks unto God; and if ye do
these things, ye shall be lifted up
at the last day” Alma 17:68-70.

January 1992
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In the second book of Nephi
there was a great concern of the
people, and especially the ministry,
to persuade their children to believe
in Christ. “‘For we labor diligently
to write, to persuade our children,
and also our brethren, to believe in
Christ, and to be reconciled 1o God;
For we know that it is by grace that
we are saved, after all that we can
do’” 2 Nephi 11:43-44, “And we
talk of Christ, we re-
joice in Christ, we
preach of Christ, we
prophesy of Christ,
and we write accord-
ing to our prophecies,
that our children may
know to what source
they may look for a re-
mission of their sins™
2 Nephi 11:48.

The Apostle Paul
gave some wise advice
to Timothy. “‘Butcon-
tinue thou in the things
which thou hast
learned and hast been
assured of, knowing of
whom thou hast
learned them; And that

from a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Je-
sus”” 2 Timothy 3:14-15.

In summation we can readily
understand that early training of
children in the way they should go
is of utmost importance, as well as
continued training as they grow
older.

As the old year ends and the new year starts,
Our prayer is, Lord, that You will fill our hearts.
With You as our Guide, we won’t lose our way,
Upon You, our cares and our burdens we lay.
When faced with temptation, help us to stay true,
We're asking for courage to always serve You.
Whatever events the new year may hold,
Let’s face them together, just like times of old.
From year unto year, let our lights for You burn,

Year

January 1993
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LWho Said [t And
Uohere Is 1t?

Wherefore, cleave unto char-
ity, which is the greatest of
all, for all things must fail;
but charity is the pure love of
Christ, and it endureth for
ever; and whoso is found
possessed of it at the last day,
it shall be well with them,

. And above all these things

put on charity, which is the
bond of perfectness.

. Let all your things be done

with charity.

. Now the end of the com-

mandment is charity out of a
pure heart, and of a good con-
science, and of faith un-
feigned.

. And though I have the gift of

prophecy, and understand all
mysteries, and all knowl-
edge; and though I have all
faith, so that I could remove
mountains, and have not
charity, I am nothing.

. Wherefore, there must be

faith; and if there must be
faith, there must also be
hope; and if there must be
hope, there must also be char-
ity; and except ye have char-
ity, ye can in no wise be
saved in the kingdom of God;
Neither can ye be saved in the
kingdom of God, if ye have
not faith; neither can ye if ye
have no hope; and if ye have
no hope, ye must needs be in
despair; and despair cometh
because of iniquity.
Answers on page 6.
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BO O K O F

M ORMON

EVIDENGCES

Testify to the Truth of the Book

By Apostie Donald Mcindoo

The Book of Mormon makes
clear the ordinance of baptism was
introduced to the people of the New
World long before the Christian
era. The Lord had revealed to both
Lehi and his son, Nephi, the com-
ing of the Messiah and His baptism
in the River Jordan. Nephi writes,
... would that ye would remem-
ber that 1 have spoken unto you,
concerning that prophet which the
Lord shewed unto me, that should
baptize the Lamb of God, which
should take away the sin of the
world” (2 Nephi 13:6).

During the era when the Book
of Mormon story unfolds we read
that both the Nephite people and
their Indian brethren received bap-
tism. We would expect to find
some cultural remembrance of this
sacred ordinance among the Indian

people. Several respected scholars
clearly state that baptism was not
only remembered, but practiced by
some of the tribes.

One of the earliest chroniclers
of Indian tradition and practices
was Bishop Diego de Landa' who
wrote, ‘“There is no baptism in any
part of the Indies except Yucatan,
where it is even known by a phrase
that means ‘to be born anew’ or
‘once again,” but it is not used ex-
cept in compound words, thus
caputizihil means ‘to be born
anew.” We have been unable to
discover the origin (of their baptis-
mal rite), but it is a thing which has
always existed among them and
which they hold in such veneration
that no one failed to receive it.”

Warren and Ferguson? tell us
of another early historian, Tomas
Lopez Model, who wrote a docu-
mentin 1612 in which he discussed
baptism: ““There was always prac-
ticed among the Yucatecan Indians
a certain kind of baptism which
although it was not obligatory nor
general among all, was held in re-
pute... And when they had already
attained 10 six or seven years, the
time when they were to be baptized
was discussed with the priest, and
the day...appointed.”

After contemplating the many
Christian practices he had discov-
ered among Indian tribes of South
America, Honore® wrote in this
manner: ““To sum up: crowns,

thrones, litters, heraldic devices,
standards...the Bread of Heaven,
baptism, confession...it seems in-
credible that all these things were
discovered or ‘invented’ by the In-
dians. So they must have been
brought in from the Old World by
people who came to American
shores very much earlier.”

Honore’s conclusion is con-
firmed by the Book of Mormon
which identifies those early people
whom God led to the shores of
America, the ‘land of promise.’
Their history is available for all to
read.

1. Pagden, AR., Diego de
Landa’s Account of the Af-
fairs of Yucatan, pp. 75 & 76.

2. Warren, Bruce and Fer-
guson, Thomas, The Messiah
in Ancient America, p. 18.

3. Honore, Pierre, In Quest
of the White God, p. 35.
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Choice or Option

By Elder Arthur G. Smith

o one lives to himself free of
Nchoiee that will affect his

own life, and possibly the
lives of others, from the day he
becomes aware of those things
which, by trial or error, or by care-
ful training, he learns what is right
and acceptable and what is wrong
and unacceptable. It is sometimes
a painful experience to learn the
difference. Even our Lord had 10
learn things by experience.
“Though he were a Son, yet
learned he obedience by the things
which he suffered;” Hebrews 5.8,

We do have options that we
learn 1s our privilege 1o exercise
within the framework of the
choices we are given. These op-
tions are choices in themselves that
may be good or evil. We are mak-
ing choices and considering the op-
tions every moment. We are re-
sponsible for what we do, and what
we do depends on what we think,
for our thoughts are expressed in
actions or words.

Jesus was quick to point this
out to the disciples, “But those
things which proceed out of the
mouth come forth from the heart;
and they defile the man” Matthew
15:18,.

It becomes very obvious that
to control what we think about has
a direct bearing on how we act or
express ourselves to others. If we
would be a righteous people, ac-

ceptable to our Lord, then we must
waich what we think about. As
David wrote in the Psalm 19:14,
“Let the words of my mouth, and
the meditation of my heart, be ac-
ceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my
strength, and my redeemer.”’

We are all aware of how easy
it is to say what is on our mind; too
often it is something that would
have been better left unsaid. How
unruly is the tongue, as James
wrote, “Even so the tongue is a
little member, and boasteth great
things. Behold, how great a matter
a little fire kindleth! And the
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity:
$0 18 the tongue among our mem-
bers, that it defileth the whole body,
and setieth on fire the course of
nature; and 11 1 set on fire of hell”
James 3:5-6. How many times
have I wished that I had notsaid the
unkind word that hurt someone |
loved! It is always so easy to say
unkind words that we can never
recall, even to accuse one unjustly
without cause when we are the ong
who 18 in error.

Sin, and the temptation to sin,
begins in our minds, or our heart;
the desires are prompted by the
choices offered by what we see or
hear around us each day. “Blessed
is the man that endureth tempta-
tion: for when he is tried, he shall
receive the crown of life, which the
Lord hath promised to them that
love him. Let no man say when he
is tempted, I am tempted of God:

for God cannot be tempted with
evil, neither tempteth he any man:
but every man is tempted, when he

is drawn away of his own lust, and
enticed. Then when lust has con-
ceived, it bringeth forth sin: and
sin, when it is finished, bringeth
forth death. Do noterr, my beloved
brethren” James 1: 12-16. Sin is
the result of conscious choice, it is
not a mistake as a rule, unless
through ignorance.

We always have the option to
change what we are thinking about,
and put out of our minds the
thoughts that we instinctively
know are of an evil nature. We can
be the masters of our sinful natures.
We do not have the primary control
over ourselves, for our thoughts are
the source of our communications
and actions for which we are held
accountable,

A prayer to our heavenly Fa-
ther would be the most help to es-
cape the temptations around us; a
prayer asking for forgiveness for
even entertaining wrong thoughts.
Again we read, ‘“‘Submit your-
selves therefore to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you.

January 1993
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Draw nigh to God, and he will draw
nigh to you” James 4:7-8.

The passions of love or hate
are subject to our control by choice.
We may have options as how we

might express either passion, but it
is never possible to entertain them
at the same time. They are in op-
position in all purposes to each
other and serve for good or evil
accordingly.

The love of truth is always
right; this rules out the option to lie
or deceive for any reason at any
time. If we have an evil motive to
give untrue testimony we might lie
as an option or withhold the truth
to deceive others; the options may
be many.

The love of God requires us to
love our fellow man; thus, we keep
the two great commandments that
are inseparable. There are innu-
merable ways to express our love
for one another; all are options we
can use to good service inevery day
life, but in each case will do no
harm to others. The true meaning
of love is “'to serve.”

Adam and Eve were given the
option to eat of the fruit of all the
trees in the Garden of Eden except
one. The tree of life was forbidden;
it was not an option. They made
the choice to disobey and sin was
the result. They were driven from
the garden and the fall of man was
the result of their sin.

Abraham was an upright man
in the eyes of the Lord. He was
given the commandment to be per-
fect; chosen to be the father of
many nations; the one who was
promised that through him would
come a blessing to all mankind. He
was commanded of the Lord to take
his only son, Isaac, into the moun-
tains and offer him as a sacrifice. It
was not an option whether he
should or shouldn’t; he had a
choice 1o obey or refuse. He made
the choice to obey and was blessed
by the Lord. He then knew what
the sacrifice of the Son of God was
to accomplish in a time yet distant.
He believed God.

Moses was called out of the
burning bush to go down into
Egypt to bring out the people of
Israel from bondage. He wasreluc-
tant to go but there were no options
open to him, only the choice to
obey. He fulfilled the mission and
was a faithful prophet to whom we
owe a debt of gratitude. Our Bible
would be incomplete and our un-
derstanding of God would be di-
minished without his faithful work.

The gospel of salvation offers
no options. It is presented as a
“straight gate’” and a “‘narrow
way,”” and only one name i8 given
by whom we may be saved: that
name is Christ. There is no other
way except through faith in God;
repentance from sin; baptism by
water; receiving the Holy Spirit by
the laying on of hands; and keeping
the commandments to the end of
this life, We are then promised a
resurrection and eternal life after
the judgement day.

Baptism is required of the be-
liever without options. There is no

option to the manner of baptism:
we are to be immersed, buried in
water. Paul writes, ‘“‘Buried with

him in baptism, wherein also ye are
risen with him through the faith of

instinctively know .
am of an ev:l nature. .

the operation of God, who hath
raised him from the dead” Colos-
sians 2:12.

Sprinkling is not an option;
there are no instructions in the
scriptures to sprinkle with water;
one must be completely covered as
in burial. Sprinkling is a false doc-
trine of man.

Infant baptism is not an op-
tion. It, too, is a false doctrine of
man. The book of Moroni, chapter
8, verses 10-17, reads as follows:
“And after this manner did the
Holy Ghost manifest the word of
God unto me; wherefore my be-
loved son, 1 know that it is solemn
mockery before God, that ye
should baptize little children. Be-
hold I say unto you, that this thing
shall ye teach, repentance and bap-
tism unto they which are account-
able and capable of committing sin;
yea, teach parents that they must
repent and be baptized, and humble
themselves as their little children,
and they shall all be saved with
their little children: and their little
children need no repentance, nei-

January 1992
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ther baptism. Behold, baptism is
unto repentance to the fulfilling the
commandments unto the remission
of sins. But little children are alive
in Christ, even from the foundation

¢ There is no option as
to the manner of
_ baptism; we are to be
immersed, buried in

‘water.

of the world; if not so, God is a
partial God, and also a changeable
God, and a respecter of persons; for
how many little children have died
without baptism., Wherefore, if lit-
tle children could not be saved
without baptism, these must have
gone to an endless hell. Behold 1
say unto you, that he that supposeth
that little children need baptism, is
in the gall of bitterness, and in the
bonds of iniquity; for he hath nei-
ther faith, hope, nor charity; where-
fore, should he be cut off while in
the thought, he must go down to
hell. For awful is the wickedness
o suppose that God save the one
child because of baptism, and the
other must perish because he hath
no baptism. Wo be unto him that

shall pervert the ways of the Lord
after this manner, for they shall per-
ish, except they repent.”” Mormon
continues the presentation in verses
20 to 21, *“‘Little children can not
repent; wherefore it is awful wick-
edness to deny the pure mercies of
God unto them, for they are all alive
in him because of his mercy. And
he that saith that little children need
baptism, denieth the mercies of
Christ, and setteth at naught the
atonement of him and the power of
his redemption.” To baptize little
childrenis notan option; itisafalse
doctrine.

There is no option as to who
can baptize another. A professing
believer cannot baptize another
person without priesthood author-
ity. Priesthood has always been an
important part of our relationship
with God. Itis notthe option of any
individual to be the representative
of God before the people, but al-
ways the choice of God as to who
shall minister to the people. The
minister must be called of God by
revelation through the Spirit and
properly ordained. Paul writes in
Hebrews 5:4, ““And no man taketh
this honour unto himself, but he
that is called of God, as was

Aaron.” 1t is not difficult to dis-
cover how Aaron was called. God
told Moses, and Moses then called
Aaron, who then was ordained un-
der the hand of Moses to be the

s

High Priest. It was not an option
for Aaron or Moses; it was the
choice of God.

We have to make the choices
whether we shall serve God in truth
and 1in the Spirit, keep all of his
commandments, and thus be as-
sured of the salvation of our soul,
or reject the love of God and his
promises of eternal life. We have
no option but a choice. May the
Holy Spirit help us make the right
choices in our lives here, that we
may enjoy eternal life in the King-
dom of God.

*‘For behold, this life 1s the time for
nien to prepare to meet God: yea,
| behold, the day of this life is the day
for men to perform their labors.”’

[ : Alma 16:228

January 1993
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F R O M

L I A R C H | V E S

Hail(! 1897, Hail!

Do You Count Yourself a Saint?

1896 is dead! passed to swell
that never ending eternity. To

of roses by the Summer breeze. board as you sit today in your
Does the thought that you | cheerful home?
Do added treasures of

many it has brought happi- r
ness, to others sorrow and de-
spair. Some have learned
more perfectly the way of life
and salvation, and others have
drifted away from the straight
and narrow path. Many have
been called 10 join the silent
majority, some prepared, ar-
rayed in their robes of right-
eousness, others with the stain
still on their garments. New
souls have been ushered into
life and being, who by their
actions may change the his-
tory of nations—what has the
past year done for you? Has
its close found you richer in
the grace of God?7 Has it
found you with fewer faults

hidden knowledge light up
your reason and swell your
heart with joy from knowing
that you have sought first the
kingdom of God and His
righteousness? Does the
memory of visits to the sick,
with lonely vigils through the
dark and silent night, rise be-
fore you like the recollection
of a distant dream? Have you
helped bring heaven nearer
by your righteous life7 Does
the thought of death come
o’er you like the echo of an
angel’s song? 1If you can an-
swer yes then count yourself
a saint. If you shall tell us no,
resolve this New Year's day
that “‘yes” shall be your an-

and with more of the milk of
human kindness? Has it
brought to you the knowledge
of fierce battles fought with
self, and with pean of triumph

swer when "97 has bived out

:The ques:mns and answer s its span of life, and when New

have not changed from Year’s day shall come to you
‘ 1897 fo 1993 again you will be glad; glad
that you are nearer home,

to mark the victory?
Does the memory of kind
and loving words spoken to the

nearer the home ““Where

have succored the poor and needy , , i
many Mansions be.”

and lifted up the fallen give an

tried and tempted rise before you | added warmth to the blazing fire —from The Searchlight,
like perfume wafted from gardens | and add zest to your bounteous January 1, 1897
January 1992

10




Zion’s Advocate

F R O M

1 H E

The Church of

he Church of Christ was es-
mtablished in the last days by

the will and commandment
of God on the Sixth day of April,
Eighteen hundred and Thirty,
through the instrumentality of
Joseph Smith, for the purpose of
establishing and preparing a place
called Zion, the New Jerusalem,
where all those who would keep the
commandments of God would find
a place of refuge from the many
calamities that were coming upon
the earth in consequence of the
wickedness of the children of men.

In the winter of 1833-34 the
saints were driven from the land of
Missouri because of their disobedi-
ence to the commandments of God,
for he said,

*“Verily I say unto you, con-
cerning your brethren who have
been afflicted, and persecuted, and
cast out from the land of their in-
heritance, I, the Lord, have suffered
the affliction to come upon them,
wherewith they have been afflicted
in consequence of their transgres-
sions; yet I will own them, and they
shall be mine in that day when I
shall come to make up my jewels.

“Therefore, they must needs
be chastened, and tried, even as
Abraham, who was commanded to
offer up his only son; for all those
who will notendure chastening, but
deny me, cannot be sanctified.

“Behold I say unto you, there

were jarrings, and contentions, and
envyings, and strifes, and lustful
and covetous desires among them;

. transgressnon yetl /
wﬁl own them, and

come to make;upmy
? ;ewe!s, .

therefore by these things they pol-
luted their inheritances...” D. & C.
9%:1-3.

Because of the existence of
this state of affairs the saints were
driven from the Land of Zion, but
the promise was made that those
who remained and were pure in
heart should return, and build up
the waste places (98:4) of Zion. So
it was with this promise before
them that a small band of saints
gathered from varnious places to the
vicinity of Bloomington, 111, after
the death of Joseph Smith, and
formed themselves into what was
known as the Crow Creek branch
of the Church of Christ, and stead-
fastly refused to go west under the

A R € H | V E §

Christ

leadership of Brigham Young. The
first meeting at this place was held
in the winter of 1852 at the home of
Granville Hedrick, with three eld-
ers present. Many conferences
were held from that time till 1864,
when the saints were commanded
to come to the state of Missouri and
begin to redeem the Land of Zion.

On April 24, 1864, the Lord
revealed to Granville Hedrick that
the way would be opened up in
1867 for the saints to return to the
Land of Zion, which instruction
was in part as follows:

‘“...And inasmuch as my
church and people have been
driven and scattered, therefore take
council of me, your Lord and direc-
tor, who says unto you: Prepare
yourselves and be ready against the
appointed time which T have setand
prepared for you, that you may re-
turn in the year A.D. 1867, which
time the Lord, by your prayers and
faithfulness in all things, will open
and prepare a way before you that
you may begin to gather at this
time” (Truth-teller, page 4). In
harmony with this revelation we
find this interesting history under
the heading, ““A Proclamation,”
written and printed in the Truth-
teller for June, 1868, at Inde-
pendence, Mo.:

“There is now a community
of members of the primitive organi-
zation of the Church of Christ {of

1



Zion’s Advocate

Latter Day Saints) who have main-
tained a faithful adherence to the
fullness of the everlasting Gospel
of Christ, in living and walking in
all righteousness according to the

Z,and be ready agamst
the appomted time
_which | have set and
;\ prepared fnr you. .

faith and doctrine of the Church of
Christ from the beginning down to
the present time, who have now
commenced to gather back to Jack-
son and its surrounding counties, in
the State of Missourt, in fulfillment
of the revelation concerning the
gathering of the saints. A consid-
erable number of families emi-
grated to this section of the country
last year (1867) and many more are
preparing to emigrate this year.
The attention of all the pure in heart
are now called to this important
subject.”

These saints under the direc-
tion of Granville Hedrick were se-

rious in their efforts to serve God,
and build up the waste places of
Zion. They did not let time go to
waste, but by much sacrifice gath-
ered up their monies and started to
purchase the land again, as they
were instructed by the Lord. On
November 8, 1869, a warranty
deed was issued to the Church of
Christ, and filed and recorded No-
vember 12, 1869, forlots 16,20, 21
to Woodson-Maxwell addition In-
dependence, Mo., and on Novem-
ber 5, 1877, another warranty deed
was issued to the Church of Christ
forlots 15,17, 18, 19,22, in Wood-
son-Maxwell addition to Inde-
pendence, Mo., which was filed
and recorded November 6, 1877.
On July 17, 1906, the triangular
piece of ground on Electric (now
Lexington) just north of the church
building, was dedicated by the city
to the Church of Christ, which
comprises the tract of land that was
dedicated by Joseph Smith and oth-
erson August 3, 1831, as the site of
the Temple. Itis of interest to note
that the deeds for this property
show that we paid $1,175.00 for
this property, which had ought to
set at rest the minds of many Latter
Day Saints as to how we came into
possession of the same.

There have been from various
sources letters of inquiry as to
whether any other factions of Latter
Day Saints have any claim upon
this property, and we want (o say

and a temple : shalt be ; 
reared to God

that they positively have not. God
has seen fit to make the Church of
Christ, whose headquarters is on
the Temple Lot in Independence,
Mo., the custodians of the same,
and we hope to be faithful to our
trust, for we are looking forward to
the day when the gathering of the
saints shall begin at this place, and
a temple shall be reared to God, as
He has commanded it should be;
therefore, we call upon all saints to
do their part and help us in the
carrying out of the obligation rest-
ing upon us.

—from the Zion’s Advocate,
June 1922

. . mn go and do the thmgs which the Lord hath
. ’wmmanded for I lmgw that the Lord gweth no
¢ cammandmems unto the cmldren of men, save

shall prepare a way for them tl
‘ accomplzsh the thmg which he commandeth the' '

! nghz 1 65

at they may

January 1992
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

On the evening of September 10,
1992, while spending time praying 10
the Lord in a manner which was more
simply talking to Him, He began
speaking to me, giving me the message
which follows. 1have removed a cou-
ple statements which were very per-
sonal ones; however, I felt the message
was not one just for me and mine, but
also for all of His people. I felt
prompted to submit this message to the
Church as a whole. After praying
about this, I received the assurance that
it was the Lord’s desire that I should
do so. Anyone who knows me will
also know what a faulty, frail individ-
val 1 am, and wonder that the Lord
should speak to me. 1 make no claim
to being any better than anyone else.
In fact, I am probably more faulty than
most; nonetheless, the Lord has spo-
ken to me. I have been going through
a time of great anguish and grief and
have called out to Jesus constantly
through this time. He bas many times
given me messages of comfort and
instruction. If we believe He can and
will speak to us, He does. 1 know He
can do whatever He chooses to do for
He is the God of all power, all knowl-
edge, all understanding, all justice, all
mercy and all fove.

Margaret Smith

Received on the evening of Sep-
tember 10, 1992

Dear one, it is I, your God, who
speaks 10 you. Fear not over anything
that is or is o come to pass for I am
God; the God of power and might, and
all must come o pass as 1 decree. 1
hold all Mine in My hands, and 1 will
provide and protect and draw each soul
closer, ever closer t0 Me. Fear not, |
say, for those things which are coming
10 pass on the earth, for | am God, the
Godof all might, all power, and naught
will come to pass without My knowl-
edge or the moving of My hand 0
allow it. Itis all prophesied of old, and
it will all come to pass as it has been

written. Mine are My own and 1 will
gather them to Me that they might rest
in Me, safe from that which must fall
upon the wicked. I would not lose a
single soul if it be possible 1o save
them. [ will use you if you are yielded
to Me. I will use all who will yield to
My direction for their lives so that 1
might direct them to souls who cry
out—ever cry out in pain and anguish
and misery for help; for salvation from
the oppressions of their lives.

Prepare yourself that I might in-
deed use you. Each soul you bring to
Me will be a jewel in your crown and
an everlasting joy to your soul. You
cannot ever regret yielding to me and
being My servant and a servant unto
hurting mankind. Praise Me for what
I do in these last days. Praise me for
that incomprehensible life which |
bear for My creation. You know not
what a calling I call you t0. Prepare
that you might rejoice with the angels
in heaven over each soul which is
brought out of the darkness unto the
light and life whichis in Me and is Me,
Prepare. Prepare. Yield all—all to
Me. (Give Me your heart that you
might be whole and wholly Mine.
You do not understand. Come with
Me and I will teach you all things you
need to know, and open your under-
standing that you are not confused, but
that your thoughts are those of a sound
mind—sound, for I heal you. Thealall
that need healing in Me. Submit and
prepare yourself for I do that which
needs to be done. Submit and prepare
and 1 do the rest. If I direct you in
anything, I also give knowledge and
power to do that which I direct you to
do. 1doall. You are bui the yielded
tool in My hand. I move in a mighty
way to fulfill that which I would fulfill
in mankind before that terrible day
when I come to claim my own and
destroy the wicked. I am pouring out
My Spirit across the face of this land
that those whose hearts are open to me
and will yet believe inall that Tam, will
be filled with My Spirit to prophesy

unto this generation, to do mighty mir-
acles in My Name and prepare the way
for My coming. Not one soul would |
lose if it were possible that that soul
could be saved in Me.

(After a space of two or three
minutes, the message continued)

1 move upon the hearts of men
calling—ever calling—them unto
Me—unto a new birth in Me. The time
is speedily coming. Prepare. Let all
the earth and ber inhabitants hear My
voice and bow the knee before Me, for
that great and terrible day is at hand.
There is that yet which must come to
pass. There is time, but so little time
left to call the souls out of darkness
unto Me. 1 want mine submitted to Me
that I might use them in this time that
is yet left to mankind torepent and turn
to Me, their God and Creator. You
have a message too and [ will use you.
Look to Meg—ever to Me—and yield
all to Me that I might heal you and
make you whole in Me.

Tell your children I come and 1
come quickly. Tell them to set aside
the earthly woes, for soon this will all
have been for naught. “‘Seek Me. Seek
Me and My purpose for your lives,
little children, for breath does so by
My grace and mercy. Call upon Me in
mighty prayer, my little children, and
come ye out of the world for I have a
love for you and a design for your lives
if ye will but turn fully to Me and yield
unto Me in all things. This life is but
a shadow —a dark veil over your eyes,
Look to Me that you might see that
which is real—that which holds eter-
nal life for each of you. Ye are mine,
Come to Me with all your heart, mind
and might, for I would place My hand
of protection over you that ye be
spared in the tribulation to come. Seek
ye not the full understanding of My
word unto you for only as ye yield all
of yourselves to Me will that under-
standing be given unto you. Would ye
be Mine? Would ye serve Me? Come
ye then fully unto Me.”

January 1993
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Jesus Christ in each of our

lives, the Church of Christ
Farmington local also adds its tes-
timony in this monthly report.
The “‘Lord of the harvest,”” (Mat-
thew 9:38) blessed His people
with plentiful crops this growing
season which enabled *Zion’s
Children’” to harvest their garden,
while others assembled together
on Sunday evenings to read scrip-
tures and discuss how 1o sow and
reap fields that are “‘white already
to harvest,”” (John 4:35), or
spread the truth of the fullness of
the gospel to increase the follow-
ers of Jesus Christ, particularly
concentrating effort on follow-up
contact to those who displayed an
interest in Christ’s gospel at the
Church of Christ fair booth. Ed-
ward Linton shared this quotation,
regarding harvest, by Robert
Louis Stevenson, during a sacra-
ment service: ‘‘Judge each day
not by the harvest you reap, but by
the seeds you plant.”

Other notable quotations
were cited during preaching serv-
ices in October. Brother Merlin
Eddy stated, “It is up to us
whether we choose life or death.”
Brother John Gill exclaimed,
“You have to do all that you can
to overcome sin and temptation.”
John also read Ezekiel 37:15-22
and explained the verse by saying,
“There are truths in this book (The
Book of Mormon) that are neces-

sary 10 the salvation of the souls

ln the trust of the blessings of

Farmington Local News |

of men.”” John told how he and his
family passed several churches on
the way from Wisconsin just to

+ “Judge each day not

by the harvest you
reap, but by the
seeds you plant.”

 —Robert Louis Stevenson

meet in Christ’s church. He asked
other visitors from Wisconsin,
Merlin Eddy Sr. (Hook) and
Grace Eddy, how many churches
they had passed on the way. We
were very pleased that both John
Gill and his family and Merlin
Eddy Sr. and Grace again chose to
by-pass all the churches they saw
just to meet with our local.

In the month of October we
were also blessed 1o have Bruce
Harpster and his family, Nelson
Reyes, and William Pena visit us.

God, the giver of all we en-
joy, keptusfor yetanother 30 days
in November, and provided a
multitude of things to be thankful
for this Thanksgiving, among
which were: spiritual blessings,
health, and jobs, and not the least
of which was shelter and food for
ourselves and others,

We were thankful to see
Elizabeth Fox residing in her new
house on November 8th. God
provided the money, materials,
and dedicated workers o erect a
home for Betty. In a business

meeting on November 22, the
Farmington local decided to help
sponsor a feeding center for desti-
tute children in Central America.
Jahaira Pena’s mother is presently
located near the feeding center.
We are thankful for her services.
On November 22, Jahaira pro-
vided Spanish translation assis-
tance during Brother Merlin
Eddy’s sermon on “‘Baptism’’ for
the Spanish-speaking guests.

The previous Sunday,
Brother Merlin Eddy held church
in Shamrock, Wisconsin, at the
home of Kevin and Debbie Gil-
bertson. In the sacrament service,
Mabel Woiak’s daughter, April
Peckham, had her children, Jac-
inda Peckham and Cole Peckham,
blessed. Merlin also visited, and
offered sacrament to Margie Cain
at the nursing home where she
resides.

First-time visitors to the
Farmington local in November in-
cluded: Michael Brando, and Vic-
toria and Sheila Ernst. After serv-
ices on a Sunday, Elisa Ernst held
a dinner in honor of Victoria’s
graduation from high school. We
are thankful to God for providing
the means for Victoria to further
her education.

Your sister in Christ,
Patricia Gould

January 1992
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0 B I T

A “‘Horseshoe Nail’’ can
be
““An Answered Prayer”

How easy, in a world of chaos, for a little thing
like the loss of a horseshoe nail to go unnoticed; yet
this loss is of great concern for all who have been
touched by that nail.

This was a very special horseshoe nail, Vida
Emma Filley; lost December 2, 1992, in Lapeer
Michigan, after a trying year and a failing heart. The
temple of clay was crumbling away but the light of
the spirit never dimmed. The temple of clay came
into being February 19, 1912, and the light of the
spirit was struck in September of 1921, when she was
baptized. She was the daughter of James H. and
Emma H. (Whitford) Mead, born in Marlette Michi-
gan. She married James H. Filley June 30, 1930, and
mourned his loss in 1961. The further loss of her
daughter, Lois Thompson, and brother, Newell
Mead, brought grief but not defeat. She kept the light
of the spirit burning bright and held it high, to casta
light for her daughters, Nedra Hill and Marion Filley;
ten grandchildren; nineteen great grandchildren, and
friends. Her light reached into every corner in which
she found a shadow of doubt or misunderstanding
about God and His promise.

We rejoice that God has found our lost horse-
shoe nail, and her prayer, expressed in poetry, written
after she had read Alma 17: 35-36, is answered. Vida
Filley you are truly “‘a good sound horseshoe nail.”

FEditor’s Thank You

In the past our dear Sister Filley has
provided many poems and ‘thoughts of the
day’ to the Zion’s Advocate. Several months
ago our Sister provided yet another packet of
her selected gems, and though she has passed
to the other side we who remain will continue
to be strengthened and helped by her efforts in
the months to come. Praise God!

U A R Y

Little Things

There is a story they used to tell
Of a battle lost and a Kingdom as well

Of a rider and a horse that were caused to fail
All for the want of a horseshoe nail.

When the shoe was lost the horse couldn’t run
The rider was thrown as the battle begun
So the battle was lost as the captain died
And many others fell by his side.

Now it’s fine to be a captain great

Or as the horse that ran, to decide his fate
Or even an aide to the noble King

But a horseshoe nail is such a little thing.

For such small things we give little thought
But how great the havoc it’s absence brought
For wrong was permitted to prevail
For want of that one small horseshoe nail.

Not many are the captains to lead
And few there are like the captain’s steed,
But so that God’s Kingdom shall not fail
Many are like that horseshoe nail.

Dear Lord, if all I can do for Thee
Are the little things one cannot see

Let me not forget, though unseen and unknown,
On a horseshoe nail hung the fate of a throne.

Oh, Lord of all, my small efforts bless
Knowing great things depend on the less

Grant me the strength that I may not fail
Make me a good sound “‘horseshoe nail.”

Vida Emma Filley

January 1993
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 1993 Ministers’ Conference (general membership) for the Church of
Christ will commence Sunday, April 4. The business sessions will start at
9:00 AM., Monday, April 5. A Solemn Assembly will be held prior to the
conference, April 2 and 3. All services will be held on the Temple Lot.

The 1992 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church
of Christ will be held Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, August 19 through
21, at Independence, Missouri.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472,
Independence, Missouri 64051-0472

Price Each

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate:

Members {optional) 3 400

Non-Members 4.00

Foreign 4.50
Book of Mormon {1908 Authorized Edition - Leather) 20.00
Book of Mormon (1990 Independence Edition - Missionary) 7.00
Book of Mormon {1990 Independence Edition - Cloth) 18.00
Book of Mormon {1990 independence Edition - Leather) 24.00
Book of Mormon Concordance 8.00
Outline History of the Church of Christ 4.00
Book of Commandments (plastic bound) 5.00
Book of Commandments (hard bound) 9.00
Book of Commandmentis Controversy Reviewed 4.00
The Marvelous Work and a Wonder - by Daniel MacGregor 3.50
What the Restoration Teaches Conceming God 2.50
Historical Facts Concemning the Temple Lot 1.30
Temple Lot Deed .30
Changing of the Revelations 50
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations 1.30

The balance of these General Church Publications are free of charge:*§

A Brief History of the Church of Christ

The Principles of the Gospel - Faith & Repentance

The Principles of the Gospel - Laying on of Hands

The Principles of the Gospel - Baptism

The Latter Day Resioration

The Book of Mormon (tract)

Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ
Articles of Faith & Practice (Spanish)

Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus

What the Church teaches about Matrimony {Spanish)
Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish)

Priesthood - Divine Authority

Why? (Amplifies absence of a "First Presidency” in Scripture)
A Synopsis (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration churches)
First Presidency or First Apostles?

Marriage for Time and Eternity? - A Fallacy

Baptism for the Dead? - A Fallacy

Zion and the Temple of the Lord

Does it Make a Difference to Which Church You Belong?
God's Purpose in America

The Great Plan of Redemption

The Cost of Salvation

*NOTE: Donstlons will be accepled 1o cover poslage & printing cosls.
(Multiple coples available: 8-50¢ / 100-35.85 plus postage)

Sunday School Materials

Send orders for 85 Materials to Becky Sheldon, 31607 E. Major Rd, Grain
Valiey, Mo 84029, All materials are free of charge to members of the Church
of Christ except as noted. Donations will be accepled lo cover poslage.

Chureh History for Juniors -includes a Teachers Guids
The Book in the Stone Box - About the Book of Mormon
ible Stories to Grow By - 52 lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7
Jesus' Life and Teachings - 4 quarteriies for ages 8-10
Who Am 17-Bible game on cards; Free to Sunday Schools / $1.30 individuals.

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your “"Advocate” by sending us your new address
immediately. Each undeliverable "Advocate” costs the church more than the
value of a first class stamp, in addition to reguar postage..

ZION'S ADVOCATE Second Class Postage Paid
(USPS 6993-0000) independence, Mo 64051
P.0O. Box 472

independence, Mo 64051-0472

49451

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS

The following materials are available on loan to members of the Church
of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Committee:

Slide Programs with Taped Narration

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the make of
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided exceptin
the Independence, Missouri, or Phoenix, Arizona, areas.

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for your own
preview of the programs. Write to the AVVAA Commitiee, Church of Christ,
P.0. Box 472, independence, MO 64051.

Out of the Dust (45 minutes) — Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

Light at Evening (27 minutes) — Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christinthe 1820's and 1830.

A Lamp Unto My Feet (32 minutes) — Direcled specifically toward
American Indian viewers, compiled from three other programs.

The Return (12 minutes) — Reveals the significance of the return o the
“tand of Zion™ in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ especially as
holders of Title to the previously dedicated Temple Lot

Holy Scriptures on Audio Cassette Tapes

Complete set narrating the King James Version of the Bible New Testa-
ment and a set for the entire Book of Mormon, Write to Ron Temple, 5621
Logan Rd., Kansas City, MO 84136, Specify which set is desired and the
estimated length of time you expect to use it

Sermons on Audio Cassetie Tapes

For a sermon on cassetle tape write 1o Mike Kelley, 1948 £, Libby St,
Phoenix, AZ 85022, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Rd., Kansas City, MO
54136,

PRIESTHOOD VISITATION

If you or someone you know (member or non-
member) would like to be visited by a member of
the Priesthood of the Church of Christ, please call
or write to the Council of Aposties at Church
Headquarters in Independence. The phone num-
bers and address are listed on the inside front cover.




	S011000347_1502171537000
	S011000347_1502171537001
	S011000347_1502171537002
	S011000347_1502171537003
	S011000347_1502171538000
	S011000347_1502171538001
	S011000347_1502171538002
	S011000347_1502171538003
	S011000347_1502171538004
	S011000347_1502171538005
	S011000347_1502171538006
	S011000347_1502171538007
	S011000347_1502171538008
	S011000347_1502171539000
	S011000347_1502171539001
	S011000347_1502171539002

