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"Oh, ye fair sons and daughters, ye fathers and mothers, ye husbands and wives ... how is it that ye could have 
fallen ... Oh, ye fair ones, how could ye have departed from the ways of the Lord! ... behold, ye are gone and my sor­

rows cannot bring your return" (Mormon 3: 20, 18, 21). 

It was a judgment-and a fair one. 
And yet at any given time 

It could have been appealed. 

He watched them fiercely, carelessly 
Seal their fates-step after step. 

It seemed his heart would break. 
As a nation, or just one, 

Mormon's people could have changed. 
They were so strong and full of life 

And beautiful. He loved them so! 
The sick souls could have healed. If they would only wake! 

But they did not-and so they died 
In body. And their spirits faced­

Unready-God's decree. 
Today we look out on our world, 

Think of Mormon and almost know 
How his heartache could be. 

(And Ours) 

Oh, ye fair sons and daughters of my people! Why will ye die? Father, help us to help! 
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Editorial ... 

A Need for Vision 
It has been said that: 

A vision without 
action is nothing 

but a dream. 
Action without a 

vision just passes 
time. However, 

action towards a 
vision will change 

the world. 

Although I should no longer 
be surprised, I never cease to 
be amazed at the perfect plan 
of our heavenly Father. He 
truly provides for us on a day by 
day basis and is aware of all our 
needs. If we would only allow 
ourselves to listen and under­
stand his word we would re­
move many trials and burdens 
in our lives. In his laws and in 
His examples that have been 
preserved for us in these the 
last days, is a perfect plan for 
our everyday life, both in our 
personal life and our business 
activity. 

Much has been written over 
the years about whether or not 
it is possible to be a Christian 
and at the same time be able to 
be successful in our business ac­
tivities. The Lord's plan is for 
each and every day of our lives, 
he is unchangeable and his com­
mandments ·are for all our ac-, 

tivities. Throughout modern 
times there have been many 
theories of management, text 
books have been written and 
jobs have been created to study 
how to manage people and busi­
ness. Lately the craze seems to 
be "Quality Improvement," "Vi­
sion Statements," and "Em­
ployee Involvement." A reader 
could pick up any recent man­
agement type magazine and 
read reams concerning these 
topics. 

I'm amazed as I read and 
hear lectures on these theories 
that once again I find the scrip­
tures, those records that have 
been preserved for us in these 
last days, tell of the perfect plan 
of our Lord and Master. 

A current theory is that in or­
der for us to rise above our 
daily activities there is a need 
for each business to have be­
fore them a vision or a goal for 
the future. It has been proven 
that groups and individuals ac­
complish more and rise above 
their individual capabilities if 
they have a goal or a vision be­
fore them. We, of the Church of 
Christ, have a need to remem­
ber this fact and that the Lord 
has put before us his beautiful 
plan of salvation. Each of us has 
the opportunity to dwell with 
the Lord eternally in a state of 
heavenly bliss. 

We, as a Church, as a peo­
ple, have a need to keep this 
promise before us at all times. 
We need to be reminded of the 
beauty of that promise. 
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Apostle Smith Brickhouse 

Revelation 21 says: 
And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth: for the first heaven 
and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea. 
And I John saw the Holy city new 
Jernsalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as 
a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, Behold, the taber­
nacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God him­
self shall be with them, and be 
their God. And God shall wipe 
away all the tears from their eyes; 
and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, nei­
ther shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed 
away. 

Mormon (Moroni 7:44) tells 
us: 

But behold, my beloved brethren, 
I judge better things of you, for I 
judge that ye have faith in Christ 
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A Letter To The Membership of The Church Of Christ 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
The General Bishopric has 

asked me to submit an item to 
you through the Advocate noti­
fying you of our need in provid­
ing for the missionary work. In 
order to fulfill this request, I 
thought it best to submit it in 
the form of a letter. 

Years ago for many of us 
and days ago for some of us, 
when we went down into the wa­
ters of baptism, we made a 
promise to God to keep His 
commandments. Furthermore, 
when we partake of the sacra­
ment of the broken body and 
spilled blood of Christ, we re­
new this same promise that we 
may always have His spirit to be 
with us. 

We all slip and stumble at 
times and for that reason Christ 
taught us to pray: "And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our 

ond great commandment was 
"to love thy neighbor as thy 
self." A part of the expression of 
this love was given by the Lord 
to the prophet Malachi and 
again to the Nephites as re­
corded in 3rd Nephi 11:11-18 a 
part of which is quoted here: 

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have 
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed thee? In tithes 
and offerings. Ye are cursed with 
a curse, for ye have robbed me, 
even this whole nation. Bring ye 
all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in my 
house, and prove me now here­
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open you the window of 
heaven, and pour you out a bless­
ing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it. 

Many of you are faithful in 
following this commandment, 
but it is evident that not all are 

I 
diligent in 

From the General Bishopric keeping it, be-

debtors." That statement carries 
with it both a glorious and a 
fearful connotation: If I forgive 
others, I shall in like manner be 
forgiven of our Heavenly Fa­
ther; but if I refuse to forgive 
another, in like manner I shall 
not be forgiven of our Heavenly 
Father. Therefore when we fail 
in keeping God's command­
ments we lose our blessings and 
need greatly, with full purpose 
of heart, to repent and to seek 
His forgiveness, which comes as 
a result of our own forgiving 
others. 

Let us not forget that the s~c-

cause our 
funds are falling off, but our 
needs are increasing. More mis­
sionaries are going into the 
field, and of course this is what 
we want; more people are need­
ing help, and we do not want to 
see any neglected. 

Have you ever heard the ex­
pression; Well, he got himself 
into this jam, let him get himself 
out? Do you agree with it? 
Please read the entire 2nd chap­
ter of Mosiah with special atten­
tion to verses 30-31, I haven't 
space to quote it here, and get 
God's response to such expres­
sion. King Benjamin, as a 
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prophet of God, spoke God's 
word. 

God's promise through Mala­
chi and repeated by Christ to 
the Nephites is true. See the en­
tire book of Malachi, only 55 
verses, with emphasis on Chap. 
3, verses 7-18 and 3rd Nephi 
chap. 11, verses 4-27. A number 
of years ago the Church in con­
ference assembled took the po­
sition that tithing is 10% of 
one's net income, or the 
amount of the income after the 
cost of producing it comes out; 
for wage earners our take-home 
pay; for producers, our net 
profit. 

It is left to us to decide if we 
want to rob God, or to give Him 
our first and our best for His 
glory and honor. If we honor 
Him first and with full purpose 
of heart, then He is bound to 
bless and prosper us. 

I suggest that you read I 
Kings, chapter 17 for a lift in 
faith. The Mission of the 
Church of Christ is to take the 
fullness of the gospel with its 
wonderful hope and promise to 
every nation, kindred, tongue 
and people, and especially to 
the House of Israel, and our 
time is growing short in which 
to accomplish this mission. In 
order to do this we must be fully 
obedient to God, that the signs 
may follow those that believe. 
See book of Mormon 4:87 and 
Mark 16:17. 

Sincerely, 
Your brother in Christ, 



This is just one of the 
testimonies I can relate of 
God's goodness. This is about 
my son Norman Heath. 

From birth, to adulthood, 
Norman's health was such that 
he would have to be in and out 
of the hospital. This time, he be­
came paralyzed from the neck 
down. He was taken to the Ann 
Arbor Hospital. I called the 
people I worked with in my 
nursing job in Muskegon and ex­
plained I might be late coming 
back to work until I found out 
how my son was. My daughter 
kept me posted on his condition. 

Believe me, I was praying! 
Soon I received a call and heard 
the following account. When 
two men walked into the room 
to talk to the nurse, she looked 
up and asked "Which one is 
Norm Heath?" Norm replied "I 
am", as both he and his dad had 
walked in together. The nurse 
said "I thought you would be 
coming in on a stretcher." They 
did keep Norm to try to dis­
cover the cause of his condition. 

Afterward, I again called 
to my workplace. They said, 
"You must have really prayed." 

Contributed by Lois Heath, 
Rav,enna, Michigan 

Zion's Advocate 

I was sitting in church 
one Sunday in July of 1990, 
when I was a vision. It was in 
front of me for only a few sec­
onds, but I will try to describe 
what I saw, leaving what was im­
pressed upon my mind until af­
terwards. I saw a personage 
standing in front of a large 
mountain with his arms out­
stretched. He was wearing a ra­
diant white robe. He had chin 
length medium brown hair and 
a short beard. He had holes in 
his hands and feet. To either 
side of him were a multitude of 
faces, thousands of them. The 
mountain behind him seemed 
to have large crevices in it and 
words or parts of words seemed 
to be written in them. They 
seemed to flow up towards the 
peak. It was not like looking at 
a photo or a scene, but more 
like a painting, which was done 
in shades of beiges and browns. 

My feeling was that this 
was Christ and the mountain be­
hind Him represented His gov­
ernment. The faces were those 
of God's children all down 
through history. As I said be­
fore, His arms were out­
stretched, as if to greet us, 
gather us or beckon us. It was 
strongly impressed upon my 
mind that He was saying (ur­
gently) "COME UNTO ME", al­
though I did not hear the words 
by way of voice. I was in such 
awe of the beauty of the picture 
that I was sure at the time that 
we surely must be being told to 
paint it and that it was some­
thing that we were to learn 
from and remind us of the 
beauty of God's plan. In relat­
ing this vision later, it all of a 
sudden became clear to me that 
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the picture had a much deeper 
meaning ... if I was being spoken 
to in picture form: what was the 
message? Was He requesting 
that His people come to Him 
now or prepare to come to 
Him? To gather to His moun­
tain? The words I saw in the 
crevices I felt were important 
scriptures, His words, the foun­
dation of His church ... were they 
also His direction? Is He telling 
us that we should be searching 
His scriptures for His direction? 
Is this the learning that I felt 
that we were to do with this pic­
ture? I do believe very strongly 
that we must delve into these 
questions ... we must for the time 
is very short. Whether this vi­
sion is of my own mind or the di­
rection of the Holy Spirit, 
whether it is meant for me per­
sonally or for the entire church, 
or in part, I cannot say forcer­
tainty. I do ask that all who hear 
of it to study and pray about it, 
for certainly in these last days, it 
is imperative that we be ready 
to do and go as He leads us! It 
is with the love of Christ that I 
write this. 

Contributed by 
Debbie Brantner Vogel 

Rockford, Michigan 
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THE IMAGE TO THE BEAST 
or THE NEW WORLD ORDER 

H. Rowan Gaither, President of 
the Ford Foundation in 1953 made 
the following statement: "During 
those times, and without exception, 
we operated under directions issued 
by the White House. We are continu­
ing to be guided by just such direc­
tives, the substance of which were to 
the effect that we should make every 
effort to so alter life in the United 
States as to make possible a comfort­
able merger with the Soviet Union" 
(Toward a New World Order). 

From the New York Times (De­
cember 1, 1989) - "U.S. President 
Bush and Soviet President Gorbachev 
arrived yesterday on this Mediterra­
nean Island for a summit conference 
beginning today during which both 
hope to start the search for a New 
World Order." 

"There also exists another alliance -
at first glance a strange one, a surpris­
ing one - but if you think about it, one 
which is well grounded and easy to un­
derstand. This is the alliance between 
our communist leaders and your capi­
talists" (Alexander Solzhenitsyn). 

"We deplore the division of hu­
mankind on nationalistic grounds. We 
have reached a turning point in hu­
man history where the best option is 
to transcend the limits of national sov­
ereignty and to move toward the build­
ing of a world community ... " (The 
Humanist Manifesto JI, 1973). 
What is this New World Order? 

According to the U. S. News and 
World Report, the March 11, 1991 is­
sue, no one really knows what it 
means. President Bush, however, said 
at a recent newsconference, that it is 
to be a world community of nations 
living together in peaceful coopera­
tion. He also said in a speech last fall 
that should the U.S. give any conces­
sions to Iraq at all the chance for a 
New World Order would be lost. Ac­
cording to Don McAlvany in his 
monthly geopolitical/financial intelli­
gence newsletter published during the 
Reagan Administration, Mr. Bush is 
the man selected (by the Liberal East­
ern Establishment) to usher in the 
New World O,rder. Gorbachev has , 

also, on more than one occasion, pub­
licly called for a New World Order. 

So what is this New World Order? 
It is to be a one world economic and 
political union of all nations and peo­
ples into a single international entity. 
The economic union of Europe in 
1992 is a part of this program. 

When this intended union be­
comes complete, the world will have 
witnessed the fulfillment of one of the 
key Biblical prophecies of the end 
times. Revelation 13 speaks of a two­
horned beast that spake as a dragon 
and exercised all the power of the first 
beast before it. This power will cause 
that an image to the first beast be 
made and when accomplished will 
give it power to kill all opposition. 
This image will also cause all to re­
ceive a mark so that none may buy or 
sell without this mark. This shall be 
the time of Jacob's trouble but he 
shall be delivered out of it. It shall be 
the culmination of a time of trouble 
such as was not since the beginning 
nor ever shall be, the great tribulation 
in its fullest extent. 

The moving power behind the crea­
tion of this Image is today centered 
within our own borders and operates 
through our own governmental institu­
tions. Thus, our government has be­
come the two-horned beast by and 
through which the Image is being 
formed. The two horns could very well 
represent the mixture between our Re­
publican and Democratic forms of gov­
ernment. 

The bottom line, then, is that when 
the New World Order is fully imple­
mented, then will the image to the 
beast stand complete with full power 
of persecution. According to Larry 
Burkett, Christian Financial Analyst, 
at the present rate of increasing gov­
ernment indebtedness, by the year 
2000, it will take the entire tax take 
from all the people of the U.S. just to 
pay the interest on the National Debt. 
This will bring about an economic col­
lapse. When this occurs, those behind 
this move, instead of allowing every­
one in debt to lose their homes, will 
offer to allow people to remain in 
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their homes while assuming the debt 
on condition they accept a card and 
become part of the new economic sys­
tem. (This last information was ob­
tained from the Institute for 
Constitutional Studies located in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.) 

But God has promised deliverance 
to his saints and commanded us not to 
be troubled about the things that are 
coming but to watch, and pray for pro­
tection (See Matthew 24 and Luke 
21). 

Moreover God is going to use the 
very power built up by these same 
movers and shakers to bring about 
their downfall. For when the Soviet 
Union (Gog) shall come against Israel 
to battle then shall they think an evil 
thought (Ezekiel 38-39) and come 
against a wealthy nation (the United 
States). In this act of treachery they 
will, in effect, be double crossing their 
masters and their creators, thus bring­
ing about their destruction and free­
ing the world from the present 
economic and political enslavement to 
which the whole world today is held in 
bondage. Then will Isaiah 14 be ful­
filled and the actions be caused to 
break forth into singing, for this de­
struction will be the downfall of mod­
ern Babylon. For more information 
concerning this power which is built 
up to get control of all nations, and 
our deliverance from it, see James 5 
and Ether 3:95-100. 
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~e responsibility of par-
ents to their children, the 

children to their parents and 
their responsibility to God has 
touched me very deeply. Once 
during last December and again 
in February of this year I felt di­
rected to preach on the above 
listed topic. I desire to write an 
article based on the above men­
tioned sermons. 

Apostle Marvin Ely 

During the Phoenix Church 
Reunion in November of 1990, 
the thing that touched us most 
was the families that are having 
marital problems. Several of 
these were brought to our atten­
tion. Some are getting divorces, 
some have separated and oth­
ers have had difficulties in their 
homes. People reached out in 
compassion for these special 

needs. On two occasions we 
had special seasons of prayer 
for those contemplating di­
vorce. We are reminded that 
when our nation was founded it 
was done by those with strong 
homes. 

Today it seems in many in­
stances there has been a dete­
rioration in the homes. The 
devil is ever trying to chip away 
at our very foundation. Strong 
nations are built upon the basis 
of strong homes and those who 
serve God. 

The testimonies, on numer­
ous occasions during the Phoe­
nix Reunion, stressed the 
importance of early training in 
the homes. One elderly sister 
said: I knew about God as a 
small child. She also said that 
she knew about Christ and the 
resurrection as a child. Another 
sister said: My mother taught 
me as a child the things I should 
do and to believe God. A 
brother stated that as a teen­
ager he knew there was power 
in these things referring to the 
testimonies he had heard. An­
other brother said he was raised 
in the church and even though 
he has slipped many times the 
Lord still reaches out to him. 
One young sister said at one 
time she drank a lot but she 
moved to Phoenix where she at­
tends the Church of Christ and 
her life has now changed. One 
brother said that he has been 
able to have a good attitude be­
cause of God's help. Another 
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said that parents having trouble 
upsets their children. One of 
our sisters said in growing up 
the things that she remembered 
most were church things and a 
hope of the hereafter. In one of 
the sermons the question was 
asked: is the pure love of Christ 
taught in your homes? 

Parents have a definite re­
sponsibility to their children. At 
this time I would like to ref er to 
the advice of a father to his son 
found in Proverbs 3:1-7. 

My son, forget not my law; but let 
thine heart keep my command­
ments: For length of days, and 
long life, and peace, shall they 
add to thee. Let not mercy and 
truth forsake thee: bind them 
about thy neck; write them upon 
the table of thine heart: So shalt 
thou find favor and good under­
standing in the sight of God and 
man. Trnst in the Lord with all 
thine heart; and lean not unto 
thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths. Be not 
wise in thine own eyes: fear the 
Lord, and depart from evil. 

The above information is 
valuable not alone to the chil­
dren and youth but also to the 
parents. 

Alma was a wise father and 
gave important commandments 
to his son, Helaman, to follow: 

My son, give ear to my words; for 
I swear unto you, that inasmuch 
as ye shall keep the command­
ments of God, ye shall prosper in 
the land. I would that ye should 



do as I have done, in remember­
ing the captivity of our fathers; for 
they were in bondage, and none 
could deliver them, except it was 
the God of Abraham, and the 
God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob: and he surely did deliver 
them in their afflictions. And 
now, 0 my son Helaman, behold 
thou art in thy youth, and there­
fore I beseech of thee that thou 
wilt hear my words, and learn of 
me; for I do know that whosoever 
shall put their trust in God, shall 
be supported in their trials, and 
their troubles, and their afflic­
tions, and shall be lifted up at the 
last day; - Alma 17:1-3 

Alma had this testimony, not 
of the temporal, but of the spiri­
tual, for he had been supported 
on the trials and troubles of 
every kind and in all manner of 
afflictions, for he had been de­
livered from prison, and bonds, 
and from death. (See Alma 
17:25-28). 

If we will look to our day, I 
would like to refer to a vision 
which was had by Evangelist 
Placido Koyoc which refers in 
part to parent and children re­
sponsibility. 

On December 28, 1988, Eva ngel­
ist Placido Koyoc awoke early in 
the morning. While praying over 
the day's activities, a vision ap­
peared before him. He first saw 
his f amity, then all his brothers 
and sisters in his congregation 
which represented to him the 
church at large. He was overcome 
with the impression that there 
was a great need within the 
church. With this awareness the 
vision faded and, as he pondered 
the significance of what he had 
seen, there came into his mind, 
one by one, a list of needs for 
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which he thought he should be 
praying. He listed them together 
with a few scriptures that came to 
his mind. 

I only desire to refer to 
three of the eight needs pre­
sented as they refer directly to 
this article. These three needs 
follow: 

"3. Pray for the responsibility 
of parents to God and to their 
children. Ephesians 6:4, Mosiah 
2:25-27." 

"4. Pray for duties of our 
youth toward God and their par­
ents. Ecclesiastes 12:1; Ephe­
sians 6:1-2." 

"5. Pray for our little ones, 
their duties to God and to their 
parents. Colossians 3:20." 

At this time I would like to 
reference number 3, which re­
fers to the responsibility of par­
ents to God and to their 
children. "And, ye fathers, pro­
voke not your children to wrath: 
but bring them up in the nur­
ture and admonition of the 
Lord." Ephesians 6:4. In 
Mosiah 2:25-27 King Benjamin 
gives the following advice: "And 
ye will not suffer your children, 
that they go hungry, or naked; 
Neither will ye suffer that they 
transgress the laws of God, and 
fight and quarrel one with an­
other, and serve the devil, who 
is the master of sin, or who is 
the evil spirit which hath been 
spoken of by our fathers; he be­
ing an enemy to all righteous­
ness; But ye will teach them to 
walk in the ways of truth and so­
berness; ye will teach them to 
love one another, and to serve 
one another." 

Alma gave the following ad­
vice to his son, Helaman: "O re­
member my son, and learn 
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wisdom in thy youth; yea, learn 
in thy youth to keep the com­
mandments of God; yea, and 
cry unto God for all thy sup­
port; Yea, let all thy doings be 
unto the Lord, and witherso­
ever thou goest, let it be in the 
Lord; yea, let thy thoughts be di­
rected unto the Lord; yea let 
the affections of thy heart be 
placed upon the Lord forever; 
counsel the Lord in all thy do­
ings, and he will direct thee for 
good." Alma 17:68-69. 

Jesus said unto the multitude 
of the people: "Behold, verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Ye must 
watch and pray always, lest ye 
enter into temptation; For Sa­
tan desireth to have you, that he 
may sift you as wheat; therefore 
ye must always pray unto the 
Father in my name; and whatso­
ever ye shall ask the Father in 
my name, which is right, believ­
ing that ye shall receive, behold 
it shall be given unto you. Pray 
in your families unto the Fa­
ther, always in name, that your 
wives and your children may be 
blessed." 3 Nephi 8:50-52. 

Now I would like to touch 
upon number 4, which asks us 
to pray for duties of our youth 
toward God and their parents. 
The following reference shows 
a duty of youth: "Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth, while the evil days 
come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I 
have no pleasure in them;" Ec­
clesiastes 12: 1. 

In Ephesians 6: 1-3 we can 
read about a duty of children: 
"Children obey your parents in 
the Lord: for this is right. Hon­
our thy father and mother; 
which is the first commandment 



with promise; That it may be 
well with thee, and thou mayest 
live long on the earth." · 

The number 5 need asks us 
to pray over our little ones, 
their duties to God and their 
parents. In Colossians 3:20 we 
can read the following: "Chil­
dren, obey your parents in all 
things: for this is well pleasing 
unto the Lord." Another good 
reference is found in 2 Nephi 
11:43&48: "For we labor dili­
gently to write, to persuade our 
children, and also our brethren, 
to believe in Christ, and to be 
reconciled to God; And we talk 
of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, 
we preach of Christ , we proph­
esy of Christ, and we write ac­
cording to our prophecies, that 
our children may know to what 
source they may look for a re­
mission of their sins." 

In the December 1990 Read­
ers' Digest there is an article 
which bears careful considera­
tion. It is entitled "How to 
Raise Happy Kids" by John K. 
Rosemond. In his article he lists 
several myths in raising chil­
dren. Some of these myths I 
would like to touch upon. One 
myth he mentions is that a fam­
ily is a democracy. The most 
common form of wishing takes 
place when parents argue with 
young children. He further indi­
cates that no matter how cor­
rect your explanation, children 
see only one point of view 
which is their own. It is far bet­
ter to say without threat or apol­
ogy, to say simply, "Because I 
said so." This author wrote that 
as a child he could not stand 
these four words and promised 
himself he would never say "Be­
cause I sa.id so" to his children. 
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When he came almost to the 
brink of disaster with his first 
child these words became a part 
of his vocabulary. He further 
states that making decisions is 
the responsibility of parents. 
"The fact is , a family is not a de­
mocracy. Eventually someone 
has to have the final say, and 
that someone better be an 
c1dtdt~ or ~ye!)'.one.isin trouble:: 
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He further states that par­
ents should learn to say no to 
their children and they should 
not give their children all that 
they ask for. "We accustom our 
children to a material standard 
completely out of kilter with 
what they can expect as adults. 
Consider that most of them at­
tain this level of affluence not 
by working or sacrificing, but by 
whining, demanding and ma­
nipulating. We teach them that 
something can be had for noth­
ing- one of the most destructive 
attitudes a person can acquire." 
So it is important that parents 
learn to say no. 

Many parents think that "the 
more toys kids have, the better" 
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but this also is a myth. "A typi­
cal child's home has toys strewn 
all over the place, yet children 
still complain, "I'm bored!" 
They are bored precisely be­
cause parents provide them 
with so many things. A child 
can't decide what to do next be­
cause the clutter presents too 
many options. "The reason 
many children are bored is be­
cause a lot of the toys are not 
creative and do little to stimu­
late the child's imagination. Mr. 
Rosemond further states: 
"Truly creative toys encourage 
a child to use something to rep­
resent something else." 

Still another myth according 
to Mr. Rosemond is when par­
ents state: "My kids don't watch 
too much TV." He said parents 
generally underestimate their 
children's television viewing 
time by 50 percent. "Your 
child's preschool years are for­
mative ones during which he de­
velops the skills needed to 
become creative and compe­
tent. Next time he is watching 
television, ask yourself, "What 
is he doing?" The answer is, 
nothing. Not one skill is being 
exercised." 

We can readily see that par­
ents and children have a respon­
sibility to each other. Not only 
do they have a responsibility to 
one another but they have a re­
sponsibility to God. In closing I 
would like to use the following 
quotation: "Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own under­
standing. In all thy ways acknow­
ledge him, and he shall direct 
they paths. Be not wise in thine 
own eyes: fear the Lord, and de­
part from evil." Proverbs 3:5-7. 



by Sister Marlene Cobb 

Lesson Two: The Kingdom of 
Heaven is like ... 

In lesson One we used the 
parables of the "Mustard Seed" 
and "The Leaven" as examples 
of a parable's structure. In les­
son Two we want to find out 
what the Kingdom of Heaven is 
like. Read: Matt. 13:31-33 

Discussion: We know that a 
mustard seed is very small but 
produces a large tree. If you 
have ever used yeast or leaven 
in cooking you know it grows 
and causes the ingredients you 
combine (usually dough) to ex­
pand. Growth of the Kingdom 
will happen first by small begin­
nings, but has the power within 
its seed (faith or belief) to grow 
to an encompassing size. This 
growth penetrates, expands and 
transforms one's environment. 
The gospel, or the word, when 
we take it to ourselves gives us 
an inner capacity to grow in 
spiritual understanding and 
strength. This is the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 

Luke 9:21 verifies that this 
growing Kingdom of God is 
within us. 

Read: Matt 9:14-20 
Discussion: Here Christ is 

being questioned by the follow­
ers of John and the Pharisees as 
to why his disciples do not fast. 
What is Jesus telling these two 
critical groups about himself 
and his doctrine? Who is the 
groom? Who are the children 
of the bridegroom? Do you 
think these groups understood 
Christ's spiritual truths? Why 'or 

Zion's Advocate 

The Parables of Jesus 
Why not? 

Christ's Kingdom of Heaven 
or his gospel was different than 
the old legalistic law the Jews 
were living under. His kingdom 
is ruled by the law of love. 

What is the "new" in the par­
able? What is the "old"? Why 
do you think Jesus used the 
comparison between the old 
and the new? 

The "fast" in Christ time had 
become a ritualized activity 
often done for the demonstra­
tion of one's piety or religious 
merit. Outward appearances 
are important within a judg­
mental legal system. They had 
forgotten the intent of the law. 

Summary: The Kingdom of 
Heaven begins with small begin­
nings, but something should 
happen within the individual 
who embraces the gospel. 
There should commence a spiri­
tual growth, a change of atti­
tudes, and a production of the 
fruits of the spirit. These new di­
mensions do not happen over 
night. Growth in the physical 
and spiritual realms take time 
and nurturing. It is a life long 
on-going process. Not outward 
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ritualized religion, but internal 
changes of the heart and spirit 
are what Christ states are the 
dynamics of this Kingdom. 

Questions to Ponder: 
I Why are the laws of nature 

and effective analogy for the 
laws of the spiritual world? 

2 We have identified the 
Bridegroom and the Bride­
groom's children. Who is the 
Bride according to the New Tes­
tament? 

3 Is it logical to think that 
once we accept Christ as our 
Savior that all is done? Why or 
why not? 

4 In 2 Nephi we are re­
minded that we learn line upon 
line and precept upon precept. 
How does that concept verify or 
nullify these first three parables 
studied? 

5 If you are witnessing for 
Christ during your daily life­
should you expected immediate 
accepting responses from those 
around you? Why or why not? 
(what does witnessing mean?) 

6 What does this statement 
mean to you? "We only dis­
cover who we are when we find 
our whose we are." 

7 Can you state a spiritual 
law concerning what the King­
dom of Heaven is like? 

8 Even though the gospel 
was new-or Good News, how 
did our Lord's ministry build on 
the Mosaic Law or fulfill the 
law? 

9 What does this scripture 
mean to you? "Fear not little 
flock for it is your father's good 
pleasure to five you the King­
dom." (Luke 12:30) 



r " 

by 
Priesl 
Aaron 
Iiealh 

Dear Brothers and Sisters; 
I would like to start by defin­

ing the word progress ( accord­
ing to Websters dictionary -
ALH), which states, that pro­
gress is: moving forward; ad­
vancement; development; 
onward movement or to im­
prove. 

I believe, it is time, that we 
each take a long view of our­
selves, as the children of God, 
and decide whether or not, we 
are progressing. Are we moving 
ahead as we should, are we rais­
ing our values, are we improv­
ing or developing? 

These questions, need to be 
answered, for if we answer 
them with a "NO," then we 
need to do something about it! 

In many states in this coun­
try, we read road signs that say: 
"PROGRESS AS PROM­
ISED." I feel, that when we 
read these signs, that we should 
use them to jog our remem­
brance of when we walked into 
the waters of baptism, and 
made a promise and a commit­
ment to our Heavenly Father, 
that we woµld forsake the sins 
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PROGRESS 
of the world and follow Him. 
We should remember, that the 
promise wasn't for a day or a 
week or a year, but for always 
and if we make good our prom­
ise, then we will receive of the 
promise of eternal life. 

Let us read what happens 
when we forget to look to the 
Lord for guidance and direc­
tion: 
And it came to pass in the eighth 
year of the reign of the judges, 
that the people of the church be­
gan to wax proud, because of 
their exceeding riches, and their 
fine silks, and their fine twined 
linen, 

And because of their many flocks 
and herds, and their gold, and 
their silver, and all manner of 
precious things, which they had 
obtained by their industry; 

And in all these things were they 
lifted up in the pride of their eyes, 
for they began to wear very costly 
apparel. 

Now this was the cause of much 
affliction to Alma, yea, and to 
many of the people which Alma 
had consecrated to be teachers, 
and priests, and elders, over the 
church; 

Yea, many of them were sorely 
grieved for the wickedness which 
they saw had begun to be among 
their people. 

For they saw and beheld with 
great solTow, that the people of 
the church began to be lifted up 
in the pride of their eyes, and to 
set their hearts upon riches and 
upon the vain things of the world: 
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That they began to be scornful, 
one towards another, and they 
began to persecute those that did 
not believe according to their own 
will and pleasure. 

And thus in this eighth year of the 
reign of the Judges, there began to 
be great contentions among the 
people of the church; 

Yea, there were envyings, and 
strifes, and ma lice, and persecu­
tions, and pride, even to exceed 
the pride of those who did not 
belong to the church of God. 

And thus ended the eighth year of 
the reign of the Judges; and the 
wickedness of the church was a 
great stumbling block to those 
who did not belong to the church; 
and thus the church be­
gan to fail in its pro­
gress. -Alma 2:8-17 (emphasis 
throughout article by AL. II.) 

Please read also: Mosiah 
1:22-26 and Alma 17:71-84 

Now I would like to quote 
the following transcriptions of 
shorthand notes taken at a sac­
rament meeting on Sunday, 
March 3, 1935, at Phoenix, Ari­
zona. 

From the testimony of E. 
Leon Yates: 

I recently heard a story over the 
radio which brings out a point I 
would like to express here. It is 
about the master violin player. It 
brought to my mind what we as 
human beings forget. The story is 
this. "One time there was a mas­
ter violinist who was to play one 
evening. People for miles around 
came to the appointed place to 
hear him. There was a large 



crowd. He came out on the stage, 
and began to play. His music 
touched the people. He could ex­
press all kinds of human feelings. 
He expressed love, joy, sorrow. 
His music touched their very 
souls, and brought out their deep­
est emotions. When the master 
violinist had finished, every one 
was quiet for an instant, and then 
they broke into loud clapping. 
They showed their appreciation 
by clapping, and clapping, until 
the master app0 ared again on the 
stage, and taking the violin upon 
which he had just finished play­
ing such inspiring music, he 
smashed it to pieces before the 
vast crowd. The people were 
aghast. It took them by surprise. 
Then he told them that violin had 
cust but $2. 65. 

"It isn't the violin," he said, 
"it is the touch of the master." 

He wanted to prove that it 
was his art of playing, not the 
violin. I would like to put this in­
terpretation on that story: That 
is that we are like the $2.65 vio­
lin. People don't amount to 
much until they have God, the 
Master, to control and handle 
their lives. People forget this. I 
was reminded of this when I 
heard this beautiful story. If we 
could remember that we are 
cheap violins! It takes the touch 
of the master to produce har­
mony in our lives. We will enjoy 
more of the finer feelings if we 
remember that. 

From the testimony of Keith 
Rogers: 

The illustration that Leon men­
tioned, of the violin, is very apt. It 
brings the lesson clearly. I believe 
we can take the illustration far­
ther. The violin does require the 
touch of the Master to bring out 

Zion's Advocate 

its best. Individuals are different 
in that they can say whether or 
not they will be touched by the 
Master. Individuals can either 
accept the opportunities that are 
placed before them or they can 
reject them. We are responsible 
whether we will be as the $2.65 
violin, or a more expensive one. 
He who accepts, the Master will 
come in and sup with him. Oth­
erwise he will not. Also, I believe 
there is another thought to be 
gained in this story. While there 
are cheap violins, there are also 
different ones. We might use this: 
The Master might play and use 
me for one thing and use some 
one else for ·some other thing. 
Each one has different talents, 
and by the touch of the Master, 
we may have these talents devel­
oped. - Quoted from the Zion's Advo­

cate, June 1, 1936. 

Let us ponder these thoughts 
in our hearts, and also these 
words: 

And now, my brethren, I would 
that after ye have received so 
many witnesses, seeing that the 
holy scriptures testify of these 
things, come forth and bring f rnit 
unto repentance; 

Yea, I would that ye would come 
f 01th and harden not your hearts 
any longer; for behold, now is the 
time, and the day of your salva­
tion; and the ref ore, if ye will re­
pent and harden not your hearts, 
immediately shall the great plan 
of redemption be brought about 
unto you. 

For behold, this life is the time for 
men to prepare to meet God: yea, 
behold, the day of this !if e is the 
day for men to pe,form their la­
bors. 

And now as I said unto you be­
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fore, as ye have had so many wit­
nesses, therefore I beseech of you, 
that ye do not procrastinate the 
day of your repentance until the 
end; 

For after this day of life, which is 
given us to prepare for eternity, 
behold, if we do not im­
prove our time while in 
this life, then cometh the night 
of darkness, wherein there can be 
no labor performed. - ALMA 

16:226-230. 

Yes brothers and sisters, now 
is the time to improve or pro­
gress in preparation to meet 
God and to be ready to greet 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, when 
He returns to us. 

My prayer is, that we each 
might try harder to soften our 
hearts and humble ourselves be­
fore the Lord, that we might be­
come clean vessels in which our 
Heavenly Father might be able 
to use us to His honor and glory. 

2~ 

We're Late! 

Don't blame your mail 
service ... your Z.A. Edi­
tor's computer "crashed" 
and has been down nearly a 
full month. This issue is go­
ing to press June 20, and in 
the mail the week follow­
ing. 
I hope to get closer to a 
normal publication sched­
ule by the July issue, and, 
with your prayers, totally 
back on schedule by Au­
gust. Thanks for your pa­
tience. -gh 



TESTIMONY OF THE 
AMERICAN INDIAN AND 
THE STICK OF JOSEPH 

Compiled by Harvey E. Seibel 

Conclusion ... 
Victor W. Van Hogan also ex­

presses his amazement.when he won­
deringly asks the quest10n of how the 
Inca mason was able to obtain such 
minute precision in which the enor­
mous stone had to be lifted and set 
down a hundred times before the mas­
sive stone fitted perfectly on its sides 
like a bottle stopper. Prescott, in 
speaking of this marvelous accom­
plishment, says: 

"The fortress, the walls, the galler­
ies were all built of stone, the heavy 
blocks of which were not laid in regu­
lar courses, but so disposed that the 
small ones might fill up the interstices 
between the great. They formed a sort 
of rustic work, being roughhewn ex­
cept towards the edges, which were 
finely wrought; and, though no ce­
ment was used, the several blocks 
were adjusted with so much exactness 
and united so closely, that it was im­
possible to introduce even the blade 
of a knife between them. Many of 
these stones were of vast size; some of 
them being full thirty-eight feet long, 
by eighteen feet broad, and six feet 
thick. 

"We are filled with astonishment, 
when we consider, that these enor­
mous masses were hewn from their na­
tive bed and fashioned into shape, by a 
people ignorant of the use of iron;. 
that they were brought from quarnes, 
from four to fifteen leagues distant, 
without the aid of beasts of burden; 
were transported across rivers and ra­
vines, raised to their elevated position 
on the Sierra, and finally adjusted 
there with the nicest accuracy, without 
knowledge of tool and machinery fa­
miliar to the European" (William 
Hickling Prescott, The Conquest of 
Peru, pp. 740-741). 

Prescott goes on to make the fol­
lowing interesting comment: 

"That they should have accom­
plished these difficult works with such 
tools as they possessed, is truly won­
derful. It was comparatively easy to 
cast and even to sculpture metallic 
substances, both of which they did 
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with consummate skill. But that they 
should have shown the like facility in 
cutting the hardest substances, as em­
eralds and other precious stones, is 
not so easy to explain. Emeralds, they 
obtained in considerable quantity 
from the barren district of Atacames, 
and this inflexible material seems to 
have been almost as ductile in the 
hands of the Peruvian artist as if it had 
been made of clay. Yet the natives 
were unacquainted with the use of 
iron, though the soil was largely im­
pregnated with it. The tools used were 
of stone, or more frequently of cop­
per. But the material on which they re­
lied for the execution of their most 
difficult tasks was formed by combin­
ing a very small portion of tin with 
copper. This composition gave a hard­
ness to the metal which seems to have 
been little inferior to that of steel. 
With the aid of it, not only did the Pe­
ruvian artisan hew into shape por­
phyry and granite? but by his pat~nt 
industry accomplished works which 
the European would not have ven­
tured to undertake. Among the re­
mains of the monuments of Cannar 
may be seen movable rings in the muz­
zles of animals, all nicely sculptured of 
one entire block of granite. It is wor­
thy of remark, that the Egyptians, the 
Mexicans, and the Peruvians, in their 
progress towards civilization, should 
never have detected the use of iron, 
which lay around them in abundance; 
and that they should each without any 
knowledge of the other, have found a 
substitute for it in such a curious com­
position of metals as gave to their 
tools almost the temper of steel; a se­
cret that has been lost - or, to speak 
more correctly, has never been discov­
ered by the civilized European" 
(Prescott, The Conquest of Peru, pp. 
809-810). 

It should not be construed that the 
knowledge and use of iron was un­
known among them. Mr. Verrill 
makes the clear statement that he 
found a steel or hardened iron imple­
ment 5 1/2 feet below the temple site 
of which he was excavating. He stated 
it was so hard that it was scarcely 
touched by a file and that it would 
scratch glass. With such an instrument 
it would be a simple matter to cut and 
carve the hardest stone. 

One other area of grand achieve­
ment among the early Peruvians was 
their irrigation systems. In Peru there 
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were great artificial rivers or cana_ls 
bringing water for hundreds of miles 
across mountains and deserts. Many 
were carried over ravines and canyons 
on stone viaducts which today are still 
in use. Branching from the main ca­
nals was a complex but perfect net­
work of canals and ditches covering 
thousands of square miles. 

This completes our study of the an­
cient culture of the Americas and 
their record, the stick of Joseph. 

A concluding comment: 
The Indians had a system of time 

measurement which was based upon 
the rotational orbits of Venus and the 
Earth around the sun. The planet Ve­
nus makes thirteen revolutions to 
eight revolutions of the Earth. To 
bring the two planets around to their 
original position requires 104 years or 
eight thirteens. This represents a full 
cycle. A half cycle is 52 years. (See L. 
Taylor Hansen, He Walked the Ameri­
cas, p. 223). 

The Indians had a tradition among 
them that when the white men came 
to their shores they would come in 
suits of shining metal with rods which 
made much noise and killed at a dis­
tance. The Pale One had told them 
that these white ones would have but 
one love, for weapons. These weapons 
would become ever more horrible un­
til they should reach for the one which 
is ultimate. After using that there 
would be no forgiveness, for this 
weapon would be used to make man 
over, thus reaching into space for the 
God-Head. The time during which the 
white man would be permitted to have 
dominion in this land would extend 
(from the time of the coming of the 
Spaniards) for five full cycles of the. 
dawn star. During this time the rule of 
the warring strangers would continue 
on to greater and greater orgies of ~e­
struction. Be certain that the end will 
come in five cycles or 520 years. As a 
sign that the end is nearing, the Pale 
One told them, "My Father's temple 
will be uncovered." After that would 
come the New Heaven and Earth, and 
Tula, their ancient city, would be re­
built and become the center of cul­
ture" (see L. Taylor Hansen, He 
Walked the Americas, pp. 167-169). 

2~ 
Thanks, Brother Seibel, for a long, but inter 
esting and fact-filled series! - Editor 
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Phoenix Quartet 

Join in singing your favorite songs from the Saint's 
Hymnal with the new tape "Zion's Praises" from the Phoenix 
Women's Quartet with piano accompaniment by Kim Yates. 
Donations of $5.00 per tape will be earmarked for the General 
Church Building Fund. Still available, are previous tapes: 
"Gift of Love" (Christmas), and "Hear My Voice!" (Variety 
Gospel), also at $5.00 per tape. 

To order, send $5.00 (plus $1.00 for postage would be 
appreciated) to: 

Church of Christ 
2929 E. Siesta Lane 
Phoenix, Arizona 85024. 

Please indicate choice and quanity of tapes desired. 

Flint Local News 

Dear Brothers and Sisters; 
We would like to share with you some of Gods blessings 

with us. Confere'ice news was shared by those who attended 
this year. Our prayers are always for the church's direction to 
be guided by the Lord and for his will to be done in all things. 
We pray that the Lord will guide and direct our newly called 
Apostle Smith Brickhouse; that he may be strengthened and 
filled with purpose in spreading the gospel story to mankind, 
as also our other Apostles and ministry. The importance of 
each in the ministry is the same, all are important for a house 
of order. 

Lately we had our annual business meeting, Saturday 
May 4th. We had a sloppy joe dinner and fellowship before 
the meeting. We pray for a successful full year of spreading 
God's word and enjoying his many blessings as we did for all 
of you. On Sunday, May 5th, Brother Emery Pinder spoke to 
us before we received sacrament and engaged in testimonies 
and season of prayer. After service the younger peoples had a 
lunch and caravaned to the roller rink for a good time with 
their church friends. 

My God Guide your ways .... 
Priest Adam Porter 

Obituaries 
ROSETTA MAE LUSSENDEN 

Rosetta Mae Lussenden, of Bowens Mills, MI, passed 
away after a long illness on March 13, 1991 in Wayland, MI. 

Rosetta was preceded in death by Wayne Lussenden 
who passed away on January 13, 1987 after suffering a long 
illness. They were married on May 17, 1927. 

Together Wayne and Rosetta were active members in 
Church. Rosettta was a Sunday School teacher for many 
years. They both enjoyed church activities and took an active 
part in the upkeep of the church. 

Rosetta made homemaking her lifes work. She and 
Wayne raised chickens for most of their lives and farmed the 
land that provided for their two sons, Delbert and Elder 
La Verne Lussenden who pastors the Bradley Local, MI. 

The funeral service was conducted by Elder La Verne 
Lussenden with a few words spoken by his brother, Delbert 
Lussendenon March 16, 1991 at 1:00p.m. at Archer-Hampel 
Funeral Home in Wayland, MI. 
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HARRY ROBERT GREEN 
Harry Robert Green, son of Frank and Nancy (Frisbey) 

Green, was born February 16, 1911, in Independence, Missouri, 
and died March 27, 1991, in Springfield, Missouri, of a heart 
attack. 

Graveside service and interment was held March 30, 1991, 
at Akard Cemetery, Fairplay, Missouri. Robert, a grandson of 
George P. Frisbey and brother to Arra Gentry, was baptized in 
the Church of Christ, July 19, 1938, by Apostle J.E. Bozarth, at 
Dunegan, Missouri. He held to his faith in Christ through many 
hardships and trials. 

He is survived by a son, Robert Green, and two grandchil­
dren of Halfway, Missouri. 
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Teen Challenge '91 
Teen Challenge for 1991, the second annual 

Church of Christ sponsored summer youth camp, 
will be held August 4 through 9, at Camp Far Westa 
( same as last year), one hour north of Kansas City, 
Missouri. The camp is for young men and women m 
Junior and Senior Hi~h School, ages 12 through 18. 
Church of Christ affiliation is not required. 

Transportation will be provided to the Missouri 
Reunion immediately folfowing the Camp. Please 
plan to attend and make some memories that will last 
a lifetime. 

For information concerning costs, what to bring, 
etc., contact: 

Buzz Brickhouse 
5713 Logan Road 
Kansas Cit~, MO 64136 
telephone {816) 356-9214 ------ ._ ______ _ 

fraper meetings-
SWIMMING 

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
Speed delivery of your "Advocate" by sending us your new address 

immediately. Each undeliverable "Advocate" costs the church more than 
the value of a first class stamp. 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 
(USPS 6993-0000) 

P.O. Box472 
Independence, Mo 64051-0472 

Second Class Postage Paid 
Independence, Mo 64051 

New Friends 
0 

Fun& 
Fellowship 

Cabins & Counselors 

Learning & Laughter 

SPORTS & ARTS & 
CRAFTS & DRAMA 
&STUDIES 

Old Friends 

Fishing& 
Fitness 

Please plan lo come!!! 
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