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“Behold, I give unto you a sign: for five years more cometh,
and behold, then cometh the Son of God to redeem all those
who shall believe on his name. ... And behold there shall be a
new star arise, such an one as ye never have beheld; and this
also shall be a sign unto you.”

Samuel, the Lamanite T\

“... there were some who began to say that the

time was past for the words to be fulfilled, which were spoken
by Samuel, the Lamanite. ... saying, Behold, the time is past,
and the words of Samuel are not fulfilled; therefore, your joy and your faith concerning this thing
hath been in vain.”

“And it came to pass that (Nephi) cried mightily unto the Lord, all that day; and behold, the voice
of the Lord came unto him, saying, Lift up your head and be of good cheer, for behold, the time is
at hand, and on this night shall the sign be given, And on the morrow come Iinto the world, to shew
unto the world that I will fulfill all that which I have caused to be spoken by the mouth of my holy
prophets.”

“And it came to pass that there was no darkness in all the night, but it was as light as though it was

midday. ... and they knew that it was the day that the Lord should be born ... And it came
to pass also, that a new star did appear, according to the word.”

These are words taken from the Book of Mormon concerning the time surrounding the birth of our Saviour.
The Book of Mormon is a divine record of the people living on what is now known as the American continent.




Zion’s Advocate

(" Zion’s Advocate is the official publication of the Church of Christ,
with headquarters on the Tempile Lot, 200 S. River Blvd., P.O. Box 472,
independence, Missouri 64051-0472. Telephone (816) 833-3995 or
833-3914.

Published monthly by the Church of Christ. Second Class Postage
paid at Independence, Missouri.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Zion’s Advocate {(USPS
GQQ&OOW), P. 0. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051-0472.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Church of Christ members’ subscnptions.\

are paid from. general Church funds, but donations are requested
{suggested: $4.00 each year). In bundies of 12 or more for missionary
purposes: $2.00.

Non-member rates: $4.00 (one year); All foreign add 50¢.

Send Subscription requests with appropriate fees; Donations 1o
Church funds (Temple & Storehouse); Consecrations; Tithes; and all
other Offerings to the Business Manager at Church headguarters as
listed below. y

THE APOSTLES’ MISSIONARY FIELDS

NORTHWEST: Marvin E. Ely, 236 32 Road, Grand Junction,
Colorado 81503. In charge of Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
Wyormning, Utah, Colorado, Kansas, and Western Canada west of a line
between Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

NORTHEAST: Don W. Housknecht, 1909 E. Grovers, Space 15,
Phoenix, Arizona 85022, In charge of lllinois, Indiana, Ohio, the provinces
of Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec, and east of the St. Lawrence River and
the Maritime provinces, Canada.

MIDWEST: Robert H. Jensen, 2230 Clay, Bellevue, Nebraska 68005.
In charge of Montana, North & South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Michigan, Nebraska and lowa.

SOUTHWEST: Donald E. Mcindoo, 18830 N. 30th Street, Phoenix,
Arizona 85024; Alvin J. Moser, 4062 E. Danbury, Phoenix, Arizona 85032.
In joint charge of California, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas,
Louisiana and the Republic of Mexico.

CENTRAL: Roland L. Sarratt, 15910 E. 36th Terrace, Independence,
Missouri 64055. in charge of Missouri and Oklahoma.

EAST: William A. Sheldon (address listed under Secretary, Council
of Apostles). General Church Representative in the office, and in charge
of all Atlantic coast states and Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Ten-
nessee, Kentucky, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Vermont and the
European fieid.

WORLDWIDE: Contact the Secretary, Council of Apostles.

‘GENERAL CH URCH OFFICERS

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

Priest Michael McGhee

18907 E. 6th Street

Independence, Missouri 64056 —
David Rudd

413 Springwood Dr.

Blue Springs, Missouri 84015 — (816) 229-2914

BUSINESS MANAGER
Elder Alvin L. Harris

Church of Christ

P. O. Box 472

Independence, Missouri 64051-0472

SECRETARY, COUNCIL OF APOSTLES
Apostie William A Sheidon

1011 S. Cottage

Independence, Missouri 64050

SECRETARY, COUNCIL OF BISHOPS
Elder Leslie P. Case

8312 Lee’s Summit Rd.

Kansas City, Missouri 64139

GENERAL CHURCH SECRETARY
Elder Robert W. Oldham

5709 Logan Rd.

Kansas City, Missouri 64136

(816) 796-6255

EDI TORIAL POLICY
" The Zion's Advocate is .
- Ta promote desus Ohnst as S

arch,

fiTabeZonsadvocat -
Please remember the ed!tonai staff in your piayers

ur, and His ieachings, w

WRITTEN MATERIAL REQUESTED

Priesthood articles and sermons, testimonies for “Path Lights,” and news items are requested, and should be sent to
the Editor as listed above. Deadline for material requiring publication in any certain month is the 10th of the previous month.

Format of Submitted Material

Please type all submissions (if possible), on one side of the paper only. Do not use “eraseable” or textured bond paper.
Please avoid overuse of underlining and ALL-CAPS, and do not use italics. Finally, it would be helpful if you would be certain
you are using a typewriter ribbon that gives a good, distinct image (not smudgy or too light). The most important thing,
though, is to send the material — the staff can arrange for typing or otherwise prepare anything you send.

Word Processors/Computers

If you use a word processor, use only “letter quality” or “near-letter quality” print with a fresh ribbon or cartridge. We can
utilize text files on computer floppy disks (any size or format) if IBM compatible.

STATUS OF PUBLISHED ARTICLES

All individual articles published in this paper are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect the teachings of
the Church or the opinions of the Editorial staff. All authorized declarations and notices coming from the General
Conference, the Council of Apostles or the General Bishopric reflect the practices and beliefs of the General Church.




Zion’s Advocate

KEEP YOUR HAT ON

o many sayings of yesterday

were able to capsulize a

thought, a warning, a fear and
hope in few words. These sayings were
able to express, spiritually and physi-
cally, a message clear and concise, To-
day, we have sayings but do they
accomplish what the giver intends or
desires? Do they give to the receiver
what he stood in need of in a clear and
concise manner? Do they not address
the physical side of life and ignore the
spiritual? Are todays sayings a capsule
of help or do they mirror a self-indul-
gent people? Think of the sayings of
today, the bumper stickers and the slo-
gans; compare these with those of our
fathers and grandfathers.

One saying my Dad was fond of us-
ing when [ was a boy and I would be
out of his sight and direct supervision
for a period of time was, "Keep your
hat on straight!” I do not remember
any of my friends’ fathers using this ex-
pression nor have [ heard it used ¢lse-
where as I grew into manhood. "Keep
your hat on straight” ... I knew exactly
what it meant!

It was a warning that it was my hat
that would be seen, commented on
and judged by others (even though |
wore no hat by choice and still do not
wear one today unless I must). I knew
what my father was speaking about; he
spoke of my behavior in public, the ex-
ample I set for others around me to
see,

The thought was given 10 me
afresh that I had been taught how to
wear my hat each time I heard my Dad
use, "Keep your hat on straight.” The
choice was then mine to make. My par-
ents taught by example or, in other
words, they lived as they would have
me live. My parents disciplined when
lines drawn were crossed, even though
these lines were invisible 10 others.

STRAIGHT

Praise was given when my hat re-
mained straight when the winds of life
blew and the temptation to remove
my hat with friends was resisted.

Each time |
heard, "Keep your
hat on straight,” 1
heard fear and hope
expressed also. Fear
of situations, prob-
lems, people, and ac-
cidents bevond my
parents control.
When younger, they
were always there 10
control not only me
but what happened
to me. As I grew older and was given
freedom they were not always there.
Parents fear for their children but at
the same time hope as they grow,
watching their child place his hat on
his own head.

A lot can be learned observing an
individual’s hat. The angle ai which a
hat is worn can show carelessness, con-
servativeness, innocence, recklessness,
etc. Style may mirror ap individuals
upbringing, education, environment,
or self-esteem. Crispness may show
the hope an individual has, the prepa-
ration or work he is willing 10 invest
towards a goal.

Before our God, we as parents or
children are all as children before
Him. He has given us fair warning that
it is our hat we must wear, only one
life to prepare and for which we are re-
sponsible come judgement day. He
has given us our moral agency and
freedom of choice as to how we wear
our hat. The angle at which we wear
our hat is ours 1o choose, the style de-
veloped over our whole lifetime is
ours 10 choose, the crispness with
which we prepare and grow is ours 0
choose,

There are many scriptures I could
close with and many you might sug-
gest but this scripture { feel led to
quote:

Editorial ...

by Priest Michael McGhee

For behold, my brethren, it is given
unto you to judge, that you may
know good from evil; and the way to
Judyge is as plain, that you may know
with a perfect knowledge, as the day-
light is from the dark night. For be-
hold, the Spirit of Christ is given fo
every man, that they may know good
from evil; wherefore I show unto you
the way to judge: for every thing
which inviteth to do good, and to
persuade to believe in Christ, is sent
forth by the power and gift of Christ;
Wherefore ye may know with a per-
fect knowledge, it 1s of God; but
whatsoever thing persuadeth men (o
do evil, and believe not in Christ,
and deny him, and serve not God,
then you may know with a perfect
knowledge it is of the devil. Where-
fore 1 beseech of you, brethren, that
ve should search diligently in the
light of Christ, that ye may know
good from evil; and if ye will lay hold
upon every good thing, and con-
demn it not, ye certainly will be g
child of Christ. -- Moroni 7:13-15, 18

I pray that you "Keep your hat on
straight.”

December 1990
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Temple Lot Local Gives Thanks!

We have an endless 1990 Thanks-
giving list. We’ve been challenged,
humbled, encouraged, strengthened
and pressed to exercise our faith, char-
ity and creativity. Here are just a few
things from the blessing list:

Blessed with a perfect
*last day." We shared New Year’s
Eve at the Temple Lot with many East
Local folks. We took pictures - memo-
ries to view and hold in our hearts.
Our lives were protecied -the arson-
ist’s hand was stayed "til morning,
when the building was empty.

Blessed with building

plans. In the first week, Greg and
Denise (Rudd) Evans acted inde-
pendently, on direction Denise re-
ceived from God, and drew basic
church plans. Architects refined the
details, but the basic design is still
God’s. Before the fire, we had no
knowledge rezoning would be needed
for a new church. Drawn plans are re-
quired for rezoning application, The
Evans’ drawings allowed almost imme-
diate application. We are thankful
Denise and Greg had the courage and
talent to follow God’s direction.
Blessed with donations.
News media coverage was excellent.
Immediately, donations came from
non-members in Independence and
across the country, One of the first
was from the former pastor of the
RLDS Stone Church; one from the ar-
sonist’s sister; a construction company
gave $1,000; a lady driving by the ruins

from $1.00 to over $100,000 from

Church of Christ individual members
and locals throughout the US. .. and
on and on! God touched their hearts.

Blessed with places to
meet, Of course, the East Local in-
vited us 1o meet with them. Thank-
fully, there are 100 many of us for
Sunday mornings, sO we meet there
Sunday evenings and Wednesday
prayer services. Unfortunately, it’s not
as crowded then - our goal is 1o
change that this next year. Many
churches generously offered us a meet-
ing place, but we wanted to keep our
own identity, so we chose the "neutral
ground” of the YMCA, which had con-
tacted us and offered Sunday morning
- first month free - only $25 each Sun-
day morning thereafter. We never had
to search for a meeting place. God
found it for us.

Blessed with fund raisers.
We had little to NO fund raising expe-
rience. Always had more than we
needed to operate the Local! But,
God gave us some creative ideas,
strength and success. The United
Workers sponsored two garage sales,
netting over $2300. The Bruners and
Kauffmans staged two Gospel Music
shows and produced a $5.00 tape enti-
tled "BAK To Gospel” (with the elec-
tronic recording expertise of Dan
Lawrence), all netting close to $3,000
so far. Dr. Don Case held a "Pet Day,”
using Alvin Harris’ garage as a tempo-
rary clinic. Over 3500 in fees for ani-
mals’ shots went to the local Fund.

We are currently saving grocery labels,
have a craft and bake sale scheduled,
and other ideas brewing. Each project
began with specific people: succeeded
with everyone’s participation and
God’s help.

Blessed to contribute to
the General Church Head-
quarters building: At our Sep-
tember 18th business meeting, the
Local committed $100,000 1o the
building. We already had $10,000 in a
"starter” building fund before the fire,
bul the rest was received since Januvary
1st. Additional donations since Sep-
tember 18th bring the total Local
Building Fund t0 $214,722 - and God
is blessing people 10 be able to add 10
it every day!

Blessed by Unity: Unity of
Apostles’ and Bishops’ plans and ac-
tions for rebuilding. Unity of the all
members’ prayers, their votes at the
April Conference, and their over-
whelming affirmative referendum vote
approving Temple Lot Local use of
the new building. Perhaps best of all,
unity of Independence members of
both Locals, seeing us through turn-
ing this tragedy 1o a blessing. We
praise and thank the Lord for His
guidance and strength and for giving
us our brothers, sisters and friends
everywhere.

Sincerely,
Joyce Harris, Reporter

By conference action this past April 1990, the Church
has determined to build a new structure to replace the head-
quarters building which was destroyed by fire on January 1,
1990. Approval for the use and control of this new building
has been given by the Church at large.

There has been general enthusiasm and financial sup-
port in preparation to build, which is deeply appreciated by
the Apostles and General Bishopric. The response has been
truly remarkable in consideration of the smallness of our
numbers. However, the original estimate of approximately
3488,000 10 complete the structure, exclusive of internal fur-

nishings, has necessarily been revised upward due to the in-
corporation of needed design changes, most of which were
by the way of suggestion from members of the Church.
The funds necessary to complete the building and
furnish it are not presently available. Therefore, we appeal
to each of you 1o sacrifice as may be needed and give to the
"NEW BUILDING FUND.” This new building will also
enable us to meet for conferences in expanded facilities to
accommodate our increased numbers; in recent years, this
has not been possible, and has necessitated the rental of
other facilities in the Independence area at considerable
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The Sunday School Teacher’s Code of Conduct

An experienced and dedicated Sunday School teacher shares some of her God-given
wisdom on how to teach our little ones ...

First of all, I don’t use quarterlics
in my class for Book of Mormon les-
sons. I just study ahead of time, digest
it thoroughly, and then tell the chil-
dren, "This is in my own words,” and
read the crucial parts straight from
the book, explaining things as I go,
bringing emphasis on parts necessary
10 their souls’ salvation. Praying about
this always helps -- way ahead of time,
of course. I think the good Lord holds
me accountable for what and how !
teach.

1t’s good 10 have an older child
that can read 1o do so -- a few verses
al a time if they can read well. If they
stammer or hesitate too much in their
reading aloud it causes the other chil-
dren 1o lose their train of thought, It
is good 10, sort of, act out the story as
you go along with gestures and facial
expressions like you think the charac-
ters involved really used. Talk like
people taik naturally. If you notice
someone shuffling their feet or gazing
quietly off into space -- you have Jost
their attention and need to brighten 1t
up a little. Bring out the timid ones by
kind remarks and questions, and sit
the most unruly ones closest 1o you -
without telling them why. Once in a
while | treat the class with non-sticky
goodies. This treat is a silent message
that I consider them very special 10
me.

For Contributions

General
Sunday School
Association

I cannot find Book of Mormon ma-
terial in the book stores that present
the story in a lively manner -- so [ illus-
trate many on my own. [ use maps o
show the travel pattern of the Jared-
ites and the Nephites, and how our
country means s0 much in the plan
and how it fits in with the parable of
the tame olive tree, and at another
time -- the ships that Hagoth built and
sent out 10 "who knows where” --
maybe the Pacific islands, California,
Alaska, etc. Iscour around in coloring
books looking for pictures of Indians
and how they lived, as well as for pic-
tures of old cities, eic., in other places
on our continent, pictures of gentile
landings, like the Pilgrims, Cortez and
others. I stress how important it is 10
obey the laws of God so we can safely
stay here, and we name some of these.

The children need to know well
that there really is a heaven and there
really is a hell. Especially that there re-
ally is a God over all and his only be-
gotten son, Jesus Christ, who loves us
and rewards us for doing good -- and
the purpose that Satan has in mind {or
our souls, and how enticing he is using
all kinds of tricks to try and stop
God’s plans. You know, of course,
that humanism has invaded our
schools, 0 stress has (o be put on
these subjects, plus the creation story
10 offset the Darwin theory. Teaching
the children polite manners is impor-
tant -- and little songs of praise that
they can understand. Encourage them
all vou can in doing good in any thing,
and let them know you love them
above all,

Love,
Kate Moyer

The General Sunday School Association is
suppose o be contributing to Zion's Advo-
cate this year, This contribution is actually a
letter Sister Katie Mover {Independence, Mis-
sour) sent me several years ago when | had
asked her for suggestions on teaching the
Book of Mormon. | thought it had such good
suggestions for any Sunday School teacher
that, perhaps, it could be printed in Zion's Ad-
vocate, Sister Moyer has a lot of wisdom, and
takes her job as a Sunday School teacher
wery sericusly. — Becky Sheldon

cost. As in the past, the Temple Lot Local Church will
meet in the building on a reguilar basis and will contrib-
ute to the upkeep of the building; this congregation has
already donated at least $100,000 to the fund.

Those who are able, who have previously made gifts of
money for this project, are asked 1o still donate further.
Regular offerings by many of us, though relatively small in-
dividually, if continued for a year, would probably finish the
job.

In addition 1o this project, let us not forget our tithes
and offerings which are so essential for the regular needs of
the Church.

The Lord has commanded His people to tithe and make
offerings. Will you, then, make a sacrifice offering to this
important project? We feel this will be pleasing 1o our
Heavenly Father and will further the advancement of the
kingdom of God. You may be sure that all your offerings
will be used in a maximum effort of economy and strictly to-
ward the purpose for which it is given.

Please send your donations to the Business Manager as
listed on the inside front cover of Zion’s Advocate, Mark
donations for the new building project as "NEW BUILD-
ING FUND.” Thank you!

December 1990
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lmoortanes of hiving the Gospzl

by Elder Allen Kaufiman

Why are ye ashamed to take upon
you the name of Christ? — Mormon
4:52

A s we look at the world today,
particularly the United States; we
feel part of the land has been
blessed. We hear our nation being
called a Christian nation, a nation
that believes in Jesus Christ, But as
we look about us, are we truly a
Christian nation? Do we truly keep
the commandments of God or are
we like it says in Mosiah 1:118-120:

For the natural man is an enemy 10
God, and has been, from the fall of
Adam, and will be, for ever and ever;
but if he yields to the enticing of the
Holy Spirit, and putteth off the natu-
ral man, and becometh a saint,
through the atonement of Christ, the
Lord, and becometh as a child, sub-
missive, meek, humble, patient, full
of love, willing to submit to all things
which the Lord seeth fit to inflict
upon him, even as a child doth sub-
mit 1o his father.

When we can submit ourselves and
put off the natural man, only with the
help of God, then we will be Christ-
like or can truly be called Christians.

Matthew 7:21-27:

Not every one that saith unto me,

Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king-

dom of heaven; but he that doeth the

will of my Father which is in heaven.

Many will say 10 me in that day,

Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied

in thy name? and in thy name have

cast out devils? and in thy name
done many wonderful works? And
then will I profess unto them, I never
knew you: depart from me, ye thai
work iniquity. Therefore whosoever
heareth these sayings of mine, and

doeth them, I will liken him unto a

wise man, which built his house

upon a rock: And the rain descend-
ed, and the floods came, and the

winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell not: for it was
founded upon a rock. And every one
that heareth these sayings of mine,
and doeth them not, shall be likened
unto u foolish man, which built his
house upon the sand: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; and it fell: and great was the
fall of it.

We can see not all people who call
upon God will enter into the kingdom
of Heaven. It says it will be he that
doeth the will of the Father. We have
to align ourselves with God enough 1o
know what His will is, As Christ said
many times, "Not my will, but thine O
Lord." (paraphrased, AK.) It goes on
to say he that heareth these sayings
and doeth them, his house will be
built upon the rock, which is Jesus
Christ. And we can withstand the
floods when they come, which are the
temptations and the trials of life.

Alma 19:43-47:

Behold, it hath been made known

unto me, by an angel, that the spirits

of all men, as soon as they are de-
parted from this mortal body; yea,
the spirits of all men, whether they

be good or evil, are taken home 10

that God who gave them life. And

then shall it come to pass that the
spirits of those which are righteous,
are received into a state of happi-

ness, which is called paradise; a

state of rest; a state of peace, where

they shall rest form all their troubles,
and from all care, and sorrow, eic.

And then shall it come 1o pass, that

the spirits of the wicked, yea, which

are evil; for behold, they have no
purt nor portion of the Spirit of the

Lord: for behold they chose evil

works, rather than good: therefore

the spirit of the devil did enter into
them, and take possession of their
house; And these shall be cast out
into outer darkness; there shall be
weeping, and wailing and gnashing
of teeth; and this because of their

own iniquity; being led captive by the
will of the devil. Now this is the state
of the souls of the wicked; yea, in
darkness, and a state of awful, fear-
ful, looking for, of the fiery indigna-
tion of the wrath of God upon themy;
thus they remain in this state, as well
as the righteous in paradise, until the
time of their resurrection.

It gives us a choice, or shows us we
have a choice of which way we shall
g0; to paradise or 1o outer darkness.
That choice is ours to make. No one
can make it for us. Christ stands at the
door and knocks. If any man will hear
His voice and let Him in He will sup
with him and he with Him. Christ will
not kick the door in and foree himsell
on us. We have to choose. But Alma
gives us a picture plain and easy 1o un-
derstand of where our choice will lead
us; to God, or to Satan.

11 Nephi 6:28-42:

Wherefore, death and hell must de-

liver up their dead, and hell must

deliver up its captive spirits, And the
grave must deliver up iis captive
bodies, and the bodies and the spirits
of men will be restored, one o the
other; And it is by the power of the
resurrection of the Holy One of Is-
rael. O how great the plan of our
God! For on the other hand, the
paradise of God must deliver up the
spirits of the righteous, and the grave
deliver up the bodies of the right-
eous; And the spirit and the body is
restored to itself again, and all men
become incorruptible, and immor-
tal, and they are living souls, having
a perfect knowledge like unio us, in
the flesh; Save it be that our knowl-
edge shall be perfect; Wherefore, we
shall have a perfect knowledge of all
our guilt, and our uncleanness, and
our nakedness; And the righteous
shall have a perfect knowledge of
their enjoyment, and their righteous-
ness, being clothed with purity, veq,
even with the robe of righteousness.

And it shall come to pass, that when

all men shall have passed from this
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first death unto life, insomuch as
they become immortal, they must
appear before the Jjudgment seat of
the Holy One of Israel; And then
cometh the judgment; and then
must they be judged according 1o the
holy judgment of God. And as-
suredly, as the Lord liveth, for the
Lord God hath spoken it, and it is
his eternal word, which cannot pass
away, that they which are righteous
shall be righteous still, and they
which are filthy shall be filthy still;
Wherefore, they who are filthy are
the devil and his angels; And they
shall go away into everlasting fire,
prepared for them; and their tor-
ment is as a lake of fire and brim-
stone, whose flames ascendeth up
forever and ever; and has no end. O
the greatness and the justice of our
God! For he executeth all his words,
and they have gone forth out of his
mouth, and his law must be fulfilled.
But, behold, the righteous, the sainis
of the Holy One of Israel, they which
have believed in the Holy One of
Israel; they which have endured the
crosses of the world, and despised
the shame of it; they shall inherit the
kingdom of God, which was pre-
pared for them from the foundation
of the world: and their joy shall be
full for ever.

This tells us that when we come 10
the final judgement of God if we have
chosen 1o serve God and be righteous,
we will be righteous still, but those
. that have followed the leading of the
natural man and became filth, will be
filthy still. So we have to decide in this
life who we will serve.

I Thessalonians 5:1-23:

But of the times and the seasons,

brethren, ye have no need that Iwrite

unto you. For yourselves know per-
fectly that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night. For
when they shall say, Peace and
safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon
a woman with child; and they shall
not escape. But ye, brethren, are not
in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the
chiidren of light, and the children of
the day: we are not of the night, nor

of darkness. Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us watch
and be sober. For they that sleep,
sleep in the night; and they that be
drunken are drunken in the night
But let us, who are of the day, be
sober, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love; and for an helmet,
the hope of salvation. For God hath
not appointed us to wrath, but to
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who died for us, thai,
whether we wake or sleep, we should
live together with him. Wherefore
comfort yourselves together, and ed-
ify one another, even as also ye do.
And we beseech you, brethren, to
know them which labour among
you, and are over you in the Lord,
and admonish you; And to esteem
them very highly in love for their
work’s sake. And be at peace among
yourselves. Now we exhort you,
brethren, warn them that are unruly,
comfort the feebleminded, support
the weak, be patient toward all men.
See that none render evil for evil
unto any man; but ever follow that
which is good, both among your-
selves, and to all men. Rejoice ever-
more. Pray without ceasing. In every
thing give thanks; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise
not prophesyings. Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good. Abstain
from all appearance of evil. And the
very God of peace sanctify you
wholly;, and I pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be pre-
served blameless unto the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

In Paul’s letter 10 the Thessaloni-
ans he tells them, as well as us, 10 not
be caught sleeping as do others, but to
be aware of those things that are go-
ing on around us. For the prophets
speak of things that are 10 take place
in our day, but we have to be aware
and have an understanding of what
these things mean. So we need 1o read
the scriptures to understand what is
taking place in the world today. Other
scripture tells us to watch and pray al-
ways so that these things will not
come upon us unaware; having our
lamps trimmed and ready. Christ says

He will come as a thief in the night,
no man knows the hour or day. In
verse 22 Paul tells us to abstain from
all appearance of evil. We need to re-
frain from being in places that we
can’t take the Spirit of the Lord with
us.

... we have to
decide in this life
who we will serve.

James 1:22-25:

But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your own
selves. For if any be a hearer of the
word, and not a doer, he is like unto
a man beholding his natural face in
a glass: For he beholdeth himself,
and goeth his way, and straightway
forgetteth what manner of man he
was. But whoso looketh inio the per-
fect law of liberty, and coniinueth
therein, he being not a forgetful
hearer, but a doer of the work, this
man shall be blessed in his deed.

James tells us that we have to work
and not just hear what the gospel says.
How is the gospel going to be spread
if we, as Christians, (the church that
Christ set up) don’t do the spreading?
Are we going {o let others spread the
gospel when we say and believe that
we have the fullness of the gospel?

Matthew 22:36-40:

Master, which is the great com-

mandment in the law? Jesus said

unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

This is the first and great command-

ment. And the second is like unto if,

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-

self. On these two commandments

hang all the law and the prophets.

When Christ was asked this ques-
tion, we should ask ourselves, do we
have this love for God that we would
give all that we have and take up that
cross and follow after Him? And do
we have that love for one another that
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we would lay down our lives for each
other? If not, we need to get on our
knees until we do. If we had that love
then we wouldn’t have any of the prob-
lems we have in the church.
Matthew 19:16-22:
And, behold, one came and said
unto him, Good Master, what good
thing shall I do, that I may have
eternal life? And he said unto him,
Why callest thou me good? there is
none good but one, that is God: bui
if thou wilt enter into life, keep the
commandments. He saith unto him,
Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no
murder, Thou shalt not commit
adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou
shalt not bear false witness, Honor
thy father and thy mother: and,
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy
self. The young man saith unto him,
Al these things have 1 kept from my
youth up: what lack I yet? Jesus said
unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go
and sell that thou hast, and give 1o

HARVEY JOHN BELL :

Harvey John Bell was born March 3,
1900, and passed away October 25,
1990, after a long illness at the age of
90 years, 7 months, 22 days.

The family, brothers and sisters of
the Church of Christ, and friends gath-
ered at the Martin Mortuary on Octo-
ber 29, at 1:00 P.M., to pay tribute and
respect 1o our loved husband, father,
brother and friend, Harvey J. Bell, of
Grand Junction, Colorado. He was laid
to rest in the Orchard Mesa cemetery.
With Sr. Becky Down at the organ,
some of the grandchildren, Jean, Joan
and Kathy Larsen, Gerry Case and Dan
Hedrick, sang “Home Sweet, Sweet
Home” and “Jesus, Savior Pilot Me”
which gave the service that special
touch of love, appreciation and praise
to God. The 12 grandsons served as
pall bearers. The son, John E. Bell,
gave a tribute to his father, which was
echoed in the hearts of each of the fam-
ily, remembering the special heritage of
thoughtfulness, love, training and con-
structive criticism. The service, con-
ducted by Elders Leslie and Marvin
Case, reminded us of the gospel of
Christ and the plan of salvation
through Jesus Christ, that Harvey had
loved. We were told and advised that

the poor, and thou shalt have treas-
ure in heaven: and come and follow
me. But when the young man heard
that saying, he went away sorrowful:
for he had great possessions.

When Christ was approached with
this question of eternal life, He said to
keep the commandments, and I'm
sure that most of us keep the com-
mandments, We don’t murder. We,
hopefully, don’t commit adultery. We
don’t steal or bear false witness and,
hopefully, we honor our father and
mother, and have love for our neigh-
bor. If we do these things we are as
good as the one that came to Jesus.
But what do we lack yet? What is our
weakness? His was riches. He couldn’t
give them up and follow Christ. Is
there something in our life that we
need 1o give up to become perfect?
Verse 21, “If thou wilt be perfect

” You fill in the blank
with what you have 10 do 10 be per-

even as your Father which is in
Heaven.

We must live the gospel in our
hearts daily, not just on Sunday or
Wednesday night, but daily; seven
days a week, twenty four hours a day.
Does that sound easy? No, but if we
put off the natural man and rely on
the Holy Ghost then it becomes easy.
We can’t do it alone, relying on our
own strength.

Colossians 3:17: “And whatsoever
ye do in word or deed, do all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
10 God and the Father by him ....”
Let’s do all that we do in the name of
Jesus Christ. If what we're saying or
doing doesn’t glorify Christ, we better
stop doing it. Even though we do all
we can do, the best we can do and
serve God continually, we would still
be unprofitable servants, because
Christ gave his life, the ultimate sacri-
fice, for you and me.

a4

bearer many times in our lives by re-
membering his training and teaching
and his example of laboring for the best
we can do in life, both materially and
spiritually, that was part of him.

At the graveside, part of Revela-
tions, 21st chapter, was read giving the
condition of joy that God has laid up
for those who love Him and keep His
commandments. There will be no more
tears or death there. The closing prayer
asked for strength and comfort 1o those
gathered and gave thanks for this life
and example God had loaned to us.

Harvey was the second of four sons
born 1o John Francis and Rena J. (Ga-
trost) Bell on March 3, 1900, in Ports-
mouth, lowa. In the family of boys,
there was one foster sister, As a boy,
Harvey received his training from his fa-
ther in a sawmill, a blacksmith shop,
ranching and farming. In his early
teens, he worked on the shoeing floor
of his father’s blacksmith shop in Per-
sia, lowa, and later in Huntsman, Ne-
braska. The ranching and farming
experience was received in Sioux
County and Sidney, Nebraska, areas.

Harvey was united in marriage 10
Alvina C. Schnuelle on March 14, 1923,
at Sidney, Nebraska. We all appreciate
the attitude and dedication these two
made to their growing family in the dif-
ficult years of the depression. After

we would pay tribute to our beloved for- their marriage, they lived around Sid-

ney, Nebraska, farming until they
moved to Sioux County, Nebraska. In
the Sidney area, Alice, lrene, Edith,
Fern and Caroline were born. Johnny
was born in Sioux County.

Harvey was baptized into Christ
through the R.L.D.S. Church as a boy
and Alvina shortly after their marriage.
Both Harvey and Alvina transferred to
the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) in
1928, when Elder Martin M. Case vis-
ited that arca bringing them a brighter
hope.

In 1936, the Bell family moved to
Missouri 10 be close to the Church and
settled in Ava, where, together with
Brother Arthur and Sister Minnie
Smith and their family, a church group
was established where they all har-
vested the benefit of assembling them-
selves together to worship the Lord.

In Ava, Harvey farmed for a while
and then went into carpenter work.
During World War II, he worked at
Camp Crowder, FL. Leonard Wood and
Fort Riley Hospital in Missouri, sev-
eral military installations in Kansas and
an air base in Whitehorse, Canada.

The youngest daughter, Lois June,
was born at Ava in 1947.

Continued on page 174
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"God is our refuge
and strength, a
very present help
in trouble.”

We used that verse as the theme
for our Bible School this year, and the
theme song went like this: "] know |
can trust in the Lord, no matier what
happens to me. For I know He will
take care of me."” This song and scrip-
ture are simple, and their meaning is
easy for a child to understand. Yet, it
has a profound message, a message we
felt the kids needed to have reinforced
in their hearts and minds. They can
face any of life’s heartaches, disap-
pointments, and trials as long as they
have learned to trust in the Lord.

The knowledge that God is with us
in a time of trouble and that He will
take care of us is not just for our chil-
dren. The reality of those words have
special meaning to me because of an
event that took place this past Septem-
ber.

It was late afternoon and | was can-
ning tomatoes. Because it is my big-
gest kettle, 1 filled my 21 Quart
pressure cooker with water and
started to bring it to a boil. In an ef-
fort 1o get the skins off the tomatoes, 1
put the tomatoes in a strainer and sub-
merged them into the cooker. Un-
thinkingly, 1 laiched the pressure
cooker lid. Then I went downstairs 1o
do a load of laundry. | got distracted,
however, and did several other house-
hold chores, 100, After 15 minutes or
so, I came back upstairs.

Remembering the tomatoes and
wanting to take care of them
promptly, I went over to the pressure
cooker and undid the lid. Boiling
water flooded out of the cooker and
onto my hands and the front of my
body. I realized at once 1 was badly
burned. Because of the testimonies
I've heard about blessings from the
consecrated olive oil, and because [ de-
sired God’s immediate intervention |
grabbed the olive oil and poured it
over my burns.

There was extreme pain
in my left hand and I knew
1 could not drive myself 10
the hospital. Taking inven-
tory of the situation, 1
asked my daughter,
Tabitha, t0 make three
phone calls. As I ran cool
water over my burns, she
dialed 911 and asked them
to send an ambulance.,
Then she called my father-
in-law, William Sheldon,
and told him the situation.
She also called her Aunt
Darl (Temple) and asked
her 10 call the Church peo-
ple for prayers.

When the ambulance
arrived the pain was excru-
ciating and we had to wait almost an
hour before we could leave for the
hospital. Yet, in the midst of this or-
deal, T felt God’s peace and Holy
Spirit with me. Even though T'was
burned and in pain I knew God would
take care of me. My in-laws arrived
just as they were putting me into the
ambulance, and my father-in-law was
able to administer to me. Brother
Nicholas Denham was at the hospital
when we arrived and he and my father-
in-law administered to me again. It
was wonderful 10 have them there full
of faith and love.

The doctor assessed my injuries. |
had second degree burns on my hands,
chest, stomach and thighs. I was admit-
ted to the hospital 5o they could con-
trol the pain and keep an eye on me.
As Tlay in the hospital bed that eve-
ning, waiting for my husband Randy
10 arrive, 1 felt the pain and heat in my
hand leave and coolness come over il
I knew at that moment that God had
blessed me. Throughout the night the
nurse came in and asked me if |
needed a pain pill. Each time she
would say, "Now let me know if you
start to have some pain. Don’t try to
be brave. We don’t want that pain to
get a head start.” I assured her that
was not trying to be brave, but I sim-
ply was not having any pain. The next
day before 1 left the hospital, the
morning nurse dressed my burns. She
commented that it was very unusual

that I was not in pain because second
degree burns are the most painful.

I was able to go about my daily rou-
tine within a day or two. As my burns
healed I had only minor discomfort,
even with an infection in one of them.

The only pain medicine I received was
the morphine the paramedics gave me
right after the accident. [ haven’t even
needed an aspirin. I do not attribute
this 10 "mind over matter” or "a high
tolerance to pain.” It is a blessing from
God and I want to thank and praise
Him! As I'write this, another theme
we had at Bible School comes to my
mind: "God Answers Prayer.” I know
the peace I experienced along with the
relief from pain came as a resuit of the
many prayers that were offered in my
behalf.

{want to thank all my brothers and
sisters who prayed for me. Lhave a
wonderful Church family.

In closing, I want 1o testify to ali
who read this that God does answer
prayer, and we can trust in Him no
matter what happens 10 us. I know
from experience that "God is our ref-
uge and strength, a very present help
in trouble.”

Becky Sheldon
Independence, Missouri
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ZION’S TEMPLE

Part Five {conclusion)

have previously empha-
V V sized the fact that the law
of Christ is to go forth

from the New Jerusalem (Zion), and
wish to here affirm that the temple
will be the seat or the very focal point
of that government. This temple will
be built on the property called the
Temple Lot, in possession of the
Church of Christ in the present city of
Independence, Missouri. However,
drastic changes
must yet take
place, both from a
spiritual and physi-
cal standpoint.
Were it not so, the
statement of
Christ could not be a reality: "Blessed
are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth” (Mait. 5:5).

It is not wisdom to attempt in this
treatise a rehearsal of the tragic events
prophesied in the scriptures to come
upon the gentile nations because of re-
jection of the fulness of the gospel,
and because this nation, with all oth-
ers, is rapidly deteriorating in spiritual
and moral values; in that the wicked
are numerically and rapidly outstrip-
ping the more righteous people, and
setting the stage of world events to un-
leash the fury of an offended God.
The culmination of the most terrible
events prophesied must very soon be a
reality, and Zion must become just as
real, or there should no flesh be saved.
For this reason we are told that -

“... Judgment must begin at the
house of God; and if it first begin at
us, what shall the end be of them that
obey not the gospel of God? And if
the righteous scarcely be saved, where
shall the ungodly and the sinner ap-
pear?” 1 Pet. 4:17-18.

The House of The Lord

There must be a correcting process
take place in the Church of Christ be-
fore Zion can be, and a temple within
a New Jerusalem be built; and we

must pray and be willing that the proc-

ess begin with ones self. The nations
must literally be humbled of God, and
the land of Zion laid waste; but the
saints will be preserved, and the peo-
ple of Israel "shall build the waste cit-
ies and inhabit them” (Amos 8:14),
and thus shall the New Jerusalem be
built and a holy temple erected.

Why do we say that the temple is

by Apostle William A. Sheldon

to be the seat of Christ’s government
upon earth? Isaiah 2:2-3 has been pre-
viously referenced. There we are told
that the nations (who remain afier the
desolation) will desire 1o "go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of
the God of Jacob”. Here, the word,
mountain, is used as a symbolic repre-
sentation of the government of the
Lord. This is borne out in Joel 3:17:
So shall ye know that I am the Lord
your God dwelling in Zion, my holy
mountain: then shall Jerusalem be
holy, and there shall no strangers
pass through her any more.

Even more specifically do we find
in the second chapter of Daniel
where, in the interpretation given to
Mebuchadnezzar’s dream, he saw a
stone cut out of 2 mountain without
hands {or, by God), and itself become
a great mountain (vs. 34,35,45). We
understand that the mountain from
which the stone was cut represented
the U.S5.A., and that the ston¢ repre-
sented the kingdom of God, or the es-
tablishment of this Church of Christ,

which occurred in 1830. The govern-
ment of Christ upon earth (the stone)
was cut out of this American nation,
or government, by the hand of God; it
is a divine institution, and not accom-
plished by human hands. So, the
"mountain of the Lord” to which the
nations shall flow in the last days, is
the Zion of God, the government of
Christ. They are to go to the "HOUSE
of the God of Jacob”, His holy temple;
and "out of Zion shali go forth the
LAW" (Isa. 2:3).

Furthermore, you may remember
that Christ told his apostles (Matthew
19:28):

Verily I say unto you, that ye which
have followed me, in the regenera-
tion when the son of man shall sit in
the throne of his glory, ye also shall
sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.

The regencration spoken of is a
Synonymous term meaning, resurrec-
tion. Thus, in the first resurrection,
Christ will bring His original apostles
(with Matthias in place of Judas), and
they all shall sit upon thrones (in His
temple, of course) and 1o judge the
tribes of Israel.

We are not to understand this judg-
ment to be in the sense of a final judg-
ment as in Rev. 20:12-13; note that it
applies only to the tribes of Israel.
The judgment to be exercised by those
apostles is in the same sense as the
Lord gave unto Israel to be ruled by
judges after Moses and Joshua had
passed away, and as the Nephites were
given judges after King Mosiah. Re-
member, 100, that the 12 disciples of
the Nephites are 1o be judged by the
12 apostles of Christ, and the
Nephites disciples are 1o judge the
seed of Nephi, as lesser judges (see 1
Nephi 3: 114-116).
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Through Isaiah (1: 26-27) the Lord
has said:

And I'will restore thy judges as at the
first, and thy counsellors as at the
beginning: afterward thou shalt be
called, The city of righteousness, the
faithful city. Zion shall be redeemed
with judgment, and her converts
with righteousness.

Through the righteousness of her
judges, shall all Israel become right-
eous, and Zion (the New Jerusalem)
together with a sanctified Jerusalem
of old, shall be as beacons to the na-
tions because of it; and the glory of
the Lord shall be there in Zion, and
her defense, as well (read Isa. 4:2-5).

"And there shall be a tabernacle (a
temple, W.A.S.} for a shadow in the
daytime from the heat, and for a place
of refuge, and for a covert from storm
and from rain” (ibid., 6).

Who will doubt that there is to be
a holy temple in the New Jerusalem?
Whether it be now that the temple
should be built is debatable. The
world is ripening in iniquity (surely it
must be nearly 1o the full), and when
God sees {it, divine justice will be
poured out beyond measure. but, at
the same time, He is moving even now
in preparation for the safety of His
saints, moving the cause of Zion, and
the eventual gathering of all Israel.
The New Jerusalem will be built by re-
pentant gentiles, who shall assist a re-
pentant remnant of Jacob (American
Indians who shall have been converted
to the gospel of Christ) to build that
holy city. This all seems to us a “racti-
cal impossibility, and a long way off,
but in so reckoning we, as usual, think
in terms of man’s ability, and not the
ability of God. 1 feel sure in my mind
that the speed of prophetic fulfillment
will increase in blinding, astounding
measure; and who of us are ready for
the great day of the Lord?

Nevertheless, it scems incumbent
upon those who are concerned with
the establishment of Zion and the
building of the house of the Lord 1o
be engaged in mighty fasting and
prayer. When shall His temple be
built and how may we assist? It is evi-
dent that latter day Israel (the Church
of Christ included) has not been suffi-

ciently desirous, nor spiritually pre-
pared, not willing to sacrifice to that
end. But God will bring it to pass in
His own time, by a willing people of
presently scattered Israel.

We have previously stated that
God must

sit and rule upon his throne; and he
shall be a priest upon his throne:
and the counsel of peace shall be
between them both ... And they that
are far off shall come and build in
the temple of the Lord ... "

give the w a(ﬁEmphaSiS
plans for His )

T
temple. Be- ... Judgment must A marginal

cause of spiri-

rual begin at the house
of God;”

revealment

reference for
the term, "shali
grow up out of

10 several
within the
Church, even
to some with-
out, | feel
that the plans which were executed in
1929 were given of God. Those plans
have incorporated instruction given
through Joseph Smith, that the inner
court is to be 55 feet by 65 feet (see
D&C 92:3 and 94:3), and that these di-
mensions are the only provisions hav-
ing claim to being divine instruction
at that time.

If we have erred in this, then we
need to find it out. But it’s time for
greater spiritual preparation, in-
creased humility, and a zeal to build -
to build the temple for the Lord! Let
us seek the Lord in a consistent man-
ner as to when and how we may assist
in this vital project, for His temple
cannot be built except by His direc-
tion. It would seem that in the passage
of so much time because of our failure
to qualify ourselves in the estab-
lishment of Zion, we need 1o concen-
trate our spiritual energy in this
matter in conjunction with a con-
certed effort to preach the gospel 10
the American Indian. With sucha
united effort, could we not expect,
then, that God would open the win-
dows of heaven for increased commu-
nication from Him? And so would be
fulfilied the word through the prophet
Zechariah (6:12,13, 13):

... Thus speaketh the Lord of hosts,

saying, Behold the man whose name

is The BRANCH, and he shall grow
up out of his place, and he shall
build the temple of the Lord: Even
he shall build the temple of the Lord,
and he shall bear the glory, and shall

his place”, is:

"branch up

from under

him". Christ, of
course, is the BRANCH. They who
branch up from under Him are the
saints of God; they are the branches
that bear fruit, because they abide in
the vine, the main Branch (see John
15:1-5). In such branches is revealed
the Christ, growing up "out of his
place”. The "place” of Jesus was in the
holy land, but He is seen in His desci-
ples wherever they are, even in Amer-
ica (o1, "out of His place”).

But He, the Branch, will build the
temple of the Lord, or give the plans,
and use those who abide in Him in
this wonderful project. And many of
these laborers shall be from afar. Will
these laborers include a handful from
the Church of Christ? It is up 10 us.

Z4
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TESTIMONY OF
THE AMERICAN
INDIAN AND THE
STICK OF JOSEPH

“Compi!ed by Harvey E. Seibel

Part Twenty

B MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS OF-
FERING FURTHER EVIDENCES
TO THE TRUTHFULNESS OF
THE BOOK OF MORMON

The Book of Mormon makes men-
tion of the horse and other large ani-
mals:

Mr. E. Richmond Thomas in his ar-
ticle "Death Trap of Prehistoric
Beasis” for the Travel Magazine (MNo-
vember 1934) says that between the
years 1906 and 1913 many large ex-
tinct animals were brought up out of
the tar pits, "Among these beasts were
imperial elephants, mastodons, saber-
toothed tigers, camels, bison, ground
sloths...” (cited in Roy Weldon, Other
Sheep, p. 105). Note the great flood
could have caused this particular de-
struction, but so could the crucifixion
catastrophe in this country.

Stephen D. Peet in his book "An-
cient Monuments and Ruined Cities,”
(vol. 4, p. 456), says that the first
Americans were contemporary with gi-
gantic animals which have passed
away never to return. He states that
they had to contend with the Masio-
don, the Megatherium, the Mylodon,
the Megalonyx, the clephant, etc,,
(cited in Roy Weldon, ibid,, p. 106).

In regard to the horse, from an arti-
cle in the American Encyclopedia
cited in Roy Weldon’s "Other Sheep,”
p. 106, its fossil remains are so com-
mon in both North and South Amer-
ica that no doubt can remain of the
former existence of the horse on this
continent.

The Book of Mormon says that the
Nephites fought their wars using
quilted armor:

"When the Tultecs fought they
would put on some sort of long tunics
down 10 the heels, of a thousand col-
ors, embroidered, and very closely
woven and thick, so that no matter
how hard they would hit each other
with the lances - for these were what

they most used - they could not pass
them; and they used long lances, and
others which were thrown and clubs
garnished with iron. They wore mori-
ons and helmets of brass and gold, and
some used the rodelas particularly
those who had clubs” (Works of Ix-
tlilxochitl cited in Hunter the Fergu-
son, Ancient America and the Book of
Mormon, pp. 274-275).

Rapid formation of Stalactites dis-
proves the vast time theory:

Constance Irwin in her book "Fair
Gods and Stone Faces™ (p. 89) relates
the archaeological discovery of one of
the ancient tombs in Central America.
As the archaeologist (Ruz) entered
into the interior of the pyramid he
came upon long stalactites which
trailed from high ceilings and slender
stalagmites which rose from the floor.
At best it is not likely that this pyra-
mid is much over 2,000 to 3,000 years
old.

B THE COTTON PROOF

The cotton plant is one of the
greatest proofs for the migration of
people to America via either the Pa-
cific or Atlantic oceans and not via the
Bering Straits as so often conjectured.

According to George Carter, a
botanist, in his paper which was read
before the 29th meeting of the Inter-
national Congress of Americanists
held in New York City (September
1949), there are three groups of this
plant known. Of the three types the
first has thirteen large chromosomes.
The second has thirteen small chromo-
somes, and the third has thirteen
small and thirteen large chromo-
somes. The cotton with the large chro-
mosomes i8 native to the old world
while the new world wild cotton has
the small chromosomes. The cotton,
however, which was composed of both
the large and small chromosomes was
cultivated by the cultured settlers of
Middle America. It is a blend of the
old world and new world cotton. (See
Hunter and Ferguson, Ancient Amer-
ica and the Book of Mormon, p. 307).
The early settlers must have brought
the Old World cotton with them and
blended it with the New World cotton
to create the new cotton.

The domesticated New World
twenty-six chromosome cotion ap-
pears to have been carried to the Poly-
nesian Islands where this cotton was

also cultivated in pre-European times
(ibid, p. 307).

Constance Irwin in discussing the
question of how cotton seeds were
brought to America from Asia in the
second millennium B.C. disclaims that
they could have been brought over by
birds, who won’t touch the things, nor
by the west wind across such a vast dis-
tance or even by a Stone Age traveler
via the Bering Strait whose time in
transit would far exceed the germina-
tive life of the seed. The only conclu-
sion remaining, says she, is an
unidentified man in a vessel. (Fair
Good & Stone Faces, p. 280).

Cyrus H. Gordon in his book "Be-
fore Columbus” (p. 145) assures us (ac-
cording to botanists) that American
cotton, which is characterized by thir-
teen large and thirteen small chromo-
somes, is the product of hybridizing
the wild native American plant with
the Old World cotton such as was
grown in ancient Egypt. He then goes
on to say that the Old World variety
could pot have reached America by
northern Viking routes because the
cold kills it; nor could it have floated
with the currents across the ocean be-
cause water kills it; nor could it have
been carried by birds because they will
not touch the cotton boll that con-
1ains the seeds. His conclusion is that
the Old World variety must have been
brought dry, aboard ship, via warm
sea-lanes,

B OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST -
FOOD PLANTS GIVEN TO US
FROM AMERICA

The Irish Potato - MNative of Peru
and given to us by the Incas; Corn;
Pineapples; Squashes and Pumpkin;
Sweet Potatoes and Yams; Avocados;
Beans (Kidney, lima, black, navy, in
fact all beans except soybeans and the
horse bean); Persimmons; Tomatoes;
Peanuts; Peppers (sweet and hot); To-
bacco; Rubber; Turkey; Chocolate;
Vanilla Bean; Manioc or Cassava
(used to make Tapioca); Blackberries;
Chewing Gum; Black Raspberries;
Gooseberries; Quinine and Cocaine.

4

172

December 1990



Zion’s Advocate

State. Our prayers are with all of you and
pray that we may be always spreading the  the effort 1o meet together 1o wor-
Gospel here. 1 also would like to sharea  ship the Lord and hear His gospel.
poem I wrote, excuse me if it sounds famil- This concern is for other locals as

iar, I may have heard bits and pieces over ~ well as ours. Many do not seem to ap-
the years from different ones. preciate the freedom and privilege we

few in number who diligently make

Bradley Local News

Dearest Brothers and Sisters in

Christ:
Brother and Sister Bruner and

Brother and Sister Kauffman took the
time 1o visit Bradley, Ml to putona
musical program. They spent an ex-
tended weekend with Elder LaVerne
and Sister Joyce Lussenden in Hop-
kins, M1, whose hospitality, as usual,
is to be commended.

The spirit of song filled the air on
the eve of September 22, 1990, which
was also Brother and Sister Lussen-
den’s 39th wedding anniversary.
Brother and Sister Kauffman and
Brother and sister Bruner graced the
Bradley Local with songs of inspira-
tion and praises unto our heavenly
Savior. our little local was packed 10
the walls with 110 people consisting of
not only our local worshippers but
neighboring community churches as
well.

Smiles on faces and applause fol-
lowed each number. What a gift of
love that permeated the air. But, how
much more happy must the Lord have
been when he looked down and saw 50
many of his people gathered together
in his name.

Brother Bruner provided us with
God's words at services on Sunday.
There was a potluck dinner afierward,
They then left for the long journey
home.

We wish to once again thank the
Bruners and Kauffmans for the effort
on their part to spread God’s word
through song.

God’s Blessings o All,

Pam Lussenden

Secretary, Bradley Local

Flint News

"Tis good to follow the Master

And be prayerful throughout every day

If we yield to his gentle calling

In his arms he’ll keep us 10 stay

Tho trials may always beset us

And the cares that cause us {0 sway

We may stumble, but he says

My child, I'll be there for you along
the way

He asks us to love his children

And help those that go astray

To let our faith in Jesus

Shine forth as the Suns bright ray

He promises a crown of Glory
For those who want to stay
He asks only 1o love me

And I'tl help you throughout every day

Your Brother in Christ
Priest Adam Porter

Grand Junction News

Over the past months we have en-
joyed visits from members of Christ’s

family from Arizona, Missouri and Colo-

rado.
In August Sister Alvina Bell under-

went serious stomach surgery for cancer.

Please remember her in your prayers as
her recovery has been slow.

We mourn the passing of our loved
one, Elder Harvey Bell, on October 25,
He was always willing to help those in
need and to teach Christ’s gospel 1o all
who would hear. He left with us knowl-
edge of the Lord’s doctrine and hope in

His promises to those who obey His com-

mandments. Brother Harvey did not
want us to grieve for his leaving this life
to go home to the Lord, as his suffering

have of meeting together to worship.
Several in this local also have other
trials which need your earnest prayers.
Joan Larsen
Advocate Reporter

Temple Lot Local News

We've been busy and blessed with
special Fall days. On September 16th,
Leslie and Irene Case hosted an
Open House in honor of Bertha
Case’s 90th birthday. Over 90 people
attended - the weather was perfect, so
the large crowd could be inside and
outside.

September 23rd, Elder/Bishop Ed
Podhola, from Michigan, was our
guest speaker. Brother Podhola has
not been in Missouri for some time
because of ill health. While he still
has health problems and needs con-
tinued prayers, he was blessed with
strength to spend a week with us and
meet with the Bishops, finalizing con-
struction arrangements for the new
church. He is always a phone call
away for decision making, but his at-
tendance and contribution at this
time were deeply appreciated.

On September 29th, John Bell,
from Grand Junction, spoke to us.
Johnny and Enid were in town for a
“surprise” early-birthday celebration
for Lois Harris, who will be 80 on
New Year’s Eve (when it’s a bit more
difficult for family to travel here). Al-
most all brothers, sisters, children,
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren met at the Red Rooster Restau-
rant in Polo, Missouri, on October
6th. We’re thankful Johnny and Enid

in this life would then be over. Many fam-
Dear friends, ily member and friends came to pay their

We are glad to share some news from last respects as Brother Harvey was laid
around Flint. Well our numbers have de- 10 rest on October 29. His family is grate-
creased some here. Brother Charles and  ful to all those who came to visit Brother
Sister Amy Pinder with their 2 girls Harvey and offered assistance and
Amanda and Kelly moved to Phoenix prayers for all of us during his illness.
Arizona. They will be missed here, but ~ YOur love and support have strength-
Phoenix will be gaining a nice family ened us in our time of sorrow.
into the fold. Well , plans are under way ~ Sister Margie Downs and Brother
for the November Harvest dinner, last  Aric Downs have recently had surgery
years was quile a success so we are all and would appreciaic an interest in your

looking forward to meeting with our prayers. Prayers and testimonies from
brothers and sisters from all over the members of our local and from visitors

have expressed concern because of the

were back in Grand Junction with
their Dad and our dear brother, Elder
Harvey Bell, as he finished his life
and left us on October 25th. Many of
his children are members of our lo-
cal; we share their loss.

An added blessing at the Oclober
71h Sacrament Service was the ordina-
tion to Elder of Brother James H.
Case. Jim is the eldest son of Elder-
/Bishop Leslie Case and the eldest
grandson of the late Evangelist May-
nard Case. This family’s ministry has
blessed the Church for many years.
Jim is always counted on to grab his
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tools and make or repair anything. Part
of Jim’s testimony is that he was shown

that the Bible and Book of Mormon are
his tools.

Our October 19th Craft and Bake
Sale was organized by young women of
the local and assisted by their Moms,
Aunts, Grandmothers, and friends from
both Independence locals. The entrance
to Wal-Mart was the sale site. After
spending 12 hours there, we think the
whole world passes thru their doors.
The Sale netted $813 in one day for the
Building Fund.

October 20th was the fifth annual
Cider Press and Potluck supper hosted
by Don and Bonnie Case in Higginsville,
and attended by members of several cen-
tral Missouri Locals. We pressed 80 gal-
lons of cider through Don’s antique
press. Jugs of cider were sold at the end
of the day, adding $325 to the Building
Fund. After the work, we had a feast
and fun.

On October 31st the final survey of
the Temple Lot was completed for the
building project. At long last, the con-
struction will begin! By the time you re-
ceive this, with God’s help, the building
will be framed in. Please pray for safety
of the workers, a late and mild winter,
and a speedy completion of the project.

The October issue of the Phoenix Lo-

cal’s Hand of Fellowship featured let-
ters from isolated members. They
reminded me of our family’s 15 years in
Ames, lowa, and the many blessings we
had while we were away from a Local. It
also made me wish all these people
could be with us at this very busy time to
take part in our activities. We are so
blessed 10 be part of a large group - so
many ministers - 50 much family - and to
be here at this history-making time. The
new church building will hold three
times as many people as the old one. If
anyone is considering a move, come 10
Independence and share all this!

Sincerely,

Joyce Harris, Reporter

Harvey John Bell

{Continued from page 168)

In 1957, the Bell Family moved to
Grand Junction, Colorado, where build-
ing was going strong. Harvey loved the
carpenter trade and left many examples
of his labors in cabinet making, furni-
ture and gifts with his children and
grandchildren. His love for the moun-
tains and outdoors gave him an appre-
ciation for hunting fishing and camping.

Harvey was ordained an Elder in
the Church of Christ in July, 1950, and
served as Pastor of the Ava Local and
later the Grand Junction Local. He left
a strong faith and hope in the scrip-
tures through Jesus Christ with those
to whom he ministered. He was firm in
his belief that the scriptures meant
what they said and said what they
meant.

Brother Harvey Bell is survived by
his wife, Alvina, of Grand Junction,
who is recovering from an illness, six
daughters Alice Larsen and Lois Bell
of Grand Junction, Irene Case of Kan-
sas City, Missouri, Edith Case of Lee’s
Summit, Missouri, Fern Sarratt of
Bates City, Missouri, and Caroline
Hedrick of Independence, Missouri;
one son, John E. Bell, of Clifton, Colo-
rado; 23 grandchildren, 33 great-grand-
children and one
great-great-granddaughter. Harvey’s
three brothers and foster sister pre-
ceded him in death.

We who remain give thanks to a
wise and merciful God who has given
us such a great heritage. Though we
will miss this one we loved so much, we
will forever appreciate the example and
light of Jesus Christ he left with us.

A Tribute to Dad from His Eldest
With Love, from Alice {Larsen)
I recall when my Dad was young
how handsome he was and so strong
He could work with the strength of two
and end the day with a song,
Competitive in work and games
with his keen wit and ready smile,
He won respect and hosts of friends
extended o’er many a mile.
Many of those friends have gone
and dear ones he has known
Have travelled to another life,
as the years have swiftly flown.
Still he is strong in many ways --
those who know him well reflect --
Strong in aspects of character
that still earn love and deep respect.

¢ When I was but a little child,

waking frightened in the night,

' Pdcall my Daddy and he’d come

bringing the old lamp turned up
bright.

Through many years of life since then

I have seen him carry the light -
Not of the old kerosene lamp,

but glowing faith and truth so bright.
He isn’t one 10 wave a torch

or grand words of philosophy,
Neither a follower of any man

nor seeking a leader to be;

Humbly he leads by example
while teaching in simplicity

The wonderful gospel of Christ,
whose servant and minister is he.

One time [ drew decorations
and put them on Dad’s birthday cake -
Just a few plain simple symbols -
a "record” of his life 10 make:
A walking plow and sheaf of wheat
told of the farm years that he spent;
A saw and hammer then were placed
for building trade and art talent.
The labors thus exemplified
are of his life a minor part;
Above them, love and family
were portrayed by a good full heart.
The Scriptures which have been his
guide
were there, equal with love, to bless;
Hovering, 100, for joy and peace,
there was the dove of happiness.

Dad’s house was full of giggling girls
(who sometimes made Mom giggle
100)
And one tall son. Some sternness
taught
us 1o obey, be peaceful, true.
A family needs a balancing
of learning, fun, worship and work;
It takes wise discipline and love;
these things good parents do not shirk.
Dad was the strong head of the house,
our hero, friend, and guardian too;
He taught all the good old virtues,
as all loving dads should do.
Each evening came our study time;
a chapter of Scriptures was read,
We knelt and Dad or Mom would pray,
then children were tucked into bed.

And as we all became adulis,
responsible and reverent 1o,
We realized how we’d been blessed
1o have parents as good as you.
Words are 100 weak to thank you, Dad,
for sacrifices vou have made,
The long vears of your dear hands’
work,
your supporting and your aid.
How dear I deem the many items
in sickness, grief or other need
When I've called "Daddy”, and you
came
with faith wise words and helpful deed.
The staunchness of your faith in God,
your teaching us to have that trust,
Are equalled by your gentle love,
bidding us be tolerant, just.

1 hope when | am eighty-five

my kids will think I'm half as fine.
May you have many happy days!

And much love 10 you, Daddy-mine!
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News From Warrensburg

Inasmuch as it has been quite some time since we have sent
news to our Zion’s Advocate, we apologize and would like to
take the time now to extend warm greetings to all. We will try
to put in print a few of the many happenings that we have been
blessed with these many months.

We have been very busy with our Lord’s work. Although we
are few in number, our meetings have been full of spiritual food.
Our pastor, Elder Eugene Gould, keeps our faith and hopes
strong with the old time gospel truth that has been taught in
former years. We have had a number of sermons from visiting
ministry, which carry the same thought of the love of Christ and
the need to serve Him with all our heart, mind and strength.

On July 28th, 1990, a very beautiful wedding was held in
Warrensburg with Elder Eugene Gould joining our Sister in
Christ, Heather Stephens, with Troy Craig in Holy Matrimony.
Mr. and Mrs. Craig are residing in Warrensburg while Heather
attends C.M.S.U. and Troy is working for Osco Co.

Very soon now, we will be dedicating a new building to our
Lord and Saviour. With the finishing touches almost com-
pleted, we would like to extend our hands in welcome to all who
wish to come worship with us. To get here, you take Hwy. 13
south of Warrensburg to Jct. Y and go east about 1 mile until
you get to the first gravel road that turns south. You go down
that gravel road only about 1/4 of a mile to the first cross road
where you should be able to see our building nestled there
among the trees. Our new address is: Rt. 5, Box 447B, Warrens-
burg, MO 64093,

Our heartfelt thanks to all those who have been with us from
time to time, your prayers, your thoughts, your encouragement
and your precious hugs and handshakes. Our thanks and praise
go out to our Father and His son, Jesus Christ, who has brought
about all these blessings. Please remember us in your prayers as
we shall remember you.

Your Sister in Christ

Sarah Brantner

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?
Speed delivery of your “Advocate” by sending us your new address
immediately. Mail to address listed below.
Each undeliverable “Advocate” is now costing the church 30¢. We would
rather spend this on delivering your paper than on its return to us.

ZION’S ADVOCATE
{USPS 6993-0000)
P.0. Box 472
Independence, Mo 64051-0472

Second Class Postage Paid
independence, Mo 64051

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Vogel
9089 Elstner

Rockford, M1 49341

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS
The foliowing materials are available on loan to members of the Church
of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Committee.

Slide Programs with Taped Narration

Specify program{s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the make of
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in
the independence or Phoenix areas.

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and for your
own preview of the programs. For more information on these slide/tape
programs, see the March 1984 issue of the Zion's Advocate, page 47. To
order a slide program, write to Gary Housknecht, 11308 E. 78th St, Baytown,
Mo 64138,

Mexico, Land of Contrast (39 minutes) — llustrates how modiern archeo-
logical finds in the Americas lend credence to the Book of Mormon and the
story it tells of the continents’ former inhabitants.

Out of the Dust {45 minutes) — Tells the story found within the Book of
Mormon.

Light at Evening {27 minutes) — Story of the bringing forth of the Book
of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in the 1820’s and
1830.

The Return {12 minutes) — Reveals the significance of the return to the
“land of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of Christ especially as
holders of Title to the dedicated Tempie Lot

Holy Scriptures on Audio Cassette Tapes

Complete sets narrating the King James Version of the Bible New
Testament and the entire Book of Mormon. Write fo Dan Lawrence, 8420
Lee’s Summit Rd., Kansas City, MO 64139,

Sermons on Audio Cassette Tapes

For a sermon on cassette tape write to Mike Kelley, 1949 E. Libby St,
Phoenix, AZ 85022, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Rd., K.C., MO 64136,
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