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by Apostle William A. Sheldon 

On the morning of January 1, 1 at 
9:30 or 10:00 AM., the General Church Headquarters 
building on the Temple Lot (and home of the Temple Lot 

in Independence, was set 
afire by a former member of the Church of 

the roof and the interior of the upper floor. 
For practical purposes, the building is no 

tenable and must be demolished. 
This former member, now in jail and with 

arson and burglary, was baptized into another Restora-
tion church shortly after a member of the 

of Christ 
year ago on January 1, 1989). 
was unacceptable to the Church of and being un-

to acknowledge his error, he was informed that his 

• 

I I 

viously alluded to within the hac>rinrt 

the Church. 
At this on 1 , 1 the for 

with this emergency has not been determined ex
cept for the assumption that members of the Temple Lot 
Local Church will feel free, and are invited to become ac-

engaged in the services at the East 
Local church. 

Undoubtedly, the insurance on the 
etc., is far from to facilitate the erection of a 

new building or to recover the loss of 
and other properties of the Church on the 
ever, all Church documents survived. 

It will be incumbent upon 
who can do so, and are to 

send donations toward the of a new structure 
the of other facilities as may be determined 
the future. Such donations may be sent to the Church 

in this church was no valid. Fund" and as for re-
of the seems to have been ,.,1"'""'...,"''"t of the Send 

a delusion this former member entertained rela- tions to: 
to a imminent invasion of the United Church of Christ 

enemy which would a Box472 
Lot to be cleansed fire. This had been pre-

More on page 11 
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Guest Editorial ... 

------ "To Err is Human" 

4 

by Priest Bill Malone 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Which is worse: taking 
offense or giving 

offense? 

Both are in opposition 
the teachings of 

Jesus. 

I'm sure that everyone who reads 
this article has known an active 

,,.r, ,,.~,~~ Christian who has 

aec;1ml0 to to church. 
Some of our very dear friends and 

who are brothers and 
sisters in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
have reduced their association with 
the church drastically if not complete-

When I take the time to talk with 
some of these brethren, too often the 
reason given for their absence is 
hard feelings between individuals. 

To err is human; 

To forgive, divine. 

We aren't always kind to one 
another. We don't always treat each 
other with brotherly love. There are 
times when we might "have a right to 
be angry" - or do we? Where in ail 
the scriptures does it give us the 
right to be angry and to stay angry 
with Some scripture taken 
out of context be used to 
prove a point but the message Jesus 
taught was not anger, but love; not 
revenge, but forgiveness; not frustra

but peace and comfort; not 
oneself and allowing our 

nrn,hlo,mc to but r~r·~~'"' 

man" 
tendencies common to all 
are to God. In His 
mercy He nrrnnru,,., 

overcome those 
must on His We cannot do 
it alone. Each of us has to work hard 
to overcome those natural tenden-
cies like offense at 

or intentional or 

Which is worse: offense or 
Both are in ornoo~;1-

tion to the teachings of Jesus. 
now what? We have offended 

parties. What do we 

do? We look deep within our-
selves. We don't worry about getting 
an apology; we worry about 
one - as soon as we can. It is 
wrong to take offense; it creates a 
barrier between you and your 
brother. On the other hand, don't let 
those things that might have of
fended continue to be a question in 
your mind. Go to your brother with 
reassurance that no offense was in
tended. 

"And above all things have fervent 
love among yourselves; for love shall 
cover the multitude of sins." I Peter 
4:8 

Jesus says, "Therefore if thou 
bring thy gift to the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother hath 
ought against thee, leave there thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way; 
first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift." Mat
thew 5:23 

This is the time of our probation. 
We are not to dwell on mistakes or 
shortcomings in someone else's life 
but recognize how many of our own 
weaknesses we have yet to over
come. We must apply the Gospel of 
Christ to every situation in our lives. 
Our dealings with one are 
very important to our lord and very 
pertinent to our salvation. 

as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my 

ye have done it unto me." 
Matthew 25:40 

and ye shall not be 
condemn not and ye shall 

ever 
has need to be 
bert 

""""''" and ye 
Luke 6:37 
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I remember it so clearly. When I 
was a child I often heard my 

mother and her brothers and sisters 
talk about it. in their eyes I'm 
sure, could see clearly all the faults 
and weaknesses too) their father was 
an honest-to-goodness hero. Their 
voices held admiration for his deter
mination and courage, and awe at 
the sometimes dramatic ways in 
which God used him and sent 
miraculous blessings to and 
him. I can still get prickles down my 

just thinking of some of these 
wonderful stories. I know many of 
you have heard just such 

accounts of your missionary 
father or grandfather, or a dear old 
friend of the family. are a of 
our which we treasure and 
for which we are 

Then and this I remember with 
wonder too - the voices would grow 
tender as talked about their 
mother. 
absolute dedication to his 
her faith that no matter what life 

didn't she and her 
children would be taken care of. She 
believed that she had a work to do 
too, the task of getting without 
him for much of the time and without 
the financial, physical and emotional 
help he could have given if he had 
stayed at home. I often heard my 
mother say something like this. 

"When he gets to the pearly gates 
the will say to him, 
Jim. Come right in and take a seat 
here in front of the throne' When she 
gets there the greeting will be, 

you up and take the seat 
next to Jim's'. 

the 

to see that the wives who sup
them wholeheartedly have a mis

sion too. Without them and their 
these dedicated men would find the 
burden much heavier. 

dream began to form ... a 
vision of how great a responsibility 
and it could be for a 
woman to fill this place. Within the 
vision was an admittedly vague 
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desire to live the dream. As I grew 
older I married a wonderful man, but 
not one of what only later became 
my beloved church family. When we 
moved to Minneapolis, then in 

degree when we moved to 
southern Missouri, the dream came 
back. But now I realized that it was 
too late for me to live it ... unless 

I saw in action the wives 
of present day ministers, 

serve part
time. Some 
were given 

"'IJ'""'·cu work 
that allowed 
them to serve 
without 

wives 
were able to 
bear. Some 
gave their 
lives com-

to the 
church. All 
their wives 
were an in

to 
me. are 
still serving 
now, there 
and else-
where. 

Some were 

I sat in a sacrament meeting in 
the Lot Church and knew 

that one young man was 
to serve in the Within 

minutes an elder stood up and called 
him to be a He ended with 

that seemed to be fulfillment 
of 

of 

dream has come 
proxy. And there will be more, 

With so much love to 

Donna Moser 

A Woman's Dream 

A 

64052 

5 



6 

'sAdvocate 

I Have Eternal 

of your sins and 
forsake and humble your-
selves before and ask in 

of heart that he would 
And now, if you 

see that 

believe that most of us have 
come to a of the 

of God. It goes on to say that 
salvation comes to him that his 
trust in the Lord and that we must 

His commandments and con-
tinue in the even unto the end 
of our the life of the mortal 
This salvation can come to all who 
do these and to none other. 

are also told to "Believe in God", 
and "Believe that ye must of 

and forsake them. As 
Go and sin no more." 

ourselves before God. 

21 
.:,u,:;ar,,:::, of a rod of iron 

even 
tcrnnnt<:>t,,-.ne of the Devil cannot 

hold over us. But we must 
cling to the word of 

an cost. 

a 
whom he may devour:" Satan is 

his best to tear the 
Church of Christ We must be 

are told to watch and pray 
Matthew 24:42-46: 

Watch therefore: for ye 
what hour your Lord doth come. 

that if the r,r.r.rt,m 

watch the thief would come, 
would have and 
not have suffered his house to be 
broken up. therefore be ye also 

for in such an hour as ye 
think not the of man cometh 
Who then and 

1990 



Part Ten 

the creation which ushered 
first age we know we are 
told Boturini that then 

to appear on the earth. This 
or ' was called the 

of the water, and it was ended 

1990 

The first of these destructions 
recorded in Ether 4: 3-1 

war commenced between the sons 
Akish and Akish which lasted for 

all the 
30 souls 

,arn,..,,m,11, The second destruction 
4:32-41 was about 

a dearth and starvation corn-

anyone and if anyone 
escape, he was of those who were 
more which was in the year 

visited a flood which 
even the most mountains. After-
the of the earth the 
descendants of a few families 

the 



say that they were 
zin ... 

were destroyed and exter
minated by great calamities and 

from heaven, for some 
grave sins that they had 
and there is even opinion of some of 
these ancient histories that these 

descend from the 
Chichirnecas and 
say that in these northern lands 
where the ancient of the 
Chichimecas stood, there are 
ces where men of more than 

these 

live ... 
destruction that 

had was in the 
year and that the natives call 

which means rabbit num-
299 YEARS BEFORE THE 

OF JESUS 
and with them ended the third age 
which was called 

of the 

cited in Hunter & 
America and the Book 

pp, 

Our fall weather has been very 
and somewhat warm. Some 

farmers are to move their cat-
tle because their ponds have 

At the time I we are con-
cerned about brush fires as the 
leaves are thick and in our 

and th ere have been some 

fire are we oc1:::m,1or 
face in our Ozark 
will us to cope as He has done 
so many times before. 

,antc,rnl""\or the 

was able to see her new 
child. 

Zion's Advocate 

Mormon account, the first settlers 
were destroyed between the dates of 
279 B.C. and 130 B.C. The second 
settlers arrived in 600 B. C. and had 
become agreat nation 
the Jaredites had been 
off the face of the land. 

from 

The Book of Mormon says 
that the people of zarahem
la discovered the sole sur
vivor of the first settlers." 

... on the banks of the Atoyac 
which is the one that passes 

between Puebla and 
found some of the 

the and extermina-
tion of the second age." of 

cited in Hunter & 
Ancient America and the 

p. 1 

AVA Local Report 

In November our newest baby 
(Joe and Sue Smith's 

the fever. But now little Leah has 
recovered and is 

for which we thank God. 
the Ava local 

1V'-1Uc;,u many miles. The 
when Tim Smith from New 

York and his daughter, Amber, came 
to spend the week before Th~~nk~ni·,1-

with his parents, Brother and 
Sister Joe Smith. is in the 4th 

Sue Smith went to Atlanta, 
for her There were 25 
of her 

The Book of Mormon tells 
us that the Nephites were 
the second settlers after 
Jaredites. 

"The Tultecas were the second 
settlers of this land after the decline 
of the giants of lxtlil-
xochitl, ibid) 

Before taking up with the tradi
tions concerning the second settlers 
we wish to make the following com
ment: Some writers refer to the-
T oltecs as both the "Ancient Ones" 
(the Quinames or the first set-

and the later the 
Nahuas or Nahuatls. The Olmecs 
were the third group of al-

are sometimes confused 
with the second group of colonizers. 
It is my (hes) opinion that the An
cient T oltecs or Quinames were the 

the Nahuas or later T oltecs 

were the Mulekites or the descen
dants of Mulek. 

Month 

time im over 20 years. During the 
weekend Sue and her sisters went to 
Tennessee to visit their mother , a 
resident in a hospital. 

Ella and 
spent Thanksgiving with the 

Brother and 

to be with their 
Pam and her son, Grant. 
Sister Lorraine Welton and Sister 
Georgia Warfield went to the Bass 
Pro for 

that 
it was u,;,,;.u.nnun 

occasion. Brother and Sister Arthur 

1990 



of my sons, 
and five of our grandchildren, a very 

crowd. 
At home or away, we enjoyed this 

time to thank God for all the 
goodness He gives us. And we thank 
Him that all travelers are safely home. 

On Saturday, December 2, our 
had a bake and craft sale in 

Ava. This was also the day of the 
Parade. We watched the 

- my son, David, and Brother 
Earl Darlington's granddaughter, 
Crystal, were marching with the 
seventh grade band - and also made 
some money for our building fund. 
Yes, we are again trying to finish the 
remodeling of our church building. 

Zion's Advocate 

a report, 
have some notes from sermons that I 
want to include. We have had so 
many good sermons in the 
last three months. 

• "Christ has made a 
covenant that He will be 
good for our needs. With 
Him we can conquer evil." 

• "Are we part of the problems 
or are we asking God to 
help solve them? Each in
dividual person who follows 
God's way helps. We have 
aresponsibility to do so." 

• "God does not change -
this helps us in all things." 

• "We fail to add to our 
knowledge because we 
don't find time to study." 

• "We lose patience and 
brotherly kindness because 
we allow ourselves to be
come too tired." 

• "Whoever fears God - to him 
is the word of salvation 
sent." 

Estella Davis, Reporter 

Independence Temple Lot Local News 

Praise God from whom all bless-
flow. Praise Him for the long 

mild fall, ideal for travel. Brother and 
Sister Leslie P. Case visited Sister 
Irene's parents, Brother and Sister 
Harvey Bell, other relatives and 
friends in Grand Junction, Colorado, 
before going on to the Phoenix 
Reunion. Sister Caroline Hedrick and 
Brother and Sister Rodger Bruner 
were also in attendance from our 
local. Brother and sister Warren 
Johnson from St. Louis, Missouri 
were there on Friday of the Reunion. 
It was less warm and sunny for the 
Marvin Cases and Ber -
tha in Prior Lake, Minnesota 
where they were guests of Bar-

Brother John Case and the 
and for the Brother Alvin Harris 

Minnesota to 
his and 

The November 5 Sacrament meet
was in charge of Elder 

Bruner assisted by Elder LeRoy 
vvr·,u:c,,nn servers were Benny 

and Denham. Speakers 
November were Elders Leslie P. 
Case (Newly retired from the 
and Light Company) - Scott Harris, 

January 1990 

Loren Bryant, Alvin Harris, Forest E. 
Maley, and LeRoy Wheaton. 

Elder Alvin Harris was in charge 
of the December 3 Sacrament meet

assisted by Scott Harris who 
brought the scripture reading and 
remarks. Elders Gerry Case and 

Case served the sacrament. 
The United Workers met at the 

home of Sister Edith to prepare 
Christmas gifts for the Sunday 
School children, and a potluck lunch 
was served at noon. 

A shower was hosted by 
and Rudd at the 

Lot Church for Kristen Jean-
nette of 
and Bob Cagle who was born 
November 15, and came with her 

to the shower as the beauti
of honor. Kristen is the gran-
of Mrs. Loretta and 

Brother and Sister James H. 
the great grandaughter of Brother 
and Leslie and of Sister 
Thomas S. 

will be no need to 
stroll out to the north edge of the 

Lot You will feel lonesome. 

The maple tree that stood there for 
over a hundred years, it is 
was cleared away by three of our 
men with their chain saws. Other 
volunteers loaded it into trucks and 
hauled it off. It was found to be par
tially hollow and diseased, though it 
had been alive. The many who 
paused there to pray will miss this 
landmark. It was found burn-

at 1 a.m. Firemen and tree sur-
geon worked together to out the 
flame. It was removed on 
November 14. 

A group 

tion program. 
care and winterizing work to mem-
bers to their 
services for hire. 

It was a 
the East Local 

on 
December 6. 

Sister Manon Lawrence will direct 
the choir and choir to 

to us the most heart warm
of the season, our ( 'hri,::,l·mc,e 

nuv,r,:,m on 24. 

Irene Y. Maley 
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hear of snow and 
cold from states but we 

continue to the warm weather 
is famous for. We never 

those of you who are far away, 
and we want to share a 

few of our with you. 
As a result of a report from the 

ministers' conference, our 
local has implemented a missionary 
outreach program, t;;:,1Jt;1..,,cm 

toward the areas around our 
A committee of six a leaflet 
and book marker concerning God's 

and for this land. The 

been set aside in our local as a 
of and prayer toward this 

cause. 
Elders Hube Yates, Jim Yates 

Dick Wheaton and 
r,...,,"'""'" Don Mclndoo attended the 
Navaho Tribal Fair for five days in 

They were able to intro
duce the Book of Mormon to 

Zion's Advocate 

and with those were 
terested. Brother Wheaton is avail
able in that area to follow up on 
contacts. A church wide of fast-

and prayer added 
to this endeavor. 

also had its fun mo
ments in our local. One vcuu""'"' 

found our children crowded around 
three booths, trying their skill at 

t - balloons with 

U'\llf"\\Allnrl COf"\Jl!"'•O he was 

confirmed his and 
Elder Hube Yates. The hand of fellow-

was extended to him following 
the service. Doug is an important 

of our local and we are p1ease:d 
with his decision to be part of 
Christ's church. 

A new life arrived in our local on 
November 8. Christopher Jordan 
was born to Mike and Val Kelley. 

nct.nnhnr had at 

and remained the a 
few extra He later had surgery 
to correct a We are thankful 

that he is home now and 
of Yn<J>Vll'1irl 

over him 
the Sunday service of reunion 
Apostles Don Housknecht and Don 
Mcindoo. Little(?) Christopher 
weighed 9 pounds and 4 ounces and 
was 23 inches long. 

God continued his blessings to us 
our reunion, November 24-26. 

We were blessed with sermons 
Elders Lavern 

warned in the sermons 
reunion that we are facing the last 
days. We were instructed to 
and to endure to the end. May we 
strengthen one another and trust in 
our God to this end is our prayer for 
1990. 

Debbie Vogel 
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Destroyed in 1990! What will be the future for this 
ground? 

One item gets special care for a proper destruction: 

I am writing this only hours from having witnessed the 
destruction of the church building resting adjacent to the 
Temple Lot {January 1-2, 1990), having reserved space in 
the Advocate at the last minute for the news bulletin and 
some pictures. It was truly a tear-jerking, emotional scene, 
yet one, not surprisingly, filled with much love and warmth 
among the numerous Church members who came to -
well, to do whatever you do when one of the primary 
symbols of hope for your spiritual future goes up in flames. 
Yet, there were few really "burdened" and there were 
numerous lighthearted conversations that I witnessed 
among our brothers and sisters. 

Much blessing was the Lord in of the 
destruction. For example, the old with hand carv-

and many, many years of use God's nr""""~""""' 

of the fact that the 

television newscasts and newspaper accounts. 
The structure built the 

1 

January 1990 

man with a vendetta against the Church, September 4, 
1898. The church building that was just destroyed, was 
built in 1902, and formerly dedicated on 6 of that 
year. Another parallel is that both arsonists (1898 and 
1990) had only recently destroyed other Church property 
(a wood fence surrounding the lot in 1898, and a beautiful 
100 + year-old tree resting between the Temple Lot build
ing and the RLDS auditorium, in 1990) and 
threatened the destruction of the ov,,crm,n 

chance permitted. 
I was the charred remains of the American 

which formerly stood in the front of the The 
fireman said to contact the VFW which I am a rncmno, 

so that the ceremony could be na,rtn,·m,,rl 

destruction. 
Just as the amnrll'C> 

a 
future life with Christ 

,.,r,nnor<: and use occasion for the 
wait upon Him. - Editor 
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l.,;MIUMiLH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES 

1990 Ministers' Conference (general membership) 

conference, March 30 and 31 

The 1990 Ministers' Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church 

of Christ will be held Thursday and Friday, August 15 through 

17 at Independence, Missouri. 
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Articles of Faith & Practice 
Article #9 Amplified: Bible of Mormon 
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- Divine Authority 
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Sunday School Materials 

Send orders for SS Materials to Sheldon, 31607 E 
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CHANGING YOUR 

your "Advocate" by sending us 

to address listed below. 

new address 

undeliverable "Advocate" is now costing the church 30¢, We 

rather spend this on delivering your paper than on its return 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 
(USPS 6993-0000) 

P.O. Box 472 
Independence, Mo 64051-0472 

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS 

materials are available on loan to members of the Church 
Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Committee. 

• Slide Programs with Taped Narration 

wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the make of 
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cheological finds in the Americas lend credence to the Book of Mormon 
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Out of the Dust (45 minutes) Tells the story found within the Book of 
Mormon. 
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Testament and the entire of Write to Dan Lawrence, 8420 
Lee's Summit Rd., Kansas MO 64139. 

e Sermons On Audio And Video Cassette Tapes 

nnn.rn,,,,n~, .. r1 would like 
of Chris!, 

Council of Apostles at Headquarters 
The phone number and address are listed 
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