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Zions Advocate 

Guest Editorial ... by 

Popular Misconceptions 

I listen to a lot of religious programming on airwaves, 
and continually hear the admonition ... "Read the bible! 

Read the When I do, I seem to get a different meaning 
from the what's nr,,cantn.n 

leaders. 
I hear them say you're saved when you come 

up to the mourners bench, or say the so-called sinners 
prayer. Let's rightly divide the word as the Bible says we 
should do, and ask. . .if you are completely saved at that time, 

did Paul say in Romans 13:11 that your salvation is 
nearer now than when you first believed? How could it be if 
you were already completely saved? Also Paul says to work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. (Philipians 
2: 12) Can that be done in a fleeting second or two at the 
mourners bench? Also I find the last commission that Jesus 
gave to his ministry was to go into all the world and preach 
the Gospel, they that believe and are baptized would be 
saved. Mathew 16:15-20. I see two conditions here. I find 
that Peter was told by an angel from the Lord to tell Cor­
nelius how he and his household could be saved (Acts 
11:14). In Acts 10:14, Peter commanded them to be bap­
tized. Is all this idle talk? Why did Paul say that Ananias had 
received revelation from God that Paul was coming, and 
when he came he asked him why he was to arise and be 
baptized to wash away his sins? Does God have two 
different ways for the soul's salvation? I don't think so. 

I hear it said that the thief on the cross was to be 
with Jesus in heaven that very Luke 23:43. The in­
ference there is that Paradise and Heaven are the same 

That would make Jesus contradict himself, because 
in John 20:17 when he ascended from the grave he told 

not to touch Him for he had not yet ascended unto the 
Father. Jesus taught us to pray .... Our Father who art in 
Heaven. 

I hear it said over and over again .... we're not to preach 
doctrine any more. Has God changed? He said, "I am the 

I change not." Malachi 3:6. Jesus preached doctrine, 
Mathew 7:28. His doctrine was from God, John 7: 1. Time 
would come when doctrine would not be preached, 2 

4:3. A Bishop must by sound doctrine exhort and 
Titus 1 :9. In Matthew 15:9 and Mark 7:7 

were told we can worship Jesus in vain if we teach the 
doctrine and commandments of men. Dangerous thing. 
Hebrew 13:9. We're not to be carried about with diverse and 

doctrines. 
2 John 10: "Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not 

in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. If there come any 
unto you and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him god-speed. He that biddeth him 
god speed is a partaker of his evil deeds." I hear it preached 
thatthe Kingdom of Heaven is in your heart. In Mt 2:33 Jesus 
tells us the first thing to do is to seek the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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In Matthew 23:13 Jesus accuses the of 
up the of Heaven against men: for ye neither 

go in neither suffer ye them that are to 
go in. How can this be if it's in your 

We're in the of deception. Mathew. 24:11 
Jesus said many false prophets would arise in our 
Mathew 24:4. Take heed that ye be not deceived. Isaiah 
8: 11. If they preach not according to this word it is because 
there is no light in them. The Devil himself can be trans­
formed into an angel of light 2 Corinthians 11.14. Rest 
assured ... he will distort scripture. 

Mathew 7:22. Many will say unto me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 
have cast out devils? 23rd verse. And then will I profess unto 

I never knew you: Depart from me ye that work 

I feel it's a dangerous thing for the welfare of our souls 
to willfully and deliberately change the meaning of scripture. 
Revelation 22: 19. We shall lose our place in the Book of Life. 
In I'd like to suggest that no where does it say that 
if you don't understand to ask your minister. It does say, 
'""""'"",.., if you lack to ask God. James 1 :5. 

I say this because at a cottage meeting I asked a Protes­
tant minister where in all scripture he could find 
for babies. He admitted there was nothing in the 

He said it was he was taught in the 
Seminary, and he would lose his job as a minister in his faith 
if he didn't that ritual. I feel that God must be terribly 
displeased at such a departure from the written word. 

Another thought that just came to me .... There seems to 
be such a fear among the clergy about "works." What shall 
we do with the following scripture then (Revelation 20:12): 
"I saw the small and great stand before God; and the 
books were opened ... and the dead were judged out of 
those which are written in the according to 
their works." 

I know Martin Luther wanted the book of James removed 
from the Bible. It was an epistle of straw, he said. Of course 
it mentions and I suppose he didn't like that. In 
James 2: 17 ... if it hath not works is dead, being alone. 

a man say, Thou hast and I have works: 
me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith 

my works. Verse 20: Faith without works is dead. 
As I read Bible I find the Gospel is something to obey, 

not news about Jesus. 2 Thessalonians 1 :7&8 
seems to me to indicate that obedience is required. For the 
Lord Jesus be revealed from heaven with his mighty 

In fire taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

They will be damned who believed not the truth and had 
in unrighteousness. 

This should be read prayerfully. God will reveal his truth. 
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ife f Integrity 

We find in Adam's case, as well as man 
nature is to do his own will instead the of 

and look out for think 
in be of the 

1.1v11.1u,m not different. Paul tells us in Romans 7:21, that 
mans nature is to commit and man cannot from 
his nature. In Romans 8:1 Paul states that the 

grace of and the power of 
natural man; thru the of Jesus 
from the law of we can be 

and sincere away ail 

are 
who 

and pure we must be a full- time 
when we are in the company of our fellow church 

not on we can not allow ourselves 
a little sin. To be free from we cannot to 

we are no 

inconsistent 
Each one of us is also in the 
same scale as some but we are "'""'"""' ,.,,<>t,,hcor1 

who know that we to be 
for inconsistencies in our lives and to 

there sins. A common that you hear from 
is that they do not go to church because everyone 

that goes is a "bunch of there are 

no there are true 

Colossians 3:6 says that as ye have received the lord 
so walk in Him. attention to the directions to 

the same same 
same to do the will of God. 

James tells us how we must be in these 
James 1 :21-22: Wherefore away all 

and superfluity of and recieve with 
meekness which is able to save your 
souls. 

It should be noted that the terms of 
ness, means, engaging in whatever is evil in character. 

anything evil in character would eliminate the need 
to make excuses for we should not in. No 

could we say, "I do it once in a it doesn't 
hurt anyone else, or it's not that bad." For if the is 
evil in any way, we should avoid it 

James 1 :22 ... But be ye doers of the word and not 
hearers deceiving your ownselves. If we are doers of 
the word of and walk in God will take care of 
our needs and hear our we must strive 

who make an honest effort to live a life that 
God. 

to to be 1 Peter 3:12 

The 
makes the statement 

You have been off the old man, the natural 
man, so what is this man, or mans 
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it in Mosiah 1 : 119. The natural man is an 
and has been since the fall of Adam and will 

the eyes of and his ears are 
open unto prayers, but the face of the lord is 
them that do evil." For this reason we must have 

the will of and to live a r!/"U'lTO,rn 

for we cannot deceive God. He knows our hearts and 
he knows our 

submit to walk in Christ 
which is to sin unless we 

so13a~cs how He can work in our if we follow 
His instructions: (3 7:10) Behold am the law and the 

look unto me and endure to the end. For him 
that will endure to the end will I eternal life. 

Remember the attitude you had the 
Most of us felt we could resist any tornn1,-:.ttnn 

came us, and we could have. As time went 
on, and we were not as new in Christ as we were the of 
our our resistance may have weakened. 
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Matters 
it Matter to 

Novern­
every hour on 

no one else was con­
until I received a visit from a very 

person. 
I tried to 

breakfast. In class room, 
and as much homework as 

back 
lunch and a nap. Leave for work at 2 
off at the half hour drive back 

at 7 
I'd 

me four minutes to pray before 
if that extra four 

could say prayers all the way to 
and as tired as I am can use that extra 

with His left hand around my 
He looked into my face and 
"It matters to me. Does it matter to thee?" 
He kissed me on of the head and then 
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vanished. 
"What did He look How was He 

dressed?" Can't tell you. How do know 
was Him? I guess what He said more 
than and believe 
he meant. 

This has caused a the way 
say me prayers. I take time now. As 

as l can comb my hair and awake 
to make a decent of 
say prayers and it makes a dif­

ference in the way that I react to 
that come my way that While I'm at 
work and see a beautiful sunset remove 
my 
say 
"Lord it is true, you 
do all well. 

Don Hitt 
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after the order 
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colors and fall 
fall an even better time of year. 

We've had several welcome 
Brothers Don Mcindoe and 

and son, Brother Grzincic and 
and Buffalo area, Jane 

Justin and Marlene Cobb 
Francis Yates. And from our own area of 

and son, Chad. 

Your """'"""'""" 
Czema Kauffman 

can attend church services 
On 

Teresa 

were 
Janna Medders was at 

Elder John Jones. Confirmation followed the 
sermon was very 

pray that each one of us that 
has made our covenant with our Savior will be a 
ov,,m,nin of a follower of Jesus. I pray that Janna will 

ov,,m,nlo to those around her each 
over a week in the 

MissourL She received a 
this time feels like her old self 
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of 
son 

his father and confirmed 

firmed Moser. Dave and these 
young are dear to us and our hearts '"'"''"':>rl 
extended the hand of to each one. 

of our local traveled Colorado 
reunion in Grand Junction in June. A week 
many of us met at the church to our week of vacation 
church school. children attended. 

to have three out-of-state young 
week with us: Kenneth Carrol of Grand 
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A reunion is with friends 
We all agree, 

But there is in our hearts 
For those we do not see. 

Did you seek the 
Those ~•"~""'" 

Or did you turn your back on 
And leave them in the cold? 

for those 
Who do not care 

For what miss 
When the Lord is there. 

reunion must be filled with 
We must unite our souls 

If we are to assist the Lord 
all His 

His love is all "~'"''n""'"'"' 
It everyone. 

to His 
like His Son. 

the reunion and the ministers' conference. 
first week of most of our flock 

back. Don Mclndoo and Elder 

is a 
when we look out over the local services and see the usual 
number of even when our numbers are 
continue to receive a rich from those that 

behind. 
We are so thankful fo all the visitors 
way and to visit. We are blessed a 

but it is a thrill to welcome our brothers and 
sisters. We look forward to 
""""'!"''"' at the Phoenix Reunion 
weekend. God bless you is our prayer. 

Debbie 
5432 B Jemez 

Az.85307 

can I do to the Lord 
With his message from 

c;:,....,...,..,, .. ~,~~ it is a little 

of love. 

express our kindness 
That we're to 

Because the Lord does 
That it's from the heart. 

must the 

may meet with them 
On that 

countenance should 
~~..+,r.~ of that inward 

we all unite 
the 

To those who seek the 
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Weight of Glory 
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more ..,,..,v.., ....... 

and eternal weight of glory; (II Cor.4:17) 

A s we live out our lives here on this earth, do we 
~ometimes feel that our afflictions, our trials, our 
denials are greater than our blessings? That they require 
too much sacrifice and that they seem unending, timeless? 
The Apostle Paul who endured many kinds of hardship 
thought otherwise, as expressed in the above verse. He 
minimized affliction as "light" in weight as compared to the 
"weight of glory," or the reward of righteousness. He said 
that affliction was "but for a moment," compared to that 
weight of glory, the weight or value of eternity. 

Maybe we feel that giving up sensational movies at the 
neighborhood theater, or the Saturday night dances 
downtown deprive us of too much 0l:"ltertainment and fun. 
Or maybe we neglect to pay tithing regularly because we 
know it means we can't afford that new car, boat or back­
yard swimming pool. Or maybe our married relationship of 
several or many years begins to seem "old hat," and we are 
tempted to "play around." If so, foxy old Satan will be right 
there to give us a push! 

These and other worldly choices Satan often lays before 
us, and we think: "Oh, life is so long, and I need, I deserve 
these available pleasures - these diversities, to add excite­
ment to otherwise dull years. 

What shallow thinking! The of teaches us 
that there is something more profitable and enabling than 

sensational the ballroom miscellaneous 
luxuries or a clandestine romance! We can that 
something by studying the scriptures, worship 
services regularly and habitual social contacts with other 
baptized believers. 

Perfection may be beyond the reach of mortal beings, 
but genuine love, endurance and forgiveness can glorify a 
life of dedication to "right." And though a lifetime may seem 
too long to forego forbidden fruit, it is but a short moment 
in comparison to eternity, where the rewards are unending. 

While we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen: for the 
things which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal; For our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory; (II Corinthians 4: 18, 17) 

Let us not put too much emphasis on earthly things that 
are seen, but rather on the eternal things that are not seen 
in this earthly life, and so live that in that eternal we shall 
not "be weighed in the balance and found 

Evalena Sills 

Light at Evening 

134 

At the going down of the sun 
In the earth's season of time 

Came the Book of Mormon 
To reveal God's perfect sublime. 

set apart 
At least 2600 years earlier in time 

To be a light at evening 
Let us reach for this law, sublime. 

Joy to the reader, the searcher of God 
To lighten our souls and our minds 

Come a marvelous work and a wonder 
Praise God in our day 

in the of time. 

Come then ye multitudes 
Sit at Jesus feet 

Read the Book of Mormon 
Reach for the tree of life, fruit for eternity. 

Gifts from God 
........ ,,,nn,n the of man 

Wisdom, healing, peace of mind 
Are for you brother, sister of mine 

Sins are no block, repentance is needed 
For the of the and 

with me to the house of the Lord 
Ye who are oppressed 
butter and honey 
Without money and without 

Hellen Carroll 
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YO 
NAME 

it from your 
Twas the best he had to 

And right gladly he bestowed it, 
It's yours, the while you live. 

may loose the watch he gave you 
And another you 

But when 
To careful of his name. 

It was fair the you it, 
And a worthy name to 

When he took it from his 
There was no dishonor there. 

the years he wore it, 
To his father he was true, 

And that name was clean and sp1:im~ss 
When he passed it on to you. 

Oh, there's much that he has 
That he values not at 

He has watched you break your 
In the days when you were small. 

You have lost the knife he gave you 
And many a 

never hurt your father 
careful with his name. 

It is yours to wear forever, 
Yours to wear the while you 

perhaps, some distant 
Another boy to 

And smile as did father 
With a smile that all can share, 

If a clean name and a good name 
You are giving him to wear. 

Author unknown 

Pam lussenden 
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• Poetic revelation to us many years ago 
Jrnser:111 Luff 

• of the American Indian and the Stick of 
Joisei:m - Part Eight 

• Others? Unknown ... I'm almost out of 
usable material! 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES 

The 1990 Ministers' Conference (general membership) for the Church 

of Christ will commence Sunday, April 1. The business sessions will start 

at 9:00 AM., Monday, April 2. A Solemn Assembly will be held prior to the 

conference, March 30 and 31. 

The 1990 Ministers' Conference (priesthood membership) of the Church 

of Christ will be held Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, August 15 through 

17 at Independence, Missouri. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS 

Send all orders to the Church of Christ, P.O. Box 472, 
Independence, Missouri 64051-0472 

Price Each 
Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: 

Members (optional) $4.00 
Non-Members 4.00 
Foreign 4.50 

Book of Mormon (Missionary Edition) 7.00 
Outline History of the Church of Christ 4.00 
Book of Commandments (paper bound) 4.00 
Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed 2.90 
The Marvelous Work and a Wonder - by D. McGregor 3.50 
What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God 2.50 
Historical Facts Concerning the Temple Lot 1.30 
Temple Lot Deed .30 
Changing of the Revelations .50 
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations 1.30 

The balance of these General Church Publications are free of charge: 

A Brief History of the Church of Christ 
The Principles of the Gospel - Faith & Repentance 
The Principles of the Gospel - Laying on of Hands 
The Principles of the Gospel - Baptism 
The Latter Day Restoration 
Apostasy or Succession, Which? 
The Book of Mormon (tract) 
Articles of Faith & Practice of the Church of Christ 
Articles of Faith & Practice (Spanish) 
Article #9 Amplified: Bible & Book of Mormon 
Article #20 Amplified: Marriage 
Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus 
What the Church teaches about Matrimony (Spanish) 
Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish) 
Priesthood - Divine Authority 
Why? (Amplifies absence of a "First Presidency" in 
A Synopsis (Compares beliefs of 3 Restoration 
First Presidency or First Apostles? 
Marriage for Time and Eternity? - A Fallacy 
Baptism for the Dead? - A Fallacy 
Zion and the Temple of the Lord 

NOTE: Donations accepted to cover postage & printing costs. 
(Multiple copies available: 6-$.50 / 100-$5.85 plus postage) 

Sunday School Materials 

Send orders for SS Materials to Becky Sheldon, 31607 E. Major Rd, Grain 
Valley, Mo 64029. All materials are free of charge to members of the Church 
of Christ except as noted. Donations accepted to cover postage. 

Church History for Juniors - Includes a Teachers Guide 

The Book in the Stone Box - About the Book of Mormon 

Bible Stories to Grow By - 52 lessons about God and Jesus for ages 5-7; 

Free to local Schools only. 

Jesus' Life and Teachings - 4 quarterlies for ages 8-10 

We sing and We Talk about Jesus -14 Primary lessons with pictures and 
songs on cassette; For "loan" only. 

Who Am I? - Bible game on cards with many uses; Free to Local Sunday 

Schools - $1.30 for individuals. 

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 

Speed delivery of your "Advocate" by sending us your address 

immediately. Mail to address listed below. 

Each undeliverable "Advocate" is now costing the church $.30. We 

rather spend this on delivering your paper than on its return to us. 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 
(USPS 6993-0000) 

P.O. Box 472 
Independence, Mo 64051-0472 

AUDIO-VISUAL MATERIALS 

The following materials are available on loan to members of the Church 
of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology Committee. 

• Slide Programs with Taped Narration 

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the make of 
your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not provided except in 
the Independence or Phoenix areas. 

Allow adequate advance time for m".'"'""' 
own preview of the For more int,-.m,,.t,nn on slide/tape 

see the 1984 issue of the Zion's Advocate, page 47. To 
a slide program, write to Gary Housknecht 11308 E. 78th St, Raytown, 

Mo 64138. 

Mexico, Land of Contrast (39 minutes) Illustrates how modern ar-
cheological finds in the Americas lend credence to the Book of Mormon 
and the story it tells of the continents' former inhabitants. 

Out of the Dust (45 minutes) Tells the story found within the Book of 
Mormon. 

Light at Evening (27 minutes) -
of Mormon and the restoration of the 
1830. 

forth of the Book 
in the 1820's and 

Reveals the of the return to the 
members of Church of Christ especially 

aemcateia Temple Lot 

• Holy Scriptures On Audio Cassette Tapes 

Complete sets narrating the King James Version of the Bible New 
Testament and the entire Book of Mormon. Write to Dan Lawrence, 8420 
Lee's Summit Rd., Kansas City, MO 64139. 

• Sermons On Audio And Video Cassette Tapes 

For audio cassette tapes write to Mike 
St., AZ. 85022, or Ron Temple, 5621 Logan Rd., 

1949 E. Libby 
MO 64136 

For video tapes, write only to Ron Temple as listed above. 

!PRIESTHOOD VISITATIONj 
If you or someone you know (member or non-member) would like to be 

visited by a member of the Priesthood of the Church of Christ, please call 
or write to the Council of Apostles at Church Headquarters ln Independence, 
Missouri. The phone number and address are listed on the inside front 
cover. 
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