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"And blessed are 
for they shall have 

who shall seek to bnng forth my Zion at that 
and the power of the Holy Ghost." I 3. 187 
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WE SHALL BE LIKE HIM 

We shall be like Him, for we'll have His nature, 
What greater could our Father's love prepare? 
Few are the words, and softly they are spoken, 
But who shall tell the glories hidden there? 

We shall be like Him. 0 how rich the promise! 
He'll lift us up and with His glory bless. 
He took our sin; 0 wondrous condescension! 
That He might clothe us in His righteousness. 

We shall be IJke im, raised above all weakness, 
Forever past al I weariness and pain. 
Even death itself shall have no power to touch us, 
When like our risen Lord, with Him we reign. 

While n in gracious love He calls us breth 
And we His spotless robe with gl n wear, 
Faith grasps the promi of t glori s futu 

shall Ii im es I appear.' 
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GUEST EDITORIAL. 

THE GATHERING 
There is a matter which presses 

the consciousness of many of us in the 
area; those within the Church as wel 

as those of other "restoration" churches or other 
who are identified with this latter move-

ment. This matter of concern ls the evidence of an 
ng from near and far of many people to 

and its environs, in Jackson 
Nor is this ng limited to those of latter 
saint 

Of course there s a natural ebb and flow to most 
but there seems to be something 

this case; and ndeed there Do you sup-
pose it to be in vain that I Missouri, 
was nted out 157 years ago as "the for the 

of "the center the "land of Zion," 
which is Missouri, and that the for the 
is located Do you mag ne that the 
Lord did not make this !? Or have our 
hearts grown faint in faith because of al that has 

red n the of the saints from lnde-
in 1833 unti final driven from Missouri n 

1839, and because of the divisions n their 
that the purposes of God should not be ful

filled? Do you suppose that He who scattered an
cient Israel wi I not them to the "lands of 
their inheritance"? That He cannot turn their 
hearts into hearts of flesh, or that the vessels of 
may not be fashioned into vessels of His 

By this same token, He even now, con-
tinuing the process of His "marvellous work and a 
wonder" which began in 1820-30: the forth of 
the Book of Mormon and founding n of the 
Church of Christ, all for the 
the house of Israel unt0 
their and His 

and that He 
0 yes, He will many to the land of 

but He is ng the seed of 
nted the and 

United 

Then n its most critical 
that there would be two 
other two 

two n the 
asked where 

our Lord has said 
one taken, the 

one the other 
the other left. When 

He answered: 

"Wheresoever the body is (the Church, or His saints, 
thither will the saints, 

be "See Luke 17:31-37. 
And so, we hear that individuals and famil 

by the of that Great of 
God, have come to this area, and if not all of 
such who are "latter day saints", are ly concern-
ed for the building of the at the 

of which the Church of Christ 
iven both a and 

not identified as having a 
connection to this "restoration", have witnessed 
that have come some iar attrac
tion. 

Is it not then, that the members of 
Church of Christ give heed to that same, , smal 
voice", as some have done occa-

the removal of a family for the sake 
Is it not worthwhile to consider nde-

or thereabout? of our fami ies 
children are n the midst of a ngle 
unbelief and to forsake 
the God of Israel, 

saints will be concerned with the 

Missouri? 
undertaken 

of moving to where 
with others of ike 
this not be 

to determine the will of 
To be sure: This land must be cleansed divine 

j even as in all this nation of ours; the 
saints must yet learn greater humi! and learn to 
live in peace with forbearance 
and 

In many"''"'""'''' 

Wi iam A. Sheldon 
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SELFLESSNESS 
by Elder Rodger Bruner 

We've been warned of the coming tribulation and 

That's new to us. We've 

known about it for a time. As tar as Satan is con-

he's been his and 

his maneuvers in for this battle for a 

time. Satan is a very good He's an expert. 

If you're a good strategist you'll start before 

the battle begins by sending out feelers. You probe 

for your enemies' weakness. You'll check on the 

level of readiness of your adversary. You'll check on 

the mental resolve of those you're going to go 

against. When you get information back you'll plan 

your attack against the weakest point of your 

enemies' line. Now if you've misjudged or 

they're united, you'll probably fail in this assault. But 

if your line wavers, or it's confused, or it's 

misdirected, then you're adversary will win; Satan 

will win. 
Now Satan already knows what his prey is going 

to be, what his object of conquest is going to and 

that's us. He knows our weaknesses because he 

knows the weaknesses of natural man. He really 

knows them better than we do. He knows what to 

draw on from within our ranks to divide and to con

quer. He can do that either as individuals or as a 

group. It's the same method he used on Eve when 

Adam and Eve fell. It will be the same thing because 

it's worked so well for him since that time. Eve tell 

because of her ego. Eve fell because of her concept 

of " The offered her the forbidden 

fruit so she would have the knowledge of God and 

her ego accepted that. She acted in disbelief or 

unbelief and then convinced Adam to do the same. 

She fed his ego and he acted in unbelief. the 

fall of man. 
When you act for or 

me first and you last. If it's obvious 

recognize it and act accordingly. But if it's 

and we don't give any direct attention to the subtle-

that's what is dangerous. That is where Satan 

excel ls. That's what he can our soul with. He was 

subtle with Eve. It's even in 

The serpent was more subtle than any beast of the 

field. 
Natural man has ego. Natural man has pride. 

When you address problems as individuals or as a 

Church with your ego and your pride as your 

of self, that begets you malice and envy and revenge 

and hurt. 
There was a group of of the Church that 

took this of self and never checked or 

were 

And it came to pass in the eighth year of the 

reign of the Judges, that the people of the 

church began to wax proud, because of their 

exceeding riches, and their fine silks, and 

their fine twined linen, And because of their 

many flocks and herds, and their gold, and 

their silver, and all manner of 

things, which they had obtained by their in

dustry; And in all these things were they 

lifted up in the pride uf their eyes, for they 

began to wear very costly apparel. (Self. 

satisfaction, self-importance) Now this was 

the cause of much affliction to Alma, yea, 

and to many of the people whom Alma had 

consecrated to be teachers, and priests, and 

elders, over the church; Yea, many of them 

were sorely grieved for the wickedness 

which they saw had begun to be among their 

people. For they saw and beheld with great 

sorrow, that the people of the church began 

to be lifted up in the pride of their eyes, and 

to set their heart upon riches and upon the 

vain things of the world; That they began to 

be scornful, one towards another (There's a 

progression here. Human nature is dynamic. 

It moves. It's not and to 

persecute those that did not believe accor

ding to their own will and pleasure. 

tolerance) And thus in this eighth year of the 

reign of the Judges, there began to be great 

contentions among the of the 

Yea, there were envyings, and 

mal and and even to 

exceed the pride of those who did not 

to the church of God. And thus ended the 

year of the of the Judges; and 

the wickedness of the church was a 

stumbl block to those who did not 

to the church (We advertise in our dai 

tions for our church for our 

God. The watch 

church began to fail in its progress. And it 

came to pass in the commencement of the 

ninth year, Alma saw the wickedness of the 
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church, and he saw also that the example of 

the began to lead those who were 
on from one of to 

thus on the destruction of 

the (Alma 2:8-18. and 

parenthetic insertions 

That's an excellent of how Satan uses 

to He uses our egos; our selfishness. 

But that was one in his war for the 
of the souls of men. His He 

used them; he used from within. He drew from within 

the church. He didn't come from without. He used 

r selfishness; their sense of 

their sense of That 
above the needs and the feel 

them. It came out as i 

as it came out as envy, revenge, 

It was more destructive than from 

could attack them from without. Satan made a spec-

tacle of the He made a of the 

church. Their didn't shine. That's what 

when men more on their own 

sense of selfish their own their own feel-

ings, than those of their brothers and sisters. 

Paul addressed the same kind of n I 

Corinthians. The 
their own sense of were 

their own sense of their own sense 

The people weren't concentrating on the en

that God wanted them to concentrate on. 

were taking a little bit from each one of the 

that came through-from Paul, Apollos, 

and Christ-each one of their writings; each 

churches we've 

one part, 
divided. 

done. The that caused dissension 

churches go back without al to 

300 A. 200 A.D. when the Greek Orthodox broke 

away from the Catholics and so on down the I ne. It's 

of man that divides-his sense 

Corinthians 
them from settl 

see 
differences that 

up between them. Pau addressed that. 

were su ng each other n courts. That 

comes from one th and 's a very basic 

if you up nit and it goes 

don't realize what you're doing. Satan has a 

They were preoccupied with · self-

There went their immoral were 

with status; who was to have what in 

the way of of gifts of the But the 

to them was of one 
within the church over another. Paul com-

ing back to worship the Lord. They weren't the 

owners of the flock. They were the of the 

We don't own the God owns the 

It never ceases to amaze me as I read the 

tures that with every I have to surmount 

I can find a solution in the scri if I ust 

it. That's because the nature of man has 

from the of time unti now. 

man has never It's the same because we 

and we cry like did back then. We 

envy and generous ust ike back 

then. We love and we hate like d We 

understand and we misunderstand ust ike d 

The of it is God knew that then and caused 

these th ngs to be recorded and then He had them 

restored to us n 1800's. It was the same. There was 

new in it but we We tend to 

We sway; we need to be reminded. You can take 

in the that Christ addresses and 

when you 
it is so awe 

of it because of the power of it But when 

missed the point, or when you over or 

you don't want to accept it because it doesn't fit 

what you want to be in your I that's where the 

comes in. And that's self. That's 

selfishness. 
You can take any sin or crime that we have a label 

for and selfishness is the cause of it. Selfish-

for murder. That's when two peo
up, and because 

their intolerance it grows that 
He does that 

's 

only on a lesser It just never 
's me first. You last. Steal ng 

someone else has and 
ngs 

or 
abuse. Parent abuse. 
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Look at all the pain that selfishness causes. Look 
at al the anguish, the all the hurt. You know 
that selfishness is really a thorn in our soul. Pau had 
a thorn n his side. We have a thorn in our sou . 

has it to one or other. Now Satan 

knows all these things. He understands a lot of 
t mes better than we do. And I also think he under· 
stands the of Christ better than we do. But 
because he thinks of hi he thinks has an 
angle. It was because of this selfishness that he was 
cast from heaven. But because he knows the gospel 
of Christ more than we I think there are times 
that he's afraid of it more than we are. But with all of 

Satan's abilities, al his I al his 
and all the power that he can exert over 

things like that, there's one thing that we as a group 
or as individuals should never forget-that God's 

power is greater; God's knowledge is greater; God's 
abilities are greater. God also knows all about Satan 
and God also knows all about natural man. He loves 
us in spite of it, and he's forgiving of us in spite of it, 
and what God gives right here is his method which is 

foolproof. If we follow what God gives us as opposed 
to what Satan gives us, guess which one is more ef

fective. Guess which one heals. Guess which one's 
greater. Take something simple like the foundation 
of the gospel of Christ: It's something we've heard 
time and again and yet often we forget it. 

"Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord 
God with all heart, and with all soul, and 

with a!I thy mind. This is the first and great com
mandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two com-
mandments all the law and the " 
thew 22:37-40) 

There's the foundation: unselfishness. Caring for 
others. ng is based on a concern for our 
fellow man and the ones that we usually miss are the 

ones we are around and used to. Then 
our human nature starts i with theirs. But 
we stil have to have concern for them. That's 

n That's It's basic. It's 
God gave that 

first instruction back in 

and 
m And these 

mand thee this shal be in thine heart: 
And thou shalt teach them di 
children, i think that's 
purpose because that's our church n 
years. Our children ) and shalt talk of them 

when thou sittest in thine and when 
thou walkest the way, and when thou liest 
down, and when thou risest up. And thou 
shalt bind them for a upon thine 
and shall be as frontlets between th ne 
eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the 

of and on 
onomy 

The Jews took that instruction literal Christ 
addresses the when he was chastis-

because what the Jews made out of that was 

what they call today their phylactery or their frontlet. 
Now 'is a little container that they either 

tie to their arm (because it says you bind it to your 
arm or to your hand) or its a container they strap on 
their forehead. It contains two passages from Ex
odus and two passages from Deuteronomy where 
they're supposed to bind it as frontlets between the 
eyes. That's a misconception. We don't do that to
day. We know not to do that today. We know what 
that means. It means that's to be the first and 

foremost thing in our minds constantly and when it 

is it will show in our actions. 
But since they misconstrued that, they also 

missed something else and it shows in their religion 
even until today. That was their lack of concern for 
each other and their lack of commitment for the con
cerns of their brothers and sisters. Christ ran into it 

in his time with the Pharisees and the scribes. It was 
all rote to them. There was no personal commitment 
of their souls, their actions. It was a ceremony. It was 

empty. And needless to say, when the caring part is 
missed, that of "I'm first and you're last," it doesn't 
work at all. We've had example after of that 
even until And it's worse. But 
handled that after he was 
and went into the wilderness for 40 fasted and 
came Satan him. 

"Then was Jesus led up of the rit nto the 

wilderness to be of the devil. And 
when he had fasted 

he was afterward an 
when the came to him, If 

thou be the Son of command that these 
stones be made bread." 4: 

answered him and 
Man shall not live bread 
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every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 

God." (Matthew 4:4) 
Now what was he thinking about? He wasn't 

thinking about fill his stomach. He was thi 
about my soul's and what his commitment 

was and what he had to what he had to and 
that was the first thing in his mind. No selfishness. 

"Then the devil taketh him up into the 
of the 

saith unto 
thyself down: for it is 
angels concern thee: and in their hands 

they shal bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash 

thy foot nst a stone." 
Here's Christ on a in a and what 

Satan wants him to do is to throw himself off. Can 

you ne the stir that He would have caused 

when the would swoop down to save Him 

from being killed? Take that situation to downtown 

of any United States and that was to 

pen, what would have been the reaction of the peo-
Needless to say, it would be It 

wou give instant fame. would want to learn 

about but it's a shot. It's a way of go-
about things. It's a quick-fix way that really 

doesn't fix ng, as is the 

many things that mi imitate from 

Christ or that did n the Bible. How many 
would have j off a bu lding between 

now and then to imitate Christ had He done 

this? What did Christ come back with? 
"Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou 

shalt not the Lord God " 
Very simple, very very effective. You don't 

use the promises of Cod for self-edification. You 

don't use the promises God or the of Jesus 

Christ for your own That's what He told 
and it worked because Satan and went on to 

the next one. 

There was 
to have al 
command. 
What'd he 

Thou shalt worship the 
shalt thou serve." 

131 

thew 4:8-10) 
That's really what He wanted to 

told Satan that the most ife s 
Father. That takes hum 

that takes g , that 
of my sou salvation 

the true love of 

and 
to Christ. That's very 

The of the true love of Christ of 
we so often hear hasn't from when 

He experienced it with Satan back then. We've 
it. Churches wi take that and run 

out and it so many definitions to their 

own reasoning, their own their own ac-
that actually the whole thing many churches 

is an 

and as a group 
about the Church of Christ. That's what we shou 

be doing. We often do it. see it conference 

n our meetings where several locals meet 
ly the for one reason or another. 

But that's not to diminish the meeting 

and doing this. Often times we make the 
that we look fit what we want to see, 

and sometimes it's just an honest confusion of what 

we do. 
But since Satan's so he knows these 

Since he's so deceptive he'll use what Christ 
tells us to do along with our own 

, and he'll 
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A iar claim of the restoration message is 
that we have received the record of the inhabitants 
of the ancient Americas which was translated "by 
the power of God. The claim is that God prepared 
certain instruments - the Urim and Thummim by 
name - to be used those of His to 
receive divine instruction or knowledge in matters 
that were otherwise too difficult for men. By this 
means, we believe that Joseph Smith received the 
translation of the ancient record of the American in
habitants as well as instruction tor the bu up of 
Christ's Church on the earth. 

We have this from those who were pre-
sent: 

"Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, 
and unto whom this work shall come, that 
we, through the grace of God the Father, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the which con
tain this record ... and we also know that have 
been translated the and power of God, for his 
voice hath declared it unto us; that we should 
bear record of it; to be obedient unto the 

THE URIM AN 
And the Beginning of th, 

by Priest Pete1 

commandments of God, we bear testimony of these 

Also, the fol 
and Thummim. 

Oliver Cowdery, 
David Whitmer, 
Martin Harris. 

revelation through the Urim 

"A revelation to Joseph, Oliver, and David, mak
ing known the calling of twelve disciples in these 
last days, and also, instructions relative to building 
up the church or Christ, according to the fullness of 
the gospel: ... " - Book of Commandments 15:1. 

Although the Christian world finds this claim 
rather incredible, and are mystified by the the 
Bible never-the-less speaks of the Urim and Thum
mim. Even the many commentaries available offer 
only vague conjecture as to what the Urim and Thum
mim are. the Bible offers considerable informa
tion on the matter as we see in the fol 
passages. 

The first passage referencing the is Exodus 
28:30, which indicates that the Urim and the Thum-

and the nding crash 
II remain with me all 

my ife. It was a beautiful June and I and 
rider were on way to work when the accident 

car about 

si 
is what saved 
rs heard and 
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ID THUMMIM 
1e Work of Restoration 

er P. Gould 

mim were kept by the one of the Lord's choosing and 
were used in connection with the judgment of the 
people. "And thou shalt put in the breastplate of 
judgment the Urim and Thummim; and they shall be 
upon Aaron's heart when he goeth in before the 
Lord: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of Israel 
upon his heart before the Lord continually." 

Later, we see that the Urim and Thummim were 
used to ask counsel of the Lord. "And he (Joshua 
-ppg) shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall 
ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim 
before the Lord .... " Numbers 27:21. 

Thus the Urim and Thummim were in fact used 
for inquiring after the counsel of the Lord. This fact 
is also seen in the following passages: 

1) "And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord 
answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by 
nor by prophets. (I Samuel 28:6) 

2) "And the children of Israel arose, and went up 
to the house of God, and asked counsel of and 
said, which of us shall go up first to the battle 
against the children of Benjamin? And the Lord said, 

heeded my 
Faces 

if we were 
doors were and had to be 

several men before we could climb out. 

shock able to move, 
and answer the asked of me. 

There were visions of court scenes and 

Judah shall go up first." 20:18) Also see 
verses 23, 27, 28 and chapter 1 verses 1 and 2. 

3) "If there shall arise a matter too hard for thee 
in .. then shalt thou arise and thee up 
unto the place which the Lord thy God shall choose 
and thou shalt come unto the and 
and unto the judge that shall be in those days, and 
inquire and they shall shew thee the sentence of 
judgment .... " (Deuteronomy 17:8-13) 

Thus the children of God were able to go to 
inquire after the Lord's will in matters that were too 
difficult fo:- them, and He would answer them the 
Urim and Thummim (except when He should choose 
silence as in the case of King Saul). 

Some have supposed from these passages that 
the Urim and Thummim were used as so that 
when were thrown, if landed a certain way, 
the answer from God was " another 

"and a third meant that the Lord retrain
This idea has been 

some as yet, from the scri we see that 
is not true. The best example exposing this "lot" 

Sister Edna Smith 
I Missouri 
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fallacy is I Samuel 10:17-25. the had 

been together to ire who among them 

. Sau had hidden should become Israel's first 

himself among his families "stuff" or and 

he wasn't at the 

but could not be found. We 

"Therefore ired fu if the man should 

come thither. And the Lord he 

hath hid himself among the stuff." (I Samuel 10:22) 

The answer, is defi not a 

or "thus the Urim and Thummim could be used 

to receive answers of whole in this manner. 

In this any amount of informa-

tion could thus be these divine 

oracles. 
Looking n at this q we note that the 

meaning of this word "Urim" is "I (see 

's Concordance to the Based 

on what we have seen thus does seem 

to say that this name refers to the 

or from the Lord This is n con-

trast to the "darkness" that exists there is no 

direction or 
Micah 3:6&7 -

over them. 
"I 
of God. 

as mentioned 

shail be unto you, 

and it shall be dark un

. and the sun shall go 

and the shal I be dark 
in the 

Thus the Urim was used to receive from 

the one nted God to "see" for 

nquired after the Lord's 

it is that those who were chosen 

to "see" this means were known as "seers." 

In the Old Testament we read of these nted 

seers to whom the Lord's 

after 

Id require the Lord's 

counsel, as there were some of the 

who had lost the of 

desired 

temple. The answer that was given to the prophet 

Nehemiah was then the governor or 

was that the Levites who had no proof 

would not be allowed to of 

duties until a priest stood up with the 

Urim and Thummim - Ezra 2:63: "And the Tirshatha 

that should not eat of the most 

til there stood up a with Urim and 

with Thummim. 

The of this matter is more evident 

when we note that no one today has proof of a 

levitical since all wr.o had that proof were 

killed in the 1st after just after the 

destruction of the 70 

Yet we see in the 

the last "And he shall sit as a 
the 

and purge them as and 

offer unto the Lord an 

When 

in 
The 

answer follows: "Then 

and Jerusalem be the Lord, as in 

of and as in former years. Thus a must 

arise with the Urim and Thummim before this pro-

can be that Judah and Jerusalem 

would be of the Lord whom 

crucified and 

take their in the service of the Lord's 

before the Lord. (Emphasis ppg 

We find more these Levites 

of the last days in Isaiah. There, the Lord speaks of 

the gathering of Israel thus:" ... and they shall bring 

all your brethren for an offering unto the Lord out of 

all nations .. to my holy mountain saith 

the And I will also take of them for priests 

and saith the Lord. 66:19-22)" 

we see that the "Levites" will the offer-

of after the children of Israel are 
to the 

ten 
fices and duties in the Lord's until the Urirn 

Thurnmim should come forth in the hands of a 

The fact that there will be those in the last 

who are thus called "Levites" that there 

the where such 

which was bu his son, 

another toward which he would pray: "But 

as for me, wil come nto house in the multitude 
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of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I 
holy temple." This same is refer-
red to in the Book of Malachi: I will send my 
messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: 
and the whom ye seek, shall come to 
his temple ... But who shall abide the day of his 
coming? who shall stand when he 
for he is ike a refiner's and ike a fullers' soap: 
And he shall sit as a refiner and 
he shall the sons of Levi .... " i 3:1 
This, too, was told in revelation to Joseph Smith and 
others, i.e.: "And let my servant Sidney consecrate 
and dedicate this land, and the spot of the temple, 
unto the Lord." (Book of Commandments 59:7) This 
temple will be built in the last days and will exist 
through the thousand year reign of Christ on the 
earth foretold by the beloved Apostle, after the resur
rection of the righteous: "Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection: on such the sec
ond death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thou
sand years." (Revelation 20:6) Also: "And he that 
over and keepeth my works unto the end, to 
him will I give power over the nations: And he shall 
rule them with a rod of iron. (Revelation 2:26&27) 
Thus, David will be there and see that holy temple of 
the Lord which will be the very heart of the holy city 
long foretold by the prophets: "But ye are come unto 
mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

and to an innumerable com
pany of angels .... " (Hebrews 12:22) Also, 
"Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is 
mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the 
great King. God is known in her palaces for a 

" (Psalms That and its 
temple will come, for the faith of our fathers was not 
in vain. 

The place tor that and 
here as "the sides of the North." 
this is to most and how descri of 
this land! this land IS at the far sides of the 

northern 
Biblical 

built here in the last 

to those in 

The Book of Mormon - of the 

ndian 
to be 

to be built here. All of these testimonies come 
in confirmation of the revelations n 

these last in the work of restoration. 

It is also that at no time in the 
have any but those with proven lineage been 
ted to serve in the temple and partake of the most 
holy things, not even the very apostles of Christ, and 
this is in accord with the words of Nehemiah. But we 
have seen another temple, wherein the "Levites" will 
again serve, thus a priest must arise with the Urim 
and Thummim, to usher in the time that those who 
have no proof of lineage will be found acceptable 
before the Lord to serve in his holy temple. 

We believe that the Urim and Thummim have 
come forth and were in the hands of one - Joseph 
Smith Jr. - who was indeed ordained as a 
the hands of the angel - John the Baptist. 

According to the accounting of that 
there were two people present - Joseph Smith, and 
Oliver Cowdery - who were ordained with the follow
ing words: "Upon you my fellow servants, in the 
name of Messiah, I confer the priesthood of 
Aaron. . and this priesthood shall never be taken 
again from the earth, until the sons of Levi do offer 
again an offering unto the Lord in righteousness. -
Outline History of the Church of Christ, page 35. 

Notably, Oliver Cowdery who was one present, 
separated himself, in 1838, from the church estab· 
lished and he disclaimed 

's actions. Because of he 
deal of from those who 

followed the errors into which and others 
had as wel as from those of the Christian 
and non-Christian world around him. In the face of all 

while ng to "wash his hands" of the errors 

Pass It On 
Would you I ke to be a 

Christ's Church? You can, 
Pass It On. 

Your Editorial Staff 
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which he, too, had been a he could not 

the fact that he had indeed seen an 

says: " ... as the was John the 

doubt not and deny not." pg. 2) Oliver also 

remained firm in his that the book which 

had translated Urim and Thummim 

was indeed a true work. 
Some have chal the ordination of 

and Oliver to the "Aaronic" 

history and prophecy indicate that 

descendant of Ephraim, the son of 

and thus could not be of the Levitical 

this "we must look back 

the "firstborn" to be given nto as an 

unto me al the firstborn. . " These were 

to be a of Christ ·· God's rstborn, and 

- and were thus to be set and given 

unto the as the 

the Lord (I Samuel 1 :9-11 & 1 

minister before the Lord and 

dinances of the Lord tor the 

not to offer the first of 

firstborn of thy sons shalt thou 

We that because of the of 

the the Lord chose the 

Levites to be his in the stead of the for the 

Levites had stood on the Lord's side when Mose8 

returned from the mount 32:1 Thus the 

Levites were given the priestly functions that once 

belonged to the firstborn - "Thus shalt thou 

the Levites from among the children of 

Israel: and the Levites shall be mine. And after 

shall the Levites go in AND DO THE SERVICE OF 

THE TABERNACLE of the , and thou 

shalt cleanse them an are whol-

unto me from among the ldren of 

Israel. . INSTEAD OF THE FIRSTBORN of the 

children of Israel ... AND HAVE TAKEN THE 

LEVITES FOR All E FIRSTBORN the ldren 

of Israel. ' umbers 8:1 8) 

Two things are of 
of the Levites was 

but those duties 
the 

children of Israel who are brought unto him, as he 

says: "And shall all your brethren .and I 

will also take of them for priests and Levites. (Isaiah 

66:20&21) Thus we see that at this the 

"Levites are not necessarily the direct descendants 

of Levi, so that there is no longer the need of a lineal 

This occurred with the rising of that 

the Urim and so that lineal 
those of faith 

to the prophecy of 

and looking forward to the day that the 

"Levites" would be acceptable before the 

lord. 
Besides the fact that there were two witnesses of 

John the to restore this 

it should also be noted that 

his coming was to be before the of the 

Lord. For evidence of turn your attention to the 

words of Christ: "And his asked say-

ng, then say the scribes that Elias - ppgJ 

must first come? And Jesus answered and said unto 

Elias TRULY SHALL FIRST COME, AND 

RESTORE All THINGS. But I say unto you, that 

Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but 

have done unto him whatsoever listed. like-

shall also the Son of man suffer of them. Then 

the disci 
John the 

understood that he unto them of 

17:10-13) 

Christ refers to John as Elias who "truly 

shall first come and restore all " that he was 

the one who would come "in the spirit and power of 

Elias" (Luke 1:17) and fulfill the words of Malachi -

"Behold I will send you El the prophet before the 

coming of the and dreadful of the 

Lord:. 4:5&6) 
Wonderful to behold - the word of God fulfilled in 

every detai . And so we as the 

restoration of Christ's church 
this "El 

has arisen 

having the and Thummim, ng tor that 

when the lord would take of al the children of 
"not 

was none other than 

Jr., those divine 

translated the ancient record of the among 
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the Indian people, even the "stick of Joseph" or the 

record of the descendants of of Egypt - as 
prophesied by Ezekiel: "I will take the stick of 

Joseph record of 's descendants - The 
Book of Mormon - ppg] which is in the hand of 
Ephraim [Joseph Smith was of this lineage, as noted 
earlier - ... and will them with the stick of 

record of J or the Jews - the Bible 
-ppgJ and they shall be one in mine hand." (Ezekiel 

37:15-20) 
Only in this restoration of Christ's church can the 

fulfillment of all these things be found, and that to 
the very letter. Man may look for another fulfillment, 
but will wait in vain, much as the Jews still wait for 
Messiah's first appearance - yet he has come 

already and soon will come again! 

SELFLESSNESS from page 131 

the cultivating, or there will be no tree of life for us 
because it's what we do with His gifts, it's what we 

as being His gifts, and it's how we utilize 

those gifts that decides whether we'll be victorious 
or whether we'll be defeated when the tribulation 
comes. When you bring that down to day to day liv
ing, its actions and it's what we try to attain in life 
that we've got to keep in mind; the state of the soul 
while doing it is the important thing. 

Alma compared the gospel to a seed. It gives us 

an example for checking to see that we 
cultivating, and are irrigating the seed 
Read Alma 16:152-173. It is a good of a 

stick for us. He used an example from the 
law of Mother which is the law of 

God, in it Because planting is something 
that we do to one degree or other, or have contact 

or exposure we can understand it. We need 
this to check to in our actions and our ef
forts in the projects that we put forth. We've seen 
this work at times. It never ceases to amaze me and 
fill my heart how powerful and how moving that is 

because as it says in the scriptures, that can move 
mountains. That can move a lot of adversity out the 
door; that can move Satan out the door. I've got to 
thank my heavenly Father for that because it's His 

gift to me and I didn't have to earn it. 
Let's let our thoughts mirror those of Christ. If we 

let our thoughts mirror those of Christ, our actions 
will mirror those of Christ, and if we do anything with 
it we'll see the results. If we're diligent with it, when 

Satan chscks our line for the point of least 
resistance, he'll find Christ It doesn't mean we 

won't have problems and it doesn't mean there won't 
be a tribulation. It means we'll be able to survive in 
spite of it because it's our souls that count, not our 
bodies. It's how we treat people that counts, not our 

paranoia. nor our defenses. Let our actions and let 

our prayers be for each other. 

ALERT! ALERT! 
A new movie entitled, "The Last Temptation of 

Christ," is scheduled to be released in September by 
Universal Studios. This movie is not fit for viewing by 
any member of the Church of Christ for it depicts the 
Lord and his followers sacrilegiously and blas
phemously as lustful and immoral degenerates. It 
absolutely distorts the character and mission of our 
Lord. It cannot help but warp the minds of all who 
view it for it seeks to associate the Lord with the 
worst kind of carnal tilth. 

It is time we begin to seriously awaken to the 
wickedness that is threatening to overwhelm us and 
begin to become a people separate and peculiar un
to God. The attacks upon godliness and against all 

right and true are rapidly gaining momentum. 
new release is a giant leap into the abyss of 

total "X" and "R" rated movies also 
should not be entertainment tare for our people 
whether at the theater or on T.V. God is not pleased 
with this. "PG" rated movies and, yes, even some 
"G" rated ones also give a lying message and should 
not be attended. 

In addition, magazines of almost all varieties 
(95% or more of all magazines) are unfit for a saint of 
God. Today's media is not geared for the righteous
ness of the viewer. This is to be expected since 
Satan is the prince of this world. Evil is glorified. The 

and true are villified. It is time we n to 
serve the Lord by a stand nst these evils 
in our lives. among Protestant Christian are 
doing so ngly. Can we do less? Can we say 
that we have been sufficiently righteous? If so we 
would have the gifts and blessings of the gospel in 
great abundance. But all is not well in Zion. And 
whether we pay heed or not and prefer to continue 
being this know that 

at the house of God and sooner 
than we may think. And if the 
sh al saved 
them who do 

One final word: If the music we listen to does not 
God then we have no business listening to 

We are to have to make up our minds. 
The question was recently raised, "Would you 

-
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rock music in the church on a Sunday morning or 
during a prayer service or at any other time in the 
house of God? Likely and if such music is not 

nor appropriate in either the service of God or 
in his is it any more for the tern-

pie of God? Know you not that your bodies are the 
of the Holy Ghost? And are with 

! But he who will defile his him will God 

E. Seibel 

-NEWS• 
NOTICES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BAPTISM 
beautiful Glen 
the setting for 

with Elder Ad-
otficiati ng. The sun was ust and the 

was a I orange, and as and Brother 
Add walked out into the water two 
white swans glided the area, 
obi to the , solemn ceremony 

Fol ng the our ittle 
back to the home of Brother and Sister 
the ng on of hands. 

young brother has made a 
real commitment turn his life and serve his 

but needs the prayers of the saints to him 
over the that he knows he will en-
counter. We would ask that you remember him. 

COLLINS LOCAL NEWS 
June is often of as "the wedding month" 

and so it was for Sharron Eddy, daughter of 
Robert and Wanda Jo of Clinton, Missouri. On 
Satu June 11th Sharron was united in 
to a fine young man the name of Jack lee 
The ceremony was conducted Brother Alvin Har-
ris of I in a beautiful outdoor setting on 
the farm near Stockton, Missouri. After the 

at a ic area 
the Lake. Our and prayers are for 

the welfare of Sharron and Jack as their 
as husband and bless 

While 'm isting 
June was Brother 

we had several welcome 
to their attendance the wed-

them were Brother and 
and Aaron 

Brother Leslie's Sister Irene was also in atten
dance. Brother Frank Fann and Sister Caroline of In-

were our guests in J ng 
in from time to time is our Sister Frances Yates who 
is now walking with only the assistance of a cane! 
She looks wonderful. Brother Joe and Sister 
Floralise Yates were able to join with us the 
Brother Fann was our speaker. And I believe it was 
the following our very much missed Sister 
Esther Caviness and daughter, Sharon Kel sur

us with a visit What a joy it is when we can 
hear the to visit and share 

some time with one another. Thank you all so much 
for And if I left someone excuse 
my lness. Your visit was and en-

by everyone. 
More news On the 17th 

Adams of , Missouri made the 
decision to enter the Kingdom of God through the 
waters of . Gary was Brother 
Robert Eddy who also confirmed Brother Gary by the 

ng on of hands for the of the 
Brother Gary was accepted as a member of 

the Collins Local and was welcomed by the g of 
the hand of fellowship Sunday, 31st. I 
your prayers on his behalf that he may be 
strengthened from day to day. 

Here are some lines from notes I've taken during 
sermons. I hope they will be of some good to you.

We are nothing without the power of God. 
It is when we begin to the scrip-

tures because to the is to God 
and we must not deny God. 

Disobedience to our is the first 
toward disobedience to God. 

Do we overlook the hand of the Lord and consider 
it only fortune? 

admonishes us to "be 
are you to become How desi 

we to do His wi I? Do we really want to 
mandments? 

are too concerned with their own lives 
to their time n the presence 

the of God. 
When we fai at somethi 

Christ 
Have counted the cost 
you have 

Are you short of 
some of these where do 
them? Go to God in prayer and ask. 

don't move that mountain, but me 
to climb it. 
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When we come to the end of the way and see that 
we 't have time to partake of the feast God 
prepared, God's house WILL be fi but oh, the 
sorrow we will have if we are left out because we 
were too busy.-

May we encourage one another to take the time 
to feast at God's table and share this 

with others. 
Your reporter, 
Czema Kauffman 

TO BE A DIAMOND 
by Amy Schrader 

"Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven." Matthew 5:16 

We are constantly in the presence of more than 
we can see; in all the many factors that make up the 
physical, tangible part of our experience is a figure 
of a spiritual reality, "the figures of the true" 
Hebrews 9:24. In our whole universe there is only 

one source of light, the sun, all else that seems to 
is a reflection of the sun; the moon, the 

stars, even the earth as seen by the astronauts. 
Another 'figure of the true' is the case of the gem; 

the diamond for an example. In the dark, this 
priceless above all other gems is as dull and drab as 
any mere stone. It is found only by the reflection of 
the miners head! from it. Even then a rough dia-
mond reflects Not until it is a cut stone does it 
reflect brilliantly. diamond is only carbon which 
has been to intense heat and pressure; in-
tensely tempered. Only then is it ready for the work 
of the lapidary in whose skilled hands it is cut, 
shaped and polished into the many faceted gem with 
all its light reflecting potential perfected. Still, to 
reflect, it must be in the presence of light which is 
outside itself. It has no light of its own. 

As the sun is the only light of the universe, 
spiritually speaking is not Jesus the only light of all 
that is spiritual, the light that we are to let reflect 
from us? And should we not expect to be processed 
much as the diamond if we would reflect Him to the 
greatest degree possible from a poor human 
creature? Or would we prefer to be left a rough stone 
from which little of the light that is Jesus can be 
discerned? 

BOOK OF MORMON NOTICE 
Because of the passing of James Hedrick, who 

had undertaken the responsibility of the 
Book of Mormon for this was vir-
tually at a standstill for nearly a year. However, due 
to the continued interest of Alma and Daniel 
Hedrick, there is a renewed effort being made. The 
services of these men were and are cost to 
the and we are deeply to them for 
their kindness and We that at 
least one other, a fellow-employee with Brother 
James Hedrick, is also offering 

With previous publication of the 
in the course of a couple of years, many 
are on hand, held in reserve for the time of publica
tion, which we anticipate may be in the fall or 
winter months. That notice offered the Book of 
Mormon with a cheaper binding for a donation of 
$10, and the book with a better binding for a dona
tion of $25. We may offer a limited number of these 
with better binding also with thumb-indexing; this 
would cost a few dollars more. These are in
itiatory prices, which may be changed after actual 
publication costs have been determined; but these 

prices are good for any who will 
donate until those prices have been fixed. If it is 
desirable to obtain more than one copy at these in
itial figures, it will be honored. 

Please send your contribution with an expres-

sion of your desires to: Business 
of Christ Lot), P.O. Box 472, Independence, 
MO 64051. It will be credited to the Board of Publica
tions fund. In the unlikely event for reasons 
beyond our control, the Church would be unable to 
complete the publication of the Book of Mormon, 
your money will be refunded upon other

it would remain in the fund for other 
most of which are given free of 

effort has been made to prepare 
this book even more nearly in accord with 

than the 1908 authorized edi· 
tion of the RLDS Church. The goes into 
historical detail not previously and answers 
some notable criticisms the book. i...l.c.1-,, ... a.,,,...,. 
text material has been revised and 
study have been included at the back. 

This project being a conference action, we would 
like to emphasize the importance of supporting this 
worthy cause to its completion. It is hoped that you 
will donate even above your anticipated 
order of new books, and if feasible, you will 
at the church level for the publishing of our own 
Book of Mormon. We pray that this precious record 
may be available to us and our posterity. 

The Council of Apostles 
Church of Christ (Temple Lot) 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES 
1989 Conference (general 
of 

will start 
Assembly will be held 
April 1 

1988 Ministers· Conference 
the Church of Christ will be held 

August 7 through 19 

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS 
Lot) 

64051-0472 

Price Each 

Zion's Advocate Subscription Rate: Non-Members . . . . .. $4 00 
Foreign ............ 4.50 

Book of Mormon (M1ss1onary . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 7.00 
Outline History of Church of Christ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.00 
Book of Commandments (Paper ............... 2.80 
Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed. . . . . . . . . . 2.90 
The Marvelous Work and a Wonder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.30 
What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God .......... 2.50 
H1stor1cal Facts Concerning the Temple Lot ............. 1.30 
Temple Lot Deed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30 
Changing o1 the Revelations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50 
Comprehensive Comparison of 

Changes to the Revelations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 30 
A Brief History of the Church of Christ . . . . . . . . N:C 
The Pr1nc:ples of the Gospel. Faith and Repentance ....... N/C 
The Pr1nc1ples of the Gospel. The on of Hands . . . . NIC 
The Principles of the Gospel. Baptism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . N/C 
The Latter Day Restoration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . N/C 
Apostasy or Succession. Which? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . N/C 
The Book of Mormon (Tract) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . N/C 
Articles o1 Faith and Practice of the Church of Christ . . N/C 

Faith and Practice . . . . . N/C 
Article 9 (Bible and Book of Mormon) . . . . . . . . . .... N/C 
Article No. 20 (Marriage) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . N/C 

on of . . . . . . . N/C 
What the Church teaches Respect to Matrimony 

(Spanish) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... N/C 
Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish) . . . . . . . . . ..... N/C 
Priesthood. Divine Authority ....................... . 
"Why·· ....................................... . 
A Synopsis of the Church of Christ's Beliefs 
First or First Apostles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Marriage For Time and Eternity? . . ..... 
Baptism The Dead? . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Zion and Temple of the Lord 

accepted to 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MATERIALS 

N/C 
N/C 
N/C 
N/C 
N;C 

N/C 
N/C 

all orders to the General Sunday School Assoc1at1on c/o 
Becky Srieldon, Rt. 1, Box 315, Gram Valley, MO 64029. All materials 
are free of charge to members of the Church of Christ. except as 
indicated. Write for more information, or see Synopsis June, 985, 
Zion's Advocate. 
CHURCH HISTORY lor JUNIORS-34 page 

teachers gwde 
THE BOOK IN THE STONE BOX-7 page booklet 
BIBLE STORIES TO GROW BY 52 2 

a 

God and Jesus (ages 5-7). (Free to local Sunday Schools) 

JESUS' LIFE and TEACHINGS-Series of 4 quarterlies (ages 8-10) 
WE SING and WE TALK ABOUT JESUS-14 primary lessons with 

pictures and songs on cassette (On only) 
WHO AM l?-A Bible game (cards) with multiple uses (Free to any 

local Sunday School, but $1.30 for ind1v1duals) 

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
by your new 

IS We 
on delivering your paper than on its return to 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 
6993-0000) 

PO Box 472 

Second Class Postage Paid 
64051 

MO 64051-0472 

AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS 
The following materials are available on loan to members of the 

Church of Christ from the Audio. Video. V1sual·A1d and Archeology 
Committee Send all requests (unless stated otherwise) tc Elder Gary 

2901 S Norwood. Independence MO 64052 

Slide Programs with Taped Narration 

Specify program(s) wanted, ant1c1pated dates of use. and the 
make of your pro1ec!or Slide pro1ectors and tape players are not 
provided except in the Independence area 

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping. and 
your own preview of programs For more mformal1on on 

these slide/tape programs. see the March 1984 issue of the Zions 
page 47 

.;Mexico, Land o! Contrast" (39 minutes) Illustrates how 
modern archeological finds North and Central America lend 
credence to the Book of Mormon and the story tells of the conti-

"Out of the Dust" (45 minutes) Tells the story found within !he 
Book Mormon. Also available is a 35 minute version directed 
toward Indian viewers and entitled "A Lamp Unto My Feet" 

"Light al Evening" (27 minutes) Story of the bringing forth ol 
!he Book of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ 
the 1820's and 1830. 

"The Return" (12 minutes) Reveals the significance of the 
return to the "land of Zion" 1867 by the members ol the Church ol 
Christ especially as holders of to the dedicated Temple Lot 

For 
Libby 
KC, 

Holy Scriptures on Cassette 

Sermons on Cassette and Video Tape 

cassette tapes write to Mike 
AZ 85022, or Ron Temple, 5621 

64136. 
For video tapes, write only to Ron Temple as listed above. 
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