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He Did, Can and Will

The God that stopped the sun on high
And sent the manna from the sky,
Laid flat the walls of Jericho,

And put to flight old Israel’s foe.

Why can’t He answer prayer today,
And drive each stormy cloud away?

Who turned the water into wine

And healed a helpless cripple’s spine
Commanded tempests, “Peace be still,”
And hungry multitudes did fill?

His power is just the same today,

So why not labor, watch and pray?

He conguered in the lion’s den,
Brought Lazarus back to life again,
He heard Elijah’s cry for rain,

And freed the sufferers from pain.
If He could do those wonders then,
Let's prove our mighty God again.

Why can’t the God Who raised the dead,
Gave little David, Goliath's head,
Cast out the demons with a word,
Yet sees the fall of one wee bird,
Do signs and miracles today,
In that same old-fashioned way?
HE CAN. He's just the same today.
Martin Luther
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Editorial . . .

Idon’tseehowlicanimprove uponthe message of the following anonymously submitted article (although

Ithink | know the deariady). I normally have a policy against publishing material sentin anonymously, but
the message here is extraordinary. | have often wondered as | have gazed through a typical Church of
Christ congregation filled with mostly believers and many ordained ministers: “Should a good portion of
the believers and most of the ministers be out meeting the needs of needy souls’ such as Mr. Brown? | have

similarly pondered the dilemna regarding my own responsibilities.
There are definitely two sides to the guestion, but | ask you to read the following and decide for

PRIORITIES

yourself.

He lived alone in the little cottage he and his wife
had shared for so many years before death had ended
the sixty-five years of their happy married companion-
ship.

In his mid-eighties now, Mr. Brown, (we’ll call him
that) managed remarkably well with cooking and car-
ing for his personal needs, butas he was no longer able
to drive a car, he was dependent upon young relatives
and neighbors to take him where he needed to go.
They were good to him; took him to church regularly,
to the doctor for checkups, to the grocery store or
wherever. He always offered them a little gas money

G.H.

which sometimes they accepted, but often they did
not, saying, “O, | was going that way anyhow, and I'm
glad to do it!”

The old gentleman thanked his friends and his
God for all the blessings he received.

Several years went by and an unmistakable pat-
tern began to unfold — a pattern he didn't like to see.
His non-church member friends seemed more aware
of his needs and more willing to heip than his fellow
church members. This disturbed him and he tried to
rationalize it in defense of the Church members.

One day {(unwisely, no doubt), he expressed his
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observations to some out-of-town friends. A young
local church member way across the room overheard
the remark and severely criticized the old gentleman
for making it. "How can we know your needs,” she
defended, “if you don't tel/l us?” Her anger was apparent.

Startled, Mr. Brown said he guessed he hadn’t
been as free to ask as he should have been, and prom-
ised to try to remedy the situation.

Afterthat he didtry tolet his needs be known to the
Church folks first. But the former pattern of response
continued: Non-members continued to be more car-
ing. But in his heart he found himself defending his
fellow church folks, defending them because — well
because he wanted to feel that they really cared more
than others.

Then one weekday morning Mr. Brown needed to
go to the bank on a rather urgent bit of business. He
called ayoung church member whom he knew was not
working that day, and explained his need. The young
man had often befriended him in the past, but thistime
he said, “I'm afraid | can’t help you this time. You see,
there are to be special Lent services at the church
today and | am going to church.”

Disappointed, the old gentleman sat by the phone
and thought: Priorities. Should they always lead, first,
to the church door? Then he called a young man who,
regretably, had minimized his Christian upbringing
and never attended church. in fact, after having fin-
ished college and having served a short time in the
armed services, he had allowed himself to join the
ranks of the agnostics. On the phone he said, “Sure,
Mr. Brown, I'll be there by 10:00 A.M. and will take you
wherever you need to go.”

He kept his word and Mr. Brown was most grateful.

He took care of his business at the bank, stopped for a
couple of other needed errands and brought home a
bag of groceries. His young agnostic friend told him
goodbye and said, “Let me know now, Mr. Brown, next
time you need a lift. Maybe | will be free to help. 0.K.?”

“O.K.,” Mr. Brown promised. Then he sat a long
while thinking about priorities and how easy it is to get
them mixed up. But who was he to judge? There were
good people everywherel!

Atew days later hetook a card from his mailbox, a
lovely greeting card with an impressive note. It was
from a little mother of two small children, a neighbor
who had befriended him just recently. The note read,
“Thank you, Mr. Brown, for allowing me to give you a
hand when you needed it. | had prayed that morning
that the Lord would show me someone | could help
thatday. He gave me you!l am learning this year whata
joy it is to be able to help someone in true Christian
service. We will keep in touch. God bless! Your neigh-
bor, Mary J.”

“What aninspiration!” Mr. Brown exclaimed, break-
ingthesilencein hislonely home. As a couple of warm
teardrops splashed down upon his trembling, wrinkled
hand, he said aloud, “Priorities’ Who knows exactly
where they lie? Believer, and non-believer: | see good
in both! The non-church goer and the avid attender
who may seem at some time to pass the needy by to be
in his accustomed pew! But maybe he needed to be in
his pew at that particular time.” The he bowed his head
in a whispered prayer: “Let me not judge, Dear Lord.
Thatis Your provincel Not mine! Just give me a grateful
heart for every blessing, and a love for all mankind.
Amen.”

—Mr. Brown's Confidante

R —— -~

And I Change Not

by Apostlie Don. W. Housknecht

“Forlamthe LORD, | change not; .. .” (Mal. 3:6)

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of
turning.” (James 1:17)

“...there is no iniquity with the LORD our God,
nor respect of persons, .. .” (Il Chron. 19:7)

“...Godis norespecter of persons: .. ."” (Acts
10:34)

“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and
forever.” (Heb. 13:8)

“... hethat cometh to God must believe that he
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

“And hath made of one blood all nations of men
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath
determined the times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitation;.” (Acts 17:26)

We claim the distinction of being different from
many otherfaithsanditis evidentin this: We believe
that God is. We believe that he is, in character, lov-
ing, just, and merciful. We believe in his purposes,
disposition and laws. We believe that as herevealed
himseifto maninthe beginning, hedoessonow and
ever shall. The means of approaching God through
his gospel which he established through his son,
Jesus Christ still remain and if man will use these
approaches, he will obtain the same view, feel the
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same power, behold the same glory and find the
overpowering joy in the same principles as did the
people in Bible times. This is the testimony as the
Bible relates it. it is the experience of those who
have tried it.

A true understanding of God makes him a God
of miracles and his will to perform them for the
benefit of man in the past and in the future to bring
about the resurrection, the overthrow of evil, the
creation of a new heaven and a new earth where
righteousness alone will prevail. How great is the
foolishness of man when he divests God of the will
toperformorstripshimofhis miraculous power, by
saying, “Thisisnottheway of Godtoday.” The need
for God to interfere in our way of life is as great
today as it ever was and wherever we turn, man’s
conditionisshowing features of necessity which the
wisdom of man cannot supply, and every effort to
supply it but magnifies the trouble and indeed
builds up a chaotic religious disorder and discon-
tent. God is notthe God who shows favoritism to any
generation of people, centuries ago or now. He is

entered. The lights were extinguished, and the
father who, with his gorgeously attired servants,
had been conversing with and waiting upon his
children, withdrew from the banquet hall and retired
to his parlor for a season, and had all his actions
published, that his character and will and where-
abouts mightbe everywhere known. Hisriches con-
tinued, and his estate was magnificent.
Inashorttimetheyounger membersofthefam-
ity grew up, read the records, rejoiced in their pros-
pects, entered the banquet hall by the same door,
under the same directions as had the older ones,
marched around the immense room, read all the
placards which told of the father’'s unchangeability,
impartiality, etc., etc., toward all his household, and
finally seated themselves on the same chairs once
occupied by the others. Upon each plate before
them was found acopy oftherecord which had been
keptofthethings eaten, drunk, and said. Therewere
none of these things remaining however — no flow-
ers, fruits, nuts, cereals, vegetables, or beverages,
as of old; the lights were not burning, and they had

the Fatherofthehumanrace and what
he has obligated himselftodo orto be
isnotvariedinregardtotimeorplace,
ifallmembers ofthe human family will
but respect his law. There is one dis-
tinction. The disobedienthave noright
to title but the obedient have an equal
claim as heirs to his righteous prom-
ises concerningthesoul, whetherit be
Adam or the last child born in the
millenium.

We relate here a parable that we
might better understand our relation-
ship to God. An earthly parent with a

Don W. Housknecht

to supply themselves with matches or
candles to read the records referred
to. The father and the brilliantly ar-
rayed servanis were not there; but
they waited, on the strength of what
the wall placards announced and what
they had learned in the accounts of
himself published by their father. Still
he came not, nor his Servants, nor
were the lights turned on. They mur-
mured, and looked often at the empty
dishes before them, and cried out for
the father’'s approach and the supplies
indicated.

large family once placarded his palace with an-
nouncements of his impartiality and unchangeabil-
ity. Then spread his tables bounteously with all the
health and joy-giving products of air and earth and
seas; the cereals, vegetables, fruits, flowers, and
delicious beverages. He then invited the older mem-
bers of his family to enter the banquet hall, where
the great arc and incandescent lights furnished
light, and permitted them tc gaze upon and enjoy a
most magnificent spectacieandroyal banquet. They
feasted and rejoiced, and chatted one with another
in happiness akin to bliss, and wrote and recited
words of praise to their father who was so generous
and considerate. As they were thus engaged, their
speeches and expressions of joy were noted down,
together with the meats and drinks listed also as
they feasted. This was done by certain of them
whom the father had selected and requested to do
s0. The records were preserved, the tables were
cleared, and the happy company passed out the
door at the opposite end of the hall from which they

Justthenthere entered a few poorly attired per-
sons, who claimed to be servants of the father, and
requested the children to refrain from such com-
plaint and supplication, as it was displeasing to the
father, who was too busy or too little interested in
them to visit them. These self-called servants also
informed the children that their portion was to be
found in the printed records before them on their
dishes. Astonished at this, the children asked how
they could feed and be nourished upon the mere
story of what their older brothers and sisters ate and
drank and enjoyed. They asked why they were being
so treated; why this discrimination by a self-claimed
unchangeable and impartial father. Theanswer was
given: “Simply because you were not born soon
enough.” The children asked whether they were
responsible for that, but were turned away with the
reply thatthe "word” was to be their portion; but that
all the evidences of loyalty and affection for their
father, such as were displayed by the others of
whom they read, wererequired ofthem also without
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question, under penalty of disinheritance and final
destruction,

Now what do you think of such a parent or such
a case as this? You likely would say that you could
not believethat any father would show such partial-
ity or discrimination, that it would be most unjust
andcruel, and especially so, since he had published
himselfto be the contrary. Yes, itwould be outrage-
ous and contempt could not admit belief. And you
could be right and although this is but a story or
parable it does nevertheless show the spiritual con-
dition resultant in such theories and belief being
practiced in the worldly churches today. Apologies
or excuses don’t make it right regardless of who
makes them.

The Scriptures tell us of the feasting of our
brothers before us as does the latter-day history,
such men as Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Peter, Paul,
Lehi, Nephiandtheearly leaders ofthe present-day
restored church. Should an epochal history written
of the present-day church read any different? We
think not! Yet we are reminded in Scripture that they
ate of the spiritual food and spiritual drink and then
recorded what they said and did, and of the Father
being with them by his Spirit and his Son, and of
angels administering to them. The light of direct
revealment of God’s will was upon them, their souls
being filled and enriched with the shower of spirit-
ual baptisms, knowing the miracle of God’s glory
and power.

Ifyoulook, you can see the placardsonthe wall
now and we’ll read them to you, should it be that
your vision be impaired, — “| am the Lord, | change
not”; “Godis no respector of persons”; “For we are
also his offspring”. Yet, when we enter the same
door and sit down at the same table as did our older
brothers, the light from God (revelation) must not be
expected; the angel servants, who are . . minister-
ing spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall
be heirs of salvation” (Heb. 1:14) are not to wait on,
or bless us; God is not to commune, as of old, with
his family. Some of the ancient Gospel dishes may
remain, but they are to be kept empty. We are
required to feed and grow fat on the story told of
others in the Book. We ask, “Why?” and we are told
that though of the same family, we were not born
S0on enough, and that is the only reason. Yet the
quotation we made from Acts 17:26., tells us that
Qod determined the time and boundaries of our hab-
itation beforehand. Abraham, Moses or Paul were
born when ang where they were because God
settled jt beforehand; so with youand | — we could
not help it. So the whole Scriptural outline of life is
Worthless to us, except to prove that Christ's reli-
glon wears out in time. It can fill the souls of beliey-
€rs at one time, but possesses no such power in a
later time. One generation gets all the natural food,

fresh from God, administered by Christ or the
angels from heaven, but another must grow fat on
the Scriptures or “Word”, or the history of what first
took place, or must starve or be damned for starving.

What a glorious idea of the Fatherhood of God!
What intellect can conceive of such changeability!
What a glowing tribute to God’s impartiality! it is a
picture that would damn an earthly parent, yet is
offered to us as a picture of “our Father which artin
heaven!” Is it consistent? We say rather, that it
reaches the utmost height of blasphemy!

Let us suppose for the moment that the herald-
ingangelswere suddeniy toappear anddeclare that
the Messiah was here and for us to gather our right-
eous robes about us and go out and meet Him, and
on doing so have a second angel stand before us
holding a picture of Him. Would we be satisfied? The
believers of such religion should not approach God
with any hope of finding him, regardiess of how
religiously or ceremoniously they try, he'll not be
there except by imagination.

What is the purpose of “religion”? What do you
want religion for? In this case, the Christian reli-
gion. Does a farmer buy land merely to have the
county record him an owner, or possessor. No! He
has crops in mind. Any real honest and intelligent
person wants more than a church record, showing
his name enrolled thereon, to prove heisreligious or
a Christian. He wants communion with Christ, his
divine help and favor, spiritual endowment, and
eternal life. Any so-called preacher can and does
standinthe pulpitand extol the products and values
of the Gospel, like such display at Pentecost. In the
Asiatic churches, or as evidenced following the trial
ofthe Apostles, or they may print cheaply-produced
Bibles and distribute them throughout the world to
support what they have to tell: but just enter their
churches and see if you can find a duplication of
those Gospel gifts: apostles, prophets, or miracles,
etc., of which they have so boldly spoken. We dare
say that you will not find them there and should you
inquire as to why they’re not there, they will tell you
that times have changed things and that those
things existed over nineteen hundred years ago.
You ask then another question, “How can my soul
grow and be enriched upon that which the saints
received nineteen hundred years ago? | need spirit-
ual food now!” And they will tell you: “You have the
Bible, the Word.”

Once there was a preacher standing behind the
pulpit from which he expounded the scriptures with
aready mind. His words were understood, and they
held his audience spellbound, and the hearers were
edified. Atthe close of his series of sermons he was
questioned by many and he gave very convincing
answers. Before leaving thatlocal he announced the
route of his journey and where he would be each
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succeeding month of the next year and when he
would be expected to return to them and that wher-
ever he would be, he would be the same as they
knew him then. And so some of the people wrote to
friends to tell them how they had enjoyed spiritual
experiences to an overflowing and flooding of their
soul, and advised their friends to go and hear and
enjoy his person and the comforts of like expe-
rience. Butlo and behold, their friends wrote back to
them and said they knew nothing of what was de-
scribedtothem. Uponthe preacher’'sreturn, he was
found one night at the pulpit, but fixed as a stone
statue, motionless and without speech. All ques-
tions put to him were without answer, and they
became indignant when he moved his finger, or
waved his head or winked an eye, but not saying a
word. Each one was left to wonder or guess at what
the gestures meant, resulting in no common under-
standing, butonly dispute. But he neverendeavored
to explain or give interpretation of himself. And yet,
in spite of what their friends had written back to
them and all that they had witnessed for themselves
onthepreachersreturn,they still maintained thathe
had not changed — he was exactly the same as he
was when formerly among them. Once a fluent
speaker, now adumb statue; once active and intelli-
gent and keenly interested, now nearly motionless
and indifferent; once precise with his answers and
careful to explain, for fear there might be one with-
out understanding, now careless and indifferent
about whether they agreed or not.

“You're quite a story teller,” you might say, and
it may be but where, or from what conditions wit-
nessed by myself, do you suppose that | get such
suggestions? The Holy Scriptures give us a history
of God’'s dealings with mankind, covering a period
of over four thousand years. He was continually
counseling anddirecting and always approachable.
Visions, dreams, angels, miracles, revelations, signs
following the believers, and so forth, had a part in
theresponsehegavetothosewhoinquired. Wecite
you to John 16:24 where Christ's word is this:
“Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask
andyeshallreceive, that yourjoy may be full.” Also,
Matthew 7:7: “Ask and it shall be given you, seek,
andyeshallfind, knock, anditshall be opened unto
you:” Heinsisted. He was always ready with reply to
relieve and enlighten.

As our texts imply, he gave word of his unchan-
geability. Yet after four thousand years his words
lay unbroken. They are truth. Still changes have
been made, for Christendom represents him as
uttering no word, no angelic messengers; giving no
vision, no miracie, no healing of the sick through the
laying on of hands of the elders as was formerly
evidenced, but still saying that he is unchangeable
and impartial.

Having had at least some brief knowledge ofthe
Indian, | have stood in wonder attheir knowledge of
God, for they see him in the clouds and hear himin
the winds, yet they are childlike and considerably of
untutored mind. | would to God thatthe world could
see and understand him as much. But no, the world
churches would have us use a periscopetosee God,
andlook back over nineteen hundred years to catch
a glimpse of him. They reason this to be wisdom
because someone started the rumor that God is
dead, and they believed it, for from what their
preachers were telling them, everything indicated
that God really is dead. The sirange thing about this
doctrine to me is, | don’t recall having read his obit-
uary or announcement of his funeral. It must have
been the devil that preached the funeral sermon, for
lunderstandthat many are quoting from it, like this:
“He WAS wonderful, he WAS patient, he did make
many wonderful promises, but he changed and the
change made him sick and he died. But he did not
leave us comfortless, for he placed in his stead a
man, and gave him his rights and power and he sits
onathronein Romeand dictates to kings and rulers
and his daughters, (the worldly churches). Soon,
this great man will but wave his hand in Holy sanc-
timony, and lo, there will be peace.” Thisisreally not
meant to be funny although it méy be satirical in
nature, it is nevertheless a matter of great concern
to all who have concern for the salvation of their
souls.

We express desire for the world to get a good
look at God and to know him better, butwe must not
overlook the possibility of poor vision on our part.
Letusdolikewise as we ask the worldto getto know
God better than we do and seek to understand his
purposes in us, who declare ourseives to be his
children. if we be his children then there must be

" some resemblance between Christ and ourselves

andthisresemblance must show prominently inour
acts and deeds which in turn will prove, in fact, that
God is not dead, and that he lives IN US and that he
has called us out of darkness into his marvelous
light. Onceweshow proofthat hetrulyisunchange-
able, that he is impartial and that he speaks to his
people today, that he heals their sick, gives sightto
the blind and at one and the same time makes us
blind to the faults of others; once these and many
other evidences are shown forth in us, we will at
once become a persecuted people and be held up
for scorn. We will become known as the people
whose works are shown, thus proving our faith in a
God who has not changed. And though the world
may not long remember what we have said here, it
can not forget what we stand for.

Letusleave agoodly inheritanceto ourchildren
that they will not have to be satisfied withastoryora
written word “on their plates” at the banquet table,
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butratherletthem be filled with evidences that they
can see and feel for themselves, evidences that
come about because you and | have submitted
humbly and meekly to the will of God and thus
pecome living witnesses of the signs that follow the
peliever. Then shall our children and ourselves
likewise be able to stand with confidence against
any enemy seeking to destroy our souls or possibly

taking ourlife. Determine now and without delay, to
“standinthe way, and see, and ask for the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk therein,” that we
might “find rest foroursouis” and for ourchildren a
righteous inheritance.

Andlestwe forget! The popularcry ofthe day is;
“We will not walk therein.”

o< S

The Sides Of the North

“Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in
the city of our God in the mountain of his holiness.
Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is
mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the
great King” (Psalm 48:1-2).

In ancient times the city of Zion was located
within the confines of the southern kingdom of
Judah. It was actually the inner city of Jerusalem.
However, with the rejection of Christ by the Jews,
his crucifixion, the subsequent scattering of the
Jews and destruction of the temple, Zion ceased to
remain in Judah.

Evidence for Zion’s transfer may be seen from
the following scripture: "O Zion, that bringest good
tidings, get thee up into the high mountain . . .
(Isaiah 40:9). The separation of Zion and Jerusalem
is evident in Isaiah 64:10, “Thy holy cities are a
wilderness, Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a deso-
lation.”

But where may we find the high mountain to
which Zionwastocome?in Ezekiel 17 weread ofan
incidentthattook place inthe days of Zedekiah, the
last king of Judah. “Thus saith the Lord God; | will
also take of the highest branch of the high cedar,
and will setit;t willcrop off fromthetop ofhisyoung
twigs a tender one, and will plant it upon the high
mountain and eminent: in the mountain of the high-
est of Israel will | plant it: and it shall bring forth
boughs, and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and
under it shall dwell all fow! of every wing; in the
shadow of the branches thereof shall they dwell”
(verses 22-23).

When Nebuchadnezzar took Zedekiah captive
to Babylon he put to death all his sons. But a little
one of his escaped. This tender one was Mulek
{Mulok) who came to America about 12 years after
the arrival of Lehi and his family. The coming of
Mulek to America of whom Zarahemla was ulti-
mately founded identifies this land as the high
mountain, the mountain of the height of israel. That
this is true may easily be seen from other prophetic
scriptures. Forexample, ”. . . itshallcometo passin
the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established inthetop ofthe mountains, and
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall
flow unto it” (Isaiah 2:2).

This establishment of the Lord’s house is also
prophesied of in Daniel 2:44-45. “And in the days of
these kings shall the God of heaven set up a king-
dom, which shall never be destroyed: and the king-
dom shall not be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever. Forasmuch as thou saw-
estthat the stone was cut out of the mountain with-
outhands, andthat it brakein piecestheiron...” etc.

The mountain out of which this kingdom was
cutwas America. Andwhy shouldn’titbeso? Fordid
notthe house of Israel also come to this land? Con-
sider: “Woetothemthatareateasein Zion, and trust
in the mountain of Samaria, which are named chief
of the nations, to whom the house of Israel came!”
{Amos 6:1).

This scripture tells of a land called Samaria
which is referred to as chief of the nations to whom
the house of Israel came. However Samaria of old
was not such a nation. Furthermore Israel did not
come to that Samaria. Rather they founded that
nation after Solomon’s death. That modern day
Samaria also removed itself and is today the home-
place of Israel is quickly resolved by the statement
“"WoetothemthatareateaseinZion.” The counter-
part to this scripture is found in 2 Nephi 12:25 & 30
and in 1 Nephi 7:18 & 20.

.. theywill say, Alliswellin Zion; yea, prospe-
reth, all iswell ... Therefore, wo be unto him that is
at ease in Zion.” “And this fand shall be a land of
liberty unto the Gentiles: and there shall be no kings
upontheland, whoshall raise up unto the Gentiles...
And hethat fighteth against Zion, shall perish, saith
God; for he that raiseth up a king against me, shall
perish.”

Having very briefly established the location of
the mountain of the Lord’s house we return to our
opening scripture, “Beautiful for situation the joy of
the whole earth, is mount Zion on the sides of the
north, the city of the great King.” (Emphasis by
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H.E.S. throughout).

What is the “sides of the north?” It is not simply
a description of the northern hemisphere of our
earth? s not our country on the sides of the north?

The archenemy of God is also aware of these
things and has never ceased trying to usurp the
place of God. In Isaiah 14:12-15 we read, “"How art
thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morn-
ing! how art thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations! Forthou hastsaid in thine
heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will exalt my
throne above the stars of God: | will sitalso upon the
mount of the congregation, inthe sides of the north:
| willascend above the heights ofthe clouds, i will be
like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down
to hell, to the sides of the pit.”

Here we areshown the aims ofthisevilone. One
ofthese aimsistosituponthe mountofthecongre-
gation, inthesides of the north. Thatthislocationis
an earthly one is self-evident and that the time of
this prophecy is after the fall of Satan from heavenis
also evident fortworeasons. One — The otheris the
fact thatitis now hisintentionto ascendinto heaven
is shown by the question, How art thou fallen from
heaven. Butadditionally he says "l will sitalsoupon
the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the
north. in other words Lucifer intends to have domin-
ion on earth as well as in heaven.

This being true then just as Zion is about to
become established inthe sides ofthe north, Lucifer
will attempt to thwart the plan of God and establish
himself in the sides of the north, even in Zion.

ifthere is any doubt about such intentions con-
sider the following:

Those who are working to bring about a one
world church and government are not blind to the
significance of world events or of certain pertinent
prophecies in the Bible (or even the Book of Mor-
mon). And this has always been so. For example, in
the days of the birth of Christ it was Herod, who,
when he inquired of the chief priest and scribes of
the people where Christ should be born, believed
even as the devils do, and went about to destroy
Him.

And so it is today. When Joseph Smith went to
the Lord in prayer, Satan immediately tried to des-
troy him. And now with time drawing to a close and
the greatevents of God aboutto begin, Satan again,
along with his chief servants, understanding those
things in which the world is ignorant, is about to
make his final move to usurp the place of God in the
sides of the north and to establish his throne and
kingdom, the prophesied image to the beast.

The strange irony to all this is that fundamental
christianity has long believed the anti-christ would
set up his throne and kingdom in Jerusalem. Who
would ever have supposed or guessed that the Cen-

ter Place and namely the Temple Lot itself was to be
the place of this throne rather than Jerusalem?

A communication was received recently herein
Independence giving an outline and blueprint of a
plan for the establishment of the world church
headquarters in just that spot. The sender of this
communication is a member of Interaid, an organi-
zation located in Cambridge, England. He is also a
member of the Mormon church as well as a member
of the Church of Jesus Christ {the world church)
associated with the Davidic Kingdom (having to do
with free masonry). This church was established in
the United Kingdom in 1969 and in Moscow in 1984,
A dedication service was held on the Temple Lot on
the 29th of March 1985 {(unbeknown to us) for the
purpose of establishing it there for future develop-
ment. The primary source of their vested power, he
says, derives from the Melchisedec Priesthood which
was divinely bestowed on the chairman in Sep-
tember 1967 in Cambridge. Thisrepresents the spir-
itual development of Judaism.

These efforts are being coordinated between
Moscow, Cambridge and the World Peace Univer-
sity in Portland, Oregon. Informal understandings
and relationships are purportedly being developed
particularly with Her Majesty, the Queen, the U.S.A_,
the U.S.S.R., the U.N., and the Roman Catholic
Church. A dedication service, 100, was carried out
on the mount of Olives along with Arab participa-
tion. Their fifth visit to Moscow in 1984 to consoli-
date the relationship initiated by Premier Nikita
Khrushchev in 1959 resulted in a positive under-
standing withthe U.S.8.R. A letter was written to the
Presidentofthe U.S.in 1983 asking for his coopera-
tion after which a joint visit to Washington, D.C,,
independence, Missouri, and Salt Lake City resulted
in ratifying the headqguarters of the Universal Faith
at the Center Place, independence, Missouri, for
subsequent consolidation at alater visit being plan-
ned for April 1988,

The division ofthe three latter day churchesisa
scandal (he says) so they proposed a mini-confer-
ence at Independence this past April between the
three churches in order to outline the prophetic
nature of the times in the context of the Church of
Jesus Christ and the Davidic Kingdom and its loca-
tion on the Temple Lot. And since they have anon-
sectarian and worldwide constitution with vested
powers for establishing “true religion” and world
disarmament, they can carry ocut their objectives
with any nation or institution without political or
other barriers. Their aim is to promote a worid con-
ference on World Spiritual Unity (purportedly agreed
to by the U.8.8.R., Islam, the Roman Catholic
Church, etc.) in conjunction with radio and televi-
sion transmitting stations and the World Peace Uni-
versity. Thisisin support ofthe United Nations 1986
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year of International Peace.

Where do they stand now? All the relations have
peen established, the U.S.A. at the Constitutional
jlevel, the U.S.S.R. at the Governmental level, the
Roman Catholic Church at the Papal level, the Uni-
ted Kingdom at the Royal and Parliamentary level,
islam, Israel, the Greek Orthodox Church, the Ma-
sonic Order and the United Nations.

In their report of the Trustees (also included)
reference is made to the “so-called Second Coming
of Christ” of the christians, the Messiah ofthe Jews,
the Imam Mahdi of the Musiims, the Lord Maitraya
(the New Age Christ, HES) of the Buddhist and Bod-
hisative or Krishna of the Hindus plus other inter-
ests of prophetic import which extends to freema-
sonry (the “Davidic” aspect} and the Roman Catholic
Church (the “universal” aspect) in addition to those
of the U.S. expressed in the Great Seal on the
reverse side (the New Order of the Ages) and the
Israelitic heraldry of the U.K. and northern Ireland.

And finally, included with this communication
isaletter addressedto President Reagan on Interaid
stationary making reference to visits made by them
to Moscow, Washington, Independence, and Salt
Lake City. They plainly state that it is their main
object to establish the universal Church of Jesus
Christ and Davidic Kingdom as a joint heritage of
the U.K. and the U.S.A. with headquarters at the
Center Place in Independence, Missouri, on a site
dedicated telepathically by Jesus in August 1830.

Two things become evident to me here. One is
that if any of us ever entertained, heretofore, any
doubts about the sacredness of the Temple Lot and
God’s plan for it, we had better dispel such notions,
foritis abundantly certain that the adversary enter-
tains nosuchillusions. The otheristhatitistime we
woke up from our slumber for if Satan is so fever-
ishly about, then God's work also cannot be afar off.

An observation is in order here. This organiza-
tion represented here is not just some wild fantasy
ofsome lunatic fringe group. This is part of a world-
wide movement backed by an enormous power base
which, if it weren’t for God and his promise in the
Book of Mormon, would surely overwhelm us. The
time of our final spiritual conflict, | believe, is upon
us.

“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye
may be accounted worthy to escape all these things
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son
of Man” (Luke 21:36).

“And all that fight against Zion, shall be de-
stroyed ... For he will not sufferthat the wicked shall
destroy the righteous. Wherefore, he will preserve
the righteous by his power, even if it be so that the
fullness of his wrath must come, and the righteous
be preserved, even unto the destruction of their
enemies by fire. Wherefore, the righteous need not
fear; forthus saith the prophet, They shall be saved,
even if it so be as by fire” (1 Nephi 7:30, 33-37).

Harvey E. Siebel

ST

1986 Conference Report

Admonishmentcame from Bro. W. A. Sheldon at
the beginning of the Solemn Assembly from Isaiah
58:1-6, “Cry aloud, spare not, lift thy voice. . .” and
keep the fast of sacrifice. We were given the exam-
ple of concentrated prayer by the disciples in i
Nephi9:17-35. Jesus returned to them the third time
to find them in earnest prayer and said, “So great
faith have | never seen among all the Jews.” The
prayers ofthis assembly concentrated on asking for
the discernment of spirits, especially thatthe minis-
try might know of the authenticity of a calling of six
apostles. Sister Doris Sheldon observed how won-
derfulitwould be if our Heavenly Father could clasp
ustoHis bosom as she saw an earthly father do with
his son,

Bro. Tom Karas spoke with assurance that God
would answer our prayers in His way if we but exer-
Cise patience. Bro. Robert Oldham prayed that the
ministry might teach with fervor the repentance that
“we are commissioned to teach.”

We appeared to be a much more relaxed con-
gregation on the second day of the Solemn Assem-
bly. Bro. Robert Jensen told us, “Surely the Lord will
do nothing but he revealeth his secret unto his ser-
vants the prophets,” Amos 3:7. He then read pro-
phecy pertaining to the tribulations in the Latter
Days from Isaiah 3, 4, 5 & 6; il Nephi 12:77-100, but
Psalms 91:11-16 assures protection to His Saints.
Attention was focused on “Walk in the Spirit and ye
shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh”, Gal. 5:14-25.

Each prayer seemed concerned with the evil
that might be among us, the need for discernment in
all things, the healing of the sick and afflicted, the
desire for humility and above all the will of the Lord
be done.

At the closing service of the Solemn Assembly
we were admonished by Bro. Marvin Ely from Eph.
6:10-17,t0". .. putonthe wholearmourof God .. .".
Alma 16:218-220, “. . . humble yourselves, and con-
tinuein prayer...cryunto himagainstthe.. .enemy
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to all righteousness.” Prayers were offered for Bro.
Don Mcindoo who was suffering from a type of flu
and was scheduled to bring the sermon on the fol-
lowing evening.

A large congregation from Arizona, Colorado,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska
and Tennessee gathered early Sunday morning in
the 4-H Building in Independence for a Sacrament
Service. Brethren Roland Sarratt and Marvin Ely
were in charge of the meeting. Those chosen to
serve the Sacred Emblems were Brethren James
Martin, Smith Brickhouse, Hubert Yates, Frank Fann,
Tom Karas and Charles Brantner. The service began
with “Sweet The Time Exceeding Sweet.”

Our attention was brought to Matthew 17:14-21
by Bro. Marvin Ely. This example of a miracle per-
formed by Christ portrays a child possessed by the
devil. The disciples asked, “Why could not we cast
him out?” The answer was, “Because of unbelief . ..
this kind goeth notoutbut by prayer and fasting.” 1
Nephi8:8-10, . .. all the multitude, with one accord,
did go forth ..., and did worship him.” Being of one
accord is very important.

Heading the prayer list were the names of Ray
and Betty Trudgen. Others included Brethren Sam
Kidd, Ed Podhola, Don Housknecht, Don Mcindoo
and Eugene Silvey. Also Sisters Vida Filley, Junella
Pollock, Pam Shaw, Helen Smith and Sister Raquel
inYucatan. Bro. Sarrattread Isaiah 55 which begins,
“Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the wa-
ters...”. He then led in a season of prayer.

The song, “"More Love To Thee, O Christ,” was
offered then Sister Louise Yates arose and thanked
God for the best year she has ever had. Her treat-
ment has been “trust in the Lord.”

How true, that we are recipients of the angel
message — the glorious gospel, as expressed by
Bro. Robert McCubbin. We have the Book of Mor-
mon and must seek the Lord always to have His
blessings and be able to glean souls for Him,

Bro. Curtis Yates acknowledged that we gain
strength, faith and hope through our parents, who
are special. He offered thanks to God for the strength
of his aged parents that they are able to be present
this day. Reward for faith is strength.

Someyearsagoayoung maninthe navy prayed
for a Christian girl to wife. Bro. Tony Grzincic testi-
fied that his prayer was answered. His wife has been
a blessing for 34 years and his tribute to her was
special.

We finished singing “Lips and songs are holy,
only when with truth and love aflame” and Bro.
Thomas Maley confessed to being in trouble. “i
can’t thank God enough for the blessings received
over the past few months.” He is trusting that those
who prayed for him will also help to thank God for
him.

Sister Evalena Sills spoke of her father’s work in
the angel’s message and testified that it is the most
precious thing in our lives but carries responsibility
on our part.

“God asked me to do something that | didn't
want to do,” confessed Sister Mary Louise Bryant.
She was shown that to choose not to do would be
devastating butto chooseto do His will would bring
lasting peace.

We received with thankfulness the humble spirit
of Bro. James Hedrick in testimony as he told that he
is living proof that God hears and answers prayers.
He experienced that devastating feeling that comes
when oneturns his back on God. “My priorities have
changed and | need your help . . . that | may be
forgiven.”

Our aged Bro. Joseph Yates was introduced to
the Spirit of God 75 years ago through the laying-
on-of-hands. He testified of an incident where Elders
fasted and prayed three days and three nights to be
able to cast the devil out of a man. Not until “the
name Lucifer” was revealed did the devil leave.

One of the young sisters from the School of the
Ozarks was thankfulto her church family for prayers
and support. It is difficuit for a member when the
earthly family does notacceptone’s decision to join
Christ’s family.

Bro. LeRoy Wheaton presented apicture he saw
in a dream in which he was a participant yet was
looking down on the scene. Church people were
gathered near the building visiting when a red and
white globe appeared in the sky to the southeast. All
dropped to their knees with hands over heads pray-
ing. After the ball exploded, he announced that all
was over. Explosions were being heard everywhere
but none were affecting the gathered people. “We
can be as Little Joseph in preserving souls if we sit
down with God and wait with Him .. . A remnant will
be found waiting when Christ comes.”

“Itwaslike a miracie every day on our journey to
Honduras,” testified Sister Nana Gill. She and Bro.
John met in service with the people there and were
humbled by the Spirit among them. Prayer can help
them to have the needed miracles.

Bro. Howard Leighton-Floyd encouraged Bro.
James Hedrick to continue in humbleness for bless-
ings awaited him. There were testimonies pro and
contoaspeakingintongues by Bro. Leighton-Floyd
and a prophecy concerning things of the church
including the thought that an Indian was to be an
Apostle. Bro. Sarratt called for a season of prayer
and asked the congregationtocontinueto make this
aserious matter of prayer. “Stand Up And Bless The
Lord” was sung to dismiss the service,

Foodtosustain the physical body was served by
a capable kitchen committee and volunteers. The
time between services was also used in fond greet-




June, 1986

ZION'S ADVOCATE

Page 91

ing between brothers and sisters.

At4 p.m. all were in their places to listento a 26
voice choir from Georgeville and the Independence
{ocalsintheirsinging ofthe cantata, "Other Sheep
Have,” by Louise Hills Lewis, under the direction of
Sister Manon Lawrence with Sister Martha Bruner at
the piano. Several solos were sung by Brethren
David Rudd, Randall Sheldon, Daniel Hedrick and
Donald Gill and Sisters Janice Welch, Neva Hous-
knecht and Margaret Gill. Sisters Patricia Hatcher
and Debbie Hedrick sang together on a solo part.
Duets featured Sisters Marcia Christian and Grace
Rudd; Sisters Becky Sheldon and Darl Temple; Sis-
ters Becky Rudd and Becky Sheldon; and Bro. W. A,
Sheldon and Sister Darl Temple. Gary Welchsanga
tenor obligato as well as a solo.

The cantata was beautiful and the message was
clear. The story was taken from the Book of Mormon
and covered the time from the departure of Lehi
from Jersualem to the completion of the record in
the promised land by Moroni.

That evening Bro. Gordon McCann introduced
Bro. Don Mcindoo to deliver the message after the
special musical offering, "Honey In The Rock,” by
the Glenn Gill trio. Bro. Mcindoo stated that the
fundamental beliefs of the Church of Christ are
being challenged from within as in the days of
Mosiah 11:105. The Psalmist in 46:10 said, “Be still,
and know thatl am God.” There is no reason for the
Church of Christ to stumble. The Gospel is so sim-
ple. How many times we are told to believe in Christ,
repent, be baptized, become as littiechildren and be
united. We must believe in miracles, watch and pray
always, meettogether oft, search the scriptures, fol-
low His example and endure to the end. Matthew 5,
6,7 &8.

On Monday evening Bro. Robert Ely introduced
Bro. Marvin Case as the speaker after a beautiful
duet by Sisters Chris Moser and Neva Housknecht.
They sang “Open My Eyes, That | May See’”, the
same song they had sung 10 years ago when in
March they went through the waters of baptism
together. Bro. Case said, “l feel much like Mormon
in Moroni 7:1-4,” when he said, . . . because of the
gift of his calling unto me, | am permitted to speak
untoyou .. .thechurch,” and by our works we shall
be known. Even now as then all have gone astray
save a few "humble followers of Christ,” Il Nephi
12:10-17. The method of Christ’'s communication
with man makes man’'s participation necessary.
Christisthelight, John 8:12;9-5. To love isto follow
Himand do Hisworks, which encompass faith, hope
and charity, Moroni 7:50-53. We are nothing if we
have not charity.

“0O Jesus | Have Promised” began the prayer
service on Tuesday morning and Bro. Hubert Yates
read from |l Nephi 14:11,12. Approaching God

through prayer is the relief valve from the stress of
the world. The name of Bro. Banford Hoare in a
hospital in Canadawas presented for our prayers as
were the names of Sisters Doris Jensen, Bernice
Ely, Virginia Phillips’ mother, little Beth Johnson,
Mildred Wheaton and Gayle Brantner.

Attheclose oftheseasonof many prayers, Bro.
Glenn Gill arose with the burden of a message from
God on his heart. He voiced the call of Bro. Merlin
Eddyto bean Elder, toserve God, tolay hands upon
the sick and take the Message to those hungering.
Four witnesses attested to the call.

Little Oliver Housknecht favored the congrega-
tionwith asolo atthe Tuesday evening song service
and the sweet voices of the junior choir sang, “The
King OfLove My Shepherdis.” Those voices belong
to Oliver Housknecht, Heidi Temple, Hollie Smith,
Melody Christian, Jennifer and Meghan Welich, An-
gela Reddis and Sarah Case.

The preacher of the evening was Bro. Marvin
Ely. He was introduced by Bro. James Yates, Sr,
after the musical offering, "In Heavenly Love Abid-
ing,” sung by sisters Neva Housknecht, Chris Moser
and Debbie Biringer. Bro. Yates asked for prayers
for Bro. Ely as the flu bug had gotten to him and he
was not well. The flu did not deter the message.

Bro. Ely began with isaiah 28:16, . . . I lay in
Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a pre-
cious corner stone, a sure foundation;” and | Peter
2:6-8, to the disobedient the same is “a stone of
stumbling, and a rock of offence. . .”” Ether 1:30-35,
God does not change regardiess of man’s innova-
tions and whoso shall possess this land of promise
shall serve God or be swept off.

Forthelastprayerserviceforthis congregation,
allofthe morning was used because the Elders were
insession atthe East Local untilnoon. Brethren Ken
Oar and James Yates, Jr., were in charge. David's
praise to God for His goodness, Psalm 145, was
read. . . The Lord is nigh unto all them that call
uponhim...intruth.” Qur petitions on bended knee
notonly pled forourown butincludedsome friends
and neighbors of members.

Sister Doris Sheldon counted an experience
withsome RLDS peopleareal blessing. They disco-
vered a mutual acquaintance and this always draws
strangers closer together. A good experience with
guests from Phoenix was spoken of by Bro. Robert
McCubbin and he hoped to visit them in their
homes.

Their protection while sleeping through a tor-
nado experienced by the Alvin Harris family was
compared by Sister Joyce to the protection they
received during 15 years of isolation. Sister Irene
Maley experienced fellowship with others while in
isolation in Cedar Falls, lowa. There were trying
times but also many blessings.
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Sister Linda Gould spoke of the difficulty in get-
ting six small children ready for church and driving
for three hours to get to services. One'’s frame of
mind suffers under these conditions but on one
such occasion she heard angels singing and knew
that it was worth while. Linda’s sister-in-law, Sister
Eva Lyn Eddy, testified of a blessed recovery from
iliness and of her husband’s assurance that it would
be so, for which she expressed thanks.

“Is Thy Cruse Of Comfort Failing?” introduced
the information from Sister Wanda Jo Eddy that Sis-
ter Oreta Yates was seriously ill on dialysis in a
Springfield, Mo., hospital. Bro. Ken Qar led in a
season of prayer on behalf of this sister.

Sister Debbie Biringer testified of receiving a
blessing of healing from another’'s administration.
Sister Crystal Gill told of the ease in being able to
stop listening torock ' nroll music when she decided
it was not acceptable to God.

Having had rheumatic fever a second time at
age 12, Bro. Robert Ely was told that he would never
be able to ride a bicycle or go to school. Thanks be
to God, in two years he set three track records and
played ball. Sister Judy Sprague testified of a heal-
ing after she was told she could not bear children
when left with a heart murmur after rheumatic fever;
also how the family was blessed from working
among refugees, of temporal setbacks and the
blessings that ensued.

Sister Janice Welch’s husband was in the ser-
vice of his country and she was devestated at going
to Germany. Janice always asked the blessings and
gave thanks over the meals as Gary's interest in
church was toleration, but in her state of mind she
couldn’t ask a blessing and Gary did it. She ex-
pressed thankfulness for his conversion.

At one time Sister Marjorie Frank felt com-
pietely out of control of her life but gained courage
from the Scriptures and saw God help her put her
life back in order. Sister Helen Taubert was thankful

.

that her parents took their children to church and
kept them in the service and asked for prayers for
her husband because he is not happy in their move
to Independence.

Several of the Phoenix members told of trials in
getting air passage to come to the conference.
Through faith everything fell into place and no one
was left behind. Others testified of physical bless-
ings and gave praise and thanks to God and the
service closed with “God Is Love.”

A special offering was made at the song service
by the Steve McGhee family who sang “Are You
Washed In The Blood Of The Lamb?” Wish you
could have heard the three young McGhees, Steve,
Terry and Kevin, harmonize with their parents.

Bro. Johnny Mathis from the Collins Local sang
the special musical offering, “It Takes Faith To
Climb Each Mountain,” to guitar accompaniment
before Bro. Samuel Gould introduced Bro. W. A.
Sheldon as the evening preacher. Mormon 4:93,
“Doubt not, but be believing . . .”. God has the same
problems of people forgetting Him that He had 156
yearsago. Thereisaconstanttrendtowarddivision.
We should be “Endeavoring to keep the unity of the
Spiritin the bond of peace,” Eph. 4:1-4, 11-14, “For
the perfecting ofthe saints,” in charity and doctrine.
Jacob 3:9-14, . . . despise not the revelations of
God.” We can not survive as a church without the
revelations. The fulness ofthe Gospelisinthe Book
of Mormon, he said, which came by revelation and
the Church of Christ cannot be divorced from it.

The weather held good throughout the confer-
ence. There was a bit of rain on Monday. Tuesday
was unseasonably warm and humid followed by a
couple of frigid days but there was no snow as has
been seen at past conferences.

May we, who call ourselves God’s children, be
worthy of His guidance and blessings.

Your Conference Reporter,
Lois Harris

A Greaf And A Marvellous Work

by Apostle William Sheldon

PART EIGHTEEN (CONCLUSION)

One final item is necessary to be touched upon
in order to pick up a “loose end” previously alluded
to: This is in regard to another “seer” of the future
whose work will be in translation of the sealed
record which Moroni recorded from the Jaredite
plates. This portion of the plates delivered to Joseph
Smith had been literally sealed in a manner which
prohibited him to translate, and the whole of the

plates which came into his hands were given up to
an angel upon his translation of those plates he was
permitted to accomplish. In what manner the seal
was effected we are nmotinformed, but this author
oncereadofithaving beendone by some process of
fusing the edges of the plates, supposedly by the
Lord.

it is interesting to note that this sealed portion
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of the Book of Mormon plates was had among the
Nephites after Christ had come to this American
continent, and the contents made known unto them,
which was a record of the great and marvelious
things of God which had been revealed to the
Brother of Jared as he spoke to face with Christ
about 2000 years or more before His birth.

This Brother of Jared had been commanded to
seal up his record, together with two stones, or
interpreters: “And after Christ truly had shewed
himself unto His people, He commanded that they
(the record) should be made manifest” (Ether 1:96)

This seems to be alluded to in the words of
Christ:

“Verily | say unto you, There are none of them
(Jews, W.A.8) that have seen so great things as ye
have seen; neither have they heard so great things
as ye have heard.” il Nephi 9:35.

Now these things from the plates of Jared had
been delivered into the hands of Moroni some 400
years after Christ, having been handed down from
generation to generation. The Jaredite plates had
come into the hands of Mosiah from those of the
hands of Mosiah from those of the peopie of Limhi
who had found 24 gold plates in a land formerly
inhabited by the Jaredites (see Mosiah 5:60-64).
Moroni incorporated the great revelation from God
to the Brother of Jared upon his own plates. Ether
1:98-99:

Behold, | have written upon these plates the
very things which the Brother of Jared saw; and
there never was greater things made manifest,
than that which was made manifest unto the
Brother of Jared; wherefore, the Lord hath
commanded me to write them; and | have writ-
ten them. And he commanded me that | shouid
sealthem up; and he also hath commanded that
| should seal up the interpretation thereof,
wherefore | have sealed up the interpreters,
according 1o the commandment of the Lord.

This is the sealed record which came into
Joseph Smith’s hands, which he was not permitted
to interpret.

“For the Lord said unto me, They shall not go
forth unto the Gentiles until the day that they shall
repent of their iniguity, and become clean before the
Lord;

“And in that day they shall exercise faith in me,
saith the Lord, even as the Brother of Jared did, that
they may become sanctified in me, then will | mani-
fest unto them the things which the brother of Jared
saw, even to the unfoiding unto them all my revela-
tions, saith Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Father
ofthe heavens and of the earth, and all things thatin

them are.” ibid. vs. 100, 101.

Notice that this great revelation from God,
which encompassed the whole history of man, and
“all that would be” (verse 90), would “not go forth
unto the Gentiles until they should repent and
become clean,” and then would exercise faith in
Christ, “even as the brother Jared.” The Lord could
withhold nothing from that “brother” because of his
exceeding faith; and so shall it be in the last days.
Please read | Nephi 7:48-64.

After the Lord has purged those of the gentiles
and of israel by a great trial of their faith, and they,
having made their garments clean through the
blood ofthe Lamb, shall see Him in the flesh; He will
dwell amongstthem; and He shall deliver unto those
gentiles thatsealed portion of the plates upon which
Moroni wrote.

We presume He (Christ) will appointone among
the gentilesto receive theintrepreters, and who will
be given the commandment and power to translate
this sealed record which is then to be loosed. This
record is to go forth unto the Gentiles {verse 100),
andtherefore the future seer will be a gentile, andis
not, as some suppose, a descendant of Joseph, the
son of Lehi. This Nephite/Lamanite, will perform a
great work in convincing his brethren of the truth-
fulness of the Book of Mormon and to bring them
intothe kingdom of God, but he will notbe a*‘choice
seer.”

By this, | close my treatise, having no illusions
that all relative prophecies have been covered. If
there has been error, God knows it has been of the
human mind and not of the heart. May it in some
small degree fulfill our purpose, which is that: *. ..
The Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.” Isaiah
2:11.

We have not attempted to treat upon the glor-
ious rule of the saints under Christ for 1000 years,
nor of the little season of Satan’s release to deceive
the nations, nor etc. Qur main purpose has been
accomplished, however weakly, in a portrayal of
events subsequent to the coming forth of the Book
of Mormon and establishment of the Church of
Christdown until the establishment of Zion with the
gathering of the whole house of Israel. To God be
the glory.
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Minneapolis Letter

True Minnesotans celebrate winter with enthu-
siasm, build an ice palace, hold horse and sleigh,
and other eventsin the Twin Cities. Our own attitude
is one of thankfulness that, with our Lord’s bless-
ings, we have survived another Minnesota winter!
The seven from our Local who went to Independ-
ence, Missouri, for the Annual Church of Christcon-
ference found fruit trees, Dogwood and Redbud
trees, lilacs, tulips and other bulb plants unfurling
their wonderful spring sweetness and color. My
walks to attend the 8 a.m. prayer meetings at the
“Center Place” were pleasant, invigorating, and
rewarding. Due to my fifty-two years residency
there, to write ofthe one spot on earth which holds
much meaning for me, restraint is required. In visit-
ing that followed the Sacrament Service of April 6,
some expressedthat “thevery firstthing” when their
Zion’s Advocate arrives, they read the News from
the local churches. Their feeling is that they have
received a handful of letters addressed to them per-
sonally. Itis mid-Apriland the typewriter has thawed
out a bit. In this letter we will backtrack to the Min-
neapolis scene.

Early March 2, a baptism took place at a Min-
neapolis church’s baptismal font available, where
Patricia Holdier was led into the waters by Elder Ben
Case. The confirmation took place before Sacra-
ment Service, at the Minneapolis Church of Christ,
under the hands of Elders Thomas S. Maley and
John M. Case. The beautiful ceremony of welcome
to the new member of the body of Christ was
extended to “Patsy” as the familiar and meaningful
“Blest Be The Tie That Binds” was sung. No visible
flame encircled the confirmation; nevertheless, a
spark had alighted in the heart of Victoria Gould
eliciting warm testimony of her need, desire, and
readiness for repentance and baptism. The assem-
blage was touched by Victoria's testimony. We look
forward to her joyful day, knowing blessings wilil
accrue to Enoch, yearling son, Seth, as well as to
Victoria.

Brother and Sister John Gill and children had
returned on March 1, from theirtrip to Honduras and
Yucatan, well, tan, and full of information about
their findings.

The clouds were pushed up a bit higher that day
by the sighs of relief for their safe return and by
prayers of “thanks to God” which ascended to

heaven. Their meeting with Apostie Don Mcindoo
and some of the Yucatan people, they reported, as
the highlight of their journey.

Friend and operasinger, Dave Majoros, sang his
testimony atthis March Sacrament Service. Dare we
hope that someday we will have available to us in
print, the songs he sings? At the Sunday School
hour there was observed a small girf’s earnestness
in full-souled response to voice and piano accom-
paniment. Evenouryoungestrecognize Dave’'s gen-
erous sharing of his talent that compels us to sing
ourvery best! Our prayers gowith Dave and we look
forwardtothetimes when he will meet with us again.

A young, first-time visitor, Jenny Kosse, friend
of lrene and Forest maley, who witnessed this
remarkable day may have feltdisappointed when we
told herthat our meetings are notalways Holy spirit
filled as was this one. The morning had been long,
but there was still a dinner together in the dining
room. There, unusual quietude reigned. We had
received other food from our Father's hand. Believe
it, for it is true!

I must tell you, too, that Brother Ben, in testi-
mony, announced the April 12 wedding date in
Independence, Missouri, at the East Local Church
of Christ, of Patricia Holdier and himself. The lovely
wedding took place as scheduled. The details you
will find in other reporting. We wish the newlyweds,
Patsy and Ben Case, all the happiness God has for
them in His wonderful store.

Slate of officers elected at the March Business
meeting: Pastor, Elder Thomas S. Maley; Assistant
Pastor: Elder Forest E. Maley; Treasurer: Sister Ruth
Maley; Co-Signer: Brother Enoch Gould; Secretary:
Elder ForestE. Maley; Reunion Coordinator: Brother
Merlin Eddy; Reunion Food Coordinator: Sister
Ruth Maley; Fifth Sunday Food Coordinator: Brother
Enoch Gould; Editor of "Minneapolis Reporter™:
Elder Thomas S. Maley; Back-up Editor: Sister lrene
Maley; Correspondent to Advocate: Sister lrene
Maley.

The Fair Booth endeavoris again on our agenda,
with Fair space reserved. Please remember the Tri-
State HReunion dates of August 29, 30, and 31, at
Whitewater State Park, and plan to come . . . And
remember our efforts for Christ prayerfully. Wearea
small group.

lrene Maley, Correspondent

BONES

The body of every organization is structured from
four kinds of bones. There are “wishbones” who wish
someone else would do allthe work. “Jawbones” do all
the talking, but little else. There are “knucklebones”

who knock everything everyonetries to do. Fortunate-

ly, in every organization there are also “backbones”

who get under the load and do most of the work.
Which are you? Author Unknown
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Missouri Reunion Notice

In consideration of our out of state guests, the
1986 Missouri Reunion plans have been changed to
the weekend prior to the August Ministers’ Confer-
ence. A cancellation has allowed us to obtain the
same facilities as in previous years at the campus of
Central Missouri State University in Warrensburg.
Details and cost information for room rentals are
being mailed to local pastors.

Date: August 15, 16 & 17
Time: Meetings will begin at 9:00 a.m. each day.

Forhousinginformation and otherinformation
contact:

Isaac Brockman, Sr.

1208 Baker Dr.
Independence, Mo. 64050
816-254-8190

Smith Brickhouse
5713 Logan Road
Kansas City, Mo. 64136
816-356-9214

Roland Sarratt

15910 E. 36th Terr.
Independence, Mo. 64055
816-373-6605

We are sorry for any inconvenience these changes
of plans may have caused.

Michigan State Reunion

The Michigan State Reunion will be held June
14and 15,1986, at the Bradley Local, Bradley, Mich-
igan. As usual, meals will be pot luck.

Anyone needing housing, information oncamp-
ing facilities, orany other information regarding the
reunion may contact:

Elder Laverne Lussenden
204 Oak

Hopkins, Michigan 49328
Phone: 616/793-7245

FPlease make a note of the dates and plan on
attending if at all possible. We would ask that you
approach this reunion in solemn prayer that we can
allcome to a unity of faith and have that abiding love
for another that we have always had in the past.

Michigan Reunion Committee—

Norman Trudgen e Jeff Butts  Jay Lee

Colorado Reunion Notice

Welcome once more to beautiful Western Colo-
rado. Come and worship with us on June 13, 14 and
15,1986, at the Orchard Mesa Local, 3233 B Road,
Grand Junction, Colorado.

If you make it a vacation trip with your camper,
we’ll find a place to park with one of our local fami-
lies. If you need accommodations in our homes, we
will be happy to have you.

Please letus know you’re coming by contacting
one of the committee:

Bob Ely

3201 B2 Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503

Phone: 303-434-8090

Marvin Ely
236 - 32 Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503
Phone: 303-434-8149

Ron Church
322 - 27% Road, Grand Junction, CO 81503
Phone: 303-241-5372

We look forward to having your voices raised
with ours in worship to our Heavenly Father.

Arizona Camp For All Ages

The 1986 Arizona Camp For All Ages will be held
July 4, 5 and 6 at the Walnut Ranch near Heber,
Arizona. Come enjoy the beautiful surroundings of
God’s nature and spiritual uplifting with your broth-
ers and sistersin Christ. Those planningto attend or
needing further information, contact;:

Jim Yates, Jr. Or
2317 E. Beverly Lane
Phoenix, Arizona 85022
602-971-9674

Joel Yates

18819 N. 29th Place
Phoenix, Arizona 85024
602-992-3613

The Tri-State Reunion

The Youth Camp at Whitewater State Park,
Altura, Minnesota, is being reserved for the Tri-
Statereunion, August 29-September 1, 1986. (Labor
Day Weekend). ‘

Located about ten miles north of St. Charles,
Minnesota, the site and facilities are ideal for a spir-
itual tryst of the faithful. Come and enjoy them with
us.

Address your iniquiries to Merlin Eddy, 12115
Rich Valley Blvd., Rosemount, Minnesota 55068.

The Minneapolis, Minnesota
Church of Christ
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OBITUARY

CHARLES ERNEST KEENEY

Charles Ernest Keeney, son of Bluford and Eliza
Jane Watson Keeney, was born February 20, 1894, at
Prescott. He died march 7, 18986, at the Texas County
Memorial Hospital, following a long illness.

He was the last of a family of 16 children.

Brother Keeney entered the service of the U.S.
ArmyJuly 25,1917, and was trained at Camp Frenston,
Kansas. He served 10 months asrank of corporal. After
deing discharged, he continued his occupation as a
farmer.

He was united in marriage to Anna Mae Cox, Sep-
tember 10, 1920. They have four children.

Surviving are his wife, Anna; one son, Dr. ireatess
C. Keeney of Houston; three daughters, Alzada Massey
of Weatherford, Oklahoma, Florence Marie Kommer of
Springfield and Mary Jane Medders of Houston; 10
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.

He was a member of the Church of Christ (T.L.).

He was preceded in death by his parents, six
brothers and nine sisters.

Services were Monday, March 10, at the Evans
Funeral Home Chapel with Elders Tony Grzincic and
John Jones officiating. Burial was in the Pinelawn
Cemetery.

A TRIBUTE TO ERN KEENEY

How does one eulogize a personwhose lifespeaks
so eloguently for itself? Mere words do not suffice
because we are dealing with the realm of feelings and
emotions.

| have been priviledged to know two fathers, my
naturaloneand Ern Keeney whom i neverthoughtofas
an “in-law.” Farmer, woodsman, hunter, soldier, be-
loved husband, father, relative, friend, Ernstood across
aspanoftimereaching fromthe horseand buggy days
to the space age, and he was equally at home in both
worlds. He could, indeed, walk with kings without los-
ingthecommontouch. Everybody liked to be with Ern.
He wassomuch fun, and there was never ashortage of
good conversation. One of the last of the genuine
QOzarkians, the world needs more like him. He was with
us forjustawhile —tooshortawhile. The day isalways
too short for his kind. Too often, success is thought to
be a matter of fame and fortune. Not so. As the poet
expressed it, “to laugh often and love much, to leave
the world a better place, to know that one life has
breathed easier because you have lived — that is to
have succeeded.”

Through field and wood | walk withgun and dog, or
alongtheriverwithrod andreel. I callto him. Hisvoice
is muted. Yet, methinks | hear him answering still. His
influence will endure through descendants and allwho
knew him well. He lives!

Harold Massey

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your "TADVOCATE" by sending us your new
address immediately. Mail to:
ZION'S ADVOCATE
(USPS 6993-0000)
P.O. Box 472
Independence, MO 64051-0472
Each undeliverable "Advocate” is now costing the church 25¢.
We would rather spend this on delivering your paper than its return
to us.

ZION'S ADVOCATE
(USPS 6993-0000)
P.O. Box 472
independence, MO 64051-0472

Second Class Postage Paid
Independence, MO 64051

Harnes
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AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS
The following materials are available on loan to members of the
Church of Christ from the Audio, Video, Visual-Aid and Archeology
Committee. Send all requests (except for sermons) to Elder Gary
Housknecht, 2901 S. Norwood, Independence, MO 64052,
Slide Programs with Taped Narration

Specify program(s) wanted, anticipated dates of use, and the
make of your projector. Slide projectors and tape players are not
provided except in the Independence area.

Allow adequate advance time for handling and shipping, and
for your own preview of the programs. For more information on
these slide/tape programs, see the March 1984 issue of the Zion's
Advocate, page 47.

“Mexico, Land of Contrast” {39 minutes) — lHustrates how
modern archeological finds in North and Central America lend
credence to the Book of Mormon and the story it tells of the conti-
nent's former inhabitants.

“Out of the Dust” (45 minutes) — Tells the story found within the
Book of Mormon. Aiso available is a 35 minute version directed
toward Indian viewers and entitied “A Lamp Unto My Feet.”

“Light at Evening” (27 minutes) — Story of the bringing forth of
the Book of Mormon and the restoration of the Church of Christ in
the 1820's and 1830.

“The Return” (12 minutes} — Reveals the significance of the
return to the “land of Zion” in 1867 by the members of the Church of
Christ especially as holders of Title to the dedicated Temple Lol

Holy Scriptures on Cassette Tapes
Complete sets narrating the King James Version of the Bible New
Testament and the entire Book of Mormon.
Sermons on Cassette Tape
Write to Joel Yates, AVVAA Committee, 18819 N. 29th Place,
Phoenix, Arizona 85024,
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