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The sun is softly bright today, 
The hazy prairies stretch away 
Unbroken by the forest shade, 
Upturned in spots with plow and spade. 
The clouds above us seem at play, 

They float along, or pause in air 
To look upon the scene below; 

Perchance like us they find it fair. 

The soft winds murmur as they blow, 
They stir the leaves, and, loth to go 
They wander through the meadow grass. 
We hear them singing as they pass. 
We only feel, we do not know, 

We feel a soul in everything, 
A sentient life that shapes the tree 

And bids the flowers in color sing. 

Our little time and lot are here, 
Our binding horizon is near; 
Yet far the universe 
Its broad wings o'er our human heads. 
And all the day is with 

Because one fills us 
And man, and plant, and star have felt 

God's benediction on them fall. 
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EDITORIAL . .. 

LEARNING THE EVERYDAY LESSONS OF LIFE 

Because of our human we need the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit in helping us to make 

decisions. Our natural abilities usually are not sufficient 

to outmaneuver the evil one; we are too susceptible to 

his devious ways. 
If we seek God's help we will find that He has ways 

and means to strengthen us against the temptations and 

wiles of the devil. By looking close at our own personal 

we can see that everyday events bring about many 

trials and tests that will prepare us against the 

<rn•<>t.~r problems of life. 

We should not hide the fact that we are all 

the road to the much 
trial and destruction. The 
unmistakably to our day which almost 

with fear and dread. The nearly 

\Vhat we 

God is well aware of our situation and 

our 

our way of escape. But our escape is npn,,,nr,,,,,,. 

upon our He will prepare us now for that 

time of trials and tribulation, we must be 

llsternine: and responding to His Spirit. 

God's ways of us are not noticeable 

by us or the evil one, for the Lord has all things under 

perfect control. He is knowledgeable in the ways of the 

natural man as well as the \vays of the devil. So it goes 

without saying that God can train us up in ways 

appropriate to the times and problems that we will 

meet if we will listen to His promptings. He will teach 

us those things that will give us knowledge and 

but most importantly, He will strengthen us in a will 

and desire to do that which we have learned is right 

through His 
We have two main to overcome: one is the 

power of the devil: the other is our own 

human ways and wills the weaknesses of the . It 

is very difficult for us to distinguish between the two for 

the devil continually uses our weaknesses to enter in and 

weaknesses, he 
When he succeeds he will 
to the of 
do 

The devil is 
at first for his 

in to one of our human 
take control. 

fault 
our courage 

It may not appear 
But he can 

lead us to the same destined to go 

himself. 
While the Lord will us to from our own 

mistakes or let us endure trials for a time we 
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learn 
mistakes 

or cause to turn 
Our reactions. therefore. a 

success. \Ve determine our own direction 
to the trial or situation. 

God 

go on our o,vn. \\·e 
because the devil can 

the 

A fact of should be known among 
all: when a time of comes and the 

stares in the that is not the time to prepare for 
it. The time to prepare is 

If haYe been of the 
all the way, we will be prepared when it 

will be in ways that we never 
the actual event takes This is the 

God's knowledge is infinite and far 
all other the devil, 

that the devil's 
and 

are to draw you and I into the mainstream of 
death if we will allo'.v him to de so. He is working to 
breakdown every characteristic of truth and 
that we have. He in making us 

sins and which 
open the way for larger ones. 

It would do well to take a close look at our 
sins and to see if we can detect the VIJ'-'""""~ 
which greater sins can enter and expand our latitudes. 
It is discouraging to look at our own faults, but if we 

at the other side of the can see that 
of the Lord is to overcome those 

and use them as a foundation of 
The same weakness or fault that allows evil 

can be changed to a if that 
weakness is overcome and 

of the of God. 
There one we must know for sure: 

middle of the road or of 
be safe and comfortable. We are 

continuous battle and it will be so to the end. 
Let us also be aware of where the battle is 

It is not at church. home or some one or 
that ,ve are in. or certain times our 

- within 

subdued a power. 

indicated 
consequence can 
much larger mistake 
consequence. Of course, ,ve can nse our 

in the matter and say that we 
the same means as of the world learn 

But if we consider such 
directed of God, we will soon H.is hand 

in many such and He will manifest Himself 
in them. He is ever to prove Himself to those 
who believe in Hirn and seek His as God 

to prove Himself to us, so should 
to prove ourselves to Him. This often a process 
that us right down to the bare facts about 
ourselves. 

can teach us certain can 
reveal certain things about ourselves that 

would help us correct ourselves. \Ve need to 
how well our minds are trained in the 
Lord and how true our basie desires of 

It appears that we are given an to know 
this from time to time. On occasion we are left to face a 
trial or make a decision on our own. We may cry the 
Lord to help us, but in His infinite wisdom it seems that 
He withholds His Spirit for a time using the situation as 
a test. If we have done our homework beforehand an<l 
if we have been the 

have 
obtained a sufficient 
His continuous teachings as 
development of willpower by which we remain 
faithful. We will have proven ourselves to God as 
he has proven Himself to us. 

if we fail the test all is not lost. It is not too 
late to seek God. \Ve must let Him know that we are 

listen and 
It may take time but He will prove Himself 

with us if we are patient with Him. 
God knows how or 

deadline. He 
It all 

therefore seek the Lord 
for the next test. 

RLS 
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UNSEALED 
by Vida Filley 

Part 2 

'·And I looked and behold, a horse: and his name 
that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with 
him. And power was given unto them over the fourth 
part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, 
and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 
(Rev. 6:8). 

This rider is the only one to be given a name, and it 
is Death. It is interesting to note that in this ease power 
is unto "them", for "Death" is an 
name for each one of the riders who preeeeded him. 
This rider incorporates all the evils of the first three 
horsemen. Hell follows with him as it does the 
Antichrist's mission. death is the result of 
Godlessness. He kills with a sword as does the rider of 
the red horse. He kills with hunger, both 
temporal and spiritual, as does the rider of the black 
horse. 

He kills with some unspecified "death." The color of 
his horse can give us a clue. 

I understand that the original word for pale means a 
pale yellow. Yellow is a term used for certain character 
traits such as jealousy, melancholy, dishonor, and 
cowardice. It is also applied to various diseases of 
plants, trees and humans. A 

Added to dPath, ,var. 
adds plagues and pestilences and kills with beasts of the 
earth. 

It is possible that food might become so scarce that 
animals would attack people, but I'm more inclined to 
believe that this symbolizes martyrdom as suffered by 

Christians, when they were "thrown to the lions." 
It can also represent death of Christians by any unusual 
and merciless means. 

Since the Communist Revolution in 1917, Christians 
in the Soviet Union, and in lands dominated by them. 
have suffered monstrous and inhuman tortures and 
death. There is considerable evidence that this infection 
is surreptitiously creeping into this land, where of all 

on earth it ought never to be. 
The Pale horse also represents fear. Christ said that in 

the last days men's hearts would fail for fear, for 
looking after the which are upon the 
earth. 21 :26). 

"And these are the words the Lord 
Israel and 
Lord: 
not of peace. 

of fear and 

"Ask ye now whether a man doth travail with child? 
wherefore do I see every man with his hands on his 

as a woman in and all faces are turned 
into paleness? 

"!\las for that dav is great, so that none is like it: it is 

even the time of trouble: but he shall be saved 
out of it." 7). 

"For the Lord hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed 
him from the hand of him that is dr,nn<"YPr than he." 
(Jer. 31: 11). 

"For the terrible one is brought to naught, and the 
scorner is consumed, and all that watch for are 
cut off: 

"That make a man an offender for a and a 
snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside 
the just for a thing of naught. 

"Therefore thus saith the Lord, who redeemed 
Abraham, the house of Jacob, Jacob shall 
not now be neither shall his face now wax 
pale." (Isa. 29:20, 21, 22). 

"And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under 
the alter the souls of them that were slain for the word 
of God, and for the testimony which they held. 

"And they cried with a loud voice, saying, how long, 
0 Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge 
our blood on them that dwell on the earth? 

"And white robes were given unto every one of 
them: and it was said unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a littlP season, until their fellow servants also 
their that should be killed as were, 
should be fulfilled." (Rev. 6:9, 10, 11). 
We are not to suppose, as some do, that these martyred 
Christians still cry from the alters where they were 
slain. This too, is symbolic; the alters representing their 
testimony for the Lord's words. Their sufferings and 
death are held in remembrance for the final 
They are at rest, clothed in white 
awaiting the resurrection. 

When Cain killed Abel, God said to him, "What hast 
thou done? The voiee of thy brother's blood crieth unto 
me from the ground." (Gen. All 

unfair business ouC for 
redress. "The hire of the laborers who have 
down your which is of you back 
criPth and the cries of them that are entered into 
the cars of the Lord of the Sabaoth." (J as. 

"And God shall every into 
with every secret whether it be or whether 
it be evil." Eccl. 12: 14. 

hmv a merciful and 
His own to be killed 

God 
God 

or He would cease to 

Bruce Dunn, Pastor of a ehureh in 
Ill. said in a recent radio "Far too 

many ministers God as some kind of giant 
marshmallow in the sky, and say of His 
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nations, and 
beat their swords into 

hooks: nation shall not 
nation, neither shall 

Lord shall 

shoulder: and his name 
The 

The Prince of Peace. 
"Of the increase of his 

shall be no upon the throne of and upon 
to order and to establish it with 

and with from henceforth even forever. The 
of the Lord of Hosts will this. " 

Even the animals will be at peace 
and with the inhabitants of the land. 

The black horse and his rider shall 
be 
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shall be raised 
(l Cor. 15:51. ,52). 
"And God shall away all tears 

eyes: and there shall be no more death. neither 

nor crying. neither shall there be any more 

former arc passed away." . 21 

Satan will be bound and shut up in the bottomless 

where he will be "sealed" for the 1.000 years the 

millenium. 20:2, 3) 
"And they that know name will their trust in 

thee: for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek 

thee." (Ps. 9:10) 
"For thus saith the Lord unto the house of seek 

me, and ye shall live. 
"Seek good and not evil, that ye shall live: and the 

Lord the God of Hosts shall be with you, as ye have 

." (Amos 14). 
"Seek the Lord while he may be call upon him 

while he is near. 
"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 

man his and let him return unto 

and he will have mercy upon · and to our 

he will abundantly pardon." 55:6, 7). 

AVA NEWS 
It has been quite a winter for us in Missouri. 

December's deep freeze was not welcomed but endured 

for we have faith in the changing of the seasons. The 

Ozarks will blossom and from forest floor and grassy 

hillsides will come the evidences of God's creative and 

redemptive power. 
December brought into our group our loved Brother 

and Sister Louise Grzincic. So our hearts were 

and fortified . Our group 

no special program since we lack the smaller folks 

the exercises they on up 

sang a number of old familiar Christmas We 

our dinner and 
and Vince Lapona with the boys, 

Matthew were visitors from Nevada, MO. 

Brother John Case and were 

January. To hear our young men bear 

truths of the gospel is a good we 

often. It lifts the burden from the 

Jeremy and 

with us in 
to the 

Brother Loren 

carries into his and messages the 

steadfast faith he has in his Lord and the 

message. It is such humble his 

that makes the visits of these elders worthwhile. Brother 

Loren was a bit with his admission as not 

a in the church." Brother Arthur 

out the need for to hold up the "rod of 

iron" to the saints, thus filling a purpose not without 

Our winter and not 

\Ve ban: had the company of Sister 

faithful attendance has been a blessing to Sister Darleen 

this "Winter. \Ve will miss her for a few months and 

she will return fall. Other 

been Sister Lovita 
and a friend from school. 

to be faithful to the cause 
with ns and for us that 

in 

the of God. 

Aca 

OBITUARY 
T. W. Paschall 

Elder T. W. 
away at the in 

, at the age of 72 years on March 
He was born Feb. HH2 to the 

Ella Paschall, in 

Ne!! 
Union , one 
Paris, Tenn., and 
Dexter, KY; two Hester 

Burnett, both of TN; two brothers. Crav,ford 

Lee Paschall of Cleveland, OH, and Van Paschall of 

Royal Oak, MI; seven step and several 

were his first 
sisters. 

Heman Paschall. 

* * * 

A MEMORIAL 

his care. 
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there 
with a mildness 

for others which 

their needs as he \Vas 

The world will little note. nor 
of T. W. Paschall. but those of him 

, and to a lesser extent. of friends and 
of those of who 

were his brethren in Christ these will cherish his 
memory, and confess that our lives have been enriched 

the touch life 
way. 

ALCOHOL USE AMONG TEENS-A MODERN DILEMMA 
a that is so 

that 
almost universal. 

the senior year in school it is 
In health terms, the 

that as alcohol should know 
effects and the risks 

the in 
is classed pharmacologically as a 

has the power to about the 
and to induce sedation. 

and m1conscio11sness. Ethanol also has the 
for producing toxic effects on the mind and 

that are or even fatal to the drinker. 
The immediate effects of alcohol consumption are 

known. By virtue of akohol"s depressant and 
sedative effects the is impaired, 

may occur, and reaction time is reduced in 
and tasks such as an 

automobile. 
Other effects known. 

influence of alcohol, 
hostile. 
become 

Some of these behaviors seem 
is a depressant and a some persons 

appear to be stimulated alcohol. In fact, many 
, that alcohol is a stimulant. 

apparent stimulant effect is the result of 
effect upon one's inhibitions. 

inhibitions social 
calm and controlled 

wavs. our controls. The 
outward appearance is that one has been stimulated. 
One useful illustration is that within the 

etc. The bashful person may be 
the anxious person may be more the 

person my be less afraid. , as 
one uses alcohol as a means of dulling various emotions 

there is the threat of the 
becoming a habit. In the habit may 

become an addiction. 
Ideally, young and adults alike would be 

aware of the nature of the ethyl alcohol. 
we would its powers. Roughly one out of ten 
"social drinkers'" eventually 
or becomes alcoholic. So the potential for addiction is 
substantial. 

Many more people than alcoholics get 
simply, drunk. On the physical side, weight, 
they drink, whether they have eaten, their 
history and body chemistry, and the kind 

used all influence the 

or 
how fast 

intoxication. On the psychological side, the drinking 
situation and the drinker's mood, attitudes, and what 
the individual wants or expects to happen, based on 

drinking all contribute to 
reactions. All in there is one sure 
a person drinks enough, fast enough to outrun the 

ability to bum alcohol, he becomes intoxicated. 
When he becomes intoxicated, he has less control of 
himself in every regard, physical and emotional. 

are faced with the of 

is as 
airliner. None of us 
skills 
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must enter while you are here 
The death the flesh takes us 
sends 
one 
state is 
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of his laws and commandments. 
Man shall not live 

every word that 
God." 

unto me, 

1984 

GO 

to 

after the death of the flesh. 
R. W. Church 
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JENNIE'S EXAMPLE 

IF JESUS CAM YOUR HOUSE 

compare. 

Or hide 
\Vould you turn off the radio and 
And wish hadn't uttered the 

Lois Blanchard 

Submitted by Jennifer Stevens 
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"WILL A MAN ROB GOD?" 
Elder 

"Even from the days of your fathers are gone away 
from mine and have them. Return 
unto me. and I will return unto you. saith the Lord of 
hosts. But ye said. \Vherein shall return? 

"\\'ill a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed But ye 

say. \Vherein haYe we robbed thee? In tithes and 

"Ye are cursed with a curse: 
even this whole nation." 

Like 
commandments not be taken 

. "He that hath my commandments. and 
them. he it is that loveth me: He that loveth me not 

not my and 'vvord 
not mine. but Father's which sent me." 

recorded. that 
of that which 

increase. Now. as you reason within 
what constitutes your increase or the "whole" from 
which a tenth would be consider Christ's words: 

and with ,vhat measure ye mete, it shall be 

measured to you again." (Matt. 7 
Another which we should consider is that when 

JlcCan n 

we offer our tithe to God that it is for to 
so in an manner. In Hebrews ll:·1 
find: faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain. which he obtained witness that 
he was God of his .. ·· So 

when we tenth 
,vork and we do not have the right to dictate what that 
tithe is to be used for. This is where we must exercise 
our faith in God that His servants would use wisdom 
the distribution of those funds for God's purposes in 
these last even as Abraham relied Melchisedec 
to use that which was to ~1elchisedec for the 
Lord's work in their 

There is one 
There 

we must understand about 
difference between and 

which we are commanded to 
miscellaneous funds other than 
will which is above and 
tithe. 

"Search me. 0 God. and know my heart: me. 
and know my and see if there be anv ,vicked 
way in me. and lead me in the wa\· 
(Psalms 139:23. 

THE LORD DOES WATCH 
OVER HIS CHILDREN 

As I look back the years I can see so many 
hand has been over 

and my keeping us from harm and the evils 
his the world. Our lives have been 

hand. 
husband and I and our young children could have 

our lives in a fire if God had not intervened. 
\Ve had an open in our unfinished with 

so the boards came up to the fire-
from so much heat. 

the winter we would 
real cold Yet I was 

would 

off into a 
awakened as I was 

to the room, and there I saw 
the floor in front of the I ran back 
and told by husband that the floor was on fire. He 

up and ran down the 
the I 

were 
the fire out; and the next built 

hearth and metal curtains for the firebox. But 
know that the Lord me out of bed and sent 

before I was even awake. 
check fire. and I 
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THE HUMAN SIDE 
OF MOTHER 

\\'hen Cod made mothers. 
He to be 

sisters. and brothers. 

God the mothers you go 
wash the dishes. and make each bed. 

Clean 
\Vhoa. 

To 

do too: 
sit down. there's more to 

too, 
warm when summers 

your head. 

If this time. you are not dead. 

In this 

rn 
To 

to go to bed. 

on in this state, 
to relate. 

your call. if to me you will pray: 

But my Commandments you must 

Lucinda Scott 

DO NOT DESPAIR 

Do black douds surround vou. 

sav there is a silver behind 

Li\e 

the Lord. 

Hun tcr 

BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE 

If have a gray- Mother 
In the old home far away, 
Sit down and write the letter 

off from to 

Reach heaven's 
But show her that you think of her 
Before it is too late. 

If you have a tender message 
Or a loving word to say, 
Don't wait till you forget it 
But it today. 

\Vho knows what bitter memories 
haunt you if you 

So make your loved one 
Before it is too late. 

The tender words unspoken, 
The letter never sent, 
The long messages, 
The wealth of love 

For these some hearts are 
For these some loved ones wait, 
Shov,; them that you care for them 

Before it is too late. 

WHAT WE ARE IS 
WHAT COUNTS 

is. 
the person the Lord wants 

In the He chooses for you, 
the work He asks of 
way that He wants it done. 
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LOOK FOR THE AMEN 
RAINB 

ARIZONA CAMP 
RA AG 
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MICHIGAN STATE REUNION 
The Michigan State Reunion will be held June 16 and 

17, 1984, at the Bradley Local, Bradley, Michigan. As 
will be potluck. 

facilities are available at Cottonwood Acres 
11~----,-''" KOA), near Bradley. number at the 

- 616/ 792-2725. 
needing housing or other information 

regarding the reunion may contact: 

Elder Laverne Lussenden 
204 Oak 

Hopkins, Michigan 49328 
Phone: 616/793-7245 

Please make a note of the dates and plan on attending 
and this the biggest and best Michigan State 
Reunion ever. We need you all, and you all need to 

the spiritual enrichment you receive from 
and renewing acquaintance with your 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Reunion Committee - Norman Trudgen 
Jeff Butts 
Jay Lee 

THE TRI-STATE REUNION 
FOR 1984 

The Minneapolis Minnesota Church of Christ has 
obtained the use of the Group Camp at Whitewater 
State Park, about ten miles north of St. Charles, 
Minnesota for the 1984 Tri- State Reunion. It is reached 

on State highway 7 4 which runs through the 
center of the park. 

The dates for the reunion will be August 31 through 
September 2. Entry into the camp for our use will be 
from 2:30 p.m. on August 31, and we expect to decamp 
on the morning of September 3. 

We find the camp ideal, with clean sleeping facilities, 
a new sanitary facility this year with hot and cold 

and, we think, very satisfactory facilities to 
meet together and be fed spiritually and physically. 
Ample space and facility for spare time recreation is 
everywhere at hand. 

Some warm blankets, clean, clothes and 
are all you need to bring. A nominal 

use must be procured at the park office for each 
car entering the camp. for day rates. 

We welcome the news if you plan to meet with us. 
card or letter may be addressed to Merlin Eddy, 

12115 - Rich Valley Blvd., Minnesota 
55068. 

We like to see (and hear) you there. 

The Minneapolis Minnesota, Church of Christ. 

MISSOURI REUNION 
Date: 

Place: 

Location: 

Lodging: 

Food: 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, 
1984. First meeting to begin at 9:00 a.m., 
August 10. 

Warrensburg, Missouri at East Hudson 
Conference Ctr. 

East Anderson St., east off Hwy. 13 in 
Warrensburg. 

Rooms are $14.00 for a 
$20. 00 for a double room per 
you enter, linens are furnished. 

Meals will be furnished, desserts 

room & 
Pay as 

donations will be accepted from those who 
dine with us. We would like to know approx
imately how many plan on attending so the 
menu can be prepared. Please notify Jeanette 
Cunningham, Rt. 5, Warrensburg, MO 64093. 

There is plenty of room for all, arrangements 
can be made for disabled if we know ahead 
of time. 

Let us all try to attend and worship and 
associate together to make this the best 
Missouri Reunion ever. 

COLORADO REUNION 
On June 8, 9, and 10, 1984, the Colorado Reunion 

will be held at the Church of Christ, 3233 B1/2 Road, 
Grand Junction, Colorado. We would like to invite all 
who can to meet with us on these three days. We 

a time of spiritual feasting and in 
the worship of Christ, our Saviour. 

Our are open to all we can accommodate. 
Please let one of our committee know your plans, so we 
can find for you and prepare for the meals. 

Call or write: Ronald W. Church 
P.O. Box 1456 
Fruita, CO 81521 
303-858-7305 

Marvin E. Ely 
236 - 32 Road 
Grand 
303-434-8149 

co 81503 

E. Bell 
572 - 34 Road 

co 81520 
303-434-7100 

Enid E. 



78 ZIO:\i"S ADVOCATE 

QUITE SUDDENLY 

In a moment. in the 

Where I 
That the 
And I'm called 

of an eye, shall be 

to meet Him, whom of all I hold 

Quite suddenly it may be as I tread a street, 

dear. 

endure life's stress and strain, its every call to meet, 
the roar of a 

Shall stir my startled senses. and 

- it may 
to many a 

That a call shall 
·'Rise up, my 

with no more tears to ,veep -
and a Voice ear: 

. behold the here." 

Author Unknotun 

WALKING WITH CARE 
And when faith thou dwellest in Me. 

and I in thee .. 14:20 

. l:J84 

The of my presence no withheld 
From thee. then are ye to walk with care! LIBERTY AND RELIGION 
Yea. with fear of the influence 

of this power; 
Yea. must be thy care lest in even a 

, thou misdirect the love and purpose 
of within you 

afraid 
\Vhich the rebellious ever 

need feel of Him -

Tendered with mercy and love for each 
Of His created . . . .. 
And thus come to true and full 
Of this our Friend 
And have with Him as He 
Hb 

Dr. Tr11mb11/I 

incakuable on the 
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LETTER EXCERPTS THE MAN AT THE 
rmstill at FORK OF THE WAY 

a time: I've proven his for 

the dav. or moment. but fall so often into the haggling 

worr,, ·about next week. next month. year. even though 

I krn;w there is no need and no way He can me 

grace for those demands so long in advance, Today 

need grace to meet 

I'm so glad the Lord doesn't require us to be great, 

to be which is all most of us will ever 

achiew anyv,ay The human ego does not find humility 

a desirable trait for one·s self even admirable in 

others, \Vho wants to be servant to others? Oh, there 

have been a few extra humble people who have given 

themselves in this manner, but rm afraid such moments 

are fow in my own life. I guess fm too big a 

coward to go where the need is greatest, Or docs the 

Lord fit the requirement to the individual, asking only 

little services of little people? Some of us could never be 

a Daniel or a Paul, a Hudson Taylor, Brother Andrew, 

David Livingstone or Amy CarmicheaL I love the 

Beatitude which says, "Blessed arc the poor in spirit, 

who come unto me, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven." (Inspired Version) If being poor in spirit 

means not being among the world's great, or bold, or 

talented, or courageous, but among the world's 

nobodies;still by coming to Christ we too can be of the 

kingdom, The requirement of the kingdom is to become 

pure of heart, not great. If we only have two mites 

,vorth of service and we give it, it counts for all. 

What a merciful Father we have, I am so glad that 

He is our judge. Not only for my own sake but that I 
don't have to try to judge any other. What a relief that 

all that is asked of us is to forgive, and that we can ask 

him to forgive others also. On the other hand if we 

don't forgive. how terrible to have to stand and be the 

accuser of those we should have loved enough that they 

could cause no umbrage in our of 

how or where failed in 

expectations of them, 

When I think of all the people the land 

where I am welcomed with open arms I feel 

be among the most blessed 
my heart could some ,\·ay return 

I 
haH: anv wav to return in 

Lord return to these 
over and over of his own 

-- and that be made aware of his 

them for being the instruments in his hands in 

to others such as I, 

Of all of the objects pathetic in life 
that have come to my view, I will say 

The ONE most supreme, as I see it, at 
Is the MAN AT THE FORK OF THE WAY, 

His course in years has been reasonably 

He has formed many friendships, you'll find; 
But now he has come to a place where it turns, 

And "for conscience" he must leave them behind. 

It may be in business, in church or in state, 

And his oft' traveled paths are well 
But then all at once there turns up a cause, 

Where INTEGRITY, in it's true sense, MUST be shown, 

To the folks who just casually notice this man, 

And his feelings, perhaps think that know, 

We'd advise, from experience, for them to refrain, 

Or in passing their judgment, GO SLOW. 

We have stood with this man at the fork of the way, 

Where beyond the path surely divides, 
We have felt with him keenly the sorrow ahead, 

Which his following either, decides, 

\:Ve assure you, kind friend, it is no idle task 

For one to whom old friends are most dear, 
After years of their friendship to then have to 

And to leave them and stand without fear. 

It may not be hard for those younger in years, 

To whom life has not yet become REAL. 

To switch, with a fancy, and follow like sheep 

After those who may lead, as men deal. 

But to those who have "Seen for themselves" many 

And the OLD PRINCIPLES know to be true, 

\Vho cannot be moved by vain glory of men, 

This worship of "idols" won't do. 

So the REAL MAN at the fork of the way must decide 

Between and comfort and ease, 

Or the path that is rough and thorny and 
With no but his Maker to 

And there comes too, the to 

And let all go as will: 

And it takes lots of faith and courage and grit 

To keep and go on up the hilL 

here·s to that man, . may God bless him \vith 

As he stands at the fork of the way, 

That such choice shall be 

Do with what thou hast or it vl:il! do thee no 

Wm Penn 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CO'.\/FERENCES 

,\1inisters· Conference 
Church of Christ 
. ,\farch 31. 1985. The business sessions 

at H:00 A.:\t. l. A Solemn 
be held to the conference. March 2!l and 30. H)8,'J. 

The 1984 Ministers' Conference 
of the Church of Christ 

Missouri. 
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and th<' stor\' it tells of the continent's former 
inhabitants. 

"Out of the Dust" {4,5 u11uw,~,,1 Tells th<' storv found within 
Also available a 3.5 minute version dimcted toward 

:\1y Feet." 

in the 

Ht'veals the significance the return 
the members of the Church of Chrbl 

dedicated Temple Lot. 
of 

su:,.;oA y SCHOOL Sl.JPPUES 


	S011000347_1412101709000
	S011000347_1412101709001
	S011000347_1412101709002
	S011000347_1412101709003
	S011000347_1412101709004
	S011000347_1412101710000
	S011000347_1412101710001
	S011000347_1412101710002
	S011000347_1412101710003
	S011000347_1412101710004
	S011000347_1412101710005
	S011000347_1412101710006
	S011000347_1412101710007
	S011000347_1412101710008
	S011000347_1412101710009
	S011000347_1412101711000

