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are shall seek bring forth Zion at that day, 

for tlw, shall have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost," l Nephi 3: 187 
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l\ffiuit~ 
By Will H, Mills 

Stars for vaulted 
Fish for the seas; 

Water for the pebbled brook, 
Clouds upon the breeze. 

Atoms for the molecule, 
Law declaring kind; 

For a high and noble thought 
Seek a noble mind. 

Each unto its order 
'Tis by God decreed; 

Man from woman cannot thrive 
Nor a need. 

Forces pull and forces 
Upon the load of life, 

If mates pull at counterpoints 
The way is of strife. 
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RIGINAL ARTICLES 
All individual articles 

the Church or the 
All authorized declarations and 

reflect the and bdiefs of the 

EDITORIAL 

Have ever said to 
would do it 
with the way 

is aware 
salvation is not 
source that would 

and upon 
Daniel would not have been saved alone 
to discern the will of those who 
faith in God's power to deliver him was his real 
in the time of trial. 

of the author and do not reflect the of 

the General Council the General 
Church. 

OSE FAULT IS IT? 

as 
toward others 
agree with what have done. 

of the Church of 

for many of us who have inherited 
work. Our church fathers were truth 
and were 
gospel in these latter 

of the 
one or 

into more two little deviations along the way lead 
deviations which in turn lead many into «nrw,CCH'U 
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The position that the Church of Christ has taken is a 
very one. \Ve have tried to hold to the thread of 
truth that we find in church that is based upon 
the standard of the Bible and the Book of Mormon 
without getting sidetracked by the innovations that 
came into the church. we find that our 

human abilities to reason out the and wrongs 
of what after the church was in 
1830 is not to the task. We must have 

to discern the truth of all 

Some of the errors that our church fathers made may 
seem obvious to but must be cautious lest 
we become committed to our own errors of 
After to err than were? 

influences of the world 
moral influences-- that sway our way 

Can that have 

can err in 
. Our initial action be to 

false. Or we can 
true and label it as false. But 

the end result is the same--
beeome 
because 

that 

and later that person made an obvious error, we 
that he did from that to be 

udiccd, either 
, toward individuals. If an individual has 

something to do with matters of the we 
find ourselves judging the right or wrong of a matter 
our toward the individual rather than 
out the truth of the thing upon its own merit 

of the Church of Christ, have determined 
certain absolutes that have to do with doctrine as well 
as the establishment and structure of the church. 
Articles of Faith and At the same time we 
have to maintain a certain 

individually seek the Lord to know the truth of 
all things and to have our own personal of 
their truthfulness. Although we find ourselves 
from each other in some of the 

time to which we exercise 
is a well-founded truth of the 
l If are 

, we must retain the favor of God 
obedience to His 
another source of 
seek in the 
come about 
the truth 

As we look to and seek for 
affirmation of the of our in 

we must realize that their mistakes will be 
mistakes if we follow tradition alone. However a 
and of them will lead 

of all that came 
message. In either case, we can be lead 

The truth is ours to but 

COLORADO REUNION 

On 8, 9, and 
will be held at the Church 

the Colorado Reunion 
3233 B1/2 Road. 

Colorado. We would like to invite all 

are 
Please let one of our committee know your 
can find for you and prepare for the meals. 

Call or write: Ronald W. Church 
P.O. Box 1456 
Fruita. CO 81.521 
303-858-7305 

Marvin E, 
236 32 Road 
Grand 
303-434-8149 

E. Bell 
572 

co 81503 

Clifton. CO 81520 
303-434-7 lOO 
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OUR COMMISSION? 
in the November 1983 issue of Zion's 

brought to my mind several 
thoughts. especially since I have been studying along 
these lines . It that I had 

I 

to express 
whatever good do. 

I am well aware that I am not the first 
has taken up the task of 

that surrounds 

to translate 
restore the Church of Christ in these last 

, then that person should go his way and 
trouble himself no more about it. To those who do 

who are of this work and 
who have taken upon themselves the 

name of Christ by ,vay of the vested in the 
true restored Church and its , falls the 
responsibility of accepting the "commissions" to 
that Church. this "commission" then 
becomes a 

Let us first understand that a commission is. 
according to definition, a trust, charge, 

to to empower:· To understand 
what commission the Church was the 

for mine my 
hearts: Wherefore the 
Father. that shall 

this 
nr,c;n•,r"'" in 

tribulation and desolation 
are sent forth upon the wicked." 

And l, last of verse 5:". And 
those to whom these commandments were 
have power to LAY THE FOUNDATION of this 

and to it forth out of and out 
the true and living church upon the 
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face of the whole earth 
The several 

declare my prepare the way of the 
mine elect . to prepare their 

the foundation of this Church, and it forth out of 
and out of darkness", will result in the 

who are in all 
for the second of Christ. 

is the ultimate of all the work that was done in the 
late 1820's and 183ffs. If this was purpose, or 
I should say the "commission" it still valid 

for it was not ~~--~·"•·"'""'~~ 
Let us consider the first reference I gave 

verse Book of Commandments. This 
revelation Orson Pratt into 

1830. Notice that he was first called 

and him saith unto the 
one, be thou clothed in robes and sit thou and to 
the be thou clothed in rags and sit thou 

and looketh upon his sons and saith I am 
this I have unto you a and it is even as I 
am, I say unto you, be one; AND IF YE ARE NOT 

YE ARE NOT MINE .. " mine 
"I unto you a commandment." This is a very 

and very clear: The command is for 
them one in all of one 

etc. In all both 
He commands them to become 

unified. Before we continue on this let us look 
at another commandment: 44 , verses 

28, and 29. 
"If thou lovest me, thou shalt serve and all 

and thou shalt consecrate 
that which thou hast 

such he shall 
that purpose. 

·· And it shall to pass, 
church after that he has reeeived the 

be taken 

necessary 
chooses to manage the 
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surplus to be given to the storehouse. 

This surplus, held in the storehouse of the Church. is 

to be used to provide for the poor, and those who 

cannot supply all the needs for their family, and for the 

Elders expenses, and for the needs of the Church in the 

purchase of lands needed to further the work of the 

This law established a means all 

would be materially equal, and so would 

contribute toward a spiritual . The poor and 

less fortunate were to have enough, and no while 

those who were more fortunate were to have 

and no more: equal. The end result of this law, was to 

have an organization where all the members were 

toward the up of God's 

materially and spiritually: not each individual VU,US.UH/", 

up his ov,n material and each would 

retain their own 

etc. 
affluence. 
crust" of 

to the 

treasures in heaven. 

committed to God and His nu'"'''V 

establish the cause of Zion." What do 

about Zion? How well are we .,vu,vv,v~ 

If asked about this ~~r-~m~• 

you could it? 

For years Zion was a to me. 

Everyone talked about it, but never said and 

many times I've heard "Zion" mentioned in sermons, 

but with very little explanation. I'm not now able to say 

I know all about "Zion", but I do have a much better 

understanding of it, than I had a few years ago. What 

is this Zion? Let us give a quick look at this idea which 

those saints were "charged to bring forth and 

establish the cause of. I want to go now to the Book of 

Mormon, page 750, Book of Ether, Chapt. 6, verses 1-8. 

"And now I to finish my record 

concerning the destruction of the people of whom I 

have been For behold, they rejected all the 

words of Ether; for he told them all 

from the of man; and that after the waters 

had receded from off the face of this it became a 

choice land above all other lands, a chosen land of the 

Lord; Wherefore the Lord have that all men 

should who dwell upon the face 

that it was the of the New 

should come down out of 

of the Lord. Behold, 

from whence Lehi should 

it should be built up 

Wherefore it could 

for it had been in a time of 

be built up and become a 

of the Lord: and it should be built up unto the 

that a New should be built up 

the remnant of the seed of 

studious 

answer. 
61. Book 

I the Lord have 
assemble ye 
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and inasmuch as do build up 
unto me: and with ONE HEART AND WITH 

(emphasis mine up your riches 
that ye may purchase an inheritance which shall 
hereafter be appointed unto you, and it shall be called 
the New a land of peace a of 

of for the saints of the most 
this to Isa. 4:5 and 6) and the 

shall be and the terror of the Lord shall be 
there, insomuch that the wicked will not come unto 
it: it shall be called ZION." mine JS) 

From the above we can see that this New 
up here in this land and was to be called 

those saints were to 
the ··cause" of that Zion. 

or 

who have not hardened their 
with the laws of 

2· 
"Gather 

nation not 
before the 

fierce anger the Lord 
come upon you, before the 
come upon you. Seek ye the 
earth, which have 

of the Lord's anger." 

of the Lord's anger 
all ye meek of the 

then the that 

event? \Vhat is the "condition" that will 
this event? Is not the Kingdom of God that or 

force that will bring into a 
"Condition" wherein Zion might be established? Is not 
this Church of Christ that kingdom, and does it not 
have the and power to bring about this 
condition? Can this Church this work 

to the laws and 
has we these tools He has 
us to work and choose our own Isn't it 
a that the work must be 
merits and He has made? 

There were many other "works" those saints 
to and many were individual 

The time is not come, the 
house should be built. Then came the word 

and Is it 
to dwell in your cieled 
Now therefore thus saith 
your ways. 1:2 

Your Brother in the 

JOSEPH F. SMITH 
Rt. # 1, Box lOOA 
Horseshoe Bend, 
83629 

God 

THE NEED FOR SINCERE 
FASTING AND PRAYER 

reward." \Ve had a statement made this 
who was in and he "I felt impressed this 
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and I want to tell each of you the same 

you do not watch yourselves." Watch who'? 

and your thoughts, and your and your 

and to keep the commandments of 

continue in the faith of what ye have heard 

the of our Lord, even unto the end of your 

. " There it is. Oh must start 

and our we must be so 

careful what we say. There hasn't been a one of us that 

hasn't hurt somebody with our words. Sometimes it is 

not intentional, but sometimes it's just out and out 

intended to do so. In the of the young 

cool it. don't do it. Watch your and look at 

my is easy, and my burden is 

what 
what 

\\'c have a God and a wonderful Savior and 

God from the 
"-U\JU11\C~~ to 

to the that's another 

the afflicted 

much darkness is there at noon day when there are no 

clouds'? None. And so, the darkness that has come about 

because of and because of will be 

erased. And it will be as noon with 

the light of the Lord. "And the Lord shall guide thee 

. and soul in " he can take 

A~ the Psalmist of old "I have been 

now I am old, but I have never seen the 

nor his seed bread." "And 

bones: and thou shalt be like a watered 

garden, and like a of water, whose waters fail 

not." And we all know how a garden taken care of 

weeded and how 

beautiful it grows. But if ifs left to the weeds and 

other take over and it does not it's 

beautiful end. 
"And that shall be of " yes, and of God and 

"shall build old If let the 
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"we will not walk therein." Do you suppose there has 
been times in our lives when you and I have said. We 
will not walk therein? Think upon it; I'll let you each 

I've already read where I have no 
business judging you so I'm not going to do it. 

I have two more verses, 13 and 14, ··If thou turn 
foot from the from 

. ., Think on thatl And let it sink 
the sabbath has been defiled 

'·And call the sabbath a the 
of the Lord, and shalt honour him, 

thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
nor thine own words:" It is not 

"Then shalt thou 
and I will cause thee to ride upon the 

of the and feed thee with the 
father:" All these wonderful things will be unfolded 

in their complete fullness among such a people as do 
these the gifts of the will be in their 

fullness as God intended them to and all 
the rest of the He will bless you in basket and 
in store, in your out and in your in. "For 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." And I 
know of any better authority than the mouth of the 
Lord speaking it. 

THE BOOK OF COMMANDMENTS 

unbelief. 

that which had 
and a revelation 

become the of the 

servants, 

unto you, that who go 
the inhabitants of the 

to seal both 

of revelations and 
one least believe and 
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seek out the most educated, fluent person 
knov,; and ask them to write one to any that is in 
the book. They couldn't do it in 1831; William 
McLellin tried and failed. In consequence of the 
forgoing events in the minutes of the conference held on 
the 12th of 1831, we find this 
"After deliberate consideration 
Book of Revelation no\v to be the 
foundation of the church and the salvation of the world 
and the of the of the and the 

of be 
Nn,tPrPr,,.,, to be worth to the Church the 

riches of the whole earth, 

this of this testimony unto the world. 
that the children of men may be 
Utah , vol. 1, page 226. The Elders 
nn,c,c,r,t and as above were, 

Joseph Smith, Jr. Sidney Rigdon 
Oliver William E. McLellin 
David \.Vhitmer 

Whitmer 
Peter 

Four of these men were also witnesses to the Book of 
Mormon. If their is good in the one instance 
should it not be taken on value in the other'? 

The Lord had them the means to prove the 
and his assured them of 

the 
\.Vest 

Schrader 

GREETINGS 

studies­
The 

reminded 

FROM GRAND JUNCTION 

1983. We 

been turned back. 
December 

reason to 
Bazaar in October 

for the 

Sinners do not want be 
Are we tuned Absent 

off the station. 
fall God's 

advance 
tide evil 

colder weather and 
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Dave Charlotte Hinkle. At the time of this writing, 
are in Phoenix. Dave is in bad 

in the hospital there. We ask your prayers in their 

More thoughts from sermons: \Vhen in perfect order, 
as outlined in Corinthians, the church functions 

. When man begins to tinker with along 
the way, the church falters, like an with a 

off. Is this church 

Our blessings are many, our so few; may 
the new year bring all of God's sunshine to you. 

Our best to all of you, 
1983 

NEWS FROM MARION, MICHIGAN 

The weather has hit 
the rest of the 

services as 
affected our attendance. 

in as it has 
We have tried to maintain 
but the weather has at times 

The first 
service, our 
his wife Marion snowed in at 
make it to Marion for services. What a 
this makes to drive of 

100 miles one to 
our little group at least twice a month. are 

to them for their dedication to the work 
Master. We 
and Mary 
School, 
Christina. 

it 
read it. 

must also be 
\vill be one fold and one Brother 

us that \Ve must serve Him every 
on , and that we 

43 

love and pray for one another. As long as we God is 
going to bless that person and we will receive a 
also. 

Following our in addition to our 
potluck dinner, we enjoyed birthday cake with two of 
our members Sister Marion Addington and Brother 
Earl Bergey 89th year - 70 in the service of The 

of lots of fresh snovv and bad the 
nn!ln,rttrmc were able to make it for the last of 

the month. For his sermon, Brother Addington spoke 
from the 4th and 5th chapters of Romans, which dealt 
with God's promise to Abraham (that he would be a 
father of many nations), which was on his faith 
and not on the law of circumcision. In 5, Paul 

the doctrine of Christ's atonement for our sin 
how one man's (Adam) sin brought death to our race 
and one man's death is sufficient to life to 
those who will it. 

Brother and Sister Addington have 
to a lady, 
who has never been =v,~rn,orl 

been her regularly, to her about 
and with her. She has asked for a Bible with 

so she can see to read and red so she 
which are the of Christ. It's such a 

in her since the first 
started their visits. Please with us in prayer that she 

will Christ soon. 
little group here in Northern 

remain faithful and not 
become Most of us drive from 
70 to 200 miles round every to have services 
in the little town of Marion. Our prayers and go 
out to all of of like faith OV,Pr,·uno,sr•o 

OKLAHOMA NEWS 
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away. As a nation, we have drifted away from the 
Christian \Vould rather other 

than God. \Ve are of our freedoms 
because we don't care God. This is a 
land of a land and a land of 

to us God. We have 
to preserve these The 

this land shall serve God or 
when the fullness of his wrath shall 

l 
We met in the Elwell home on 8 and Brother 

and Sister Louise Grzincic were with us. 
School somehow evolved into 

THE LAST CYCLE 

I am the calendar stone of the Toltecs. 
in a museum in Old Me-She­

Tula the 

continued and the conquerors 
Well do I remember the the screams 
Of the women and the cry of the children 

Frank and Sister Carol Fann us in some of our 
services. \Ve continue to have Elder Farris 

and his wife. , from El Reno meet with us no\v 
and then. The Kimball, and Beem 
well as the Elwell 

services. We continue to 
in School and have dinner 
twice a month. We tease each 
we seldom let our awful weather 

In I want to share with 
Brother sermons. He us of 
our belief that we know that Christ will come. With 
this we do not want walk in that are not 
of the Lord. How many times do we work 

Hunter. 
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THE WORDS OF CHRIST, 
A ROAD-MAP 

Thoughts presented or 

"And there shall come forth a rod out of the stern of 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots; and the 
of the Lord shall rest upon him, the of 

wisdom and the of counsel and 
the and of the fear of the 

And shall 

POEM FOR RYAN 

(Submi/ted by Ray ue1,vde'1e 

and 
Isaiah 11: 1-5 

Written shortly the birth of our son ") 

full 

of you goes far 
grows up in me 

You not what you 
And I'll tell you 
In all this world 
The miracle of you. 

in love 

sermom and study lessom 

We must learn to on the words of 
would learn the way he would have us 

he would have us to be, the 

if we 
the kind of 

us to follow. To feast not mean cram 
them into our minds as a memory but to learn 
to savor and delight in them. We must learn to 

for the that of Truth to 
us full 

And when these years timeless 
memory 

Of babe 
Was 

Oh 
Here's a dream to share 

we'll dwell in Zion 
And our Lord will be there 

his hand 

The lamb shall with the lion 
On a dawn so fair 
And a little child shall lead them 
On the power of a prayer. 

and their 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 

In accordance with instructions of the 1983 Ministers· 
Conference, a larger facility has been rented for the 
first Sunday of the 1984 Conference that all may be 
able to meet in one room. All Activities for 

L 1984, will be held at the Mid-America 
4-H/ of Missouri Extension Center ,.,uuuu," 

located at 2828 South M-291, 
Please note that access to this ""·"u'"'"' 
via the M-291 frontage road. 
that was rented last year. 

For further information 
5713 Rd .. 

816-3.56-9214 or Marvin 
Rd., Lee's Summit, MO 

CONFEREN 
1, 1984 

a 
Coordinator. Those 
the conference should contact the 
Committee. 

\Ve are 

R.W. Oldham 
Church 

E 

THE KING'S 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

It's the oldest company in the world, been in 
successful for thousands of years. 

It has never 

It is the on 

It 

Cost 

Benefit 

Home 

Loss in the 

to the faithful holders 

of 

The unsearchable Riches Christ. 

Above 
All We ask or Think. 

....... Those who take out in this 
company receive abundance of grace and 

salvation from all sin and the 
Ghost as 

on the 

PRAISE 

Wherever thou art. 

whatever thou doest 

NOW 

To meet Him there in every 

And when there 

Him? 

Ever raise a paean to Him 

This. the service thou 

canst render! 

DS 

I leaven 
all times. 

He rnay 
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AUDIO-VISUAL PROGRAMS 
AVAILABLE TO YOU 

As has been announced on the last page of the Zion's 
Advocate for several years, your Audio, Video, Visual­
Aid and Archeological Committee has prepared, and 
made for your use, four programs with color 
slides and accompanying narration with musical 
background on cassette long hours of hard 
work, quite enjoyable hard have gone into the 
producing of these programs. As a member of the 
Church of Christ, all you have to be able to do is 

slide and turn on your 
The narration is to 

In if you are in the 
area, we can you with 

and even a Minister to show the program 
introduce and it to you and 

your friends that may interested in the Church. To 
the , I sav need to be aware that 
these programs are on a shelf for you to ask 

them. I, and many other members of the 
as to the value of their use in 

to an individual or group with The 
Book of Mormon and the Church of Christ. I don't need 

for the lack of the finer touches a 
studio could nor for the 

fact that some of our critics find fault with the 
of a here or there. If I had the time and this 
paper had the space I could relate to 
real miracles that 

a number of 
or other in the 

eaeh one of these 
Mdndoo about her 

group. 
Please read 

announcement on the back of 
other 

in the Book of Mormon 
were discovered the 

that inhabited the Western 
n 11 nr1rc,rk of years before Columbus 
and multiply and become civilized fully 

Materials" 

the rest of the world, but that they were directly related 
to and migrated from the peoples and areas around 
Jerusalem on the opposite side of the world. This is 
dramatieally portrayed the numerous 
cultural similarities of the two peoples as 
the archeologists - well over years after 
the Book of Mormon was miraculously brought forth 
revealing all these same truths. 

"Out of the Dust" is the story the Book of Mormon 
tells of the continent's former inhabitants as mentioned 
in the program, "Mexieo, Land of Contrast." It makes a 
good to that program. It is excellent for 

all the rumors and falsehoods and vast 
that are abroad in the world 

what the Book of Mormon is. It starts with Lehi and his 
in and 

three thousand years of 
narration and 135 with Moroni 

the metal as instructed God. 
it not only is for showing that the Book 
a book full of doetrines and rules of the "Mormon" 

church, but also makes an excellent 
conclusion to a series of Book of Mormon 

"Light at is about the 
forth in the latter days (evening) which revealed to a 
young man where Moroni buried the 
mentioned in "Out of the Dust." It tells 
young man, able 

on the 
Priesthood was restored to the earth after 

~'"·'""'-'-', and the Church 

themselves. 

In Behalf of the A VV AA 
Elder Gary Housknecht, Chairman 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES 

The Ministers' Conference 
Church Christ 

l, 1984. The business se~;s1cms 
9:00 A.M. Monday, April 2. A Solemn ""~~c,11u1J 

held prior to the conference, March 30 and 31, 1984. 

The 1984 Ministers' Conference 1n ... ,=~hr, .. rt 

of the Church of Christ 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
and 17th at Independence, Missouri. 

16th 

WRITTEN MATERIAL FOR "ZION'S ADVOCATE" 

Articles, sermons, poems, news items, letters, notices, 
etc. which are appropriate to be printed in this paper are 
requested by the editorial staff. If possible they should be 
typewritten on one side of a sheet only, double spaced 
and grammatically corrected. If this is not possible, 
please send your material anyway. Send all material to 
one of the members of the editorial staff or to the general 
church (see title page.) The deadline for each month is 
the 7th of the previous month. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS 

Send all orders to: Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 472, lmle1;,ende11ce 

ZION'S ADVOCATE SUBSCRIPTION RATE: 

Non-members Foreign 84 .. SO Per Year 

Book of Mormon Edition) 
Outline Historv Christ . 
Book of Comr~andments (Paper B01md) . 
Book of Commandments Contron·rsv Reviewed . 
The Marvelous and a \\fonder· 
\Vhat the Hestoration T<:>aches Concerning God 
Historical Facts th<: 

Lot Deed 

Price Each 
$5.00 

4.00 
2.80 
2 \JO 
2 .. 30 

1.:30 

NIC 

:'\IC 

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS 

ZIO:'{S ADVOCATE 
( l'SPS G9H3-0000) 
P.O. Box 472 
Independence, MO 64051-0472 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 
(USPS 6H93-0000) 

P.O. Box 472 
Independence, MO 64051-0472 

Independence, MO 64051 

Committt.>e: 

AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS 
are available on loan to members of the 

the Audio, Video, Visnal-Aid and Archeological 

SLIDE PROGHAMS WITH TAPED NARRATION 

"Mexico, Land of Contrast" (39 - Illustra\e.'S how modern 

m,rnc"'c"""-"·a, finds in North and Central America lend credence to the 
and the story it tells the continent's former 

"The Return'' ( 12 minutes) - Heveals the significance of the return 
to the "land of Zion" 1867 the members of the Church of Christ 
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