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Life's Lesson 
I have learned as the years roll onward 
And I leave the past behind, 
That much I have counted sorrow, 
But proves that God is kind: 
That many a flower I've longed for, 
Had thorns of a hidden pain, 
And many a roughened by-path 
Skirted fields of ripened grain. 

The clouds that cover the sunshine -
Theycannotban~hthesun 
And the earth seems all the brighter 
After the rain is done. 
We must stand in the deepest shadow 
To see the clearest light. 
And often from wrongs' own darkness 
We the strength of Right. 

the heart from the 
Gains the purest joy of all, 
And from lips that have tasted sadness, 
The sweetest songs will fall. 
For as peace comes after suffering, 
And love is reward of pain -

after this life, comes heaven, 
And out of our loss is gain. 
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EDITORIAL 

TO KNOW THE WILL OF GOD 

Is there a way to know the will of God? The 

scriptures indicate that there is. It begins with a 

desire in which is a willingness, not only to know but 

to be obedient to what we know. 
"Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is 

not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do 

his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 

of God, or whether I speak of myself." John 7:16-17. 

If this be true of Jesus in his teaching, how much 

more it will be true of any other who goes forth pro

claiming to teach the gospel and doctrine of God. 

To one who really wills to do his will, it shall be given 

to know whether a man speaks of God or of himself. 

"Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the 

Lord ... " Hosea 6:3. Knowledge comes through the 

exercise of faith. To know we must begin by faith 

to follow. A good example is Alma's lesson on the 

planting of the seed, chapter 16. 

"There will be no discernment, no witness of the 

; Spirit to the truth of God, the ways of until man 

is willing to be obedient; 'you can't know," says 

Christ, 'until you are willing to do.' " Philips. 

When we have proven by action on faith that 

we are willing to do, are willing to follow, as long as 

we do follow, he will lead, and step by step we will 

be brought to know. Peter would never have known 

the wonder of the experience of walking on the water 

if he had not had the faith to step out of the boat when 

Jesus said to him, "Come". Of what purpose for God 

to reveal his further will to those who have not the 

faith and trust to do what they already know and 

profess to believe? 
scriptures are full of the revealed laws, com

mandments, will and purpose of the Lord, and the 

world is full of peoples who say, Lord, but 

who not do the will of the Father in heaven. 

Are we among that number? 
a determination to obedience is a settled 

matter in our heart's intent, we have no reason to 

seek to know the will of God, as a Church, or as 

a person, in our own affairs. To know and then 

not do is a and a danger worse than ignor
John Hi:22-24. 
the commandments of God come 

we to have a twofold 
is, that we should understand and 

know biddings are, and how to love them 

keep them. The other is that we should know his 

forbiddings - how to hate them and refuse them. 

For in these two is all our working comprehended." 



ye hear is not but tht· Father's 
,John 14:21 :z;;.;24_ 

THE NEED FOR SINCERE 
FASTING AND PRAYER 

Sermon at Missouri Reunion, August 12, 1982 

Apostle Marvin Ely 
and Condensed 

PART l 

a statement was made that we 
need a And I that sank 
into each of your hearts. The statement was made 
that we need a faith like unto the of Jared, 
and that when that are some 
great and marvelous that will be unfolded 
unto the children of men. A was 
What is necessary to Zion? And then the state-
ment was the 

power; and 
ment. It was also 

and we're to 
We're to strive 

of man is to fear 
men ts. 

It 

a few brief statements out of 
in the 

have taken time 
that hold the 

It mentioned 
that there would 

of fertile It mentioned that 
shall begin at your doors. The redemption of Zion iH 
by judgment. One last I 
"Only your Hincere fasts 

obedience shall ye inherit 
found in Zion." And I have felt directed 
dwell on this and and 

it will 
person. And I with 
that power to the extent that I will touch every heart 

and stir to a greater 
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floundered through the years, 152 
restoration of this Church of 
days. And now we've entered 
days, and we have not yet 
It will accomplish its purpose, 
of old said it would, and I've got complete 
in what God has caused his prophets to write. 
· I have confidence in he is 
and complete confidence. Sometimes I may become 
weak in flesh. But I've cause to 
because of a number of experiences. They've filled 
my soul with joy. This isn't a gospel of sadness, it 
isn't a gospel of gloom. Let us reach out to the souls 
of men who are hungering and thirsting. Jesus 
blessed are those who do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness for they shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost. And those who seek to bring forth Zion in 
that day (after the coming forth of the Book of Mor-
mon) also shall have the gift power of 
Holy Ghost. 

In times past, in times of great man has 
approached God in humble fasts and prayers. In 
times of bondage man has approcahed God and has 
been delivered. None of us here really knows what it 
is like to be in bondage; bondage to another nation, 
or like when the Nephites were in bondage to the 
Lamanites. But the bondage I'm going to talk about 
isn't a bondage to another nation. Let us think 
tonight of our responsibility to God for indeed it is 
great. 

In the ending of the year ~H A.D. Christ came to 
a people upon this continent, he his 
commandments to them, his gospel. He chose 
twelve disciples and they proclaimed this gospel. 
In two years all those upon the face and the breadth 
of the land were converted to Jesus Christ. There 
were no disputations or contentions among them. 
They were a blest and happy people. Let us read on 
page 682, verse 13, "And they did not 
after the performances and 
Moses, but they did walk after the 
which they had their Lord and 
God, continuing in fasting and prayer, and in meet
ing together oft, both to pray and to hear the 
of the Lord." That's the way those 
who were all converted to the Lord, That's a 
people who actually had all things common among 
them. First they arrived at a 
ness, and that proclaims today 
becoming a righteous before 
dedicated people. 

Moroni, 6:6, tells of another "And the 
church did meet together oft, to fast and to pray, and 
to speak one with another concerning the of 
their souls: ... " and we've gathered here to 
one with another concerning souls. 
There are scriptures that say, pray for the welfare 
of the souls of those about you. And we've 

1984 

we 
intense in our outreach 
from 

tried to keep 
Where I was staying a 

a was almost out. 
bit more of that flood last 
had a hard time 

was left to across, when I saw it 
I offered a prayer before I went over it. God heard 
that prayer. have distressing 
conditions in their for as well; 
they're here. the to 
prevent us from we are more 

the victor with the power of ,Jesus Christ. We 
don't to back up from anything or anybody, 

we have that it is by our 
fasts prayers we 

are occasions when men approach 
God. was after,Jesus'baptism when he was led 
out into the for space of forty days. 
He fasted and of the devil. 

the temptation 
if thou be the 

Son of made bread. 
Jesus answer, and you and I must have 
that answer. Man shall not live bread alone 
but by every forth and cometh 
forth the mouth of We must not under-

of the word of God. Even 
as in Lehi's the rod of iron is a representation 
of the of God, grasped, can lead 
you to the tree of is a representation of the 
love of 

Book of Mormon 
I will 
2::31, 

and yea, 
and the sanctification of their 

of 



I want us 
There's a lesson there, Turn 
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not to do. 

enemies; yea, cry 
an enemy all 
the bands of 
by the 

1984 
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I'UJlULJllCJ n1t',">CY'>£>£'T is a young woman in 
a daughter of 13 years. We think her 

contact is worth mentioning in that she despairingly 
v«•v'-,-~ an ad in a newspaper, asking if there is 

Brother noticed it and answered the 
they have in faithful attend-

poor, occasionally been re-
home with food after spending Sun-

1984 

1s seen 
and 

As we did not know of facilities to accom-
that Kuhnlein 

room for us, to we were 
taken to our luggage, and thence to their 
apartment for supper. Their quarters is on the third 
floor of an complex, of a small 
kitchen, bath rooms, with a little hall 
leading to a living room and a single bedroom. We 
retired being tired from our 

After breakfast the next morning at the hotel 
(which comes with the room), we returned to the 
Kuhnlein He had called the hotel and left 
word I should call him. It was soon understood 
that we desired to stay together, though, 
to us, it not seem possible because of their one 
bedroom. We were to understand that they 
could us, and so we moved in. While 
there more than a week, Doris slept on a couch and 
I on a small cot, which, with our bedding, was 
moved into the living room each night and taken up 
each storage in their bedroom. So we 
dwelt in comfort, and seemingly without 
emotional difficulty. Each night, there was a scrip-
ture prayer by one, a warm embrace and a 
fond of wishes a good night's rest. 

A Sacrament service was held one Sunday morn-
ing. We testified of God's goodness, and 
even sang a of hymns. In one, we at least 

overcame the Doris 
while 
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traces of carnage 
In Germany, we found more evidence of wide-

spread opposition to the of 
etc. than elsewhere, and upon one 

were in the a 
few people. In 
view of years of personal encounter natives 

in the memory of the of war, as 
their children have grown into an aversion by the 

of its tragedy, an outsider to have 
a perspective. He comes to at least a 
measure of sympathy for with some 

that, in all probability, communist 
tators have done much to excite an opposition to 
present defense measures in order to i:mbvert a nation 

decrease its potential for of aggres-
s10n. 

Brother Kuhnlein has a zeal the work of the 
Gospel, and has spoken unashamedly of our faith 
to some of these, we met, even in 
ment. It is our desire, with some of our 
literature may be translated into he 
may not only speak to his countrymen, 
them such tracts to read as may some pro-
gress for the Church there. 

While staying with them, we took a 
sion by train to the village of 
briefly visit a friend of our Brother 
had met in Oak Ridge, Tenn. when the former had 
come with his family for a year's he was 
engaged in studies at the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory where Brother Gould as an 
engineer. Brother Gould had paved the way for this 
visit by writing to his friend. met us at the 

and in two minutes we had walked 
I must say that we couldn't 

to make our visit 
enjoyable, even with a day's 

Speyer with its 
ward to famous Heidelberg with castle. 

In the evening before the host knew of the 
purpose of our visit), we 
he and his wife gave r,,,,n,,,'Tn 

them some of our literature in 
the next morning, some 
perused. Having two teenage 
good English, we left them in 
point of time, one or more of 
stirred by the Holy Spirit to 

to them smce our 
we hope to keep up some contact if 
an inclination. 

After returning to 
we contacted 

Brussels, Belgium, (,Joseph 

25 
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way! 
At the 

matters of common 
feel I can 
and 
find 

Congregation at Enschede, Holland (Left to right from 

Zielman (NM), Johan Domhof Elder John Schut Louise 

Zielman (NM), her child, Thea Thea Snabel (Ml, Uilkje 

Roep (M), lne Schut (MJ, Jannie (NM), Hulshof 

(NM), Wesley Schut (NM), Michael Schut (NM), (MJ, 

Alexander Schut (M). 

more 
and to realize 

America does care for them. We 
prayers for 

Luzian and Ingrid Kuhniein (members) 
Nuremberg, West Germany 
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HOUSTON LOCA NEWS 

A wonderful season 
we could convince all men "It is more 
blessed to give than to receive." "And now abideth 
Faith, Hope, But 
of these is 

After the verb, "to 
beautiful verb in 

Our Merry may have 
what others did for us ... but our 
depend on what we do for 
love weighs more 

We have had a"~'-"''"''" 

works. 
In November our visitors were 

and Kelly Bowman, of 
Keeney. Our visiting 
Sister Gus Schwegler, 
Case and family. 

is the most 

Phoenix reunion from our Those attending 
local were Margaret, 
Helseth and Ike Medders. 

Diane Lois 

In December 
speaker. His thoughts were on the 
the birth and resurrection of Jesus 
blessed with a solo 
sang "How 
Sandy's mother 
Sunday. 

was our 
we have in 

We were 
She 

A Love 
unto others m; we 

Matt. 

8 
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WHERE DO WE ST AND? 

"Thus saith 
Christ, the Great I AM, 
beginning and the end the same 
the expanse of 

ofheaven, before 
which knoweth all 
before mine eyes: 

"I am the same and the was 
made, and all things came by me: 

"I am the same which hath taken the Zion of 
Enoch into mine own bosom: 

"And verily I say, even as many as have believed 
on my name, for I am Christ, in mine own name, 
by the virtue of the blood which I have spilt, have I 
plead before the Father for them: 

"But behold the residue of the wicked have I kept 
in chains of darkness until the judgment of the great 
day, which shall come at the end of the eart~, 
even so will I cause the wicked to be kept, that will not 
hear my voice but harden their and wo, wo, 
wo is their doom. 

"But behold, verily, I say unto you, that 
mine eyes are upon you; I am in your midst and ye 
cannot see me, but the day soon cometh we shall 
see me and know that I am: 

"For the vail of darkness shall soon 
he that is not purified shall not abide the 

"Wherefore gird up your loins be 
Verses 14-20: "And for your I 

you a commandment, for I have your prayers, 
and the poor have complained before me, and the 
rich have I made, and all flesh is mine, and I am no 
respector to persons. And I have made the earth rich, 
and behold it is my footstool: wherefore, again I will 
stand upon it: 

"And I hold forth and 
riches, even a land 

with milk and honey, upon there shall be no 
curse when the Lord cometh, and I will it unto 
you for the land of your if it with 

your hearts: 
"And shall be my covenant with 

have it for of your 
the inheritance of your 
earth shall stand, and ye shall possess m 
eternity, no more to pass away: 

"But verily I say unto you, that in time ye 
no king nor for I will 

watch over you.'' 

you shall be a free people, and ye have no 
but my laws, when I come, for I am your 
and what can stay my 

"But verily I say unto you, one 
according to the office wherewith I have appointed 

- - --------- ----------------~-

you, and let every man esteem his 
and virtue and holiness 

Verse 22: this I 
and it is even as I am, I say unto 

and if ye are not one, ye are not mine. And 
unto you, that the enemy in secret 

,, 

your 
things unto you, in a manner 
which shall speak in your ears, with a voice 
than that which shall shake the earth: 

"But if ye are prepared ye shall not fear." 
Question: are we prepared? 
Verses :32-:{8: "And if ye seek the riches which it 

is the will of the Father to give unto you, ye shall 
richest of all people, for ye shall have the riches of 

eternity: 
"And it must needs be that the riches of the earth 

is mine to 
"But beware of pride, lest ye as the 

Nephites of old. 
"And again I say unto you, I 

that every man both 
teacher and also member, go to with his with 
the labor of his hands, to prepare and accomplish the 
things which I have commanded. 

"And let your preaching be the 
every man to his neighbor, in mildness and in 
meekness. 

go ye out from among wicked. Save 
vourselves. 
, "Be ye clean that the vessels of I,ord: 
even so Amen." 

above are the words of the Lord, 
can them? 

I are we 
Your sister in 

EAGLES OR 
were guaran-

teed and social 
housing (their shells) to protect 

they open 
in for them. 

fortunate. The 

oyster, 1s of 
Americans. 



VOICES OUT OF THE PAST 
I a little the other which 

acted as a bracer to me. If in the future you find you 
need a you a bit 

I read the 
conference none 

wondered if 
the feeling he 

downcast and 
looked like to a 

what it looked like 
I want to make an 

He 

which were very 
Gould was too 

I 

a thing, I withdrew 
it in I asked 

it from all angles. 
are awfully like sheep. 

average person to follow than 
of the work the 

over what I had seen 
me, not from within me but 

to me, it is necessary in God's 
that the church go down still further before 

it as He will. it must dry 
outward appearance it is 

up." 
that bulb meant our 

restoration but it 
I felt lifted up and 

a member of the 
year 1942. 

what we 
that we are 

and fluent 

THE TWO ANGELS 

Two angels, one of life and one of death 
Passed o'er our village as the morning broke; 
The dawn was on their faces and beneath 

1984 

The sombre houses hearsed with plumes of smoke. 

attitude aspect were just the same, 
Alike their features and their robes of white; 
But one was crowned with amaranth, as with flame 
And one with asphodels like flakes of light. 

I saw them pause on their celestial way, 
Then said I with deep fear and doubt oppressed, 
"Beat not so loud my heart, lest thou betray 
The place where thy beloved are at rest." 

And he who wore the crown of asphodel 
Decending at my door began to knock, 
And my soul sank within me, as in wells 
The waters sink before an earthquake's shock. 

I recognized the numbless agony, 
The terror and the tremor and the pain 
That oft before had filled or haunted me, 
And now returned with threefold strength again. 

The door I opened to my heavenly guest 
And listened for I thought I heard God's voice. 
And, knowing whatso'er he sent was best 
Dared neither to lament or to rejoice. 

Then with a smile that filled the house with light, 
"My errand is not death but life", he said, 
And ere I answered, passing out of sight 
On his celestial embassy he sped. 

'Twas at thy door, Oh friend, and not at mine 
The angel with the amaranthine. wreath 
Pausing, decended, and with voice devine 
Whispered a word that had the sound like 

All is of God, if he but wave his hand 
The mists collect, thick 

with a smile of 
Lo! he looked back from 

of life and are 

room 

loud 

Without his leave they pass no threshold o'er. 
or 

his messengers to shut the door. 

Author 
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THREE KINDS OF GIVERS 
Some witty person once said: "There are three 

kinds of givers - the flint, the sponge and the 
honeycomb." 

To get anything out of a flint you must hammer 
it, and then you get only chips and sparks. 

To get water out of a sponge you must squeeze 
and the more you squeeze, the more you will get. 

But the honeycomb just overflows with its own 
sweetness. 

Some people are stingy and hard: they give 
nothing away if they can help it. 

Others are good-natured: they yield to pressure, 
and the more they are pressed, the more they will 
give. 

A few delight in giving, without being asked at 
all: and of these the Bible says: "The Lord loveth a 
cheerful giver." Selected 

GIVE ME BURDENS TO BEAR 
(A prayer poem) 

Dear Lord, 
Give me burdens to bear 

Give me the chance to share 
In the burdens of Jesus. 

The Burdens He bore for us. 

Give me burdens to bear, 
For Jesus did care 

Enough for each soul, 
That we might reach our goal. 

Yes, dear Lord, 
Give me burdens to bear, 

I would understand, and care 
About the burden Christ bore-

And the crown of thorn He wore. 

Give me burdens to bear, dear Lord, 
To keep me in accord 

With the burdens Christ bore, 
That I might reach heavens door. 

When my burdens are done, 
And the race I have run; 

In my heavenly home 
No more will I roam. 

Lucinda 

Wrong silence: We shall have to repent in this 
generation not so much for the evil deeds of the 
wicked people, but for the appalling silence of the 
good people. 

Martin Luther King 

When An Error Is Not A Mistake 

When we are given our rewards, I would 
to be found to have erred on the side of grace 
rather than judgment; 

To have loved too much rather than too 
To have forgiven the undeserving rather than 

refused forgiveness to that one who 
To have fed a parasite rather than to have 

one who was truly hungry; 
To have been taken advantage ofrather than to have 

taken undue advantage; 
To have believed too much in my rather 

than too little; 
Having been wrong on the side of too much trust 

than too much cynicism; 
To have believed the best and been wrong, than to 

have believed the worst and 

Taken from Pulpit Helps, published 
national, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

AMG inter-

The Golden Path 

I walked along a golden path, 
The birds were singing as I 
The lion roared then walked with me 
And in the pastures so lush and green 
The lark sang praises of the 
The lion, the lamb, the foal, the 
All grazed together, there was peace at 
The weapons of man were no more to be seen, 
The former things had passed away 
And there was peace in the land for a 
As I walked along the golden path 
The breeze carressed my face, the air was 
The mountains ran free with new wine 
And milk in abundance I did see. 
On my trek I met new found friends 
And from our hearts praises we did 
I continued on and in this path 
A man I met whose was 
He gently me his child 
And hid me to walk with him over the miles. 
Suddenly everything changed, 
I found I had been dreaming 
Of the Millenial reign. 

Hunter 

A prayer that says in effect, I 
I'm not as this Pharisee, is 

of the pharisee was when he you 
that I'm not as this sinner . . that we are not as 
those unconverted christians out in the world'! 
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS 
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Ea("h unddivPrahle ··Advocatt•" is now costing th1• church :!.", ct•nts. 
V•h: would rather spend this on ck·livt·rlng your paper than its n..'turn to us. 
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1USPS 69\1.:1001 
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P.O. Box l 7:Z 
lndt•p,•ndence, Mo. li4ff,J-047:! 
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AlJDIO VISUAL MATERIALS 

The following materials are available on loan from the Audio, Video, 
Visual-Aids and Archeological Committee: 

"Mexico, Land of Contrast" -A :,o minute slide program with taped 
narration about how archeology supports the Book of Mormon. 

"Out of the Dust" - A ii,, minute slide program with taped narra
tion about the stt,rv told within the Book of Mormon. 

"A Lamp Unto My Feet" A :i,, minute slide program with taped 
narration about the story within the Book of Mormon !directed toward 
Indian viewers). 

"Light of Evening" A:!,, minute slide program with narra-
tion about the bringing forth of the Book of Mormon and the l{e,,to:rat,on 
of the Church of Christ. 

"The Return" A 1:! minute slid<' program with taped narration 
about the return of the members of the Church of Christ to the "land of 
Zion" in 1867. 

"We Sing and We Talk About Jesus" A 
lessons, each with a teaching outline. and illustration and a taped song 
to he learned or intermediate age children. 

Send all to Office Secn,tarv. Church o!Thrist ffnnp!,, lA>tl. 
P.O. Box 472, lndep,,ndence, Mo. 640,,l. Slide projectors and tap<: players 
are not 

We provide a Sermon-hy-tape service. There is no charge for th,· 
issuing of a eassPtte tap<' on a loan basis. Write to tlw AVVAA Com
mittee, Church of Christ. 2929 E. Siesta LariP. Phoenix, Arizona 9:,02-1. 

Sl 'NDA Y SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

orders General Sunday S.·hool 
1Temple Lot!. P.O. Box !,:!. lndep,·ndenc,•. 

Primary. I i'-:o. l Childhood ol ,Jesus 1( lut of Print J 

Primary, Volum<' l, No. :!. ,Jesus· Ministr.v 10ut of Print! 
Primary. Volume I. No. :l, ,Jesus· Ministry con 't.. 
Primary. Volume No. ·l, Lit'.• of ,Jesus 
Church History -Juniors i:q µag,•s plus 

Teacht·r·s Guide)by Donna Moser. 
Th,:, Book in the Stone Box 1, pagPSI hy Viola Henning 
The Bibi<> GHm<· ""Who Am !'.'"" by !Joris Houskm•cht 
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{ No charge for singh~ box to a I .,oc.aJ Sunday School) 
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