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A Arpam

I walked dalong o rugged ledge-
The ledge was rough and steep,
1 was stumbling, almost falling
Into that cavern deep

I picked my way more slowly,
Dark came, 1 could not see,

When I heard a soft vaice calling,
He beckoned unto me.

"Walk straight chead and don't lock back,
Reach out and icke my hand.

I'll guide you over the rugged ledge

On to the solid ground.

"Now Go, my child, I've helped you o'sr
This cavern rough and steep.”

God helped me o'er to solid ground

He was with me in my slsep.

But then I know He's helped me through
So many frying times

I give Him thanks, T trust in Him.

He is my Lord divine,

Dorothy Burgin
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EDITORJAL

WHAT IS SIN?

The scripture is full of the teaching of the need of
humemkind fo repent of its sins and be forgiven them.
In a very limiled sense, perhaps, we enumercte o numn-
ber of things which we identily as being sinful; but in
its full scope what does the term sin actually mean?
Webster gives us several synonyms which may help
clarify in our understondings what sin involves. They
They are. trespass, unrighteousness, ungedliness, dis-
obhedience, inigquity, and transgression., (voluniary), of o
moral vrinciple, which may consist ©f corrmission or
ornisgio,

Reloiing this to the will and commaondments of God,
who ic the author or ail moral principles, all ethical
princtices, of all igl. ~ousness and himself the revea]
mert o all godliness, must we not conclude that vt
eree Tom ony of these is sin? That to thol exter
tho a7 part of cur thought or action ie out of perfect
hee -y with the will of Go, Tor we vho have the

sty and theraiore the obligoiion lo learn what
. 1o that extent are wo ant still in o way of

~ink and feel
Jued are unoc-
wlors u-e sepiabio into
m; sven tho gh lgioronoe @ 0 cbsolve us

frorn guill, as such, I com never make us cccepioble
irle fe kingdom undl we turn away from and let go

Suproege fnore ore wmings Gial e
and do that we Lonestly nave not ¢
ceptarle o God, and iar

his kirngoeo

e

those thoughts ond practices. Is this notwhat repeniancs:
is? Not only 1o be remorseful aboul but to cease irom
that which is contrary io the way of righteousness?
Christ came to the world for the purpose of saving it
from sin; how, if not on the basis of repentace, the
ceasing of, {o save it from sinning? Repentace means
o change, turn away from, Webster gives, sorrow for,
with amendment of ways. Thus it is taught by the
eoripture, see Ezekiel 18:26-30, Luke 3:3-14. If we are
o become members of God's pure kingdom we must
become o pure people, Malachi 3:3, Acts 15:8-11, Titus
2:13-14, James 4:8, 1 John 3:1-6, for no unclean person
com enter there, Ephesicns 5:5.

Let us exarnine the synonyms of the word sin, see-
ing how they re.c e to the scripture teachings

Unrightecusnes: . ‘Let the wicked forsake his way,
cnd the unrightecus mam his thoughis: and let him
retirn unio the Lord, smd he will have mercy upon
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.”
Tsciah 55:7. “Know ve not that the unrighteous shall

"ot inherit the kingdom of God? . .. .. 1 Corinthicms
6:9 omd, Al unrighteousness is sin: . . .. 1 John
517,

Ungodliness: “And Enoch alse, the seventh from
Adomn, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord
cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execule
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judgment upon all, and to convince all that are un-
godly among them of all their ungodly deeds which
they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard
speeches which ungadly sinners have spoken cgainst
him.” Jude 14-15.

Tremsgression: “Whosoever committeth sin trans-
gresseth also the law: for sin is the iremsgression of
the law.” 1 John 3:4.

Trespass: And you hath he quickened, who were
dead in trespasses and sins;” Ephesians 2:1, "And
forgive us our irespasses as we lorgive those who
trespass against us .. .. . For if ve forgtve men their
respasses, who trespass against you, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you; but if ye forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your heavenly Father
forgive you your trespasses.”’ Matthew 6:13 and 16, LV.

Disobedience: “Let no man deceive you with vain
words: for because of these things cometh the wrath
of God upon thechildren of disobedience. Ephesions
5.6, “They profess that they know God; but in works
they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient,
and unto every good work reprobate.” Titus 1:16, “For
we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedi-
ent, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, liv-
ing in malice and envy, hatsful, and hating one oan-
ather.” Titus 3:3.

Iniquity: the dictionary gives the following syn-
nonyms for the word iniquity which are quite inform-
etive, and which also have scriptural backing.

Injustice: i. e. unjust, “When a wicked man dieth
his expectation shall perish; and the hope of an un-
just man perisheth.” Proverbs 11:7, "An unjust man
is an obominaton to the just: . .. .. " Proverbs 29:27,
“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of
templation, ¢nd reserve the unjust unio the day of
judgment o be punished.” 2 Peter 2:9.

Inequity, which comes from inequi a combination
{orm mecming, not equal; thus inequality: "Yet saith
the house of Isreal, the way the Lord is not equal.
Oh house of Isreal, are not my ways equal? are not
vour ways unequal? Therefore 1 will judge you, O
house of Isreal, every one according to his ways,
saith the Lord God. Repent, and turn yourselves from
all your tremsgressions; so iniquily {inequality?) shall
not be your ruin.” Ezekiel 18:28-30. "And there was o
strict commemd throuchout all the churches, that there
should be no persecution among them, that there
should be an squality among oll men; that they should
let no pride nor haughtiness disturb their peace;” Mos-
ieh 111152, “And it come to pass in the commencement
of the ninth yeor, Alma saw the wickedness of the
~hurch, and he saw also that the example of the church
began to lead those who were unbelievers, on from
one plece of iniquity to cmother, thus bringing on the
destruction of the people; Yea, he saw great inegual-
ity among the people, some lifting themselves up with

their pride, despising others, turning their backs upon
the needy, omd the naked, and those who were hun-
gry, ond those who were athirst, and those who were
sick and afflicted. Now this was o great cause of lam-
entations among the people, while others were abasing
themselves, succoring those who stood in need of their
succor, such os imparting their subsicnce o the poor
and neady; feeding the hungry; end suffering oll man-
ner of afflictions, for Christ's sake, who should come
according to the spirit of prophecy, looking forward
to that day, thus retaining o remission of heir sins.”
Almo 2:1820, “And there was no inequality cmong
them, for the Lord did pour out his spirit on «ll the
face of the land, to prepare the minds of the children
of man, or to prepare their hearts to receive the word
which should be taught among them ot the time of
his coming.” Alma 11:26, “And thus we see how great
the inequality of man is because of sin and trans-
gression, and the power of the devil, which comes by
the cunning plans which he hath devised to ensnare
the hearts of men.” Alma 15:50, "For behold the beasts
of the field, and the fowls of the air, and that which
cometh of the earth, is ordained for the use of man,
for food, and for rainment, and that he might have in
abundance, but it is not given that one man should
possess that which is above another; Wherefore the
" Rook of Commandmenis
chepter 52:19-20, see also chapter 40:19-22.

In our opening siatement of Webster's definitions
it was soid that transgression could be commission
or ormmission, This too is of scripeua] basis, "Therefore
to him that knoweth to do good, cnd doeth it not,
1o him it is sin.” James 4:17.

These are by no means all the scripture that could
be brought to bear upon this subject, but sufficient o
give something of the scope of that which sin is. It is
as King Beniamin said, "And finally, 1 can not tell you
all the things whereby ye maoy commit sin: for there
are divers ways cnd means, even so many, that |
commnot number them. But this much | cam tell yvou, that
if ve do not watch yourselves, and your thoughts, end
your words, and vour deeds, and observe io keep the
commandments of God. and continue in the faith of
what you have heard concerning the coming of our
Lord, even unto the end of your lives, ye must perish.
And now, O man, remember, and perish net” Mosiah
2:48-50.

Does it all make hops seem futile? Let us not forget
the forgiving love of our God, ” . .. . . for I will forgive
their iniquity, and 1 will remember their sin no more.”
Jeremich 31, 34, "'But if the wicked will turn from all his
sing that he hath commitied, and keep oll my stalutes,
and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely
live, he shall not die. All his tramsgressions that he
hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto
him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall
live,” Fzekiel 18:21.22, "For 1 will be merciful to their
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unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities,
will I remember no more.” Hebrews 8:12, "If we con-
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from «ll unrighteousness.” 1
John 1:9, “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and
not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole
world.” ibid 2:2, “Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that he loved us, omd sent his Son to be the
propitiction for our sins.” ibid 4:10. And propitiation
mecns, to moke an atonement for.

We cll have sinned and fallen short, Romans 3:23,
but God showed his love for us that while we were yet
sinners Christ died for us, through whom we have re-
ceived the atonement, Ibid 5:8 & 11, ond through his
blood we receive the remission of our sins, for he is
just and the justifier of those that believe in Jesus, Ibid
3:24-26.

A S

WHAT ABOUT TODAY?

In studying the ecarly Church history, (1830-33), I
was struck with the abundomce of spiritual activity
during this time period. The flood of spiriual blessings
poured upon those early saints sometimes mokes me
envious of their situation. As a young boy growing
up in the Church, I recall many times when there was
an abundonce ofthat same spirit. In comparison, the
spiritual activity in the Church today is but a small
resemblance to that of the earlier pericd. That is not
to say that the Church is spiritually dead, for we know
that it is not. There cre times when the Holy Ghost
has moved upon individuals and upon meetings, but
soldom with the frequency and intensity that onee was
common in the Church. Where once we received
revelations with a “thus saith the Spirit”, today we
regeive "admonitions” of he Spirit. That's like sitting
down for a big steak dinner ond someone serving
you a bologna sandwich.

Many times [ have asked myself why? What has
changed between ourselves and God? Since we be-
lieve in an unchanging God, one who is the same
today as vesterday, 1 must conclude that WE have
chemged. Somehow we have become undeserving of
the obundant Spiritual blessings of our heavenly
father. Perhaps with the abundance of material bless-
ings we, as a Church ond as a nation have enjoved,
have not felt the need of a strong dependency on God.
Perhaps we have taken for gromted that if we work
we eat, if we work we have a home, a car, etc. Because
we eat well and have the warmth ond comfort of o
home, with good clothing efc., we are healthy and have
no needs or wants, If this is our situation today, if in
our subconscience minds we have dallowed this idea
to germinate and grow, then our Sunday worship be-
comes o falge front, covering the trus confidence we
harbor within our hearts in the material things sus-

taining our lives, which are products of our own labor
in the society in which we live,

We must begin to ask ourselves, o what do we
bend our efforts? What is our purpose in this life?
What do we hope to accomplish during that brief peri-
od of time from birth to death? To every person bormn
into this world there is a time oppointed to depart
from it, whether it is a period of 20.30, 50-70 vears or «
longer period, this life is but o short journey. Do we
concern ourselves only with the problem of sustaining
life? Are we to sirive for the material things, to gain
comfiort, health, and happiness, or is there o greater
purpose?

That these same questions perplexed the minds of
those who have gone on before us in different periods
of history, con be seen by studying the teachings in
the Bible ond the Boock of Mormon. A good example
is found in the Book of Mormon 1st Chapter, Second
Book of Nephi, Verse 101 through end of Chapter. Also
in the Book of Alma, Chopter 19, verse 8] through end
of chapter. Verse 84 is especially clear as to this peri-
od of time between birth and death. "And thus we see,
that there was o time gromted unto mom, to repent, yea
o probationary time, a time to repent and serve God.”

I have heard of a number of people who believe
that there is only this life, that there is no life after
death. But the scriptures teach otherwise. Those who
have searched ond followed after the teachings of
Christ, and those who followed the pleadings of the
prophets in the Old Testoment times, even back to
the beginning of fime, found that there was to be life
after death and departure from this world, That this
period of existance on ecorth was to be a ime to pre-
pare oneself for that life after death is conceded by
almost all students of Christicmity: although there are
a multitude of theories as to how this preparation was
or is to be accomplished.

I sometimes wonder if we of the Church of Christ
consider the requirements of this period in their proper
perspective. Entangled, as we are, in the web of our 3o~
ciety today, we are swept along in the general ide of
things. One is judged today by his or her accomplish-
ments in the material world, not by the sincerity of
their righteousness. It would seem that we have plac-
ed a greater emphasis on the material things in thislife,
placing our spiritual activities in o secondory position.
In so doing we have begun io swiich our treasures
from heavenly ones, to material ones. Then Satan has
been somewhat successful in turning our devotion to
Christ towerd a devotion to worldly things, This then
becomes o fullfillment of a prophecy made by Christ,
that in the last davs the love of memy should wax cold.

We are well schooled in the basic principles of the
Gospel of Christ, the principles of faith, repentence,
boptism, the laying on of hands for the receiving of
the Holy Ghost. Perhaps its like the study of that
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mathematical science, Algebra; While we con leamn
the laws and working of this science, it is hard to put
them fo use in our daily life. For instance, let us take
the principle of faith. Faith is o form of trust or reli-
cnce in God, vet we rob from that reliance in God by
placing our trust for our daily needs in our own abil-
ities, or trusting to the workings of our society. Then
look ot the principle of baptism; we are o bury the
old person in the waters of baptism, and o new per-
son is to come forth. If we retain the characteristics of
the old person, the old habits eic., we negate the ac-
tion ioken when we walked down into the waters of
baptism. In doing so we halt the growth of thot new
person.

Perhaps the most neglecied principle of the Gospel
is that of repeniance. To many, repeniance is being
sorry that one has committed sin, but it is more than
just o one ime condiion of sorrow, it is o growing thing,
that brings us o abhor the comitting of sin. True re-
pentace is not only recognizing one'’s facults and be-
ing sorry of comitting them, but it becomes o growing
determination never to walk in that path of sin. Re-
pentance is not confined to that initial act of turning
from « life of sin to a life of serving Christ, but rather
becomes a daily thing. It is by this principle of repent-
ance that we are able to endure unio the end.

The point I'm frying to bring forth here may best
be described as o lack of tolal commitment. The reo-
son we find ourselves in o lukewarm condition is be-
couse we are not totally committed to God's work and
the Gospel of Christ, What purpose drove us io enter
the waters of baptism? Was it because we knew this
was the pathway of salvation, or was it o gense of
duty instilled within us by our parenis? What drives
us now in the practice of our religion? Is it o sense
of duty, o means of answering our conscience?, or
is it an act of love??? These are questions we must
cnswer ourselves, and to ourselves. We may put up
o front to others, but we know the truth and therefore
we cannot e to ourselves,

Whatever the cnswers may be, we know what
action must be, ond that is o tolal committment to Christ
cnd his work, Matt, 22:37, "Jesus sald unto him, thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with dll thy heart, and
with oll thy soul, ond with oll thy mind.” The word
"all” is just cnother way of saying total. Alsc notice
this from Luke 16:13, "No servant can serve two mas-
ters; for etther he will hate the one, or love the other;
or else he will hold to the one, and despile the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

Luke 18:18: "And a ceriain ruler asked him soving
Good Master, what shall 1 do to inherit eterncd life?
And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good?
None is good, save one, that is GBod. Thou knowest
the commomdments. Do not commit adultery, Do not
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour
thy father and thy mother. And he said, ol these have

I kept from my youth up. Now when Jesus heard these
things, He sald unio him, Yet lackest thou one thing:
sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the poor, and
thou shalt have treasures in heaven: and come, follow
me. And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful:
for he was very rich.”

This is a remorkable example of what I'm trying
o bring to vour attention. Notice that the “ruler’ had
obeyved ol the "thou shalt do's” and thou “shalt not
do's”, but yet he was lacking in one thing, TOTAL
COMMITMENT! He was willing to abide dll the laws
so long as they did not interfere with his normal way
of life, so long as he could retain his “Material” bless-
ings. When it was recuired of him to commit him-
sell totally to following Christ, he turned away in sor-
row. He could not give up his material treasures for
treasures in heaven.

Relfering back to the reference 1 gave in the Book
of Alma, chapter 19, verse 84, we find not only are we
to repent but we are also 1o serve God. In the past 40
vears that I can recall, it appears the Church has in-
dulged in the proactice of “theology’ and "idealology”,
the science of theory and ideas. Perhaps there have
been times in the history of mom when this type of
activity was usefull and productive, but we are in a
pericd of ime where the use of these sciences will not
provide the resullts necessary to prepare us for the
coming of Christ. It is ime we begin to work with
reclity.

The true "real” facts thot lie before us todoy is of
such great importance to our salvation thot we dare
not ignore them. The gospel of repeniance in which
1 include Faith, Baptism, ond the Laying on of Hands,
is of course cur prime requirement in the plon of sal-
vertion; but there is more to consider along with them.
Obedience 1o all his commoandments is cn inherent
part of that plon of salvation also, It is through obedi-
ence that we come into the service of God.

While it is one thing o accept the Gosral of Christ
and Hs teachings, it is quite omother thing o be
folally committed to the work God hos instituted in
desire to give the impression, that I am more commiited
thon any of you, but I do say we, as a church, are not
totally commited to the work God has instituted in
these last days. We ol prune our own vinevard ond
neglect the vineyard of the Lord.

We are now in the last davs, «ll too soon will
the ability 1o rely on this zociety’s abund-mce be
taken from us. Our comparatively easy woy of life
we've enjoyed these past 5080 vears, is st fading
away., We are on the brink of o very frighths. new era
in our history, one which promises to breck the pride-
ful spirit that hos woven lis woay into our heorls, o
period of time that will greatly tox our foith, that will
trv every fibre of our physical ond spirituad being.

These questions plague my mind, Will we awaken
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in time io prepare ourselves? Can we lay aside the
things of this world and pick up on the things per-
taining to the Lord's work? Can we moake our vineyard
ond the Lord's vineyord one cnd the same???

Your Brother in the Family of God
Jjoseph F. Smith

Rt. #1, Box 100A

Hoseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629

et

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

We know not the hour or exact time our Lord is
coming to earth again the second time to claim His
kingdom and rule the world, yet on every hand the,
newspapers, T. V. , radioc and common talk, we see
the signs of His second coming. Men in high places
of our government, and world wide governments are
frying to blind our eves to these evenis and crying
pecce, peace when there is no peace. The terrible
unrest and turmoil of our world grows daily until pec-
ple know not which way to turn or whom to believe.
We dall should be turing to God and hoave more
foith that He is still the ruler and finisher of our soul's
sclvation,

The Bible fortells what the signs of His coming
are to be in the boock of Revelations, chapter 15
through 18, when man's freedoms will be iaken from
him. Those that have eves to see let him read, and
sars to hear, hear and obey. This is the time of the
devil cnd he will have power over us unless we furn
completely to God and irust Him and His promises.
God's power is stronger and we must tune our hearts
and minds to that still small voice that will lead and
direct us in God's way and pcath. We must repent
and turn away from our sins lest we fall prey io thal
evil power. It is so cunning that the Bible states
that even the elect can be fooled. We must want to
be a people whom God can accept for when that
awful day arrives to full fruition neither rich nor poor
will be able to buy or sell unless the mark of the
beast, the Devil, be in our forehead or right hand.

1 for one believe what God has said and His prom-
ises stondeth sure for those that place themselves
completely in His care. He fed the righteous in Bible
times when trouble come upon them, with manna from
Heaven daily ond the day may come when os o
people will have to be fed monna in order to sustain
life. He is a kind, loving Father and will not see His
people suffer needlessly.

It was for this purpose of reclaiming His own that
He sent the Gospel to earth again back in the 1820's.
It was to give those that would listen the power o
read oright what was to come to pass; also a way of
life to draw us closer to Him. He wanis us to serve
Him because we love Him not from fear. I have found
through the yecrs that the Gospel Restored is the only

means that brings peace and comfort that the world
knows not,

The Gospel, for ol its simplicily, grows more
beautiful cmd wonderful each passing day. The very
simplicity of it makes it possible for even a child to
understond and that was onother reason God made
it so,

1 was taucght this glorious Gospel in my youth by
parenis who loved it too and gave their lives that it
might be preached o hose who are hungering for
truth and righteousness, and then in later years as |
grew 1o maturity by the blessed spirit of God. I could
not doubt that He is, or that He is a rewarder of those
that earnestly seek Him.

He is very real io me and although I make sc
momy mistakes, He has preserved my life many fimes
because of His mercy. At imes, and more often than
not, I'm unable to reveal to others what is in my heart,
but He always knows and for that I love Him.

There's o song I love io sing, “Jesus is Always
There”, and « truer statement was never made. Never
in oll my sixty-nine yvears of life have | found Him
farther away than a sincere heartfelt prayer. Prayer
to me is like o telephone wire passing from me to Him
by which I can iadk with Him to tell Him my joys
and sorrows, but mostly to be able to praise His High
cnd Holy Noame.

] have felt for sometime that | must bear my test-
mony of God's goodness to me and mine, to give the
reason for the hope that lies deep within me. Life
for me has been o struggle and oft times the load
seemed burdensome and hard io bear. 1 have not
born myv task very well at times but rather have com-
plained about my lot in life o great deal. I know He
doesn't give us a greater burden that we, through His
help, are able to bare. He has heard my cries in my
secret closet mony times and He has given me the
added strength 11 needed to bear these burdens. [ pray
daily for strength that I needed to bear these burdens.
1 pray daily for strength ¢ be irue to the covenant
I made in the waters of baptism over sixtey years ago.
1 falter emd stumble so many times vet God in His mer-
cy reaches out to me lest I fadl, when I go to Him in
deep, sincere prayer. Those prayers oftimes caren't
canswered like I would want, but I've tried 1o say and
mean it with my whole heart and soul, "Not my will
but Thine, oh Lord.”

Just recently 1 had to pass through one of the sev-
crest trials of my life, and I know, of assurety, had it

not been for His love and mercy 1 would not be here
today. 1 have pondered oft why He has spored my
life numbers of fimes as He has over the vecars, bui
He knows why and that is enough for me to know.
There must be some work for me vet o do for Him —
1 know not what it is,
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My wish and desire has always been that my life
would set a shining example by which I could point
others o the Master's feet. [ want 1o be « light
that illumines ond not o tempest that destroys for
those ] meet in my onward way of life. My Dad used
to say he would rather see « sermon thon hear one
ony day exemplified by the lives led by people he
came in contact with. Aften all what we really are is
what counts with God. If by our lives we con show
a better way to our fellow man what greater gift can
we give to our Lord than souls won to Him.

May my life be so lived that it uplifts and not
pel restored is true, and if we obey and follow His
if T caused canother to stumble and fall because I
failed to be true to God oand His commandments, by
the life I had led when I had been taught the better
life through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

I'm not a religicus fanatic, but I do know the Gos-
pel restored is true, and if we obey ond follow His
commandments we will be a happy and blessed peo-
ple. His promises are true., The peace thot it brings
into our lives is something the world cannot under
stand.

Most religions, we see all about us ioday, do not
bring this lasting peace nor give comfort for very long
for those who espouse them. They only further con-
tuse omd add to the turmoil of our times. Those that
cling to those so-called religions soon find there is no
lasting comfort no strong rod of iron or rock to sustain
them, They aren’t bad people; they are just misled
and unable to discern the true spirit of God. The Devil
has power over them and moke them believe it is
God'’s spirit that is leading them. The Devil isn't above
telling o few truths to get people io believe one lie
Therefore these people have no lasting or firm found-
afion upon which to stand in times of siress and dis-
aster, The Restored Gospel gives «a firm foundation to
those that believe and not hear only, but to do the
Angel message delivered again to earth over o hun-
dred years ago. If it was not true, why should sc
many be frying to ape the Gospel when they have
no authority to do so. They decieve the children of
men ond lead them into paths that eventually will
destroy.

{ heard a wonderful sermon Sunday, March 13,
wherein the testing ond disceming of spirits was
taught not by the precepts of men, but from the Holy
Scriptures, he Bible cand Book of Mormon. This sermon
showed us where to lock for the pattern God had set
up for man to know the truth, By prayer we'll be given
the power to tell which spirit is which — be it of Ged
or the Devil, Thank God for His guidonce.

May God bless each and every one cnd may God
the Father and Jesus Christ His son give strength
and power to those who diligently seek Him, is my
prayer. May our love for one another grow deeper

and shine forth into the dark places of the world. Time
is so short; His work must hasten and if we won't do
it God will raise up a people who will, I want fo be
with His flock, don't yvou?

Your Sister in Gospel Bonds,
Edna R. Smith

A TESTIMONY

At the age of nine years old I was baptized and
became o member of the Reorganized Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints. | was a faithful member
of that church until 1925, It was then I learned about
the president of the church being given supreme direc-
tional control over the affairs of the church. 1 also
learned he held high office in a prominent secret order
and that he was encouraging the young men of the
church to join this secret order also. This, I believe,
to be wrong. 1 had been tought that secret orders wera
Wrong.

I was taught that a temple would some day be
built in Independence, Missouri on o certain spot
which had been dedicated for that purpose but ot the
present time the Hedrickites owned the ground. One
doy at church one of our missionaries said in his ser.
mon the temple did not have to be built on this cer-
tain spot of ground which had been dedicated for
that purpose. He said the church could build the tem-
ple anywhere on o large acreage of land which they
owned.

As 1 continued to attend church 1 learned the
church was teaching many things which were con-
trary to the way they tought when I was younger.
All this coused me great concern, worry cnd discour-
agement. It made me heartsick. I often praved and
wept because the church I had thought was so won-
derful had chemged som much.

About this time, I begin receiving the “"Torch of
Truth” edited by James E. Yates. The more I read
the more ceriain 1 felt the church was falling into
apostasy.

Then one day I heard the church had put up o
large tent in which to hold a conference which was
only «a short distance from where we lived, At first
I had no intentions of aitending. Then we heard that
a man by the name of Poul Hanson would be there
and that he did not approve of many things the church
was teaching. So I decided to attend some of the
meetings as [ thought he might say something which
would be worthwhile.

One day ot a prayer meeting Paul Hemson and
two elders were in chorge. Paul Honmsen sat be-
tween the two others. As 1 looked ot the three men
I wished there was some way | could know if Hon-
son was nearer in the right than the others, As T was
thinking these thoughts, immediately the light in the
tent darkened, not real dark but more like twilight,
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I heard a voice which came over my right shoulder
say, “Loock, see how much more Hanson is in the
light than the others.” As [ locked, I saw the darkness
had net surrounded him; it was as it had been before
the twilight darkness came. Then, the same voice spoke
again “Look, see he is not wholly in the light either?”
Then the same twilight darkness surrounded him also.
Within o few minutes it was light cgain as this hap-
ened in midday. I felt very certain Honson was near-
er in the right than the others but I did not understand
the mecaning that he was not wholly in the light sither.
As time passed and Hanson continued to officiate
in that church, I understood.

The next day I did not attend church but stayed
home and wrote a letter to my mother telling her how
very sure | was that the church was in darkness, As
I wrote, | had several of the Torch of Truth
papers in front of me and I was quoting from them, A
thought came to me, what if I convinced my mother
the things I wos quoting from the papers were true,
then I should leamn they were wrong. At this moment,
the same voice I had heard the day before said, "They
are not wrong, they are right” 1 then felt certain the
words 1 was guoting from the Torch of Truth were
right.

A year or more after this, my husband and I ot
tended the R. L. D. S. church as one of the apostles
was to speak that day, During his sermon, he had
this to say, "I just received word a mon who once
was o faithful missionary in the R, L. D. S. church
has died. This man left the true church and joined
cnothed faction of the restoration. By doing this he
had sinned against the Holy Ghost. There was no
forgiveness for this sin, therefore, this mon's soul was

lost forever.” 1 thought how terrible this was. Later
that day, a sister in the church asked me if [ knew
who the apostle was talking abowt? 1 said, “No I do
not.” She said it was Demniel Macgregor, 1 really did
not know who Doniel Macgregor was but it continued
to trouble me as I couldn’t help but feel sad that o
person would sin against the Holy Ghost,

A few days later, I went out to the mailbox o gst
eur mail. The Torch of Truth was there, As [ stood
there by the mailbox, 1 wondered what the paper
would have to say, so tore the wrapper off and open-
ed the paper. There on the front poge was the pic-
ture of o man ! had never seen before. As I locked,
the some voice which had spoken tc me before said,
"This was a man of God.” As 1 looked at that pic-
ture, great joy and peace came over me. | knew for
certain ] was looking of the picture of a man who
really lived on this earth. Then my glance lowered
and there below the picture were the words as I re-

member them "'Doniel Macgregor, an Apostle of the
Church of Christ, is dead.” You con hardly imagine
how I felt. I was very ceriain this man was truly a man
of God, ond that he had not sinned against the Holy
Ghost,

In 1930 Brother Wheaton came to our home and
told us more about the Church of Christ. It was then that
1 ond several others joined the Church of Christ. This
was over 40 vears ago ond 1 have never regretted
joining the Church of Christ. I feel even though the
Church of Christ is small ond we have improvements
to make, we are the greaiest Church on earth because
we are Christ's Church.

Your Sister in Christ,
Sybil Ely
Circa 1973

YAHVEH

The Hebrew conception of Yahveh, later interpre-
ted as Jehova, waos that he was one supreme being.
Refore that, it was thought that there were momy gods.

Yohveh was, to the Hebrew, o spiritual person. He
was righteous, ond expected his people to be right-
eous. He created the universe for the use of maom, but
from the beginning man was disobedient and sinful.

Yohveh was a just God, dispensing reward for
obedience and punishment for disobedience. Though
he was a God of “righteous wrath” vet he was o
kind, loving father.

Yohveh was allpowerful. He ruled the destinies
of men ond notions, according o his will and pur-

pose,

Yahveh mony iimes made covenants with his peo-
ple, thus suggesting that he was not  unapproachable.
He dalso let his very own nature be known io some
men, sspecially, they believed, Abroham, Isaac ond
Jercob,

The prophets ond other spiritual men of that time
emphasized the importonce of accepting the One ond
Only Yohveh, Thevy tcught explicitly against poly-
theism ond idolatry. They also warned against non-
belief in a God ot dll; against athelsm as we call it
today.

Christicmity’s concept of God is in agreement with
the Hebrew concept of Yahveh or Jehova.

When all the inspired prophecies are fulfilled the
Hebrew people the Jews, indeed all the Household of
Tereal will accept the fact that Jesus Christ ig the Son
of God!

— Evalena Sille
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A MODERN DAY MIRACLE

Due to unfavorable employment condifions in
Michigan, 1 went to work in a booming town named
Gillette, Wyoming. My wife, Jonice Pinder, stayed
in Mt. Morris, Michigan. I worked in Gillstte for about
four months. During that period | met Jonice omd my
family in Independence, Missouri, for the church con-
ference. On Saturday, April 3, 1982, Jomice was bap-
Hzed. We stoyed with Brother ond Sister Morris and
had a chance to visit with many members of the
church there. My wife and fomily then visited me in
Gillette. After they left to return to Michigan, [ work-
ad for about two more weeks.

One morning [ awoke and felt 1 should return
home to Mi Morris, On my way home I suffered a
nervous breakdown while driving. The Wyoming
sheriff patrol arrested me for reckless driving.

While in jail, Brother Leighten-Floyd administered
o me. My wife and father returned to Gillette to toke
me home o Flushing, Michigon. After three days on
the road, we met with Apostle Jensen who administer-
ed to me. There was a bad bruise on my leg and it
healed almost immediately. 1 slept restfully that night
for the first fime in severdal days. There was a call for
prayer throughout the church on my behalf.

Once we crrived ot Flushing, Jonice and I remain-
od with my parents, | was administered to by Brother
Fd Toulouse and Brother Podola and counseled by Bro-
ther Orville Eddy. I kept slipping in and out of acute
depression ond decided to admit myself to the hos-
pital, The first two weeks I became worse. My broth-
ergin-law, Raymond Bunch ond John Monroe, visited
me and called for prayer in their churches. Brother
Max Lee wisited me in the hospital and administered
io me several Hmes during my stay, Michigaon reun-
ion was held two weeks after my admittance to  the
hospital ond much prayer was given on my behall
From that paint on 1 steadily improved. Two weeks
after reunion, 1 wos discharged from the hospital,

One year has passed and my docior described
my recovery os remarkable. Only God knows why 1
was token ill. Only much prayver and administration
made it possible to recover.

Some Brothers and Sisters never have to go through
a trial. They are truly blessed, Others only have one
or two iricls. Some are constantly tried and we know
not why. I don't know exactly why our family went
through this trial. But I now have increased faith and
a comprehension of how important prayer is for our
nation and for psople in need of prayer. I feel 1 was
prepared io help others out from the grasp of depres-
sion.

The most important thing today is o prepare for
the millinium and “let all thy doings be unto the Lord,
cur thought directed unto the Lord, our affections of the

heart be placed upon him forever and counsel the
Lord in all thy doings, ond he will direct thee for
good.” (Alma 17:69) Thank vou for your prayers and
1 will remember you.

Emery D. Pinder
Flint Local

WHY DON'T YOU WRITE A
BOOK OF MORMON?

QOccaosionally, you hear someone say, 1 could
believe your docirine of [ just didn't have to swallow
the story about Joseph Smith being a prophet of God,
and that he translated the Book of Mormon from some
golden plates which he claimed he found in « hillside.”
Lot us consider some facts or conditions that must be
complied with in order for you to produce a similar
record under comparable conditions.

1. You must be between 23 and 24 vyears of age.

2. You cannot be o college graduate, In fact, yvou
com have only three vears of formal schooling,

3. You must write a history of an cncient country,
such as Tibet, covering a pericd from 800 BC. to
421 A.D.

4, You must write a book with 102 chapters, 25
of them about wars, 10 about history, 21 about proph-
ecy, 32 obout doctrines, 5 obout missionaries, and 9
about the mission of Christ.

5. You must include in your writings the history
of two distinct ond separate nations; along with his-
tories of different contemporary nations or groups of
people.

8. Your writings must describe the religious econom-
ic, social, and political cultures ond institutions of
these two nations.

7. You must weave into yvour history the rsligion
of Jesus Christ ond the pattern for Christion living,

8, When vou start to produce his record, covering
a period of over 2000 vears, you must finish it in op-
proximately 80 days.

9, When you have finished, you musi not make
any changes in the text. The first edition must stemd
forever, (this does not include grammatical errors, elc.)

10. Your history or record must be long, approxi-
mately 770 pages with about 350 words per page.

11, You must add 180 proper nouns to the English
lomguage, (Williaom Shokespeare added 30).

12. Your narrative must fulfill Bible prophecies,
even in the exact monner in which it shall come forth,
to whom given, ond its purposes ond cccomplish-
ments.

13. You must include with the record itself this
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marvelous promise, “And when ve shall receive
these things, [ would exhort you that ve would ask
God, the Eternal Father, in the name of Christ, if these
things are not true; and if ve shall ask with a sincere
heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will
manifest the truth of it to vou, by the power of the
Holy Ghost.”

14, Tens of thousands must bear record that they
know the record to be trus, beccuse they put the prom.
ise to the test, the truth was maonifested to them by the
the power of the Holy Ghost,

15, There can be no flaw, whatever, in the entire
book, (Except in grammar, or in other errors of mon
in transcribing,etc.)

16. Your descriptions of the cultures in these civil-
izations of which vou will write about is not known
when you publish your momnuscript.

17.Yet, vou must not make omy absurd, impossible
or contradictory statements,

18. Even so, many of the facts, ideas and state-
ments given us as true in your record must be entirely
inconsistont, even the direct opposite of the prevail-
ing belisf of the world. Yet verv little is even claimed
to be known about these civilizations and their 2000
vear history.

19. You must invite the ablest scholars and experts
to examine the text with care. You must sirive diligent-
ly o see that yvour book gets into the hands of ail those
most eager to prove it a forgery and who are most
competant to expose any flaws in it

20. After over 150 yeors of extensive analysis, no
claim or fact in the book is disproven, but all are vin-
dicated. Other theories and ideas as to its origin,
rise emd fall, leaving vour claims as the only possible
ones.

21, Thorcugh investigation, scientific evidence and
archaeological discoveries for the next 150 plus veors
must verily your claims and prove even the minutest
details of your of vour history to be perfectly true.

22. Three honest, accreditable witnesses must testi-
fy to the whole world that an angel from heaven ap-
peared to them ond showed them the ancient records
from which vyou claim your record was translated,

23. Fight other witnesses must testify to the world
that they saw the ancient records in broad daylight
and that they hondled them and felt the engraving
thereon.

24 The first three and the second eight wilhesses
must bear their testimony, not for profit or gain, but
under great personal sacrifice ond severe persecu-
ion, even to their death,

. 25 You must find someone to fincnce your bock
with the undersionding that he or vou will never re-

celve any monetary remuneration from it. You must
sell the book at cost or below.

26. Finally, after suffering persecution and revile-
ment for 20 years after you finish the book, you must
give, willingly, vour own life for your testimony that
the record is of God.

Condensed from "Community Observer” January
3, 1980.

OKLAHOMA NEWS

Summertime is becutifull The birds, the flowers,
and becutiful trees speck of life. Some of you are in
the “summertime” of your life. The children, vour
home, and vour church family ol #t into your life in
a way thot specks of happiness. Glory in and be
thankful for the "summertime” of vyour life. Life is
fleeting and it will scon be "fall.”

Sunday, March 13, found our little group ot Mike
and Barbara Maortin's home, Brother Fromk Fonn gave
the sermon. "Truth Changes Things.” Truth, as the
world understands it, changes, But, God's word does
n't change. Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.” (St. John 8:32) God ex-
pects us to believe the truth that is in the Bible and
Book of Mormon and we must be men and women of
truth. We must act in o truthful momner,

Sunday, March 27, found us meeting in the Elwell
home. Brother Loarry Beem gave the opening prayer.
He asked the Lord to help us be ready and willing
listeners. We continue our study of church history.
Our voung people ond the children are willing par-
ticipecmts. We were blessed with having Elder Benny
Case from Wichita, Kemsas with us. Sincethiswas Sun-
day we held our sacrament service, he and Brother
Larry conducted this service. Our prayer and testi-
mony service was an especially good one. Greg El-
well, age 4, praved for his baby brother, saying, “Help
our baby.” Christie Beem, a few vears older, prayed,
"Bless the people «at conference.” Everyone sang,
"How Great Thou Art"” as we closed this part of the
service. Brother Benny spoke the sermon. He asked
us not to quibble over doctrine, So often we create
God in our own image. We are a team. We have to
work as a team and work together to help others. Ask
the Lord to help us love one cmother and to help us
correct our differences so we can have unity. Good
sermon, Benny.

Easter Sunday, when everyone who could gather-
ed in Independence to worship, found part of our
group ot the Frank Fomn home in Texas. The Easter
story was the basis for this worship service.

Bpril 10 was a glorious, sunshiny day, The Beem
home was readied for our worship services. As it turn-
ed out, vour reporter ond the Beem family worshiped
together. This included, Phillip Beem, who has mov-
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od to Oklahoma recently. I had heard Brother Larry
mention Sundays when just a few met together in con-
trast with a living room jammed wih people. Even
though we were few in number, Christie’s pretty voice
sang, “'Tell Me the Story of Jesus,” and Brother Larry
preached one of his very best sermons. You would
have thought he was preaching to an cuditorium full
of people. We were important to Brother Larry and
we are important to the Lord. His sermon title was:
"ove Lifted Me.” How can we help one another?
Do not offend vour friends or brother. Treat them
with loving kindness. Our purpose in life is o save
our souls and to help others save their souls. Brother
Larry closed the service as he prayed, "I pray that
not one of us be lost, I ask of You this day, waich over
us, be our constamt companion and friend. 1 ask these
things in His nome, Amen.”

Tony ond Louise Grzincic visited with us the last
part of April. Bother Tony preached another excellent
sermon with the theme: "Be vye therefore perfect.”
After baptism, we have new goals, naw purpose, and
we are new individuals, More knowledge ond more
understanding brings spiritual growth. Strive for per-
foction. We always are inspired to be a beiter person
after listening o Brother Tony.

Mother's Day, May 8, we met in the Beem home
and Brother Larry had the sermon. He reminded us io
live our lives so it can be a monument to our heaven-
ly Father, Our guest this special day was my daughter,
Marilyn. The rest of the May Sundays were filled with
worship services, too.

June 5th, we were ot the Kimball home, Brother
Larry spoke on the coming of Christ, He reminded us,
aven though we are meeting in homes, the home is
our tabernacle. WBe should ireat our services with
respect, Our hope is that we will be like the five wise
virgins and have our lomps trimmed ond be ready to
go into the wedding feast. Be ready ot all times for the
coming of Christ,

June 25, we met in the Kimball home, Cur guesis
this becutiful sabbath day was Elder and Mrs. John
Farris of the RLDS Church, in El Reno, OK. Eric Scr-
ratt of Independence was also a guest. Brother Leary
used as his theme: "Blessed are the pure in heart for
they shall see God.” He used Galations 5:19-26 as
his madn scripture. "1 pray that each of us would know
Your will and be willing to walk in Your path.
Thank You for the privilege of embracing the gospel
of Christ, We pray that each of us will follow You and
not one be lost. 1 pray these things in Christ's noms,
Amen.” prayed Brother Larry as he closed our service.

We dll drove into Shownee ond ate Sunday din-
ner together at the restauramt. That was especially
nice for the ladies.

Alzada Massey, reporter

COLLINS LOCAL NEWS

Greetings again from the Collins Local. We have
slected our Sunday School officers for ancther year.
They are as follows: superintendent, Allen Kauffmon;
adult class teacher, Jack Martin; viung adult class,
Allen Kauffman; intermediate class, Norma Cook; pri-
mery class, Shawna Coberly; secretary, Betty Mar-
tin; treasurer, Shawna Coberly; and pianist, Leory
Shaw.

We had a nice program during the Sunday School
hour honoring our mothers and fothers May 8th.
Brother Oren Caviness gave the sermon afterward.
He spoke on how we "profess” to be Christions or
"profess’ Christ, etc. It follows that with dll this pro-
fessing we should be "professionals”! (Something to
think about.) He said oll craftsmen have their own set
of tools ond then listed four tools to use in God's work
that are adjustable to life. First is the mind. With or
without inspiration, the mind of man has been the
source of all advencement, Second is speech — the
index of the mind. (James 3:3-10) Third is the hoands.
Love can be expressed through a touch, a hand shake,
ste. Fourth is the feet. Ponder the path of thy feet
{Solomon) The feet will carry us where the mind directs
The tongue will express the thoughts ond the hands
will eagerly do the mind's dictates. The mind is the
greatest undeveloped tool we have as “professing”
Christicms, Plato said the first and best victory is to
conquer your self. And Paul said, let this mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus.

The camp for all ages was held at the Co-op in
Preston May 14th and 15th in spite of the rain and
cold, There was enough love radiated from the hecarts
of all those who attended to make up for the nasty
wecather, 1 think God was pleased wih the discussions,
songs and sermons that were held.

We dismissed services the last Sunday in May
so we might oll attend the Houston Rally. It was well
spent.

Brother Jack Martin spoke io us June 12th, He
spoke about Samuel the Lamanite, He saild he was a
favorite of his because of his great faith ond willing-
ness to serve. He gave two reasons as to why Samuel
was sent: 1. To save those who would be saved and
2. to condemn those who rejected him. They were
given opportunity to accept or reject his prophesies —
s0 are we given opportunity o accept or reject Christ's
teachings.

Brother Roland Sarratt was our guest specker June
19th. He spoke on chastisement, He used Job as an
example. Job was o good and just mom and vet was
chastised. (To chasten is to correct through punish-
ment or suffering: discipline: purify.) Job 34:31-32.
Don't dispise the chastening of the Lord, The Lord is
calling you to o high level of existence — to be
perfect. We all go through cerlain trials for a pur
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pose — io bring us closer to the Lord. (Discipline: pur-
ify.) Faith must be tried {used) or it won't increase —
much as the muscles in your arm must be exercised
or yvour crm will lose it's strength. Our obedience 1o
God encompasses all mankind, (Consider that last
line — a lot is being said there.)

On June 26th Brother Larry Shaw spoke to us, He
talked on things we have to tolerate, He listed TV and
even though you are careful of programs you select
there are still things you must tolerate. Drunk drivers
are iolerated, Homosexuality has become o political
power. Crime — we leam io absorb and tolercte it
along with economic problems. Stress and other scape-
goats are tolerated. Through all these changes has
the role of the church changed and is the church ful-
tilling its role? (Are we being lulled to sleep with «ll
this toleromce?) It's HOW we believe in that's import-
ant. And it's imporant to PRACTISE what you DO
believe,

My father-in-lew, Merl Kaulfman, has recently had
hip replacement surgery and is doing very well at
the present. He'll be rejoining us at church again very
so0n.

Also, T'd like to make mention of the Collins Rally.
It will be held Ociober 22nd AND 23rd with services
to begin at 10:00 A. M. Please come prepared not
just to stay both days, but to share in the Spirit of God
cnd o feast on His word as it's given.

Your reporter,
Czerma Keuffmon

GRAND JUNCTION GREETINGS

The blessing of little children is a very special
thing io witness, and we were honored o be present
on Mother's Day, when little Erin Larsen was given
a blessing to corry with her through life. How fitting
were the thoughts brought to us that day by Brother
Bob Ely, who was spending his first Mother's Day since
the decath of Sister Sybil Ely, last {all, She was so dili-
gent in teaching the gospel to her children and set for
them the good example of regular church attendance.
Mothers usually bear the greater burden of training
emd caring for the children. Although Eve's responsi-
bility was great, as the first mother, she is only men-
tioned four times in the Bible.

Sister Viclet Church hosted the May meesting of
the Uniled Workers, where we held o study and en-
joyed viewing all the nice things brought io shower
little Erin with,

Some notes from Brother John Bell's sermons; We
must not expect church growth at the expense of the
soul's welare; do not mistake meekness for weakness;
a gentlemon is a truly gentle man; there are some
fourletter words we should use regularly, such as
love, help, pray, weep; avoid unwholesome doc-

frine and the appecrance of evil; our lile within the
church develops step by step.

Those who attended the Colorade Reunion in June
received mony thoughis to ponder upon ifrom the
mestings. We gathered each morning in o prayer and
testimony meeting, with the sacrament being included
Sunday. The aofternoon and evening preaching ser-
vices were usually begun with a special musical num-
ber from our talented musicions. These servants of
the Lord brought us words to truly live by. Brother
Don Housknecht taught us the imporicnce of learning
o pray, how to pray, how o start o conversation with
the Lord, Brother Bob Oldham asked, "How much is
enough?..” Could we devote more time, prayer, or
monsy 1o further the gospel work? We heard in «
testimony from o dear brother, of his missionary trips,
of returning to a wife and fomily who had grown and
learned to monage without him. These dedicated men
sacrifice so much in order o go out among the psople
who are hungering for the gospel. Brother Richord
Wheaton repeated o thought which was voiced sev-
eral Himes, that we are babes in the gospel and must
exercise and arow in faith, to be stronger for the davys
cthead.

An illustration was used by Brother Hube Yates
to show us how sirong we could become if we could
cling to that Rod of Iron, ond tell people how much
we loved them and would like to share this glorious
gospel with them. The Glen Gill family from Ilinois,
graciously provided us with an hour of music with
o message, in place of the Saturday evening song
service, The words they brought o us spoke strongly
of devotion and love. Brother Don Mclndoo brought us
words from the scriptures which spoke strongly against
those who would not cherish the gospel and strive to
live righieocusly, and how they apply 1o us vet today.

A very happy ond wet congregation witnessed
the baptism of Brother Jack Bell on the final morning
of the reunion. His mother commented that it was
worth braving the radn. Jack lives in Houston, Texas,
emd brought with him o friend, Kevin, whom we hope
to see again.

We bid our friends goodbye with sadness, vet
with the thought that we will meet again with
great gladness next vear. Brother Don Mclndoo stayed
for o few days ond gave us o slide presentation of
the church people and scenery in Yucatom., Some
of his siories were humorous, ond we chuckled about
the crozy drivers and pitfalls of the road. Some stories
caused us io think deeply of the few elders there and
their tremendous dedicaiion o o people beset with
tricds ond hardship, of the children lost to disease, of
the extreme poverty of some families, of the ridicule
cmd presecution some suffer ot the hands of those who
oppose the gospel work there, Visitors with us thatnight
were Brother Bill and Sister Mcrtha Morris of Indepen-
dence, their son Willicm, and his friend Sheri L'Hom-
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medieu., Her last name is French ond means "mom

of God".

Some thoughts from Brother Harvey Bell: tell me
the old, old story, as there is nothing new under the
sun; the old song that tell of the girls who read the
Good Book Sunday and the Snappy Stories Monday;
“T've bought you boocks and read them to vou, and
stll you don't understand”, some preachers don't like
to preach obout Hell, but it's there just the same,

Grond Junction made the CBS evening news with
Don Rather, June 28, beccause of the flodding here. Cur
church members are in no danger ond view the re-
ceding waters with little trepidation, but for others
it gave o whole new meconing to the old song, Higher

Ground.

Our prayers have been answered in behall of
Brother Richard Wheaton's job situation, end now
Sister Jane Bell has asked us to remember her, that she
might obtain more gainful and satisfying employment.
Our pravers seem o be answered in so many ways,
so don't get discouraged.

Schocol is nearly upon us again, so take what little
time is left ond enjoy your children,

Becky Downs, reporter.

e s i LI

FROM THE “ELDERS JOURNAL”

{The following article is taken from the ELDERS
JOURNAL VOL. 1 NO. 3 published at Far West, Miss-
ouri, July 1838. The ELDERS JOURNAL was on early
church newspaper.)

For West, May 1838

Notwithstanding all the efforts of the enemies to
the truth, both from without ond within, o the contrary
we are enabled to present this Journdl, to the pairons,
with the prospect of being able to continue it in Hme
to come without interruption.

Gireal have been the exertions of the opposers to
righteousness, to prevent us from sending abroad the
doctrines of the church to the world: every effort has
been used by the combined influence of all classes
of enemies, and of all sects and parties of religion;
cand of those who are opposed to i, in «oll its forms
to prevent it

It is indeed somewhat unexpecied to us, to be
able to commence printing the Journal again so soon;
but the general, soon, in degree, repaired the loss which
was suffered in the burning of the press in Kirtland;
and cnother establishment, by the exertions of the
Saints in Far West, has been obtained, sufficiently
large, to print the Journal; and soon will be greatly
enlarged, so as to do all the printing necessary, for
the whole church.

In this place, the church is as pleasantly situated

as could be expected, toking into consideration their
circumstonces, as the settlement here iz but obout
elghteen months old, cnd the first settlers had been
driven from their homes, and oll their property des-
troyed, and had to come here without onything, —
But to their honor it may be said, that few people on
earth have endured the same degree of persecution,
with the patience,

Nothing discouraged by the great dofflicions and
iribulations which they have had to endure for Christ's
soke. They united with all their powers, to turn a soli
tary place into a fruitful field — we do not say «a wilder
ness, for there is not o sufficiency of timber to make
it o wilderness — ond hove exceeded the highest
expectations of the most enthusiastic,

Large bodies of land have been cleared and are
now pulting under cultivation,

We might venture on assertion on this point and
that, without the fear of contradiction by those who are
acquainted with the settlemenis in this vicinity, and
that is, no part of the world can prduce a superior to
Caldwell County, if an egual. Fighteen months since
without scarecly an  inhabitomt: ot this time the
City of "Far West,” the county seat has one hundred
ond fifty houses, and almost the whole county is taken
up, or all that part of #f, which con be conveniently
settled for want of timber: and large bodies of i are
now under cultivation.

An enconium too high, connot be placed upon the
heads of the enterprising and industrious habits of
the people of this county, They are fast making for
themselves, and their posterity after them, as becuti-
ful, interesting ond as profitable homes as can be in
oy couniry.

This town “"Far West' is situgted in Caldwell
County, Missouri, in the midst of a prairie of very rich
soil. It is an elevated piece of lond, and has o com.
monding view of the surrounding country for many
miles, in every direction. Cn the north, about one mile
passesShoal Creek, o heavy sirecam which has many
werter privileges on it. On the south, ¢ little more than
half o mile, runs Goose Creek, a ribuiary of Shoal. It
also is large enocugh to admit of water-works.

To oll appearance the country is hedalthy, and
the farming interest is egual o that in ony poart of
the world; and the meons of living are very easily ob-
tained, not even luxuries excepted.

From this to the territorial line on the north, is from
eighty 1o one hundred miles, and to the line on the
west twenty five and upwards, or what was the ter-
ritorial line, before the purchase of whal is colled the
Platt and Nadoawa counties, or rather Notawa, which
signifies ratflesnake.
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It will be seen by this, that this town is situated
in the north west comer of he State of Missouri, in
the 40th degree of north latitude. The lond is rolling
ond generally dry; ot least, there are necessary for
grazing purposes, when the country becomes all sub-
dued,

The Baints here are at perfect peace with all
the surronding inhabitents, persecution is not so much
as once named among them: every maon can attend o
business without fear or excitermnent, or being molested
in anywise, There cre many of the inhabitants of this
town, who own londs in the vicinity, and are ot this
time busily engaged in cultivating thern. Hundreds
of acres of corn have been plonted already, in our
immediate neighborhocd; and hundreds of acres more
are now being planted. (This is the fourth doy of May.)

The crops of wheat are very promising, cnd the
prospect is that we will have on abundont harvest.
The vast quantities of provisions purchased, in this
upper country by the United States, for the use of the
Garrison and also for the Indians, have made all kinds
of provision dear and somewhat scarce. Corn is fifty
cents per bushel; wheat one dollar; pork from eight
to ten dollars per cwi; and oll kinds of provision on
a par with these.

Perhaps it might be thought by some necessary,
that we should say something about the affcirs of
Kirtland. — The burning of the printing office thare stc.
But it ie now, as in former days. In former days the
destrovers of the Saints’ property were of the baser
sort of memkind, even so it is now. Only say as they
did; “That a gemg of the baser sort, burned and was-
ted our property to the utmost of their power” regard.
lesg of law, justice or humanity and were upheld in
their wickedness by those who were like the high
priest in Paul's day, who though, he sat to judge aofter
the low, commonded Paul to be smitten contrary to
law, So it was with our persecutors in the east: for
nofwithstonding they sat to judge after the law, vet
commanded they our property to be desiroved con-
trary to law,

And as Poul and Bamabas did ot Iconium, So
did we ot Kirtland. — “When there was an csscralt
made, both of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews, with
their rulers, o use them despiefully and to stone them.
They were cwcre of it and fled into Lysiria and
Derbe, cities of Lyconia emd unio the region that lieth
round about, And there they preached the gospel”

So we did in like momner, taking them for ocur ex-
ample. Where there was an assault being made of
lars, thieves and religionists with their rulers ol com-
bined, we were aware of it and fled to "Far West”
and are here preaching the gospel whersunto we are
called by God, Let so much suffice for Kirtland.

We have the gratification of saying to the Elders
abroad that we hope to be able to fumish the Journal

regularly, from hence forth, as long as it may thought
wisdom to continue it. And we hope on their part they
will use all their exertions to give it circulation.

The enemiss have made so many attempts to des-
troy us and aways foiled; thot we now just lough
at them for fools as the God in heaven said he would
at their calamity.

SEASONS

Seasons, was written by D. L. Parkhurst who is
presently incarcerated in o Michigen prison.

Recently the Holy Spirit revealed something to me
that is truly « blessing, Many ministers, preachers,
bible scholars, etc., have written volume upon val-
ume of literature on the wonderful signs ond proph-
esies concerning the birth, life, death and resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ and vet there has been given
to us a sign or o series of events that display oll this
vear after year. How? By the continual changing of
the seasons.

SPRING

Spring: Springtime is the true beginning of the vear;
the birth of the vear to come. It is a time when the
trees bud, flowers begin o grow from seeds cnd bloom
into lively and brilliemt colors. It-is o time when many
of God's beautiful crectures give birth. Evervihing is
fresh — new — exciting, During the springtime all ot
noture grows cnd grows.

From the birth of Jesus until the very day He began
His ministry, like the springtime, He grew and grew.
It was a time in which God prepared Him for the much
work ahead of Him, and to face the dying cutumn and
stormy winter, the coldness of the tomb in which He'd
lay for three days.

SUMMER

Summer: This is the time in which all of our Father's
work from the Spring is shown in its full glory, The
many worm ond sunny days; the flowers dancing in
full array; the crops growing and being made ready
for the hervest in the {all by the few laborers: the glie-
tening ond cool running brooks of fresh clean water
so graciously provided for those who thirst.

Like our summers, so was the life of Jesus during
the three yeors He spent ministering. He too was in
full bloom. He was God's glory, a perfect exhibit of
God's skill, talent, craftmanship ond love. Jesus work-
ed hard during those three veors cullivating the lab-
orers for harvesting the crops He so carefully planted.
Like God, who gave us fresh cool water for thirst:
Christ offered ond gave o way in which man would
never have to thirst again. Just os God gives wus o
cool gentle breeze to help us get through the heat of
the day, so Christ offers to every mom by the very
words He spoke, on elernal coolness, comfort, peace
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cand gentleness to save us from an everlosting heat
of hell and never having to thirst again.

AUTUMN

Autumn: It is during this time thal nature slowly
dies, vet it is a time ol extreme beauty. The irees,
flowers and shrubbery ore atiacked by o cold and
ruthless frost that finally kills them and yet they tumn
into the most brilliant colors of red and gold, The au-
tumn is o time of harvesting the crops and ever so
sweset fruits of the vine and the first fruits of so many
voung trees. It is also o fime of sudness for we know
that summer is only now o blessed memory and so
soon the earth will be buried with the cold covering
of pure white snow,

So much like the cutumn of our earth, Jesus would
soon be attacked by His cold and ruthless adversar-
ies. He would then be placed up on « iree and killed.
His blood, so crimson in color, vet as precious as the
finest of gold, would run down on the earth. It was
¢« time in which His chosen disciples, the laborers,
would be sent cut inio the world to harvest the crops;
the fruits. It was o Hme in which He was very sad;
bul it was o Hme dlso of much rejoicing, for Christ
would not be defected but would defeat the winter
of His life.

WINTER

Winter: This is the time of vear in which the eorth
is covered by o pure white linen sheet of snow; «
time in which ol is buried under this snow, in which
earth is ladd to rest for three months. It is o time of
coldness o Hme of preparing. o iime of little activity
on the earth, a time of waiting for the spring to come
again,

Just cs the winter Jesus was token down from the
cross, His body prepared for the burial, covered of
white linen omd ladd to rest in o very dark and cold
tomb. It was o time in which the Father of our Lord
was preparing for the greatest event of oll history.
Death vould be defeated; and in three days, Jesus
Christ would rise up from the dead ond spring would
be like it had never been belore.

Praise the Lord for all seasons!

Printed by Living God Minisiries, o minisiry of
the Church of the Living God, 1514 Brimley Road,
Traverse City, Michigan, 49684,

B

“Behnld, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not
be afrail: for the Lord JEHOVAH is my strength and
my song; he also ¥ become oy salvation.” (Isaizh 12:2)

“Hea ken unto me, my people; and give ear unfo
we, O ny nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and
I will rake my judgment to rest for a light of the
people.” Isalah B1:4)

LIFE’S TASK

Isn’t it strange that princes and kings

And clowns that caper in sawdust rings,
And common folks like you and me

Are builders for eternity?
And to each is given a bag of tools

A shapeless mass and a book of rules;
And each must make ere life has flown

A stumbling block or a stepping stone.

Author Unknown

—

NOTICE

Dear Readers,

Anvy information on the whereabouls or oddress
of the people whose names are listed below, with
their last known address, will be greatly appreciated.
Please send information io; Elder Isaac Brockman,
1208 Baker Dr., Independence, Mo., 84050, Since |
am the General Church Recorder, I solicit your help
in any way,

In Gospel Bonds,
Isaac Brockman

Ruth Irene Borion
316 North 25th St
Colorado Springs, Colo.

Lawrence John Ballord
1812 10th St
Wryandotte, Mi.

Alice May Bean
986 15th St
Niagara Falls, N. Y.

Fred Leon Beardon
Monticello, Utah

Della May Beardon
Monticello, Utah

Eva Manila Boxter
Flint, Mi,

Minerva Naloma Comegys
473 Plaza Ave,
Ferguson, Mo.

Ercel Fern Becrdon
Monticello, Utah

Albert Isaich Barney Jr.
Cranston, R. L

Mary Lillian Bearden
Independence, Mo,

Gladys Collins, Columbus, Chio

PHOENIX REUNION NOTICE

The 1983 Phoenix Reunion will be held November
25, 26 and 27 at the Phoenix Local Church, Phoenix,
Arizona. Any one able to come may contact: Jay Moser,
pastor, 4062 E. Danbury, Phoenix, Az 85032, phone
602-971-6697, or Tom Karas, assistant pastor, 14441 N,
36 Pl Phoenix, Az 85032, phone 602-867-9506.

Come and join in worship and fellowship with your
brothers and sisters in Christ. It is also a time to grow
spiritually and grow in the love and unity of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, It is our hope that you will
each atiend.
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 1984 Minister's Conference {(general member-
ship) for the Church of Christ (Temple Lot} will com-
mence Sunday, April 4, 1984, The Dbusiness sessions
will start at 9:00 A. M. Monday, April 4. A Solemn
Assembly will be held prior to the conference, April
1 and 2, 1983.

The 1983 Ministers’ Conference (priesthood mem-
bership) of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) will be
will start at 9:00 A. M. Monday, April 5. A Solemn
1 and 2, 1984.

o

WRITTEN MATERIAL FOR “ZION’S ADVOCATE”

Articles, sermons, poems, news items, letters,
notices, etc. which are appropriate to be printed n
this paper are requested by the editorial staff. If pos-
sible they should be typewritten on one side of sheet
only, double spaced and grammatically corrected. If
this is not possible, please send your material anyway.
Send all material to one of the members of the editorial
staff or {0 the general church (see title page). The
deadline for each month is the 7th of the previous
month.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Bond oll orders t0: Church of Christ {Templs Lot
P. O Box 472, Independence, Missourl 84051.0472

ZION'S BDVOCATE SUBSCRIPTION BATE:
Monanembers $4.00; Foreign 3450 Per Year

Outline Hisiory of Church of Christ ...

Whet the Restoration Teaches Comoerning God ..
Historical Focts Concesning the Temple Lot il $1.30
Tempie Lot Desd
Wﬁq of the Revsd 18
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to the Revelations £1. 343
A Briel Hisiory of the Church of Christ s N/C
The Principles of the Gospel, Faith and Repeniance
The Principles of the Gospsl, The Laying on of Hands ...
The Princlples of the Gospel, Baptlem ..o
The Lotter Day HRestoration ... . .
Apostacy or Succession, Which?
The Book of Mormon (Troct)
Articles of Foith and Proctics of the Church of Christ
Articles of Foith and Practice {Spanish) ...

Articles of Fadth and Practice, Mo, 8, 20 ..
Sarmonsties on the Tsachings of Jesus ...
What the Church Teaches in Rsspect to Mabrimeony Spcnlsh} MN/C

Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanlsh) . N/C
Priesthood, Divine Authority oo N/C
"Why" N/C
A Synopsis of the Church of Christ's Bellefs cmd Practices ... N/C
First Presidency or First Aposiles . e WIC

Morriage For Time ond Hlemity? . N/C

m For The Dead? ... N/C
Zion and the Temple of the Lord . K/C
NOTE: Donations accepted io cover tage ored printing costs. Lot

eprices of trocts exclusive of posioge ore: In packs of 8, 500 100, 83.85

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS
Spesd delivery of yowr "ADVOCATE” by sending us your new
address immediately. Mail fo:
ZION'S ADVOCATE
(USPS 6983-0000)
P. O. Box 472
Independence, Mo. 84051-0472
Each undeliverable "Advocate” is now costing the church 28
cents. We would rather spend this on delivering your paper than
its return io us.

ZION'S ADVOCATE
(USPS 6883-0000)
P. O, Box 472
indepsndence, Mo. 84051-0472

Second Class Postage Paid

Independence, Mo, 54051

e

AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS

The iollowing materials are available on loan from ths Audie,
Video, Visual-Aids and Archeoclogical Committes:

“"Mexico, Lond of Contrast” —— A 50 minute slide program with
iaped narration about how archeclogy supporis the Book of Mormon.

“Out of the Dust” — A 55 minute slide program with taped nar-
ration cbout the story told within the Book of Mormon.

“A Lomp Unio My Feet” — A 35 minute siide program with
tapsd norration aboui the siory within the Book of Mormon (direcisd
toward Indion viewers).

"“Light ot Evenlug” — A 35 minule slide program with toped
narration about the bringing forth of the Book of Mormon and the
Restoration of the Church of Christ.

“The Beturn” — A 12 minule slide progrom with taped nar
ration about the return of the members of the Chuwch of Christ ic
the "land of Zion” in 1867.

“We Sing ond We Talk About Jesus” — A series of Sunday
School lessons, ecch with o teoching outline, and {llusbation ond
a taped song to be leconed by primary or intermediate age children.

Send all orders to the Offloe Secretary, Church of Christ (Tem-
ple Lot), P, O. Box 472, Independenrce, Mo. B4051. Slide projsciors
and lope players ore not provided,

We dalso provied a Sermown-by-lope service. There is no charge
for the issuing of o cusselle itope on g loan basis. Write to the
AVVAA Committes, Church of Christ, 2828 E. Slesta Lane, Phoenix,

Arizona 85024
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Send oll orders to: General Bunday School Assocdiation Treas
urer, Church of Christ (Temple Lot), P. O. Box 472, Independence,
Migaourl 84051-0472. Price Eoch
Primary, Volume 1, Mo, 1, Chidbiocod of Jesus {Out of Print) N/C
Primary, Volume 1, NHo 2, Jesus’ Ministry (Out of Prind
Primary, Volume 1. No. 3, Jesus’ Minlstry con't e R/C
Primery, Volume 1, No. 4, Lifs of JesUS ceeimeeie oo N/C
Church History for Junlors (34 poges plus

Teocher's Guide by Donng Moser oo, W/C
The Book in the Btone Box (7 pages) by Vicdla Henning ... N/C
The Bible Gome "Who Am 17" by Doris Housknecht ... 1.50

(Mo charge for zingle box to o Looal Sunday School)
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