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Independence, Missouri, January, 1982 

Jesus the :Lover of my soul! 
Oh praise His holy name, 

He died to save me from my sin, 
I'll give my he,art to Him. 

He leads me on throughout the years 
Of joy and grief and pain, 

And when I stumble in the path 
He lifts me up again. 

There is no variableness in Him, 
He's always just the same 

E'en though I falter on my way 
He loves me without blame. 

His Spirit gently leads me on, 
He knows the way I must go 

For He himself has trod the path, 
This rugged path below. 

Dear Jesus, lover of my soul, 
There is no other but Thee: 

I'll rest in Thine unending love 
That comes from heaven to me. 

Oh Jesus lover of my soul: 
I'll praise Thy holy name 

And rest in Thy redeeming love 
That ever is the same. 

Stella Winegar 
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES 
All individual articles published in this paper are opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect 
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General Bishopric reflect the practices and beliefs of the General Church. 

Editorial ... 
ATTITUDE: AN 

IMPORTANT PART OF RELIGION 

During the past several decades, Christianity has 
taken on a new strength or vitality which on the sur
face seems good. It is true that it was necessary for 
Christians to be renewed in dedication and purpose to 
be able to survive the atheistic advancements in mod
ern times, and it is also true that Christianity had to 
take on a new approach to attract the masses, but that 
which has been produced as a result of its fight to sur
vive has many questionable aspects. 

In so many ways we can see the power of the evil 
one maneuvering people into accepting something less 
than the real truth. The continual threat and steadi
ness of godless ideology of communism in the world 
makes any belief in God seem good. The devil would 
push and force man into avenues that lead ultimately 
t.o hell. 

Perhaps one of the most faulty yet unusually de
ceptive characteristics of today's religionis.t is his pre
sumptuousness. In the name of Christianity many things 
are done and said that are far from ChristLke and are 
certainly not motivated by the Spirit of God. The zea
lots of our time are so caught up in their own method 
of religion that they fail to recognize even some of 
the most pointed and obvious scriptural doctrines. Their 
attempted efforts to reverence God often leads to their 

own personal show and they seem immune even to com
mon sense. Their glassy eyed visage along w1th their 
ritual of pointless and repetitious babblings give evi
dence of undesirable spirits. 

If the obvious fanatic were our only concern, we 
would have little to say on the since we could 
easily discern right from wrong. But the situation thait 
we face today is far more deceptive than most people 
realize. 

Attitud3 is a very vital part of one's 
it is perhaps the most difficult to define correctly. 
This is because we are all so apt to be faulty in atti
tude more so than in the functional aspects of 
It is too easy to present a front for appearance sake 
and mask our true feelings. 

This kind of thing is hypocrisy which Christ warned 
the Jews about when he was amvng them. He taught 
them not to trust in their religious traditions, and he 
probed their consciences that examine their 
intermost selves. If we Christ's com-
mandments to ourselves as he has instructed, we will 
find thait it will be necessary to carefully examine our 
attitudes, particularly our attitudes toward God and 
toward our fellowman. 

I 
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One basic truth found in foe teachings of Christ 
and his disciples, that we should always remember, is 
that we have to live up to that which we preach or 
teach. We cannot wage war on the ev:Is around us and 
attempt to set the world right unless we are striving 
to correct our own charadter and conduct. Christ said 
to remove the beam from our own eye so that we can see 
to cast out the mote from our brother's eye. 

We cannot promote right while being wrong. Neiither 
can we build right principles upon wrong principles. 
We must build upon the truth - the foundation Christ 
provided - or we can never succeed. 

Many religions have built upon the precept of "once 
saved, always saved." Their concept of salvation is 
wrong which in turn effects their whole attitude. Their 
false security gives them a self-satisfied disposition 
which is difficult to per:etraite. They think that they 
don't have to do anything to improve themselves to 
gain salvatio,n; their only concern is to promote their 
religious concepts. 

The faultiness of this kind of religion has been 
proved, to the dismay of many, by the fact that it has 
not brought correction to a sin sick world; it has not 
vroduced Christlike people. 

The true standard, "Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect," has not 
been held up before them. They have not been called 
to be a holy people - saints of God. Therefore their 
motivation to improve themselves is optional. They 
see no direct connection between a full obedience to 
the commandments of Christ and his promise of sal
vation. 

This kind of religion leaves openings for numerous 
errors and wrongs. There is virtually no guide for 
attitude. Consequently, the cure for sin and err:iir is 
not based upon the principle of repentence and cor
rection in obedience to the will of a perfect God, but 
it is based upon the peculiar needs of the indivldual. 
Whatever would be for his best interest, or whatever 
principle that would bring a peaceful relationship be
tween individuals, would be the guide for the present. 
No real consideration is given to the idea of meriting 
blessings through obedience - the obedience of pleas
ing God first and not oneself. 

Without totally disbanding their old precepts and 
traditior.s, many religionists, in recent times, have ad
ded to their theology some concepts and practices that 
seem to answer today's problems and situa,tions. Many 
have incorporated spiritual helps which in years past 
were taboo. This renovation was necessary to meet the 
great need in moral and emotional 

A seemingly closer relationship with God has been 
the result. More pe()ple openly seek help through 
prayer than before. They witness their faith in God 

whereas before they were more apt Ito witness a belief 
in a certain church or doctrine. 

Although we would hope that a change for the bet
teir has happened, we are still faced with the fact that 
most churches are bunt upolll false precepts which tell 
us simply that their ultimate end is deception. We of 
the Church of Christ should be careful not to pattern 
ourselves after them in doctrine, practice or attitude. 

Because of our own lack of righeousness, we can
not compare ourselves to peoples of other churches 
and condemn or condone them. But neither are we to 
follow their examples. God is a jealous God and would 
not have us seek other than Him and His sacred word 
for our guide. 

Just how much we already have been inf11Uenced 
and hampered by the precepts and doctrines of men is 
a big question. And we certainly can't blame it on 
other churches or religions. Not unlike other churches, 
we need to improve our atitJtude - attitude toward God 
and toward each other. We need to know love, not as 
an ideal, but as a personal motivation. 

Love is not something to bearntify our personality, 
In fact, all righteous characteristics, such as faith, 
hope, charity, humility, etc., are not to be developed 
as goals to satisfy our personal asperations or self
righteousness. We should not be self oriented or con
scious of our own goodness to the point of appraising 
ourselves in righteousness. 

The center most part of our righteous growth is in 
God, who has called us to be like Him - perfect. With 
a consciousness of His righteousness and wnth a real 
hope to be like Him - pure and holy - we can then ex
amine ourselves and gvow in righteousness without be
coming self-righteous. If we have a deep appreciation 
of His goodness, our love - charity - can be all that 
Paul and Mormon has said that it should be. 

In the process of exercising faith in God's promises 
and commandments, we lose the awareness of self in 
the awareness of God. As our awareness of His good
ness increases, our dedication to His will overcomes 
our own wills and human motivations. Everything then 
begins to fall into place in our minds; we are able to 
see things in their correct perspeetive. We are no 
er imbalanced w:ith radicalism, but we are at the 
height of our agency, able to choose between 
and evil with perfect discernment. Let us, therefore, 
decrease our awareness of our own righteousness 
through obedience unto God and increase our aware
ness of God and His righteousness. 

RLS 

He conquers grief who makes a firm resolution. 
Goethe 
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CONCERNING 
BOOK OF MORMON LANGUAGE 

Beginning with the first edition (Palmyra) of the 
Book of Mormon, criticism has been brought to bear 
upon its language, which focuses upon the literary 
capacity of Joseph Smith in production of ithat book. 
Initially, the thrust of critisicm was designed to refute 
the Book of Mormon as being the word of God. Ever 
since E. D. Howe published his book, "Mormonism Un
veiled," at Painesville, Oh!io in 1834, the enemies of 
the Book of Mormon, of Joseph Smith and of ,the Res
toration Movement he was instrumental in effeciting, 
have probed and pounced upon every apparent weak
ness connected therewith Ito destroy any validity as be
ing divinely inspired. Consequently, there are those 
who have written and spoken apologetically for the 
Book od' Mormon; those who are not antagonistic to
ward it, and to a varying degree support it. People who 
are knowledgeable in grammatical structure, as such 
knowledge has evolved in our English language, tend 
to develop self-importance and may feel to depreciate 
the evidence of inferior ablliity in others. 

Since there are numerous instances of what is con
sidered, by present standards, to be language deficiency 
in the Book of Mormon, it is assumed by enemies and 
also apologists, that iit reflects the inadequate ability 
of Joseph Smith. Consequently, it is declared by his 
enemies that he was the author (though being possessed 
of fertile imagination); that God had nothing to do 
with it. Language critics who are basically favorable 
to the Book of Mormon, will concede grammatical er
ror, and attribute it to Joseph's ignorance, while main
itaining that he simply used his own speech manner
isms to express the divine thought revealed to his 
mind. The fallacy of this is: if God simply gave a gen
eral impression to Joseph's mind, how does one ex
plain the use of hundreds of nouns in the Book of 
Mormon, giving names of persons and places which 
would overtax any human ability to invent and corre
late with consistency throughout the record? 

It is not our purpose here to imply divinity to 
Joseph Smith nor to assert that the Book of Mormon 
is infallibly the word of God, possessing no human 
error. Joseph was a man, and subject to various hu
man frai1ties, and in which he was, at times, severely 
rebuked of God. Indeed, even as it was with Moses, 
because of human pride and ambition, it seems apparent 
that each one failed to an extent in the ultimate pur
pose of God, so far as he was concerned. This is not 
to say that Moses and Joseph were finally rejected of 
God, bult that the work entrusted to their care was 
given to others to carry forward. It is our purpose to 
affirm Joseph's faihfulness in bringing forth the rec
ord of God's dealings with the ancient Americans, as 
a second witness for Christ, just exactly as God intend-

ed it to come, with whatever linguistic ded'iciency there 
might be, and this, too, in order ,that "the wisdom of 
their wise men shall perish, and the unde:-sitanding of 
their prudent men shall be hid" (Isaiah 29:14). 

That human error is displayed by the ancient writers 
of the Book is freely admitted; thus by Nephi: 

" . . . I do not write anything upon plates, save it 
be that I think it be sacred. And now, if I do err, even 
did they err of old. Not :that I would excuse mysclf 
because of other men, but because of the weakness 
which is in me, according to the flesh. I would excuse 
myself. For the things which some men esteem to be 
of great worth, both to the body and soul, others set 
at nought, and trample under their feet (such as the 
Book of Mormon, W. A. S.). Yea, even the very God 
of Israel do men trample under their feeit . . . they 
set him at nought, and hearken not to thevoice of his 
counsels" (I Nephi 5:229-235). 

By Mormon: "And now if there are f~ults, they are 
the misitakes of men; wherefore, condemn oot the things 
of God, that ye may be found spotless at the judge
ment seat of Christ" (from the anciently recorded pre
face of the Book of Mormon). 

Finally, by Moroni: "Behold, thou has not made 
us mighty in writing like unto the brother of Jared, 
for thou madest him that :things which he wrote, 
were mighty even as thou art, unto the overpowering 
of man to read them. Thou hast also made our words 
powerful and great, even lf:ihat we can not w,rite them; 
wherefore, when we write, we behold our weakness, 
and stumble because of the placing of our words; and 
I fear lest the Gentiles shall mock at our words. And 
when I said this, the Lord spake unto me, saying, Fools 
mock, but ihey shall mourn; and my grace is sufficient 
for the meek, that they shall itake no advantage of your 
weakne~s; and if men come unto me, I will shew unto 
them their weakness. I give unto men weakness, that 
they may be humble; and my grr.ce is sufficient for 
a1l men that humble themselves before me; for if they 
humble themselves before me, and have faith in me, 
then will I make weak things become strong unto them" 
(Ether 5:25-28). 

Now then, what about the weakness in writing of 
Joseph Smith? Did he in foot write the very words 
given of God in translation of the ancient Book of 
Mormon plates? Or was it, as previously stated and 
averred by others, that he simply expressed in his own 
vernacular the grand themes impressed by the Divine 
Mind? 

First of all, it must be considered impossible, by 
impartial minds, for Joseph Smith or any other to pro-
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duce the Book of Mormon from pure . so as 
a consistent and theo-

:~gically cohesive record as is the c~se with. this book; 
d the more so is it m the hght of the 

an · h ·t d f relatively short time involve? wit . 1 s p~o, uc wn. 
Joseph did not meet his principal scnbe, Oliver Cow
decy (who wrote the whole except for a 
few until 1829. The work was com-

and in the hand by 1829 - a 
of 800 pages of approximate size 

5" x 7Y2 "; and this, too, under the most trying cir
cumstances of temporal hardship and concerted ef
forts by enemies to destroy their lives and to obtain 
the manuscript for the purpose of changing the text 
or to destroy the whole of it. This further disrupted 
the work of translation. 

Vecy early in the process, after 116 pages had been 
completed Martin Harris, who intended to sell a por
tion of his farm to pay for the publicaition, was teased 
and cajoled by his wife to obtain the manuscript for 
viewing by herself and others. After considerable 
pressure, Joseph surrendered the manuscript. It be
came lost, much to the chagrin of Harris, and especial
ly Joseph, for permitting this to happen. ,Joseph was 
rebuked of God; the record and interpreters (which had 
been prepared of God and was found with the plates) 
were taken from his possession by an angel until he 
migh!tily humbled himself. This reveals only one in
cident of the devilish attempts to destrny that book. 
Nevertheless, G,od, in infinite wisdom and foreknowl
edge, had whispered to Mormon, hundreds of years 
before in direction to include in his abridgement lan
guage from some of the plates of greater 
record), and which included prophecies and revelations 
and the historical information which was recorded on 
the lost 116 pag€s of the manuscript. Therefore, de
spite the cunning of the devil to destroy that record, 
God provided for its retention by Mormon having in
serted the additional plates into his record (see Book 
of Mormon, p. 204: 4-11). Joseph was commanded not 
to attempt to re-translate the lost manuscript, as the 
enemies would change the words as found, and print 
the changed version as being what Joseph had originally 
translated, and thus attempt to destroy its credibility 
(see Book of Commandments 9:1-3). 

Now, I wish to show that the record was 
in the vecy words God intended it should and 
not simply a reflection of the Divine Mind 
upon Joseph's mind and recorded as his words. 
We must acknowledge as believers of B::iok of Mor-
mon, that the ancient historians recorded the events of 
their time in their own and that the 
as they were inspired of the revealed the 
will of God to the and as well as 
predicting future In convinced 
,that Mormon's 
a faithful 

large which had been handed down from gen
erations before and came into his possession; and this, 

by inspiration. 

As believers in the Book of Mormon message, we 
are faced with this proposiition: did Josph Smith bring 
forth a literal, word for word translation of th€ lan
guage of the ancient prophet, Mormon? The answer is 

not lit is practically impossible to liter
translate an ancient language, word by word, into 

another language, and to retain th€ intended sense. 
Especially is this so when translated into a modern 
tongue, which itself has undergone modification in 
process of time (and all languages do so). But, on the 
other hand, did he give the €xact words God intended 
should be recorded? The answer is, Yes, God has 
caused ,the translation of the Book of Mormon to be 
recorded in a manner which we can understand, and 
which conveys the thoughts, and in many instances, the 
word transmission, for which there could be no equiva
lent, or reason for change in the English language, 
i. e. Nephi, Mormon, Zarahemla, etc. 

"For the Lord God giveth light unto the under
standing: for he speaketh unto men according to their 
language, untio their understanding" (2 Nephi 13:5). 

let us see what is stated regarding the wordi 
as recorded in the Bo•ok of Mormon. In 2 Nephi, 11 
is a prophecy regarding the spiritual confuSlion and 
wickedness among all nations in the latter days, re
hearsing much of what is revealed in Isaiah 29, but wtth 
added light. In verses 125 through 144 is recorded what 
is now history, as to the coming forth of the Book 
of Mormon. I wish to quote excerpts, and emphasizing 
statements which clearly reveal that Joseph Smith was 
given the very words God intended should be recorded 
in that marvellous book. 

"And it shall come to paJs that the Lord God shall 
forth unto you the WORDS of a book, and they 

shall be the WORDS of them which have slumbered" 
(v. 125). 

"But the book shall be delivered unto a man 
Smith) and he shall deliver the WORDS of the 

which are the WORDS of those who have slum
beired in the dust; and he shall deliver those WORDS 
unto but the words which are he shall 
not neither shall he deliver the book" 129). 

This was fulfilled when Joseph gav€ a 
of some of ;the characters as they appeared on the an
cient plates to his associate, Martain Harris. Harris was 
instructed to take this obtain certification 
from a learned of ancient He 
visited Anthon of New York 
tained the but which Anthon destroyed 
before they parted, becauw of the claim that an Angel 
had showed Smith where the plates were found. At any 

the very of the ancient :has 
and is now in the archives of the 
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Mormon Church. Anthon had requested to see the 
plates, but was told i1:hat a portion was sealed; to which 
he responded: "I cannot read a sealed book:" Thus 
he fulfilled Isaiah 29:11, while Joseph fulfilled verse 
12. 

Now, again in 2 Nephi 11:135: 

the Lord G,od will proceed to bring 
forth the WORDS of the book; and in the mouth of as 
many witnesses as seemei1:h him good, will he establish 
his WORD; and wo be unto him that rejecteth the word 
of God." 

"Then shall the Lord God say unto him (Joseph), 
The learned shall not read them, for they have rejected 
them, and I am able to do mine own work; wherefore, 
thou shalt read the WORDS WHICH I SHALL GIVE 
UNTO THEE" (v. 142). 

"Where:ore, WHEN THOU HAST READ THE 
WORDS WHICH I HA VE COMMANDED THEE, and ob
tained the witnesses which I h::ive promised unto thee, 
then shalt thou seal up the book again and hide it up 
unto me, that I may preserve the words which thou 
has not read, until I shall see fit in mine own wisdom, 
to reveal all things unto the children of men" (v. 144). 

Here, we have reference to the fwture revelation 
of these same plates from which the Book of Mormon 
was translated. At that time, G,Jd will release also a 
sealed portior which Joseph was not permitted to trans
late. This, we are told, shall not be revealed in the 
days of wickedness; but when they should exercise faith 
even as the brother of Jared (Ether 1:98-101), they 
would see the record of the marvellous revelation given 
to him. It is ar parent that the revelatim1 of that seal
ed portion of the Book of Mormon plates will hinge 
upon, fo a large extent, OU:'.' faith in the words pre
viously given of God in the Bible and BoJk of Mormon 
(see Mormon 3:30, 31). 

The foregoing references from the 11th chapter of 
second Nephi should satisfy our minds that God did 
indeed give to Joseph Smith the very words which 
should compose the Book of Mormon record; but how 
do we answer the critics who point to certain texts of 
the Book in suspicion that (for instance) Joseph simply 
copied prophecies of Isaiah from the King James Ver
sion of the Bible? That there are modern terms used 
which oould not have been the language of the ancient 
ones? That old English words such as "thee", "thy", 
"thou" and "ye", as found in the Bible, are also used 
in the Book of Mormon? That there are obvious col
loquialisms and speech mannerisms which could only 
have oome from a person such as Joseph Smith in a 
current (modern) expression? 

Well, I will simply state that the Lord will permit 
latter day critics to ven1t themselves ito their heart's 
content in human pride and wisdom, and will con· 
found them as He verifies all His words in unmistak· 

able evidence and power, in fulfillment of the words of 
His prophets and holy apostles. 

"The wisdJm of their wise men shall perish, and 
the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid" 
(faaiah 29:14). 

"The lofty looks of men shall be humbled, and the 
11m1gJ1Ltrn,ess of men shall be bowed down, and the Lo,rd 
alone shall be exalted in that day" (Isaiah 2:11). 

"But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
word to confound the wise, and God hath chosen the 
weak things of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty; and base things of the world, and things 
which are despis~d, hath God chosen, yea, the things 
which are not, to bring to nought things that are: that 
no flesh should glory in his presence" (1 Cor. 1:27-29). 

What if God (just ,to give them something to ridi
cule) gave to Joseph the very words of Isaiah, as found 
in the King James Version of the Bible? What if He 
did give Joseph the wc,rds of Christ's ministry to the 
Nephites in the old English vernacular? or wherever 
found in the Book ,of Mormon? So what if He did give 
the French word, "adleu" (meaning, fareweU), as found 
in Jacob 5:48? 

There are numerous :instances which may be pointed 
out of gramatical error (by present standards), but will 
we odticize G,od, the awthor of speech, and Who con
founded the tongues anciently? or, in that He just 
could have given an imperfect constructior., so as to 
determine who His enemies are, stumbling over such 
in their haste to reject :the ,truth? 

Unfortunately, while the 1908 authorized edition 
of ,the Book of Mo,rmon is rightly declared as the most 
accurate version extant, yet it is not fully in accord 
with the manuscript. It is only to be regretted by 
!,overs of truth that the word, "blindness" is substiltuted 
for "woundedness" in the manuscript) in 1 Nephi 
3:179: 

"Neither will the Lord God suffer that the Gen· 
tiles shall for ever remain in that awful state of blind· 
ness . . . " "Blindness" is appropriate, and "wounded
ness" seems clumsy and less definitive (and probably 

bwt it is appropriate and un· 
derstandable; and the Lord gave i:t! 

Again: we find in 1 Nephi 4:60: 

"And there is a place prepared, yea, even that aw
ful hell of which I have spoken, and the devil is the 
foundation of it." I still the manuscript word, 

, in the of the "foundation." 
Then we come to the 1966 editton caUed an 

"authorized of the Book of Mormon. In the 
foreword, it is stated that "no conscious attempt has 
been made to modernize the language of the text;" 
but then it is seen that these Book of Mormon 

did that. 



In an this we see effort made to discredit the 
word of God;' perhaps, in some cases, unconsciously. 
It is supposed we may upon His word; ?ut 
evidence is indicative that the more we seek to im
prove scripture, the greater th~ . c.:mfusion. It is a 
thing certainly expected of the hvmg God to speak to 
His in all ages, but another to presume 
that there should be construe-

or other change, placed upon His words. 
This last is what God warned as found in Rev. 
22:18, 19; at least, it would be included in His con
demnation. 

God sp0ke in the Book of Mormon concerning 
churches in the last days, saying: "Why hav1, ye trans
figured the holy word of God, that ye might bring 
damnation upon your souls?" (Bo<)k of M:i,rmon 4:43 
p. 7, 8). 

The word, "transfigure" is defined as "to change 
in outward form or appearance; transform change or 

alter." Yes, why will men change the word of God? 
add to or detract? This has chazacterized many in the 
Restoration Movement, almost from its inception and 
has only produced division and rejection by God. 

I rejoice in the historical accou!111: of the Book of 
Mormon translation. Day after day, Oliver Cowdery 
was permitted to write as the inspired vioice of Joseph 
Smith dictaited the words just as he read them in Urim 
and Thummim (the interpreters). As read, Cowdery 
wrote, and the words remained until he had repeated 
them, so as to assure he heard and recorded correctly; 
then a new character with its English translation was 
given, etc. When they stopped for rest, food, or what 
ever, and later renewed the work, there was no going 
back to review the previously recorded text. They 

simply continued on; thus proving the divinity of that 
record as it was given of G:id. 

William A. Sheldon 

THE HOLY ORDER OF THE SON 
Part 3 and Conclusion 

(Use your Bible and Book of Mormon as you read) 

TeJct #3: 2 Nephi, 2nd chapter. 

Have the promises in this scripture been fulfilled? 
Verses 1-10 is a bringing together of the relative points 
stated 'in this scripture because foe word - for - is used, 
thus bringing them into association one with the other. 

The Messiah has not been manifested unto the 
seed of Joseph of Egypt, "Unto the bringing them out 
of darkness unto the light," etc. as a whole they are 
still in darkness. A choice seer has been raised up 
unto them out of the fruit of Joseph's loins. 

Verse 11, No one has been raised up out of the 
fruit of Joseph's loins who was esteemed highly among 
them. Verse 12, No one as a choice seer has been 
commanded to de> a work for the seed of Joseph, the 
part who are called Lamanites, "which shall be of great 
worth unto tr.em, even to the bringing of them to the 
knowledge of the covenants" which the Lord made with 
their fathers. 

Verses 13-14, As yet this commandment has not 
been given t0 anyone; the Lord has nc1t made anyone 
great in his eyes; the Lord says, "For he shall do my 
work." He is positive the choice seer will do his work. 
This eliminated Joseph Smith as the choice seer. The 
only special work he did was to translate the Book of 
Mormon, which is clearly stated in the Book of Com
mandments 4:1-2. 

Book of Commandments, chapter 2 and 9 prove that 
Joseph Smith did not follow God's commands. By giv-

ing Martin Harris the manuscript of the forepart of 
the Book of Mormon, etc. it was lost. The Lord told 
him, "For thou hast suffered the council of thy director 
to be trampled upon from the beginning." This does 
not harmonize with what the Lord said in verse 14. 

Verse 15, No one has been great like unto Moses 
in the Church of Christ, for no one has brought about 
deliverance to the house of Israel, like unto Moses. 
(see Heb. 3) Verse 17, No one has been raised up out 
of the fruit of Joseph's loins according to the flesh, 
nor otherwise, for Paul as an Apostle to the gentiles 
tells us {Rom. 11:13) among other things, not to give 
heed to endless geneologies, "which minister 
rather than godly edifying which is in faith" (1 Tim. 
1:4; Tiitu,; 3:9) 

It was good and is necessary for Joseph of Egypt 
and his seed to go to geneobgies, to fulfill the covenants 
God made with Abraham through the 
Rom. 4:1, 11 etc. Gal. 3:8; Rom. 9:1-5. No one has 
personally brought forth the word of God to the seed 
of Joseph, to the extent spoken oi in this scripture. 

Verse 18, No one has convinced the seed of Joseph 
of the words which had gone forth among them, which 
was the Bible, for as a whole they are still in dark
ness. Verses 19-21, Though no one has the sticks of 
Joseph and Judah grown together, "unto the con-

of false " etc. and peace 
among them. 

Verse 24, No one out orf weakness has been made 
strong to do the work spoken of in this scripture, for 



Page 8 ZION'S ADVOCATE Januacy, 1982 

this work has not been done yet. Verses 25-29, No one 

as the choice seer has been sought after to be destroyed 

for no one has been confounded in the attempt. This 

will be fulfilled in it's time, for the Lord promised 

Joseph of Egypt iit would be. Verse 30, The choice 

seer must be like unto Joseph of Egypt, for the work 

he will do will bring salvation unto the Israelites. This 

has not been done through anyone. 

Verses 36-43, Joseph Smith was raised up unlto (not 

out of) the fruit of Joseph's loins to write or translate 

the writings of the fruit of Joseph's loins, which was 

the Book of Mormon; that which was expedient in 

God's wisdom should go forth unto the fruit of Joseph's 

loins, which is to go to them from the gentiles, for the 

Book of Mormon came forth to the gentiles, (see 1 Nephi 

3:183-186, 190-192; page 704; verse 30; 3 Nephi 12:1-

5). No one thus far has been given as a spokesman to 

declare the words of the Book of Mormon unto the 

seed of Joseph. The choice seer of the seed of Joseph 

shall declare it unto them, which is clearly stated in 

previous verses. 

Verse 44 etc. The seed of Lehi's son Joseph were 

called Josephites (see 1 Nephi 5:179; Jacob 1:13; 4 

Nephi verse 41). Lehi pr,omised his son Jogpph, first, in 

verse 40 that his seed shall not, "utterly be destroyed," 

then in verses 44-45 he was told because of the bless

ings of Joseph of Egypt, he was blessed, for his seed 

shall, "not be destroyed." Here are two promises made 

to him that was to take place at two different times 

and places. Let us find out how and when these prom

ises were to be fulfilled. 

Moroni 9:23-25, Many Nephites dissented over to 

the Lamanites, among them were Josephites, the seed 

of Lehi's son Joseph. Book of Mormon, page 701, 

1-4. The Lamanites, "utterly destroyed" the Nephites 

at this time; among them were Josephites, the seed 

of Lehi's son Joseph. Seemingly the only Josephites 

left at this time were among "the mixture of seed" 

who had dissented over to the Lamanites, who were 

not destroyed by the gentiles, (see 1 Nephi 3:176-178). 

This means there are among the Laman-

ite Indians. But many years before the Nephites were 

"utterly destroyed" by the Lamanites, the Lord had 

preserved a remnant of the seed of Joseph of Egypt and 

took them unto himself; among them were Josephites 

(Alma 21:54-58). 

Alma 30:1-15, It was known where most of the 

Nephites settled, but other Nephites who left on two 

ships were never heard of again. these were 

Josephites. We believe this was the way the Lord 

took to preserve a remnant of Joseph's seed, down 

through Lehi's son Joseph, who are called Josephites 

from whence will come the choice seer, for as we have 

pointed out from scripture, the choice seer is also 

called 'the branch' because he will be a member of 

the righteous branch, and this righteous branch will 

come from the seed of Lehi's son Joseph (see text) 

whose seed was among the Nephites that sailed to the 

land northward and were never heard of again. No-

tice, went to the north. 

Isaiah 43:1-7, In the first part of verse 6, the Lord 

says, "I will say to the north, give up." Jeremiah 23: 

5-8, a righteous branch shall be raised up unto David. 

The Lord says he will bring up and lead, "the seed of 

the house of Israel out of the north country." The 

righteous branch, and the choice seer will be the seed 

that the Lord wil use to bring life back to Israel; they 

will bring them out of hidden darkness unto light, etc., 

as spoken of in text. 

In the scripture previously presented, we find there 

are three separate groups of Josephites spoken of; 

one group was among those whom the Lord preserved, 

and took unto himself. Another group was and are 

among the Lamanites, who were not destroyed by the 

gentiles, (1 Nephi 3:176-178). Another group was 

among the Nephites who were 'utterly destroyed' by 

the Lamanites, (Book of Mormon page 701, 4:1-4). 

This means there are two groups of Josephites at 

this time. One group is among the Lamanites; another 

group is among Joseph's seed who were preserved by 

the Lord, whom he took unto himself. Tpis was and 

will be the fulfilLng of the two promises made to Lehi's 

son Joseph, that his seed would not "utterly be de

stroyed," along with the Nephites who were utterly 

destroyed by the Lamanites, for the Lord had preserved 

a remnant of Joseph; whom He took unto himse1f, 

among whom were Josephites, from whence will come 

a righteous branch and a choice seer. 

Verses 36-44 of text, In the previous verses it tells 

of the Book of Mormon which Joseph Smith had been 

given the charge to translate, and the spok0 sman who 

shall declare the words of this book will be the choice 

seer as spoken of in verses 7-25. Notice, the righteous 

branch will be a part of the seed of Joseph of Egypt, 

down through Lehi's son Joseph. Then it speaks of the 

seed of Joseph of Egyp!t collectively, who were broken 

off from Jerusalem. We know part of his seed became 

wicked, those who were calle1 they are the 

ones who need to be brought "out of hidden darkness 

and out of captivity unto freedom." 

For this rurpose the Lord promised Joseph, He 

would raise up a choice seer, who will do a greaJt work 

for them. The choice seer shall declare the words of 

the Book of Mormon unto the Lamanites, among whom 

will be and they will hearken unto the 
and from among them "there shall 

raise up one who shall do much both in 

word and in deed." Finish reading the text. 

Lucinda Scott 

The seed dies into a new life, and so does man. 
G. MacDonald 

I 
t 

\ , 
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TO SCATTERED 
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

The church that Jesus seit in order nearly two 
thousand yJars ago that spread throughout Asia after 
His resurrection like a fire !in a grassland, is gone from 
the earth. Its is woven into the of the 
New Testament in the Bible. We are thankful that 
this much has been preserved for our understanrung; 
it is the only reliable history that we have. In the 
beginning, the church was quite simple and the early 
leaders were often under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit They became known as Christians and we often 
refer to this group as the early Christian church. 

A person today may find 1t difficult to relate to 
the early church. About us are many churctes which 
lay claim of identification with this church either as 
in historical succession, or in theology and doctrine. A 
close look ait these claims will show that there are 
vast differences in t,he organizational structures and 
the doctrines. Many are the changes that have come 
about in the past centuries. Each of the present day 
Christian churches has developed creeds and doctrines 
that may not be found in harmony with rt.he Bible. There 
are strong traditional teachings that play a part in 
the mak~up of their beliefs. 

The Apostle Paul pleaded with the saints of his 
day to beware of false teachers, allud!ing to the falling 
away frJm the faith tha,t was so apparent to him. Apos
tasy in the early Chrisrtian church led to a society of 
people controlled by the Roman government. This 
was a tragedy for the Christians. 

When the government of Rome fell, the power of 
the church rose through a succession of popes who 
claimed that civil authority was the right of the church. 
God had withdrawn the leading of the Sp1rit from 
the church because of the erors and changes made to 
the ordinances by those in authority. They sought the 
wealth and privileges of the political scene and made 
oompromises with the forces of evil. It became a night
mare of horror and atrocities for any Christian to 
stand for liberty and truth. Hundreds of thousands 
of early Christians lost their lives in the inquisitions 
of the church of Rome throughout Europe and Asia. 
The dark ages fell over the earth as a mantle of ignor
ance and slavery spread over the people of the world. 

In time, the Spirit of God moved upor. men to re
volt against the tyranny of the church. The reformers 
sought to change the church, recognizing some of the 
gross errors, paganism, lack of purity in the doctrines, 
and the ignorance of the people. Stirred by the enor
mity of the that beset the served 
a purpose in God's plan as they worked to put the 
Bible back into the hands of the common man. Men 
were inspired to love liberty and worship of God in 

place of slavery and the worship of priestcraft ridden 
system of the church. Let it be said here that 
these men of the Reformation were e:mrageous and 
good men an evil spoke out and 
often suffered for it. 

The Reformation, as it was to be called did not 
solve all problems. There were separate movements 
that went various ways and added to the lack of untty 
of the faith. A careful study will prove this is true as 
history has now recorded. What also happened was an 
expansion of men's viewpoints and the explorati'.m of 
new lands. The search for freedom to wJrship God 
pushed men westward to the America's. While some 
sought only a change in the church, others became 
convinced that only a restoration of the primHive 
church could bring together the people into the fel
lowship of God. 

Martin Luther believed, "That the ancient and prim
itive church must, on the one hand, be restored in op
position to the papacy by which it had been sG long op
pressed." (Emphasis by AGS) 

John Wesley wrote of, "God's arisin:g to maintain 
His own cause, and set up His kingdom over the earth.'' 
(Sermon 71) 

Charles Wesley wrote in verse: 

Almighty God of Love 
Seit up the attractive sign, 

And summon whom Them dost approve 
For messengers divine. 

From favored Abraham's seed 
The new apostles choose, 

In isles and CGntinents to spread 
The dead-reviving news. 

Roger Williams "The of Antichrist 
hath so far corrupted all that there can be no recove,ry 
out of that till Christ shall send forth ""'"'n'"'""' 
to plant churches anew-" (Emphasis AGS) 

There were others such as Alexander 
who looking at the problems of the pn)te:SJtanit 
that evolved from the Reformation 
see no solution other than a restoraHon of the 
tive church in doctrine and an authoritive 
under God. 

It is to the lands of the western 
we believe God led many to come 
and It is under such conditions of 
freedom that God could find men who could be trusted 
with the task of restoration of the Church of 
Christ in its primitive doctrines and It was 
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in America where the revelation of God to man could 

be accepted. A new nation rose out of the pristine 

forests and plains of the new world. Things that were 

new were expected to be, and that were old 

were put into new perspective. 

The era of the opening of the 19th century and 

into the 20th, saw an explosion of knowl

edge such as the world had never experienced. The 

forward thrust of this is still with us in 

this jet age of space travel. 

"But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up ,the words, and seal 

the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run 

to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. (Daniel 

12:4) 

We are made keenly aware that this increased 

knowledge has not extended to human relations or to 

the establishment of peace among peoples and natLons. 

Wars are now world-wide and corruption in govern

ments has not abated. In fact, the godless materialism 

that is expressed in insatiable human greed is evi

dence of inrJads made by satanic oowers in 1the hearts 

of men. 

There is the promise that in the end time there 

will be a spiritual awakening. Ji'or those who seek the 

narrow path of righteousness, the wonders of the phys

ical world around them will be eclipsed by the powers 

of God. With hope we read, "And i1 shall oJme to pass 

afteirwards, that I will pour out my spirit upon all 

flesh; and your sons and daugh!ters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, your young men 

shall see visions; and also upon the servants and upon 

the handmaidens in those days will I pour out my 

spirit." (Joel 2:28, 29) 

We are encouraged to humble ourselves and repent 

of our sins, lest the judgments of our God be heaped 

upon our souls. Let us arise as men and declare our 

allegiance to our God and Let us make haste 

to "Seek ye Erst the kingdJm of God and His righteous

ness." (Matt. 6:33) 
Your brother in Christ, 
Elder Arthur G. Smith 

THE BURNING 
OF THE NAUVOO TEMPLE 

(Part II) 

" 'I started for the top which I soon gained and found 

a good place to start my fire wh,ere it would get a good 

start before it would shed any and be seen from 

the ollitside. After seeing it start to success I began to 

retrace my with and a for I was 

sure that the Templ.e was as goJd as burned, with a 

chance for me to burn with it, for I had bst my way 

and did not know which way to turn to get out, al

though I had been through the a number of 

times before. I had thought if I would succeed at last 

in getting out, that I would be sure to get caught by 

the steward, for he wJuld soon be back and in all 

probability would have help with him, for I was certain 

that he would lay the missing key to us. You can im

agine my fe.eling, being left in the burning Temple, 

and in case I did escape the fire I was sure of an ar

rest. I ran first one way, then the other, in hopes of 

gaining some passage that I would know so as to find 

my way out, but all to no purpose. I was getting worse 

lost all the time, and I could not tell one direcUcm 

from another, for it was as dark as an Egyptian night. 

At last I came to the stairway going up and I took it 

with the hope that it would lead me back to where 

I had started the fire and I could then take a new start. 

After going up two pairs of stairs and thri.:>ugh many 

halls I came to a square turn and a light shone way 

down the passage in the opposite direction from what 

I wanted to go, brut I thought it best to go and see what 

i was or who it was, and I soon discovered that it was 

my fire which was burning at a fearful rate, sending 

its fiery tongue clear across ,the hall 

" 'I drew as near as I could and I happened to see 

Squire McCauley's bandana handkerchief lying on the 

floor a short distance from the fire on the opposite 

side of me. So I knew that my way led through the 

fire as that room was the end of our trip. Now what 

was I to do? I knew no other way out but thricmgh the 

Hre. I became horror stricken. Was I to be burned up 

by my own hands? 0 G:id, what shall I do? Not know

ing as were what I did, I threw my coat over my head 

and made a dive through ,that hell .of fire, strikling my 

full length on the floor and I rolled over and over 

until I got ollit of reach of the fire. When I got to 

my feet I took off my coat and extinguished the fire 

that caught in the lining, after which I plllt it on again. 

With difficulty I tried to run, for I seriously hurt my 

arm and one of my legs from my fall on the floor, 

but was so exctted at the time that I did not realize 

the pain until afterwards. With the assistance of a 

few matches I had, that I now thought of, I kept strik

ing them along the way, and at last reached tihe 

door that I had been going through and found it stand

ing open. The squire had come and thrown it open in 

hopes I might be able to see a star from without. 

' "They were satisfied that had 

ed on account of my You can imagbe our feel-

ings when I through the doo,r. I pulled the 

door to and locked it and ran away in an easterly di

rection, the judge and squire following. I was sore, 

lame and burned and a1most choked, not being able 

to speak and when I came to a well about one hundred 

away, I drank and threw the key in the well. 

I then told the to scatter and go to the horses, 

which did. They there long before I did fi:)r 

I was almost beyond going at all. After reaching the 

horses I told them the job was done and for them 

to go in different directions and home as S;)()n 

as possible and avoid meeting anyone. They objected 

to leaving me as they were afraid I was hurt internally 
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which I was fearful was the case, I had inhaled the 
fire and thought my time had come. I told them to 
go, that I would pull through all right. So the squire 
took the river road up the river to Appanooce ten miles 
distance! the judge took the road to Carthage, about 
sixiteen miles distant to the south; while I took the 

road in the direction of Pontoosue, twelve mies 
distant. 

" 'After about one-half mile, I looked toward 
Nauvoo and I saw a and the next min
wte the flames burst through the roof and lit up the 
country for miles as liight as day. I pwt my horse into 
a dead run in the direction of the Missouri timber, 
which I gained in time without being seen, as the peo
ple on the road were all in bed, but I had no sooner 
jumped my horse over a fence into a field and seoreted 
myself behind some bushes when along came seven 
horsemen on their way to the fire, which had by this 
time been discovered twenty miles around. After they 
had passed I again tried to mount my horse, but found 
it impossible and found my leg had swollen so that I 
could not walk. I was in a fix, sure enough. What to 
do I did not know, but I had to do something, SJ I 
got down on my hands and knees and crawled on to
ward a cluster of trees, leading my horse. When I 
arrived at the timber I fortunately found a large tree 
which had been cut down, leaving a high stump; crawl
ing upun this stump I managed to back on ,the back 
of my horse, and went back, jumping my horse over 
the fence back into the road.'" 

(to be continued) 

LOVES WA:3NING AND ENTREATY 

To all who hope within Christ's fold 
To find a plnce 

And safety, when long-threatened ills 
Shall flood the earth apace. 

To all who on His altars lay 
The homage of their lip, 

But elsewhe,re pay the tributes that 
Reveal discipleship; 

Who cry aloud: "Lord, Lord," to 
In forms of song and prayer; 

But in his life and counsel see 
Few garments fit to wear, 

Whose words extol the "narrow way" 
And praise the "bread from heaven" 

While yet they tre,ad the world's wide 
And feast upon it's leaven. 

To all who count it 
Earth's pleasure to assign 

A place in courts designed of God 
For heaven alone to shine. 

Who cry; "Thy kingdom come . will 
On earth be done, 0 Lord," 

While Adam holds dominion 
Their carnal will's accord. 

Heedless that God's true sovereignty 
Is where His ways obtain 

And heaven is the consequence 
Of His exclusive reign; 

wist not that in answering 
Their prayer, He must demand 

The space they fill, or in their lives 
Have absolute command. 

To all who see not Omega 
In Alpha and whose fear 

Gives Hagar place and thus with flesh 
Invades the Spirit's sphere; 

Who find not in God's covenant 
Sufficient, and who swear 

Allegience at the shrines to gods 
Or idols found elsewhere. 

To all who Mammon's gauge employ, 
Heaven's attitude to rate, 

And !Jok for "Houses made with hands," 
God's smile to indicate; 

Who in structures and in lands -
In increase of earth's ware 

And alien fellowship behold 
His church's wealth - beware! 

To all who think that heaven chords 
Their choruses of mirth 

And lauds their schemes to dramatize 
The scenes of Holy Birth; 

Who in God's altars see a stage 
For spectacled display 

And think their images thereon 
Reveal a better way; 

"A better way!" 0 fo~ls:' hath God 
Of wisdom been bereft? 

And unto your 
Has 

How oft must He repei:ct: 
"MY ways are not your ways," but mine 

Alone can serve the purposes 
Of InfiU: te design. 

Wedded in Gospel covenant 
To Christ, professedly; 

But with the world consorting still, 
In s::ml adultery: 

His grace will sanctify 
The union and it's brood 

If fode-ed within the house He built 
Their presence to exclude. 

"Beware 
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God's hand must reach 
The length of your distrust 

And smite the feet that tniJmple His 
Lonf"Uffering in the dust. 

The elements His signal wait, 
To move avengingly 

And time is ripe for 
The field of destiny. 

The sickle whetted by God's hand 
For this in ancient years, 

Has ended it's long rest and on 
It's bfade no rust appears. 

The field sown with terrestial seed 
By self-indulgent hand, 

In hope that a celestial yield 
Therefrom would bless the land, 

Is travailing and from it's womb 
An offspring will emerge 

Whose advent meam disaster -
Whose song will be a dirge. 

Oh, ye who trumpet Zion, list, 
The arm on which you lean 

Will fail of your expectency 
And leave you bare and lean. 

The idols of your hope before 
The coming blast win quail 

And leave your misplaced confidence 
It's folly to bewail. 

But, from the fields of sacrifice, 
By self-denial sown 

With an~ient seed, prepared by God -
Supplied from heaven alone -

Shall come a call for garners vast, 
From reapers who were not 

Ashamed of Christ and by His 
Contentedly have wrought. 

These are they whose eyes beheld 
In "living sacrifice," 

Love's offerings - not in self alone 
But gems of higher price: 

Their wills, affect'ons and their ways 
Were on the altar piled, 

And choosing God's - their lives to Him 
Became thus reconciled. 

These are Christ's - they choose to walk 
Where He had shed the light. 

These are Christ's - in Him 
They found their chief del' ght. 

These are Christ's- - by sacrifice 
They gave His methods place 

To execute in them the plan 
And purposes of Grace. 

nrn-t .. ,,vor! shall find 
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Their wisdom then by tongues thait scorned 
Shall freely be confessed. 

As Joseph's shining anciently 
Shall their uprising be, 

To honored place, as saviors, clothed 
With holy dignity. 

Let all who herein shall discern 
Their Shepherd's fond appeal, 

Give heed and at the single shrine 
Of His appointment kneel, 

And fill the linger;ng interval 
Of moments that remain 

With evidence that clearly proves 
They have not beard in vain. 

Given through Joseph Luff on February 10, 1930. 
The emphasis are my own. 

Amy Schrader 

CONCERNING THE GOSPEL STORY 
Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

What a wonderful story it is when our ministry 
bring it to us through the power of the Spirit; the 
whole story of creation and salvation. In betwe,en is 
the story of the fall. Oh, what sadness, bitterness and 
suffering in that part of the story; to have been de
ceived by the cunning of the evil tempter and then 
to know themselves naked in their disobedience, not 
only of body but naked of soul, too, before the Lord, 
in their sin, which made them, for the first time, fear
ful in the presence of the Lord. 

Sin can bring a terrible fear when we recognize 
ourselves naked before the Lord. The fig leaves they 
fashioned could not hide thait nakedness, and they had 
died spiritually in the moment of disobedience just 
as the Lord said they would. Oh, what bitterness! And 
with their fall into sin all creation fell. But the Lord 
knowing this would happen had a way prepared by 
which to bring his creation back into his presence. 

So the Lord to Adam his own voice and 
by ministering angels and by his holy 
him the way of salvation through his only 
who should come in the meridian of time, yes, even 
Jesus Christ the Savior of the world, the way 
whereby one may gain salvation and eternal life. And 
this salvation is unto all mankind from Adams day 
to this day and all who will be, v·ho have and do and 
will believe on the name of Jesus Christ, and seek Him 
with all their hearts, repenting of their sins and 
obedient to His commandments as He opens unto them 
what His commandments are; and He has 
revealed to man what His first and greatest command
ments are: to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, 

and and to love our as 
ourselves. God is and we must become love also. 
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Jesus Christ is the story of salvation. If we keep 
this wonderous story in our hearts, in our vision, from 
day to day letting it's promises, it's wonders, its glor
ies fill us continually, and as we open our hearts to 
Him, He will come in and sup with us and abide with 
us and we with Him, that we might have eternal life 
with Him for ever and eveT in His kingdom ,of glory. 
This is our joy; our hope and our joy that lasts 
forever through all trials which we are called up-0n 
to bear in this life. This is a joy that endures through 
all the heart-breaks and tears of our earthly pilgrim
.age. It is the joy to be f:ound in the gospel story. 

Oh, Brothers and Sisters, we have been given the 
fulness of this wonderful gospel of Christ; if we be
lieve it, how can we ever say or write enough about 
it? Let us seek to understand it all, with much pcayer 
and fasting, that iit might be taught, be expounded; 
yes, we need it's fulness written and exp-0unded in this 
Zion's Advocate, that we might truly believe and be 
led by the Holy Spirit; that we might be up and doing, 
living accJrding to it's teachings and receiving accord
ing to it's promises. 

Oh, let us rise up, ye men (ye children) of God. 
Let us have done with lesser things; giving heart, and 
soul, and mind and strength to serve the King of Kings. 
Let us rise up; His kingdom tarries long, oh, let us 
bring in the day of brothe.rhood and end the night of 
wrong. Rise up, the Church for us dJth wait, her 
strength unequal to her task, rise up, and make her 
great. 

Lift up the cross of Christ (His way of salvation); 
walk in the steps He trod, (live as He lived) as broth
ers, (children and heirs) of the Son of man, rise up, 
oh Saints of God! 

Oh, Brothers and Sisters, let us 

At His command and in His name 
Whose pJwer to save is still the same, 

Join in the song with glad acclaim, 
And tell the Gospel Story. 

And tell the gospel stor; 
Of Christ the King of Glory; 

Our grateful songs again to raise 
And tell the gospel story. 

What a wonderful Savior we have. What a wonder
story it is! There is no place to end the telling and re
telling of the hope and salvation which comes to us 
through Jesus! 

Lovingly, 
Your Sister in 
Stella 

The Lord does not speak common sense; he speaks 
uncommon sense. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

"We are not storerooms, but channels, 
We are not cistei·ns, but springs, 

our benefits onward, 
our blessings with wings. 

Letting the water fl::iw outward 
To spread o'er the desert forlorn; 
Sha.ring our bread with our brothers; 
Our comforts with all those who mourn." 

EAST INDEPENDENCE LOCAL NEWS 
Please forgive me for not writing for a few mJnths. 

I'm behind on the events and happenings due to being 
ill and in the hospital, but I have a wonderful testi
mony of the Lord's goodness and I'd like really ,to share 
it with everyone. 

The third week in October I caught cold and by 
the second week of November I was in bed completely. 
I was administered to and was able to sleep through 
the night fo:- the first time in weeks. 

Several days later I was still not getting any strong
er and by Sur day I was seized with a panicy fear that 

was wrong. 

I called for one of the eldeirs to stop by on his way 
to church. He asked about my problems and my fears, 
and prayed for my peace . It was given. I 
calmed down and slept for several hours. 

the third week of November my sister-in
law, who is also a sister in the church, came ito drive 
me to the doctor. My body ached all over, my head 
p-0unded, a~1d my eyes were dilatP.d, and I was think
ing only of how horrible I felt. Though my mind was 
in a fog, one thought penetrated through. "I am the 
Great " At that moment I asked her t::J turn 
back and we went by the church where I was admin
tered to I felt calm once again and we proceeded 
to the doctor who sent me t::i the hospital for tests and 
a physical. 

It didn't take long to find I had 
was toxic from lack oif enough fluids 
doses of medication I'd been taking. 

The doctor who would care for me was a new as
sociate of my regular doctor. I was disturbed 
since we'd never met, but I found him caring and a 
good family man. He even apologized for not v~Luu,,,-, 

in until after church on but I was reasured! 
When found aL abnormal mass in my breast 

I was distressed to say 1the least. scheduled sur-
gery for th.I') my were 
clear. 

I am not a brave person when it comes to 
hospitals. The motto I shared with all was, "If it hurts, 
don't do it." I usually worry myself into a panic, but 
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I had already received so many cards and vis1ts from 
my brothers and sisters in the church I felt I wasn't 
alone. 

On Sunday evening afteir spending the day with 
me, Steve left ,to be with our three little ones. Think
ing I would be alone all evening I was indulging in a 
little self pity when a sister called to say she was com
ing to be with me. They were having a prayer meet
ing in my behalf and she th.ought she'd join me in per
son. Though I d1dn't always realize it the Lord was 
ever near. 

I was elated to be 1;)Ved so much and yet felt so 
unworthy. I knew how little I had ever done for any 
of them. Their prayers gave me the strength to put 
my trust in God. 

The surgery was set for Tuesday at 11:30 but the 
surgeon, on my request, rearranged his whole schedule 
of surgery to take me first at 7:30. 

The anesthetist, who I liked immediately for his 
friendly reassuring manner, told me what would take 
place and reaffirmed my appointment time of 11:30. 
When I explained the change in time he was sorry since 
his cars were in the repa1r shop and he wouldn't be 
in until late that day. I was disappointed since he'd 
been so helpful. 

They had drawn blood several times in the same 
place and were trying a third, but the vein refused to 
give. Afteir many painful jabs, I closed my eyes and 
silently thought, "Oh Lord help her." Instantly, Steve, 
who was watching said. "She got it, Babe!" I couldn't 
help fee1 that all was under control. 

I was administered to the night before the surgery. 
I was not given knowledge everything would turn out 
alright, but I felt I had a choice to make. I could ac
cept God's will and have faith I was healed, or give in 
to panic. 

I chose God. It wasn't my strength alone because 
at times fea:-- would threaten to overcome me, but 
I'd think of all those who cared enough to pray for me 
and their love strengthened me enough to call on my 
Heavenly Father. 

While v.·aiting in the holding area before surgery 
the anesthetist popped in and said his cars were re
paired early. Who but God could make all things run 
so smoothly. 

The surgery was done. God heard our prayers. A 
benign cyst was removed! 

I know all my trials won't run so smoothly, but 
I'll remembe?' these blessings and be stronger in my 
faith next time. 

My heart is filled with love for my family who sup
ported me and cared for my children, but most of all 

it's filled me with love for those who in unity prayed 
for me. 

Knowing what their prayers did for me I will pray 
more earnestly for others. I hope the Lord blesses 
each one of you as He so greatly blessed me. 

My love to all, 
Melissa McGhee 

COLLINS LOCAL NEWS 
We saw our first snow flurry today. In sp1te of the 

fact that it means cold and not so pleasant weather 
ahead, I felt a sort of excitement build as I watched 
those pretty flakes float to the ground. Such a beau· 
tiful creation! 

Brother Tony Grzincic was our guest speaker for 
the month of September. He spoke on saJvage, as in 
salvation. He said God has an investment in us and 
wishes us not to fail, that we may be saved or "salvag
ed." He also asked us rhow we would evaluaite our 
spir1tual life . . . a thought well worth considering. 

October brought Brother .ttoland Sarratt to our 
1ocal, to speak to us. His main itopic was "being true 
so truth can show through us." He compared us to a 
pane of glass, telling us that our lives are an influence 
on people. We should let the gospel show through us 
clear and pure, not tinged with a film or haze, dirt 
dust, etc. which would hamper the true light we should 
be showing. What influence are we having on the 
people we come in contact with? Do we have a film 
or haze on our glass or are we showing throug:h our 
glass a pure, clean ligilt? 

November 1st was our Tr:-local Rally here in Col
lins and what a time well spent! We began our ser
vice at 9:00 a. m. wtth a beautiful sacrament and 
prayer meeting. You know, when I was a kid I never 
got too exci;ited about a prayer service. They seemed 
long and, why did so many people get so emotional? 
Now I know. The time flies by and the emotion touches 
my heart and often I wish the service could last for
ever. 

There W:t!re many wonderful testimonies and a 
good portion of the spirit of our loving Father. I was 
"re-fueled" as I'm sure everyone there was. 

Brother Arthur Smith was our 11:00 a. m. speaker. 
He said our appearance isn't what counts to one aruother 
or to God ... ]t's our soul and our heart. If we are of 
a proper :ir..ind we can walk with God through prayer. 

Brother Ikie Medders gave a beautiful sermon 
on love. He spoke of being complimentary to one an
other and the importance of words, touching, hugs, 
etc .... love and piles of it! He chose for a closing 
song a most appropriate hymn, "Loving Each Other." 
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Our next speaker was Brother Virgil Addie. He 
said tt's hard for us to not be tempted. We must pray 
for each other, pray for guidance in daily work, for 
sick and oppressed, but above all, to thank God for our 
blessings. 

Brother Joe Yates was the last speaker of our 
Rally and by no means the least. He referred to the 
prayer service as "standing in God's courtroom." Later 
he said there is a principle to live by. When we have 
a chance to do an outstanding deed we're putting our 
light on a hill, not under a bushel. He also said that 
praying people have the promise of God giving them a 
blessing. He dosed by reading three poems and dedi
cating one to each of the speakers of the day. 

I'd like to mention a b1essing that happened at the 
beginning of the Rally. My mOJther, Leora Martin, had 
been :in the hospital at Springfield for a week. We 
brought her home Saturday before the Rally. She 
wasn't any better than when she went and ithe prospects 
of her going to church were almost none. She wanted 
to go and wanted to be administered to .. and so she 
was. Now the Rially began at 9:00 a. m. and was over 
by 4:00 p. m. Mom sat and enjoyed the entire day. 
Had you seen her the day before you would have said 
"impossible*" - - But not for God. 

Our pasto,r, Brother Ore!l Caviness, spoke to us 
the following Sunday on the "Mighty little things of 
life." He said we can avoid most of the big sins (mur
der, etc.) but it's the smaller, less noticeable sins we 
can't seem to get away from . - such as pride vs. hu
mility, selfishness vs. generosity, fault fii:.ding vs. 
praise, etc. These "little" things are what make or 
break our relationship to others and to God. "As ye 
sow, so shall ye reap." 

Our guest speaker for Novembe,r was Brother Isaac 
Brockman. I wish I was able to put on paper his 
entire sermon, but I'll try to give a few of the high 
points. He said, referring to a special that was sung, 
a talent is a God given gift and that we should use our 
talents. The patience and understanding of our Lord 
and Master would help us get along with owr fellow
man. We must learn as a people how to pray and reach 
God. We must have knowledge as to Whom we speak 
or God wir. not hear. We must set our worldly things 
aside to serve God. If we wait for "time" to serve God 
we won't have it - • the devil will see to that. We must 
take TIME! We need to "get our act together" and 
be about our Father's business. 

I guess that brings us up to date here. In parting 
I'll leave you with a thought from Brother Joe Yates: 
When you've done all you kniow to do that's right • -
then wiJJ. God keep his promise and show you another 
step to take. Also, if your mind is fixed on God, He 
will direct your thoughts. 

Your reporter, 
Czerna Kauffman 

1982 MISSOURI REUNION 
Efforts have been made for a more suitable ar

rangement for the Missouri Reunion in 1982. It was 
suggested that the reunion be held at Warrensburg, 
Mo. at one of the college dormitories. After an in
vestigation was made into the matter, it was agreed 
upon and the following arrangements have been made: 

Date: Friday, Saturday and Sunday, August 13, 
14 & 15, 1,82. The first meeting will begin 
at 9:00 a. m. August 13. 

Place: Warrensburg, Mo. at the East Hudson Con
ference Center. The building contains rooms 
sufficient to house all who come, as well as 
a kitchen and a meeting hall which is plenty 
large enough for our gatherings. 

Location: East Anderson Street, east off Hiway 13 in 
Warrensburg. 

Lodging: All rooms contain two twin size beds. Rooms 
rent for $12.00 for one person only (one 
bed used) and $16.00 for two persons 
(adults). It is permissible for two small 
children to sleep in the same room with 
their parents in sleeping bags on the floor. 
Two rooms share one bath. Bedding and 
linens are furnished. Lodging is available 
in ithe donnitory for Friday and Saturday 
nights only; you can rent for one night (eith
er night) if you choose. Pay for lodging 
must be made as you enter. Each family 
will be responsible for the cost of their 
lodging. Arrangements can be made for 
disabled and elderly if we are notified be
fore time. 

Food: Meals will be furnished, desserts included. 
Noon and evening meals will be served on 
Friday. Breakfast, noon and evening meals 
will be served on Saturday and Sunday. 
Money donations will be accepted from 
those who dine with us. No food donations 
will be accf'pted as all food is calered and 
will be paid out of the reunion fund. Only 
college hired personnel will be allowed in 
the kitchen for food preparation, etc. 

The expected result of this arangement for the 
reunion will be that all the necessities - - food and 
sleeping quarters - · will be taken care of in a way 
that we might all enjoy the time together in spiritual 
feasting. We can leave behind our worldly cares for 
a time and worship God in oneness if we will. We en
courage you all to attend and help make this the best 
Missouri Reunion ever. 

The greater the obstacle the more glory in overcom-
tng it. -Moliere 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES 

The 1982 Ministers' Conference (general member
ship) for the Church of Christ Lot) will com
mence Sunday, April 4, 1982. The business sessions 
will start at 9:00 A.M. Monday, April 6. A Solemn 
Assembly will be held prior to the conference, April 
2 and 3, 1982. 

The 1982 Ministers' Conference mem-
bership) of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) will be 
held Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, August 18th, 
19th and 20th at Independence, Missouri. 

WRrrI'EN MATERIAL FOR "ZION'S ADVOCATE" 

Articles, sermons, poems, news items, letters, 
notices, etc. which are appropriate to be printed in 
this paper are requested by the editorial staff. If pos
sible they should be typewritten on one side of sheet 
only, double spaced and grammatically corrected. If 
this is not possible, please send your material anyway. 
Send all material to one of the members of the editorial 
staff or to the generaf" church (see title page). The 
deadline for each month is the 7th Off the previous 
mooth. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS 

Send all orders to: Church ol Christ (Temple Lo!) 

P. 0. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051-0472 

ZION'S ADVOCATE SUBSCRIPTION RATE: 
Non-members $4.00; Foreign $4.50 Per Year 

Price Each 

Book of Mormon (Missionary Edition) ·······-······-·-······-······· $5.00 
Outline History of Church of Christ ··-······-··-··-··-····-··-··-... $4.00 
Book of Commandments (Paper Bound) ···-··-··-··-··-······-··-··· $2.80 
Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed ···-······-··-··· $2.90 
The Marvelous W orlc and a Wonder ···-··-··-······-······-······-··· $2.30 

!he Resloration Teaches God ·······-··-······· $2.50 
r-11~mr,cm Facts Concerning ihe Temple ···-······-··········-··· $!.30 

Temple Lot Deed ···-··-··-··-··-··-······-······-··--····-······-······-······· $ .30 
Changing of the Revelations ···-··-··-··-··-··-······-··-··-······-··-··· $ .SO 
Comprehensive Comparison of !o the Revelations $1.30 

A Brief History of the Church of ···-··-··-··-······-··-··-··· 
The Principles of lhe Gospel, Faith and Re·001:1taince 
The Principles of !he Gospel, The Laying on 
The Principles of the Gospel, Baptism ···-··-··-··-··--··-··-··-··· 

The Latler Heslora!lon ···-··-··-··-··-··-··-··-······-··-··········· 
Ar:>0s1acv or Which? ·······-··-··-······················ 

of Mormon (Tract) ···-··-··-··-··-··-··-··-··-······-··· 
Articles ol Faith and Practice of the Church of Christ 

Articles of Faith and Practice ,~,.,~"'~ .. , -·········-··-·······-···· .. ······· 
Articles of Faith and Practice, 
Se-rmone!les on the Teachings of Jesus ···························-······· 
Whcrt the Church T=ches in Hasped lo Mcrtrimony (Spanish) 

Baptism 
Zion 

Acts of the Ages (Spanish) ···-··-··-······-··-··········-.. -··· 
Divine Authority 

Sick Among You?" 

I Jronrr,,im,~ accepted 
prices of tracts exclusive ol postage are: In packs 

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS 
Speed delivery of your "ADVOCATE" by sending us your new 

address immediately. Mail lo: 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 
(USPS 699-300) 
P. 0. Box 472 
Independence, Mo. 64051-0472 

Each undeliverable "Advocate" is now costing the church 25 
cents. We would ro1her spend this on delivering your paper than 
its return to us. 

ZION'S ADVOCATE 
(USPS 699-300) 
P. 0. Box 472 

Independence, Mo. 64051 

Second Class Postage Paid 

Independence, Mo. 64051 

AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS 

The following materials are available on loan from the Audio, 
Video, Visual-Aids and Archeoloqical Committee: 

.. Mexico, Land of Contrast" - A SO minute slide program with 
taped narration about bow archeology supports the Book of Mormon. 

"Out of 11w Dust" - A 55 minute slide program with taped nar· 
ration about the story told within the Book of Mormon. 

.. A Lamp Unto MT Feet'' - A 35 minute slide program with 
taped narration about the story wiihin the Book of Mormon (directed 
toward Indian viewers). 

"'IJghl at Evening" - A 35 minute slide program with taped 
narration about the bringing forth of Book of Mormon and !he 
Restoration of the Church of Christ. 

"We Sing and We Tallc About Jesus" - A seri0t1 of Sunday 
School lessons, each with a leaching oulline, and illustration and 
a taped song lo be learned by primary or intermediate age children. 

Send all orders to !he Office Secretary, Church of Chris! (Temple 
Lot), P. 0. Box 472, Independence, Mo. 64051. Specify cassette 
or reel-to-reel ("We Sing and We Talk: ... " is available 
on cassette), Slide projectors and tape players are no! or,ovide<:t. 

We also provide a Sermon-by-Tape service. There is no charge 
for !he issuing of a casset!e !ape on a loan basis. Please refer lo 
the January 1981 issue of the Zion's Advocale for a listing, 
or write to Harold Gill. 18848 N. 30th Street. Phoenix, 85024. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Send all orders lo: General Sunday School Association Treas
urer, Church of Christ <Temple Lot), P. 0. Box 472, Independence, 
:Mlssourl 64051. 

Price F.ach 
Primary, Volume l, No. J, Childhood of Jes11s Print) N/C 
Primary, Volume L No. 2, Jesus' Ministry (Out of Print) 
Primary, Volume l, No. 3, Jesus' Ministry con't. ···-··-·-··-··· N/C 

Volume . No. 4, Lile of Jesus ···-··-··-··-··-··-·--··-··· N/C 
for Juniors (34 plus separate 

Donna 
the Stone (7 

Game "Who Am 

(No charge for single box lo a Local Sunday School) 
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