“And blessed are they who shall seek (o bring forth my Zion at that day,
for they shall have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost;” 1 Nephi 3:187
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By J. E. Yates

“If any man will hear my voice”
Our Savior still speaks today,

I will come in and sup with him
And will lead him all the way.

Many voices are calling to men,
Whether alone, or in busy marts;
But the Savior’s voice is surely known
When we purify our sinful hearts.

God speaks once, yea, twice, perhaps,
But men are slow to hear;

By sin and wrong their ears are dull,
Though the voice of Christ be clear.

True repentance, alone, can cleanse,
And he would have us pure,

Then, Babel voices call in vain,

And our Savior’s voice is sure.

I thought to know and verity,

God made true knowledge plain,

For no child of his who seeks to know,
Shall seek his voice in vain.
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Editorial . . .

HOW GOOD IS GOOD ENOUGH?

The constant need for man to improve himself is
inevitable while he is in his fallen state. It is as if
God intended for man to know his own imperfections
and not become stagnate in self-satisfaction. God would
that man should strive continually toward a higher
level than that which he was before. The whole pur-
pose of this probationary period centers around the
hope of reaching the goal of perfection, that man
might become like God.

One of the greatest enemies to the Christian is
self-satisfaction. When a person reaches a certain
level which he considers good enough and no longer
strives to improve himself morally or spiritually, he is
not a real Christian. He has not obtained the true
understanding of the gospel of Christ, that is the re-
vealment of the character of God.

The true Christian is ever attentive in overcoming
his own human weaknesses. He strives o replace his
humanness with spiritual qualities which he sees in
God. The unconverfed Christian, on the other hand,
seeks the false security in a “once saved, always saved”
religion. His capsule of lukewarmness is sufficiently
comfortable which is the highest of his asperations.

The most leading influences of today captivate the
unsuspecting masses info paths of quick and easy suc-
cesses. - Religions have updated their doctrine to satisfy
the demands of this spoiled and undisciplined gener-
ation. In the eyes of the modern evangelists, numbers
are more hmportant than guality. Numbers mean suc-

cess — quality is secondary to them.

The leveling off of the true standard of righteous-
ness to accommodate the run-of-the-mill applicant for
a quick salvation has been accompanied with a special
inducement designed to turn the head of almost any
sinner who has momentarily felt the need of religion. A
touch w©of the miraculous has heen incorporated creat-
ing high excitement to attract and convince the masses.

In years past a strong control on doectrines and
practices for appearance sake was maintained by the
leaders of religions, but more recently, they have
modernized their theologies by throwing open the doors
to countless unconventional practices and beliefs. They
say they have liberated themselves from the hypoc-
risies of the older generations, but it appears that they
have pull d the blindfold of misunderstanding down
a little tighter,

Modern man has tried to compromise the spiritual
things of God with his own carnal wills creating short-
cuts to his vain goals. He complicates his own vision
of truth by insisting that God endorse his misguided
version of it. His fantasies have attempted to pull
God down to the ways of the stumbling and ever er
roring human. He does not see the perfectness of God.
He does not recognize the strictness and the more ful]
requirement of the Law of God.

The blind leads the blind when the th
does not teach the full truth concerning the
ments of salvation. When a person’s hope is

eologion
require-
limited
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to lesser things, he cannot grow to obtain the greater.
If man does not have the true vision of God and His
requirements for perfection, he is left fo follow the
rut of half-truths with which he was indoctrinated. His
zeal is a smoldering torch which lacks the oxygen of
the {rue inspiration found in the realization of God.

The hope engendered in the people’s minds today
through the medium of religion generally inspires a
vision of heavenly paradise being only a place of re-
lief and comfort, an escape from the frustrations
and pains of this life. The requirement to obtain such
a paradise is usually depicted as being minimal. They
fail to recognize the need of preparation for paradise,
for it is truly a state of being, the result of striving
for perfection and enduring to the end through right-
eous conduct and attitude.

In this life man is able to exercise himself in faith,
hope and chairty, each a requirement in learning to
know God. Faith is the accepting of God as He is
without rationalizing or limiting His greatness. Hope
is the desire to be like Him, hungering and thirsting
after His goodness and promises. Charity is the deep
and constant appreciation of God and of all that He
has given to man. True faith, hope and charity eannot
be realized without consenting and dedicating oneself
to obeying God’s commandments fully.

Through obeying God’s commandments man is
able to overcome the flesh. His carnality becomes less
and less, and his spirituality becomes more and more.
His desires for goodness crowds out the lust of the
flesh. He loses interest in the things of this world;
profanity and lewdness are ugly to him. Things per-
taining to God and Christ are his first interests and
he always seeks to retain the favor of God through
constant prayer and repentance.

The person who desires eternal life through obed-
ience to God’s commandments looks steadfastly to the
righteousness and holiness of God. He embraces the
sureness and purity of God’s word, looking to that
promised goal of efernal life,

Eternal life is not a form of godliness in mundane
things, nor is it the thrill of experiencing the mirae-
ulous and the unexplanable. Eternal life is knowing
God. It is a here and now experience and condition.
It is the reaching above the things of this world to
God Himself through the Spirit of God. This is all
made possible through the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
for he has manifested the holy will of God to man. Let
us follow in the straight and narrow way to life eternal.

RLS
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1980 REFERENDUM VOTE
Bill #1, General Church Budget, 228 yes, 129 no.
Bill #2, August Ministers’ Conference Commence-
ment Date, 325 yes, 28 no.

The above two bills carried by a favorable majority.
For the apostles,

Robert H. Jensen, secretary pro tem.
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TO THE EDITOR
Dear Roland,

It is so good to see the Zion’s Advocate looking
alive and well. I'm sorry that I haven’t donated much
over the years. We all have a tendency to think our-
selves somewhat less than eloquent in our manner of
writing, and so don’t make an effort to support our
church paper. I hope that you are able to use these
two articles. They both appealed to my thought pat-
terns.

Although our church does not condone child abuse,
experts say that children recover more quickly from
physical abuse than from verbal abuse. Little minds
are so sensitive and innocent, and don’t forget easily
the things said by their parents in anger. 1 know that
we don't need printed prayers, either, but this one
“got to me where T live.”

We all do what we want to do, regardless of the
excuses we make to ourselves and others. Actually,
Tve found it easier on the conscience to do what 1
should do. T don’t like that guilty feeling that comes
from knowing that Ive let somebody down in not ful-
filling my Christian duty.

Your sister in Christ,
Becky Downs

A PRAYER FOR CROSS MOTHERS

Oh God, I was so cross to the children today. For
give me. I was discouraged and tired - and I took it
out on them. Forgive my bad temper, my impatience
and, most of all, my yelling. T am so ashamed as I
think of it.

I want to kneel down by the side of their beds, wake
them up and ask them to forgive me. But I can’t.

They wouldn’t understand. I must go on living
with the memory of this awful day, my unjust tirades.

Hours later, I can still see the fear in their eyes
as they scurried around trying to appease me, think-
ing my anger and manical raving was their fault.

Oh God, the pathetic helplessness of children! Their
innonence before the awful monster - the enraged
adult.

And how forgiving they are, hugging me so fer-
vently at bedtime, kissing me goodnight.

All T can do is straighten a cover, touch a small
head burrowed in a pillow and hope with all my heart
that they will forgive me.

Lord, in failing these little ones, whom you have
put in my keeping, I am failing you. Please let your
infinite patience and goodness replenish me for to-
morrow. :

Marjorie Holmes

B
A man who does not learn to live while he is getting
a living, is a poorer man after his wealth is won, than
he was before.
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A STUDY ON CHURCHES

First of all, we will lock at the definition of the
word “church.”  According to the complete and un-
abridged Webrster’s dictionary, it is derived from the
Greek words “kyriake” (supply house), ‘“kyriakos”
(belonging to the Lord) and “kyros’ (supreme POW-
er). Definition #1: An edifice consecrated to worship,
specifically for Christian worship. Definition #2: The
organized body of Christians in any particular distriet,
city, state, or country; as the “church” at Ephesus.

According to James Strong’s Greek dictionary of
the New Testament, the word “church” is translated
from the word “ekklesia,” meaning; a calling out, a
popular meeting, especially a religious congregation:
assembly.

Different people have different understandings of
the word “church.”” For instance, you may use the
word “church” in a sentence, and one person will think
of a building, another person will think of an organi-
zation, such as the Catholic’s, the Mormons, or the Tuth-
eran’s, and another person might think of all Christians
in general

We learn, however, from reading certain scriptures,
that it is the Lord’s desire that all Christians be united
in their faith, and that they all come io a meeting of
the minds and a union ©of the Spirit. Eph. chap. 4; Rom.
12:5; 1 Cor. 12:12, 13; Eph. 2:16; 1 Cor. 10:17; 1
Cor. 12:20, 27; 1 Cor. 1:10

Why then, are there so many different understand-
ings of the word “church” among Christians? It is my
hope, through the aid of the Holy Spirit, that all those
who read this article, may come to a common under
standing of the word “church.” In Paul's first epistle
to the Corinthian’s, chap. 2:9, 10, he fells us that “Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre-
pared for them that love him. But God hath revealed
them unto us by his Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth
all things, vea, the deep things of God”” Now, then,
we know that it is through the Holy Spirif, that we
are able to learn the truth of all things pertaining to
the Lord, Let us go on then, and learn the answer to
the question at the beginning of this paragraph. 1 Cor.
2:12-17:

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit which is of God; that we might know
the things that are freely given to us of God.

“Which things alsc we speak, not in the words
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with
spiritual.

“But the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.

“But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, vet
he himself is judged of no man,

“For who hath know the mind of the Lord, that
he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”
The reason then, for the vast differences of opinions,
is that some Christians still have the “spirit of the
world” dwelling within.

Let us go to Heb. 2:11, 12; “For both he that sanc-
tifieth and they who are sanctified are all of one: for
which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren.

“Saying, 1 will declare thy name unto my brethren,
in the midst of the Church will 1 sing praise unto thee.”
The cross reference from this last scripture, will take
you to Psalms 22:22, 25. “1 will declare thy name unto
my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will 1
praise thee”

“My praise shall be of thee in the great congre-
gation: 1 will pay my vows before them that fear him.”

We find from the scripture in Hebrews and in
Psalms, that the words ‘“‘church” and “econgregation”
are synonymous. According to James Strong's Hebrew
dictionary of the Bible, the word “econgregation,”
comes from the Hebrew word “gzhal” which means;
assembly, company, or multitude. In Eph. 1:23 and
Col. 1:24, it clearly states that the “church” is the body
of Christ. In 1 Cor. 12:12, 20, 27 and Rom. 12:5 and
1 Cor. 10:17, we learn that Christ’s people, or the mem-
ers, make up the bodv. In Eph. 1:22, Col 1:18, Eph.
4:15 and 5:23, it states that Christ is the head over the
chureh. Therefore, the “church’™ is, without a doubt,
the company or multitude of Christians with Christ at
their head. We have established the fact that the word
“congregation” used in the Old Testament, and the
word “church” used in the New Tegtament, have the
same meaning. Therefore, it is logical fo assume that
the word “church” used in the New Testament, did
not at any time refer to a building or a structure that
is built with hands.

The next question, then, is this: If the “church”
is the people, which people make up the “church,” the
Catholic’s, Protestant’s, or all Christian’s in general?
I we can now cease to think as the “world” thinks,
and begin to think with our spiritual minds, we can
find the answer to this question. In the Book of Mor-
mon, we find that, as the Lord thinks, there are only
two churches in existence, His and Satan’s. 1 Nephi
3:220, 221, “And he said unto me, Behold, there are
save two churches only: The one iz the church of the
Lamb of God, and the other is the church of the devil;”
Nephi goes on to state in verse 222, that “whoso be-
longeth not to the church of the Lamb of God, belong-
eth to that great church, which is the mother of abom-
inations;”

These scripture’s then, divide all churches into
two different catagories. Al churches who don’t be-
long to Christ, belong to the devil, and so it is with
individual people. There is an accurate description of
the devil's churches in 1 Nephi 7:50 “For the time
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speedily shall come, that all churches which are
built up to get gain, and all those who are built
up to get power over the flesh, and those who
are built up to become popular in the eyes of the
world, and those who seek the lusts of the flesh and
the things of the world, and to do all manner of in-
iquity:” In the previous scripture (48), he states that,
the “kingdom of the devil” shall be built among the
children of men, “which kingdom is established among
them which are in the flesh:” In 1 Nephi 3:224-228,
we find that the devil’s church is among the Gentile’s,
From these scriptures, we can establish the fact that
Christ’s church is relatively small, not very wealthy,
and unpopular in the eyes of the world.

Now then, we have narrowed the gap considerably.
We know that 2all churches which are wealthy and
popular in the eyes of the world belong to satan, but
does that mean that all other churches are Christ’s?
Maybe we can best answer this question by establish-
ing the reasons why Christ’s church is so small in num-
ber. First of all, in 1 Nephi 3:228, it states that Christ’s
church is small because of the wickendess of the devil’s
church. The devil’s church is far more appealing in a
“worldly” sense, and more people are atiracted to it.
Secondly docirine’s which are contrary fo Christ’s doc-
rine are introduced info churches in such a way that
they sway even the very elect. (Mat. 24:24; Eph. 4:14;
Heb. 13, 8, 9; 1 Jn4:1; Col. 2:4, 8

It’s because of these strange doctrines and false
teachers talked about in the above scripture’s, that
the “strait gate and narrow way” to everlasting life is
so hard for Christians to find. (3 Nephi 6:26; Mat. 7:14)

Let us now falk about Christ’s doctrine as it’s es-
tablished in the Book of Mormon and in the Bible. 2
Nephi 13:23-32: “For, for this cause have they been
shewn unto me, that ye might know the gate by which
ye should enter,

“For the gate by which ye should enter is repent-
ance and baptism by water: and then cometh a remis-
sion of your sins by fire, and by the Holy Ghost.

“And then are ye in this strait and narrow path
which leads to eternal life; yea, ve have entered in by
the gate; ye have done according to the commandments
of the Father and the Son;

“And ye have received the Holy Ghost, which wit-
nesses of the Father and the Son, unto the fulfilling
of the promise which he hath made, that if ye enter
in by the way, ye should receive.

“And now, my beloved brethren, after ye have got-
ten into this strait and narrow path, I would ask, if
all is done?

“Behold, 1 say unto you, Nay; for ye have not come
thus far, save it were by the word of Christ, with un-
shaken faith in him, relying wholly upon the merits
of him who is mighty to save;

“Wherefore, ye must press forward with a stead-
fastness in Christ, having a perfect brightness of hope,
and a love of God and of all men.
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“Wherefore, if ve shall press forward, feasting up-
on the word of Christ, and endure to the end, behold,
thus saith the Father: Ye shall have eternal life,

“And now behold, my beloved brethren, this is the
way; and there is none other way nor name given un-
der heaven, whereby man can be saved in the king-
dom of God.

“And now behold, this is the doctrine of Christ, and
the only and true docirine of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, which is one God, without
end. Amen.” There is also another account of this doc-
trine, by Christ himself, in 3 Nephi, pages 634 and
835. Some of the places in the Bible that you find
Christ’s doctrine specified are: Acts 2:38; Heb. 6:1-2;
Mat. 28:19; Mark 16:15, 16; Luke 24:47. In 3 Nephi
5:42, Christ states: “And whoso shall declare more or
less than this, and establish it for my doectrine, the
same cometh of evil, > Therefore, only the
churches who teach repentance, faith, baptism, laying
on of hands, resurrection and eternal judgment would
be Christ’s. Now there are churches who teach some
of these principles and leave others out and there are
churches who teach that there are other steps besides
these that are necessary fo take in order to enter into
the “kingdom of God.” But we know that anything
“more or less” than these six steps “cometh of evil”

Let us now delve into the controversial subject of
baptism, and the proper method by which it is done.
First of all, Webster’s dictionary states that the word
“baptism” is derived {rom the word “baptismos”
{Greek) which means; that which is dipped. The word
“baptize” ecomes from the Greek word “baptizein,”
which means to dip under water. Smith’s Bible Dic-
tionary, prepared by Willlam Smith L. D., states that
the word “babtisim,” properly and literally means im-
mersion.” James Strong’s Greek dictionary of the
New Testament states that the word “baptize” is de-
rived from the Greek word “baptizo” which means to
make whelmed (i. e. fully wet). The word “baptizo,”
is a derivative of the Greek word “bapto” which means
to cover wholly with a fluid. In the Book of Mormon,
3 Nephi 5:21-26, Christ states that the power to baptize
is given by him, and that baptism is to be done by im-
mersion, in the name of the Father and the Son and of
the Holy Ghost. Some scriptures in the Bible that in-
dicate that baplism was done by immersion are: Acts
8:36-39; Mat. 3:16; John 3:23; Mark 1:5, 9; Rom. 6:3-5;
Col. 2:12. Therefore we can conclude that baptism by
immersion, in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost, by someone having the author-
ity from God, is the only proper method of baptism.

The next thing to consider is the laying on of hands,
spoken of in Heb. 6:2. We find from Acis 8:14-17,
that the laying on of hands was necessary, following
baptism, in order fo receive the Holy Ghost, Also Acts
19;6, indicates the same thing. The Book of Mormon
reference 1o this subject is Moroni 2:2.

By coming 1o realize that the “laying on of hands”
by someone in authority, is the correct way to receive
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the gift of the Holy Ghost, the obvious gquestion is:
“Who has the authority?” This is another controver-
sial subject in churches today, therefore, I will delve
into this area very carefully, so as not to create con-
tention amongst my readers.

Probably the best place to begin would be with
the twelve apostles and how and when they received
their authority. Their authority was received after
Christ was crucified and resurrected. John 20:21-23.
“mhen said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you:
as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. And
when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

“Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto
them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retain-
ed.” However, the Holy Ghost did not fall upon them
at this time; the reason is given in John 16:7.

“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient
for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Com-
forter will not come unto you; but if I depart, T will
send him unto you.” The Holy Ghost fell upon the
apostles on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:2, 3, 4). The
twelve apostles on the American continent also re-
ceived the authority to give the gift of the Holy Ghost,
from Christ himself. (3 Nephi 8:69-71, Moroni chap. 2).
We can now agree that the original authority to give
the gift of the Holy Ghost has got to come from Christ
himself. From here we will go to the manner in which
this authority from Christ is handed down from one
man to another. 1 Tim. 4:14: “Neglect not the gift
that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy,
with the laying on of the hands of the presbylery.” The
word “presbytery” according to James Strong’s dic-
tionary of the New Testament, is translated from the
Greek word “presbuterion” which means: the order of
elders. Some more scriptures concerning the passing
on of authority are: Acts 6:1-8; Acts 13:1-3; 2 Tim.
1:86. In the Book of Mormon, Moroni chap. 3: “The
manner which the disciples, who were called the eld-
ers of the church, ordained priests and teachers.

“After they had prayed unto the Father in the
name of Christ, they laid their hands upon them, and
said, In the name of Jesus Christ I ordain you to be
a priest; {or if he be a teacher;) I ordain you to be a
teacher, to preach repentance and remission of sins
through Jesus Christ, by the endurance of faith on his
name to the end. Amen.

“And after this manner did they ordain priests and
teachers, according fo the gifts and callings of God
unto men; and they ordained them by the power of
the Holy Ghost, which was in them.” Before we come
to any conclusion on this, let us look at the word
“prophecy,” which is in 1 Tim. 4:14. According to Web-
ter’s dictionary, this word means: a foretelling; a pre-
diction; a declaration of something to come. In James
Strong’s Greek dictionary of the New Testament, the
word “prophecy” is translated from the Greek word
“prophetia,” which means; prediction. This word is
derived from the word “prophetes” which means: an

inspired speaker. Therefore, the passing on of author-
ty, must be preceded by an inspirational prediction,
after which the elders pray and lay hands on the one
who is to receive the authority.

We can now begin to see why the membership in
Christ’s church is so small in comparison o Satan’s.
Very few churches teach the receiving of the Holy
Ghost in this manner. Let’s now talk about the name
of Christ’s church.

The apostle Paul refered to the membership as the
“church of God.” (1 Cor. 1:2, Gal. 1:13, 1 Tim 3:5, 1
Th. 2:14, 2 Th. 1:4). In Rom. 16:16, he refers 1o them
as the ‘“churches of Christ.” In the Book of Mormon,
Christ was asked which name the church should be
called by. This was his answer, 3 Nephi 12:17-20; “And
the Lord said unto them, Verily, verily I say unto you,
Why is it that the people should murmur and dispute
because of this thing?

“Have they not read the scriptures, which say, Ye
must take upon you the name of Christ, which is my
name? for by this name shall yve be called at the last
day; and whoso taketh upon him my name, and endur-
eth to the end, the same shall be saved at the last
day;

“Therefore, whatsoever ye shall do, ye shall do it
in my name; therefore ye shall call the church in my
name; and ye shall call upon the Father in my name,
that he will bless the church for my sake; and how be
it my church, save it be called in my name?

“For if a church be called in Moses’ name then it
be Moses’ church; or if it be called in the name of a
man, then it be the church of a man; but if it be called
in my name, then it is my church, if it so be that they
are built upon my gospel.”

SUMMARY:

The word “church” means, a collective body of peo-
ple. In reality there are only two churches in exis-
tence. One church belongs to Christ, and one belongs
to Satan. Satan’s church is a worldly church, which is
built up to gain wealth and power over the flesh. It
is large in pumber and popular in the eyes of the
world, The doctrine’s taught in Satan’s churches are
contrary to the true doctrines of Christ. Christ’s chureh,
on the other hand, is small and cobscure. The docirine
it teaches for salvation are: repentence, faith, baptism
by immersion, and the laying on of hands, by someone
in authority, for the gift of the Holy Ghost. The author-
ity to give the Holy Ghost came directly from Christ,
and the church is called after His name. I could not
properly end this article without pointing out some
more very important scriptures: John 10:27-30: “My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they fol-
low me:

“And 1 give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of my hand.

“My Father, which gave them me, is greater than
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all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s
hand.

“] and my Father are one.”

John 6:37, 38, 39: “All that the Father giveth me
shall come to me; and him that cometh to me 1 will in
no wise cast out.

“For 1 came down from heaven, not fo do mine
own will, but the will of him that sent me.

“And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me,
that of all which he hath given me I should lose noth-
ing, but should raise it up again at the last day.”

Christ knows all those people who are his and they
are drawn to him by God. John 6:44: “No man can
come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw
him: and I will raise him up at the last day.” For
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those people who have not vet come to the knowledge
of the truth of Chrst, we can only plant seeds and
water those that have already been planted, and then
patiently wait for God to give the increase. (1 Cor.
3:6-9) Keep in mind that Christ’s people, who have not
yet come to the knowledge of the truth may be those
who most Christian’s pay the least attention to. Re-
member that Paul persecuted the churches of Christ,
Mary Magdalene was a harlot, and Peter, James, and
John were simple fishermen.

My prayer is for Israel, that we may be gathered
together again, one Nation, One God, and One Truth,
forever and ever. In the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen
Raina Wilson

TIMES
Robert H. Jensen
General Church Historian

The decade of 1980 is most likely to see at least
as much in fulfillment of prophecy contained in the
Scriptures and latter-day revealment, as any since
1830.

In the beginning of 1980 there existed greater na-
tional apprehension and anxiety over national and
world welfare, security, ecomomy, and social stability
than has existed in the lives of most of us, nothwith-
standing World Wars I and II, the “Bank Holiday”
(collapse) of 1929, and the terrible drought of the mid-
1930’s. We are faced in the 1980’s with extremely,
rapidly changing economic and social patterns. There
is a greater and growing spiritual dilemma in the nat-
onal mood teday. The 1980’s and 1970’s saw many of
the then vounger generation reaching out from the
“national culture” for something they sought, but could
neither define nor find. The frustration is still with
us today, though perhaps modified somewhat in its
image.

‘History is a prologue of the future’.

The cause of loss of confidence in society and
freedom in Government and economy, as the cause
for all other social ills, can be found in the Scriptures:
“ ... Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
(2 Corin. 3:17). Without that Spirit in abundance, there
can be no true and fully endowed liberty for the peo-
ple. When the Spirit of the Lord diminshes within the
people, they experience a diminishing of liberty and
freedom overall. With that liberty - true lberty -
comes the enabling blessings that permit growth of
faith and belief, true love, confidence, and dedication
to the keeping of the Gospel commandments.

It would be difficult in history to number the times
that the children of Israel of old, and even to the pres-
ent, have come under the chastisement of the Almighty
God, though they were designated as a ‘“‘chosen peo-
ple.” So many times were they afflicted to the point

of destitution both temporarlly and spiritually, and
this necessity in order to bring them back into a re-
membrance of their God and His love and concern and
stored blessings for them. It seems to have always
taken that ertreme and severe measure by God in or-
der to keep them from falling and staying away from
the One who created them and His commandments.

The populations of the world around are today no
different in basic nature and trends. They are follow-
ing the old, old path of falling away from their God.
The age of technology with all of its near ‘miracles’
has brought fo a very large portion of the world a fem-
poral or physical comfort and affluency not previouly
known. It has demanded an increasingly greater
amount of time and attention fo feed and maintain it.
As a result, there has seemingly come to be less and
less time and desire for the people to devote to the
service of their God. The demand for more time to
sustain and promote the “conveniences” and “luxuries”
of life, and to use them, has seemingly bred within
people an increasing desire “to get away from it all” -
from the taxing every-day duties of career or pursuit
to capricious carnal cavorting and companionship. Per-
sonal comforts and assessed temporal security have
eroded the old path of being concerned over one’s
neighbor. Indeed, a majority as many in a prior time
of history, have come to be: * . . . The people (that)
sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” (1 Corin.
10:7; Ex. 32:6). It has produced an impersonal attitude
toward the passing masses by one’s door step or place
of business.

The “good Samaritans” have become more content
to let the welfare agencies of Government take care
of the less fortunate at home. Abroad, while the re-
ligious heritage of helping the less fortunate has
somewhat survived, the altered methods of intended
assistance have in many cases fostered ill-will. The
entitled “Foreign Aid” by the United States has large-



Page 152

ZION'S ADVOCATE

October, 1980

ly contributed to the near state of national financial
insolvency. The peoples in all of these recipient coun-
tries of unprecedented gifts and grantts, with all of
their tremendous manpower and womanpower have in
the main not been given the privilege of expressing
the benefit received by returning their love to this na-
tion through the production of goods and services and
sharing their arts and sciences and worship of God.
There is an age-old proverb with monumental ac-
creditation: “When you give a man a loaf of bread, you
feed him for a day; when you teach him tfo plant
wheat, you feed him for life” True charity, one of
the three virtues in Christian love, not only includes
the giving of sustenances, but it also includes the im-
parting of knowledge and the teaching of skills, thereby
enabling the people to in furn help themselves and
then others to the extent of their aility. The love of
God in our hearts must be a growing thing - our
helping others to grow will help ourselves to grow. Life
is growth! If we plant a seed in the ground and do
not water and cultivate if, it will die. A gift given in
such a way that it is only permitted to lie until con-
sumed, can never grow and produce more of its kind.

There are times ahead of us fthat shall mightily
try the souls of mankind, Geod has always required
that His people be tried and proven., With the advance-
ment of the “latter times,” the systems of man shall be-
gin to fail as a means of security and provision; indeed,
already have. Ensigns are even now full-flung:

a. The week of May 5th the “First Pennsylvania
Bank announced that it was fo receive a mammoth
$1.5 billion loan package from the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation (FDIC)) and 25 private banks,
the largest rescue package ever put fogether to save
an American financial institution from bankruptey.”(¥)
“Like many other bankers and economists, he (Robert
Abboud, Chairman, First National Bank of Chicago
-thi) figured that interest rates had peaked. When
rates continued up toward 20%, his bank’s profits
nosedived $14 million in the first quarter.” (*) Total
personal savings account on January 1, 1980 fotaled
approximately $538 billion - FDIC had approximately
$5.3 in cash assets to cover them - only .00985%.)
(*) Reference: Time magazine, May 12, 1980.

b. Associated Press release from Wash., D. C.
“Congress on Friday approved emergency stopgap leg-
islation to keep Social Security checks from bouncing
next week, . . , if the debt limit weren’t extended by
Monday ‘some portion’ of the $9.5 billion in checks for
June Social Security benefits would not be honored.”
{Omaha World Herald, 5/31/80)

¢. Associated Press release from New Vork: (How-
ard) Ruff (author of ‘The Upcoming Monetary Col-
lapse, on the best seller book lists - rhj) prophesies
such dismal events as food riots, and he suggests that
the well-invested individual will have a store of de-
hydrated foed on hand to keep body and soul together
during the eventual collapse.” (Council Bluffs, Iowa
Nonpareil, 5/29/80)

d. The week of May 25th a large Nebraska bank
refused to cash an IRS income tax refurn check for a
young woman who had an account with them - Reas-
on: She didn’t have enough funds in her personal
account with that bank to cover the check in case
the Government Treasury wouldnt have enough
money in its accounts to cover it.

e. Etc,, ete., etc.

A word of prediction: Do not be surprised if
the Saints of God find themselves having to gather
together in their localities in the not too far distant
future for physical survival, and of necessity begin
to think in terms of, ‘One large potato is worth a
bowl of cereal,” ‘Y, bushel of corn is worth one pair
of handknit socks,” ‘3 bushels of wheat are worth a
warm sweater.

The urging of the last several years is repeated,
for individuals and groups to search for knowledge
of survival methods - natural foods of both garden,
forest and field (both production and preservation),
early-day crafts and skills for hand-production of
of clothing, homes, tools, furniture, ufensils. Just
one example of that type of knowledge: Wheat is a basic
food substance from which many preparations can be
made; it has been estimated through study and re-
search that 300 Ibs. of whole wheat only will sus-
tain one person with the basic food elements for a
period of one year (there are 60 1bs. of wheat to one
bushel, which equals only 5 bushels per year per
person required. From that start, a whole catalog
of information can be assembled through study and
research. County and State extension offices are
brimming with such information. Such a study can
be rewarding from both an educational, practical and
enjoyable standpoint for both individuals and groups.

The acquisition, preparation and preservation {(dry-
ing, canning, pickling) of food and the production of
clothing and shelter in the second century prior ac-
counted for most of the people’s waking hours. Trans-
portation distances were extremely limited, Social
life consisted mainly of association with family mem-
bers and close neighbors. Activities were largely com-
prised of joint preparation and sharing of food and
meals, “bees” for hand-production of homes and barns,
clothing, bedding, fabrics for decorative purposes
{table cloths, wall hangings, bed-spreads, rugs, etc.),
and church worship services and “socials” on Sunday.
Most of their individual and group activities were sur-
vival and worship oriented - didn't have time for
much play or “recreation.” One of the most reward-
ing activities for mortal persons is the producing, use
and sharing of items from the labor of their own hands.
It was so intended by God (Genesis 1:27-31; 2:15; 3:19).

A word of hope:

“Whoso causeth the righeous #o go astray in an
evil way shall fall himself inte his own pit; but the
upright shall have good things in possession.” (Prov-
erb 28:10)

l
l



!

October, 1980

“0 fear the Lord, yve his saints; for there is no
want to them that fear him. The young lions do lack,
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and suffer hunger; but they that seek the Lord shall
not want any good thing.” (Psalm 34:9-10)

TO SCATTERED MEMBERS AND FRIENDS

When I began these series of articles I emphasized
time as an element that had a great deal of importance
in the work of the Lord. He is timeless; yet He being
the Creator of the universe set in motion all things
within a #time shared environment - the earth, the
stars, the sun, the moon, the sky, the sea and all of
the creatures of the earth. There was a time assigned
for the creation of man, and a destiny was set for the
end of all things, even the end of man. I was for the
pleasure of our Lord that all things were made and
to this end we all are drawn to worship Him, that we
might answer to Him when He shall call,

To the end of His work there is a time set for
rest and reward which we can share. To this end the
Kingdom of God, the Church of God, the Church of
Christ was brought into being; and times - seasons of
1abor and harvest - have heen assigned to the men of
God down through the ages to call men to repentance
and faith, to preach the acceptale word that should
bring about our soul's salvation into the Kingdom -
into the very presence of God. For a reading this month
please furn to Ecclesiastes, chapter three.

More than once T have pointed to the message that
the Secriptures bear of the work of Jesus and His King-
dom. Around Him all things center, the chief corner
stone from which all measurement of Godly things
start and return. Jesus surrounded Himself with twelve
men whom he called Apostles, and to them He gave
the power to do great and marvelous deeds and mir-
acles that He thought were good in the work of His
Y¥ather in Heaven. He gave them specifications of
conduct and doctrine with the authority to carry them
out to the world. He led them fo do the work of the
Faher after He left them. and gave them a great out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit that they never forgot. This
was to confirm the testimony of the gospel in their
hearts until the death of each sealed his voice. Manv
of them were given the burden of writing these things
for our blessing even todav. These were the officers
of the King who had authority to represent the King-
dom of God in their lifetimes.

As the story in the Bible opens in the Acts of the
Apostles, we find these men now beholding the ascens-
ion of their Lord into Heaven. As they watched. two
angels stood by to minister to them saving, “Ye men
of Galilee, why stand ve gazing into Heaven? This
same Jesus, which is taken up from vou into heaven,
shall come in Y¥ke manner as ve have seen him go in-
to heaven.” (Acts 1:11). What a tremendous nromise!

Left alone? Yes in a troubled world that was be-
coming more hostile to the followers of Jesus dav by
day. These men now turned to the task that was theirs

- the choosing of one man {0 take the place of Judas,
who had committed suicide after his betrayal of Jesus.
After several days of prayer and worship with others,
Peter called attention fo the need to make a choice,
They understood the office of apostle was to be a perm-
anent part of the Church of Christ in their day. They
cast lots and by the guidance of the Spirit, the lot,
or choice fell upon Matthias. He was then numbered
with the eleven apostles.

Not long after this we find that a man named Saul
would be called to this same office; he would become
known to the whole Christian church as Paul. He
would become no less an apostle than any of the first
twelve men. He would becomse the most well read be-
cause his ministry would bes written in several books
of the New Testament Scriptures. Who hasn’t read
of Paul? He was an apostle with a mission that was
to reach all the world. God spoke to Ananias, who
was sent to minister to Saul “Go thy way: for he is
a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the cchildren of Israel” (Acts
9:15) In time he was ordained, “As they ministered
to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate
me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have
called them. And when they had fasted and prayed,
and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.”
{Acts 13:2-3)

From this time forth we read of the works of Paul
as an apostle of the Lord, and Barnabas his companion,
also an apostle. This will then make fifteen men whom
the Secrintures record as being called fo this office
within the church. Paul understood the nature of the
office; this is apparent in that he in two separate writ-
ings identified it with the church. Writing to the E-
phesians he wrote, “And he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas-
tors and teachers; for perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ. (Eph, 4:11, 12).

Writing to the church ai Corinth - “Now ye are
the body of Christ, and members in particular. And
God hath set some in the church, first apostles, sec-
ondly prophets . . . 7 (I Cor. 12:27, 28) Paul believed
in the apostolic office as a part of the Kingdom of God,
or the Church of Christ.

Do you agree with Paul? What can we say to the
word of God as a reliable witness of fruth? Where
are we to find the Kingdom? ¥ we find it, will we find
apostles as a part of God’s Plan?

Your brother in Christ,
Elder Arthur G. Smith
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LETTERS OF OLIVER COWDERY No. 5

To: W. W. Phelps: Dear Brother:

Yours of the 6th ult. is received and published in
this number. It contains so many questions that 1
have though I would let every man answer for him-
self, as it would occupy a larger space to answer all
of them than would be proper to devote at this time.
When I look at the world as it is, and view men as
they are, 1 am not much surprised that they cppose the
truth, as many perhaps do; and indeed the more I see
the less 1 marvel on this subject. The talk of heavenly
communications, angel's visits, and the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, now, since the apostles have fallen
asleep, and men interpret the word of God without the
aid of either the Spirit or angels, is a novel thing
among the wise, and a piece of blasphemy among the
craft-men. But so it is, and is wisdom that it should
be so, because the Holy Spirit does not dwell in un-
holy temples, nor angels reveal the great work of God
to hypocrites.

I am aware that a rehearsal of visions of angels
at this day is as inconsistent with a portion of man-
kind as it formerly was, after all they boast of this
wise generation in the knowledge of the truth; but
there is a uniformity so complete, that on reflection,
one is led to rejoice that it is so.

You will remember to have read in Daniel: “And at
that time (the last davs) shall Michael stand up, the
great prince, who stands for the children of thy peo-
ple;” and also in Revelations: “I am thy fellow-ser-
vant, and of thy brethren the prophets.” Please com-
pare these sayings with that singular expression in
Hebrews: “Are thev {(angels) not all ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of
salvation?” And then let me ask:

First: Are the angels now in glory, the former
prophets and servants of (God?  Secondly: Are they
brethren of those who keep his commandments on
earth? And thirdly: Have brethren and fleshly kin-
dred, in the kingdom of God, feeling of respect and
condescension enough io speak to each other, though
one may be in heaven and the other on the earth?
Fourthly: If angels are ministering spirits, sent forth
to minister for those who shall be heirs of salvation,
will they not minister for those heirs? And fifthly; If
they do, will any one know it7 Sixthly: Will Michael,
the archangel, the great prince, stand up in the last
days for Israel? Seventhly: Will he defend them from
their enemies? Eightly: Will he lead them, as they
were once led. And ninthly: If so, will be be seen?

These questions I leave without answering, because
the reasoning is so plain, and so many might be brought,
that, they must be at hand in the heart and mind of
every Saint. But to the gospel, and then to the gath-
ering.

The great plan of redemption being prepared be-
fore the fall of man, and the salvation of the human
family being as precious in the sight of the Lord at one

time or at another, before the Messiah came in the
flesh and was crucified, as after the gospel was preach-
ed, and many were found obedient to the same. The
gospel being the same from the beginning, its or-
dinances were also unchangeable. Men were com-
manded to repent and he baptized by water in the name
of the Lord, and were then Dblessed with the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit being thus given, men were
enabled to look forward to the time of the coming of
the Son of Man, and to rejoice in that day, because
through the sacrifice they looked for a remission of
their sins, and for their redemption.

Net only did the ancient look forward to the time
of the coming of the Messiah in the flesh, with delight;
but there was ancther day for which they sought and
for which they praved. Knowing, as they did, that
the fall had brought upon them death, and that man
was sensual and evil, they longed for a day when the
earth might again rest, and appear as in the be-
ginning —— when evil might be unknown upon its face,
and all creation enjoy one undisturbed peace for a
thousand vears.

To a remnant of them the gospel was preached by
the Messiah in person, but they rejected his voice,
though it was raised daily among them. The apostles
continued to hold forth the same, after the crucifixion
and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, until they would
hear it no longer. and then they were commanded to
turn to the Gentiles.

In these last days, to fulfill the promises to the
ancient prophets, when the Lord is fo pour out his
Spirit upon all flesh, he has determined to bring to
light his gospel, to the Gentiles, that it may go to the
house of Israel. This gospel been has perverted, and
men have wandered in darkness. That commission gif-
en to the apostles at Jerusalem, so easy to be under-
stood, has been hid from the world, because of evil,
and the honest have been led by the designing, till
there are none to be found who are practicing the or-
dinances of the gospelas they were anciently delivered,

But the time has now arrived, in which, according
according to his covenants, the Lord will manifest to
the faithful that he is the same today and forever, and
that the cup of suffering of his people, the house of
Israel, is nearly fulfilled; and that the way may be pre-
pared before their face he will bring to the knowledge
of the people the gospel as it was preached by his ser-
vants on this land, and manifest fo the obedient the
truth of the same, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
for the time is near when his sons and daughters will
prophesy, old men dream dreams, and young men
see visions, and those who are thus favored will be
such as embrace the gospel as it was delivered in old
times, and they shall be blessed with signs following.

Further, on the subject of the gathering of Israel
This was perfectly understood by all the ancient proph-
ets. Moses prophesied of the coming of the Messiah,
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where he said: The evil will befall you in the latier
days: because ye will do evil in the sight of the Lord,
to provoke him io anger through the work of your
hands.

After all this — after Israel has been restored, and
afflicted, and his enemies have also been chastised,
the Lord says: “Rejoice, O ye nations, with his peo-
ple; for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and
will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be
merciful unto his land and fo his people.”

I will give a further detail of the promises to Israel,
hereafter, as rehearsed by the angel

Accept assurance of my esteem as ever.

0. Cowdery

A TESTIMONY OF BELIEF

For some months I had felt my health failing daily.
This was manifested in a shoriness of breath, which
worsened with the passage of time. Chest pain, which
before had come intermittantly, now became continual.
Where before, physical exertion was generally needed,
now pain was steady and it was increasing in severity,
even during inactivity or rest.

Rising from a chalr, or walking a few steps was ex-
hausting, Raising my arms above my head, or attempt-
ing to, brought pain to my chest and exceeding heav-
iness in my arms. Pushing a lawn mower, sweeping
a floor, ironing a shirt brought pain and exireme dis-
proportionate weariness.

My spirits were chronically low already, because of
the family crises that had attended the last five years
and were hanging unresolved. More were occuring
daily, and still more anticipated on the horizon.

I had prayed for healing, though I felt unworthy,
all through this period. But, it must not have been
with real faith or else God was testing the rocts of my
belief. How wonderful had I been immediately able
to claim the promise in James concerning prayer for
healing: “The effectual fervent prayer of the right-
epus man availeth much.”

I had the sense that I was dying, that my life was
slipping away. I wanted to trust in God and be healed
by Him, and did not go to a Doctor. The time passed
and I prayed fo be healed, wishing that there were
elders near. One day, I decided to do as 1 had been
desiring, although had held back doing so, because I
live among unbelievers and because I had told none I
was ill. I did not want to worry the family who loved
me, or face the incredability of those who couldn’t
believe I could ever be ill. But most of all, I had clung
to the belief that God would heal me if I believed.

My decision was to contact the {wo elders in the
city about a hundred miles away. 1 didn’'t have their
phone numbers, so I called a very dear sister who lives
relatively near, just giving her the vague notion that
I wanted the numbers in the “remote case” of any
problem arising at any time, that they might be need-
ed. 1 acquired the numbers without betraying the
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reason to this beloved sister, who would have been so
concerned for me and not in the best health herself, al-
though along with her dear husband, she would have
been, as always, instant in providing help however pos-
sible. Having begun this course of action, deciding to
call upon the gifts of these elders if it came to that,
I continued fo pray and wait.

Our residence was then along a busy highway and
we were enclosed by other residences on both sides.
One family owned a business and the noise of tractors,
trucks and other heavy equipment spoiled the peace,
They had moved next to us possibly two years back.
The following year, a young couple moved next to us
on the other side, nice enough people, but spoiling the
privacy and semi-solitude we were accustomed to. 1
feel no animosity, nor should 1, against these people;
they must live and work as well as we. Nevertheless,
I found no quietness of spirit and sought to escape
houses inventions, noise and activity, the society of
telephone and passing cars. I wanted to commune with
God in relative peace and solitude.

We are fortunate to own a small twenty-acre tract,
(on to which we since have moved, June 1977), about
2% miles away. I climbed into the car, (but I believe
I would have walked inspite of the pain, if necessary,
1 was so impelled), and went over. There are three
tracts of about twenty acres each of cleared farmland
on three sides of our tract, before any farm residences
are builf, so there is some sense of apartness, while
still having the farms in view and accessible. There is
a house on the fourth side, across the dirt road, and
down only about one hundred feet also.

Once at the “Twenty,” I walked back in the green
hay-covered field and began again to pray although I
always prayed continually in my heart. I prayed that
if He didn’t desire to heal me completely, that He
would give me enough strength and endurance to do
all the chores required of me. And, if He wouldn’t pre-
serve my life indefinitely, that He would keep me un-
til my second and last child was graduated from school.

This may not have been a full expression of faith,
to compromise and ask for partial healing if He didn't
see fit to grant full health, I don’t know. I had bheen
all along asking it that way, in case my fime had come.
I had prayed also that He would expunge my past sins,
which were plentiful, purify my preseni{ thoughts and
desires, break my proud and rebellious spirit and
cleanse me to righteousness before He took me. The
sorrows of the years had broken my heart and taken
me down a peg, buf there were (and are) innumerable
pegs of pride and error to go. Sometimes I despair of
overcoming, but I don’t quit) I go on to hope again.
Feeling of unworthiness continually seek to discour-
age me and sink me in the bondage of despair, but hope
is of God and in Him is my hope. I know I must keep
this principle constantly before my eyes, and my eves
straightforward on the goal

I stood in the midst of our field, to which I had
slowly walked and stopped at {imes, probably to favor
the pain and weariness. This is the process by which
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1 had moved through my work each day and fried not
to let it show to my family and acquaintances.

1t had become clear to me that my illness was not
just a mental deceit or a “fluke,” because of the length
of its occupation and incapacitating nature of it. 1
had been having the foreboding of death that was
more than melancholy. Something was sapping my
strength severely and steadily, my lungs and heart were
failing; my arms and legs felt too heavy to lift.

1 don’t know how long I prayed, alternating between
standing and kneeling, but I was standing when the
blessing came to me.

As I stood there, I began {o feel a “movement” in
my chest; it was not just a vagueness or a flutter, nor
do I remember a burning as is sometfimes reported.
Within a few seconds or minutes perhaps, I had the
sensation of something corporeal or material, of sub-
stance, “receding” from my chest. I felt ¥ moving
backward, as though it were forced from the front
and out the back, I felt it move as though resisting,
but unable to stop or break, or even diminish the even-
ness of the Force which compelled it to leave my body.

God could have touched me and made me whole
in an instant, but i seems He wanted me to feel the
malady as a “something” that had aitached itself to
me, and to feel it removed, in a few moments, under
His power. There could be no doubt for me that it
might have been after all, just a little problem that
took care of itself someway. It was not purely an
emotional, a psychosomatic matter and all in my mind,
although my state of mind and spirit, for over five
years, had doubtless helped precipitate if. Though 1
don’t compare myself o that righteous man, I do know
like Lehi, whose rebellivus sons brought him down
near to the grave, that one can die of a broken heart.
Nevertheless, I can praise God that this was a healing
and it had come fo even me,

I rejoiced as I stood there, feeling a vast gratifude
that God would heal me, and do so in a fashion that
would let His presence be known. This was a blessing
to my spirit, even above that of my body. I know I
have been blessed interminably since my birth, saved
often from the worst effect of my own foolish and re-
bellious; proud, haughty and carnal ways . . . chastened
and suffered to continue, only to err again.

How 1 pray to become perfect before Him. 1 want
to leave the world and the lusts and spiritual diseases
of man behind and become clean before Him and per-
fect, as He is and His Son, Jesus Christ, Savior.

I praised and sang bymns of thanksgiving when
the plague was fully taken from me. I did not leap
about, but I thanked God the pain was gone and
walked around the field without exhaustion. I thought
of the passage: May I ‘“‘walk and not be weary, run
and not be faint . . . ” 1 was grateful just to walk
that day. He gave me strength for the day! I thanked
Him that He chose that way to show me He was pres-
ent without mistake, fo give me hope that He still
strove with ime, that He was a mereiful God and avail

able to those who had faith and called upon Him . . .
even a little faith so much as to experiment on His
word. Try Him and see if He won’t pour out the bless
ings of Heaven.

I rejoiced that in these days of increasing immor-
ality, of vile and perverted lusts, of murders, unspeak-
able horrors and nameless and indescribable abom-
inations (and those becomig acceptable and even re-
spectable) ¢hat He had not abandoned man. That, in
spite of all appearances, He still worked miracles, as
He touched one here and one there, even one so un-
clean as I, for healing, for prophesy, for wisdom and
understanding, for ministry, for discernment, or for
convincing powers to lead men to Him.

1 stayed in the field a long time, rejoicing, filled
and heaped up and running over with joy. He had
taken cognizance of me; He preserved my life when
it was swiftly ebbing away. He drew me back from
death. He gave me another chance to strive to live
aright and correct my erring thoughts and ways. He
is not willing that any soul should perish. He loves
even me. Must I not then return and thank Him and
publicly proclaim His Holy name, though a whole doubt-
ing, cynical world despise my seeming presumption.
But I do not presume on any self merit, only on His
promise.

“This is my story; this is my song . . . ” Now,
“though He slay me, yet shall I trust Him.” Still, I
pray, call me not away until my heart is right before
Thee. Let me recognize evil and eschew it with all my
being; let me hate the very appearance of evil. Let
me hate the garment stained by sin. Wash me and
make me clean, Oh Heavenly Father. Let Thy thoughts
be my thoughts and Thy ways be my ways. Let me no
more seek to please the world and the vanities there-
of, to be acceptable thereto, but may my trust be in
Thee to hold me up, if all the world forsake me.
Armen.

It has been aboul a year since I was healed of the
affliction and so far, it has not returned. And if it
does, T pray I will not forget or begin to doubl that
He indeed was the Healer who had compassion on me,
whether or not I be healed ever again. Why should it
be me, I don't know; it is not because of deserving or
worthiness. It is mercy alone,

I want to write this down, so I may not forget, or
becloud with doubt, in the process of time, the “surety”
of my blessing from God, There is another reason.

If T die today or tomorrow, I want to leave this testi-
mony that 1 am a Believer. I love the law of Christ,
which He received from His Father. “He lives,” and
because He lives, we will live also. We have a Master
and Creator who condescended to become our brother,
making us joint heirs with Him in His Father’s house.
All praise and thanksgiving and honor to God and to
His Son, Jesus Christ, the Lamb, slain (for my sins)
from the foundation of the world.

(Atiested to: June, 1977)
Winona (Adams) Onstott
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Sacrament Sunday this month was a very busy day
here, starting with three baptisms in the Sunday School
time slot. This was performed at Indian Creek about
three miles from the church with Elder John Jones
baptizing our three new sisters, Diane Keeney, daugh-
ter of Ireatess and Margaret Keeney; Jannen Barke,
and Marita Mendenhall. Confirmation was held back
at the church and the Hug of Fellowship and welcome
was extended to each.

A new song dedicated to Sister Anna Keeney
brought tears of joy to her eyves, and ours, too. It was
written by our talented sister, Lois Helseth, (both
words and music) and sung by Deanna Medders, An-
na’s granddaughter. It is truly beauntiful and inspiring.
1t is entitlted, “Our Little Green Church By The Way-
side,” which is about our church here at Houston.

That same afternoon an open house was held at
church celebrating Anna and Ern Kenney's 60th wed-
ding anniversary and was aftended by well over 100
friends, relatives and brothers and sisters of the church,
wishing them many happy vears to come.

That evening Bro. Oren Caviness spoke to us of
security; where do you erpect to find it? in wealth?
perfect health? in education? in association with a
certain class or type of people? He recited examples
of this and what is to be found and is lacking also in
thinking thusly. The man who is stayed on God has
perfect security. God is a refuge for us. Man is safe
only when in harmony with God’s will. This feeling
alone gives man peace of mind and heart, security of
soul, Your security, vour sanctuary is God. Nothing
holds terror if the mind is stayved on God, the one God

) -

Bro. Tony Grzincie thought the songs sung that
morning had a great message. They were, “Look For
The Beautiful” and “I Would Be True.)” They indicale
what we should be deing as Christians and seldiers for
Christ. We need to carry Christ in our minds and
hearts. He listed the principles of the gospel and
told us how we need to go on to perfection, that we
must be “doers of the word, not hearers only.” Then
he asked us, “To what depth has the gospel of Jesus
Christ been placed in your heart?”

|

Bro. John Jones told us we must draw nearer to
Jesus if we want Him to draw nearer to us. We must
live to please God, not man. We are nof to fulfill the
lusts of the flesh, but walk in paths of righteousness.
Think about vour behavior; are we like sheep going
astray? We need to adhere to the words of Christ. To
become more like the Master should be our goal

e

Your reporter and family went to Wisconsin for the
wedding of our son, Walt, fo Kathy Breininger, held in
Madison. It also turned out fo be a delightful family
reunion with all seven of our sons and daughters being
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together in one place. This was the first time in about
four years. My stepmother also flew in from California
to be with us, then came back to Missouri with us to
spend a couple of weeks, We will be sorry to let her
go. Oh, ves, we also brought our wandering James
home (he has beenin 8. D. visiting his older brother
for the summer) just in time fo start school again.
Strange how much more lively it seems around the
old ranch again. Sorry we missed the visit of the
Phoenix brothers and sisters and especially Darrin,
who we all here have heen very concerned about and
have remembered daily in prayer.

(e

Bro. George Braniner told us we’re here to glorify
God. By putting God first in your life, you can re-
move yvour mountain of doubts, receive riches physically
and spiritually. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and
all these things will be added to you. God wants us
to choose to serve Him and receive elernal life. We
must become as one in purpose and spirit or we are
not His.

)

It’s been a month of people coming and going,
off on vacations elsewhere and some coming here.
We're pleased to see each and everyone. It’s good
to have Teresa Medders and the young ones back after
a visit fo her family in California.

J is for Jesus,God’s only Son

E is for Every blessing He gives to us
5 is for every Song we Sing to Him

U is for Us, his children

S is for Sunday, the day we praise Him

C is for His Children, Christians

H is for His Heart, in which He has love for us

R is for Riches He promised to us

1 is for the incredible miracles we witnessed

5 is for Him, the Saint

T is for the Tremendous gift He gave to us, Himself.

JESUS CHRIST!
by James Addie

Your reporter,
Mary Addie

-
MY CHURCH, I MISSED IT!

It’s great to be back in Church again, 1 didn’t
know I'd miss it so. T'd been away all summer. Sun-
days felt so strange without MY CHURCH. Getting up
at 10:00 a. m. and wondering who would be preaching
back home today and wishing 1 was there.

But walking back into the CHURCH OF OURS, I
feel like I'm walking into my family (and in a sense
1 am). They welcome you with a hug and a smile and
say, Did you have a nice summer? We missed you 50.”
I know. 1 missed them, foo!
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PHOENIX LOCAL NEWS

Greetings from Phoenix, Arizona! Those of us who
returned from church conference elated over the bap-
tisms that took place there, where lifted even higher
to learn of the decision of our brother Gary Frank to
enter the family of Christ. Gary is a fulfillment of
the scripture admonishing us to “bring forth fruits
meet for repentance,” for his countenance and life
have truly changed since his baptism. He is a testi-
mony of the power of God. Just a few weeks prior
to the writing of this article Gary entered into another
covenant that of marriage with our sister, Margie Sar-
ratt. Margie was a radiant bride. It's great to have a
new family in our midst.

Well the hand of the Lord is certainly on the rising
generation here in Phoenir. A whole crop of babies
are rising all at once. Ed and Michelle Yates are ex-
pecting in December. Ken and Marlene QOar’s child
number two in January. Jay and Chris Moser, Brian
and Becky McIndoo are both on the docket for Feb-
ruary. I'd like to give special note to the forerunner
of all this. Jared Jeffrey Ely just born to Duane and
Kathy Ely. He is a very special little boy who arrived
in a special way. For some reason unknown fo her,
Kathy felt apprehensive about this pregnacy. She was
administered to for this reason. Jared showed up 2 bit
early under complicated circumstances in which the
birth was delayed to save the baby’s life. The nurse
was amazed at the calmness of Kathy and the consistent
vital signs throughout the delay. Kathy said that she
felt complete peace and experienced no fear. She at-
tributes this to the blessing that remained with her
from the laying on of hands.

Another wedding took place at our little church
in Tecent weeks when our sister Cindy Yates was joined
in marriage to Dan Birquist. Dan is the brother of
Cindy’s sister, Karen’s husband, Dave. We would ap-
preciate your prayers for Dave Birquist at this time.
He recently underwent surgery for removal of a rup-
tured dis. He is experiencing great pain and may have
to train for a different type of work. In our current
economic situation we know how difficult that can be.
So please remember Dave and Karen!

In early August another couple was united in mar-
riage. Our sister, Debbie Beringer, and Mike Verdugo
have joined to form a new home. We wish God’s bless-
ing on all these new families. We are also happy to
welcome Jeff and Rita Shultz to the negihborhood, they
have recently moved closer to the church from another
part of the city.

Well on the sermons. In the past months we re-
ceived a most encouraging sermon on something we
sometimes don’t’ avail ourselves of to the degree in
which it is offered, the grace of God. Some thoughts
from the brother’s sermon: We dont need to stop in
despair when we feel that we have gone as far as we
can go — there is the grace of God. Forgiveness of
our sins can continue on a day to day basis, if you feel

Godly sorrow and your spirit is broken and you are
reaching out to God, there is hope of grace for you.

Another sermon contained practical instruction on
overcoming barriers to fasting and prayer. The speaker
told us it is possible to block out the distraction of
the world by the Spirit. He then asked the congregation
how one could prepare himself at the beginning of the
day that the Spirit would remain with him throughout
his busy day. One brother used his drive to work as a
time for prayer. Another thought of the words of
hymns when he heard profane conversations around
him. Another brother actively talks about God to his
co-workers, The brother went on to testify that on
a recent oceasion when he had fasted mightily Christ
drew so near to him that he felt the Master was
standing beside him,

Shortly after this sermon was given we received
another message on the responsibility and blessing of
fasting. The brother admonished us of the need to
continue prayer and watch. In his words, “the world
is changing at a rapid pace and we need to change with
it in the opposite direction. As quickly as the world is
changing we need to draw closer to God.” The speaker
went on to give his personal testimony on his exper-
ience on a recent fast. He told as of experiencing a
new avenue of communication. He felt the Lord’s un-
divided attention, as if they were the only fwo in the
world.

We have a bit of sad news to report this time, our
brother and friend Hubert Ammon Yates, went home
on Angust 10th. He will be greatly missed by us all
but each of us have a joy in our hearts knowing that
he has no more pain or sorrow but is resting in the
paradise of God.

Until next time, brothers and sisters in Christ is
our hope.

Marlene Oar

THINK ABOUT IT

In our world there is a counterfeit for every genuine
article, and christianity is no exception.

Inspiration without expression eventually means
stagnation.

The coal that rolls off to itself on the hearth soon
loses both it’s heat and it’s glow.

Sincerity is not enough; many are sincerely wrong.

Wrong attitudes are still the prevading sin of the
professed Christian.

God is more interested in changing us than in
changing our circumsiinces.

When the violinist tightens the peg he is not in-
tending to break the string, but to fune it.
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GRIEF WAS SWALLOWED UP IN JOY

I have witnessed recently the working of the Spirit
of the Lord. On August 10 Hubert A. Yates passed
from this life to go home to be with his Heavenly
Father. What I have witnessed is the comforting pow-
er of the Lord. The sadness that their family and each
of us felt was swallowed up in the joy of knowing he
was with God. This was not just a hope but an assur-
ance he had been taken home. Through this the power
of the resurrection has been made mode known unto
me. I can’t really explain it but any apprehension that
1 had about death has been completely taken from me.
The joy of crossing from this life to the next was mani-
fested more fully to me.

Our brother Hubert E. Yates had just started to
preach to the group gathered at the ranch when he
got word that his dad had passed away. He was asked
if he would like to go to the house but he told us no
that he would finish. He proceeded to preach one of
the most powerful sermons that I have ever heard. He
told of the resurrection, of going home 1o God, of the
joy we will have, that this is what the gospel of Jesus
Christ is all about. the salvation of our souls. I know
that each of us was deeply touched and felt the power
of the Almighty God there in great abundance. The
tears of sorrow we all had gradually turned to a grate-
ful heart knowing of the love of God for us and that
we can rest assured of a heavenly home if we adhere
to this gospel.

This past few days I have witnessed the hope and
faith of a family who were saddened by the loss of a
loved one. I know each of them felt great grief but
from the first this grief was swallowed up in the joy
of the hope of this gospel

My words are weak and it is very hard for me to
express on paper how I feel at this time; I pray that
what I feel comes across. I know that the Lord has
used this sadness to bring to our hearts more fully
the continuity of life. That we don’t die but only
pass to the next life, I thank God for this hope that
we have in the gospel of His precious Son.

Ken Oar

e

WHAT | COULD DO IF | WANTED TO

{This excerpt is being gleaned from the Grand Junction Daily Sen-
tinel. They had gleaned it from the Litchfield, . "The Messenger.”
They had copied it from the "Willow Street Messenger,” who had
taken it from the April 13, 1969 issue of the "Lookout" printed by
Ben Merold who was preaching at Sullivan, Indiana)

1.If T wanted to ,I could help make this church the
most wideawake and working church in all the world.

2.1 I wanted to, 1 could visit members who are
sick and possibly find other ways of helping them.

If T wanted to, I could attend Sunday School classes
regularly, and encourage others to attend.

4. If T wanted fo, I could show more devotion in

worship services, and receive much more good from
them myself.

5. I I wanted to, I could profit more from the
sermon by not resenting the fruth when it reveals
some of my weaknesses.

6. If T wanted to, 1 could tell others about Christ
and His church and lead them tfo salvation — at least
my actions could always speak for him.

7.1f T wanted to, I could use my effort to help pro-
mote the greatest possble harmony in the church.

8. If T wanted to, I could give back to the Lord each
Lord’s Day as I have been prospered; thereby helping
to spread the gospel of Christ into all the world.

9. Of course, this all depends on what I want to do
about it. I have the ability to be an honored servant
of the greatest of Kings, but the question is, “What
Do I Really Want To Do?”

These nine bold statements do set us thinking,
don’t they? That you could change so many things
about the church! Allow the love of the cross of
Christ and the Christ of the cross to fill you until you
“want” to.

There is a great difference between saying, “1
would if I could, but I can’t,” and “I could if I would,
but I won't!” The first statement is caused by a lack
of faith, but the last statement is caused by a lack
of love. Examine your life fo see that you are so filled
with both Faith and Love. I can do all things through
Him who strengthens me.

e o

IF GOD SHOULD GO ON STRIKE

How good it is that God above has never gone on strike.
Because He was not treated fair in things He didn’t

like.
If only once He’d given up and said, “That’s it I'm
through!
“I've had enough of those on earth, so this is what
'l do.

“T'l} give my orders to the sun - cut off the heat supply!
“And to the moon - give no more light, and run
the oceans dry
“Then just to make things really tough and put the
pressure on,
“Turn off the vital oxygen till every breath is gone!

You know He would be justified, if fairness was the
game,
For no one has been more abused or met with
more disdain
Than God, and yet He carried on, supplying you and me
With all the favors of His grace, and everything
for free.
Men say they want a better deal, and so on strike
they go.
But what a deal we've given God to whom all things
we owe.
We don’t care whom we hurt to gain the things we like;
But what a mess we’d all be in, if God should go
on strike.
Author Upknown
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES

The 1981 Ministers’ Conference (general member-
ship) for the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) will com-
mence Sunday, April 5, 1981. The business sessions
will start at 10:00 A. M. Monday, April 6. A Solemn
Assembly will be held prior to the conference, April
3 and 4, 1981.

The 1981 Minister's Conference {priesthood mem-
ership) of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) will be
held Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, August 19th,
20th and 21st at Independence, Missourl.

P

WRITTEN MATERIAL FOR “ZION'S ADVOCATE”

Articles, sermons, poems, news items, letters,
notices, etc. which are appropriate to be printed in
this paper are requested by the editorial staff. If pos-
sible they should be typewritten on one side of sheet
only, double spaced and grammatically corrected. If
this is not possible, please send your material anyway.
Send all material to one of the members of the editorial
staff or to the general church (see title page). The
deadline for each month is the 7th of the previous
month.

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders to; Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
P. O. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051 Price Each
Book of Mormon — Missionary Edition (Out of Print} e 52.25
Outline Hisiory of The Church of Christ ..
Boock of Commandments (Hand Bound) ...
Book of Commandments (Paper Bound) .
Bock of Commandments Coniroversy Heviewe

$2.20

The Marvelous Work and a Wonder $1.75
What the Restoration Teaches Concerning God oo $1.90
Historical Facte Concerning the Temple Lot $1.00
Temple Lot Deed & .20
Changing of the Revelations . N .35
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes to il Revelations $1.00

. N/C
N/C
N/C

A Brief History of the Church of Christ ...
The Principles of the Gospel, Faith and Repentance
The Principles of the Gospel, The Laying on of Haonds .
The Principles of the Gospel, Buptism _N/C
The Latter Day Hestoration N/C
Apostacy or Succession, Which? N/C
The Book of Mormon (Tract) .. N/C
Articles of Faith und Practce of the Church of Chr . N/C

Articles of Faith and Practice (Spanish) /C
Articles of Faith and Practice, No. 1, N/C
Sermoneties on the Teachings of Jesus .. . N/C
What the Church Teaches in Respe N/C
Does It Make A Difference? .. N/C
Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish) ... N/C
What About Israel? (Out of Print) N/C
Priesthood, Divine Authority .. N/C
“ls Any Sick Among You?' ... N/C
"Why” N/C
A Synopsis of the Church of Christ's B . N/C
The Segled Book of Isciah 28 N/C
Are You SatisHed? . N/C
Gentiles - Welghed and Waning e . N/C
First Presidency or First Apostles ... N/C

Marriage For Time ond Eretnity? e N/C
Baptism For The Dead? ... eaeann N/C
Zion and the Temple of the Lord o, N/C

NOTE: Donations occepled o cover postage and printing costs, Lot
prices of tracts exclusive of postage are: In packs of 8, 30c 100, $4.50
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CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS

Speed delivery of your "ADVOCATE"” by sending us your new
address tmmediately, Mail io
ZION'S ADVOCATE
{USPS 689-300)
P. O, Box 472
Independence, Mo. 64051

Fach undeliverable “Advocate'' is now costing the church 25
cents. We would rather spend this on delivering your paper than
its return to us.

Second Class Postage Paid 3
Independence, Mo. 64051

ZION'S ADVOUATE
(USPS 699-360)
P. O. Box 472
Independence, Mo. 64051

N

AUDIO VISUAL MATEBIALS

The following moterials «are available on loan from the Audio,
Video, Visual Alds cmd Archeological Committes:

“Light ot Evening” — A 35 minule slidedape narration of the
restoration of the gospel
“A Lamp Unio My Feet” — A 35 minute slide-tape narration

about the Book of Mormon, directed toward Indian viewers.

“Ye Sing and We Talk About Jesus” -— A series of Sunday
School lessons, each with o ieaching outline, on fllustration and o
ioped song io be learned by primary or intermedicte children.

Send «ll orders io the Office Secretary, Church of Christ {Temple
Lot}, P. O. Box 472, Independendes, Mo. 84051, Specify cassetle tape
or reel-toreel. Slide projectors and recorders will not be provided.
wons are ovailable on loem for $1.00
od {use above address for ordering):

The lollowing laped se
for postage or o keep s pri

In the Service of God by Aposile Marvin ElY e $3.75
Do the Will of God by Apostle Robert Jensen .veceereens #3.75
The Sword of Justice by Elder Albert Leighton-Floyd ... ... $3.75

Reaching Out With the Gospel by Apostle Donald Mcindoo
{This tape includes his ordination)

Stewardship. Our Reasonable Service by Elder James Lacy ... $3.75
Music (Specials and congregation singing) eeeeeveemereocreenens $2.75
SUNDAY SCHOQOL SUPPLIES

Send oll orders to: General Sunday School Association Treas-
urer, Church of Christ (Temple Lof), P. O. Box 472, Independence,
Missouri 84051,

Price Each
Primary, Volume 1, No. 1. Childhood of Jesus e N/C
Primary, Volume 1, No, 2, Jesus' Ministry (Out of Print)
Primary, Volume 1, No. 3, Jesus’ Ministry con't. . N/C
ary, Volume 1, No. 4, Life of Jo8US wovreevcenecesieeomone N/C
h History for Juniors (34 pages) plus separate
r's Guide by Donng MOSST o N/C

C:,zm@ “Who Am I?" by Dorls Housknecht . $1.50
{No charge for single box io a Local Sunday School}
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