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ORIGINAL ARTICLES

All individual articles published in this paper are the opinions of the author and do not necessarily reflect
the teachings of the Church or the opinions of the Editorial Staff.

All authorized declarations and notices coming from the General Conference, the Council of Apostles or the
General Bishopric reflect the practices and beliefs of the General Church.

Editorial . . .

MONEY — WHO NEEDS IT?

When religion becomes unrealistic, it fails to have
purpose. Christ was aware of the people’s need of
physical focd while he spoke to the multitude and he
provided their needs physically as well as spiritually.
His keen sense of reality was always present even
though he was the most spiritual minded man that
ever walked the face of this earth.

Most modern religionists lack a true sense of reality
in their evangelical efforts. Their purposes of doing
good are often stigmatized with the collection plate.
The constant plea for money echoes throughout their
grand churches and temples.
=A% inflation decreases the value of the American
doHar and this nation is rocked with financial insecur-
ity, we can’t help but ask questions about the stability
of our religions. Can the leading churches of influence
stand without a monetary standard to support them?
Would their clergy be willing to continue their minis-
terial work without financial support? Will those, who
are truly dedicated to their religious purposes, be able
to provide proper leadership and order for their peo-
ple?

We might speculate the answers to these questions,
but we have no way of knowing for sure what would
be the reaction of others under such extreme circum-
stances. Of course, we would hope that the majority
of the religious minded peoples would stand firm on
the principles of right under adverse conditions.

We are being unrealistic if we do not consider how

totally we are dependent upon the exchange of money
in our personal lives. Few if any could exist for any
length of time if money should suddenly become of
no value. QOur factories, businesses and all means of
employment would become stilled over night. Our
modes of transportation, communications, our utilities,
our schools, infact, all normal activities would of neces-
sity be stopped. It is questionable that there could
be any reasonable order maintained by the police or
national guard. Due to the greed that has been evi-
denced among some people, it has been estimated that
mob actions in raids for food and drugs would be in-
evitable. Our fear of such heathenish actions would
probably be greater than our fear of starvation.

Our guestion should be then, would the Church
of Christ stand as a structural organization if we could
no longer depend upon money? Would the work of
the ministry continue? Would the membership gather
together in worship services. Would they share their
food, clothing and other physical needs one with an-
other? Would there be a continued effort 1o take this
gospel to the world?

We have a definite hope that the answers to these
questions are all yes. If such a disaster should occur,
we hope that our conversion to the gospel of Christ
has developed within us a dedication to this work to
the point that we would overcome our own fears and
concerns, and that we would continue the performance
of our duties and activities.
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Although the thoughts of what might happen if our
money should become of no value is all hypothetical,
we are often caused to reflect upon the uncertainty of
the changing times. We kunow that we are facing a
time of great tribulation. What exactly the tribulations
will be is not entirely revealed to us. We do know
that this is our day of preparation for that time.

Our attitudes and actions in response t{o our prob-
lems today have much to do with whether or not we
will survive the trials that are yet future. Our personal
dependence upon money is not necessarily an offense
to God; it all depends upon whether our attitude to-
ward Him is right or not.

In the first place we must not let money or our
means of obtaining money become more important o us
than God and the work He has given us fo do. We
must take seriously the responsibility that we have to
provide for our own livelihood without letting this be-
come our entire goal in life. The things that have to
do with cur physical well-being are temporal and we
can only gain a temporal reward when we labor for
it. The Lord has promised us a much greater reward
in the spiritual aspect of life, the ultimate heing life
eternal.

This does not change the fact that God will prosper
us in the things of this life, but this is all conditioned
upon whether we retain the right attitude. Our at-
titude must be in giving thanks unto God continually
for His blessings.

In being realistic about our present situation, we
have to admit that we are all a part of an inflationary
ballon that is subject to burst at any time. This situ-
ation is almost world wide and the chaos that it could
cause is beyond estimation.

Let’s face it squarely; our only hope of survival
is entirely in the hands of God. We have no way of
knowing where fo go or how to protect ourselves. God
alone is our means of salvation physically and spirit-
ually.

We should also be aware that the devil will try
to use this situation to trick us into becoming involved
in things that would subject us to the powers of man.
We are warned concerning secret organizations and
combinations.

Here again we must petition God 1o guide us in our
decisions concerning employment, etc. He alone can
direct us that we remain free from all evil involve-
ments.

The need for Zion becomes greater each day. Yet
the evidence of Zion seems less and less as we find
ourslves almost unconsciously being conditioned to the
environment about us. What will it take to strip the
Babylonish dross from our lives? Only God knows
and He alone will bring it about, or else we will not be
saved. Let us pray fervently that He will extend His
hand of mercy toward us and that we are numbered
among His people,
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NEWS ITEMS

The editorial staff of Zion’s Advocate solicit news
items from all local churches and scattered members
wherever gathered. We feel that they are much ap-
preciated by most readers of the Advocate.

That we might accommodate several contributions
in each issue, we ask that you keep your news con-
tained to two double spaced typewritien pages, if pos-
sible — not more than three pages at any one fime. If
you have been sending in more than two pages monthly,
we ask that you condense your material yourself. It
is better that you do it than for us to have to attempt
to edit out the less important parts of your news items.

To keep news items new, it is necessary to print them
as soon as possible and not hold them over. Unfortun-
ately we have had occasions when several large news
items came in at the same time. Some do not send in
their news regularly and consequently their contribu-
tions are rather large. Since we are committed by pos-
tal regulations to have a sixteen page paper, we are
unable to fluctuate the number of pages from one
month to another. Therefore, when we have several
large news items at one time, we have to cut the size
of some of them or our paper becomes cramped for
space for other articles. We strive toward publishing
a variety of material in each issue, not letting one type
to become predominate.

It will greatly help us if each contributor will
send in a small item each month, even if its only one
page, rather than wait and send in five of six pages.
Also the news will be more current.

Your cesperation in this matter will be greatly ap-
preciated.

For the editorial staff,

Roland Sarratt

A LETTERTO Z. A.
Dear Zion’s Advocate,

You are needed. I read you and reread you time
and time again. Those of us that cannot meet with the
loved ones of the church need to read the testimonies
and the sermons. They help us fo guide our lives bet-
ter. Studying and praying on your own is fine, but it
helps so much to know that others are out there that
feel as you do. It touches your heart; you feel closer
to the people in the church.

I am praying that you will receive your black cor-
puscles and that the priesthood of the church will see
that they are overlooking a way fo reach, keep and
help those of us who are cut off from the fellowship
and guidance we need.

I add my plea to yours: please send articles and
sermons; they are needed. This paped should not be
cut in size, but doubled.

Maybelle Woiak
Nekoosa, Wisconsin
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HUSBAND and WIFE — THE FAMILY

Basis: Sermon by Marvin E. Ely
Houston, Missouri, Jan., 12, 1980

“And God said, Let us make man in our image,
after our likeness: and let them have dominion over
the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.” (Genesis
1:26). This scripture shows after what likeness man
was made as well as his position in life. David of old
had cause to question man’s position in life after con-
sidering and beholding the vastness of the heavens, the
work of God’s fingers and the moon and stars. David
wrote: “What is man, that thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that thou visitest him?” (Psalm
8:4). Evidently after David beheld the heavens and
the greatness of them he felt man was rather insig-
nificant compared to them, but in all this the following
answer came to him: *For thou hast made him a little
lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory
and honour. Thou madest him to have dominion over
the works of thy hands: thou hast put all things under
his feet:” (Psalm 8:5-6). Therefore, we see that God
is really mindful of man.

God was so mindful of man that he placed him in the
garden of Eden, to dress it and keep it. He did not plan
that man should be alone. “And the Lord God said, It is
not good that the man should be alone; I will make
him an help meet for him.” (Gen. 2:18). “And the
Lord caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he
slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the Lord
God had taken from man, made he a woman, and
brought her unto the man, And Adam said: This is
now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she
shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of
the Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall
be one flesh.” (Genesis 2:21-24).

In a nation that has so many trying and disturbing
things taking place within it, it would be well fo dwell
upon the importance of the relationship of husband
and wife and their children to the parents as well as
the responsibility of the parents to the children. Years
ago when this nation was founded, it was founded as
a nation of strong homes. It was founded after God.
We find today that many of these homes are weakening
and as a result our nation is weakening with it. This
should concern everyone of us. A strong home is built
upon a great oneness in the marriage wherein two
people can function together as one even though they
are two separate people.

Jesus said: “Have ye not read that he which made
them at the beginning made them male and female,
And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and
mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain
shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain,
but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined togeth-

er, let not man put asunder.” (Matthew 19:4-6). In the
above reading we learn that a man shall leave father
and mother and shall cleave unto his wife. This is a
new responsibility away from the home in which he
was reared and likewise for the wife, a new responsi-
bility away from the home in which she was reared.
The husband and wife are no more twain but one flesh,
yet in all this they are two separate individuals. A
husband and wife are to work so closely together that
they become as one flesh. The closer they work as a unit
the happier they will be or the greater the peace will
be in their household. It is important to have acts of
consideration and kindness between a husband and
wife and these should overflow unto the children.

We know that in any marriage there are two dif-
ferent people who come out of two different homes.
They were raised two different ways. This makes it
all the more important for those planning marriage
to pray over the one they choose for a mate in order
that they might have the Lord’s blessing in it. Before
we accomplish anything unto the Lord we shall first
pray unto the Father in the name of Christ that He
will consecrate our performance unto us, that our per-
formance may be for the welfare of our souls. (See 2
Nephi 14:12). We are here on this earth to work out
our own individual salvation before God. God has
also placed man here that he might be fruitful and
multiply, that is why a husband and wife. The closer we
can walk with Jesus Christ the more blessed we will
be. T hope that T will be able to bring some things out
that will point us to that very end.

We are living in a day when there is constantly
division and strife. It is in our nation as well as the
nations of the world. It is in many households. If there
is discord or strife in a household, maybe we should
look at why this is taking place. A lot of our problems
center around a lack of communication one with an-
other. We need communication in order that we might
know what the other is doing. Not only as husband
and wife do we need communication but we need it in
the church. Last year an Apostle brought out in one
of the meetings that one of our problems is that we
have not had enough communication. How true this is,
for we need to know what the other person is going
to do. In a marriage this also is important for we need
to be able to communicate one with another.

There is also another thing that causes untold prob-
lems in a marriage and that is finances or a lack of
them. We all want certain things in this life and all
too often we can not purchase them because we lack
the finances. Yet this need not destroy a marriage,
but there is many a one it has destroyed. We are re-
minded of a scripture that stresses that ‘“a man’s life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things that he
possesseth.” (Luke 12:15).
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Another thing that causes many troubles are prob-
lems that revolve around children. Today I want to
show some of the husband and wife responsibility to
one another as well as their responsibility to their chil-
dren. Also I would like to bring out the responsibility
of the children to their parents. “Wherefore be ye not
unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord
is.” (Ephesians 5:17). This is something that every
nome should determine, what the will of the Lord
is for them.

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands,
as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the
wife, even as Christ is the head of the Church: and he
is the saviour of the body. Therefore as the church
is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be o their own
husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself
for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the word, That he might pre-
sent it to himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be
holy and without blemish.” (Eph. 5:22-27). Paul com-
pares husband and wife just like Christ and the Church.
If this church is going to be an active unit, it has fo be
a part of Christ. The church is composed of different
members and parts. All these must be functioning ef-
fectively in order for the church to be an active unit.
The same way with husband and wife, they have to
function as one even as Christ and the church function
as one if they are to become an effective unit.

“So ought men fo love their wives as their own
bodies.” (This should be the same way as Christ loved
the church). “He that loveth his wife loveth himself.
For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourish-
eth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:”
(Ephesians 5:28-29). Think upon this, we should have
the same concern one for another as a husband and
wife as Christ had for the Church. He loved the church
that he established here upon the face of this earth.
“For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and his
bones.” (Ephesians 5:30). We are a part of Christ, the
same way as a kusband and wife can be a part of each
other and their children can be a part of them. “For
this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and
shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be
one flesh” (Ephesians 5:31-32). To some this might
sound like a strange thing, but what he is trying to
show here is that these units must function as one of
they are going tc be effective. “Nevertheless let every
one of you in particular so love his wife as himself;
and the wife see that she reverance her husband.”
(Ephesians 5:33). This is no lopsided proposition, it is
something we must work on. There must be a great
oneness and concern for one another.

This oneness reaches out and should effect our
whole life plan. Jesus in his great prayer in John
17 prayed concerning the importance of his disciples
being one the same as the Father and the Son are one.
“And now I am no more in the world, but these are
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in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep
through thine ¢wn name those whom thou hast given
me, that they may be one one, as we are.” (John 17::
11). Christ wanted his ministry to funcction as one the
same as a husband and wife should function as one.
Likew:se, he desired that those who would believe
in the words of the ministry might also function as one.
Christ did not pray for his disciples alone. “Neither
pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall
believe on me through their word; That they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us: that the world may be-
lieve that thou hast sent me. And the glory which
thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one:” (John 17:20-22). What a
glorious thing this would be if this great oneness func-
tioned among the children of men. We would not
have the division and strife that exists in our world
today if that oneness was really there.

“l in them, and thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved
me.” (John 17:23). This love must be outreaching, one
toward another, not only in families, not only in chil-
dren toward parents, not only in parents toward chil-
dren, but in our association one with another as broth-
ers and sisters in Christ’s Church. Our love must
reach out to the peoples upon the face and breadth of
this earth even though some might despitefully use
and persecute us. It must be an outreaching love if
we are going to be successful in these the latter days.

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your husbands, as
it is fit in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and
be not bitter against them. Children, obey your par-
ents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the
Lord. Fathers, provoke not your children to anger,
lest they be discouraged.” (Col. 3:18-21). There is a
Ist contained in this scripture in the way of respons-
ibility in the home and family. That is where a lot
of prolems have come up in our nation because the
once strong homes are rapidly deteriorating. We must
re-unify our ranks someway before we end in disaster.

The young people today need not blame past gen-
erations for their imperfections. Some say look what
has happened to my parents, I was raised up this way
so what better can be expected of me. 1 am reminded
of one person who was black and got into all kinds of
trouble as a young man. He thought that society had
misused him. He was raised up in an undesireable
environment and in a poor home which may even
have been a broken home but I do not recall. He finally
came to the realization that he should not blame any-
body for any problem. He had a responsibility, a self
given responsibility to change his life. He forsook his
unwise pursuances, the robberies and the other things
he had done that were wrong. He said: I got a respons-
ibility no matter where I was raised. He was determin-
ed to change his life, I really like his attitude on life.
We can not blame someone else for what we are. We
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are all victims of our environment. Also we can in-
herit defective genes that might make us prone to char-
acter deficiencies. It still is no excuse, let us not kid
ourselves for one moment that we can blame someone
else for what we are. We are the master of our own
choice and destiny. We each have weakness for the
Lord gives men weakness, that they may be humble;
if they humble themselves He will make weak things
become sirong unto them. ((See Ether 5:28).

God can bring down strong men to their knees if
He chooses to do so. We must unify our ranks and
have a greater oneness as a chuch, as families, as homes
and as children. This is going to be our survival. In
Ephesians 6:1-4 we can read about parent and children
responsibility: “Children, obey your parents in the
Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother;
which is the first commandment with promise; That
it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long
on the earth. And vye fathers, provoke not your chil-
dren to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Liord.”” This is a vital responsibility
for one of the perils of the last days is that children
will be disobedient to parents. (See 2 Tim. 3:2), Par-
ents have fallen down in their responsibility. This has
become a permissive generation. Children have been
allowed to do things they should never have been al-
towed to do. Children should be brought up in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord, but all too often be-
cause of the cares of this life and other reasons this
has not been done. We need to take a good healthy
look in the mirror where we are going and what we
are doing.

Parents have a greaf responsibility of regular pray-
er in their homes. In 3 Nephi 8:50-52 we can read that
we must watch and pray always, lest we enter into
temptation. This can not be over stressed for Satan
desires to have us. We must become instant in prayer
and regularly pray in our families. Amulek of old
stressed the importance of praying morning, mid-day
and evening. He also admonished the people to pray
over their flocks and crops. He further warned them
to pray against the power of their enemies and to pray
against the devil, who is the enemy to all righteous-
ness. (See Alma 16:219). This is why all the heartache
and sorrow is in the world. The devil is trying fo de-
stroy everyone, He fell from heaven and became mis-
erable so he desires the misery of all mankind. Do
you know we have a source of strength greater than
the devil? We have God and His Son, Jesus Christ. We
must become more Christ oriented in this life.

I would like to share an experience with you that
shows how two people were able to overcome a disaster
and a tragedy in their life with the help of Jesus Christ
and God. This happened in Colorado about three years
ago as a young family of five traveled in their camper
from Western Colorado to Eastern Colorado. They
were {raveling there io spend time with some of their
family and were looking forward with anticipation to
the good time they expected fo have upon their arrival.

To start with the three children rode in the cab
with their parents; then they became tired so they
got into the camper and went to sleep. When they
arrived in the area of their relatives they had trouble
finding them so drove slowly for about an hour looking
for them before they found them. It came outf later
that while traveling at slower speed the exhaust fumes
came into the camper and overcame the children. When
the parents opened the door to the camper they found
that their three children were all unconscious. All
efforts to revive them were unsuccessful. They lost
their whole family that day. That was a tragedy. In
the summer of 1979 The Daily Sentinel carried a front
page news article on this family. It told how this family
who through Jesus Christ had found peace in their
lives. Now they had another little bud of joy, a baby
was born to this family. They were counting their bless-
ings, but the only way they had survived those years
since their tragedy was because of God and Christ.
They as a husband and wife had to draw closer togeth-
er. They had to rely upon Christ and the Heavenly
Father. This was a touching article on how they had
found peace with God in this tragedy. I wanted to
bring this out to show what you can overcome with
the help of God.

Let us now turn to Deut. 6:4-7 and read the follow-
ing: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord:
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
And these words, which 1 command thee this day, shall
se in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently
unto they children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest
up.” This is parental responsibility. In the busy world
we live in, all tvo often we do not have the time to do
these very important things. We live in a world, and
especially the United States, that has more conveniences
than any homes have ever had. Yet with all these
time saving devices we have less time today than in
vears past when we did not have all these conveniences.
We have too many things taking our time today. One of
the things that is really hurting us is that people get
so envolved in activiies. Some activities are fine, but
we must use temperance in pursuing activities and not
become involved in them to excess. Some are too much
involved in school activties or sports activities or other
pleasure things. This falls in line with a prophecy
concerning our day when Paul said that one of the
perils of the last days was that men would be lovers
of pleasure more than lovers of God. We must care-
fully utilize our time.

During the 1979 Phoenix Reunion we had some
outstanding testimonies from the young people. Some
of them were 5o involved in sports that it took most of
their time to prepare for them so they could really be
good in them, And they realized by their ownselves that
this was taking away from their reasonable service 1o
God. So these young people changed what they form-
erly were doing. It does not mean that they gave up
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all their sports pregrams but it does mean that they
also took time for God. They realized that serving
God should be first place in their lives. We must take
time for God in our busy world.

I would like to turn to Prov. 3:1-7 and read what a
wise father said to his son; “My son, forget not my law;
but let thine heart keep my commandments: For length
of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to
thee Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them
about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine
heart: So shalt thou find favour and good understand-
ing in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with
all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own under-
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths. Be nof wise in thine own eyes:
fear the Lord, and depart from evil.” We must learn
to place our complete trust in the Lord and to not
lean on our understanding. I would invite each to read
the third chapter of Proverbs for it shows how great
our God is and the things that were accomplished
through his wisdom. This wisdom should overflow
into our walk of life. The merchandise of it is better
than silver and gold or even rubies. All the things we
can desire are not to be compared unto wisdom. To
make things short there are many benefits in keeping
the commandments of the Lord.

In Alma 17:68-70 we can read about a father’s coun-
sel to his sen: “O remember my son, and learn wisdom
in thy youth; yea, Jearn in thy youth to keep the com-
mandments of God; yea, and cry unto God for all thy
support; Yea, let all thy doings be unto the Lord, and
whithersoever thou goest, let it be in the Lord; yea, let
thy thoughts be directed unto the Lord; yea, let the
affections of thy heart be placed upon the Lord for
ever; counsel the Lord in all thy doings, and he will

direct thee for good: Yea, when thou liest down at
night, lie down unto the Lord, that he may watch over
vou in your sleep; and when thou risest in the morn-
ing, let thy heart be full of thanks unto God; and if
yve do these things, yet shall be lifted up at the last
day.”” The above reading is wise counsel to all of us.

By reading Alma 21:127-141 we can learn about the
concern the men had for their families. They were
willing to give battle to their enemies if necessary to
supprot their liberty, their lands, their wives, their
children, and their peace, and that they might live unto
the Lord their God. They were taught never fo give
an offense and never to raise the sword, except it were
against the enemy and except it were to preserve their
lives. They had a great love for their God and were
close family units. Strong families in the Lord make
strong homes and nations. During the 19878 Phoenix
Reunion one of the preachers said: As long as Christ
is in the home no storm can sink the ship.

In closing I would like to read the following poem:

THE FAMILY

“The family is like a book:

The children are the leaves,
The parents are the covers

That protecting beauty gives.

At first the pages of the book
Are blank and purely fair,

But time soon writeth memories
And painteth pictures there.

Love is the wondrous golden clasp
That bindeth up the trust:

Oh, break it not, lest all the leaves
Should scafter and be lost.”

B

LETTERS OF OLIVER COWDERY

The following letters are taken from the “MES-
SENGER AND ADVOCATE,” published in Kirkland,
Ohio during 1834-35.

The letters have been condensed due to their length.

These letters abound with valuable historical facts,
doctrinal suggestions, and cheering, ennobling reflec-
tions. All lovers of truth and early church history will
read them with delight.

Letter No. 1

Norton, Medina Co., Ohio
Sabbath Evening, September 7th, 1834

To W. W. Phelps:
Dear Brother:

Before leaving home I promised, if I tarried long,
to write; and while a few moments are now allowed
me for reflection, aside from the cares and common

conversation of my friends in this place, T have thought
that were I to communicate them to you, might, per-
haps, if they should not prove especially beneficial to
yourself, by confirming you in the faith of the gospel,
at least be interesting, since it has pleased our heaven-
Iy Father to call us both to rejoice in the same hope
of eternal life, And while the gray evening is fast
changing into a settled darkness, my heart responds
with the happy millions who are in the presence of the
Lamb, and are past the power of temptation, in ren-
dering thanks, though feebly, fo the same Parent.

On Friday, the 4th, in company with our Brother
Joseph Smith, jun., I left Kirtland for this place (New
Portage), to attend the conference previously appointed.
Te be permitted, once more, o travel with this brother,
occasions reflections of no ordinary kind. Many have
been the fatigues and privations which have fallen to
my lot to endure, for the gospel’s sake, since 1828,
with this brother.
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Near the time of the setting of the sun, Sabbath
evening, April 5th, 1829, my natural eyes, for the first
time beheld the brother. He then resided in Harmony,
Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania. On Monday, the
6th, 1 assisted him in arranging some business of a
temportal nature, and on Tuesday, the 7th, commenced
to write the Book of Mormon. These were days never
to be forgotten — to sit under the sound of a voice
dictated by the inspiration of heaven, awakened the
utmost gratitude of this bosom. Day after day I con-
tinued, uninterruptedly to write from his mouth, as
he translated, with the Urim and Thummim, or as the
Nephites would have said “Interpreters,” the history
or record, called “The Book of Mormon.”

To notice, in even a few words, the interesting ac-
count given by Mormon, and his faithful son Moroni,
of a people once beloved and favored of heaven, would
supercecde my present design. I shall therefore defer
this to a future period . . .

No men in their sober senses could translate and
write the directions given to the Nephites from the
mouth of the Savior, of the precise manner in which
men should build up his church, and especially when
corruption had spread an uncertainty over all forms
and systems practiced among men, without desiring a
privilege of showing the willingness of the heart by
being buried in the liquid grave, to answer a “good
conscience by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

After writing the account given of the Savior’s min-
istry to the remnant of the seed of Jacob, upon the con-
tinent, it was easy to be seen, as the prophet said
would be, that darkness covered the earth and gross
darkness the minds of the people. On reflecting fur-
ther, it was as easily to be seen, that amid the great
strife and noise concerning religion, none had author-
ity from God to administer the ordinances of the gos-
pel. For, the question might be asked, have men au-
thority to administer in the name of Christ, who deny
revelations? when his testimony is no less than the
spirit of prophecy? and his religion based, built, and
sustained by immediate revelations in all ages of the
world, when he has had a people on earth? We only
waited for the commandment to be given, “Arise and
be baptized.”

This was not long desired before it was realized.
The Liord, who is rich in mercy, and ever willing to
answer the consistent prayer of the humble, after we
had called upon him in a fervent manner, aside from
the abodes of men, condescended to manifest to us
his will. On a sudden, as from the midst of eternity,
the voice of the Redeemer spake peace to us, while the
vail was parted and the angel of God came down clothed
with glory, and delivered the anxiously looked for mes-
sage, and the keys of the gospel of repentance. What
joy! what wonder! what amazement.” While the world
was racked and distracted — while millions were grop-
ing as the blind for the wall, our eyes beheld — our
ears heard, as in the blaze of day: yes, more, above
the glitter of the May sunbeam, which then shed its

brilliancy over the face of nature. Then his voice
though mild, pierced to the center, and his words, “I
am thy fellow-servant,” dispelled every fear. We listen-
ed — we gazed — we admired. “Twas the voice of
the angel from glory; ‘twas a message from the Most
High. And as we heard we rejoiced, while his love
enkindled upon our souls, and we were wrapped in
the vision of the Almighty. Where was room for
doubt?

But, dear brother, think, further think for a mom-
ent, what joy filled our hearts, and with what surprise
we must have bowed, (for who would not have bowed the
knee for such a blessing?) when we received under his
hand the holy priesthood, as he said: ‘“Upon you my
fellow servants, in the name of Messiah I confer this
priesthood and this authority, which shall remain upon
earth, that the sons of Levi may yet offer an offering
unto the Lord in righteousness.

I shall not attempt to paint to you the feelings of
this heart, nor the majestic beauty and glory which
surrounded us on this occasion; but you will believe me
when 1 say, that earth, nor men, with the eloquence
of time, can begin to clothe language in as interesting
and sublime manner as this holy personage . . . The
assurance that we were in the presence of an angel;
the certainty that we heard the voice of Jesus and the
truth unsullied as it flowed from a pure personage,
dictated by the will of God, is to me past description.

I must close for the present; my candle is quite
extinguished, and all nature seems locked in silence,
shrouded in darkness, and enjoying that repose so
necessary to this life. But the period is rolling on when
night will close, and those who are found worthy will
inherit that city where neither the light of the sun
nor moon will be necessary, “for the glory of God will
lighten it, and the Lamb will be the light thereof.”

0. Cowdery

—

THE WAY I SEEIT
by H. C. Scott

As 1 sit at my table looking out the west window
this morning, a sight not possible any other place on
earth unfolds before my eyes.

I can see the valley floor, flat as a table top before
me. It is covered by a white fleecy blanket of clouds.
Above the soft cotton of the clouds rear the grandeur
of the Colorado National Monument a full thousand
feet above the covering mist of the valley. As the
morning advances, the cloud bank slowly fights its
way up the rugged and awesome face of the mountain
to finally reveal the summit which is wearing a glit-
tering crown of pure white snow covering the brown
heads of the rimrock.

Although this scene is unique to this area, you
have many places near your home just as grand or
beautiful. Many people cannot see the forest for the
trees. Stop! Take a real good look. The beauty and
wonders of God are all about you.

i
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Judgment versus Forgiveness

Between these two, where lies the duty and or the

privilege of man? Lest we forget, it is written . . .
Jesus said, “Woe unto the world because of
offences! for it must needs be that offences come;
but woe to that man by whom the offence com-
eth!” Matt. 18:7.

Add to that . . .
“For in many things we offend all. If any man
offend not in word, the same is a perfect man,
and able also to bridle the whole body . . .
Even so the tongue is a little member, and boast-
eth great things. Behold, how great a matter a
little fire kindleth!” James 3:2 and 5.

Then balance that with . . .

“For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the
scorner is consumed, and all that watch for in-
iquity are cut off: that make a man an offender
for a word and lay a snare for him that reproveth
in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of
nought.” Isa. 29:20-21.

Humans being human it appears that God foresaw
that offences would arise. So how does the Lord coun-

sel us to handle them? If one is the offender . . .

“Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and
there rememberest that thy brother hath ought
against thee; leave there thy gift before the altar,
and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother,
and then come and offer thy gift.” Matt. 5:23-24.

But if one is the offended . . .

“Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass
against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent forgive
him. And if he trespass against thee seven times
in a day, and seven times in a day turn again fo
thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.” Luke
17:3-4,

But don’t stop there, go over to Matt, 18:21-22 . . .
“Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?
till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not
unto thee, until seven times: but, until seventy
times seven.”

And also go to the Book of Commandments, 47: 13-

15 . ..

“If thy brother offend thee, thou shalt take him
between him and thee alone; and if he confess thou
shalt be reconciled. And if he confess not, thou
shalt take another with thee; and then if he con-
fess not, thou shalt deliver him up to the church,
not to the members, but to the elders. And it shall
be done in a meeting, and that not before the
world.”

And you do this, not because you forgive not, Book of

Commandments 65:11-16 . . .

“Wherefore 1 say unto you, that ye ought {o for-
give one another, for he that forgiveth not his

brother his trespasses, standeth condemned before
the Lord, for there remaineth in him the greater
sin. I the Lord will forgive whom I will forgive,
but of you it is required to forgive all men; and
ve ought to say in your hearts, Let God judge be-
tween me and thee, and reward thee according to
thy deeds. And he that repenteth not of his sins,
and confesseth them not, then ye shall bring him
before the church, and do with him as the Scrip-
ture saith unto you, either by commandment or by
revelation. And this ye shall do that God might be
glorified, not because ye forgive not, having not
compassion, but that ye may be justified in the
eyes of the law, that ye may not offend him who
is your Lawgiver. Verily T say, for this cause ye
shall do these things.”

Because . . . Matt. 6:14-15, and Mark 11:25-26 . . .

“For if ye forglve men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you; But if ye
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.”
“And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have
ought against any; that your Father also which is
in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But
if you do not forgive, neither will your Father
which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.”

And who can afford to risk that? But what does it mean
to forgive a trespass? This is the way the Lord says
He will forgive . . .

“ ... For I will forgive their iniquity, and I wlll re-
member their sin no more.” Jer. 31:34.

And in the Book of Commandments, 59:53
“Behold he who has repented of his sins the same
is forgiven, and I the Lord remembereth them no
more.”

God has cautioned about the matter and manner of

man’s judgment of their fellowman . . .

“Judge not, that ye be not judged, Zor with what
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged; and with
what measure ye mete, it siall be measured to
you again.” Matt. 7:13.

“Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also
is merciful. Judge not, and ye shall not be judged;
condemn not, and ye shall not se condemned;
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven; Give, (forgive-
ness?) and it shall be given unto vou; good meas-
ure, pressed down, snd shaken together, and run-
ning over, shall men give into vour bosom. For
with the same me: siire that ye mete withal it shall
be measured to you again.” Luke 6:26-38.

“But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why
dost thou set at nought ‘™v brothe.? for we shall
all stand before the judrment seat of Christ . . .
So then every one of us shal give account of him-
self to God. Le us n ¢ .re judge one an-
other any more; but judg. s ra. er, that no man
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put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his
brother’s way.” Romans 14:10, 12 & 13.
“For he shall have judgment without mercy, that
hath showed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth
against judgment.” ames 2:13.
“For behold, the same that judgeth rashly, shall
be judged rashly again; for according to his works
shall his wages be; therefore, he that smiteth, shall
be smitten again of the Lord. Behold what the
scripture says; man shall not smite, neither shall
he judge; for judgment is mine, saith the Lord;
and vengence is mine also, and I will repay.
Book of Mormon, Mormon 4:24:25.
Not only must we take care in the manner of our
appraisal of the faults of others, because of our own

need of mercy from God, but also because of the:

danger of judging as evil that in which there is none

“Woe unto them that call evil good and good evil;
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness;
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe
unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and
prudent in their own sight! . . . Which justify the
wicked for reward, and take away the righteous-
ness of the righteous from him!” Isa. 5:20, 21, &
23.

“Behold I the Lord was angry with him who was
my servant Ezra; and also my servant Isaac; for
they kept not the law, neither the commandment:
they sought evil in their hearts, and I the Lord
withheld my spirit. They condemned for evil, that
thing in which there was no evil;” Book of Com-
mandments 65:17-19.
This man is in danger of doing when judging by ap-
pearances. God does not judge so, but by the heart;
but who omong us dare claim to know the motive in
other men’s hearts or behind their actions?

“But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his
countenance, or on the height of his stature; be-
cause 1 have refused him; for the Lord seeth not
as man seeth; for man looked on the outward ap-
pearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 1
Samuel 16:7.

“And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem
of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots;
And the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of
the fear of the Lord; . . . and he shall not judge
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after
the hearing of his ears; but with righteousness
shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity
for the meek of the earth . . . 7 Isaiah 11:1-4.
Therefore, because . .

“Behold, verily thus saith the Lord . . . I the Lord
forgiveth sins, and am merciful unto those who
confess their sins with humble hearts;” Book of
Commandments 62:2.
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Let us take care that we do not still hold as guilty
one whom the Lord has already forgiven. Let us
rather . . .

“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and
clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you,
with all malice: And be yve kind to one another,
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God
for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” Epht. 4:31-32.

“Forebearing one another, and forgiving one an-

other, if any man have a guarrel against any; even

as Christ forgave vou, so also do ye.” Col. 3:13.

Not forgetting it is our privilege as well as our duty
to . ..
“If any man see a brother sin a sin which is not
unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him
life for them that sin not unto death. There is

a sin unto death; I do not say that he shall pray

for it. All unrighteousness is sin: and there is

a sin not unto death.” 1 John 5:16-17.

In view of these scriptures there seems no point where

the individual can without hurt to himself withhold

forgiveness from ancther . . .
“Yea, and as often as my people repent, will 1
forgive them their trespasses against me. And ye
shall also forgive one another your trespasses;
for verily 1 say unto you, he that forgiveth not his
neighbor’s trespasses, when he says he repents, the
same hath brought himself under condemnation.”
Mosiah 11:139-140.

The counsel to the Church includes additional
commandments and requires a study in itself. But to
us as persons, let us take care in this matter of judging,
of imputing motive, of claiming recompence, or of with-
holding forgiveness.

et s AR s m————

THIS DAY 15 MINE
By Lea Palmer

1 will concern myself today with:

Refusing to waste the legacy of time’s precious
hours by wishing things were better, but making them
hetter with what 1 have:

Feeling thankful, and taking time to think and
pray;

Resolving to learn fo improve man’s lot by being
the first {o praise, the last to criticize;

Losing no time in fretting, but filling the hours
with worthwhile things;

Saerificing for love without expecting gain, and
heing the last to fease or blame;

Keeping my mind free from all ill thoughts, and
mastering humility that I may be understanding and
forgiving.

1 will fly away yesterday’s dreams that are spent
beyond recall, not waiting for tomorrow, but living
this day with tender grace; for God makes each new
day bright and beautiful.
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REMEMBER — THE LAW OF MOSES!
by Lovita Seibel

Some try to fell us the law given to Moses (the ten
commandments particularly) were done away when
Jesus Christ was nailed to the cross.

A certain body of laws was nailed to the cross, thus
taking it out of the way, requiring us %o no longer ob-
serve it. This is explained in Colossions 2:14 which
says, “‘Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that
was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it
out of the way, nailing it to his cross.” The word
“Handwriting of ordinances” gives us an idea of which
law is here spoken of, it being the law of sacrifices
for sin, as Christ was our effective sin offering, for
He ‘“‘needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer
up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the
people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up
himself” (Heb. 7:27).

Paul asks, “Wherefore then serveth the law? It
was added because of transgression, till the seed should
come to whom the promise was made . . . ” (Galatians
3:19). He goes on, “But before faith came, we were
kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should
afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that we might be
justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are
no longer under a schoolmaster” {Galatians 3:23-25).
Consequently we no longer make sacrificial offerings of
animals, etc., for our sins. Instead we repent of them,
offering a contrite spirit and a broken heart.

Recently I was reading in the Book of Mormon
where Jesus Christ gave the words of Malachi’s proph-
ecy saying that His Father had commanded Him to give
the prophecy to them. “And he saith, These scriptures
which ye had not with you, the Father commanded
that I should give unto you, for IT WAS WISDOM IN
HIM THAT THEY SHOULD BE GIVEN UNTO FUTURE
GENERATIONS.” (3 Nephi 11:29).

Let us look at what is written, and when it is to
take place. The same chapter says, “For behold, the
day cometh, that shall burn as an oven . . . But unto

you that fear my name, shall the Son of righteousness
arise . . . and ye shall tread down the wicked for they
shall be as ashes under the soles of your feet in the
day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts” (3
Nephi 11:22-24).

I know of no one who thinks or teaches that these
things have yet come to pass, but claim it is still a
future happening.

Then follows this, “Remember ye the law of Moses
my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb
for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments” (3
Nephi 11:25). The Father through Jesus Christ wanted
to impress upon our minds the words of Malachi, for
we also have them in the Bible, for we are some of the
“future generations” who also have the Book of Mor-
mon, and we live in the time of the earth when we
may see these things come to pass.

To “remember the Law of Moses” has been enjoined
on us twice; so we had better learn, and study the law
God gave to him, the two Great Commandments, the
10 commandments with the statutes and judgments
and apply them.

True, no law was given that could bring salvation
or otherwise salvation would have been by the law.
We obtain salvation only by the grace of God, and Jesus
Christ’s atonement. But He has also said, “if ye love
me keep my commaadments, while James says he will
show his faith by his works. Keeping the law is a dem-
onstration which we must make, along with repent-
ance, a broken heart, and a contrite spirit. Moses
taught that Christ was to come whom we must hear in
all things. “The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee
a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like
unto me; unto him shall ye hearken;” (Deut. 18:15).
Christ has spoken, giving us a second time the words
of Malachi, If we would be perfect we would heed his
words, even as the Israelites were to heed the com-
mandments through Moses. “Thou shalt be perfect with
the Liord thy God“ (Deut. 18:13).

Opened He Their Understanding

Years ago my father gave to my mother a book
entitled, “The Call At Evening” by Jessie Ward which
has been a great help to me in the better understand-
ing of God and Jesus Christ’s mission for the human
race.

Within the lids of this book the great story of the
Gospel of Christ is taught in all its purity. The gigantic
work for the salvation of mankind after the fall of
Adam in the Garden of Eden is beautiful and so well
defined from the Holy Scriptures it bears rereading
several times. I myself have read and reread it many
times in my sixty-six years and at each reading find
more beauty and a deeper love for the Old Jerusalem
Gospel.

The story woven through it all shows how God will
work with us and will lead us back to Him if we will only
frust Him to do so and pray for that to take place in
our lives.

it was my privilege and honor to teach a Sunday
School class at the East Independence Local Congre-
gation of the Church of Christ several years ago. There
was no inaterial at hand to use for reading material
and the Bible and Book of Mormon alone was a little
hard for the young minds to grasp. I remembered this
book and started to {each the Gospel story from it
I'll never regret doing that as I feel it did more to
help convert those young people and gave them a bet-
ter and clearer understanding of what was restored



Page 76

ZION’S ADVOCATE

May, 1980

g Pt P 5 A A

to the Young Seer of Palmyra than anything else 1
might have used. The wonderful part about this book
is that the Bible is the source used to convert and build
the Church upon and not someone individual’s ideas.
When it comes time to show and teach the physical
building of the church as it was in Christ’s time and
which was restored again a visual picture or map was
drawn from the scriptural passages in the Bible. To
make this more penetrating for those young minds, I
asked Brother Larry Beem to make one of plywood so
that the young people could see it for themselves and
put the map or structure together as we read the
story and lesson. What a young peorson can see and
hold makes a lasting impression so it was with this. And
how Jesus Christ established His church in Bible times
also what He restored to earth back in 1820-1830
through Joseph Smith.

The Sunday School purchased several copies of this
book, “The Call at Evening,” so that each family of
the class might have one. I had several children from
one family in the class at that time.

I now have just completed rereading that old book
which was published back in 1920 and which tells the
old, bld, Gospel as I was taught it by my parents, Elder
and Mrs. B. C. Flint, so many years ago. To me that
is what our youth of today need to be taught so that
when the trials and the onslaught of the adversary
shall come upon them, as it will be ever stronger, they
will have a strong rod of iron to cling to. Mother and
Dad won’t always be there to shield and protect. The
life line between our youth and God must be strength-
ened and re-inforced with the basic and stable last-

ing truths of the true Gospel. What a beautiful thing
it is and oh what a kind loving father He is to plan
for us as He has done. His way of life brings happi-
ness and makes us truly free from fear. How could
we fear when we stretch out our hand and place it
trustingly in His to lead us? All fear is removed
from us.

1 sincerely believe that the Gospel, as I found
taught between the lids of this book, is what Jesus
Christ restored to earth 150 years ago. It will be of
lasting benefit to all who read it. It has a wonderful
spirit and when read prayerfully gives added under-
standing. I know we can take the Bible and Book of
Mormon by themselves, but oft times when told in
story form it adds understanding we otherwise miss
or would not get.

How very grateful I am that such reading material
was placed at my disposal in my youth for it helped
greatly in laying a firm foundation for my faith and
through the years helped that faith grow. I could
not deny the power of the Gospel in my life any more
than I could or would deny any one of my children,

God does not sleep nor is He dead only waiting
for us to put our hands and hearts to Him that He
can lead and instruct as He would and does want to
do for us. I can truly say Praise God from whom all
blessings flow for I have felt His power and know He
hears and answers our earnest heart felt prayers; not
just lip service.

Truly He has “Opened Our Understanding.”
Edna R. Smith

HOUSTON, MO. LOCAL NEWS

At our February Sacrament Service our Brother
John H. Jones emphasized the words of the prayer
said over the bread and the wine, that we should be
more aware of Christ’s suffering and broken body, and
by doing so, we may become more aware of our ac-
tions and deeds.

De Anna Medders sang a beautiful song, the chorus
of which went like this:

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place
I can feel His mighty power and His grace

1 can hear the brush of angels wings

I see glory on each face

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

Following this, her father, Truman Medders (Ikey),
was ordained to the office of Priest by Elder John
Jones with prayers by Elder Virgil Addie. Ikey and
Virgil received their call to the ministry the same day
day last year. We are happy to have three of the min-
istry residing in the Houston area now.

Brother John spoke of the grave responsibility to
be a minister for our Lord, also the great rewards here

on this earth, as well as the promise of eternal life.
Best of all, he said, is the love you receive from those
you serve. You find joy in serving the master, too.

On the tenth our Brother Truman Medders gave us
his first sermon telling us we need to trust in Jesus,
to keep our spiritual, physical and mental areas in
balance. God created man in His own image, gave us
dominion over all, especially over ourselves. Texti:
John 10:10: “I am come that ye might have life and
have it more abundantly.” God wants us fo be healthy,
happy individuals. The more we understand ourselves
the more effective we will be in life. To know thyself
is the most difficult lesson in the world.

On February 20th the Keeney family celebrated
the birthdays of Ern Keeney and his great-grandson,
Eric Hawkins. Ern was 86 and Eric was one year old.
Eric is the son of Steve and Joannie Hawkins of Nash-
ville, Tenn.

Recent visitors here were David Keeney and De-
anna Medders, home from college, Benny and Jerry
Case, Minnie, Sue and Candy Smith, Greg Phillips, Don
and Marian Eddy, Marjorie Cain, Gene and Bernice
Gould, and Amy Schrader.
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Elder Benny Case spoke to us on the 17th, telling
us we need to strengthen our faith as we will need to
make strong decisions as individuals and as a church.
Many miraculous happenings that came about because
of faith were rehearsed to us. By faith Noah built the
ark as God directed him. By faith Abraham journeyed
to a new land. By faith Sarah conceived in her old
age. We need faith to receive answer to prayer.

On the 24th of February Brother Virgil Addie spoke
to us of baptism, reading 2nd Nephi, 13th chapter telling
us ““ . . . if the Lamb of God, he being holy, should
have need to be baptized by water to fulfill all right-
eousness, O then how much more need have we, being
unholy, to be baptized, yea, even by water. Repent
ve, repent ye, and be baptized in the name of my be-
loved Son” (God speaking to Nephi). The Father will
give you the gift of the Holy Ghost.

In the Hohston Local business meeting on February
6, 1980 the following offices were filled:

Presiding Elder . ... . John H. Jones
Assistant ... . Virgil Addie
Pianist ... . ... ... Lois Heath
Assistant wiiiiiii e Johna Ely
Chorister ... .. .. Dorothy Wilson
Assistant . . Marita Mendenhall
Correspondent to Z. A, .. .. Mary Addie
Sec.-Treasurer ... . Margaret Kenney
Assistant ... ~eiie... Mary Addie
Librarian ... .. _ <. Mary Addie
Historian . ... .= .. . ... Lois Helseth
Trustees ... Virgil Addie, Truman

Medders, Ireatess Keeney

Social Committee = Margaret Keeney, Mary
Jane Medders, Mary Addie

Mo. Reunion Committeeman . John H. Jones

A new woffice or position was created, that of re-
cording technician, James Addie. His brother, Martin,
volunteered to maintain equipment and act as pur-
chasing agent for needed supplies, and donted use of
some equipment he had.

A new duet to present several specials recently is
composed of James Addie and Janeen Barke. Janeen
is presently doing her student teaching in the Houston
area and staying with the Addies until she completes
it. Janeen wrcte a peem which we thought was very
good on a challenge from Mart and James who told her
she would have to take the devotions in Sunday School
the next day. Each family of the group has it one month
at a time. Usually a few Bible verses are read or a
poem is used.

GOD WILL NEVER FAIL YOU

God will never fail you,

This, my friend, is true.

He stands by through thick and thin
He will guide you again and again.
Only trust Him and youw’ll see

That He's always there, He'll never flee.
When the time gets rough

Or the going gets tough,

When you feel you're falling,

On His name start calling.

Yes, just call on His name,

It’s always the same.

Sweet Jesus, oh, my friend

All your pains and cares He’ll mend.
And He’ll be with you, my friend,
Until the very end,

Submitted by
Mary Addie

A TRIBUTE TO APOSTLE ARCHIE F. BELL

It is with a keen sense of great loss to the Church
that we announce the passing of Apostle Bell on March
16, 1980, after several months of illness from a stroke.
He had been engaged in ministry among saints in Mich-
igan at the time he was stricken. After a few weeks, he
was brought to the Independence Sanitarium and Hos-
pital, and later taken to the home of a daughter, Sr.
Ella Engle, near Willow Springs, Mo. There, he was
lovingly cared for by Sr. Bell and those of the Engle
family until his passing. Our deepest sympathy and
love is extended to his family.

Perhaps if anything may be said to have character-
ized the life of our Brother Bell, it was his firmness of
conviction toward the Master of men, and in his per-
sonal ministry of the Gospel. He was a deep student
of the Bible and Book of Mormon, and seldom preached
without reference to both. Much of his ministry was
devoted to analysis and preaching on the prophecies
relating to the latter days, and he delighted in teaching
informal classes of Church members and friends con-
cerning his scriptural studies.

Bro. Bell was not only a student; he was deeply
spiritual. Being favored with spiritual dreams, he also
sought enlightenment to understand the dreams of
others. His love for the Gospel was demonstrated by
the purity of his life; we know of nothing to mar his
moral character. His stated positions were firm, but
never with rancor nor the spirit of contention. How-
ever, if others were in prolonged opposition, he would
not pursue the matter further; he resorted to silence.
Seldom if ever did he raise his voice, and when he felt
it necessary to rebuke another, it was in firmness, but
in kindness.

Bro. Bell was pleasant in demeanor, often in mild
humor; always a gentleman, a son of God. His wise
counsel among his brethren of the Apostles was in-
valuable in the resolution of many difficulties in the
Church. In all things, he sought divine guidance
through much prayer. We shall miss him above expres-
sion, but we trust that He who doeth all things well
has reserved for Archie a place among the saints who
have gone before, and where he may rest his earthly
sorrows and labor.
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OBITUARY
Archie Francis Bell

Archie Francis Bell, son of John F. and Rena J.
Bell was born September 14, 1904 at Hood River Ore-
gon.

He was united in marriage November 2, 1927 to
Martha C. Frerichs at Sterling, Colorado.

To this union were born five children two of whom
preceeded him in death. Archie was baptized Septem-
ber 14, 1912, a member of the Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and transferred his
membership to the Church of Christ with headquarters
on the Temple Lot in April 1928 and was ordained an
Elder the following day. In April, 1929 he was ordained
an Evangelist and an Apostle in April, 1954.

He served his country in construction work on Army
pases in the Yukon in 1943 and on Air Force bases in
Iceland during 1947 - 1952 where he was active in mis-
sionary work and baptized three people.

Archie served as editor of Zion’s Advocate four
years and also as Church Historian for several years.

He traveled far and wide in carrying the gospel to
many people. After suffering a heart attack on February
8, 1979 from which he recovered within a few weeks,
Archie set out to visit each of the local churches in
his assigned field of labor, and upon completing the
visit to the last local church, he suffered a stroke Sep-
tember 16, 1979 from which he never fully recovered.

He departed this life March 16, 1980 at the age of
seventy-five years, six months and two days, at the
home of his daughter, Mrs. Clifton Engle. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Martha C. Bell, of the home; one
son, Archie F. Bell, Jr.,, of Columbus Junction, Iowa;
two daughters, Mrs. Ella Engle of Willow Springs, Mo.
and Mrs. Delores Smith of Raymondville, Mo.; a brother,
Harvey J. Bell of Grand Junction, Colorado; one sis-
ter, Mrs. Gladys Everett of Eureka, Californa, seven
grandchcildren, one great-grandchild, and a host of
friends.

Funeral service was conducted at the Speaks Mem-
orial Chapel with Elder Nicholas F. Denham and
Elder Leslie P. Case in charge.

Burial was in the White Chapel Cemetery at Kan-
sas City, North, Mo.

D

THE ROLLING STONE
(Dedicated to our beloved Archie Bell)

The Rolling Stone has looked upon
The Holy Places, then gone on to
Preach the words so old and true,
Faith and repentance, for me and you.

Above all things be holy, and,
Let’s see what the Good Books say.
These are the rules he lived by
They served him in every way.
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Now a rolling stone gathers no moss.
If it did, “twould be our loss.

But the stone is smooth and worn away
From traveling by night and day.

So how fitting and how proper

That this apostle alone

In God’s wisdom and his own choosing
Called himself the Rolling Stone.

{Written by Betty Trudgen. Bradiey, Michigan Branch of the
Church of Christ and sent in loving memory from all his Brothers and
Sisters here.}

SORROW

When sorrow comes, as come it must,
It is in God, we all must trust,
There is no power in mortal speech
The anguish of one’s soul to reach,
No voice, however sweet and low,
Can comfort him or ease the blow.

He cannot from his fellowman

Take strengih that will sustain him then.
With all, that kindly hands will do,
And all that love may offer, oo,

He must believe throughout the fest
That God has willed it for the best.

We who would be his friends are dumb;
Words from our lips but feebly come;
We feel, as we extend our hands,

“Pis only God who understands

And truly knows the reason why

So beautiful a soul must die.

We realize how helpless then

Are all the gifts of mortal men.

No words which we can find to say
Can take the sting of grief away —
“Pis God who marks the sparrow’s fall
And comforts and sustains us all.

When sorrow comes, as come it must,
In God we all must place our trust.
With all the talents whic we may own,
We cannot meet the test alone,

And only he may stand serene
Who has a faith on which to lean.

Don W. Housknecht

s BRI

Success is not measured by what man accomplishes,

but by the opposition he has encountered and the
courage with which he has maintained the struggle
against overwhelming odds.
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A LOYAL FRIEND
{In memory of Archie Beli}

There’s twelve apostles in our chureh,
Twelve spokes within a wheel,

But God has taken one spoke out

His absence we will feel

He was a faithful servant

To carry out God’s plan;

He walked with us and talked with us,
He was a mortal man.

His work is finished here on earth,
No more this land he will rocam.

1 know the angels now rejoice,
Another child is home.

To all who knew him he will be missed
But memories still remain;

To the church and loved ones we will say,
World’s loss but Heaven’s gain.

Dorothy Burgin

A LETTER OF THANKS

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

My heartfelt thanks for all the prayers and words
of comfort you sent to me and my family. My testimony
is this: even when we walk through the deepest valleys
the Good Lord is with us all the time, even to the end.
O yes, and how do I know? My dear mother last year
got very sick. The doctors told us that it was cancer
and she suffered so much pain for 8% weeks. We all
prayed for a miracle and as time passed the doctors
gave us no hope. We could see the hand writing on the
wall: God was calling our mother home fo heaven. It
was so heartbreaking to stand by helpless.

One day while praying I had a vision. I saw my
mother in bed in the hospital and standing by her bed-
side was Jesus saying comforting words to my mother.
Truly I can say this vision gave me much peace of mind
and comfort, a true blessing when we know not how
to pray. God never fails us in time of need. So even
as we walk through the deepest valley, Jesus is always
with us and brings us through to victory.

God has been so good to me I just have to praise
the Lord. Even my vision of the golden stairway to
heaven so richly blessed me to see Jesus coming in
heavenly glory to meet me. Oh yes, my tear drops
did fall on the golden steps and my heart was so hum-
ble and grateful for a loving Savior

Oh to walk in heavenly glory! Men have not seen
what God has in store for them; such wonder and beau-
ty! Just beyond the horizon are the streets of gold. 1
look forward to seeing my dear, sweet Jesus again and
to walk with Him and to talk with Him.

ZION’S ADVOCATE

Page 79

Soon it will be Easter time and God will bless the
earth with new life and flowers and a song of joy in
our hearts praising the Lord. Happy Easter fo all,

With love,
Sister Marie Jones

—

COLORADO REUNION NOTICE

Please set aside the weekend of June 13, 14 and
15, 1980 to attend the Colorado Reunion. It will be
held at the Orchard Mesa Local Church, 3233 BY2 Road,
Grand Junction, Colorado.

If you should choose to come this year by public
transportation, let us know your time of arrival so we
can arrange to pick you up. We have no local buses,
and we live several miles from Grand Junction.

The cost of a phone call to us is minimal, and we
certainly would appreciate to know you are coming,
so we can plan for your housing and food supplies.

John E. Bell, Pastor
572 - 34 Road

Clifton, CO 81520 303-434-7100
Marvin E. Ely
236 - 32 Road 303-434-8149

Grand Junction, CO 81503

Ron W. Church
497 - 30 3/4 Road 303-434-5846
Grand Junction, CO 81501

We welcome all who will be able to come and
worship with us.

Enid E. Bell, Secretary

MISSOURI REUNION

The Missouri Reunion will be held the weekend of
June 27, 28 and 29, 1980 at the Temple Lot Local in
Independence, Mo. If housing is needed please notify:

Lawrence D. Beem 737-0686
4400 Blue Ridge Blvd.
Kansas City, Mo. 64133
Alvin L. Harris 833-2779

3405 S. Leslie
Independence, Mo. 64055

William A. Sheldon
1011 §. Cottage
Independence, Mo. 64050

461-8956
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES
The 1981 Ministers’ Conference (general member-
ship) for the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) will com-
mence Sunday, April 5, 1981. The business sessions
will start at 10:00 A. M. Monday, April 6. A Solemn
Assembly will be held prior to the conference, April
3 and 4, 1981.

The 1980 Minister’s Conference (priesthood mem-
ership) of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) will be
held Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, August 20th,
21st and 22nd at Independence, Missouri.

st st IR et

WRITTEN MATERIAL FOR “ZION’S ADVOCATE”

Articles, sermons, poems, news items, letters,
notices, etc. which are appropriate to be printed in
this paper are requested by the editorial staff. If pos-
sible they should be fypewritten on one side of sheet
only, double spaced and grammatically corrected. If
this is not possible, please send your material anyway.
Send all material to one of the members of the editorial
staff or to the general church (see title page). The
deadline for each month is the 7th of the previous
month.

CHU‘RCH OF CHRIST PUSBLICATIONS

Zend qil orders to: Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
P. O. Bex 472, Independence, Missouri 64051  Price Each
Book of Mormon — Missicnary Edition . $2.25
OQutline History of The Church of Christ ceveececrsveeseeescsevncas $3.15
Book of Commandments (Hard Bound) 32.75
Book of Commandments (Poper Bound) s $2.15

.. $2.20
$1.75

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed .
The Marvelous Work and o Wonder

o

What the icration Teaches Concerning God . 31.80
Historical Facis Concerning the Temple Lot i $1.00
Temple Lot Deed $ .20
Changing of the Revelaiions $ .35

Comprehensive Compariscn of Changes to the Revelations $1.00

A Brief Histery of the Church of Christ N/C
The Principles of the Gospel, Faith and Repentance .. ... N/C
The Pr sles of the Gespel, The Laying on of Hands ... N/C
The Principles of the Gospel, Baptism N/C
The Loiter Day ReSIOTGHON et N/C
Apostacy or Succession, Which? N/C
The Book of Mormon (Tract) N/C
Articles of Faith cnd Practice of the Chd.rch of Christ ........ N/C
Articles of Faith and Practice (Spanish) ... N/C
Articles of Faith and Proctice, No. 1, 9, 20 " e NJC
Sermonettes on the Teachings of Jesus .. N/C
What the Church Teaches in Respect to Matrimony (Spanish) N/C
Does It Make A Difference? N/C
Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish) . N/C
What About lsrael? N/C
Priesthood, Divine Authority N/C
"Is Any Sick Among You?” N/C
"Why" .. N/C
A Syncpsis of the Church of Christ’'s Beliefs and Practices ... N/C
The Sealed Book of Isaigh 29 N/C
Are You Satisfied? oo N/C
Gentiles - Weighed and Wanting N/T

First Presidency or First Apostles N/C

Marriage For Time and Elernity? N/C
Baptism For The Dead? N/C
Zion and the Temple of the Lord N/C

NOTE: Donations accepted to cover postage ond printing costs. Lot
prices of tracts exclusive of postage are: In packs of 6, 20 100, $4.50

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS?

Speed delivery of your "ADVOCATE" by sending us your new
address immediately. Mail to:

ZION'S ADVOCATE
(USPS 69%-300;

P. O. Box 472
Independence, Mo. 54051

Each undeliverable "Advocate” is now costing the church 25
cents We would rather spend this on delivering your paper than
{s return o us.

ZION'S ADVOCATE
(USPS 699-300)
P. O. Box 472
Independence, Mo. 64051

N
Second Class Postage Paid
Independence, Mo. 64051

AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS

The fcllowing materials are available on loan from the Audio,
Video, Visual Aids and Archeclogical Committee:

“Light at Evening” — A 35 minute slide-tape narration of the
estorotion of the goszpel.

“A Lamp Unto My Feet” — A 35 minute slide-tape nearration
about the Bock of Mormon, directed toward Indian viewers.

“We Sing and We Talk About Jesus” — A series of Sunday
School lessons, each with a teaching outline, an illustration and a
taped song io be learned by primary or intermediate children.

Send «ll orders to the Office Secretary, Church of Christ (Temple
Lot), P. O. Box 472, Independence, Mo. 64051. Specify casseite
iape or reel-toreel. Slide projectors and recorders will not be
provided.

The following iaped sermons are avdailable on loan for $1.00
for postage or o kesp as priced {use above address for ordering):
In the Service of God by Apostle Marvin Ey o cireccnrenn- .$3.75
Do the Will of God by Apostle Robert Jensen .ceeecicceeeenns EAT75
The Sword of Justice by Elder Albert Leighton-Floyd ..............$3.75
Reaching Out With the Gospel by Apostle Donald Mclndoo ...33.75
(This tcpe includes hiz ordination)

Stewardship, Our Reasonable Service by Elder James Lacy ...$3.75
Music {(Specials and congregaiion singing) %$2.75
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Send all orders to: General Sunday Schocl Association Treas
urer, Church of Christ (Temple Lot), P. O. Box 472, Independence,
Missouri B4051.

Price Each

Primary, Volume 1, No. 1, Childhood of Jesus ... N/C
Primary, Volume 1, No. 2, Jesus' Ministry (Out of Print)
Primary, Volume 1, No. 3, Jesus' Ministry con't. v N/C
Primary, Volume 1, No. 4, Life of Jesus iivrmeocrococnone N/C
Church History for Junicrs {34 pages) plus separate

Tsacher's Guide by Donna MoSer .eocecmnrecenns N/C
The Bock in the Stone Box (7 pages) by Vicla Henning ... N/C
The Bible Goms, "Who Am I?” by Doris Housknecht ... $1.50

No charge for single box to g Local Sunday School)
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