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Wtmr Wn Jray 

I got up early one morning, and rushed 
right into the day, 

I had so much to accomplish that I did not 
take time to pray. 

Problems just tumbled about me, and heavier 
came each task, 

"Why doesn't God help me?" I wondered, 
He answered, "You did not take time to ask." 

I wanted to see joy and beauty but the 
day toiled on grey and bleak. 

I wondered, "Why God didn't show me?" 
He said, "But you didn't seek." 

I tried to come into God's presence; I used 
all my keys to the lock. 

God gently and lovingly chided, "My child 
you didn't knock." 

I work up early this morning and paused 
before entering the day, 

I had to much to accomplish, that I HAD to 
take time To Pray. 

Autho,r Unknown 
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Editorial ... 

OUR GREATEST HOPE IN ZION 

From the time of Joseph Smith, Jr. to the present, 

there has been much said about the coming of Zion. 

Although the hope that has been generated has been 

generally inspirational, yet the,re has been a certain 

vanity in some respects due to man's 
Being caught up in the speculation of pro­

rt:ection and idealistic conditions that a literal Zion prom­

ises, can lead one away from tthe very core of the true 

appeal f:or Zlion. 

The hope for an actual Zion is still the 
of the Restoration peoples. Other have 
licated many of the peculia,r teachings and 
thait were introduced during the 
church. Their duplications have taken from the true 

effect and sacredness of some of the things that were 

unique in the Restoration. The hope of 
still retains its original appeal, contrasting the so­

called "Rapture" of Protestantism. 

Zion was of significant importance even before the 

church was organized in 1830. The instruct­

ions were, " . . . keep my commandments, and seek 

to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion." 
of C. 5:3) That which is given of the Lord is consistant­
ly rigiht; keeping His commandments is a prerequisite 

to the bringing forth and establishing the cause of Zion. 

His commandments, 
necessary to the es-

the real concentration will 
to dwell in 

has been the main theme of most 
but that goal of righteousness 

been reached. 

as reve,aled to 
shall seek to 

for shall have 
Ghost." (I N 3:187) 

our day: 
for if they 

shall wo be unto 
Zion." (2 N 11:109 & 12:30) 

last 150 years, we are compelled 
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have led many into avenues 
of continuous error while the few who to retain 
the truth stumble their own lack of faith. 

All is not however; the are still ex-
tended to us. is still the order of the 

there be little time left. It behooves us to 
gird up our minds in an awareness of the in whioh 
we live, and search out the that 
this time. Most we should look positively 
toward the greatest aspect in the establishment of 
Zion - the return of Christ. 

Isaiah asks the questi,on: "Who among us shall 
dwell with the fire? 
dwell with "He 
that walketh 
With this 

"Thine eyes shall see the 
<Isa. 33: 14, 15, 18) 

" 
this 

in his beauty." 

oJ Zion seem to be of lesser im­
we think of a people being prepared 

white linen of righteousness as a bride 
fcir the bridegroom. Our righteousness 

with the righteousness of Christ 
endure his presence. ' 

else can be said at this point; the decision 
in the preparation for Zion depends upon 

Do we want to be a part of Zion? 
,that we can be a part of Zion? If 

believe that there will be a Zion but 
don't think we will be worthy to be there 

already excluded ourselves. ' 

for Zion must include ourselves - if for 
reason, must include ourselves because 

Christ wants us there. Do you understand? Christ wants 
in Zion prepared in the fine linen of 

when he returns in his glory. If he wants 
then you don't need any other reason - you 

Christ is the foundation of all 
and he is our cause for the hope of Zion. 

RLS 

THE BUI ER AND THE PLAN 

Text. 
Matthew 25:14-30. The Parable of the Talents. 

There was a Builder who desired build an edifice 
to he a to many A of peace, 

beauty, and honor to his name. 

Time to build was short and late in the day 
he found a young man who was desirous of assisting 
him. The young man had many talents and to him the 
Builder entrusted ,the plans, careful to that 
there should be no deviation in the construction that 
the edifice might be good and 

The young man hastened to 
who were needed in the work of the great Builder. In 
due time these were chosen and some tasks. 
Soon there were those who to the 
who thought it would be better to alter the structure 
to their own understanding. This led to some 
tations and disagreements so that could not work 
in harmony together. Some were so enthused that 
forgot the Builder was in gave all the 
credit to the young man for to them 
and them as workers. let 

enter his heart and he 
in the plan, seeing himself in esteem in the eyes 
of his fellow workers and his name honored. 

Jealousy and selfish entered their minds 
and some became discouraged. 
side who were bitter enemies and 
the plan. The young man lost his life and was not al-

lowed to see the edifice completed to the plan that 
would ,the Builder. 

and the workers now were scattered 
among themselves who was to take the 

youn~ mans place in charge of the plans. Some left 
to build a structure here and some built structures far 

but none were careful t,o build by the original 

but their structures somewhat to the 
appearance and yet the Builder was not pleased. There 

serious errors and some brought on themselves 
an evil name. 

There cwme a time when the Builder wanted to see 
the edifice He found a few who were will-

need of following the original plans. 
To these the Builder entrusted the spot of ground 

been dedicated to be the site of the edifice. 
these workers from out of the scattered 

and called ithem together to work in harmony. 

was not many days till these men found fault 
one another and many became angry and sep-

arated some became discouraged and dis-
The few that were left found 

without enough workers to proceed w1th 
that was needed to be done. Some said "we 

must till the Builder tells us what ito do." 'They 
ceased to seek other talented workers and let the plans 

lie idle. time they became even weaker and 
fewer in numbers and the Builder who was unhappy 
with their and lack of effort lef,t them to 
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their own rewards. The Builder was not to be con­
founded in his work he had set to do. 

The Builder would have to find some other workers 
for the time to build was very short. These who were 
now at the site would have to be removed and they 
would be rejected as workmen when the edifice was 
constructed. This was the cause of much sorrow to the 

that so many had failed the task as men under 
his direction, even with such a perfect plan. 

After many days the edifice was completed and 
those who entered to worship found peace and beauty 
unmatched, and enjoyed the blessings of the Builder, 
for it pleased him that his name was honored aborve 
all names. 

"And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth 

my Zion at that day, for they shall have the gift and 
the power of the Holy Ghost." 1 Nephi 3:187. 

"And blessed are the Gentiles, because of their be­
lief in me, in and of the Holy Ghost, which witness 
unto ,them of me and of the Father. Behold, because 
of their belief in me, saith the Father, and because of 
the unbelief of you, 0 house of Israel, in the latter day 
shall the truth come unto the Gentiles, that the full­
ness of these things shall be made known unto them.'' 

"And thus commandeth the Father that I should 
say unto you, At that day when the Gentiles shall sin 

against my gospel, and shall reject the fullness of my 
gospel, and shall be lifted up in the pride of their hearts 
above all nations, and above all the people of the 
whole earth, and shall be filled with all manner of 
lyings, and of deceits, and of mischiefs, and all manner 
of hypocrisy, and murders, and priestcrafts, and whore­
doms, and of secret abominations; and if they shall do 

all these1 things, and shall reject the fullness of my 
gospel, behold, saith the Father, I will bring the full­
ness of my gospel from among them;" 

"But if the Gentiles will repent, and return unto 
me, saiJth the Father, behold they shall be numbered 
among my people, 0 house of Israel; and I will not 
suffer my people, who are of the house of Israel, to 
go through among them, and tread them down, saith 
the Father. 

"But if they will not turn unto me, and hearken un­
to my voice, I will suffer them, yea, I will suffer my 
people, 0 house of Israel, ithat they shall go through 
among them, and shall tread them down, and they shall 
be as salt that hath lost its savor, which is thenceforth 
good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden 
under the foot of my people, 0 house of Israel.'' Book 
of Nephi 7:30, 31, 34, 35, 38, 39, 40, and 41. Page 646, 
647. 

Elder Arthur G. Smith 

A LOVING TRIBUTE IN MEMORY OF 
APOSTLE B. C. FLINT 
by his daughter, Edna R. Smith 

The influence our lives wield we never really know, 
and I'm very certain that Bert C. Flint was not quite 
aware how far his reached. He was dearly loved by 
all those that knew him and respected by those that 
only knew of him. He was affectionately known and 
referred to as "Uncle Bert". This kinship held a deep 
feeling of love and Bert returned that love a hundred 
fold. Those dear people were his family and no blood 
ties were any stronger. 

Bert was born February 16, 1880 on a farm in wes­
tern Iowa near where the village of Manilla now stands. 
He was the second son of William A. Flint and Karen 
(Olson) Flint. He was of English descent on his fath­
er's side. His grandparents, the Flints, came to 
America at an early age. He was Norwegian on his 
mother's side. His mother was born in Nissadahl, 
Norway. Bert's parents were hard working, humble 
farme,r folk with little or no for formal 
education. There was no time in their busy lives for 
that kind of education. It was for this reason they 
encouraged their children to seek all ibhe knowledge 
and schooling they possibly could. 

It was from his grandparents, Flints, that Bert re­
ceived his deep love for the high ideals of America. 
They had suffered the direst type of privation as chil­
dren in England, they became Americans, a fact that 
filled the1111 with pride and deep love for their new coun­
try. This deep love they instilled in their children 
and grandchildren until Bert always said he lived and 
breathed Americanism from his earliest recollection 
of anything at all. This love of America and its history 
enabled Bert to recite in school the whole story of the 
Revolut1onary war; recalling the causes and dates of 
events leading up to that great struggle, to the surrend­
er at Yorktown without a hitch. He placed the events 
and dates so accurately that the teacher complimented 
him on his recitation and gave him a beautiful prize. 
This feat showed his early training and love that his 

grandparents, Flints, had instilled in his boyish mind. 
and the delving into historical records was a 

fav,orite study to Bert and remained so all his life. 

The William A. Flints stayed in Iowa until Bert's 
mother's health began to fail. The Iowa climate seem­
ed to disagree with her. and she developed an asthmatic 
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Bert and Freda Flint 

condition which troubled her all the rest of her life. 
They moved into southern Wisconsin which had been 
the birthplace of William, and settled on a farm in the 
community or township of Middlebury, with their three 
boys, Alfred, Bert, Clarence and adopted daughter, 
Amanda. This farm was home for quite a few years. 
Bert's father was a good farmer and he made every 
place he lived prosper and grow. He was able to turn 
the farm into a well producing and money making ven­
ture. 

It was in this localtty that the birthplace of the 
early Reorganized Church had its beginning with such 
early leaders as Zenas Gurley, Reuben Newkirk, H. H. 
Deem and others !Of that early day. The unwise acts 
perpetrated by these early settlers of Mormonism 
bred a deep hatred for the very name of Mormonism 
among the prosperous farmers of thait locale, and of 
course, Bert's family was a part of that group. The 
town of Blanchardville had been known as Zarahemlia, 
but, was cihanged to help wipe out some of thie intense 
feeling to Blanchardville. It was to this community 
that the Flints came from Iowa to live. So, almost from 
babyhood, Bert was taught to despise everything con­
nected with Mormonism and Joseph Smith: 

The old Middlebury church, Primitive Methodist, 
was where Bent attended as a boy. went and 
if someone was absent it was because he or she was 
ill. Only meager tasks were done on Sunday such as 
caring for the live stock and such, for the day was 
given over ,to things of a spiritual nature. The church 
was no amusement place as strictly religious matters 

were allo,wed. To his dieing day, Bert always felt 
an abiding love for ,that old church building, and, those 
things taught him in childhood had a deep and abiding 
influence on his life. 

As there was no rural mail delivery in that commun­
ity, Bert and his pal were chosen to go for the mail on 
mail days. The Postmaster for Middlebury people was 
Bert's Uncle Ted Theobald, so going for the mail meant 
a holiday from farm tasks. His many cousins were his 
playmates so going for ithe mail meant fun as well as 
duty for Bert. They not only b110ught home their mail, 
but also their close neighbors who also were relatives. 

The.re were two remarkable incidents that happened 
to Bert. They show God had a hand in his early life 
for the protecition God threw around about him. The 
scho.:>l house where Bert attended was set upon a high 
hill with a large virgin forest at its back. Here Bert 
and his school chums played Indian, more than any 
other games. 

During the long winters, coasting, skiing and 
sleigh riding were their winiter play time occupations. 
One incident in a c1Jasting episode which could have cost 
Bert his life was, in flying swiftly down the hill from 
the school house, Bert s s1ed hit a deep hole near the 
bottom of the hill. The sled very fast 
when it struck the opposite side of that deep hole. The 
impact threw his younger brother cle,ar, it struck so 
hard. But, Bert struck the hard frozen bank along 
with the sled. That was the last Bert knew, until he 
came to to find himself being helped home by his 
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their sleds as an ambulance. That 
ended the coasting for ithat night. 

Another time Bert was skiing down the hill with 
what he knew to be the finest ski.is of the neighbor­
ho-od. These skis had come from Norway and had been 

Bert a workman on his father's farm. The 
hill he was going down had been a corn field and had 
been harvested the old fashioned way, by hand, leaving 
the frozen corn lurking just under the snow. 
Bert was traveling at a rate of speed when his 

foot struck one of those frozen corn stumps 
which deflected his leg at a right angle from his body 

joint. The pain was excruciating and there 
in the snow. The rest of the group saw what 

haorn~ne,a to Bert and ran to his aid. A couple of 
the took hold of the upper part of Bert's 
body while two othe,rs yanked that leg back into place. 
A drastic and heroic measure, but the right medicine, 
for hadn't let the limb have time to swell. It was 
sore for a few days but no lasting harm came of that 
incident. God was watching over Bert even in 
these early periods of his life. 

When Bert was about 13 years old his father took 
him and his brother Alfred to the World's Columbian 

in Chicago. At this fair Bert saw many 
wondedul thngs. The great archaeological exhibit 

interested Bert and here · was born his love and 
interest in the ancient Americas. Here too was the 
great conference of churches held. The purpose was 
to unite and dissolve the many divisions among Chris-

but instead thr•ee more churches or denomin­
ations came out of that World's Conference of Relig­
ions. 

the close of the World's Fair a great de­
pression hit America. The year 1894 made history in 
America and also in Bert's life. Chicago, endeavoring 
to care for unemployment, asked churches and other 
such institutions to furnish housing for their unem-

people. These became known ait this time as 
the, famous "soup houses", where for a few hours work 
on the streets or places of public interest, workers 
were entitled to food, which was mostly soup, and also 
a to sleep. 

and always required 
Flint conceived the idea 

of to and bringing back as many of 
those Workers" as he could place on the farms 
in their neighborhood. He brought out eight the first 
trip, and some readily took to their new environment 
while others soon drifted back to the cities. Among 
those determined to stick out was a young 
ion by the name of Peter Olson. He had hired out to 

and when the season ended, he came to 
Flint and asked if he could do chores for 

his board and room and go to school to brush up on 
the This grandfather was happy to 

Bert's brother Alfred to enter high 
Wisconsin. Peter and Bert became 

fast friends. While Peter Olson was with ,tihe Flints' 
he took out his naturalization papers. Due to so many 
Norwegian Olson families in the locality, Peter had his 
name changed to Peter Musceus and was known by 
that name thereafter. 

During the winter of 1894-1895, while Peter Musceus 
in the Flint home, an old fashioned revival 

was held in the Middlebury church. Everyone 
attended and this preacher knew how to work upon 
the youth. He was able ;to tell death bed stories and 
c.ry at the right times. BeDt said this might be hard 
criticism but years later this same man was found 
to be as big a hypocrite as could ev-e,r be imagined. 

Well, the upshot of these meetings was the whole 
group of young people became converted and joined 
the church. A young people's society of the Christian 
Endeavor organization was formed with Peter Musceus 
as president and Be,rt Flint as secretary. Bert was only 
fifteen at .the time. This society met weekly and 
Bible study was instiuted after the form prescribed 
by the Christian Endeavors. Peter made a splendid 
presiding officer. 

Bert·s father, desiring to take a vacation from farm­
ing, rented the farm to Peter Musceus and Bent's broth­
er, Alfred Flint. Back in those days such an arange­
ment would have given these young men a gooo start 
in life but this was not to be the case. Wisconsin suf­
fered the worst drouth in the history that ye•ar. There 
were no crops nor any feed for stock for the coming 
winter. Peter and Alfred had to admit that their ven­
ture as farmers was a complete failure. Bert wasn't 
at hoone at this time as his help wasnt need so ihe had 
hired out to a Norwegian uncle of his during this per­
iod. 

was this c1Jndition of affairs that grandfather 
found upon arriving home. There was nothing to feed 
the stock through the winter. So grandfather Flint de­
cided to reiturn ,to Iowa and buy up corn, hay and grain 
to ship back to Wisconsin. Iowa had had a bumper 
crop and everything was plentiful. Bert's father was 
a man that looked and planned ahead. Instead of buy-

just what was needed for the present, he decided 
he would stay in Iowa, ,to buy up corn and store it in 

c.ribs there on the grounds as an investment. 
This he did with his brother, Bert's uncle, George. 

became regular corn buyers. They bought and 
stored thousands of bushels of corn in big cribs like 
barns right the,re in Iowa. This buying project kept 
Bert's father in Iowa until almost spring of the follow-

year or about January of 1896. These circum­
stances had a direct bearing on Bert's life and lead 

to his ministry in life. 
It was this winter of 1895-1896, while Bert's 

father was in that Elder J. W. Peterson and wife 
came Blanchardville. Elder Peterson was a seventy 
in the Church and when he went into a 

he stayed until he had practically exhausted 
the possibilities there before moving on. Brothieir Peter-
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on moved to Adamsville and stayed with Alex McKen­
s ie while he held f,orith his meetings in the church. 
~rother Peterson's move created quite a stir amongst 
the hot headed Englishmen and Bert's relatives. ~oth­
ing of a serious nature happened and the meetmgs, 
for all the hatred expressed, were well a.ttended. It 
was during these Adamsville meetings, one of Bert's 
cousins arose in the Sunday School and told the folks 
assembled, "y,ou folks up here don't know what good 
preaching is. That fellow down in Adamsville sure 
knows the Bihle." Bert was just a kid of 15 yet he 
could have strangled ,that Theobald cousin for making 
such a statement. The worst part to him was that his 
home people, those of Middlebury, were as well repre­
sented at Elder Peterson's meetings as was Adams­
ville itself. 

There was a young woman w,orking as a hired girl 
for grandrrnother Flint whose sister worked for Bert's 
Uncle Ted Theobald. Grandmother's hired girl asked 
Bert to take her down to see her sister. Bert had no 
objections so did so, but upon arr,iving at Bert's Uncle's 
they found the sister had gone to ,the meetings in 
Adamsville. The young lady with Bert insisted she 
had to see her sister and here he balked. No thanks! 
No Mormonism for him. Well, she coaxed and said it 
would be too Ia,te to hear the sermon, and anyway, 
they could leave as soon as her errand with her sister 
was over. Well they weren't very late for the service 
had just nicely be:gun. When Bert looked over the 
crowd whio should be sitting there but Peter Musceus 
and his own brother Alfred. Bert had not known they 
had attended the meetings. Bert heard that sermon 
and in it Brother Peterson :talked of prophets and the 
need to beware of false prophets. To Bert's under­
standing there were no more prophets after John, but 
Brother Peterson found a good many in the New Testa­
ment. Although Bert was well read in the Bible, these 
were new to him. Brother Peterson made it plain 
tllat Jesus didn't say, "Beware of prophets but beware 
of false prophets." At the service Bert had gotten so 
worked up he forgot about the young lady who was 
with him and he didn't know if her errand with her 
sister was completed or not. The sight of his pal, Peter 
Musc,eus and his brother Alfred, there took everything 
else from his mind. When they all got home, Bert went 
for Peter saying he should be ashamed to be in a Mor­
mon meeting. And as he, Peter, was the presiding 
officer of the Christian Endeavor Society he should 
apologize to the Society at the next meeting. Well 
Peter just lau~ed and said he would go hear the devil 
preach if he thought he could learn anything from him. 
The up shot of it was they got their Bibles and it was 
two o'clock in the morning before their session broke up. 
They got to the place where Peter said the 
said one thing and Bert denied it. You would have 
thought Peter was being converted, naturally Peter 
had the Bible on his side, just as Peterson did. They 
finally agreed they would have to go back and find 

out what the preacher had said. Another sermon was 
heard, one that knocked Bert and his Methodist ideas 
clear out of bounds. Brother Peterson was well able 
to defend the Restored all phases of 1t. At 
this sermon he talked from a chart that showed what 
the Bible taught with reference to the spirits of the hu­
man race after deam. that there were two places, Par­
adise and Hell, and that the spirits were conscious and 
able to be taught in either place. In order for all to 
have an equal chance, those never having heard the 
Gospel must hear it in order that they might be judged 
according to men in the flesh. Brother Peterson em­
phasized that ALL must have a chance to hear and 
not be saved in man's ignorance. This was not God's 
plan; His was that ALL might hear and obey the Gos­
pel either in this life or after death. AH must have 
one chance to hear and obey. Then too, Elder Peter­
son showed the story of the judgment in Matthew 25: 
31-46. This showed the ,thre,e classes, Sheep, Goats, 
and Brethren. The Brethren were the saints of God, 
the sheep the righteous people of the world and the 

the wicked and that in the resumection ALL 
mankind will ciome forth and will receive the reward 

to their works. 

This doctrine was so strange to Bert that at the 
close of the meeting he went to the preacher and 
landed him like a hawk on a chicken. Bert was only 
a lad of 15, yet he was well versed in the Bible and 
here this man was finding things in the Bible that up 
to this time no 1one had been successful in explaining 
to him. Brother Peterson had no difficulty logically 
from the Bible, explaining the Gospel and the 
Bib10 back him up. This very fact in Bert's young 
mind made him more dangerous. Truly he was a wolf 
in clothing. Truly he was a base deceiver and 
after that Bert never missed a meeting. It wasn't be­
cause he was being converted, but he felt sometime, 
somehow that Morman preacher would give his case 
away and Bert would be able to see the clo!ven hoof. 
The debates Bert and Peter had went on, for Bert was 
fighting for his very life. In his young mind Brother 
Peterson was violating the Bible and all his life it had 
been an anchor to him. He couldn't let that 
pen. 

Well, after a time Bert's side of the was 
pretty much the same as Brother Peterson's, not be­
cause Peterson had said it was so, but that is the 
way the Bible told it. Peter and Bert were now discus­
ing baptism and had switched sides, Peter was again 

Methodist. Grandfather Flint having returned, 
couldn't be quite as open in their 

as had been. Grandfather would have a 
to it for his hatred of Mormonism had not cooled. Well 

their Bert was the necessity 
ua.vc,"'"' as a ordinance. Peter became very 

for naturaily the Bible verified ;the stand 
Bert was making. He snapped at Bert, "Well if I 
believed as you do I'd be baptized. Supposing you 
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were to die, where would you go?" Well that was 
something Bert hadn't reckoned with. There had been 
no thought of doing aiything about it at all. Elder 
Peterson had used frequently that text in James: "If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God who giv,efo 
to all men liberally and upbraideth not." Bert was a 
child and he believed that statement meant just what 
it said. Bert firmly believed that if anyone went to 
God, asking for light, that He surely would give it to 
them. When Peter had put ,the matter so bluntly to 
Bert. Bert felt he must do something at once. He 
must get by himself, where in Prayer tio God, he might 
receive an answer to the question crowding his 
thoughts. 

Donning his cap and coat, it was nine o'clock on 
a February night and 20 below zero, Bert went out to 
his father's barn. He climbed up in the hay mow to 
pray for light. The idea of authority to perform such 
ordinance of the Gospel had not reached his understand­
ing. He was praying this wise, that if maybe the Bap­
tist preacher or Methodist preacher baptized him, it 
would be alright. Suddenly some power which he 
couldn't explain seemed to be crushing out his life. For­
gotten was his childish plea about who could baptize 
him and he sought God in earnest prayer for his very 
life. When he did that, Bert relates in his autobiography, 
that power left and upon opening his eyes he was sur­
rounded by a pure white light, lighter than the sun at 
noon day for the hay was transparent in this beautiful 
light. He saw no personage, but a voice as audible and 
literal as any he had ever heard told him the Gospel 
he had heard preached was true; if he would acce,pt 
and obey he would be blessed. That was enough for 
him. He went back to the house and went to bed. The 
next morning he asked his father if he could be bap· 
tized and surprising enough grandfather granted that 
request. Had he known of the experience Bert had the 
night before he might not have given his consent, but 
Bert being only a lad grandfather thought in time that 
so'oner or later he would see his mistake and renounce 
Mormonism and all it stood for. That same evening 
Bert drove to Barneveld where Brother Peterson was 
and asked for Baptism. Bert was baptized on his six­
teenth birthday February 16, 1896, in his father's stock 
watering fank in 22 below zero weather. All the rivers 
and creeks were frozen clear to the bottom so this was 
the only place possible as this was kept open with a 
tank heater. He was confirmed at Adamsville in the 
afternoon as it was Sunday and Brother Peterson was 
to preach there that afternoon. 

The step Bert had taken made him an outcast from 
all his relatives' homes. Those homes which had been 
so open to him were closed. His cousins were not al­
lowed to associate with him. I guess they thought he 
was of an evil spirit and although these actions hurt, 
what he had received while in prayer in the barn was 
too precious and sacred for him to deny. To him these 
experiences as told in the Bible had become real to him, 
for hadn't God so richly blessed him a mere farm lad, 

and light had been given. 
Bert was just such a young boy it is a gTeat wonder 

to me, his daughter, would I have been able to remain 
firm and not waver were I called upon to take the per­
secutton heaped upon his head. Never in all the years 
of his life did he ever g,o back on or renounce that testi­
mony. To him it was always a rock of strength for tt 
proved beyond a shadow of doubt that God literally 
answers prayer when that prayer is sincere and from 
the heart. 

This tribute has bec,ome quite lengthy but in order 
that the events that happened later in Bert's life be 
understood his conv,ersion to the Gospel had to be com­
pletely told. 

That fall of 1896 Bert attended the high school in 
Dodgeville and while there read the Book of Mormon 
three times. His old prejudice made it hard to accept. 
His vision to1d him the Gospel he heard was true and 
the Book of Mormon was a part of it, therefore it must 
be true. Bert read everything he dcmld get his hands 
on trying to convert himself to the Book of Mormon. 
The part Joseph Smith played in the restoring of the 
Gospel as yet he couldn't qutte swallow. So deep were 
the prejudices built up in his mind that even his vision 
hadn't competely dispelled them. At Christmas, a 
cousin of Bert's that was attending Platteville Academy, 
and who was not quite as prejudiced as others, advised 
Bert he would be better off there than returning to 
Dodgeville. This Bert did for as I told in the beginning, 
my grandparents encouraged their children to seek all 
the schooling possible, gioing on to branches of higher 
learning wherever possible. 

In April of 1897 Bert was taking a team of horses 
up to Barron. His father had purchased land up there 
and had gone on ahead on the train leaving Bert to 
bring up the team when he got home from Platteville. 
The oountry was new and raw so that the roads were 
mere tracks ,through the country. Rough elements were 
on all sides and thievery was rampant so Bert was ad­
vised not to pick up strangers and give them rides. It 
was raining hard and Bert was wet, yet very cautious, 
was hailed by a man, running out of one of the little 
shack like homes, asking for a lift to town. Well Bert 
thought this man /ought to be all right. He had come 
out of the house he was passing, then too the man had 
an umbrella and that looked good to poor wet Bert 
there in the wagon. It wasn't very far from the town 
of Valley JunctilOn, and Bert knew that an Elder A. L. 
Whitaker lived there and meant to stop and see him. 

He asked the man if there were any Latter Day Saints 
in town, "Yes, we have a good branch here and Elder 
Whitaker is a missionary and lives here too. Say, 
are you a Latter Day Saint?" Bert replied, yes. "Well, 
shake hands with another for I'm one also." It was 
George Hancock a relative of Silas Hancock here in 
Independence, Mo. He had a little grocery store in the 
village. 

It was nearly noon when Brother Hancock and Bert 
drove into Valley Junction so Brother Hancock took 
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Bert to Brother Whitaker's home. Brother Whitaker 
hlmself answered the door and before any introduction 
ctiuld be made, Brother Whitaker called Bert by name 
and called him into the ministry. Here again was more 
evidence to Bert of God's working as He did in Bible 
times. A mere lad of 17 had found favor with God. 
Brothe,r Whitaker knew nothing about Bert nor even 
knew that such a person even lived. Bert knew of 
Brother Whitaker, but he had never met him. 

Bert had left home April 5 and arrived in Barron 
April 11th aftex a very hard trip over new ground from 
Valley Junction, the roads were almost impassible, and 
mud so deep the horses could hardly get through. 

lt was while Bert was attending the District Con­
ference at Chetak, Wisconsin that a very great miracle 
was witnessed by him and one that made a lasting im­
pression on him. It was June and a wag10n load of 
saints were being taken home to Brother Barnes for 
dinner. Several families ,that lived near the conference 
hall took the visitors hmme with them to be fed. There 
wasn't facilities at the hall to care for the meals to feed 
the people. Just as the wagon pulled infu Brother 
Barnes yard the storm that had been brewing struck 
and a dash was made for the house. Brother Barnes, 
Brother Wa;rren, and Brother Cook went to the barn 
with the horses t\o get them under cover. There had 
been some terrible crashes of thunder and lightning 
and right during the worst of it, here comes Brother 
Warren, who was a big man, carrying Brother Cook in 
his arms. Brother Wanl'en laid him on the settee and 
then they saw that Brother Cook had been struck by 
lightning. His eyes were clear 10ut of their sockets, 
his clothing torn from his back and his back was as 
black as coal. Brother Wm. A. McDowell put the eyes 
back into theiir sockets and tried his best to tell Sister 
Cook her husband was dead. She refused to listen and 
begged the Elders to administer to him. They did so 
and in a short time Brother Cook was restored to life. 
Here indeed was Bert seeing for himself that God's 
promises to His children were true. The following 
spring as Bert was helping Brother Cook with his spring 
work, Bert asked him what he thought about the ex­
perience he had gone through at the conference the 
year before; if he thought himself he really was dead. 
Brother Cook replied "all I can say is that I seemed to 
be up ne1ar the ceiling of the room. I saw my body on 
the settee, and my wife weeping and I saw the Elders 
lay their hands upon my head and ,thait Bert, is about 
all I can tell you.'' 

While in Barron Bert attended high school wishing 
to get all the educatikm he could and it was here that 
he met, converted and baptized his first wife, Edna. 
As Bert didn't have the authority to lay on hands for 
the reception of the Holy Ghost, he with his mothe,r 
and a neighbor lady as chaperone, took Edna to Twin 
Lakes, Wisconsn \On Saturday staying over night so that 
Edna might receive through Elders Whitaker and 
Closson the laying on of Hands for the Reception of 
the Holy Ghost. 

This activity on Berts' part and his seemingly able­
ness to defend the Gospel work further infuriated 
g,randfather Flint. When he could no l!Onger stand it, 
seeing Bert would not renaunce id:, he ordered him ,to 
pack up his belongings and leave and never come back. 
This Bert did for he could not renounce the Gospel 
nor go back on the experiences in his father's barn. 
Here was a lad .of only 17, turned out of his father's 
home all because the Gospel was too precious to deny. 
I've often wondered if I could have stood so firm, yet 
Bert did. 

Because of the way Bert's father had ordered him 
out of his home and Bert's dose associa,tion wiith Edna 
McNurlin, this young girl only 15, was being talked 
abaut. She wrote Bert telling him all about it. He 
in turn wr0te her, if she was willing ,to share his exile 
and could get her parents consenit, he would come for 
her and they would be married. This was done and 
on November 6, 1898 Elder A. V. Cliosson married them 
at the farm home of Brother James Mair. Here were 
two mere babes starting out upon life's sea yet they 
never lived to regret that step. 

To this union were born four children, two girls 
and two boys. The youngest was a boy who died 
shiortly after birth as did Bert's wif,e, Edna. Now he 
was alone with three children to rear. He now held 
the office of Elder, and although he had made one trip 
with Brother J. 0. Dutton as an associate, he hadn't 
done much in the missionary line. The death of his 
wife was almost the death of him also. He didn't care 
much what became of himself. They were living in 
Evansville, Wisconsin at this ttme, Bert collapsed 
making it impossible even to attend his wife's funeral. 
Ber:t writes of this time in his autobiogrphy as the 
most desolate period of his life and only through God's 
help was he able to come through the ordeal. The 
thought came to him he had ,his children and the Gos­
pel and with God he would try, if God could use one 
so broken in health as he, to what he and Edna had 
so hopefully planed to do toge,ther. He gave ihimself 
to God telling Him to db as He would wiith him so he 
threw his whole heart into his ministry. 

Bert's health was so bad that even his father re­
lented and told him to come home to recuperate until 
he was strong enough to il'esume his work. The treat­
ment Bert had received at the hand's of the Evansville 
saints made a deep impression on Grandfather Flint. 
Uncle George Flint had just lost his wife and Bert's 
parents had no sooner arrived home from that funeral 
when they were called to that of Bert's wife. Bert's father 
wrote his brother George, "We may say what we please 
about Bert and his religion, these folks are like one 
big family.' Here was Be:d, down and out, complete­
ly broken, yet his brethern and sisters came there and 
took ove,r, showing they were thus accustomed to car­
ing for each other. I never saw anything like it. Cer­
tainly they malllifested the spirit of Christ.'' Quite an 
about face from his former statements concerning 
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Bert's religion. Flint and those in Iowa were 

Holiness people. 

From that time in 1910-1911 Bert's ministry flourish­

ed. He was a gif,ted speaker and tbe Gospel was so 

dear to his heart. He baptized great numbers of peo­

ple. While in the field, word reached him that his 

baby, Verna, was not getting the care she should. The 

family in Beloit caring for the children were goiod peo­

ple but seemingly were unable to cope with so young a 

child. Bert received this word while at Sister Dora Tuck­

ers and she seeing how worried he was asked the reason. 

Bert told her and, big hearted woman that she was, 

she told him to send for the baby and she would care 

for her as long as Bert was in that locality. This was 

up near Sparta where Hrother Rober,t Davis and Bert 

had done such extensive work. Bert sent for the baby, 

Verna, telling his son Orville to bring the baby on the 

train and he would meet him. S[ster Tucker had plan­

ned to go to the ,train with Bert, but for some reason 

she asked Freda Grasshoff to go in her place. This 

was a young woman baptized, who had not been in 

the church very long. When Verna saw Freda, she 

clung to her and wouldn't let her leave, so Verna was 

taken to the Grasshoff home instead of the Tucker 

home to be cared for. Their hea:r:ts went out to her 

and she returned that love, yet it was Freda she clung 

to even having to sleep with her. 

Bert saw ihe love and care his daughter was re­

ceiVling at Freda's hands also the sterling character 

Freda had. He learned to caf!e deeply for her. She 

was a young only four years his daughter Virgie's 

senior, and he was in his early thirties. The thought 

of marriage to Bert wasn't even in her thoughts. Bert 

finally was able to woo he,r into marrying hiim. Bert 

laughingly said that Freda just had to marry him in 

order to keep the baby, Verna, whom she had come to 

love very much. When Bert finally had won the fair 

Freda, and she agreed to marry him, she made the 

suggestion that her family move into Bert's home in 

Evansville, Wiisconsin; as work wtJuld be easier for 

her father and her brother Richard to get, in Evans­

vi11e. Also her sister, Erna and brother, Albert, would 

have a better chance to go to school. Virgie and Or­

ville could be in thei,r home once more. 

This idea suited Bert fine so it was done and on 

June 4, 1912, Elder J. 0. Dutton united Hert and Freda 

in holy marriage. After they were married, Freda 

and Verna traveled with Bert in his field of laibor, 

whieih was northern Wisconsin. 

From that day forward Bert's ministry flourished 

and he was kept very very Freda was indeed a 

true help mate to Bert. I've heard him say many tlmc.s 

she was the greatest blessing of his life. When I was 

born, Bert almost had his home broken by death again, 

and only through God's mercy through administartion 

both Freda and I were saved. 

The events of Be;rt·s ministry went forward and the 

old time blessings were received under his ministry 

until after Joseph Smith III died and his son, Frederick 

M. Smith became President. Lt was then that Bert 

saw a great change, new inovations were creeping in, 

old war horses of the Gospel were dropped to make 

,room for c1ollege bred men that would promulgate tihe 

new order of things. Bert watched all these changes, 

but went r,ight ahead preaching the old Gospel as Re­

stored in the Latter Days. Because he wouldn't knuckle 

under and preach the new church program, pressure 

was brought to bear and his field of endeavoc ohanged 

to one that was honey combed wtth this new order 

of things. In 1923 he refused his appointment to the 

Des Moines, Iowa district. He told the powers that be 

if God was back of such a move, he would go to the 

islands of the sea, bwt he wlOuldn't go across the street 

with such political tactics. He was out of the active 

mission field so he must find work where he could 

support his family. 
Through fasting and prayer, and after about killing 

himself off working in the Evansville Creamery mak­

ling boxes with a box machine, Bert finally secured a 

position in the Mlotor Vehicle Department where he 

climbed from clerk, to Junior C1erk, and finally to Sen­

ior Clerk and head of ,the department. All the while 

he was thus employed, both he and Freda were search­

ing and searching for a church home in which they 

could work. The answer to their prayers was always 

to be patient and waiilt. Supreme Directional Oollltrol 

became a full blown flower in 1925 and many stalwart 

men, giants in defeense of the Gospel, left the Reor­

ganized Church and threw their support with the pro­

test movement. A Zion's Advocate ca,ine into Freda 

and Bert's hands around the first part of January 1926. 

Wrhen Freda was 11ead:ing this, she was told this is what 

she was to wait fiOr. She fell to her knees and thanked 

God, but how could this be, for iJt was another church. 

A voice spoke to her and asked what those people 

were baptized into before the church was organized? 

She answered out loud, "I don't kniOw." Then she was 

shown that we aren't baptized into a church but into 

Christ and become the body of Christ here on earth, 

in the church. 
names were presented for membership in the 

Church of Christ, (Temple Lot) on March 26, 1926 they 

being Brother and Sister Milton Funk, Sister Grass­

hoff, Verna and Edna Flint, Alfred M. Flint and Bert 

and Freda Flint. All these present signed a 1etter 

requesting their names tlo be removed from Reorgan­

ized records. 
In April of 1928 Bert was ordained an Apostle and 

givm a field of activity. He was now a full fledged 

representative of the Church of Chnist (Temple Lot). 

That year Bert didn't go out full ,time because he felt 

he should get his financial status in better order before 

doing so, as the financial status of the Church of Ghrist 

was pretty poor. Re did use every week end and his 

three week vacation in missionary work. In the spring 

of 1929 he resigned from the state house to give his 



July, 1979 ZION'S ADVOCATE Page 107 

life anew and full Ume to the Master's work. There 
he worked until God called him home. 

He worked among the Indians in Canada from 1931 
to 1934 along with the rest of his field of Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Indiana, Ohio and Michigan. In 1936 his mission 
was changed and h,e was sent to ,the British Isles, where 
he labored ten months, only coming home when the 
war clouds began io cover Europe and Hitler marched 
into the Rhineland in 1936. When he returned from 
the British Isles, he was again asked to labor in his 
old field of the states above mentioned. 

Bert was elected Editor in Chief of the Zion's Ad­
vocate in 1943 and served in this capaciJty through Oc­
tober 1946 the f,irst time and again from June 1948 
through. April 1949. He was gifted in writing, so de­
voted the winter months to writing and printing of Gos­
pel itraats. Bert was also asked to compile the Outline 
History of the Church of Ghrist. 

The reunions iin Wisconsin he helped to organize 
with the able assistance of Elder Rollo Addie. These 
reunions were held for ten years in Brother Addies 
home, before they were mwed to Sparta, Wisconsin. 
These reunions were a joy to Bert's heart for here 
would gather his family, the dear members of the 
church. 

Phoenix, Arizona 
April, 1979 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Church of Christ, 
"And now I ask, What great blessings 
has He bestowed upon us? Can ye tell?" 

Alma 14:80 
Our intention is to compile a record of blessings 

and miraculous spiritual experiences of our people. 
The purpose of this venture is to preserve an ac­

count of God's blessings to us and to testify to every­
one of His goodness. 

"Whosoever, therefore, shall confess me 
before men, him will I confess also be­
fore my Father, which is in heaven.'' 

Matt. 10:32 
Please send us your testimonies and encourage 

others ,to do the same. 
No blessing is insignificant. 

We would welcome all, including ithe testimonies 
of the little children and those who have gone on to 
their reward. 

Please send your reply to: 
Karin Malone 
18840 N. 30th St. 
Phoenix, Arizona 
85024 

Respootfully, 
Karin Malone 
Committee Secretary 

Bert had been v,ery active in the state government, 
championing causes for right and writing documents 
to present phases of good clean government to the Leg­
islature. 

Bert took to his bed in November of 1965 and ling­
ered until February 7, 1966. Just a few days before 
he was called home, he so earnestly for each 
member of his family them one by one down 
to the youngest, his great grandson, Stephen Andrew 
Sarratt. He then prayed for the saints that they would 
be faithful to their trust made in the waters of bap­
tism. He closed that prayer Like this, "You know Lord, 
I don't want to leave my loved ones here. I want to 
work for you but not my will thine be done." 

Bert was a humble man, small of stature but a 
veritable giant in defense of the Gospel, which was his 
whole life. May this tribute acquaint you a little bet­
ter with Bert C. Flint, to me a wonderful Dad. 

If there be errors Im sorry for I have tried to give 
as true a picture as possible using, Zion's Advocate, his 
autobiography and my memory as I lived through these 
events. 

Bert C. Flint was indeed one of God's noblemen yet 
he never .thought himself great. 

Bell 1s 25th Anniversary 
The friends and relatives (>f John and Enid Bell 

gathered to celebrate the happy couple's 25th anni­
versary, the evening of April 21. Actually, the Bell's 
anniversary was April 17, but their son Jack wasn't 
home from college until that weekend. Their son 
Russell is a student at Palisade School, and daugh­
ter ,Jane is employed in Grand Junction. Filled to 
the brim, the home of Allen and Becky Downs rang 
with merriment as we played party games relating to 
romance and matrimony do go !hand in 
hand). Aftea: laughing till our sides ached, we jostled 
our plates of and cups of The cake, 
decornted and served Becky Downs, was trimmed 
with daffodills and lilacs. Vases of fresh garden and 
wild flowers echoed the 
refreshments was John 
After much 
the Bells next 
and we left 

theme. Helping serve 
and Enid's daughter Jane. 

u,,.~~,uuuvu about 

It's to share each other's happiness. 
bless your lives in the years 

ahead, and may we find you still 
smiling and young at your anniversary. 
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HOUSTON MISSOURI RALLY 
MAY 26, 27, 1979 

I oolieve everyone agreed that it was a beautiful 
Rally or Reunion, which ever term you wish to use. 
The, Lord's spirit was with us in great abundance, in 
answer to prayer Wlhich seemed to be the theme 
throughout. "The Power of Prayer" I have pages of 
notes here and I feel vecry unworthy to try to put them 
all into one small package. So much was packed into 
the sermons I can't do justice to them in compiling 
them. I think I'll jusit concentrate on some of the 
testimonies which are often mini sermons, to me. 

"God is a God of miracles, He is the same today, 
yeste,rday, and tomorrow. We can ask, expect and re­
ceive a miracle in our lives IF we believe it possible." 

A special prayer service was held just for our 
dear Sister Verna Jones Wlho was in the hospital. More 
touching prayers I've never heard. Later she told me 
she could "Feel" the Power of our Prayers, and re­
ceived a blessing. 

"The Lord is good to me, I don't know w:hat I'd do 
if I couldn't go to the Lord in time of distress.'' 

"The Lord answered our prayer in the attendance 
of all you at our rally. I prayed the same prayer 35 
years and it was answered. God directed us here; took 
care of every de.tail, providing the means, transpor­
tation, housing, work and his watchcare is with us 
every day. Thank you Lord. We've been well blessed. 
God provides for us every day. What few troubles 
we actually have. Just stop and look around you. We 
have so many things to be thankful for. We need to 
rely on Him." 

"I b€lieve in a God of miracles. Many years I've 
had bronchitis and had to take medication for it, al­
most couldn't get along with it and couldn't get along 
without it. I had ooen administered to many times, and 
received relief, then feeling especially bad and having 
a cold. I was administe,r•ed to again and am happy to 
repor1t I've not had any symptons return. I can sleep 
well, don't need the medication and I don't wheeze 
anymore. We thanked the Lord in advance for the 
blessing we expected. One of my most memorable 
spiritual experiences happened a few years ago. One 
day my wife called me at work, reminding me of the 
absence at church of an older coup!€ who were no~ 
ally in regular attendance. She felt concern over them 
and said we needed to go check up o,n them. The same 
thoughts had also been in my mind all that day. When 
we got there the Lady came running out saying, "Oh, 
I'm so glad to see you; you are the answer to my pray­
er" And she had indeed ben praying for someone to 
come. What a beautiful feeling to have God use you to 
answer some one's p,rayers.'' 

"When I had my heart attack I was administered to 
several times and each time I could just feel the Spirit 

at work in my body, like a strength building up. I had a 
strong assurance that I would b€ well and come home. 
I know it was in answer to your prayers in my behalf. 
T:here was also a great blessing in the knowledge of 
that and in ithe personal wishes and notes sent to me. 
I received a great lift from knowing I was loved and 
needed." 

Another told of sus.taining a broken back when the 
car he was working on fell on him, pinning him beneath 
it. "I couldn't move I could only speak and he•ar. But 
the wonder to me was, I had no fear throughout the 
whole ordeal. Posiltive no one comd 1help me, I visual­
ize.ct death and felt how hard it would be for my fam­
ily. Then I felt the car lifted off me by my father. No 
man could lift that much alone; his help came from 
above. Somehow I crawled out using only my arms. 
Later in the hospital when the doctor tried Ito tell me 
I'd never walk again, his distress showed in his face. 
"I don't believe that" I said and I had no doubt what­
soever that would and could walk again. I don't know 
why the Lord was so merciful to me, perfor,ming a mir­
acle in my heart to give me Ci:)llfidence that all would be 
well. Eight months later I was back at work at a very 
strenuous job. Later the Doctor told me, I did all I 
could possibly do, but I want you ,to know, I didn't 
he:al you. Tihe Lord took 1over and healed me. If we 
could abolish all doubts, what miracles we could have. 
L;:>rd, heal my unbelief.'' 

"For years I used to wor;ry, about anything and 
everything. Nio,w I don't worry, I pray and let the Lord 
do the worrying.'' 

"Pray e,arnestly and quirt: worying. Say that prayer 
for rain and bring y,our umbrella, for it will rain.'' 

"I have felt that wonderful, close feeling here. God 
blessed me and my family through your prayers for 
me. I've felt your love in my life always. I pray that 
this voke God returned t;:> me, may always be lifted in 
his praise, to point the way to his greatness." 

"Thank y,ou Lord for blessing our family, in so 
many ways. I'm thankful for the love we have for each 
other may we let our love shine forith to each, 
and thus preach a sermon to others." 

"The Lord answe•rs all types of prayers. We need 
to pray over all types of it.hings. God will smooth 
the way if we let Him." 

"I need patience. W:hen things go wrong I try to 
think it Thein and I won't have do 
it a second time." 

Another told of a young 14 year old who had to 
quit schoiJl to take care of her b€dridden mother. And 
she did it with good will. She was patient and still is 
after many years. The mother still runs the home 
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from her bed and all are so cheerful and happy. What 
a beautiful show of God has blessed them. 

"Pa:ience com2s from God. Anger from the Devil. 
I pray for that pure love of to love all, even 
those who hurt me, that I'd have a sweet and gentle 
spirit.'' 

"Joy! Only in association with the Saints and with 
God do I feel this We can have iit in our homes.'' 

"How powerful and necessary prayer is! I have 
developed the habtt of talking ;to God and over the 
years realized that God is vitally interested in every as­
pect of our lives, in the big and also the little things." 

"Patience isn't one of my virtues. I fe1t I had a 
lot of faith. I have been administered to many times 
and received many blessings. Sometimes, though, A 

was God testing me? Helping others 
return to you." 
haven't stressed tt here, many expressed 

had found from fear ithrough prayer in 
trials and ,troubles. The Lord had just 

it away. One of my favorite hymns stated, 
took my burden I could no longer bear. Yes, 

took my burden in answer to my prayer." This 
cites a few of the many beautiful testimonies; I 

could not express or have room for them all, 
much fo my regret. Sorry you all weren't with us 
to take personally. And thanks to all who were 
the,re in answer to our prayers. Mostly, Thank you 
Lord. 

Your reporter 
Mary Addie 

HOUSTON, MO. LOCAL REPORT 
Our family being absent a Sunday and our Pastor 

being gone one, we don't have so much that I have 
notes on but a separate report of our Rally last week­
end will more than make up for it. We continue to 
have Sunday School and weekly prayer meetings. One 
man testified he often saw the Lord's handiwork in the 
simple things of nature, the flash of a bright birds 
wing, the song of the whipperwill, the wild flowers 
along ithe roadside, in the beauty of the sunset and the 
rainbow. 

Verna Jones told us of the peace that came to her, 
replacing her fears in answer to our prayeirs in her 
behalf when she went to Wisconsin for medical diag­
nosis and treatment recently. Even more so when 
she was hosptta1ized here, during our rally. We had 
a special prayer service just for her; she said she 
could "feel" the prayers. 

Another spoke of God's wonderful watchcare and 
protection, mentioning an incident, almost acci­
dent) when just a seciond or two either way and 
they would have been in a three car collision. Some 
small delay deterred them just enough to avoid it and 
allow them safe passage. Thank you, Lord, for these 
and many otheir blessing,s received among our local 
people. 
On May 20th Brother Maynard Case spoke ito us quot­

ing Matt. 11:28-30. "Come unto me .all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, learn of me; for I am meek and 
Lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.'' 

A minority, lilre a crowd, is always to be feared, 
when it takes to reasoning. 

If we apply t,he doctrines of Jesus Christ to our 
lives He will plant thoughts in our minds to lead us 
that we might be a "light" to those around us. In our 
very hour of at our limit's end, if we go to Him, 
He will open our understanding to help others. He 
will words in our mouths to "LighJt" us up. 

Satan contrives to overcome us as individuals and 
as a nation. The Boiok of Mormon tells us that this 
nation must serve God, or be swept off. We need to 

what we preach - to those wa,tcltlng us, our 
actions prove of more value than words. 

God will draw us away from the things of the wocld 
and toward Him, if we let Him. Matt. 6 gives us di­
rection and great promises. In applying the teach-

of Christ to our lives there will come a time in 
our eagerness to live an serve God, He will remove any 
and all doubts and fears and put them aside. Our love 
for God will our countenance to mirror that 
lnve. seen it and know how beautiful those faces 
are.) 

said he'd tried to reflect that 
of Christ to all visitors at the In-

General Office and that he'd prayed for 
with several visitors, who had been 

not to pass up a visit to our little church there, 
that they'd find ",the Spirit" 1:ihere, he was told, "We've 
felt it here this day." (My thought, doesn't everyone) 

God is working with us and wtith all mankind IF 
let Him. 

God's richest blessing to each, 
Your Houston reporter. 

To have what we want is riches but to be able to 
do without is power. -George MacDonald. 
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GREETINGS FROM 
EAST INDEPENDENCE LOCAL 

14, 1979 I was 
to send you Ud 

the progress and doings 
group. 

Elder Isaac Brockman 
Elder Roland Sarratt 

Robert Oldham 
Brother Smith Brickhouse 

Sister Darl Temple 
Sister Jennifer Oldham 

Brother Robert Oldham 
Sister Edna R. Smith 

Committee: 

Sister Ruth Brockman 
Sister Belinda Smith 

Isaac Jr. 
Sister Doris Hutchison 

Sister Darl Hunholz 

Librarian: Brother Ron Temple 

Maintenance Committee: 

Brother Ray Hunholz 
Brother Jim Pennington 
Brother Smith Brickhouse 
Brother Isaac Brockman Jr. 
Brother John Davies 

Everyone present at our meeting felt that renewed 
strength was needed, and an all out effort be put forth 
that the work of the Lord should go forth with more 
vigor than before. 

We are living in the last days and we all must be 
willing to give our very best to the Master. Everyone 
who held these offices last year did a wonderful job 
and some were returned to those same tasks. 

We pray God's blessing up us all that we might 
be wort1hy stewards in God's vineyard he,re in the 
East Independence Local and all over the land. We 
need to pray for one another because the powers of 
evil are on every hand seeking our overthrow. It 
seemed the harder we work for right the harder satan 
pushes against us; so we need to be, strong and the 
only way that can be done is through God's help. Re­
member us in your prayers and I assure you that we 
shall do the same for all God's children. 

Edna R. Smith 
AdV1ocate Reporter 

OBITUARY 

Fannie E. (Burlingame) McDonald 

in Roseville, Cali­
to her death. 

Rhode Is-

at Warwich Downs, 

Rhode Island and was confirmed by Herbert B. John­
son. 

A small service was held at Cochrane's Chapel of the 
Roses in California at which local friends 
and relatives were in attendance. She was buried in 
the District Cemetery in C1trus Heights, Cali­
fornia. 

Sister Fannie was a valuable member of the Church 
of Christ. Lot) in Cranston, Rhode Island for 
many years. She served as Secretary and Pianist for 
several years. Her three sons grew up in the Gospel 
here in Cranston, Rhode Island. 

Besides her sons, she also leaves four grand children 
and several great grand children. A faithful mem­
ber of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) has passed 
en to her reward. Rose I. Burlingame 

Cranston, Rhode Island 
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A DREAM FOR EDUCATION 
by Basilia E. Neilan 
(contributed by V.J. W.J 

My hope and prayer is that someday again little 
children will be able to search and find adult leaders 
to emulate and follow. They need to believe. 

My hope and prayer is that within our lifetime 
we will see bigotry replaced with brotherhood, resent­
ment replaced with respect, and humanity emerge 
intact. 

My hope and prayer is that teachers will restore 
the words "dedication" and "selflessness" to their lives, 
thus giving to the world a fifty-fifty chance at survival 
through the generations they will teach to be leaders, 
innovators, and contributors. 

My hope and prayer is that those NOT blessed io 
teach will seek other avenues of employment rather 
than eventually inflict their frustration and frenzy on 
the young minds least capable of dealing with such 
destruction. 

And finally, I hope and pray that both God and 
Country will find their way back to the classromn, for 
only with profound belief in both can there be a future 
for anyone anywhere. 

(Ed. Note: Our hope and prayer, too, is for all 
this and more! Our faith is: when (not if) Jesus Christ 
is the physical ruler of this dear country and His will 
is law (because it is also the will of the people), then 
this dream will be reality. In the meantime, cherish 
the dream and keep on praying!) 

RULES FOR THOUGHT 
Many people are illogical, unreasonable and self­

centered. Love and trust them anyway. 
If you do good, people will accuse you of having 

selfish, ulterior motives. Do good anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win false friends and 

true enemies. Succeed anyway. 
The good you do today will be forgotten by most 

people tomorrow. Do good anyway. 
Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. Be 

honest and frank anyway. 

The biggest men with the biggest ideas can be 
shot do,wn by the smallest men with the smallest mind<;. 
Think big anyway. 

Most people favor underdogs, but follow only top 
dogs. Fight for underdogs anyway. 

Wha,t you spend years building may be 
overnight. Build anyway. 

People that really need help may attack you if you 
help them. Help people anyway. 

Give the world the best you have and you'll get 
kicked in the teeth. Give the world the best you have 
anyway. 

is the 
Uttered or 

PRAYER 

The motion of a hidden 
That trembles in the breast. 

is the burden 
The 

Prayer is the simplest form 
That infant lips can 

Prayers the sublimest strains 
The majesty on high. 

Prayer the Christian's vital 
The Christian's native 

His watchword at ,the 
He enters Heaven 

reach 

Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice 
from his ways: 

While in their songs 
And say, he 

The Saints in prayer appear as one, 
In word, and and 

When with the Father 
Their fellowship find. 

Nor is prayer made 
The Holy 

And Jesus on the eternal 
For sinners intercedes. 

Oh thou, 
The 

The 
Lord 

TRI-STATE R 
Tir-State Reunion 

consin will be held the 
tura, Minnesota 
1979. The 
2:00 p. m. 

3, 1979. 

tents are also welcome. 
Branch will meet all 

Contaet Thomas 

Minn. 55411. 
61 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST CONFERENCES 
The 1980 Ministers' Conference (general member­

ship) for the Church of Christ (Temple will com­
mence Sunday, April 6, 1980. The business sessions 
will start at 10:00 A. M. Monday, April 7,. A Solemn 
Assembly wi.11 be held prio!r to the conference, April 
4 and 5, 1980. 

'I1he 1979 August Ministers' Confer,ence (priesthood 
membership) of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot) will 
tbe held Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, August 
15th, 16th and 17th at the Independence, Missouri, East 
Local Chmch. 

WRITTEN MATERIAL FOR "ZION'S ADVOCATE" 
Articles, se,rmons, poems, news items, letters, 

notices, etc. which are appropriate to be printed in 
this paper are requested by the editorial staff. If pos­
si,ble they should be typewrittien on one side of sheet 
only, double spaced and ~atically corrected. If 
this is not possible, please send your material anyway. 
Send all material to :one of the members of the editorial 
staff or to the general church (see title page). The 
deadline for each month is the 7th oif the previous 
month. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS 

Send ail orders le: Church of Christ (Temple Let) 
P. 0. Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051 Price Each 

Book of Mormon - Missienary Edition 
Outline History of The Church cl Christ 
Book of Commandments (Hard Bound) ........ . ....................... S2.75 
Book of Commandments (Paper Bound) ...... . 
Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed ..................... $2.20 
The Marvelous Work and a Wonder ...................................... Sl.75 
What the Re.cioralion Teaches Concerning God ................... $1.90 
Zion's Hymnal ................................................... ................ . ... $3.65 
Historical Facts Concerning the Temple Lot ............................... $1.00 
Temple Lot Deed ........................................................ . ....... S .20 
Changing of the Revelations ..................... ................. . ..... $ .35 
Comprehensive Comparison of Changes lo the Revelations $1.00 
A Briel History oi the Church of Christ 
The Principles of the Gospel, Faith and Repentance 
The Principles cf the Gospel, The Laying en oi Hands 
The Principles of the Gospel, Baptism 
The Latter Day Restoration .............................. . 
Aposlacy or Succession, Which? .................... . . ... N/C 
The Book of Mormcn (Tract) ........................... . . ... N/C 
Articles of Faith and Practice of the Church of Chris! 
Articles of Faith and Practice (Spanish) 
Articles ol Faith and Practice, No. L 9, 
Sermoneltes on the Teachings of Jesus 

..... N/C 

Whal the Church Teaches in Respect lo Matrimony (Spanish) 
Does It Make A Difference? ....................................................... . 
Mighty Acts of the Ages (Spanish) .............................. . .. . 
What About Israel? ..................................................................... . 
Priesthood, Divine Authority .................................. . 
"Is Any Sick Among You?" 
"Why" ................................................................................. . 
A Synopsis of the Church of Christ's Beliefs and Practices ... 
The Sealed Book of Isaiah 29 .... . 
Are You Satisfied? .............................. . 
Gentiles · Weighed and Wanting ... . 

N/C 
N/C 
N/C 

First Presidency or First Apostles .. N/C 
Marriage For Time and Eternity? .. ··············-··-···-········ N/C 
Baptism For The Dead? ···················-··········-··-··-··-··-··-··-······· N/C 
Zion and the Temple of the Lord ................................................ N!C 
NOTE: Donations accepted lo cover and costs. Let 
prices of tracts exclusive of postage are: pacl::s of 6, 100, $4.50 

CHANGING YOUR ADDRESS? 
"ADVOCATE" by sending us your new 
to: 

ZIONS ADVOCATE 
(USPS 6J'.J.JOQ) 
P. 0. Box 4l2 
Independence, Mo. 64051 

"Advocate" is now costing the church 25 
this on delivering your paper than 

ADVOCATE 
699-300) 

0. Box 472 
Independence, Mo. 64051 

Second Class Postage Paid 
Independence, Mo. 64051 

AUDIO VISUAL MATERIALS 

are available on loan from the Audio, 
J:,scheclcgica.l Committee: 

"Light al Evening" A 35 rc:inute slide-tape narration cf the 

A 35 minu+e slide·lape narration 
toward Indian viewers. 

"We Sing m::d We Talk About Jesus" - A series of Sunday 
an illustration and a 

primary intermediate children. 
Sec:retary, Church of Christ (Temple 

Mo. 64051. cassette 
not be 

for $1.00 

Reasonable Service by Elder James Lacy .... $3.75 
Music (Specials and congregation singing) ...... ..$2.75 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
School Association Treas 

Box 472, Independence, 

Jesus 
Ministry (Out of Print) 
Ministry con't. 

cf Jesus ···········-············· 

Price Each 
N/C 

NJC 
N/C 

N/C 
N/C 

$1.50 
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