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CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS 

Editorial 

IS BELIEVING ENOUGH? 
A very principle of the gospel of Christ 

is faith. It is one of the six fundamental principles 
Paul made reference to when writing to the Hebrews. 
It is initially important to all aspects of the gJspel. 
Without we are it is impossible to please 
God. 

In the probationary state, faith is the door to un
derstanding and appreciating things of spiritual value. 
It is the bridge between the seen and the unseen, 
the temporal and the spiritual. 

Faith may be considered synonymous to belief, but 
faith as described in the scriptures seems to have a 
working component that is positive in nature which is 
not necessarily true of belief. It is said that the devils 
believe and tremble; likewise a person lacking in faith 
can believe and tremble because he does not have suf
ficient desire to do good and to trust in God. Therefore 
faith in God is not just the mere belief that there is a 
God. 

In the Genesis account ii is said that Abraham be
lieved in the Lord and He counted it to him for right
eousness. Paul and James both made references to 
Abraham's faith by saying that he believed God. Be-

in God and believing God may essentially be 
the same as far as the written word is concerned. In 
interpreting the scriptures the full witness must be 
considered rather than an isolated statement. To begin 
with we must believe in the existence of God, but if 
our belief ends there without any active concern or 
desire as to a relationship with God, we will 
never know the true value of faith in God. 

Faith is putting to the test God's word. The simple 
childlike acceptance of God's will, and the obedience 
to His commandments as a way of life, is the fulfill
ment of faith as intended by the plan of salvation. 

We are instructed to add to our virtue, and 
to When Christ asked His ~·u~·v·~ 
who said that He was, Peter answered with sur-
ety, "Thou art the Christ the son of the 
No man told Peter this, but this 
ed to the Father. Peter didn't 
that He was the · he had a sure and 

the fact. 

The knowledge of the full plan of salvation was re
vealed when the of Christ was restored to the 
earth in 1830. Obedience to the plan of salvation as 

Christ and His was declared in 
to the attainment 

name of 
on hands for the re-

The ordinances of 
must be those who are 
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called of God and ordained to His holy priesthood as 
established in His Church. Through obed-
ience to these and faithful and 
enduring the end, one then could through the 
first resurrection and to receive eternal life. 

When the fullness of the gospel which includes 
these fundamental principles was preached during 

Smith's time, it was and rejected by the 
of the Gentile and a 

has continued until the nY'C>N»nT 

the creeds that were then have now 
become compounded many times over as a result of the 
rejection of the true plan of salvation. Religions have 
been built and expanded on incomplete foundations by 

shortcuts to salvation. Various uncontested 
have left many incorrectly an-

swered and have left many pitfalls for 
the unsuspecting believer. Half-truths have been 
taught as being sufficient and false security in the once 

saved doctrine has been given to those 
who would put their trust in man. 

This blanket of erroneous precepts has covered all 
free nations of the earth causing confusion and de
bate between religious peoples. In more recent times 
various churches have united on basic teachings and 
joined hands for the sake of Christianity. The appease
ment has been greatly enjoyed by those who have felt 
that God hand a hand in the matter. However to those 
who can see and discern the situation for what it is, it 
has become obvious that the devil has flooded the 
earth with eounterfeits. 

The truths of the are unattractive 
to those who have been thrilled the various spirit-
ualized movements that are in the world today. Equ
alization and fellowship being granted to any profession 
of Christianity has attempted to make a broad way 
out of that path which Christ said was straight and 
narrow. grace ye are saved faith" is profound 

0 how misunderstood and misused! 

Under these circumstances we might ask such ques
tions as: can the fullness of the gospel with its specific 
requirements be preached and taught effectually to a 
people who have been overfed with a socialized and 
diluted form of the gospel? Can we of the Church of 
Christ dare to to be able to shoulder the ro~nfll~C 

of the full truth of this with as-
surance and power of the of the peoples of 
the earth? 

The answer to both questions is yes. Yes, we can 
be successful in witnessing to the world the truthful
ness of the gospel as taught Christ and as restored 
in these latter The odds may seem stacked 

us and, in truth, our in this accomplish-
ment would be vain except for one thing - faith. Faith 
in God is our means to gain that which is beyond our 
reach. 

The faith that brings about submission to God's 
will and obedience to His commandments is the faith 

that will confound the teachers of false doctrines and 
will enlighten the deceived. Faith equal to that of the 
saints of old will meet today's challenge with equal 
zeal of those of old. Anything less will bring failure 
and despair. 

Our faith must be reaching toward the perfection 
that is in God; in this we are commanded to be perfect 
even as our Father in heaven is perfect. No worth
while attainment can be reached if we do not exercise 
hope in this commandment. 

If our faith is founded upon the goal of perfection 
we will move forward in a positive manner seeking out 
the stable truths upon which to build our hope. In 
turn, we will make ourselves worthy to testify effect
ually to all with whom we come in contact. May we 
all be encouraged and strengthened to this end. 

RLS 

EXCERPT FROM A LETTER 
An excerpt from a letter to Sister Velma Wheaton 

from her uncle Skeet, Apostle E. Leon Yates. 
"At the present time, due to the fine art of breaking 

horses that I have developed through the years, which 
art seems to have eluded me, I feel every year of my 
seventy years. I have spent a life time teaching mean 
horss that they must obey my will and now the shame 
of it all, a little sweet lovable three year old filly in 
just a playful moment with a desire to flex her muscles 
in an expression of sheer joy for living, has brought 
me tumbling to the dust. 

"Now I sit quietly in the shade licking my wounds, 
feeling every moment of time that has trickled through 
my bones. I have a great love and admiration for that 
little horse who meant no harm, yet in the joy of flex
ing her youthful muscles, in a playful mood, she hum
bled me in the dust. 

"There is a lesson in the above thoughts. No mat
ter how good we may think we are or how high we 
may rise, there is always some thing, some person or 
some power that can bring us tumbling down." 

Velma Wheaton 

NOTICES AND NEWS ITEMS 
All copy ready material for the Zion's Advocate 

must be in the hands of the printer by the 7th of each 
month. The material for the December issue must be 
ready by November 7th. It would be well for those 
who wriite notices and news items for this paper to re
member the 7th as being the deadline. If your mater
ial needs to be corretced or recopied, please allow an 
extra day or so. 

To be sure that the material arrives on time, send 
it directly to me or one of the staff members; our ad
dresses are in the title page of this paper. 

Roland Sarratt, Editor 
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s 

our 
that comes into mine 

will look to the Lord. 
I want to read from the 43rd 

"Fear not: for I am with thee: 
from the 
say to the Give up; and to 

Isaiah. 

back: my sons from and my u«u"-J'a" 

the ends of the Even everyone that is called 
my name: for I have created him for my I have 
formed yea, I have made Ye 
ses, saith the and my servant whom I 
en: that ye may know and believe me, 
that I am he: before me there was no God 
neither shall there be after me. I, I, am the 
and beside me there is no Savior. I have 
and have and I have showed when there was no 
strange god among you: therefore are my witnes-
ses, saith the that I am God" 10-12). 

were a very 
that there is no other 

while the 

But Israel's God 
Himself in 

This was 
verified more 
fore. Yet the nrrw.-.i'""" 

His sons and uauC:JL1LC 

because 
and to the commandments 
of the 
men may be 
you and me. Some of us 
Israel and of the 

Isaac and ,Jacob. 

I assure you, the 
ifest Himself to 

we 
shall receive the manifestation of divine ex-

the extent we are willing to follow the command-

S E 

the command
there has 

desire to do what He 
fulfillment of those 

the Holy Ghost 
receive assurance 

that God nor will we 
that He is except 

witnesses that I am God." That wit
silent assurance we have had ex
It that which goes out from us 

has come to us from Him that God 
others. The burden of my 

we are to bear a witness. There 
from us to others, as there has 
from God. 

us to do something with 
He expects us to tell 0th

works an over-
causing them to 

that He is. 

to be made known among the nations of 
of whether you bear witness 
He will be made manifest to 

and in word. The nations 
the last when they 
have known that He is 

of the whole earth, that men must be 
yielding all their mem-

works 
we should walk 

to 
be 

I'll ever 
He told an 
The ques

A little child stood 
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do. 

shines". 
the shines. 
brothers and sis-

us'? Is it made 
someone else that we 

that we have taken upon 
that manifest to any degree'? 

that we 
as Christ has 

that is set upon 
" I'm sure we that. 

prayer; there must 
the scriptures, in find

would have us do. He is able 
could find any other way. We 

our that there may 
to those with whom we have 

This is the thing God xepects us to 

1st Corinthians I read. 

on your 
you Jesus 

a.re enriched by him, in all utterance 
Even as the of Christ 

was confirmed in you: ye come behind in no 
~v'"'"''"' of our Lord Jesus Christ' for the 

Here Paul commends these 
m'.lny Christ was confirmed in 
dent. were behind in no 

of the Lord. Christ told 
Matthew. 

that the testi-

else in 

heareth these mine and doeth 
I will liken him unto a wise man who builded his 

house upon the rock" (7:24). 

When the rains descended, the floods came and the 
winds He told us, the house stood because it was 
built upon rock. This He your life 
and mine. If we build upon the rock of Jesus 
His and desire being in our we shall stand. 

lie also said that whoever hears His and 
does them not is like a man who built his house upon 
the sand. the the floods and the winds 
come the house shall fall. 

with us! Build our our lives upon 
rock of the commandments of God. If you 

don't know what they are, search for and pray 
as you do. "He that lacketh wisdom let him ask of 
G-0d who to all men and 
not, and it shall be given him." 

We God in-
to us. We must bear those testimonies to the 

word and deed. Some such testimonies are 
in the Book of Commandments. This one is in the 5th 

of the first (the To me, 
the power 

yea, 
have power to trans

the power of 
those to whom these 

commandments 
the foundation 
of 

ance: 
commandments of the 

not from him shall be taken 
my 

strive with man, saith the Lord 

If the Lord has ceased to strive and 
to 

" 

your fellow man. 

The I ,ord said that this was and liv
church upon the face of the earth with which He was 

well Let's ask oursel-
in 

church 
with which the Lord is collectively 

There is no other reason for the existence 
Church of Christ to 

so that men may desire 

we read in the Book of 
the words of Mormon. 
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so be that they shall believe these things, then shall the 
greater things be made manifest unto them" 1-4). 

He will use the Gentiles. That means you and me, 
brothers and sisters. to bear. 
Will we do it? There are be made 
manifest right now, if we will live for if we will 
seek if we will let our lights shine. 

The gifts and blessings of God will be made mani
fest to those who will seek the Lord in all the dili
gence of their souls, placing Him first above all 
And if we do not believe, the shall be 
withheld. Brothers and sisters, that applies to the 
Church of Christ! If we will not show in our lives that 
we have faith in God, believing the that are re-
corded in the whole body of the then the 
greater things shall be withheld from us. We shall 
find ourselves on the outside, wondering there is 
no oil in our lamps. 

In Romans we read the testimony of the Apostle 
Paul. This may be had everyone who is 
a member of the body of Christ. God is no r .. ,,n,,,,,u,,.. 
of persons. Those who seek shall find. Paul says this. 

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from 
faith to faith" (1:16-18). 

You do not attain the faith that becomes 
in one grand leap. You exercise a of faith and 
when you have seen benefits coming, then if you will 

to exercise a little greater the 
growth will develop until your faith 
edge in Christ. 

.. The shall live faith.'" in the 
time when faith is failing; it has failed to some extent 
within the Church of Christ. I want to nurture that 
faith. I want you to exercise your faith even as I want 
to exercise my faith more in the future. We 
shall indeed live our our not 
by the strength of our arms. We shall live our faith 
in Christ and that is the only way we shall survive. We 
shall grow and become strong in the Lord when we 
exercise our faith towards Him. Yes, the shall 
live "for the wrath of God is revealed from 
~~n ~ ~ 
men who hold the truth in 
the truth of the 
Church of Christ. the ones who can hold the 
truth in unrighteousness. In 1st Corinthians 13 the 

Paul gave a great lesson in a 
man have all knowledge and faith and may do all 

he have power and 
He is as soun

So we can hold our 
in unrighteousness, if we do not allow the 

truth in our minds to come into our hearts and affect 
our lives, an outflow of toward God 
and our fellow man. 

over to we find the words of Christ. 

love commandments. And I 
pray Father and he shall 

that he abide with you 
· whom the world cannot because 

him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know 
with you, and shall be in you" 

the If we do not 
commandments do not love Him. What 

Do you love the Lord? 

that other Comforter was the Holy Ghost; it 
of truth. Christ, of course, was their com

as He was here in the flesh. He told them 
that He would be taken from them but 

would send them another Comforter. This is the prom
ise to us as members of the of Christ. By 
obedience to the shall be comforted. Any 

the Lord in obedience 
for the Lord will know 

have sorrow and tribu-
lation. is n0t to say that we will not have tribu
lation under the we will. There will 
often be sorrow, but it will not be so great but what 
the Lord can and will raise up out of it. That is the 
comfort of the and the knowledge 
that is God. We need not be 
left to ourselves. 

for 
hear you. 

to Book page 673, and read 
what He will do. 

unto you, ye are built upon my 
ye shall call whatsoever things ye do 

name; therefore if ye call upon the Father 
if it be in my name, the Father will 

And if so be that the church is built upon 
then will the Father shew forth his own 

works in it" 
To what extent are the works of the Father shown 

in the Church Christ? We 

Our 

upon and is built 
upon the works of the 
have in their works for 

the end and 
hewn down and cast into the 
is no 
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He here of all the churches that are built 
up to the honor of men, not God. are built up 

have many social pro
extent 

up of the God. He says that 
in their works for a season, but and 

comes and they will be hewn dO\vn and cast 
fire. 

I want to turn to 1st John. 
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath be

stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God: therefore the world knoweth us because it 
knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know when he shall appear, we shall be like 
for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath 
this in him even as he is 
(3: 1-3). 

How much are you like Christ How much 
am I like Him? That 
purposes in life. Are you your 
life? Is there that needs The 
Lord will have a pure who have dedicated their 
lives to Him, when He comes. That is how the 
to revealed to the nations. That is the 
shall literally receive power from God as never before. 

On page 223 in the Book of Mormon we find the 
wonderful lesson that was delivered King 
to his Let us it 
in our lives. This is in connection 
we should have. 

"I would that ye should 
to the poor, every man 
such as the 
the sick, and 
ually and temporally, 

of your substance 
to that which he hath, 

the 

You see, the gospel is not something that flows 
into us; there must be an outflow. The more there is 
going the more will come in from God. I have 
borne testimony to this and the Lord 
to be true in these Take my word for it, if you 
will. If you will not take my take the 
Impart of your substance to the poor and to every one 
that stands in and visit the sick and afflicted. Do 
we give this a thought? Or are we concerned 
about the welfare of our immediate families and those 
close to us? Let it go outward. We have some 
who are sick and need to be visited. There are those 
in old folks' homes; there are those in hospitals. 
are not all of the church. There are sick you could visit 
who are not connected with the church. are our 
brothers and sisters too, you know. 

"And see that all these 
and in order: for it is not 

faster than he 
Now go with me to page 221 and more of the words 

of King Benjamin. 
"And ye will not have a mind to one anoth-

er, but to live peaceably, and to render to every man 
to that which is his due" (v 24). 

Is there any desire, however latent, however con
cealed in the depths of our consciousness, to do injujry 

another? Think about and if there is, put it 
away. Do not desire to any, physically, or by 
the tongue. 

"And ye will not suffer your children, that they go 
, or naked" (ibid v. 25). 

I do not think there is too much of that within the 
Church of but there is a great deal of it in the 
world today. 

"Neither will ye suffer that they transgress the 
laws of God, and fight and quarrel one with another, 
and serve the devil, who is the master of sin, or who 
is the evil which hath been spoken of by our 

he being an enemy to all righteousness; But 
ye will teach them to walk in the ways of truth and 
soberness; ye will teach them to love one another, 
and to serve one another" (Ibid vv 26, 27). 

That way, don't you see, a generation is raised up, 
who will begin showing forth light. That 

will increase until it becomes a great power in 
the earth. 

Think of the things that you might speak to one 
another that would be of evil; then close the lips be
fore you utter them. 

We must pray always. Jesus told us to pray with
out ceasing: pray for the saints, pray for those who 
are sick and afflicted, pray for them who would despite-

use you and persecute you, that the Lord may 
touch their hearts and turn them back. You know, 
I have several times in my life that a soft 
answer does indeed turn away wrath. You will be 
surprised, if you will begin practicing some of these 
things (if you have not done so before), to find out 
how much good returns to you, not just from God but 
from your fellowman. 

Then, brothers and sisters, speak of God's goodness. 
You have neighbors and people you are associated with. 
Speak of the goodness of God. Do not try to cram 

down their throats, but as the way opens up. 
Ask God to open up the way for you to begin talking 
to them of your faith and what He has done for you. 
Give your personal experiences and you will be sur-

at how respond. You will be <:irrn,.,.;:.,,11 

at how much your soul becomes enlarged when you be-
gin what God has given you. 

The prophet Isaiah said that God will have a sanc
tified people who will show forth the light of the gos

when He comes. 
"And in that seven women shall take hold of 

one man, We will eat our own 
our own only let us be called name, 
to take away our reproach" 

That of a terrible time that is coming upon 
the earth in our time. The population will be deci
mated, with many more women than men. 
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shall the branch of the Lord be beau-
the of the Church of Christ 

will create upon 
and upon her as-

and smoke and a shining of 
upon all the shall be 

The the Lord shall be a defence upon His 
and He will preserve them if He must destroy 

their so read in the Book of Mor-
mon. 

Isaiah says more. 
shall be all 

the land 4"~-M>rm 

of my that I may be 
Church of Christ) shall become a 
one a nation. I the Lord 
time" (60:21, 22). 

We are 

shall inherit 
the work 

A little one 
and a small 

will hasten it in his 

tribulation and even among the 
the but hear this! 

"To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that 
they might be called trees of righteousness, the plant-

of the that he be glorified" 
"Ye are my that I am 

God." 

that witness! 

and the 

LI FE ETERNAL 

en him. 

In 

up his eyes 

thee: 

power over all 
as many as thou hast 

of 

claims the neces-
presence and manifestation of the 
Church of Christ. There is a vast differ-

and teachers 
tell the seeker salvation that if be-

the Lord Jesus Christ will saved. It is 
that those who are saved will believe on 

but the Master defines "Life 
and Jesus Christ whom 

know and 
then and 

if Life Eternal. Some may say, 
we God and Jesus in the 
and that was what Jesus had in mind when he defined 
Life Eternal. No doubt the Christ embraced 

was a 
even 
clothed with and a 

of God and Jesus Christ whom he had sent. 

""''"'"''"'" as to what 

Master the blunt "But 
Whom say ye that I am. 
and said, Thou art the 
God. And Jesus answered and said him Blessed 
art flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto but my Father which is Heav-
en" (Matthew 16:15-17). 

Here was an of what the Mas-
ter and also a definition or declaration on the 

of the Master how the that he was the 
Christ was obtained. Not by human nor 
aid was the information conveyed to the mind of Peter. 
"Flesh and blood" said the Master, "hath not revealed 
it" (that is the knowledge of the of Jesus), "but 
my Father which is in Heaven." a clear and 
concise statement of how at least one man came to 
"know God and Jesus Christ," in ,Tesus 
he would also know God). This revealment to Peter 
of divine nature of Christ was not an isolated case, 
but was in keeping with a certain fixed rule. 
Paul to the Corinthians says: "Wherefore 
I to understand that man the 

of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man 
that Jesus is the Lord but the Ghost" 

are to believe that Life Eternal embraces 
far more than the mere that God exists and 
that Jesus Christ whom he sent into the world was real-

But we do not admit that the 
that lies grave. Its 

ne1:;mmr1g should be in this life. Peter shown that 
the that Jesus was the 

Paul assures us that no man 
ca.lJ,uu,F,; that Jesus was the Lord ex-

t 
I 

' I 
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Unless a man who has been baptized for the re-
of sins attains to the that Jesus is 

cannot feel certain that his sins have been 
for if it should that there was an 

Jesus then a mil-
in his name would not cleanse the sinner. 

the statements of others that 
is insuffic-

nature of 
for there are more 

is to determine the divine 
our belief in him must perish, 

on the earth who do not be
than there are those who ac-

of human testimony, man for man, 
one, we have the testi

concerning the 
of these holy 

at least. The Corin
and writing had 

not the printed words 
the dark ages, but 

to stand face to face with the Lord's 
and hear them bear a true and faithful 

their Lord: and Paul tells them "no 
say that ,Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
The Christ the of human 

in the final and supreme analysis of his 
claim to the of God. This was shown in his 

and also in his remark to Peter heretofore 
no had often heard the Master 

assert his claim to the divine but these de
clarations were into living, burning truth, not 

the medium of flesh and but the Father 
himself. "Flesh and blood hath not revealed it," said 

"but my Father which is in Heaven." 

When his critics were to throw discredit 
upon the of Christ, (which included of course 
his claim of Divine and Jesus being willing to 
teach them how they know the truth of his claims 
instead of "bearing " 

our moderns to prove their 
to them: "If any man will do his 
of the whether it be of or whether I 

(John 7:17). 

Here Christ 
was a means and 

ond in 

There 

to all man-
kind he told them means 
know. He might have borne a 

such a testimony as we cannot 
ience. He was there face to face: 

to exper
discussing the 

fresh from his 
the way to 

he had been 
vv1ucc,u out led to the waters 

of salvation with them: 
he 

the 

there makes a defin
ite Men - any man - he said, might know 
whether the doctrine he was of God or whether 
Jesus and as a mere man. The real seek
er for truth and salvation had a to know whether 

Christ was what he claimed to be. You and I have a 
to know whether the Christian or the Jew is 

correct the character of Jesus. He came 
among men in the way of all men; was born of a wom
an, was raised as a child and young man apparently 
subject to the laws of nature, the same as the rest of 
mankind. He ate; he drank; he toiled; he rested. He 

and as other men. Then he startled 
the world the claim that he was the Son of God, the 
Saviour of mankind; that men by accepting his teach
ings and exercising faith in his name should have the 
gift of Eternal Life. It was true he did many wonder
ful things. Other prophets had done wonderful things 
too. But was he telling the truth when he said "I am 
the resurrection and the Life; he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live." What a burn
ing, piercing declaration for Jesus, the carpenter's son 
to make to mankind. And as Jesus in his preaching saw 
the hearts and minds of men staggering under the 
awful declaration, he pointed out the way to peace 
and knowledge; knowledge not only to the few, but 
said he "If any man will do his will, he shall know." 
Christian baptism, then carried with it more than sim
ply a covenant to righteousness. There was some-

attached to it worth more than something 
that the weary traveler on his way; some
hing to comfort the afflicted on his bed of suffering, 
to soothe the thoughts of the dying a knowledge 
such as the Job had when he cried out, in 
triumph, "I know that my redeemer liveth." 

This knowledge which Jesus promised any man who 
wonld do the will of the father, was not complete until 
the truth was fastened on the mind of the peni-

that Jesus was the divinely sent Son of God. When 
the seeker knew that truth he knew the rest of Christ's 

were true. And he could not know whether 
what Jesus was of God or simply the teachings 
of men without also knowing that Jesus was the Christ. 
In short, he could not know one part without knowing 
the other. This knowledge, could not be ob
tained certain conditions were laid 
down by the Master as essential to its They 
were to "do the will of the Father" and then they 
should know whether Jesus was the Son of God. While 
the attainment of this was offered to all 

no one man could have it without obtain
,ipr•or,;inu to the will of the Father. 

Jesus did not particularize when he declared the way 
was open for testing his claims, but made the 
broad statement that to obtain that great knowledge, 

must "do the will of the Father." Then as here-
tofore we must refer to the case of and 
to the of Paul to determine what was the 
"will the Father" the channels 
which God would bear his own witness to the divinity 
of Christ. When Peter declared the of Christ, 
the Master exclaimed "Flesh and blood hath not re-
vealed it." When Paul speaks the chan-
nels which the conveys to mankind 
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the supreme truth that Jesus is the Lord, he says it 
must come through the Ghost. then, it is of 
any value for men and women to have definite knowl-
edge the divinity of the Holy Ghost 
becomes an important and agent to the 
acquisition of that knowledge. Thus the church which 
cannot put its convert in contact with the Holy Ghost 
has not helped him much in belief. And 
the baptism by whomsoever administered that does 
under proper conditions, lead the one who 
received it to a knowledge the doctrine of 
Christ, is faulty and has failed in fulfilling the pur
pose God had in the institution of Christian baptism. 

The Apostle Peter in his second Epistle, first chap-
ter, exhorts the saints to living and 
deeds that might not be "barren nor unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ."' Now the 
Latter Day Saint argues, if it were right to attain to 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ in the days of 
the apostles, it is right to attain to it now; and if any 
man can know Christ and his claims 
doing the "will of the Father" not you and me. 
We are men, and the Lord said any man, - that in
cludes us. And if Paul was when he said that 
the knowledge that Jesus was the Lord, could be de
clared of men only the Ghost, then men who 
desire to know whether Christ was really the Lord 
should seek a church that at least claimed to enjoy the 
ministrations of the Ghost. 

To return to the declaration made by the Master: 
"If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doc-

whether it be of or whether I of my-
self." This puts the man who does not know concern
ing the claims of Christ, in a bad plight, for if he does 
not know then it is because he has not "done the will 
of the Father" and the man who has not "done the will 
of the Father" is in danger. It will not do to say that 
this "knowledge" concerning the doctrine of Christ is 
a sort of thirty-third matter; possible 
of attainment but seldom reached believers. This 
is a wrong view. For the very rudiments of salvation, 
if properly embraced, should bring the "knowledge" 
of which the Master spoke; for how can a man have 
hope of salvation who has to "do the will of 
the Father?" If he has of salvation it is because 
he has done the "will of the Father" and the Master 
says "any man" who does that shall know. As we have 
attempted to show before these who receive this testi
mony concerning the truth of the doctrine of Jesus 
know by it that he is the Lord, this knowledge being 
conveyed exclusively by the ministrations of the Holy 
Ghost. Those then, who have done the will of the Fath-
er and have this knowledge or of Jesus are 
also put in possession of another In the 19th 
chapter of the Revelations of St. 

"And I fell at feet 
he said unto me, see thou do it not: I am thy fellow
servant, and of thy brethren that have the 
of Jesus: worship God: for the of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy." 

Here is scripture to show that those who have "done 
the will of the Father" and have obtained a knowledge 

also are made of the 
for the angel declared unto John 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 

This fits in with the claims of Latter Day Saints, 
who teach that the person who is really born into the 

of Christ (that is, who has "done the will of 
the .Fther") is entitled to participate in the manifes
tations and ministrations of the Holy Ghost and when 
he has this of which scripture declares 
is the spirit of prophecy, the Latter Day Saint believes 
it will manifest itself. This is not an unreasonable 
conclusion: for God would scarcely give the spirit of 
prophecy unto his church and then keep it dumb. In
deed it could not be well termed a "spirit of prophecy" 
if it remained silent, for prophecy is utterance. Then 
if God proposes to verify the promise made by the Mas
ter, men who do his will, will know and have the testi
mony of Jesus. When they have this testimony they 
will also have the spirit of prophecy; and when they 
have the of prophecy and when it gives utterance, 
those through whom it finds expression, will be just 
what Latter Day Saints claim should be in the Church 
of Christ, prophets of God. 

(From "Evening and Morning Star", Dec. 1908) 

TO THE MEMORY OF OUR DEAR BROTHER 

Dearest Brother, we shall miss you 
Fr:,m earthly home below. 
'Twas the Savior gave the message, 

He had willed it so. 

There no pain or can harm you 
In that Heavenly Home above. 
In Christ's arms we know you're resting 

resting in His love. 

Mansions are in 
For the Servants of the Lord 
Who were faithful to His service 

others of His Word. 

Deeds of kindness, love and service 
In all hours of and 
Were material furnished 

firm foundation for to 

For the 
Celestial 

home you now 
of the Sun. 

And we hear the Savior greet you. 
With the Child, Well done." 

Emma H. Mead 

some time ago, my 
death of her brother. 

am sure 
many in mem-

Clarence Wheaton. 

Sister Vida 
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WHISPERS FROM THE DUST 
(A Memorial from an 

In Mound City, after Indepen-
dence Jf 1893, a was born to Etta Belle 
(HaldemanJ and William Wheaton. This was a Chris
tian home; the newcomer was welcomed with love and 

He grew up in 
Kansas 

appetite for was avid. 
with Reader and to include works 
on travel, religion and antiquities. The latter two be
came related passions. In 1906 he was baptized into 
the Church of Christ (Temple Lot). 

In 1912 (at nineteen) he was called to be a teacher 
and then became an elder in 1915. That was 
a big year. On February 15 the young minister mar
ried Angela Denham, who shared his religion and joined 
wholeheartedly in his deep love of antiquities. 

Then in 1926 he was Elder at the church 
ministers conference where the first were 
called. He was the fourth and at was the 

remaining one of the five. He was als'.l instrumen-
in the 

between our church and the R. L. D. 

in 

Then" are and one 
Edward W. Wheaton 

; Thomas R. Wheaton (Atlanta, 
France). Richard A. Wheaton (In

(Mrs. Noland) Matthews (Jn-
dependence). 
Thomas little 
A brother. 

Between the arrivals of Richard and 
Ellen Angela lived for a brief weeks. 

. Wheaton lives in Lee's Summit. The 
\Vheaton 
the arrival one 
two grandchildren 1 

Clarence supported his and car-
penter until he went into work fulltime. 

World vVar II he was a construction 
dent for and received an award from the 

of war for in construction. 
While the children were young an older fellow mis-

, Elder George D. spent much time in their 
home in the course of half a lifetime Much 
of this time was spent amung the Oklahoma Indians. A 
born /as his young 

and filled Bro. 

friends and convPrts 
ed to their enthusiasm and 

and 
Travel in Yucatan and Central America". 

The restlessness 
culture and scanning 

pyramids, they dared 
very of some-

for themselves! Each 
Indian ancestry, which ad

When Clarence's church work 
the dirt mounds in the Ohio Valley and 

of the southwest the fever was only re
fueled. Sometimes travelled with him. Thev 
made many friends among the Indians. He was late~ 

name of "Manitos-N-Nin" (God's Spirit Man) 
his Indian friends. 
In the year of 1 the children grown, something 

that changed their lives. An Arizona Indian, 
to crowds in the Independence Audi-

told tales that intrigued them. Shel-
walls in the of Yucatan, 

tribes from the prying eyes 
hands of the outside was a forbid-

In the rain-forested land of brown 
so went the - was a fairskinned tribe. It was 
hinted that these elusive had ancient records en

had for 
white marble blocks for a 

center place"! 

Like that of the man from La Mancha, the Wheaton 
became Those tantalizing whispers 

dust were to lead them over much of the tired, 
faced earth. heard this of the 

in 
Angela shared his dream. 
see those golden plates, 

what a dramatic vindication ii would be of the beloved 
Restored 

make an 

met Nemisio catan. 
chief the in the 

The son took one look at 
them. 

told 

into 
the "cacique" or 

alsJ his son and fam-

in a 

words. 
the Book 
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of 

the at Zarahemla 
after His crucifixion. 

A excitement broke and 
were lifted to the as if in Several 
leaders eloquently to the group. Then old Nem-
isio Xiu rose to his feet and. in a voice 

the crowd received his 
Clarence's heart beat fast the in

Here is what Xiu said. 

'·This is our book 1 It is ' It contains the same 
which were de

at old Mani!" 
st0ry as 

The was arduous and un-
successful one didn't find 
what they went after did hear for them-
selves the from dust To the last day 
of his life Clarence was to hear them. He never lost 
the clear mental of the brown arms uplifted 
to Heaven and the exultant s::mnd of the words 
which meant, "This is our book!" 

In the fifties the Church Christ sent the 
ons back to Yucatan. made several 
established the work there. Then in 1 
stalwart Christian soldier was 
took State Board 

That 

coin. 

',Vheat
and 

Mediterranean 
convinced the 

of and the cur-
ator of the Cairo Museum that they were 

Much of the next fifteen years, between 
efforts the British Isles and 
spent in a voluminous was 

and Clarence Wheaton 
vis

for a lifetime to see it again. He sees 
it now. Our dear old friend will never feel pressed 
for time again. 

Funeral services were held Carson 

Jr,nsen officiated; 
from the full heart of his 
Elder Brantner. His 
several beautiful and 
Vanna IIousknecht. Patricia Nanette 

sang also. Mrs. Grace 
seven were 
effort was made 

Wheaton, ,John Wheaton, 
Michael Matthews. David Wheat.on and .Jackson Wheat-

"outside". 

end. 
will remember the valiant old 

(in-law and 
his life and his work. 

and his many, many friends 
am convinced, will his Father. 

Donna Moser 

OBITUARIES 
T. R. {Ted) Ely 

Ted , a 
since 1931, died at Veterans' Administration 
in Grand Junction. Colorado on 
Theodore R'.:osevelt entire 81 
the western United States. His 
Arizona on September 17. 1895, and the 
California, Oregon and Idaho 
Colorado in 1910. There 

tism. 
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the in the spring of 1937. Buildings were begun 

and Christmas dinner of 1937 was served in their house. 

The thick walls of this house made of native material, 
to be excellent protection from both 

and served well the needs of their family. 

further purchase .of land included a large tract of 
which was mostly developed in subsequent 

years into productive orchards and farm lands. 

Ted and Sybil recognized the need of people for 

guidance and in because of wartime gas-

oline rationing, organized the "Victory Sunday School" 

for their neighborhood. Their home and garage were 

used for this community Sunday School; and here, too, 

the Church missionaries were able tJ deliver their mes

sages and some of the neighbors eventually became 

Church members. In June, 1952, the Orchard Mesa 

Local of the Church of Christ was organized with Elder 

Marvin Ely as pastor. From this time until the spring 

of 1962, when we moved into our present church, 

Brother Ted's garage continued to be the site of regu

lar Sunday meetings. For a number of years, his pack

ing shed and living quarters for harvest help were 

turned over to the Church committee at Reunion times 

for use as cooking and eating facilities. Also, their 

house was extra space in the help cabins were always 

filled with Reunion visitors. 

The funeral service on August 17 at Martin's Chapel 

was conducted by Elder Don Mclndoo, assisted by Elder 

Harvey Bell. Brother Don told of how Ted's life was 

an example to neighbors and family to follow the path 

of the Master of Men and show good works. Ted open

ed his home to those who came from other places and 

provided food, shelter and physical labor to help many. 

Our own experience is one example because we had 

the advantage of their hospitality in the help cabin for 

a year while we established ourselves here. Ted's car

pentry skills were used in the building of our Church 

and he was glad to help many in bui1ding for themsel

ves. For a few years, also, he and Marvin had their 

own construction business. The fruit from Ted's or

chard was a treat we all enjoyed. 

Brother Ted had many community interests. Among 

them was service on the District 29 School Board and 

charter membership in the Orchard Mesa Gun Club. 

Target shooting brought him a number of awards, and 

his hunting success was shown by the venison treats on 

their table. 

Although Ted never held the ministry of Christ, he 

was one of those faithful people who was nearly always 

in attendance at meetings. He had served as music di

rector of the Sunday SchoJl for a number of years, was 

local secretary and treasurer, and a long-time member 

of the building committee. As long as he was able 

to participate, his voice was heard in prayers and song 

to our Heavenly Father. 
In addition to his wife, daughter Margie Downs and 

sons, Marvin and Bob, the family has six grandchildren, 

all members of the Church. They are: Patsy and Duane 

Ely of Phoenix, Arden Ely of Houston, Missouri, Janice 

(Ely) Moore of Denver, Allen Downs and Edith (Downs) 

Arden of Grand Junction. Completing the family are 

nine great-grandchildren. Also surviving are two broth

ers and three sisters. 

We know that Ted's place in our lives can never be 

filled by another. His was a life that showed the belief 

in Christ as read by Brothr Don from II Nephi 13:29, 

"having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of God 

and of all men." 
It was a privilege to have known Brother Ted Ely. 

Enid E. Bell 

Laura Lucinda Frisbey Burkhart 

Laura Lucinda Frisbey Burkhart was born March 7, 

1890 in Coffee County, Kansas, the sixth child of Carey 

Frisbey and Georgia W. Wooley Frisbey. She 

from this life October l, 1977 in Beeville, Texas. 

When Laura was 8 years old her mother passed away 

and was buried with her infant twin daughters, Georgia 

and Ann. Her father married Rena Watson 

and she became "mother" in both name and 

deed to the children: Allie Frisbey Cogan, Almeda 

Hines, George Carey Frisbey, Roy Alonzo Fris
Alma Frisbey, Laura Lucinda Frisbey 

and Nora Belle Fris-

Denham. 

Laura was baptized into the Church of Christ (Tem

ple Lot) on June 14, 1907 in Independence, Missouri 

by Elder George P. Frisbey and confirmed by Elders 

Richard Hill and John R. Haldeman. 

On November 14, 1908 she was married to Ernie 

Burkhart. There had been a death in the family and 

the plans for an elaborate wedding were cancelled, but 

nJt the wedding iteslf. Laura and Ernie were married 

in a simple ceremony in the blacksmith shop of Elder 

Richard Hill by Elder Hill. To this union was born 

five children: Gladys Burkhart Hodson of Galena, Mis

souri; Nettie Burkhart Julian of Westminister, Califor

nia; Nancy Lee Burkhart Baker of Beeville, Texas; 

Willie Burkhart of Westminister, California; and Roy 

Burkhart of Guymon, Oklahoma. 

Not long after her marriage to moved 

to the wheat fields of Guymon, Oklahoma and there 

made their home. 

Laura leaves in friends relatives 

besides her immediate family. She was laid to rest 

Wednesday, October 5, 1977 in Mound Grove 
beside her husband, Ernie, in Independence, Mo. 
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Clarence LeRoy Wheaton, Sr. 

Apostle Clarence L. Wheaton, Sr. was born July 6, 
1893 in Mound City, Missouri and died September 26, 
1977, at the age of 84 years, 2 months and 20 days, at 
his home at 204 W. Sea Independence, Mo. He 
was the sixth child and fourth son (3 of whom had died 
before he was born) of William and Etta Belle Halde
man Wheaton. He had four brothers and two sisters 
who lived to adulthood, all of whom 
death but one brother, 

him in 

Clarence married Angela Denham February 15. 
1915. They were happily married for 62 years, 7 
months, and 11 days. To this union were born four 
sons ar.d two daughters, (one of whom died in infancy). 
They have 21 grandchildren and 22 grandchild
ren. 

Apostle Clarence Wheaton was baptized on April 29, 
1906, by Elder Richard Hill and he was confirmed by 
Elders Richard Hill, John R. Haldeman and George D. 
Cole. He was ordained to the office of a Teacher April 
5, 1912 under the hands of John R. Haldeman and 
,Tames A. Hedrick, to the office of Priest October 1913, 
to the office of Elder October 17, 1915 by A. L. Hartley 
and F. B. Arnold and to the office of Apostle April 10, 
1926 under the hands of Ap:Jstles Daniel MacGregor 
and H. E. Moler. He was an enthusiastic and energetic 
minister of the Gospel of Christ throughout his life, 
beginning as a Teacher at the age of nineteen and elec
ted Pastor of the Temple Lot Local of the Church of 
Christ in 1917 and Presiding Elder of the General 
Church in April of the same year. He continued in 
both offices until 1925. He was among the first five 
ordained to the Apostolic office at the April confer
ence of 1926 by Apostles MacGregor and Moler. After 
Brother Wheaton's ordination of the office of apostle 
at the April 1926 Conference, he took up the full-time 
missionary work which was to fill the remainder of his 
life with the joy that only such serving can bring. 

During his more than 51 years of evangelistic work 
as an apostle, he opened the missionary work and ex
panded it in many places for the Church of Christ, bap-

and many missions and 
local churches throughout the United States, Canada, 
and Mexico. His ministry also took him and his wife 
Angela to overseas countries, including Egypt, 
Jordan, Greece, Italy, Switzerland, France, and the 
British Isles. 

He counted among his closest associates and friends 
outside the Church of Christ, the officials and thous
ands of members of the Restoration which included 
among many others; .Joseph Smith UL Frederick M. 
Smith, Israel A Smith, W. Wallace Smith, all of the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints; Heber J. Grant, David 0. McKay, Alvin R. 
Dyer, President Kimball of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints; and W. H. Cadman of the Church 

of Jesus Christ in Pennsylvania. All 
of these and many many more of the Restoration he held 
in the esteem all his life. 

Although Brother Wheaton's formal education end
ed in the eighth grade when his father's health failed and 
he went to work in his uncle's printing shop, where he 
learned the printing trade which he followed until en-

full-time missionary work in 1926, he never ceas
ed the pursuit of knowledge, particularly of religion, 
archeology and history. Of his own large volume of 
liturary work, perhaps his most extensive was nearly 
completed at his passing. He had taken a lifetime of 
study. research and exploration into nearly every re
ligion, culture and civilization. It is a work of com
parative archeology of the Book of Mormon and the 
Bible lands. He has received much interest, help and 
encouragement from his many friends and acquainten
ces throughout the Restoration and the world, for 
which he, his wife Angela, and the family will always 
he deeply grateful. 

Brother Wheaton's great and absorbing life's work 
was the Gospel of his Master, Jesus Christ, which light
ed his life with an unquenchable fire of zeal which 
never failed him though many times disappointed; he 

without exception, was able to rise ab-Ove these 
things to c:mtinue the pursuit of his life long vision 
and goal of carrying the Gospel to the world. 

Pehaps one of his grandsons sums up his passing 
best when he wrote, "It was a shock learning of Gran
dad's death. Only God knows what is best for each of 
us. However. it is an end of an Era. He certainly gave 
his whole life to the service of his Lord. Very few 
ministers have been privileged to have done so much 
in the Restorotion work. God certainly blessed him 
with a full ministry. Tell Grandmother we love her 
and will remember her in this hour of sorrow." 

Brother Wheaton's greatest joy was reportedly to 
work with the American Indians and the underprivileg
ed. 

Clarence Wheaton leaves his wife, Mrs. 
Wheaton of the four sons, Clarence LeRoy 

412 S. Hocker, Independence; Edward W. 
Indonesia; Thomas R. At-

lanta, Ga. and Paris, France; and Richard A. Wheaton, 
704 S. Elizabeth Rd., Independence; one daughter, 
Mrs. Katharine Matthews, 3812 S. Delaware, Indepen

Riley W. Wheaton, Lee's 
and 22 

Man is greater than a than systems of worlds; 
there is more mystery in the union of soul with the 

than in the creation of a universe. 
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PHOENIX LO·CAL NEWS TO THE ADVOCATE 
have commented that Arizona is a des

You should see it in the summer; even 
the pews are barren! At this more than 75% 
of our people are everywhere but home. At the end of 
the summer, we feel like having a mini-reunion to wel
come home all our Globtrotters! Summers here are 
so even the people who home get homesick. 

As far as I know, we have had five out-of-state vis
itors this summer. are John and Nana Gill, Ruth 
and Don Willard, and Charlotte Hinkle. I would like 
to take this opportunity to applaud your courage in 
challenging the Phoenix heat! 

Jay and Chris Moser have moved into their new 
lDme located about three miles from Church. Their 
new address is: 4062 E. Danbury, 85032. 

Clem and Evalena Sills are beating the heat in Pres
cott, Arizona while they await the completion of their 
new hJme. a home next door to Jay 
and Chris. Dave and Karen (Yates) Berquist have a 
home under construction also. They too located but a 
few miles from the church. 

Don and Jackie Bentz and their almost two year old 
daughter Jennifer, have welcomed a new member to 
their . Melanie is very healthy, very happy 
and very, very cute. 

.John and Becky (Sanders) Booth have recently been 
transferred ta Newport have re
quested prayers concerning ,fohn's position with the 
Pizza Hut as it has been taken the 
Pepsi CJla Company since their transfer. .John's 

tion with the company may not now be as secure as it 
was a short time back. 

Arden and Johna Ely are making the final arrange
ments for their move to Missouri. They have sold their 
home here and will be staying with Johna's parents, 
John and Verna Jones, in Houston until they find a 
place of their own. Your prayers in their behalf would 
be appreciated. 

We were pleased to have several of our ministry 
able to represent the Phoenix local at the Ministers' 
Coriference this year. Our thoughts and prayers have 
held a concern for this gathering for many weeks. We 
pray the Lord has blessed the efforts of His dedicated 
servants. 

Don and Betty Mcindoo are just recently home from 
Yucatan, Missouri, and Colorado. We are looking for
ward to hearing about their experiences in Mexico. We 
especially enjoy listening to the recordings Don has made 
of our Yucatan brothers and sisters singing hymns. 

Because of the efforts of our hardworking carpen
ter, Jim Lacy, we have four more new pews in the 
chapel. The folding chairs have, at long last, been 
exiled to the kitchen. We have also installed a tether 
ball to entice the children away from the parking lot. 
With the coming of fall. we hope to install floodlights 
and more play and perhaps do a little land
scaping . 

We pray for you, our brothers and sisters in the 
of God, health, happiness and much success in 

the Lord's will. 
Karen Malone 

A TESTIMONY 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I want b bear my 
when I went into the 

of the Lord's love to 
14th to have 

eye surgery the next I was in com-
peace and really surrounded in His love while 

reading from the New Testament which is placed in the 
hospital rooms by the Gi:ddions and from another good 
book of faith which I had taken with me. 

my window looked out on the brick wall 
of other rooms of the I could see the pink 
clouds of the setting sun as its rays colored the clouds, 
and truly I had such joy and that late after
n;,ion and evening. I praised and thanked the Lord for 
His love and for the beauty of His creations. 

This peace continued with me the restful 
and the next as I was for 

surgery. As I said, I was surrounded in the love of 
.Jesus the whole time, this I know. My surgery was a 
local, so I listened to the doctor and the nurses as they 
worked and talked. I felt we were all surrounded in 
His Jove. I had no pain at all during or after the sur
gery, which is often the case in my of surgery. 

Neither did I have any all was and rest
fulness. It seemed ta me that all of the nurses and 
aids who came into my ro::irn to care for me and clean 
the room were also filled with the love of Jesus; every
one was so kind. 

So my stay there is a beautiful memory as it was 
last in when I had surgery on my other 
eye. I do want to thank each one of you for your 
prayers in my behalf for I have witnessed His answer, 
and know how wonderful His love is. 

It has been two weeks now and the doctor says my 
eye is healing fine and my vision is clearing good. I 
know the Lord is with me all the time. I am so grate
ful and I desire to praise and thank Him and to always 
serve Him. 

Your Sister in 
Stella 

Editorial comment: If you have a special testimony 
of God's to you or your loved ones, we encour
age you to \'1-Tite it and submit it to this paper so we 
can all be strengthened by it. 
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RESULTS OF REFERENDUM 
"Secretary of Council of Apostles 
Church of Christ (Temple Lot) 
Independence, Missouri 

"The Referendum Committee met August 13, 1977 
to count the 1977 Referendum Ballots. The results were 
262, Yes and 47, No. 

(signed) A. Leighton-Floyd 
,James W. Martin 
Isaac Brockman, Jr." 

-0-
Note: The above vote was for the referendum item 
submitted by the April 1977 Ministers' Conference. 
Following is the matter approved by this vote: 

'"We believe that the word of God is contained rn the 
authorized King James translation of the Bible, 
ally published in 1611 in insofar as it is trans
lated with all other versions or translations 

left to stand on their own merit; and in the Book of 
Mormon; and in latter revelations 
be of God, past, present or 
be recorded, that agree 
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