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Debaters or fighters are not the great need,
But humble workers to sow the seed.

Reach out and break new ground,

Help the gospel’s joyful sound,

And with Christian flag unfurled,

Carry the message to a sin-sick world.

Idle hands, you will always find,

Help only soothe a lazy mind.

You're sure something must be done,
But patiently wait {or another one,

To start the work you should do;

While he patiently sits and waits for you.

Nothing gained if the whole group shirks
Good is achieved when somebody works,

Do you care to be one whom HE will bless?

Work is the key to gospel success.

Achievement, success — such dreams will come true
For busy people who have work to do.

Joseph E. Yates
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EDITORIAL

THE LATTER DAY A DAY OF EXTREMES

“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was
not since the beginning of the world to this time, no,
nor ever shall be . Then if any man shall say unto
you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. For
there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if
it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Be-
hold, I have told vyou before, Wherefore if they shall
say unto vou, Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth
behold he is in secret chambers; believe it not. For
as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be.” (Matthew 24:21 23-27)

We live in a day of exiremes in all walks of life,
whether it be in political life, religivus life, or in the
great field of education, it mattereth not. In political
life, one must be either allied with one extreme or
the other. We must believe, that in order to have
peace on earth, we must be actively engaged in war
We must believe in order to save the lives of men,
mass murder must be forced upon civilization. We
must believe to have prosperity, it's necessary to be
strong militarily and enforce our way of life upon the
less fortunate by use of that military might.  While,
to the other extreme. we must believe, that peace and
prosperity may be attained by the use of mass defiance
of law and order with the resulting breakdown of the
high social and moral standards established by the
founding fathers of our great nation. The redistri-
bution of the great wealth of the nation, and the at-
tainment of worldly possessions by those who have
not from those who have in abundance, all without
labor or enterprise is another extreme belief.

In the field of education, we must believe that the
learning of man becomes necessary for the task of
properly expounding the wayvs of the Lord. We must
believe that man must atfain all that is necessary
for the trials of life in the first two decades of his
life. He must atiain all that is necessary to sustain
him the rest of his life in happiness, by his enterprise
before he reaches the middle of life. Or to the other
extreme, he will become a social outcast. He will
be denied further opportunity to obtain the necessities
or materials of life that are needed to insure dignity
and social eguality among men, because of his lack
of opportunity in the field of education.

THE WORLD RINGS WITH THE MESSAGE OF THE
AGES, “PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TOWARD
MAN" In direct fulfillment of the scriptures that tell
us there shall be a cry of peace, there will be and is
no peace. Whether it be {m the battle field or in the
walles of civil life. there is war, struggle. and strife
among men. There 15 bloodshed on every hand, not
for the ideals and standards set up by the gospel of
Jesus Christ, but for the idealogies and machinations
of greedy men.
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NOTICE
Editorial Policy
The Editorial Staff of the Zion's Advocate wishes

to use this means fo solieit zz;ﬁmmé appropriate 1o
print in this paper. Believing th this paper should

be used for missionary puzpmu& we are asking for
material that will definitely reflect the teachings of the
Chureh of Christ which will be presentable to mem-
hers and non-members alike.

We discourage articles written in the attitude of
debate where one fries o prove or disprove guestion-
zz.%ﬁw points of doctrine.  We encour articles written
in the sirength of the individual's testimony of the truth-
iézézé sy of the Gospel of Christ.
oal is in the hope tba
effort of the church to feed and nourish
spiritual food the scatiered membership, the shut
s and all those who de not have regular church privi-
leges. Also, we would like to be a means of communi-
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cating personal interest between local churches and
and all church membership in general. Therefore, we
are soliciting contributions representing all local
churches, Sunday Schools and group activities in the
church. Anything you can offer in the way of articles,
{estimonies, sermons, news items, poetry, etc will be
welcomed.

It is pur aim to have a greater representation of
writers from the church rather than to show partiality
to just a select few. You, the reader, are the only
means by which this can be done. Your interest in this
work is wanted.

The Editorial Staff,
Roland L. Sarratt
Kenneth J. Smith
Lawrence D. Beem
HMRECTORY
April 6, 1974 {o April 6, 1875
Officers and Commitiees of the
Church of Christ (Temple Lot}

COUNCIL OF APOSTLES:

Wiiliam A. Sheldon: Secretary. Placed in the office
as the General Church Representative, Missionary
in 3(;1 nt charge with Apostle Joe W. Kidd of Ten-
nessee, North Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky, Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Dela-
ware, Rhode Island, Vermont, Massachusetls, New
Hampshire, Connecticut, Maine and West Virginia.

Joint charge with
Eurppean Field.,
Missouri 64050,

Apostle E. Leon Yates of the
1011 South Cottage, Independence,

Clarenee L. Wheaton, Sr.. Missionary in charge of
Wisconsin, Ohlo, Hlinois, Indiana, Michigan, and
eastern Canada east of a line between Saskatchewan

and Manitoba, 204 West Sea, Independence,
Missouri 64050

Archie ¥ Bell: Missionary in charge of Kansas, Okla-
homa, Arkansas, Louislana, Mississippi, Alabama,
Georgia, South Carolina, and Florida, 802 South
MeCoy, Independence, Missouri 640580,

E. Leon Yates: Missionary in charge of the
of Mexico, and in joint charge with
W. Housknecht of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and
Southern California. Joint charge with Apostle
William A. Bheldon of the European Field, Route
2, Box 119, Mack’s Creek, Missouri 65786.

lepublic
Apostle Don

Don W, Housknecht: Missionary
Apostle B Leon Yales of
Arizona, and southern Cali

Sehool Bd. Mesa,

in joint charge with
Texas, New Mexico,
fornia, 53 &, Alma
Arizona 8H2U2,

Robert H, Jensen: Missionary in
North Dakota, South Dakola,
Minnesota, 2230 Clay, Bellevue,

charge of Nebraska,
Montana, lowa and
Nebraska 68005,
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Marvin E. Ely: Missionary in charge of Utah, Colorado,
Nevada, Idaho, Wyoming, Washington, Oregon,
Northern California, Alaska, western Canada west
of a line between Saskatchewan and Manitoba,
Route 4, 236 32nd Road, Grand Junction, Colo-
rado 81501.

Joe W. Kidd: Missionary in joint charge with Apostle
William A. Sheldon of Tennessee, North Carolina,
Virginia, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Maryland, New
Jersey, New York, Delaware, Rhode Island, Ver-
mont, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Connecticut,
Maine and West Virginia, 118 Marshall Circle, Oak
Ridge, Tennesseec 37830.

The Council of Apestles: In charge of the state of
Missouri.

OTHER MISSIONARY APPOINTMENTS:

James M, Case: As an Evangelist, appointed full time
under the direction of the Council of Apostles; to
assist the General Church Representative in the
office; and to be available upon request in any
field, 1106 East Gudgell, Independence, Missouri
64055,

Donald E, Melndoo: As an Evangelist, appointed fo labor
as circumstances permit, under the direction of
Apostle E. Leon Yates in his field, 4606 West
Mitchell Drive, Phoenix, Arizona 835031,

Cayetans Alfaro Contreras: As an Evangelist, appointed
full time under the supervision of Apostle E. Leon
Yates in his field, Yucatan, Mexico.

COUNCIL OF BISHOPS:

D. Ray Bryant: Route 2, Cowgill, Missouri 64637,

Oren A. Caviness: Secretary, assistant to Business Man-
ager, Route 1, Box 67, Preston, Missouri 65732,
Nichelas F. Denham: 4118 South Cottage, Independence,

Missouri 64055,

Vance H. Harris: Box 17, Cowgill, Missouri 64637,

Edward H. Podhola:
Michigan 48146,

3021 Chandler, Lincoln Park,

John A. Sweem: Hamilton, Missouri 64644,

. LeBoy Wheaton: Business Manager, 412 South Hock-
er, Independence, Missouri 64050

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES:

Numbers in parentheses { ) indicate the number of
yvears to serve from the 1974 Conference.
General Church Representative:

Apostle  William AL

Sheldon, 1011 Sosuth Cotlage, Independence, Mis
souri 64050,
General Church Secretary: Velma J. Wheaton, 704 S,

Elizabeth Road, Independence, Missouri 84058,

General Chureh Recorder: Roland Sarratt, 7704 Bage,
Parkville, Missouri 64152,

General Chureh Chorister: Konie Caviness, 1004 Doris,
Independence, Missouri 64050,

Editor of Zion’s Advocate: Kenneth J. Smith, 209 South
Crysler, Independence, Missouri 64050,

Assoeciate Editors: Lawrence Beem, 13117 E. 45th, In-
dependence, Missourl 64055.
Roland Sarratt, 7704 Sage, Parkville, Missocri 64152,

Dinmg Hall Commitiee: Alice Larsen (3) R. F. D, Gur-
ley, Nebraska 69141,
Menda Stotis (2), 1200 West Maple, Independence,
Missouri 64050,
Jewell Beem (1),
Missouri 64055.

13117 E. 45th, Independence,

Reception and Housing Committee: Lawrence Beem (3},
12117 £, 45th, Independence, Missouri 64055,
Frank Fann, (2), 4117 South River Blvd,
pendence, Missouri 64055,

Marvin M. Case (1), 16613 Woods Chapel Road,
Lee’s Summit, Missouri 84063

Inde-

Press Commitiee: Ron Temple (3), Route 1, Box 131AAA,
Belton, Missouri 64012,
William A. Sheldon (23, 1011 South Cottage, In-
dependence, Missouri 640650,
James A. Hedrick (1) 3507
dependence, Missouri 64055,

South Crane. In-

Aunditing Committee: Kenneth J. Smith (3), 209 South
Crysler, Independence, Missouri 64050
Lawrence Beem (2), 13117 E. 45th, Independence,
Missouri 64055,
Frank Fann (13, 4117 South River Blvd., Indepen-
dence, Missouri 64055,

Referendum Commitiee: Leslie P. Case (3), 8312 Lee's
Summit Road, Kansas City, Missour: 84139
James W. (Jack) Martin {(2), 212 Lincolnville,
Belleville, Ilinois 62221,
Albert Leighton-Floyd (1),
sorul 65556,

Box 541, Richland, Mis-

Relations Committee: Bobert . Jensen (3, 2230 Clay,
Bellevue, Nebraska 68005,
Archie F. Bell (2), 802 South McCoy, Independence,
Missouri 64050,

E. Leon Yates {13, Route 2, Box 119, Mack’'s Creek,
Missouri 65786.

General Chureh Historian: Archie T Bell (1), 802 South
McCoy, Independence, Missouri 64050,

Associate Historians: B, Harvey Seibel (1), Star Route,
Box 64, Willow Springs, Missouri 65793
Clarence 1. Wheaton, S5r. (1), 204 West
dependence, Missouri 64050

Sea, In-
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ibrary Board: Velma I Whneaton (3), 704 South Eliz-
u ab*eth Rd., Independence, Missouri 84056,
Randy Sheldon {23, 1011 South Cotlage, Indepen-
dence, Missouri 64050. )
M. Harvey Seibel (1}, Star Route, Box 64, Willow
Springs, Missouri 65783

poard of Publications; James M. Case (3), 1106 Xast
Gudgell, Independence, Missouri 64055
Frank Fann {3), 4117 South River Blvd., Indepen-
dence, Missouri 64055.
Richard A. Wheaton (2), 704 South Elizabeth Rd,
Independence, Missouri 64056,
William A, Sheldon (1), 1011 South Cottage, Inde-
pendence, Missouri 84050,

Oren A, Caviness (1), Route 1, Box 67, Preston,
Missouri 65732,
Commitiee on Indian Missions: Marvin E. Ely (3), Route

4, 236 3Z2nd Road, Grand Junction, Colorado 81501,
Nicholas F. Denham {2), 4116 South Cottage, In-
dependence, Missouri 64055.
Archie F. Bell (1), 802 South
dence, Missouri 64050,

McCoy, Indepen-

Youth Camp Committee: James H. Case (2),
Lonejack, Missouri 64070. YOUTH.
Marvin E. Ely (2), Route 4, 236 32nd Road, Grand
Junction, Colorado 81501, APOSTLE.
Randy Sheldon (1), 1011 South Cottage,
dence, Missouri 64050. YOUTH.
Oren A. Caviness (1), Route 1,
Missouri 65732, BISHOP.

Donald E. Mcelndoo (1), 4608 West Mitchell Drive,
Phoenix, Arizona 85031, ELDER.

Route 1,

Indepen-

Box 67, Preston,

Audio, Video, Visual Aid and Archeelogical Commitiee:
Lawrence Beem (3), 13117 E. 45th, Independence,
Missouri 64055,

Don W. Housknecht (3), 53 S. Alma School, Mesa,
Arizona 85202,
Edward J. Mcindoo
Missouri 65732,
Viola Hening {2), 304 Homeland Rd. N. W., Albu-
querque, New Mexico 87114,

Ron Temple (1), Route 1, Box I131AAA, Belton,
Missouri 64012,

Donald E. McIndoo (1), 4606 West Mitchell Drive,
Phoenix, Arizona 85031,

{23, Route 1, Box 67, Preston,

Correspondence Committee: Louise McIndoo (3), Route
1, Box 67, Preston, Missouri 65732,
{For the Central States)
Louise Grzincic (2), (For the Eastern States) 15200
Poplar Ave., Southgate, Michigan 48192,
Evalena Sills (1) (For the Western States) 2701 E.
Glenrosa Ave., Phoenix, Arizona 85016.

Committee on Hymn Books: Helen Tissler, 5825 W.
Erie, Lorain, Ohlo 44052
Lovita M. Seibel, 1200 W. Maple, Independence,
Missouri 64050,
Larry Shaw, Box 397, Buffalo, Missouri 65622

William A, Sheldon, 1011 S. Cottage, Indepen-
dence, Missourl 64050,
Roland Sarratt, 7704 Sage, Parkville, Missouri

64152,
GENERAL SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION:

Superintendent: Ron Temple, Route 1, Box 131AAA,
Belton, Missouri 64012,

Assistant Superintendent & Treasurer: Randy Sheldon,
1011 S, Cottage, Independence, Missouri 64050

Secretary: Amy Schrader, Route 5, Box 302, Bemidji,
Minnesota 56601,

Quarterly Committee: Marvin E. Ely (3), Route 4, 236
32nd Rd., Grand Junction, Colorado 81501,
E. Leon Yates (3), Rt. 2, Box 119, Mack’s Creek,
Missouri 65786.
Nellie Walberg {2),
Salem, Oregon 97301,
Tony Grzincic (1), 15200 Poplar Ave,, Southgate,
Michigan 48192
Amy Schrader (1),
Minnesota 56601.

2420 TLaurel Ave. N, E,

Route 5, Box 302, Bemidji,

Auditing Commitiee: Harry Hutehison (3), 2536 W. 641h,
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 53213,
Ray Hunholz (2), 2534 N. 63rd St., Wauwatosa,
Wisconsin 63213,
M. Harvey Seibel (1), Star Route, Box 64, Willow
Springs, Missouri 65793,

Transiation Committee: Christine DelaCruze (3), 1112
Prospect St., Neillsville, Wisconsin 54456.
Donald E. Mcindoo (2), 4606 W. Mitchell Dr,
Phoenix, Arizona 85031

Cayetano Alfaro Contreras (1), Yucatan, Mexico.

Sunday Sechool Editor to the Advocate: Amy Schrader,
Route 5, Box 302, Bemidil, Minnesota 56601,

UNITED WORKERS:

Chairman: Grace Rudd, 927 East Stone, Independence,
Missourt 84050,

Assistant Chairman: Donna Moser, 405 Arabian Drive,
Raymore, Missouri 64083,

Seeretarv: Amy Schrader, Route 5,
Minnesota 566071,

Box 302, Bemidii,
Treasurer: Irene Case, 8312 Lee's bummit Road, Kan-
sas City, Missouri 64135,

Member-at-Large: Frances Yates,
Mack’s Creek, Missouri 65788,

Route 2, Box 119,
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ARTICLES

An alfirmative arficle is one in which a beliel, or an

opinion, is expressed, and evidences presented to support thot belief

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE THE OPINION OF THE AUTHOR AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE TEACHINGS OF THE CHUBRCH
OR THE OPINIONS OF THE EDITORIAL STAFF.

PRIESTHOOD — WHAT 15 117
3y Clarence L. Wheaton

1. “Priesthood” is a term applied to the ministry of
the gospel and the authority given to men to represent
Giod, the Father, and His Christ in the Church, or King-
dom here on earth.

This authority is important in the kingdom of
God, as is civil authority to earthly governments, It is
the means of preserving law and order in the Church/
Kingdom and has the authority to administer and func-
tion in various ordinances and sacraments of the
Church. It is the power of God, when it is authorita-
tively used, to lift mankind closer to God and eternal
life in His Kingdom: on the other hand, i such author-
ity is abused it will press man down fo hell and destroy
their hope of rest in the paradise of God (Alma 9:62-
63). This abuse of priesthood authority is priesteraft
{Alma 1:3-23).

2. “Priesthood” is a dimensional term applied to 2
group of ministry who perform functional offices. The
first citation given speaks of a “high priesthood” (and
logically, by inference, of a lesser priesthood). If
there was not a division in the order of priesthood, as
thus inferred, then there would be no need of calling
this order a high priesthood, for just the application
of the term ‘“‘priesthood” alone would be appropriate.
“For it must needs be, that there is an opposition in
all things” (2 Nephi 1:81). Thus, if there is a high
priesthood there must be a lesser priesthood.

3. 'The “high priesthood” being dimensional in scope,
the term implies grades of authority with functional
responsibility:  Apostles, FEvangelists, Elders, Pastors
and Bishops (functional in that their responsibilities
are diverse). Apostles and Evangelists have a general
church responsibility, to have the watcheare of all the
churches which compose the Church of Christ, while
the Elders and Pastors have a more local responsibility
of administration to individual churches. Yet in a
generic sense, they are all Elders, holding the priest-
hood after the order of the Son of God. This order,
the “high priesthood,” was instituted of God from the
foundation of the world, *~ . being without begin-
ning of days or end of vears . . . being prepared from

eternity to eternity, according to his (God’s) {fore-
knowledge of all things " (Alma 9:70-71).
Again, Alma calls aftention fo the fact that

Melchesidec was a high priest after the same order
{Alma 10:7), bul remember that in his time a “high
priest” offered up burnt offerings and sacrifices for the
people. This was also true in the time of Moses, but
in the Christian dispensation such offerings are not

made: “for the priesthood being changed, there is made
of necessary a change also of the law” (Hebrew 7:12
Read also Chapters 7, 8, 9, 10, which deal almost
exclusively with priesthood). Christ did away with the
office of “high priest” (Hebrews 8:1-3) when He offered
up His own body, once and f{orever, ascending into
Heaven to sit on the right hand of God. Before this
atonement mankind looked forward in anticipation of
this sacrifice {2 Nephi 11:45), but in this, the latter
day, we look back, in remembrance of this event,
as commemorated each time we partake of the sac
rament of the Lord's supper (Moroni 4:4 and 5:3; Alma
10:10).

Melchisedee was a priest of God (Genesis 14:18-20).
This priesthood of the Son of God was called after
his name, the order of Melchisedec (Alma 10:6-15;
Psalm 110:4; Hebrews 5:5-10).

There is, therefore, a difference between the fune-
tional office of “high priest” and the “high priesthood,”
which is dimensional in its scope. In Hebrews 56
the Father said to His Son Jesus Christ, “Thou art a
priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.” Thus,
we see the comparison. Christ was occupying in the
functional office of a priest or minister, after the
order of Melchisedec (an alternate term used, no doubt,
to save repeating “after the order of the Son of God”
(Alma 9:63, 70 and 73).

This priesthood is eternal, “without beginning of
davs or end of years.” In this order of priesthood
there are several functional offices. Take the example
of Christ. He was called of God 1o occupy in two
functional offices of the priesthood (apostle and high
priest), after the order of Melchisedee, and was still
undes the law of Moses. He was an apostle because
he was “one sent” as a special witness of His Father.
“As thou hast sent me (Christy into the world, even so
have 1 also sent them (the apostles) into the world
{John 17:18).

Thus, the title “Apostle,” in the words of
means “one sent.” Christ was alse a high priest. He
was the one chosen by God to offer up the last great
sacrifice of Himself upon the cross, just as the high
priests of the Old Testament made offerings in antic-
ipation of His sacrifice. So “We have such an high
priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne
of the Majesty in the heavens, a minister of the
sanctuary and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord

Jesus,

pitched, and not man {as opposed to the movable
tabernacle in the wilderness). For every high priest

is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices:  wherefore
4 is of necessity that this man {Christ) have somewhat
also to offer. For il he were on earth, he should not
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be 2 priest, seeing that %hw‘eﬁ are wpri@sis that in’?z‘
gifts according to the law (of Mosesy” (Hebrews 8:1-4).

" hus, through Christ, this functional office of high
priest was done away. In the Christian d;spensatum
Christ is now “set on the right hand of the throne in
the heavens” (Hebrews 8:1). “the head of the body, the
churel’” {Colossians 1-18). He set in order the organic
structure of the Church on earth by choosing its of-
ficers., (1 Corinthians 12:28; Acts 14:25; Titus 1.5 and
3.3, 12; Hebrews 7:21; Revelation 1:6 and 20:6; Phil-
lipians 1:1 and Book of Commandments 24:31-42).

While Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery were trans-
lating the Book of Mormon they read of the necessily
for baptism and wondered how they could comply with
this ordinance. Accordingly, in May, 1829, they went
into the woods to pray for an answer. They testified
that 2 messenger appeared to them and ordained them,
saying:

“Upon you my fellow servanis in the name of the
Messiah 1 confer the priesthood of Aaron, which holds
the keys of the ministering of angels, and of the Gospel
of repentance and baptism for the remission of sins,
and this shall never be taken from the earth, until the
sons of Levi do offer again an offering unto the Lord
in righteousness.”

{And in the words of Joseph Smith) ‘He said this
Aaronic priesthood had the power of laying on of hands
for the gift of the Holy Ghost, but that this should
be conferred on us hersafter; and he commanded us
to go and be baptized, and gave us directions that 1
should baptize Oliver Cowdery, and afterwards that
he should baptize me” (Utah Church History, Volume
1, page 39}

Cowdery also attested to this.

This event either took place or it did not. If it
was fabricated our claim for a Restoration is without
support, as this could not come about without the
restoring of the lesser priesthood first. The Bible
teaches that baptism by authority of this lesser priest-
hood was to precede the establishment of the Church
upon the earth (Matthew 3:13-15; Mark 1:9; Luke 3:21-
22).

Precedent for this is found in the New Testament.
Before the coming of Christ in the flesh the Lord
provided that Elijah, in the person of John the Baptist,
was to be his forerunner (Malachi 4:5). In Luke 1.5
25, we find the account of how Zacharias was shown
in a vision that John the Baptist was truly the Elias.
This name was given in the Old Testament as Elijah
in (Hebrew) and was changed to Elias in the New
Testament (from the Greek). Zacharias was fold that
his son John would “ . . . go before him (the Christ)
in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the just; to make ready 2 people
prepared of the Lord” (Luke 1:17).

When John was born there was disputation con-
cerning his name. The Holy Ghost fell upon Zacharias

(who had been made dumb, as a sign) and he spoke
again, saving that God wanted the child to be called
John, He prophesied:

And thou, child, shall be called the prophet of
the Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his ways” (Luke 1:76).

Note that the term “ways’ is plural.  John the
Baptist was not only to be the voice in the wilderness
at the time of Christ’s first coming into the world,
hut was to precede the Lord’s subsequent advents.
Another factor to consider is the fact that this mes-
senger was to prepare the way, and that Christ, to
whom this passage applies, would “purify the sons of
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they
may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness”
{Malachi 3:3). This was not accomplished at the first
advent of Christ: it was the Levites (or priests under
the law of Moses) who blasphemed the Lord and brought
about the crucifixion. Their offering in rightecusness
will not take place until the fulfilling of the prophecies
given in Zechariah 13:6-89. According to this source,
they shall see the wounds in His hands and He “will
refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as
gold is tried; and they shall call on my name, . . . and
they shall say the Lord is my God.” There are more
prophecies in the 14th chapter, verses 1 to 9. Joseph
Smith’s account of the restoration of the Aaronic
priesthood (as a prelude to the Restoration and the
conversion of the house of Israel) is in accord with
seripture,

In the 24th chapter of the Book of Commandments
vou will find that Apostles and Elders have the author-
ity to lay on hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.
There is a line of demarkation drawn between this
category and that of priests, teachers and deacons.
Description of these offices, in the Bible, the Book
of Mormon and latter day revelation, omits the laying
on of hands for the Holy Ghost.

This, 1 believe, answers the question as to whether
or not there are two priesthoods in the Church of
Christ (both early Christian and latter day Restoration).

1 would like to give my views, also, on several
questions which are soretimes asked.

1. 1 believe that the office of Bishop is legitimate.
Though this is not specifically mentioned in the Book
of Mormon, it is set forth in the Bible and in Latter
Day Revelation, as being related to temporal things.
One of the requirements is that the incumbent must
not be “guilty of filthy lucre.” We note in Judas’ case
that, though he was an Apostle, he handled the finances
of this small organization. He became so greedy that
he raised issue of the use of the ointment on Christ’s
feet Llohn 12:4-6) and betrayed Christ for thirty pleces
of silver, finally in remorse taking his own life. “For
it is written in the Book of Psalms, Let his habitation
be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his
bishopric let another take” (Acts 1:20},
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“And in those days, when the number of the dis-
ciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the
Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows
were neglected in the daily ministration. Then the
twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them,
and said, It is not reason that we should leave the
word of God, and serve tables. (In other words, handle
the finances). Wherefore, brethren, look ye oul among
you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost,
and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business”
(Acts 6:1-3).

What was the business that the Apostles wanted
delegated to these seven men? In Acts 1:20, this was
the bishoprie, as occupied by Judas. The early Restor-
ation Church parallel of this is found in the appoint-
ment of Edward Partridge as Bishop. When the
Church of Christ began to set its house in order, ifs
membership becoming international, we followed the
New Testament in choosing seven men fo constitute
the general Bishoprie. These are overseers of the
temporal affairs of the Church; they hold the Mel-
chisedec priesthood and are qualified to handle this
business. They are set apart by the laying on of hands.

2. In Book of Commandments 24:41, neither priesis,
teachers nor deacons have authority fo lay on hands
for the gift of the Holy Ghost, nor do teachers or
deacons have authority to ordain other such. They
are to warn, expound, exhort and teach and invite all
to come to Christ. In the New Testament we find
that Phillip, who was evidently a priest after the Aaronic
order and had baptized converts at Samaria, did not
lay on hands to confirm them. Rather, the Aposties
sent two of their number, holding the Melchisedec
priesthood, to do so (Acts 8:12-17). Deacons have the
temporal care of the churches and are to be agents to
the bishopric. {Some believe the original seven men
were deacons, others feel that they formd a bishopric.)

3. I believe that the Church of Christ has a priesthood
set up as Christ intended. Their duties are set forth
in the Bock of Commandments, as part of the Restor-
ation of the gospel. For further study, read “Priest
hood and the Divine Authorily,” by Apostle Willlam
Sheldon.  Also, by comparing the Book of Command-
ments and the Doctrine and Covenants you will find
that there is a wide difference in definition of the
various priesthood duties. The Church of Christ is
guided in this matter by the Book of Commandments.

ON TITHING
by Donna Moser
Since there is some difference of opinion (o say
the least!) on the way to tithe — even on whether or
not tithing should be discarded for comsecration — we
have no tracis in print. May I tell you of my own per
sonal experience?
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T can think of no better way to begin than by quoting
from the Holy Seriplures. In the Old Testament there
is Malachi 3:8-12. With only one word of difference
“my” instead of “mine’”), this is repeated in the Book
of Mormon on pages 668, 669, verses 10-15. This latter
is the words of Christ Himself as He faught the
Nephites here on this continent affer His crucifixion.
He commanded the people to write down these things
His were impressive words:

“Bven {rom the days of your fathers ye are gone
away from mine ordinances, and have not kept them.
Return unto me, and 1 will refurn unto vou, saith the

Lord of hosts. But ve said, Wherein shall we re-
turn?  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed
me. DBut ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In

tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse, for
ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be meat in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hests, if I will not open you the windows
¢f heaven, and pour you oul a blessing, that there
shall not be room enough to reeeive it. And 1 will
rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not
destroy the fruits of vour ground; neither shall your
vine cast her fruit before the time in the fields, saith
the Lord of hosts. And all nations shall call vou
blessed, for ve shall be a delightsome land, saith the
Lord of hosts.”

The first time I really remember reading this, ac-
tually studying it, 1 came to the portion I have set in
darker type and got a jolt as real as an eleciric
shock!

I was all alone in our little house, vears ago, before
our second child was born. T had dawned on me that
I didn’t know much about our church, Therefore, 1
had been doing some work on the subject whenever
I had any spare time. In the course of my study
I came to the question of whether or not to tithe, as
opposed to the far more involved system of conse-
crafion. 1 wondered 1 read and 1 prayed.
Then I wondered, and read, some more. When | zaw
those particular words in print, it was as though a
bright light had just been turned on in a dark room!
I could feel a sudden knowledge come to me: this was
simply, precisely, literally true T knew. 1 had won-
dered; now 1 knew. There is no other way to de-
scribe the sensation

From that time to this I have been serenely sure
that, whether or not consecration will ultimately be
required, tithing will be rewarded. Thinking logically
I cannot escape the conclusion that, though it may
not be the final way, it is a big, big step in the right
direction. The sum fotal of “intuition” (or, as I believe,
inspiration, and my own God-given reasoning power
has, for me, been unmistakable. Of the two factors,
the former is most inescapably true,

The formula has been working for me ever since
that day.
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“OHION T
by Stella Winegar

Where
Where
Where

Where are ils preachers?

is it7
are its people?
are its teachers?

Will we build the city of Zion? Or will the Lord
have 1o raise up another people who will do that
which He has given us to do?

“And blessed are they who shall seek {0 bring
forth my Zion at that day, for they shall have the gift
and power of the Holy Ghost” (1 Nephi 3:187).

If you read the foregoing verses, they tell us the
Lord is speaking of our day and time.

“He commandeth that there be no priesterafts, for
behold priesterafts are that men preach and set them-
selves up for a light unto the world, that they may gel
gain, and praise of the world. But they seek not the
welfare of Zion” (2 Nephi 11:108).

“Behold, the Lord hath forbidden this thing: where-
fore, the Lord God hath given a commandment, that
all men should have charity, which charity is love.
And except they have charity they were nothing:
wherefore, if they should have charity, they would
not suffer the laborer in Zion to perish. But the labor-
er in Zion shall labor for Zion; for if they labor for
money, they shall perish” {2 Nephi 11:107-109).

“And above all things have fervent charity among
vourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of
sins” (1 Peter 4:8)

“Love yve me and love all people, love as 1 have
loved you, this vour calling, this my purpose, thus be
my disciples frue” (The Song of Admonition).

The Lord has called us 4o a very high calling
TO LOVE ALL PEOPLE AS HE HAS LOVED US).
Are we able fo arise to this high calling?

“But I say unto vou, love vour enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you.
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and
persecute you” (Matthew 5:44).

“Be ye perfect, even as vour Father which is in
heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48).

“Then in this exalied station your companion I
will be, Every promise of my scriptures will be veri
fied in thee” {(Song of Admonition)

Can we arise to this exalted station?
s0 if we will be the children of Zion.

We must do
For he says:

“Get ye up, then, fo your mountain! Zion of this
closing dayv! For the glory of myv coming waits to
break upon your way!” (Song of Admonition).

{Mount Zion)

He bids us ARISE—

“Up, ve then, to the high places I have bid you
occupy! peril wails upon the heedless, grace upon the
souls who try” (Song of Admonition).

How much time do we have to carry out that
which He has given us, to the fulfilling of the com-
mandment TO BRING FORTH AND ESTABLISH ZION?

“Time is ripe! My work must hasten! whoso will
may abide the hour, naught can harm whom God
protecteth, elemenis confess His power:

“Oh my people, saith the spirit, hear the words of
God today, be not slothfull, but obedient! Tis the
world’s MOMENTOUS DAY! Unto honor I have called
you, honor GREAT AS ANGELS KNOW: heed ye then,
a FATHER'S COUNCIL, AND BY DEEDS YOUR PUR-
POSE SHOW” (Song of Admonition).

Do we have His promise to help us?
for He says:

“Take ye, then, my hand extended (Let me lead you
where I willy.” (Song of Admonition) His hand is extend-
ed toward us, but we must come to Him, with a broken
heart and a contrite spirit, repenting and turning away
from all selfishness and sin, freeing our hearts from any
worldly desires, and we must be stripped from all pride.
As we find in Alma’s writings:

“Behold, are ye stripped of pride? 1 say unto
you, If ye are not, ve are nof prepared to meet God.

“Behold ye must prepare quickly, for the kingdom
of heaven is soon at hand, and such an one hath not
eternal life” (Alma 2:50-51).

Yes, we do,

We must be siripped of all envy

“Behold, T sav, is there one among vou who is not
stripped of envy? 1 say unto vou, that such an one
is not prepared, and 1 would that he should prepare
guickly, for the hour is close at hand and he knoweth
not when the time shall come; for such an one is not
found guiltless” (Verses 52-53).

Are any of us guilly of making a mock of our
brother or sister, or persecuting them? I would sure-
fv hope not, for we read:

“And again I say unto vou, Is there one among you
that doth make 2 mock of his brother, or that heapeth
upon him persecutions?

Wo unto such an one, for he is not prepared, and
the time is at hand that he must repent, or HE CAN-
NOT BE SBAVED” (Verses 54-55).

Do we have any iniguity among us?
repent, for we read:

“Yea, even wo unto all ve workers of iniquity; re-
pent, repent, for the Lord has spoken it. Behold, he
sendeth an invitation unte all men: for the arms of
mercy are extended ifowards them, and he saith, Re-
pent, AND I WILL RECEIVE YOU” (Verses 56-57).

How wonderful! “Bepent, and 1 will receive you , .. 7

I 80 we must

“Yea, he saith, “Come unto me, and ye ghall par-
take of the fruit of d¢he iree of life; yea, yve shall eat
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and drink of the bread and the waters of life FREELY”
(Verse 58).

If we will come unto Christ and let Him {ill our
lives, let His spirit have full sway in us, WE WILL
BE FREE. There is no freedom, except in and
through Christ. All else is in the bonds of iniquity,
it we do not the truth we are in bondage, we find
in:

“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on
him, If ye continue in my word, then ye are my dis-
ciples indeed: And ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free” (John 8:31-32).

“They answered him, we be Abraham’s seed, and
were never in bondage to any man; how sayeth thou,
ve shall be made free? Jesus answered them, verily,
verily, 1 say unto you, whosoever committeth sin is
the servant of sin. And the servant abideth not in
the house forever, but the Son abideth ever. IF THE
SON THEREFORE SHALL MAKE YOU FREE, YE
SHALL BE FREE INDEED” (Verses 33-36).

We find if we would be free, we must be led by
one toward another. We can take joy in doing the
will of our Heavenly Father, in serving Him and in
the spirit of truth, having the love of God in our hearts,
serving each other. But we have nothing to De
proud of, for we are nothing in ourselves and we
have nothing of ourselves; all things belong to the Lord,
for He created and made them. And when we are
called upon to meet Him face to face we will have
nothing to offer Him unless we can offer up to Him
a BROKEN HEART and a CONTRITE SPIRIT. All of
our works will be as filthy rags, unless we are led
by HIS SPIRIT OF TRUTH! So what do we have
to be proud of?

We can live and work with joy and thanksgiving
and praise if we are filled with the spirit of love,
charity and iruth, esteeming our brother and sister
as ourselves.

“Whoso lusteth after pleasure, high estate or mam-
mon’s store. Envious or proud remaineth, though he
gain the world is poor.

If you would be rich be holy!
on heights above?

Would vou dwell

Heed ye then this admonition, climb to atmospheres
of LOVE” (Song of Admonition).

“Now as ve have asked, behold 1 say unto you,
keep my commandments, and seek to bring forth and
establish the cause of Zion. Seek not for riches but for
wisdom, and behold the mysteries of God shall be un-
folded unto you, and then shall you be made rich;
behold he that hath eternal life is rich” (Book of Com-
mandments 10:3).

“Thou shalt not speak evil of thy neighbor, nor
do him any harm” (Book of Commandments 44:24).

Not only must we refrain from doing our neigh-
bor harm, but we must not even speak evil of him;
this certainly includes brothers and sisters alse. We

truly have to bridle our tongue if we are to be the
children of Zion!

Verse 26 tells us that if we love him we
serve him and keep all of his commandments.

“If thou lovest me, thou shalt serve me and keep
all of my commandments; and behold, thou shalt con-
secrate all of they properties, that which thou hast
unto me, with a covenant and a deed which cannot
be broken: and they shall be laid before the bishop
of my church, and two of the elders, such as he shall
appoint and set apart for that purpose.

“And it shall come to pass, that the bishop of my
church, after that he has received the properties of my
church, that it cannot be taken from the Church, he
shall appoint every man a steward over his own proper-
ty, or that which he has received, inasmuch as is suf-
ficient for himself and family” (Verse 27).

“And the residue shall be kept to adminisier to
him who has not, that every man may receive accord-
ing as he stands in need” (Verse 28).

“And the residue shall be kept in my storehouse
to administer to the poor and needy, as shall be ap-
pointed by the elders of the church and the bishop;
and for the purpose of purchasing lands, and the build-
ing up of the New Jerusalem, which is hereafter to be
revealed: that my covenant people may be gathered
in one, in the day that I SHALL COME TO MY TEMPLE
AND THIS I DO FOR THE SALVATION OF MY
PEOPLE!"" (Verses 28-30).

All that we have belongs to God, for He created
and made all things; Why can we not consecrate our
lives, our all, to him? We have nothing without God.
For our possessions can be swept away in a moment
by the elements, or taken away from us by the evil
powers which are in conirol in the world and growing
stronger.

When we leave this earth and our earthly pos
sessions and go to the God who created us and gave
us our talents, or possessions, what will we have fo
offer up to Him? A proud and selfish heart? Or, can
we offer up to Him who created and made us a “broken
heart ano a contrite spirit?”

will

All that we have belongs fo Him, our life, our
talents, our properties. If we are truly His people we
should desire to be consecrated to Him with full pur-
pose of heart and soul, and all our possessions which
He has blessed us with, great or small, they are
His in the first place.

We find, in both the Bible and the Book of Mor-
mon, various periods of time when the Lord’s people
obeyed this commandment of consecration, having the
love of God in their hearts one toward another. Truly
there could be no happier people than those who lived
this law, for they were living the law of Zion. They
had great power and did many mighty miracles in the
name of Jesus, and there were no rich and no poor
among all of God’s people, and they were richly bless-
ed and flourished.
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e hath
repent; and except he repenteth of that which he hath
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the kingdom of God.

“Tor behold, are we not all beggars? Do we not
all depend upon the same being, even God, for all the

{for both food, and raiment,
cr, and for all the riches which
(Verses 30-32).

who created vou, on whom vyou
for vour lives, and for all that ye have
grant unto vou whatsoever ve ask is
believing that ve shall receive, O then,
ought 4o f substance, that

substance which we
i and for

1 {for gold,
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and condemn him, how much more just will be vour
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loth not belong to vou, but fo God, to whom also,

your life belongeth” (Verses 36-37).
“T would that vou should impart of your subsiance

to the poor, every man according to that which he hath,
such as feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting
the sick, and administering to their relief, both spirit-
ually and temporally, according to their wants.

“Ami see that all these
and order: for i is
run faster than

things are done in wisdom
not reguisite that a man should
he has strength” (Verses 43-44),

to enter into a covenant with
and to be obedient fo his
he shall command us, all
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“And we are willing
our God, to do ‘{w will,
commands in all things that
the remainder of our days

never

upon ourselves a

spoken by the angel, that we may not drink out
the cup of the wrath of God.

“And now, because of the
made, ve shall be called the
sons, and his daughters:

“And under this head ve are made free;
is no ogther }wud where by ve can be made

{Mosiah 3:6, 103,

“There is no other name given, whereby salvation
cometh: therefore, 1 would that ve should take upon
you the name of Christ, all you that have entered into
the covenant with God, that ye should be obedient unto
the end of vour lives” (Verse 11).

“And it shall come %o pass that whosoever doeth
this, shall be found at the right hand of God, for he
shall know the name by which he is called; for he
shall be called by the name of Christ.

“And T would that ve should remember also, that
this is the name that T said T should give unto vou,
that never should be blotted out, except it be through
transgression,

Therefore, I would that ve should be steadfast, and
immovable, always abounding in good works, that Christ,
the Lord God Omnuipotent, may seal you his, that you
may be brought to heaven, that you may have ever-
lasting salvation and eternal life, through the wisdom,
and power, and justice, and mercy of him, who created
all things, In heaven and in earth, who is God above
all.  Amen” (Verses 12, 14, 21).

Alma 1:37 through 47, “And when the priests left
their labor, to impart the word of God unto the people,
the people also left their labors to hear the word of
God,

“And when ihe priest had imparted unto them the
word of God, they all returned again diligently unto
their labors:

“And the priest,

covenant which ye have
children of Christ, his

and there
free”

not esteeming himself above his

hearers: for the preacher was no befter than the
hearer, neither was the teacher any better than the
learner: and thus they were all equal, and they did

all 1abor, every man according to his strength

“And they did impart of their sustance every man
according to that which he had, to the poor, and the
needy, and the sick, and the afflicled;

“And they did not wear costly apparel, vet they
were neat and comely;

“And thus they did establish the affairs of the
church; and thus they began to have continual peace

agam. nothwithstanding all their persecutions.

“And now because of the steadiness of the church,
they began to be exceeding rich; having abundance of
all things whatsoever they stood in need;

“And abundance of flocks, and herds, and fatlings
of every kind, and also abundance of grain, and of
gold, and of silver, and of precious things, and abund-
ance of silk and fine twined linen, and all manner of
good homely cloth,
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“And thus in their prosperous circumstances they
did not send away any who were naked, or that were
hungry, or that were athirst, or that were sick, or
that had not been nourished;

“And they did NOT SET THEIR HEARTS UPON
RICHES: THEREFORE THEY WERE LIBERAL TO
ALL, BOTH OLD AND YOUNG, BOTH BOND AND
FREE, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE, WHETHER OUT
OF THE CHURCH OR IN THE CHURCH, HAVING NO
RESPECT TO PERSONS AS TO THOSE WHO STOOD
IN NEED:

“And thus they did prosper and become far more
wealthy than those who did not belong to the chureh”
{(Alma 1:37-47).

“And it came to pass in the thirty and sixth year,
the people were all converted unto the Lord, upon
all the face of the land, both Nephites and Lamanites,
and there were no conientions and disputations among
them, and every man did deal justly one with another;

“AND THEY HAD ALL THINGS COMMON AMONG
THEM, THEREFORE THEY WERE NOT RICH AND
POOR, BOND AND FREE, BUT THEY WERE ALL
MADE FREE, AND PARTAKERS OF THE HEAVEN-
LY GIFT,

“And there were great and marvelous works
wrought by the disciples of Jesus, insomuch that they
did heal the sick, and raise the dead, and cause the
lame to walk, and the blind to receive their sight, and
the deaf to hear;

“And all manner of miracles did they work among
the children of men; and in nothing did they work
miracles save it were in the NAME OF JESUS” (4
Nephi 1:3-4, 6-7).

“And it came to pass that there was no contention
in the land, because of the love of God which did
dwell in the hearts of the people.

“And surely there could not be a happier people
among all the people who had been created by the hand
of God.

“And there were no robbers, nor murderers, neither
were there Lamanites, nor any manner of its; but they
were in one, the children of Christ and heirs 1o the
kingdom of God;

“And how blessed were they, for the Lord did bless
them in all their doings; vea, even they were blessed
and prospered, until an hundred and ten years had
passed away; and the first generation from Christ had
passed away, and there was no contention in all the
land” (Verses 17, 19-21).

These people were living the law of Zion, the Celes-
tial law, having this perfect love in their hearts one
toward another. 180 vears of such love and charity,
having no selfishness in their hearts! A Zionic con-
dition? most certainly.

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
AND IN PRAYERS.

“And fear came upon every soul; and many won-
ders and signs were done by the apostles.

“And all that believed were together, AND HAD
ALL THINGS COMMON; And sold their possessions
and goods, and parted to all men, as every man had
need,

“And they, continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did
eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart.

“Praising God, and having favor with all people.
And the Lord added to the church daily such as should
be saved” (Acts 2:42-47).

Here we find this perfect love one toward another,
the condition of Zion.

“And the multitude of them that believed were
of one heart and of one soul; neither said any of
them that aught of the things which he posssessed were
15 own; but they had all things common.

“And with GREAT POWER GAVE THE APOSTLES
WITNESS OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
JESUS; AND GREAT GRACE WAS UPON THEM ALL.

“Neither was there any among them that lacked;
for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold
them, and brought the prices of the things that were
sold; And laid them down at the apostles feet and dis-
tribution was made unto every man according as he had
need” (Acts 4:32-35).

Why are we not being taught this law of Zion by
the apostles and ministry of today? There is only
this one law which will bring about the condition of
Zion, and this is a complete consecration, surrendering
of our lives, hearts, might, mind, strength, talents and
possessions to Him and His cause, Zion; Where His
will can be done on earth as it is done in heaven;
this is the Celestial Law, this is what the Restoration
was to bring forth. Zion — a people and a place,
a city! Zion! There the Lord’s will is done in the
hearts and the lives of the people and there are no
rich or poor. All have their needs met and deal justly
one with another.

A city and a people of righteousness, prepared for
Christ’'s coming! What a wonderful condition fo live
in and raise our children in, a condition of righteous-
ness, being surrounded by God's love and God’s
pesple.

We could have this condition of Zien now and be
living in this perfect union of fellowship and love one
toward another, if we were able fo abide this law of
Zion.

We have the promise that Zion will be upon this
land, a city of Zion! But if we will not arise and obey
the law of Zion which has been given to us, then
the Lord has said He will raise gp a people who WILL
OBEY AND BUILD ZION, WHICH 50 MANY LATTER
DAY SAINTS HAVE LOOKED FORWARD TO AND
PRAYED FOR.

“For I the Lord reguireth the hearts of the children
of men.
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“Behold now it is called today, and verily it is a
day of sacrifice, and a day for the tithing of my people;
For he that is tithed shall not be burned; for after
today cometh the burning: This is speaking after the
manner of the Lord; For verily I say, tomorrow all
the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble:
and I will burn them up, for 1 am the Lord of hosts;
And 1T will not spare any that remaineth in Babylon.
Wherefore, if ye believe me, ve will labor while it is
called today” (Book of Commandments 65:29-35).

“Behold the Lord requireth the heart and a willing
mind; And the willing and obedient shall eat the good
of the land of Zion in these last davs:; And the re-
bellious shall be cut off out of the land of Zion, and
shall be sent away and shall not inherit the land:
For wverily 1 say that the rebellious are not of the
blood of Ephriam” (Verses 44-47).

“Bring ve all the tithes intc the storehouse, that
there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, It T will not open
you the windows of heaven, and pour out a blessing,
that there shall not be room enocugh fo receive it

“And 1T will rebuke the devourer for vour sakes,
and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground;
neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time
in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.

“And all nations shall call you blessed; for ve shall
be a delightsome land, saith the Lord of hosts” (Malachi
3:10-12).

Where do we see this wonderful promise being
fulfilled? Where are the storehouses that all of the
tithes can be brought info? No, we have not oheved
the commandment, so we have not received the won-
derful promises.

This can be done, and will be done, by a people
who will humble themselves before God, offering unto
Him the sacrifice of a broken heart and a contrite
spirit, and who will take His hand and let Him lead
them where He will

“Awake ye Saints of God, Awake! Call on the
Lord in mighty prayer, That He will Zion's bondage
break, and bring to naught the fowlers’ snmare” (Song
of Admonition).

Is Zion in bondage? Oh ves, for it is not flhurish-
ing and cannot flourish until we:; “Awake! fo union
and be one, or saith the Lord, Ve are nst mine.”

Yea, like the Father and the Son, let all the saints
in unien join” (Song of Admonition).

We find in Genesis 7:23 (1V), “And the Lord called
His people Zion, BECAUSE THEY WERE OF ONE
HEART AND MIND, AND DWELT IN RIGHTEOQUS.
NESS, AND THERE WERE NO POOR AMONG THEM .

In verses 20-21, “The Lord came and dwelt with His
people, and they dwelt in righteousness, and the fear
of the Lord was upon all nations, so great was the
glory of the Lord which was upon His people.”

And in verses 24-25, “And Enoch continued his
preaching in rightecusness unto the people of God.
And it came to pass in his days that he built a city
that was called “The City of Holiness” even Zion! and
Lo! Zion in process of time was taken up into heaven,
and the Lord said unto Enoch, “Behold! Mine abode
forever!”

“I am the Same which hath taken the Zion of
Enoch into mine own bosom” (Book of Commandments
40:3),

“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not
see death; and was not found, because God had trans-
lated him; for before his translation he had this testi-
mony, that he pleased God” (Hebrews 11:5).

We have the promise that Zion will return.

“And  Enoch also, the seventh from Adam,
prophesied of these, saving, Behold, the Lord cometh
with ten thousand of his saints” (Jude 1:14).

“And the Lord saith unto Enoch, As 1 live, even
s0 will I come in the last days, in the days of wicked-
ness and vengeance, to fulfill the oath which 1 made
unto you concerning the children of Noah” (Genesis
767y (LY.

“And the Lord saith unto Enoch, then shalf thou
and all the c¢ity meet them there: and we will receive
them inle our bosom; and they shall see us, and we
will fall upon their necks, and they shall fall upon our
necks, and we will kiss each other; And there shall be
mine abode, and it shall be Zion, which shall come forth
out of all the creations which 1 have made: and for the
space of a thousand years shall the earth rest” (Verses
71-725.

“But before the great day of the Lord shall come,
Jacob shall flourish in the wilderness: and the La-
manites shall blossom as a rose:

“Zion shall flourish upon the hills, and rejoice upon
the mountains, and shall be assembled together unto
the place which I have appointed” (Book of Command-
ments 52:25-26).

“Wo unto vou rich men, that will not give your
substance to the poor, for your riches will canker Vour
souls!  And this shall be your lamentations in the day
of visitation, and of judgment, and of indigation. The
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is
not saved!

“Wo unto you poor men, whose hearts are not
broken, whose spirits are not conirite, and whose
bellies are not satisfied, and whose hands are not
stayed from laying hold upon other men’s goods, whose
eves are full of greediness, who will no! labor with
thelr own hands!

“Butl blessed are the poor,
whose hearts are broken, and se spirits are con-
trite, for they shall see the Kingdom of God coming in
DOV and great glory unto their deliverance:

“For the fatness of the earth shall be theirs: For
hehold the Lord shall come, and His recompense shall
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be with Him, and He shall reward every man, and
the poor shall rejoice; and their generations shall
inherit the earth from generation to generation,, for

ever and ever)

But remember, these are they whose hearts are
broken and whose spirits are contrite, these are they
who are the pure in heart, in whom there is no guile,
no deceil.

YVes, we have so much fo live up 1o, if we are
to be the Lord’s people in truth and in deed.  And
we do have His promise to be with us to the end, if
only we will walk with Him and let Him lead us where
He will (Book of Commandments 58:18-24).

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, with all thy might. mind and strength:  And
in the name of Jesus Christ thou shalt serve him.
Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Book of Com-
mandments 60:10-12).

“Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God in all things.
Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in

righteousness. EVEN THAT OF A BROKEN HEART
AND A CONTRITE SPIRIT” (Verses 15-17).
Are We Truly The Lords People?

“1 the LORD am angry with the
Commandments 64:33)

wicked” (Book of

“] have sworn in my wrath and decreed wars upon
the face of the earth, and the wicked shall slay the
wicked, and fear shall come upon every man, and the
saints also shall hardly escape” (Verse 395).

“For 1 the Lord am not to be morcked in these last
days” (Verse 66).

Let us arise in mighty praver and fasting and put
on the FULL ARMOR OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS
CHRIST!

Are We Able To Abide The PURBE LAW OF ZION?
Everything of God points to this pure doctrine of a

complete sacrifice, a complete consecration, a full sur-
render of our lives, our all, to Him and His will

WIHO IS A JEW?
by Emil Heeb

Statements have been made that God favors the
Jews. This assumption has been made due to the fact
that many people do nol know, or can not distinguish
hetween Jewish and non-Jewish Israelifes. Nor do some
people know that most Israelites are not Jews. Vel if
all Israelites were Jews the assertion would still be
unscriptural, for if God would favor any individual,
group or nation, it could no fonger be said thal God
is no respecter of persons.

Some Israelites are Jews because they are descend-
ants of Judah, the son of Jacob. Others are not blood
relations of Judah, yet they are called Jews because
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they were citizens of Judea. Among these were many
as the tribe of Ben-
jamin. We guote {rom 5 Chron. 11:1, “When Rehoboam
came to Jerusalem, he gathered from the house of Judah
and Benjamin an hundred and fourscore thousand
chosen men . .. 7
For lack of a better ferm we shall eall these first
named, the genealogical Jews, 107 they are classe
as such by the records of genealogy.

One of the first
of authentic records of this 18 found in Joshua 151,
where we are told that the families (descendants of
the twelve sons of Jacob) were grouped into tribes and
given their imheritance. Thus we read concerning
Judah (Jews), “This then was the 1ot of the tribe of
Judah by their families even 1o the border of BEdom to
the wilderness of Zin From this date, about
1444 B. C. until the rebellion of [srael about 975 B. €,
none of the rest of the Israelites were called Jews,

At this time a new era dawned on Tsracl’s history.
The twelve-tribe kingdom of Israel became divided nto
two kingdoms. One was composed of ten tribes known
as lIsrael, the Northern kingdom. The other began
with the two tribes, Judah and Beniamin, as already
referrved to. But there were others that joined them-
selves to the kingdom of Judah. And as they became
citizens of the kingdom of Judah, they also were called
Jews. Thus for cu vience, we call all these the
national Jews. We read in 2 Chron 159, “And he,
(Asz) gathered all Judah and Bernjamin and the strang-
ers with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh and out of
Simeon: for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance,
when they saw that the Tord God was with him.”

There are those t t

a Jew. But others say that he could not have been a
Jew because in 1 Nephi 164-165 we read the following
information: “And it came to pass that my father Lehi
also found upon the plates of brass & genealogy of his
fathers. Wherefore he knew that he was a descendant
of Joseph; yea, even that Joseph who was the son of
Jacob, who was sold into Egy v

The

taken from 2 Chron 15:9 and t

passage >
following scriptures angwer 10
this problem. It is e that Lehi and hig
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them out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their

hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel came 1o Jerusalem,
to sacrifice to the Lord God of their fathers.”

S50 we see how Lehi and his family became (na-
tional) Jews, having been citizens of Judea, the south-
ern kingdom, and lived in Jerusalem all his days as
stated in the Book of Mormon. Bul he was, as in-
dicated above, of the iribe of Manasseh. The rest of
the family of Lehi were therefore non-Jewish Israelites,
having never been citizens of Judea, but were citizens
of the Nephite nation only on this land of America.

That there is no partiality or favoratism is well at-
tested by the two records, the Bible and Book of Mor-
mon. They both show that the Lord brought the gospel
to both western and the eastern hemisphere, that is,
to the {(Jews) Israelites in Jerusalem, and to those
Israelites that had emigrated to other couniries. Also
Paul set forth a coinciding testimony, while writing to
the Galatian Saints, “There is neither Jew nor Greek,
There is neither bond nor free, there is neither male
nor female, for ve are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal
3:28).

.
By Janice Hansen

I asked for wealth to comiort me,

For I'd seen so much misery

Brought on because of lack of things
Which I though only wealth could bring.

I asked for strength that I ne’er be
MNeedful of others to service me,

For I'd seen so much slavery,

Where men lacked strength and bravery.

1 asked for peace and solitude,

For I had seen man's changing mood.
Content to dwell alone was 1

With wealth and power by my side.

1 asked for fresh air and serenity,
For I'd breathed smoke, seen obscenity
1 asked for beauty all round me

I didn’t want man’s company.

I asked for sunlight, rolling hills,
I asked for land, green fields to till
For city life I had no need,
For T'd seen viciousness and greed.

And so [ asked for all these things,
Wealth and strength and all it brings,
And in the still of night 1 had

An answer from a voice s» sad:

“You ask for wealth, all needs to buy,

While in this world so many die,
Who have known all that riches bring,
But of their God knew not a thing.

You ask for strength, ne’er in need to be,
For you've seen so much misery.

But lack of wealth is not the cause,
But that God’s work has had to pause.

You ask for peace and solitude,

For you have seen man’s changing mood,
And yet for endless, endless time,

I have seen man’s downward climb.

You ask for fresh air and serenity
To get away from obscenity,

And yet my heart cries out for men
Who will help rid the world of sin.

You ask for sunlight, green fields to till,
While I have watched man’s soul grow ill,
And I have cried in the dark of night
For help to show the wayward light.

My heart is bleeding for worldly ways,
Has been anguished all its days,
Because there were so very few

Who lived as God had planned men to.

And men are the same as in vesteryear
It is not their God they fear,
But gain of worldly goods is their goal,
And THIS brings misery untold.

For wealth will not bring any joy
And strength becomes a useless toy
When they're compared with eternity,
They lose all their enormity.

And while one soul is black and dark
God wants e’er to kindle the spark
That will unite this soul and e
THEN will end man’s misery.

So leave your foolish dream behind
Win thyself a place divine

Go to the city jungles of sin

Help men’s souls for God to win.

And if you find this world has gloom,
Remember always that one room

Where 1 ate my last meal with men,
Then died that they might live again.

50 earn your rest with God by bringing
Your life to the point where it has some

meaning,

And glory great will be vours one day,
If you continue going GOD'S WAY.”
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REUNION NOTICES

Colorado Beunion Notice

The Colorado Reunion will be held on the 21st, 22nd,
and 23rd of June which dates fall on Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday. We would appreciate hearing from those
who are planning on attending in order that we may
make the necessary arrangements. Also 1t is important
that we remember in our prayers each of the wvarious
reunions as they take place during the vear,

Please write to one of the following:

Robert L. Ely

Route 4, 3201 BY, Rd

Grand Junction, Colo. 81501

John E. Bell
ioute 1, Box 341

Palisade, Colo. 81526

Allen Downs
3047 ¥ Road, Space 11

Grand Junction, Colo. 81501

Missouri Beunion Notiee

The Missouri Reunion will be held at Collins, Mo.
on the 26th, 27 and 28th of July.

It is suggested that those who can, bring camping
equipment as housing facilities ave limited. For hous-
ing, please contact:

E. J, McIndoo
Route 1, Box 67

Preston, Missouri 85732

Fverett Martin

Collins, Mo. 64738

Oren A. Caviness
Route 1, Box 67

Preston, Mo, 65732

It ig also sup

ggested that
contact the Collin’s Kitchen Committee for foods, etc
that might be needed, ag has been decided by former
Missouri Reunion Commitiee action, in order that ex-
pense might be kept to a minimum.

those who plan fo aftend

Michigan Reunion

The Michigan Reunion will be held on the 22nd and
23rd of June 1974 at the Bradley Local, Bradley,
Michigan.

For those interested in camping oul, there are camp-
ing facilities at K. 0. A, Camp grounds within two
miles of the Church. For further information contact:

Benjamin Laseur

Route #1
Hopkins, Michigan

P A

ZION'S ADVOCATE
Post Otlice Box 472

Independence, Missouri 84051

Second Class Postuge Poid
at Independence, Mo, 64050

2 el i N S

Wisconsin Beunwon

To be held August 3rd and 4th in the American
Legion Hall at Rio, Wisconsin, east of Portage, Wis-
consin on U, 8, Highway 16

Please notify the Reunion Committee ahead of time
$0 we can make arrangements for camping facilities
or Motel rooms.

We wish to invite as many of you as can to come and
fellowship with us for these itwo days We would
appreciate a card from those who are coming so we
can make arrangements,

Mrs. Mary
414 Harvey

Rio, Wisronsin

Addie

Isaac Brockman

Box 466
Sparta, Wisconsin
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