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Becawnse e Lives

Adele Lathrop

Because He lives, |, too, shall live;

The same life quickens me

That held His Spirit al

secure

Above the death-bound Tree.

Because He lives,

| cannot die.

Death signifies no loss;

My soul shall know but spirit-change

Because He knew the Cross.

Because He lives, His Cross transmutes

Death into lif
And failure, fear,

Love crowns

, for me;
disease, and death,

with victory.
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EDITORIAL . ...

THE FEAR OF THE LORD

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom:
a good understanding have all they that do his com-
mandments” (Psatm 111:10).

“The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him:
but the desire of the righteous shall be granted” (Prov-
erbs 10:24).

it is evident from the above scripture that there are
at least two kinds of fear—that which is exercised by
the righteous in their confidence toward Geod and that
which naturally affects the wicked. The former is justi-
fied in the sight of God: the latter is the result of
wickedness.

But what does it mean to fear the Lord? Does it
mean to be afraid of him? Or does it mean something
more than that?  According to the above scripture, the
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. In Psalm
3:4-5 we read, “For the Lord is great, and greatly to be
o {: he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods
of the nations are idols: but the Lord made the heavens.”
This is one very good reason why we should fear the
Lord, for he is great and his power boundless. The scrip-
es also tells us that God is love and that he is good.
These are two additional reasons why he is justly de-
serving of our fear toward him. But whether we choose
to serve him or not there remains a day of reckoning for
each of us. “Rejoice, O young man in thy youth, and let
thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk
in the wavs of thy heart, and in the sight of thine eyes:
but know thou, that for all these things God will bring
thee into judgment” (Beclesiastes 11:9). “For God shall
bring every good work into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Ec-
clesiastes 12:14). The fact that God will bring us to
judgment makes it all the more important that we exer-
cise the fear of God in our lives.

But this responsibility toward God should be born
out of love of him and his righteousness and not solely
use we are afraid of the consguences if we don't,
Our fear of him should be born out of respect for him,
our reverence and love of him and the awe we should
have of him and his infinile greatness.
we have seen above, fear is the beginning of wis-
dom and certainly it is a wise man who will exercise
this fear. However the fear of the Lord entails much
more than just being afraid. It enjoins us to obedi-
dience to his commands and a turning away from all that
is evil. *The fear of the Lord is to hate evil” (Proverbs
8:13). .. . and by the fear of the Lord men depart
from evil” (Proverbs 16:6). In Proverbs 1.7 we read that
“The fear of the Lord is beginning of knowledge.” And

i >0 tells us that “The fear of the Lord is clean,
o for ever.” The fear of the Lord is also the
urance that God will fulfill 21l his promises whether
unto Iife or death. “In the fear of the Lord is strong con-
fidence: and his children shall have 2 place of refuge.
The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, to depart from
the snares of death” (Proverbs 14:28-27). And “The
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fear of the Lord tendeth to life: and he that hath it shall
abide satisfied: he shall not be visited with evil” (Prov-
erbs 19:23).

Seeing that all these things are true it becomes ap-
parent that the fear of the Lord is to be greatly desired.
And like faith we cannot please God without it. The
Lord himself in 3 Nephi 11:8 states that he will be a
swift witness against them that “fear not me. We are
many times instructed to fear him. Psalm 2:11 tells us
to “Serve the Lord with fear” and Psalim 34:9 admonishes
us to ~O fear the Lord, ye his saints: {or there is no
want to them that fear him.” We are to serve the Lord
with fear lest at any time we should depart from hinn
For we fight not against flesh and blood. This is
why we are admonished to work out our salvation with
fear and trembling. But if we will do so there are cer-
tain blessings pronounced which will be ours to enjoy
“For there is no want to them that fear him.”

What are some of these rewards? By humility and
fear of the Lord are riches, and honour, and life”
{Proverbs 22:4), “For as the heaven is high above the
carth, so greal is his mercy toward them that fear him

Like a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear him” (Psalm 103:11-13. ©, . . yel surely I
know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which
fear before him: But if shall not be well with the wicked,
neither shall he prolong his days, V‘hich are as a Shadow
hecause he fearcth not before God” (Ecclesiastes 8:12-13

Of particular interest {o us in this Iroubl@u%
time are the promises of the Lord to those who fear
nwim in the latter dav. “The angel of the Lord en-
ampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth
them” (Psalm 34:7). “But unto you that fear my name,
shall the Son of righleousness arise with healing in his
wings; and ye shall go forth and grow up as calves of
the stall” (3 Nephi 11:23).

Truly the righteous man is abundantly
his obedience unto God. The rewards, both spiritual
and material, are greater than the service warranis.
But what aboul those who do not exercise fear in the
Lord? The Book of The Proverbs gives us a very ex-
cellent answer, “Because T have called, and ve refused;
1 have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded;
But ve have set at naught all my counsel, and would
none of my reproof: 1 aiso will laugh at your calamity; I
will mock when vour fear cometh; When your fear com-
eth as desolation, and your d@*‘ yetion cometh as a
whiriwind:; when distress and angui 531 cometh upon you.
Then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer; they
shall seek me early, but they ﬁha’j not find me; M}z that
they hated knowledge, fﬂ“i? DID NOT CHOOSE THE
FEAR OF THE LORD: ey would none of my counsel:

the

rewarded for

they depiseth all my prxom, Therefore shall they eat
of the fruit of their own X&'za,&: and be filled with

their own devices. For the turning away of the simple

shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy
them. But whoso hearkeneth unio me shall dwell safe-
ly, and shall be quiel from fear or evil” {(Proverbs

1:24-33).
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It becomes clear here that we have a cholce of two
fears. We may fear the Lord and be “quiet from fear
of evil” or else we may not fear the Lord and be given
over to the fear of evil. Thus it appears that without
the fear of the Lord certain other fears, common to all
those who know not God, takes its place. A good example
of this is found in Luke 21:26. “Men’s hearts failing
them for fear, and for locking after those things which
are coming on the earth:” But the righteous are told
not to fear these things., “And ve shall hear of wars and
rumors of wars: SEE THAT YE BE NOT TROUBLED”
{(Matthew 24:6). The righteous are instructed further
in Isaiah 8:12-13 thus, “Say ve not, A confederacy, to all
them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy;
neither fear ve their fear, nor be afraid. Sanctify the
Lord of hosts himself; AND LET HIM BE YOUR FEAR,
AND LET HIM BE YOUR DREAD!”

There is a time among the wicked however when the
wicked will suddenly become possessive of 1lhis fear
of the Lord. However this fear will not be so much out
of reverence for him as out of dread of him. “And
they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the
caves of the earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the
glory of his majesty, when he ariseth to shake terribly
the earth” (Isaiah 2:19). See also Revelation 6:12-17.

The sharp contrast between one who fears God and
one who does not becomes evident here in that the righ-
teous have confidence in their God to save them out of
all adversity causing their worldly fears to swallowed
up in him through faith while the wicked are given
over to the power of the evil one whereupon they be-
come subject to all the fears of the ungodly. The Lord
also “will choose their delusions, and will bring their
fears upon them; because when I called, none did answer;
when [ spake, they did not hear: but they did evil be-

for mine eyes, and chose that in which I delighted
not” (Isaiah 66:4).

But we who are of the household of faith should not
be subject to such fears. “For God hath not given us
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a
sound mind” I Timothy 1:7). “For ve have not re-
ceived the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have
received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father” {Romans 8:15). Continuing with I John 4:18 we
learn further, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love
casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that
feareth is not made perfect in love.” Moroni 8:18 con-
firms this thought, for in writing he says . . . I fear not

what man can do: for perfect love casteth out all

Knowing, as we do, the terrible things soon to frans-
pire among the children of men, fear will play no small
part in their affairs. We know also that according to
the Book of Mormon the kingdom of the devil which
shall be built up in the last days must shake. But what
does the Lord say of the rightecus and the wicked al that
time? “Wherefore, the rvighteous need not fear; for
thus saith the prophet, They shall be saved, even I it s0
be as by fire, . . . Yea, in fine, all those who belong to
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the kingdom of the devil, are they who need fear, and
tremble, and quake” (I Nephi 7:37-51). The righteous
shall be delivered. See also Malachi 4:1-2.

These should be words of comfort to us especially in
view of the awful calamities which are about to befall
the world. If we fear the Lord we need not fear the
calamities but if we fear not the Lord then we shall fear
the calamities,

The ultimate crisis will come when we are brought
before the throne of God to be judged for our works.
What a blessing this will be to the righteous for their
fear will not have been in vain, but what awful calamity
it will be to the wicked. For “It is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). And
the fearful have a dreadful fate to meet. For Revela-
tion 21:8 tells of “the fearful, and unbelieving” etc,
“shall have their part in the lake which burneth with
fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”

How important it is then that we do not misplace
our fear. For “the fear of man bringeth a snare: but
whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe”
{(Proverbs 29:25). And again “God is greatly to be fear-
ed in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in rever-
ence of all them that are about him” (Psalm 89:7).

In closing “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: FOR
THIS IS THE WHOLE DUTY OF MAN” (Ecclesiastes
12:13).

COME UNTO ME!
By
Janice Hansen

Race holds no barriers {for me,

I love each man the same:

His skin is black, your skin is white,
1 died for both the same.

He is yellow, you are red,
But I look not at skin

I probe the heart, the soul,
i always look within.

And if 1 only loved a man,

Whose skin was just like mine:
Then 1 would cease to love my God,
Who created all mankind.

Come unto me, every soul,
Be brothers one and all:

For when you truly love me,
All racial barriers fall!

“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sus-
tain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be
moved” {Psalm 55:22),
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MANN - KRUEGER WEDDING
On Saturday, May 23, 1970, Marlene Mann of Lee's
Summit, Missouri and Jerry Krueger of Independence,
Missouri were united in marriage. Marlene is the daugh-
ter of Margaret and Harry Mann of Lee’s Summit. Jerry’s
parents live in Omaha, Nebraska.

Marlene and Jerry were united in a simple ceremony
at the home of her mother (her father passed away sev-
eral vears ago) by Elder C. LeRoy Wheaton, Jr. They
wore attended by Marlene's cousin, Jerry Adams and
husband, Gary. Two of the bride’s aunts Doris Ratter-
ree and Luells Luff, were present as well as two cous-
ins, the sons of Jerry and Gary Adams. Mildred Wheat-
on was also present. Mr. and Mrs. Krueger, Jerry’s
parents, were unable to attend as his father had just
undergone a very serious operation.

Marlene and Jerry Krueger are at home at 305 North
Pleasant, Independence, Missouri 64050, May God’s
richest blessing be theirs to enjoy.

LeRoy Wheaton

A KING

A short while ago the Duke of Windsor was inter-
viewed on television before the British public. In the
interview he said he would have liked going on being
King “but 1 was going to do it under my own conditions.”

There is ancther, one Lord Jesus who wants to be
King in vour heart, but only on His own conditions. He
alone lavs out the requirements by which we can become
subjects of His kingdom. He alone gives the laws which
govern that kingdom. We can fulfill the requirement,
obey the laws and be citizens or we can choose our own
way and remain subjects of some other kingdom. There
is no bargaining table, no negotiations about the rules
in His kingdom; anything other than His conditions
would cause it to cease to be His. We of the United
Siates have mever had a King. 1 have sometimes won-
dered just what that emotion of allegiance is that people
in a monarchy feel for their sovereign. We call our
Lord by many names, authentic titles which He has
given us in reference to Himself: such as our Savior,
Redeemer, Shepherd, Master, Friend, but not nearly so
often do we casually refer to Him as our King., We are
not used to having a King. The term is so permanent.
we are used to officials which we elect for short periods
of time and can remove when or if they fail to please
us, Not so with a King. To a King we are enfirely
subservient. And until we have enthroned Him in our
hearts as King, we can scarcely really consider our-
selves His subjects. God has provided Him a throne
in the midst of the Heavenly Kingdom, can we do less
than offer Him a throne, first place in our hearts?

By One Concerned

“Righteousness exalieth a nation: but sin is a re-
proach to any people” (Proverbs 14:34).
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BEHOLD, | COME QUICKLY
By

William A. Sheldon
Part 1

Without doubt, the single most momentous event
which the world has even known, or ever will know,
is the resurrection of Jesus Christ with all its implica-
tions for the human family. Yet today, as never before
in the nearly 2000 years which have passed since that
stupendous event transpired, men are doubting, even
denouncing this greatest of gifts from God.

Moreover, the spirit of atheism which denies the
existence of a supernatural being, good or evil, is great-
1y on the increase and threatens the most firmly en-
trenched beliefs in God and in the divinely appointed
Son of God.

Many false gods have been invented to supplant the
true and only God of the universe, as recorded {rom the
earliest histories; but none has more subtlely or in
geniously undermined the true faith than the god of
modern science manipulated by psuedo-scientists, who
are, more often than not, the unwitting dupes of the
great arch deceiver, the god of this world, who is the
devil of all devils, and unrelenting enemy of God and
man.

1t is these psuedo-scientists, found in every branch
of the physical sciences, each seeking support from his
“fellow,” which have built an inter-twining network of
facts and theories {(supposed to be facts) which has shut
out the sunlight of truth from many of their students.

These remarks are not intended to cast doubt upon
true scientific research or those real scientists who rec-
ognize and acknowledge the fact that there is more to
science than its physical aspects; that it includes many
intangibles from the human standpoint alone, and from
which standpoint, understanding and truth will never be
attained, worlds without end. Such scientists compre-
hend to some degree that there are spiritual forces,
and readily consent to an uncaused Cause, Who is God,
from the many observable facts that there can be no
other answer!

The false doctrines of the physical sciences have,
by their very nature, denied God, yet not in so many
words.

But Satan is not content with a single, insidious line
of attack. He assaults the very bastions of faith, the
churches built in the name of God and of Jesus Christ.
Many of their hirelings deny the verities of the scrip-
tural record.

They say: Adam was not the first man; the creation

story is not to be taken literally; no world-wide flood;
Moses leading all Israel through the waters on dry
ground, and which waters afterwards drowned the hosts
of Pharoah-—a myth; the virgin birth of Christ—a fairy
tale: He was not the divine Son of God; His resurrection
—only a fable.

There is no miraculous event of the past or revela-
tion of the future but what is denied and ridiculed by
the learned men of our day. Buf Isaiah said:

“ .. For the wisdom of their wise men shall perish,
and the understanding of their prudent men shall be
hid” (Isaiah 29:14).

Nephi verifies, also:

“0 that cunning plan of the evil one!

“() the vainness, and the frailties, and the foolish-
ness of men!

“When they are learned, they think they are wise,
and they hearken not unto the counsel of God, for they
set it aside, supposing they know of themselves;

“Wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness, and it prof-
iteth them not. And they shall perish.

“But to be learned is good, if they hearken unto the
counsels of God” {2 Nephi 6:57-61).

However, the greatest danger to the members of the
Church of Christ, or, for that matter, to any professing
belief in God and in Jesus Christ, is to say, either con-
ciously or otherwise, “My Lord delayeth His coming.”

There is no subject which has engaged the attention
of the holy prophets, and about which they have spoken
by the Holy Ghost, as has that of the second coming of
Christ into the world; His coming in power and great
glory; an event which, for sheer, observable, physical
impact upon the world, has never been seen.

But it will be seen and experienced by all:

“Fehold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kin-
dreds of the earth shall wail because of him . . .7 (Hev-
elations 1:7).

For many, the coming of the Lord will be a time of
terror and destruction, but for some, a time of revival
and great joy.

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an
oven: and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them
neither root nor branch.

“put unto you that fear my name shall the Son of
righteouness (Jesus Christ/W.A.S.) arise with healing in
his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves
of the stall” (Malachi 4:1, 2).
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For those of us who believe, then, it is well that we
search diligently into the scriptures, asking God for
light, and then to make such rapid correction of our
lives, and spiritual development, as shall enable us fo
“stand” and not fall. Surely the events of our time
should cause us to realize that the coming of Christ is so
near as to be within the expected life span of most of us,
even in this generation,

Jesus said:

. As a snare shall it come on all of them that
dwell on the face of the whole earth.”

But He obviously excepfs the saints:

“Watceh ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may
be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke
21: 35, 36).

Again, Daniel said:

“Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried;
but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wick-
ed shall understand; but the wise shall understand” (Dan
iel 12:10).

Jesus gave certain signs regarding His second ad-
vent, to which we should like to call attention, and He
said:

“. .. When vou see these things come to pass, know ye
that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand {(or the second
coming of Christ/W.AS5)

“Verily T say unto you, This generation shall not pass
£111 all shall be fulfilled” (Luke 21:31, 32).

The signs of which Jesus spoke and for which we are
to look and thereby understand “that it is nigh, even at
the doors” (Mark 13:29), are briefly, these:

[y

. Signs in the sun, moon and stars.

. Distress of nations, with perplexity.

The sea and the waves roaring.

Barthquakes in divers places.

Men’s hearts failing them for fear.

The earth to be corrupt and filled with violence.
Famines and pestilences.

. Nation shall rise against nation.

9. Many shall come in Christ’s name, and shall de-
ceive many.

10. False Christs and false prophets.

i1. An abomination of desolation.

12. Jerusalem to be no longer trodden down of the
Gentiles,

Reference is made to Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21
and Genesis 6: 5, 11.

This list is not to be considered as a chronological
listing of events, Most of them are contemporaneous, and
by their very frequency, a continual, endless round of
circumstances; the human mind of the many becomes
dulled to the sensational, the spirit inured to tragedy,
violence and wickedness.

For this reason, men will say in their hearts (and
some openly), “My Lord delayeth His coming” (Matthew
24:55). :

If yvou will suggest to people that these signs give
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evidence that the second coming of Christ is near at
hand, and be so bold as to say that it will undoubtedly
happen within thirty years from now, most of them will
give you a look of unbelief, to say the least, and if they
are of the rapidly increasing number of atheists and
agnostics, they will laugh vou to scorn.

Knowing this Peter admonished the disciples of his
day 1o be “mindful of the words which were spoken be-
fore by the holy prophets, and of us the apostles of
the Lord and Saviour:

“. .. That there shall come in the last days scoffers,
walking after their own lusts.

“And saving, Where is the promise of his coming?
(coming of Christ/W.AS) {for since the f{athers fell
asleep, all things continue as they were from the be-
ginning of the creation” (2 Peter 3:2-4),

O wyes, they say, these things seem more prevalent
because our means of communication is better; we
hear more aboul world events, and even in our local
communities.

But Peter again says that in this they are will-
ing ignorant, forgetting the flood of waters which clean-
sed the earth in Noah's day, and shutting out from the
mind that (as Jesus said):

... As in the days of Noe (Noah/W. A58 were, so
shall also the coming of the Son of man be” (Matthew
24:37; Luke 17:26).

“likewise also as it was in the davs of Lot .. " (Luke
17:28).

Now, as the same conditions were o exist just before
the coming of Christ as did in Noah's and Lot’s day,
which produced destruction from the Almighty, why
should we think that God has “mellowed” since then,
or has changed, so that He would not bring down de-
struction upon this wicked generation in the latter days?

He is the Lord; He changes not; therefore, it is only
a question of time, accopding to His timetable into
which every dispensation has been properily fitted, until
He will indeed fulfill all things spoken of by the holy
prophets.

The word of the Lord has come in these last few
days saying:

“And thus, if the people of this generation harden
not their hearts, I will work a reformation among them,
and T will put down all lvings, and deceivings, and
priesterafts, and envyings, and strifes, and idolatries,
and sorceries, and all manner of iniquities, and T will
establish my church, like unto the church which was
taught by my disciples in the days of old.

“And now if this generation do harden their hearts
against my work, behold 1 will deliver them up unto
Satan, for he reigneth and hath much power at this
time, for he hath got great hold upon the hearts of the
people of this generation: and not far from the iniquities
of Sodom and Gomorrah do they come at this time; and
behold the sword of justice hangeth over their heads,
and il they persist in the hardness of their hearts, the
time cometh that it must fall upon them. . . .7 (Book of
Commandments 4:5, 6).
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Nephi records essentially the same thought:

“And it shall come 1o pass, saith the Father, that the
sword of my justice shall hang over them at that day;
an except they repent, it shall fall upon them, saith the
Father, vea, even upon all the nations of the Gentiles”
(3 Nephi 9:56).

That generation did harden their hearts, and more
so has the present; therefore the word of the Lord is
fulfilled thus far, for they have been delivered up to
Satan.

Corruption and violence are rampant in our land;
the cup of iniquity is brimming to overflow with murder,
rape, robbery, extortion, adultery, lying and deceiving,
priesterafts, envy, strife, idolatry, sorcery, and all man-
ner of iniquity. There are witcherafts and soothsayers
(diviners) tampering with the occult, or evil spirits,
seducing many from the true worship. Astrology is in-
ereasingly popular, seemingly harmless, but believed to
reveal wisdom in the course of human affairs.

The secret orders, in their wicked combinations, plot
the overthrow of all nations by subverting their {ree-
doms. The evidence is clear in our land. Read Ether
3:92-102.

Some of the Restoration Movement have rejected
Joseph Smith as a prophet; have rejected all latter day
recorded revelations: have rejected doctrinal points of
light and truth which God has revealed, and which glor-
iously overshadow the precepts of men in the sectarian
churches: deny a restoration of holy priesthood auth-
ority: deny a divinely appointed and organized Church
of Christ; reject the apostolic office; reject the belief
in a latter-day temple of the Lord and the establishment
of a literal Zion for the gathering of the saints and the
house of Israel; reject the Book of Mormon as a divinely
translated word of the Lord and historical record.

In a word: the Gentiles are rejecting the fullness of
the gospel (both those who are within and outside the
Church of Christ), just as Christ said they would do
read (3 Nephi 7:34, 35).

In all these things, Satan has deceived the multitudes,
and leads them carefully down to destruction. The gates
of hell are opened wide to receive such.

Is it any wonder, then, that an offended God should
pring upon the nations the revulsions of the forces of
nature? ,

The present concern for environmental pollution
only vaguely illustrates the problem. The over-riding
pollution is within the spirit of man.

“The earth also is defiled under the inhabitanis
thereof; hecause they have transgressed the laws,

changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting coven-

ant.

“Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and
they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the in-
habitants of the earth are burned, and few men left”
(Isaiah 24:5, 6).

Further:

“  The destroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he
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waste, without an inhabil-

nis place to make thy land desolate;
I be laid

“For the day is near, even the day of the Lord is
r, a cloudy day

a0y

(Ezekiel 30:3).

Jesus sald Lo those who believed and followed Him:

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have

- hie savour, wherewith shall it (the world/W.A5) be
7 it iz thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast

out and to be trodden under foot of men” (Matthew

403

5:138).

Teaish affirms the same judgment, thus:

When the overflowing scourge shall pass
| then ye shall be trodden down by it” (Isaiah

And he further calls it “a consumption, even deler-
17 {Isaiah 28:22).
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There is no conflict here.

As s0 often happens, his-

tory repeats itself, and events of ancient date fore-

shadow the more momentous events of the latfer days.

bt out more plainly in the Inspired Trans-
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We are mainly concerned, of course, with the events
of our day, and how they affect the future, according
to prophecy.
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2. Jeremiah, speaking for the Lord, says:
“ 1 will bring evil from the north, and a greal
destruction . . . and the destroyver of the Gentiles is on

way' (Jeremiah 4:6, 7).

from on high . . . against
th .. . for the Lord hath a
] [ plead with all flesh;

| shall war

controversy with the na 18 wil
he will give them that are wicked to the sword . . .
and the siain of the Lord shall be at that day >
end of the earth even unio
L, {Jeremiah 25:80-33).
3. Erekiel approaching “day of the Lord” as
“a cloudy day: it shall be the time of the heathen.”
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4. Daniel was shown that “there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation
even to that same time,” and that an “abomination that
maketh desolate” was to have been set up (Daniel 12:1,
11y,

5. Jesus indicated this was to be in the latter days as
well as in 70 A.D. Because the Jews had rejected Him
and all the prophets, He told them:

“Behold your house is left unto you desolate” (Mat-
thew 23:37, 38).

They were killed and taken captive; thus shall it also
be in our time.

6. Joel speaks also of the “day of the Lord” as “a
day of darkness” etc.; that there shall be “a great peo-
ple and a strong,” and “the Lord shall utter his voice
before his army.” There shall be “the heathen,” and are
called “the northern army” (Joel 2).

7. Ezekiel speaks of Gog, of the land of Magog, “the
chief prince of Meshech and Tubal;” that he will come
against the “mountains of Israel” (nations of Israel,
which includes the present nation called Israel, as well
as the U.S.A., which is an “Israel” nation because of
Ephraim and Manasseh being located here) in the latter
davs. (See Ezekiel 38 and 39,

According to Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, Magog
is the general area of dwelling of Gog, which is of the
Scythian race found generally north of the Black and
Caspian 5eas.

Thus we have described for us a heathen people (non-
believers in God), living north of the land of Israel
where the prophets lived, and north of the Black and
Caspian Seas.

Surely this is generally descriptive of the Russian
people and nation, which is apparently outstripping the
1.8, and the world in military armament, preparing for
the day soon to come when they feel sufficiently strong,
with their allies, to overpower any possible combination
against them.

Make no mistake about it: it is the Lord’s army which
he shall bring against these wicked nations which have
forgotten Him. Gog will not understand it so, but he
will be the instrument of God’s justice, and later will
the Lord vent his fury upon him also.

They shall prevail for a time, but the Lord shall
spare His people.

“Wherefore, the righteous need not fear, for thus
saith the prophet, They shall be saved, even if it 50 be as
wy fire” (1 Nephi 7:37).

Part 2
In our previous study, we covered, briefly, the un-
belief and wickedness which was to characterize the
general disposition of the nations in the last days, and
would result in the judgments of God being poured out.
It should be observed that His purpose is not retri-
butive for the sake of the divine wrath, alone, but ulti-
mately to bring peace through repentance and reconcili-
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ation of the nations to Himself. He will destroy the
wicked, but save the penitent who call upon Him for
deliverance.

Though he chasten His people severely for their
slothfulness and unbelief, yet will He turn and have
mercy upon them. Christ shall come, ushering in the
great thousand year reign of peace, bestowing un
dreamed spiritual joy upon the sainis in His presence,
with abundance of physical blessings far superior fo
anything of present earthly desire.

Of the nations outside the “camp of the saints,” those
unworthy to dwell in the presence of Christ, but having
been spared as the more righteous peoples of the earth,
those who had come against Jerusalem to battle, but were
not destroved—if they shall come up “from year to year
to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts,” and “keep the
feast of tabernacles” (Zechariah 14:16-18), they shall
be blessed, but if not, they shall not have rain and shall
be smitten with plagues.

It is evidently of these that there shall come again
wickedness into the Lord’s vineyvard (the world). They
shall be gathered by Satan, after the thousand years,
to come against the Lord and His people: they shall be
destroyed, and Satan and his angels and the sons of
perdition cast into the “lake of fire and brimstone,”
which is the second death. See Jacob 2:145-153 and
Revelation 20.

This very brief resume of the triumph of the king-
dom of God is given here to point up the value of our
preparation now, to escape the wrath to be revealed, and
to receive the manifold favor of God to come.

Returning to a consideration of the days of our time,
we recall that “asg it was in the days of Noah, so shall it
be also in the days of the Son of man. . . . Likewise also
as it was in the days of Lot” {(Luke 17:26, 28).

Then Jesus said, concerning both of those times:

“They did eat, they drank, they were given in mar-
riage . . . they bought, they sold, they planied, they
builded” (Luke 17:27-28).

This may appear somewhat strange. We might say,
“What is wrong with these things? Well, nothing is
wrong—except!

Do you remember that Jesus cautioned against being
over-dndulgent in the things of this life?

“. .. Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness,
and eares of this life, and so that day come upon you
unawares.

“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may
be accounted worthy fo escape all these things that
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of
man” {Luke 21:34, 35).

Now, if we will not take heed in these things, soon
they become the overriding factors in life: we are laying
up treasures on earth, rather than in heaven. There-
fore, earthly things, our cares and pleasures, have be-
come as gods to us, and we may soon forget the great
God of heaven (for His commandment is everlasting life




July 1970

e T

and eternal bliss and peace); forget to place all our trust
in Him: forget to worship Him in spirit and in truth.
In these things, or in this manner, the ordinary, every-
day affairs of life can push God out of the picture.

But remember—He is a jealous God! He will not
pe ignored! If we will not turn to Him willingly, giving
Him our greatest love and devotion, then shall the
sword of His justice be revealed in destruction of all the
rebellious, and wrath upon the slothful who have for-
gotten Him!

Generally speaking, in this country, we are an af-
fluent society, with more and more time for leisure and
pleasure, and the ability (with the help of the credit
card) to indulge these cravings. almost said, satisfy
these cravings. But they are virtually insatiable for
most people, and when one thing is atfained, there ap-
pears another and another. So we reach out for more,
often spending beyvond our financial, mental and physi-
~al Himits. We speak not only of the acquistion of ma-
terial or money, but of the outreach for position in life,
prestige, power and all manner of carnal desires.

If our efforts are to meet the normal demands of our
living—well and good. If they are fo obtain for the
benefit of others, too—so much the better. But the
danger is in the spirit of selfishness predominating and
corrupting our soul, forgetting the true values of life.

The Lord has said:

“Lay not up for vourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal:

“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor steal:

“For where vour treasure is, there will your heas
be also” {(Matthew 6:19-21).

Dear friends, this is not only applicable in the ulti-
mate relationship of man with God, but will have a
definite bearing upon our survival and ability to “stand”
in the days of tribulation immediately upon us.

“It shall be as when an hungry man dreameth, and,
behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty:
or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and behold, he
drinketh: but he awaketh, and behold, he is faint, and
his soul hath appetite: so shall all the nations be, that
fight against mount Zion” (Isaiah 29:8).

And again:

“Wherefore do ve spend money for that which is not
bread? and your labor for that which satisfieth not?
hearken diligently unto me, and eat that which is good
{partake of the gospel of Christ/W. A8, and let your
soul delight itself in fatness” Isaiah 55:2).

Now, there were other things about Lot’s day that
will bear some notice, remembering that it applies
now, as well.

Not only was there inordinate sexual appetite and
perversion, but great callousness and cruelty towards
one’s fellow man. An interesting account of those davs
is given in the Book of Jasher, in which is revealed the
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inhumanity of Sodom and Gomorrah, and two other
cities.

The judges and people erected special beds in the
streets. If a stranger came, he was forced to lie upon
the bed, and if he was shorter than the bed, he was
strefched; if longer than the bed, the ends of the bed
were drawn together. If appears he was crushed small-
er. In either case, it was nigh to death, with no pity.

If a stranger came thal was hungry, they gave him
silver and gold, but proclaimed to the whole city not to
feed him. When he died from hunger, those who gave
him the geold and silver took the same, and then they
fought for his clothes. Afterward, they buried him in
the desert.

We mention this because of similar heartlessness
exhibited in recent years and months in our cities.

One example: a wom
in plain view of many
cries for help.

Another woman was stabbed repeatedly, robbed and
left in the sight of several witnesses. Then the man
returned, and stabbed her several more f{imes, after
which, T believed she died.

an beaten, stripped and raped
people, with po response to her

An elderly woman was having her purse snatched,
but hung on. There were several witnesses, but no
help until an officer arrived. One man told her o give
it to the thief

Two policemen were in an auto accident and injured,
When some went to help, one bystander said, “Let them
die—who cares?”

A wvoung man crawled to a narrow ledge atop an
11-story building, undecided whether to jump or not.
Crowds rushed to see. Ope said, “Chicken—go ahead
and jump.” Another said, “I hope he jumps on this
side, We couldn’t see him if he jumped over there”

And so, we might go on and on, relating the similari-
ties between Noah's and Lol's days and the present, but
what is the use? 1t is later than we think!

Well, but is it really in our time? Can 11 be in this
present generation? And what is a generation?

This question hag been covered before, but we feel
it important enough to repeal in connection with this
;}i'csmi study of the prophecies,

Remember that Jesus said:

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree: When his
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ve know
that swnmer is nigh:

“So likewise ve, when ve shall see all these things,
know that it is near, even at the doors.

“Verily 1 say unto vou, This generation (in which
these things iranspire, A5 shall not pass, till all
these things be fulfilled” (Matthew 25:32-35).

‘;1‘5‘:’4 generation was to see was
he “trodden down of
Gentile times should

Among the things
that Jerusalem shou 1"1 no longe
the {wz“?ﬁos 7 and at that time, the

be fulfilled (see Luke 21:24)
I know it is:, generally believed that this occurred in
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June of 1967 in the amazing six-day war between Israel
and her Arab neighbors. At that time, the portion of
the city of Jerusalem occupied by the Arabs was taken
over by the Israelis, and they have a fixed determina-
tion to retain it: it is not negotiable, so far as they are
concerned.

However, Jerusalem is not to be considered as only
a city, but rather, it is representative of the whole nation
of Israel, just as Washington, D. C., London, and Paris
are representative of the respective nations.

Qur news reporters tell us that such and such has
come from Moscow, or the Kremlin, and it represents
the voice of Russia—ijust so with Jerusalem.

The Book of Mormon tells us that Jesus was “born
of Mary at Jerusalem.” We understand that the city of
birth was at Bethlehem, but our reference was not a lie,
for it continues on:

“ . Which is the land of our forefathers” (Alma
5:18-19).

The reason for these remarks is because of my belief
that the land of Jerusalem was released from Gentile
domination many years before 1967, hence has not been
“tyodden down” since that release: the Gentile times
were closed then, not in 1967, and so it is later than
many think!

Chapter 48 of the Book of Commandments sheds
some light upon this matter, and so we turn and read a
portion of a revelation to Joseph Smith regarding the
same interview between Christ and His apostles as re-
corded in Matthew 24. He spoke of the desolation to
come upon the city of Jerusalem and the ancient temple
(refer to verses 25 to 28):

“And this I have told you concerning Jerusalem, and
when that day shall come, shall a remnant be scattered
among all nations, but they shall be gathered again; but
they shall remain until the times of the Gentiles be ful-
filled.

“And in that day shall be heard of wars and rumors
of wars, and the whole earth shall be in commotion

”

In this connection, let us turn to 1 Nephi 3:232-237,
of which we quote a parl:

“And it came to pass that I beheld that the wrath of
God was poured out upon the great and abominable
church, insomuch that there were wars and Tumors of
wars among all the nations and kindreds of the earth.

“And when the day cometh that the wrath of God is
poured out upon the mother of harlots, which is the
great and abominable church of all the earth, whose
foundation is the devil,

“Then at that day, the work of the Father shall com-
menee, in preparing the way for the fulfilling of his
covenants which he hath made to his people, who are
of the house of Israel”

What was a part of “his covenants?” That they
should be gathered back to their lands of inheritance!
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This reference from the Book of Mormon regarding
wars and rumors of wars upon all nations, had its be-
ginning of fulfillment with World War I, and it was to

e at that time that God would commence to gather His
people of Israel back to Canaan, the land of Jerusalem,
and when it would no longer be “trodden down of the
Gentiles”

The sense of the term “trodden down’ is clearly,
under complete domination. Therefore, if something
happened at the time of that war to release the land
of Jerusalem from Gentile domination, and preparing
the way that it might be a homeland for the Jews, then
we may be certain that we are living in the very genera-
tion of which Jesus spoke, “shall not pass, till all these
things be fulfilled,” and this includes the second coming
of Christ in great power and glory.

We make no pretensions of knowing “‘the day nor
the hour” (which is impossible), but Jesus sald when we
saw these signs, that His coming was ‘‘near, even at the
doors.” and that we should “look up and lft up your
(our/W.A.8) heads; for vour redemption draweth nigh.”

History records the notable Balfour Declaration in
1917 on behalf of England, that Palestine was to be pre-
served as a homeland for the Jews, which was con-
curred in by the U. 8., France and Italy.

These four nations are evidently the “four carpen-
ters” (Zechariah 1:20, 21) which “cast out the horns of
the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of
Judah to scatter it.”

This declaration and provisional step for the gather-
ing of the Jews to the land of Jerusalem rcould not have
been taken without another most remarkable occurrence
in fulfillment of prophecy.

“As birds flving, so will the Lord of hosts defend
Jerusalem: defending also he will deliver it; and passing
over he will preserve it” (Isaiah 31:5).

This was literally fulfilled at the time that General
Allenby (of England) was preparing to capture Jerusa-
lem from the Turks (in World War I). He didn’t want to
fire upon it because of its religious and historical sig-
nificance, so he wired the Prime Minister of London
for advice. Being told to do as he thought best, he still
hesitated, then wired the King. He was admonished to
make it a matter of prayer, which he did, with all his
officers. Rising from their knees, a herald approached
with a flag of truce; the governor of Jerusalem sur-
rendered.

As Allenby entered the eity, the Turks had second
thoughts and prepared to fire their field artillery against
the city. Suddenly, airplanes (as birds flying) appeared,
and the Turks retreated without firing a shell.

We feel this prophecy and its fulfillment to be of
great significance in pointing up the end of (Gentile
domination (treading down) of the land of Jerusalemn,
and also signalling the close of the times of the Gen-
tiles.

Returning now to the Book of Commandments 48,
we found (v. 25) that the Jews were to be scattered
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among the nations, and remain so “until the times of the
Gentiles be fulfilled” (and we have found that this was
to be at the time of World War I).

“ .. And men’s hearts shall fail them, and they shall
say that Christ delayeth his coming until the end of the
earth.

“And the love of men shall wax cold, and iniquity
shall abound; and when the time of the Gentiles is
come in, a light shall break forth among them that sil
in darkness, and it shall be the fulness of my gospel;
but they receive it not, for they perceive not the light,
and they turn their hearts from me because of the pre-
cepts of men: and in that generation shall the times of
the Gentiles be fulfilled.

“And there shall be men standing in that generation
that shall not pass, until they shall see an overflowing
scourge; for a desolating sickness shall cover the land”
(Ibid. 26-28).

Again the question: what is a generation, from a
seriptural or prophetic standpoint? The Book of Mor-
mon gives us the answer,

Jesus rejoiced over the generation of those to whom
He appeared on this continent, saying that none of
them should be Jost; but He sorrowed over the fourth
generation, because He foresaw that they would be led
captive by the devil fo their uiter destruction, both
physically and spiritually {see 3 Nephi 13:7-10).

Samuel, the Lamanite prophet, had, only a few years
earlier, spoken of this same destruction, saying that it
should be within four hundred years (see Helaman 5:10-
13).

Putting these two texts together, we may easily see
that four generations is 400 vears; hence, one geners-
tion is 100 vears.

Using this measuring stick, we again return fo our
Jook of Commandments 48 text,

When the time of the Gentiles was to come in, the
fulness of the gospel was to shine forth; but in the same
generation, the Gentiles times were to be {ulfilled,

The Book of Mormon was published to the world in
1829 and the kingdom of God (Church of Christ) was
restored (organized according to the commandment of
God) on April 8, 1830, Surely, the light did break forth
in 1829-30, and the Gentile times “came in.”

Gentile nations were to have their opportunity 1o
hear and obey the fulness of the gospel, “but they
receive it not, for they perceive not the light.”

This rejection closed the heavenly portals against the
nations {though individuals, largely of Israel, or Eph-
raim, have received the word with gladness through the
vears), and thus has closed the Gentile times in the
same generation. 1829-30 plus 100 vears gives us a time
imit of 1829-30 for that generation.

We have found that the land of Jerusalem was no
longer trodden down of the Gentiles after 1917, and from
then, has been gradually repopulated by the scattered
Jews.

Prior to this, in about 1853, the former and latter
rains had begun coming upon that land, which had been
parched for centuries through the divine curse because
of Israel's wickedness.

This too had been prophesied (Isaiah 29), and was o
occur shortly after the greal latter day restoration of
the fulness of the gospel. All of this shows the won-
derful preparation made by God for the recovery of His
people to Himself, and the second coming of Christ.

The “desolating sickness” spoken of in Book of Com-
mandments 48:28 which was to come in “that genera-
tion,” occurred in 1918, with scarcely a nation escaping.
The great influenza plague struck millions of lives, un-
told numbers of whom perished.

Now, again remember that in the same generation
that these things were to be seen, “all those things”
would be fulfilled. ¥very sign of which Jesus spoke
has surely come to pass except the coming “abomina-
tion of desolation” and the spectacular heavenly display
just preceding the glorious appearance of Christ in the
clouds of heaven. All of these things, except as noted,
have come 1o pass since the outbreak of World War I in
1914, and we may expect to witness ever more calami-
tous and destructive events upon all nations.

We are perhaps wearied and terrified by such re-
hearsals, but we must understand that destruction and
desolation awaits the wicked.

Nevertheless, grace, mercy and salvation, are for
the obedient, faithful saints of God.

One recorded item from the Book of Jasher, just
before the flood, will serve to illustrate God's mercy
upon the righteous.

It may come as a surprise that there were those
who were righteous other than Noah and his family; but
in that self-same vear of the flood, the Lord took them
in death,

This harmonizes with Isaiah 57:1:

“The righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to
heart: and merciful men are taken away, none consid-
ering that the righteous is taken awav from the evil
to come,”

For those of the righteous who remain, a spiritual
“ark” is to be prepared (ZION), hiding them from the
“floods” of the “overflowing scourge.”

They will be greatly tried, but the Lord will keep
them in perfect peace who trust in Him.

William A. Sheldon

{to be continued)

“Thou shall arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the
time to favour her, vea, the set time, is come. For thy
servants take 1 i 1 favour the dust
thereof, So the heathen shall fear the name of the
Lord, and all the kings of the earth thy glory. When the
Lord shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory”
{(Psalm 102:13-16).
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WERE THERE HORSES IN AMERICA
PRIOR TO THE SPANISH
CONQUEST

3y The Wheatons

1. A few days ago, we received a letter from some
members of the Church of Christ, who were making 2
study of the Book of Mormon, in which the following
question was asked:

While we were having Book of Mormen classes 2
question came up. ... We wondered if there were draw-
ings of horses in any of the Maya Indian drawings down
there, that is, we wanted to know if there was a way of
disproving the theory that there weren't horses here
(in America) before the Conquistadors brought some.

2. We are happy to state that we can affirm, without
hesitation, that there is overwhelming evidence that
horses existed in the Americas, long prior to the Con-
guest of America. It is sad o recall that at the time
of the Conquest a very zealous Spanish migsionary,
Diego de Landa, caused all of the ancient Mayan records
they could lay hands on, to be collected at Mani, near
Dzan, where the Church of Christ is located, and burn
them, or caused the metals on which some of them were
engraved to be melted up, and the gold and silver thus
obtained was shipped to Spain as loot. Consequently,
most of their written, or demotic documents, which had
been made on a sort of papyrus or parchment were
destroyed.

3. But, on the other hand, this is not the only means
by which such evidences were preserved.  Among the
stone carvings of the Maya ruins, at Chichen Itza, the
pictograph characters of the Newspaper of the Rock
in the petrified forest of Arizona, and the asphalt pits
of California, and sand pits of many other places of
North America the evidence of Pre-Spanish horses have
been preserved. For instance, on the walls of one of the
ancient structures at Chichen Itza in northeastern Yuca-
tan, there is to be found embedded in a wall; a large
square stone on which has been carved the likeness of a
horse, with a man standing near it, which would indicate
domestication of the animal. I purpose in my forthcom-
ing trip to that area to obtain some good photographs
of this carving, both in color and black and white.
Reference to this carving is to be found in Archaeology
of the Book of Mormon, page 7, by Milton R. Hunter,
published by the Deseret Book Company, Salt Lake City,
Utah.

4. During our travels in the mission field, we have
taken occasion to visit a number of the largest Museums
in the United States, Canada and Mexico, as well as the
great Museums of Antiguities in London, Turino, Italy,
Jerusalem, and Cairo, in search of archaeological ma-
terial. Among them the Museum of Natural History in
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, the Museum of Natural
History in Denver, Colorado, also at Toronto and Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada, especially in reference to the fauna
of the Americas, and in all of these museums we found
the fossil remains of horses, which we have photograph-
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ed, showing beyond successiul contradictions, that
horses had existed here many milleniums prior to the
coming of the Conguistadors to these shores. In the
Regina Museum especially, attention is called to the fact
that horses were apparently indigenous to America, and
found their way across the [rozen waters of the Bering
Straits. and down into Asia and the Old World, only to
be brought back to the Americas again, supposedly by
the Spaniards. If this is true, then it will be interesting
for the exponenis of the theory of the horse bheing
brought to the Americas for the first time by the Span-
jards, to explain away the fact that the ancient Mayas
carved the likeness of a domesticated horse, with a man,
on the walls of one of their structures over five hundred
vears before the conquest as has been pointed out above.
It could not have been carved in this place after the
Conguest, for most all authorities on the archaeology of
this area, Chichen Itza, agree that this great city was
ahandoned about 1000 AD., and was bulll many cen-
turies prior to that date. In fact, an examination of
many of the temples there show that long prior to the
erection of those structures and femples which are now
to be seen there, much older temples are found in ex-
cellent conditions of preservation over which the present
temples have been erected. This is also true at Uxmal,
Sayil, Monte Alban, Cholula, Teneyucca and other places.
It is related that the temples of the subjected peoples,
who had been conquered by the Aziecs of the Valley of
Mexico, were never destroyed, but rather they were
covered over as mounds, or other temples erected over
them. 'This was the case at Cholula, where we find
six pyramid temples built one over the other and the
oldest is given the dating of about 5000 years ago.

5 Summing up this brief review concerning Pre-
Spanish horses, I wish to give two references from the
Book of Mormon, out of some fourteen or more other
ses on the subject of horses, as follows:

“They had . . . also all manner of cattle, of oxen, of
cows, and of sheep, and swine, and of goats, and also
many kinds of animals which were useful for the food
of man.

“And they also had horses, and asses, and there were
elephants, and cureloms and cummons; all of which
were useful unto man, and more especially the ele-
phants and the cureloms and curmmons” (Ether 4:20-21).

6. The people of Ether, known as the Jaredites, ac-
cording to the Book of Mormon secount, came o Ame
erica from the great tower of Babel where the languages
were confounded, (circa 2500 to 5000 B.C). Therefore
from this reading, we note that the horse was here at
the time of the Jaredites, which agrees with the accounts
of the antiquarians. Then again, the following:

“And it came to pass, that we did find the land of
promise, as we journeyed in the wilderness, that there
were beasts in the forest of every kind, both the cow,
and the ox, and the ass, and the herse, and the goat,
and the wild goat, and all manner of wild animals,
which were for the use of man” (I Nephi 5:216).

7. These people, the Nephites, as a colony of Is-
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raelites, came to America about 600 B.C., and this ac-

count relates to events which iranspired shortly after
their migration. Thus the horse was in America and ob-

served by the people of these two greal migrations; first
about 3000 B.C., and later about 600 B.C,, and on numer-
ous other o(,msw?ns. The carvings on the old ruins of Chi-
chen Itza, was placed there prior to 1000 A, D“ The picto-
graphs found scratched or carved on the Newspaper of
the Rock, at the Petrified Forest, Arizona, contains the
pictures of at least three horses in different positions. 50
for as I know no date has as yet been deciphered, except
that they were made by the Indians of the Southwest
centuries prior to the coming of the Conguistadors to
that area. And the findings of the fossil remains of
horses in the asphalt pits of California, and places in
Canada, and of the United States are well known and
established, and may be summed up in this way.

“The presence of herds of horses in the vicinity of
asphalt deposits during the period of accumulation is
clearly testified fo by the numerous remains of these
animals found at RBancho La Brea (California). While
many individuals are recorded in the collections, all of
them belong to a single species, the extinct wester:
horse (Eguus Occidentalis Leidyy. In stage of evolu-
tion and in general body structures this {ype resembles
the modern horse, although differing from if in a num-
ber of specific details. Standing on the average about
14Y; hands (four feet, ten inches) at the withers this
animal was of the height of the modern Arablan horse.
It was, however, of considerably heavier build. . . . .7
(Chester Stock, Rancho La Brea, A Hecord of Pleis-
tocene Life in California, pp 42-43).

We hope to enlarge upon this subject in our new
book setting forth Book of Mormon evidences which is
now in manuscript form and by the blessings of the
Lord we hope to see in print before too long.

THE GIFT OF THE H@LY SPIRIT
By
Charles E,

Cottrill

The Holy Spirit is referred to variously in the serip-
tures as the Holy Spirit, The Spirit of God, The Holy
Ghost and the Comforter, all being one and the same
Spirit.

Many other spirits of various kinds are referred to,
but in most cases these are to be considered, with a
possible few exceplions, as separate and apart from the
Holy Spirit. One of these exceptions is the spirit of
burning mentioned in Isaiah 4 and 4 and in considering
the work of the Holy Spirit this must be faken into ac-
count. The spirit of adoption referred o in Bomans
8:15 is one that must also be taken into account.

In discussing the Gift of the Holy Ghost we must
bear in mind thalt even though it must come as an
abiding comforter through obedience i{o the first prin-
ciples of the gospel which includes the ing on of
hands, all men have the spirit striving with them un-
less they rebuke the spirit in which case it will finally

cease to work with them and strive with them as is
mentioned in Genesis 6:3, quote, “My spirit shall not
always strive with man”

Those who do not rebuke this spirit and who allow
themselves {o be led by it will of course be led to obedi-
ence of the gospel and as a result they will receive this
same gpirit as an abiding comforter, John 14:18, “And 1
will pray the father, and he sholl give you another
comforter, that he may abide with vou forever” See
also verse 26, Here we find that this same comforter
is the Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit.

We find in verse 17 anoiher cne of the appella-
tions in referring to the Holy Spirit where it is referred
to as the Spirit of truth. See also John 15:26.

it would appear from the reading of John 16:7 that
as long as Christ was with the ds~L1§; es, there was no
need for the comforter since he could minister to them
directly, but when he was gone it would then be neces-
sary for him to send the comforter, so that he could
still minister to them indirectly through the Holy Spirit.

While most Christians are aware of the fact that the
Holy Spirit is the third party or person in the God Head
or Trinity many do not think of the Holy Spirit as a
person, but he is nevertheless, and is referred to as “He”
several times, In John 16:13 we find the Holy Spirit
referred to as “He” five times and once as “himself.”
Some may want to argue that this is an arbitrar
application of the word “he,” but space in one article wﬂl
not permit the full discussion of all points that may
arise.

Now how do we become possessors of this Holy
Spirit abiding Comforter? All Restorationists will
answer, i  the laying on of hands. This is true, so in
order to im,@ihgﬁmié}‘ discuss this subject we must under-
stand fully the rite we call the laying on of hands. The
layving on of hands was nothing new even in the time
of Christ.

Moses was commanded to set Joshua apart for %li&;
work by the laving on of hands. See Numbers 27:18-23.
And in Deuteronomy 34:9 we find, quote, And “Joshua

cwas full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid
his hands upon him.” Here we find another appellation
for the Holy Spirit.

We alse find that in more than one instance, “hand,”
singular instead of “hands” plural is used but we can be
sure that in all cases the layving on of hands is meant,
as for instance in Numbers 28:18 “hand is referred to
and later in the same case 28:23 the plural is used.

The Israelite Priests laid their hands on their saecri-
ficial animals to prepare them for the offering. Such

rites of course were types and shadows of things to
come.
Now even as Moses prepared Joshua through the

laying on of hands for his work, we are prepared for the

immz?ilmgz of the Holy ‘-s;:iz*h by the same rite. After
this, he no longe s with us {rom without but
om then on he 4;4w>i’;s ‘A”Hlilu“z us, John 14:17, “Even

ir
the Spirit of Truth; Whom the world cannot receive,
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because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye
know him for he dwelleth with you and shall he in
you.”

To go into the office and functions of the Holy Spirit
to any extent would take up too much time and space,
s0 this can be discussed under that heading in a later
article.  We should, however make plain the fact that
the gift of the Holy Spirit is bestowed by the laving on
of hands, remembering also that the layving on of hands
is a rite used for other purposes also, and even when they
are laid on for the purpose of bestowing the Holy Spixit,
they are also at the same time being laid on for con-
firmation.

In Acts 8:17 we find, quote “Then laid they their
hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost”
Nothing could be plainer than this verse as to how we
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, but we should remem-
per that it is like a seed planted in the ground. I
must be nourished by faith and continued repentance,
as well ag the need to walk according o a good con-
science. If we do this it will grow within us, leading
us into all truth and righteouness and show us things
to come. It will even bear testimony to us that Jesus is
the Christ so that our faith can become knowledge and
we can know that he is. 1 will give ug the peace Christ
spoke of even a peace that the world can not know.

But most of all it wili lead us to the point where
Christ can and will acknowledge us as joint heirs with
him, sons of God by adoption, at which juncture the
Spirit will also testify to us that we have become the
sons of God.

The gift of the Holy Ghost should not be confused
with the Daptism of the Holy Spirit. It is a different
subject and will be discussed in an article to follow.

I would also point out that it does not necessarily
follow that the gift of the Holy Spirit is always bestowed
upon us by the laving on of hands, for God is never a
party to a fradulent contract, so if we submit our
selves to this rite for any other purpese than to pre-
pare ourselves to serve God, God is not bound in any
way to bestow the gift; also if we have not fully re-
pented, or do not understand the purpose of baptism,
God is not to be fooled or to be mocked; the gift will not
be bestowed.

I have known some who went straightway from
the service wherein hands had been laid on them and
never attended another, but instead returned to their
wallow in the mire, they having not received the prom-
ised seed because they had failed to comply with the full
instructions contained in God's word.

Other scriptures supporting the statement quoted
from Acts §:17 are as follows: Acts 19:6, “And when
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Hely Ghost
.ame on them: and they spake with tongues, and proph-
esied. Book of Mormon, Moroni 2:2-3, “And he called
them by name, saving, Ye shall call on the Father in my
pname in mighty praver; and after ye have done this,
ve shall have power that on him whom ye shall lay vour
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hands, ve shall give the Holy (Ghost; and in my name ye
give it, for thus do mine apostles.” Now Christ spake
fhese words unto them at the time of his first appearing;
and the multitude heard it not, but the disciples heard
it and on as many as they laid their hands, fell the Holy
Ghost.

Book of Commandments 37:7, “Thou didst baptize
by water unto repentance, but they received not the
Holy Ghost; but now I give unto thee a commandment,
that thou baptize by water, and they shall receive the
Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands, even as the
aposties of old” Book of Commandments 55:3, “Take
upon vou mine ordinances, even that of an elder, to
preach faith and repentance, and remission of sins,
according to my word, and the reception of the Holy
Spirit by the laying on of hands.” See also D.C. 34-2¢
and 53-2b.

Here we have four books telling us one and the
same thing, that the gift of the Holy Spirit comes as a
gift from God through the laying on of hands by those

&

who have authority to do so.

FROM THE DESK OF THE
SUNDAY SCHOOL EDITOR

Hello out there: Every day 1 watch the mails looking
for those letters and reports of those methods that you
people are using to stimulate and maintain the interest
of those who attend your Sunday School classes. Due
to the fact that we who teach in our Sunday Schools for
the most part are not trained in teaching methods we
.an use all the suggestions that we can get of ways to
present the truths of the gospel especially to the under-
standing of the younger children. If vou have been bless-
ed in your search for an approach to the matter please
pass it on,

The greatest preparation that a teacher can make is
praverful study. None of us are sufficiently able fo
handle the things of God without His Spirit. By His
grace we can teach His truth His way; if we try to teach
Hlis truth our way we are sure to fumble, If you are a
teacher, study: learn what the scriptures say. It is true
that any one can be led by the Spirit to expound on any
point of the gospel (beyond the written page) bul we
had better know what the written page does contalpn as
that is our only safeguard as to what spirit is giving us
guidance. The Spirit of the Lord will never lead one
contrary to that which the Lord has had recorded. Un-
less we know what is recorded we have no means of test-
ing the spirits. 1 repeal my earlier recommendation;
every teacher should procure a concordance for hoth
Rible and Book of Mormon. Use them not only to find
the scripture relating to your subject, but also be sure
and check the context in which the text appears. I have
6n various occasions thought 1 knew a text that stated
a certain thing only to find out when I checked the
circumstances in which it had heen used that it couldn’t
relate to the matter that I had in mind at all. “Seek and
ve shall find!” Happy hunting!
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THE DIVINE SCULPTOR

Somewhere, sometime ago I read a story of a sculp-
tor who, as I remember started to carve a statue of the
Christ. He made various staris that he abandoned, as
when he came to the face he was always dissatisfied.
Finally he spent many months searching the scripture,
reading all that he could find about Christ, and when he
had exhausted the references given he again began the
statue. This time as the work progressed he felt more
satisfied. Under his deft fingers all the revered charac-
teristics of the Master he had come to know and love
found expression on the face of the statue. But more
amazing to those who gathered fo watch day after day; as
the face of the statue gradually developed showing all
the strength, the humility, the tenderness and love of
the heart of the Master, the face of the sculptor also
gradually changed till it bore a resemblance fo the
face of the statue.

From the poem titled “Arraignment” by Joseph Luff

comes the following stanza

Creation and redemption were
Associate in the plan

Devised by me, hence came the need
Of pilgrimage for man;

And as creation on that clay
My faultless “image” drew,

E’en so, redemption work shall bring
My “likeness” into view.

“For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he:” (Proverbs
23:7).

Abraham Lincoln once said that every man over forty
is responsible for his face.

“I took a piece of plastic clay
And idly fashioned it one day,
And as my fingers pressed it, still
It moved and yielded to my will.

I came again when days were past
The bit of clay was hard at last,

The form I gave it still it bore

And 1 ¢ould change that {form no more.

I took a piece of living clay

And gently formed it day by day,

And molded it with power and art.

A young child’s soft and yielding heart,

I came again when vears were gone,

It was a man I looked upon.

He still that early impress bore

And T could change that form no more.”

disobedience of man.

WHY NEED WE BELIEVE IN GOD?

The subject of our study is “To Believe in Jesus,”
s0 the first guestion arising in the mind is why? We
might simply answer, for salvation and quote many serip-
tures which state just that, but this only creates an-
other set of gquestions. One, what is salvation and how
come we need it7  We have gone over some of the
testimonies of God Himself and of those who have
been privileged to see Him, regarding the fact of His
being. Only as we become aware of His reality, also
to realize that as we are, we are estranged from Him,
will the ferm salvation begin to have meaning for us.

The question why? is at the base of most of men’s
search and learning, often even proceeding the how?
We, many times ask why before we are capable of
understanding the explanation. At these {imes we sim-
ply have to learn to accept the statements of those who
know. A mother tells her child the stove is hot and will
burn before it knows what hot and burn mean, much
less understands why the stove is hot or why hot burns.
Every day of our lives we accept and use many things,
the why of how it works being beyond our understanding.
I know by having been told so and by experience that
the motor of my automobile needs gas, oil, water, and
lubrication. How it uses these to put a set of gears and
wheels into motion I do not understand. Should I fail to
act and keep replenishing the supply just because I do
not know the how or why, sooner or later 1 will learn
that it was so; sooner in the case of the gas, later, per-
haps much later, in regard to some of the car’s other
needs,

So it is with the plan of salvation, much of the why
may be beyond our comprehension at least at first, but
the rules are simple, and we had better accept and follow
them, or we will find out later, much later perhaps and
to our sorrow that it was all true and needful.

The why of the need for salvation begins with the
The 3rd chapter of Genesis gives
the record of that first rebellion. For those who use the
Inspired Version the 4th and a portion of the 5th chap-
ters also pertain to this happening. The act of disobedi-
ence committed was to eat of the fruit of a particular
tree that God had forbidden. Satan, in tempting them
to do so, appesled to the potential sense of the pride of
the human nalure. First he led by misinterpreting
what God had told them and denving that it was true,
and then held out the tantalizing thought that by this act
of discbedience they would become as knowledgeable
as God. To be as God; to be given God's power and
glory, was the coveteous wish that had caused Satan’s
own fall; see Book of BMormon, 2nd Book of Nephi 101-
104 and Book of Commandments 29:4546. By read-
ing of this Ist chapter of the Znd Book of Nephi we see
that rebelling against God didn't even make the Devil
happy and that being miserable, he wants all mankind
to rebel and be miserable also. And even as Adam and
Eve yielded to his fempting and chose for self, so the
love of self grows in each heart, and separates us from
God. God gave us our privilege to choose as we will;
for Him or for our ownselves. The choice of self and
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all its consequences is the condition of sin from which
we need to be saved. Now because the cholce of a fore-
parent brought upon us the nature in which the love
of self is predominate, it was necessary that by the
cholce of another we be brought back. This other being
is the Only Begotten Son of God. However even with
Jesus’ act of redemption there is still the matter of our
agency of choice. His redemption will apply only
when we choose to sccept it by living according to the
rules governing the plan. The first rule is to believe
in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. The scripture says
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word
shall be established (Matthew 18:16). This was spoken
in regard to the accusation of trespass, but surely it
applies to other matters also. We have the correspond-
ing statement in three books of scripture that Jesus
Christ is the only name by which we can be saved: See
Book of Commandments 15:24, Acts 7:10-12, II Nephi
11:39.

Along with the Znd Book of Nephi 2, also the 6th
chapter with the 11th chapter, verses 95115 are good
references on the subject of our separstion from God
and of Jesus’ redemption. Some of the Bible scriptures
that can be included on the subject of the need to believe
in Jesus are: Mark 8:34-38, John 3:16-21, 5:19-29, 10:18,
11:25, 26, 12:44-530, Romans 5, 11 Corinthlans 5:14-21, He-
brews 3, and many others that can be added according
to the depth each teacher desires to go.

The search for and study of the statements in the
seriptures on the mission of Jesus, and the mental ex-
ercise of accepting them as frue is the beginning of
faith. We are commanded to have faith so it follows
that if is something over which we have a choice, We
can decide what we are going to believe. We can decide
here and now if we think that the condition called sal-
ration, brought to us by belief in Jesus is something
that we desire, and if it is worth {urther ingquiry to learn
what that part expected of us is.

WE GIVE GOD OUR PRAISE
By
Edna Hamilton

Al days can’t be sunny
We must have some showers,
All days can’t be happiness . . .
Ne must have sad hours.

We cannot have rainbows
Without dashing rain,

All can’t be joy and peace . . .
We must have some pain.

God will sustain us
Torough grief-sirvicken days,
Por life, health, and love
We give God | . .

our praise!
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WHERE ARE WE IN FULFILLED
PROPHECY?

By

A. M. Janicke

Romans 11:25, 26 states: “Blindness in part is hap-
pened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come
in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written,
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall
turn away ungodliness from Jacob.”

Are we certain that the Deliverer here referred to is
Christ? 2 Nephi 2:15 speaks of a deliverer; verse 17
identifies him as a seer, and verse 22 places his ap-
pearance in the latter days. Alma 21:54 states that we
are a remnant of the seed of Jacob. This deliverer was
to come out of Sion (the United States). What man has
done more to turn this country away from ungodliness
than Joseph Smith did by presenting to us the Book of
Mormon (2 Nephi 2:17)7

When the country of Israel took control of both the
new and old sectors of Jerusalem during the June of
1967 war, Luke 21:24, was {ulfilled: “And Jerusalem
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of
the Gentiles be fulfilled.” 1t is ne wonder that the
Scofield Reference Bible had to be revised: for it con-
tained the following comment on this verse “The ‘times
of the Gentiles’ began with the captivity of Judah under
Nebuchadnezzar {11 Corinthians 36:1-21), since which
time Jerusalem has been under Gentile overlordship.”

The next event to take place in God’s Timetable may
be the execution of vengeance in anger and fury upon
the heathen (nations), such as they have not heard
(Micah 5:15). Let us pray that we shall be spared
this judgment within our borders: “And I will place
salvation in Zion for Israel my glory” (Isaiah 46:13).

Behold the {ield is white already to harvest, there-
for whoso desireth to reap, let him thrust in his sickle
with his might, and reap while the day lasts, that he may
treasure up for his soul everlasting salvation in the
kingdom of God: Yea, whosoever will thrust in his
sickle and reap, the same is called of God: therefore
if you will ask of me you shall receive; if you will knock
it shall be opened unto you. Now as you have asked,
behold T say unto vou, keep my commandments, and
seek to bring forth and establish the cause of Zion.
Behold I speak unto you, and also to all those who
have desires to bring forth and establish this work, and
no one can assist in this work, except he shall be hum}ﬁe
and full of love, having faith, hope, and charity, being
temmperate in all things, whatscever shall be intrusted to
his care. Behold 1 am the light and the life of the

world, that speaketh these words: Therefore, give heed

with your might, and then you are called: Amen. (Book
of Commandments 11:2-5).

“In the multiude of words there wanteth ﬁGilﬁé}ﬁ*
but he that refraineth his lips is wise” (Proverbs 10:19)-
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