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The Wandnous (Pross

By Isaac Watts

When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain 1 count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it Lord; that 1 should boast,
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things which charm me most
1 sacrifice them 1o His blood.

See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns composed so rich a crown?

His dying crimson, like a robe,
Spreads o’er His body on the tree

Then 1 am dead to all the globe,
And all the globe is dead to me.

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
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FAITH

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

Faith is an elusive thing. Sometimes we seem un-
sure of what it is or how fo obtain it. We all seem to be
a mixture of faith and unbelief, some being blessed with
a greater proportion of faith, others less. The biblical
definition is guite straight-forward. The answer to one’s
praver is the substance of one's faith, the evidence of
power unseen (our heavenly Father).

¥nat is faith? What distinguishes one who has
faith from one who has not? One special difference is
that he who has faith has hope of better things o come
while he who has not faith lives only for today. This
possibly could be a good yardstick by which to measure
ourselves.  So let’s ask ourselves, how much are we
really living just for today? What preparation are we
making for that eternal state to come?

Is faith belief only? If so, what of works? “Even
so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone”
{(James 3:17). “Ye see then how that by works a man is
justified, not by faith only” (James 3:24). It appears
evident from this that works are necessary. Works are
the natural result of faith. We can sav that faith is 2

composite of belief, hope and trust in the truthfulness
of the being (God) who created us, which leads us unto
obedience to him and the performance of righteous
works rather than the burying of our talent in the
carth.

2 Thessalonians 3:2 tells us that not all men have
faith.  And Hebrews 11:6 savs that . . . without faith
it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of them that diligently seek him.  The importance of
faith becomes even more clear when we read Moroni
7:42-47 . for no man can be saved, according to the
wortds of Christ, save they shall have faith in his name;

. then has faith ceased also: and awful is the state
of men: for they are as though there had been no re-
demption made.”

Therefore, in order for us to obtain salvation faith
becomes a necessity. The following from the writings
of Paul bears added testimony to this thought. “There-
fore being justified by faith, we have peace with God
thre our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have
ace by faith into his grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in hope for the glory of God” (Romans 5:1-2),
“For by grace are ve saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest
any man should boast” {Ephesians 2:8-9). Although
works are necessary as the result of faith (the slothful
servant is not accepted of God) they do not supplant
the atonement of Christ. “For we know that it m by
grace that we are saved after all we can do” 2 Nep},{é
11:44). Nothing that we may do by way of wérks can
begin to pay our debt unto God, “1 say, if ve si}m{ﬁd
serve him with all vour whole soul, vet ‘\:&9 w%;;;j he 1
profitable servants” (Mosish 1:54). - X m~
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From the above we can see that faith is of the great-
est importance if we hope to gain salvation. But how
much faith? Obviously the strouger our faith the more
assured we may be of reaching our goal. It is very
difficult to measure the degree of faith we may have at
any given time. There are various factors which influ-
ence the strength of our {aifth. One of the greatest
dangers to our faith is sin. When we know that we
are not standing well before God we find it difficult
to approach unto him in prayer knowing of our guill.
Humility on the other hand helps to strengthen our faith
for then we are made to realize our insufficiencies and
become as little children, yielding ourselves to His Holy
Will. When we are willing that “Thy will be done O
Lord” then have we confidence toward God, and our
faith begins to increase. Obedience to God's laws furth-
er helps our faith for we know that then we have been
faithful and not negligent in our responsibility towards
Him. Further strengthening of our faith comes when
these signs (the gifts of the Spirit) begin {o follow us in
our daily walk of life.

In Matthew 17:20 Jesus tells us that “If ve have
faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this
mountain, Remove hence to vonder place; and it shall
remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. And
in Matthew 21:21 Jesus fold his disciples “If ve have
faith, and doubt not, ve shall not only do this which is done
to the fig tree, but also il ve shall say unto this moun-
tain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast info the sea;
it shall be done. This seems like a very minute amount
of faith yvet that amount in all its smallness is sufficient
to move mountains. How often do we see this type of
faith manifested today? 1t is true that we do have
this type of faith demonstrated from time to time but
where is that mighty faith that the servants of the Lord
gave forth in the days of old? Jesus asked, when I
come again shall T find faith in the earth. How frue
that prediction is becoming, for the world has lost faith
in great measure in recent years. But even we who
are members of the body of Christ have not altogether
escaped this deteriorating condition. Perhaps we are
much like the man who came to Jesus desiring healing
for his child. “Jesus said unto him, T thou canst be-
lieve, all things are possible to him that believeth. And
stralghtway the father of the child cried out, and said
with tears, Lord, 1 believe; help thou mine unbelief”
(Mark 9:23-24).

Every man is given a certain measure of faith to pro-
vide for him a base from which to grow, th at is .

according as God hath dealt to every man the measure
of faith” (Romans 12:3). But if one is weak in the faith
how does he go aboul strengthening #7? . . . {aith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”
[Romans 10:17).  This points us to the necessity of
meeting together oft in hearing the word of God and in
bearing our testimonies. “Wherefore, we search the
prophets; and we have many revelations, and the spirit
of prophecy, and having all of these witnesses, we ob-
tain a hope, and our falth becometh unshaken, insomuch
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that we truly can command in the name of Jesus, and
the very trees of us, or the mountains, or the waves
of the sea” ; 375 fmud* then is also necessary
to the ﬁzin»‘i%z 11 i But underlying all
this is the hunge: i the things of God.
“And my soul E‘Mﬂgw*ma and 1 }{H{‘{fl I down before
my Maker, and 1 cried unto him in mighty praver and
supplication, for mine own soul; And all the day long
did I cry unto him; yvea, and when the night came, 1 did
still raise my voice high, that it reached the heavens.
and there came a m%:e unto me saving, Enos thy sins
are forgiven thee, and thou shalt be blessed . . . Now, it
came 1o pass that mhe“ I heard these words, E began to
feel a desirve for the welfare of my brethren, the Nephifes;
wherefore, I did pour out my whole soul unto God for
them. And while I was thus struggling in the spirit, be-
hold, the voice of the Lord came into my mind again . . .
And after 1, Enos, had heard these words, my {aith began
to be unshaken in the Lord; and I prayved unto him with
m&m' 11%7 %ui'fﬁrén&”‘; for my brethren, the Lamanifes”

Enos 1:5-7, 12-13,

Pz'o‘f)gzbi\’ one of the most beautiful Hustrations on how
to increase faith is found recorded in Alma. “But behold,
i ve will awake and arcuse vour faculties, even to an
experiment upon my words, and exercise a particle of
faith; yea, even if ye can no han desire to believe
et this desire work in vou. even until ve believe in a
a manner that ve can give place for a portion of my
words. Now we will compare the word unto a seed.
Now if ye give place, that a seed may be planted in vour
heart, behold, if it be a frue seed, or 2 good seed, if ve
do not cast if out by your unbelief, that ve will resist the
Spirit of the Lord, behold, it will begin to swell within
vour breasts; And when vou feel these swelling motions,
ve will begin to say within vourselves, it must needs he
that this is a good seed, or that the word is good, for it
beginneth to enlarge my soul; vea, it beginneth fo en-
lighten my understanding; vea, and it beginneth to be
delicious to me. Now behold, wmsld not this increase
your faith? 1 say unto wou, Yea: nevertheless it hath
not grown up to a perfect knowledge . . . And behold, as
the {3{0 beginneth to grow, ve w v, Let us nourish
it with great care, that it mav get root, that it mayv grow
up and bring forth f:zm t unto us. And now behold, if ve
nourish it with much care z‘i will get root, and grow up,
and bring forth mm But if ve neglect the tree, and
take no thought for ifs 312%’%»%’;;}1913‘1; behold, it will
not get any root; and when the heat of the sun cometh
and scercheth it, because it hath no root, it withers

away, and ye pluck it up and cast it out. Now this is

t because the seed was not good, neither is if because
iE:se fruit thereof would not %;{, desirable. But it is be-
cause vour ground is barren, and ye will not nourish
the tree; therefore ve can not have the fruit thereof.
And thus it is if ye will not nourish the word, looking
forward with an eve of fal H to the {ruit thereof, ve can
never pluck of the {fruit of the tree of life” (Alma
16:151-155 and 164-169).

Besides putting on Christ and opening the way for
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our redemption we are adopted into the Abrahamic line
and become part of spiritual Israel for “Know ye there-
fore that theyv which are of faith, the same are the chil-
dren of Abraham” (Galatians 3:7).

After having put on faith where do we go from
there? Peter tells us, “And beside this, giving all dili-
gence, add to vour faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance pa-
tience; and fo patience godliness; And to godliness
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.
For if these things be in you, and abound, they make
you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh
these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath
forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. Where-
fore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things,
ye shall never fall” (2 Peter 1:5-10). ‘““Yea, he that re-
penteth and exerciseth faith, and bringeth forth good
works, and prayeth continually without ceasing: unto
guch it is given to know the mysteries of God; yea, unto
such it shall be given to reveal things which never
have been revealed; Yea, and it shall be given unto such,
to bring thousands of souls to repentance, even as it
has been given unto us to bring these our brethren to
repentance” (Alma 14:103-104).

Lest we be too secure in our thinking (for remember,
we are warned to take heed, when we think we stand
lest we fall) we want to caution that faith is not all there
is. “And though I have the gift of prophecy, and under-
stand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I
have all faith, so that 1 could remove mountains, and
have not charity, T am nothing” (I Corinthians 13:2).
This is another way of saving that faith without works
is dead.

There is something we must understand if some-
times we think that our faith has failed us on occasion.
Many times the Lord tries us to see if we will persevere
in our efforts. From James we read, “Knowing this, that
the trying of your faith worketh patience” (James 1.3).
If we don’t persevere we waver. “But let him ask in
faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For
let not that man think that he shall receive anything of
the Lord” (James 1:6). “Wherefore, dispute not because
ve see not, for ye receive no witness until after the frial
of your faith” (Ether 5:7). And further . . . neither at
any time hath any wrought miracles until after their
faith; wherefore they first believed in the Son of God”
{Ether 5:18).

Many times in the scripture we read of those who
ask for a sign. They did not understand the principle
of faith nor realize that it is only after the trial of one’s
faith that these signs are given. There is another as-
pect to this sign seeking which we have not considered.
“Yea, there are many who do sav, If thou wilt shew unto
us a sign from heaven, then we shall know of a surety;
then we shall believe, Now I ask, is this faith? Behold,
1 say unto you, Nay; for if a man knoweth a thing, he

hath no cause to believe, for he knoweth it” (Alma
16:189-140).

We have been told that in order to please God we
must have faith. The converse of this then is that to not
have faith is sin. Paul tells us that . . . whatsoever is
not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). But there are those
who are weak in the faith. What about them? Again
we turn to Paul. “Him that is weak in the faith receive
ve, but not to doubtful disputations. For one believeth
that he may eat all things: ancther, who is weak, eateth
herbs. Let not him that eateth depise him that eateth
not: and let not him which eateth not judge him that
eateth: for God hath received him” (Romans 14:1-3).

There are two ways to have no faith and there is a
gift of faith which is over and above ordinary faith.
We have already discussed one way of not having faith
and that is through unbelief. In the Book of Mormon
there is recorded an account of a man who lost his faith
through another means. “And because of the knowledge
of this man, he could not be kept from heholding with-
in the vail; and he saw the finger of the Jesus, which,
when he saw, he fell with fear; for he knew that it was
the finger of the Lord; And he had faith no longer, for
he knew, nothing doubting: wherefore, having this per-
fect knowledge of God, he could not be kept from with-
in the vail; therefore he saw Jesus, and he did minister
unto him” (Ether 1:84-85).

The Book of Mormon also records a wonderful
promise that the time will come when there will be a
people having the same faith thaf the Brother of Jared
possessed. In connection with this, it is apparent from
the account of the Brother of Jared and the promise of
a certain people again having such faith, that this is a
faith which transcends that which is generally possessed
by the followers of Christ. That such faith is a gift is evi-
denced by the following: “And again I exhort you, my
brethren, that ye deny not the gifts of God . . . For be-
hold, to one is given by the Spirit of God, that he may
teach the word of wisdom . . . to another exceeding
great faith” ete. (Moroni 10:8-10).

By faith many things can be accomplished. In fact
all things which are right and good become possible.
“And what shall T sayv more? for the time would fail me
to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of
Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the
prophets: Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of
the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
Women received their dead raised to life again: and
others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that
they might obtain a better resurrection. And others
had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, vea, more-
over of bonds and imprisonment: They were stoned,
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with
the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goat-
skins; being destifute, afflicted, tormented: (of whom the
world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and
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in mountains. and in dens and caves of the earth. And

these all, having obtained a good report through faith”

(Hebrews 11:32-39). _
Harvey E. Seibel

BLESSINGS

Naney Elaine Case, the daughter of James Harvey
and Bonnie Elaine Case, was blessed by her grand-
father and greai-grandfather, Elder Leslie P. Case and
James M. Case November 30, 1969 at Independence,
Missouri.

Corrie Scott Geier, the son of W. Keith and Sharon
R. Geier of Madison, Wisconsin, was blessed by Elder
Isaac Brockman December 14, 1969 at Portage, Wis-
consin.

BLESSINGS

April Sunday Dennis, the daughter of Patrick Stephen
and Lena May Dennis, of Flushing, Michigan, was blessed
bv Apostle Don W. Housknecht and Elder Harold H.
Polack April 13, 1969 at Flint, Michigan.

Alan Lee Biggs, the son of Harvey Lee and Betty
Lou Biggs of Okemah, Oklahoma, was blessed by
Apostles Don W. Housknecht and Willlam A. Sheldon
November 21, 1968,

Lee Ann Webster, daughter of Robert J. and Marie
Ann Webster of Duncan, Oklahoma, was blesssed by
Apostles William A. Sheldon and Don 'W. Housknecht
November 22, 1969.

Everett Wayne lce, the son of Charles Everett and
Alice Irene Ice of Mountain Grove, Missouri, was blessed
by Elders Byron N. Wentworth and Arlo Gould Nov-
ember 23, 1969 at Bemidji, Minnesota,

BAPTISM

Lowell Timothy Larsen, the son of Lowell and Alice
Larsen of Gurley, Nebraska, was baptized hy Elder
Leslie P Case December 28, 1969 at Independence,
Missouri. Brother Larsen received the laying on of
hands by Elders Marvin M. Case and Leslie P. Case and
vas received by the Temple Lot Local

NINA POSTMA

Nina Postma pasgsed away at a nursing home in
Kennewick, Washington, November 23, 1969. She was
born February 19, 1883. Two funerals were held, one
al Kennewick, Washington and one at Norfolk, Nebraska.
That way, those of her family living in the far west
and those living in the midwest were able to attend.
Burial was at Norfolk, Nebraska.

Sister Postma was a member of the Church of Christ
Temple Lot). She lived in several of the States and
that way there are many friends as well as relatives
who mourn her passing
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OBITUARY

Funeral services for Gary Max, son of Max H. and
Elsie L. Rousseau were held in Salem, Oregon, Novem-
ber 28, 1969,

Gary was born in Kansas City, Missouri, February
26, 1955. The family which also includes one daughter,
Jeanne, has lived in Salem since 1959, James H. and
Myrtle M. Marin, Collins, Missouri now deceased, were
Gary's maternal grandparents. They will be remem-
bered by many f{or their faithful years of work in and
for the church.

Gary was one of God’s special children and was never
very strong, having besides other handicaps been born
with a severe congenital heart condition. Even so, he
was a very happy child and brought much happiness into
the lives of his loved ones and friends.

Gary was blessed when an infant under the hands of
Arthur M. Smith, deceased, and God has given him
many blessings, through the nearly fifteen years we
have been privileged to keep him, and we know he has
an eternal home with his Heavenly Father.

Our gom

God loaned us an angel
To cherish and keep

For just a few years

And now our hearts weep.

Our thoughts keep returning
As our tears overflow

Of the joy that he gave us
For we all loved him so.

Our God is a Just One

And our knowledge is sure
Our sweet darling Gary

Is at home with the Pure.

He will never more suffer
And God’s Promise is given
If we love and obey Him

We will meet him in Heaven,

Written by Mother, Dec. 9, 1969

NOTICE FROM THE
KITCHEN COMMITTEE

Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends:

Looking back to the past Conferences and thinking
of all that has been accomplished, we now look forward
to the continuation of generous donations and kitchen
help for the 1970 Conference the week of April 6, 1970.

Sarah Brantner
Lovita Seibel
Hester Wentworth
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES

Origina!l Articles ars the opinjons of the author gnd do noi necessarily reflect the teachings of the church or the opinions of the editorial siaif.

Even ithough some icles moy in some cuases be interpreled os comiroversiol in noture, we belleve thot such articles i written in on

affirmaiive monner in which o belisf or an opinion is expressed, and evidences presenied to support that beliel, said ariicles should be
presented {o the readers.

Also Gen “And the Lord sald unto Noah, Come
thou and all Hu‘ house into the ark; for thee have [
‘»

PERILOUS TIMES

What of the Future? seen righteou ’505’{31‘8 me in this generation.” On this

By Lovita G. Seibel peeasion God deall with the wickedness of the earth as
shown in Genesis 6:13, 17, . . . The end of all flesh is
come before me; for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and, behold, T will destroy them with
the earth . .. And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of
waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is
the breath of life, imm under heaven; and everything
that is in the earth shall die)” But God had a plan for
preserving the righteous, “Make thee an ark of gopher
wood; rooms shall thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch
it within and without with piteh . . . But with thee will
[ establish my covenant; and thou shalt come inio the
ark, thou, and HW sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’
wives with thee” (Genesis 6:14, 18). The earth was

&l

ays perilous times

shall come

Many aspects of the future appear to be very serious
for those who desire to worship God in the Biblical
as distinet from the 11>i>m Godless trends. For com-
ing mmm a; e casting their shadows before them, as evi-
denced i called “Operation '76 and the Uni
Y. Henry MacFarland., One can
- justice by making quotes from
ined f'mn’ “Concerned Presby-
yne Boulevard, Miami, Florida
G cents. The plans for a Poli-
- ch oas has been outlined

f o cleansed {from v dwdnem by the floods while the right-
shows ;)osm ;k) wm’l{i de- o ‘

%?1 this {im
velopments
about J iU

by God in the ark. Obedience {o
- requirement 1o obtain His preser-
combined with a willingness o work and fo
wiwz mm need be, “Thus did Noah; according to all
that God commanded him, so did he” and . . . Noah
did according unto all the Lord commanded him.” (Gene-

sis 6:22: Genesis 7:5).

1, and ?%wzn -m
ver was since there w
;" and which s ampli-
fisciples when He said,
bulation, such as was not
nning of the world to this time, no, nor
’ ' : 2»%::&’ 3 “he next period of con fumm ion which we wish to ex-
i time which embraces the tower of Babel
the times of \ nrod, of Jared and his
hose account is found in the Book of Normon,
ime of Abraham.

Mw iawd %;; tfasﬁ

i ia, trv 1o learn of the
for them in order to bring
serious confrontations which arn that Cush was a son of
ructive forces of evil (which  Ham, %fm% voungest son of Noah, and that Nimrod was
gainst God and His righteous fol- of the sons of C z;;;;k. YVerse 10 tells us that the
forces of God for good. inni of Nimrod's kingg wm included Babel where
“ began to be built, “The Lord came down to
iy and the tower, which i%’z@ children of men
Lord said, Emimi the people is one,
2o ... ket us go down, and

nat ii v may not under-
%w Em d scattered them
ce of all the earth: and
erefore is the name of it
T i did there confound the
heoand from thence did the Lord
\i; <>z<§ upfm ib@ face of all the earth”
The the power of their
2;.; but did not utter-
o the wx% ed at Noah's
: ';‘,w Babylon's” by Hislop, we
matter concerning this time which
e BEE n to build the
it was rod and his wife Semiramus who com-
and ruled {rom there. Wickedness rose up

ther w
the i

have always
lowers) and the

the prophecies
nay be better
which are almost upon

vhat God has promised

anot

d ‘me p&‘\«% , as
5w iiw{i zst yui! LB

5 615,
was
the
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under their rule for they developed the religious pagan to mankind. “Now
idolatrious form of worhship. Because of its evil and %iw m% of thy cou
secret rites it is known as 'l Mystery Babylon.” Their !
idolatry was not manife the worship of wood
and stone only, but in worship of man himself, as em-
bodied in Nimrod, Semiramus arfi others. All pagan
religions sprang direclly {rom this “Mystery Babylon’
It is still with us today and 18 em }mm d in the ‘Li‘di@;h z—
usages, and ceremonies of the Catholic Church,
as other places. See the book “Two Babyi@m’ for a  all nations of
complete {twiopmom and expose of these facts. obeved my voic
This explanation sets the scene for the examj ples of  Christ, “"Now
action and reaction between good and evil at that period.  ises n ]
The building of the city and tower are recorded in Gene as of
sis 114, God handled the wicked by confounding their 5:161
language and by dispersion of the people at this time, Ing of
and this scattering of the people over the face of the
earth accounts for the wvaried forms of the pagan
religion becoming widely spread into all lands and
among all peoples. God also preserved the righteous
through this manner in the dispersion of the peoples
for He madv special provision for fzaze{i and his Brother,

their friends and their families. “Which Jared came  receive
forth mt his brother and their families, with some not knowi

others and their families, from the great tower, at the A third ma oniroe
time the Lord confounded the language of the people, i ; Ean | " g, 4 5
and swear in his wrath that they should be scatie
upon all the face of the earth; and according to
word of the Lord the people were scattered . . . And

came to pass that the Lord did hear the Brother of
Jared, and had compassion upon him, and said unto
him, Go to and gather together thy flocks, both male ( (
and female, of every kind; and also of the seed of the and (;(‘Li moved ag
earth of every kind, and thy i’znmgj; and also Jared thy  in order to {ree

brother and his family; 2 also thy friends and their promized land. g
families, and the frie of Jared a{;d their families . .. we need to do is guote a
And the Lord would nol suffer that they should stop be-  the next. “And ,im L
vond the sea in the wilderness, but he would that they  And God will surely v
should come forth even unto the ] i

he  spread f"’

land of promise, which
was choice above all other lands, which the Lord had
preserved for a righteous people;” (Ether 1.7, 16, 29).

1 do not have the book but it has been my privilege
to read a part of a book called the “Book of Jasher”
This hook tells of the birth of Abram (Abraham as later
renamed bv God) in the days of Nimrod’s rule. 1 zsam
of the unus seavenly signs and fokens which 2
panied the birth of the babe, which was noticed b raoh
Nimrod, and of Terah's subsequent acts in order to  slaves &
preserve his son’s when summoned fo bring the iage (:xz“ wiz*
child to Nimrod., From this and the Book of i
man account (the Jaredites first went north into
valley of Nimrod, Ether 1.22) we deduce that the times
of Nimrod, Jared, and Abram were all of the
period,

Lz ed and

oy
Like

ram w
s0 far i rom the ori anfi for
use him and his desc id&m&;

special manner in the fulfillin
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slaves and Pharaoh and his armies followed after them.
We wish to point out that God used the same miracle
to save the Israelites which proved the destruction of
the Egyptians. This was at the crossing of the sea,
where He caused the waters to roll back, and His peo-
ple went across dry shod, but as the Egyptians attempt-
ed to cross after them God permitted the waters to re-
turn, and to destroy the armies of the Egyptians. Again
we see the pattern of trust and obedience, and of will-
ingness 1o endure hardships and tribulations while be-
ing obedient. God does not guarantee fo save His peo-
ple on flowery beds of ease. Another pattern has
emerged in this study. The same miracle of event by
which God protects His people, also acts as the means
of destroying or bringing to naught the power of the
wicked. The flood destroyed the wicked of Noah's day,
but through the ark God caused it to save Noah and his
family. The dispersion and confounding of the lang-
uage broke the power of the wicked at the time of the
tower of Babel, but God also used it to segregate the
more righteous for His own care and purposes.

When the people of Israel and Judah became so
wicked that God could no longer permit them to pollute
the land of their inheritance, He handled it by causing
many of them 1o be destroyved, but also used captivity
and dispersion as a means of preserving some of the
more righteous among them. Thus we find the ten
tribes carried away captive, and in later yvears dispersed
from the land of their captivity, to be lost to the world
until near the end of time. Judah suffered destruction
and captivity for her wickedness, also dispersion, for
God led some of the more rightecus awayv from the
destruction and captivity, which fell upon that people,

The Nephites are a people led by God fo preserve
unto himself a righteous people, “And they i{the people
of Jerusalem) also sought his (Lehi’'s) life, that they
might take it away. But behold I, Nephi, will shew un-
to you that the tender mercies of the Lord are over all
those whom he hath chosen, because of their faith, to
make them mighty even unto the power of deliverance
... And it came to pass that the Lord commanded my
father, even in a dream, that he should take his family
and depart into the wilderness.” {1 Nephi 1:22-23, 27).

Later Nephi has this to say, “But great are the prom-
ises of the Lord unio those who are upon the isles of
the sea; wherefore, as it savs isles, THERE BMUST
NEEDS BE MORE THAN THIS: AND THEY ARE IN-
HABITED ALS0O BY OUR BRETHREN. FOR BEHOLD,
THE LORD HAS LED AWAY FROM TIME TO TIME
FROM THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL, ACCORDING TO HIS
WILL AND PLEASURE.” {2 Nephi 7:36-38). This makes
us aware that in addition to the destruction and dis-
persion which God caused to come upon the houses of
Israel and Judah, that He also led some to other lands to
protect and deliver them and raise up a more right
eous people. One case in point is the leading of Jere-
miah’s group to the island of Ireland, following the fall of
Jerusalem. Too, we have learned of a group which
went 1o Japan about 583 B.C., but as vet have not as-

certained their origin. These things point to an area for
research.  And of course the Nephites, some 200 years
after their arrival to the land of promise, found the
descendanis of another group (the Mulekites) which had
heen led {rom Jerusalem at about the same time that
they themselves had left there. There may have been
others of whom we know not as yet,

The greatest or most important time of confronta-
tion between evil and righteousness came at the time
of Christ, To bring about the crucifixion of the Son of
God was the devil’s master stroke. But when he thought
he had won, he was folled again by the resurrection of
Christ, for together, the crucifixion and the resurrection,
became the most sublime expression of God’s love for
fallen humanity, and proved the most effective ap-
proach for our salvation. After His resurrection Christ
could say, I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, be-
hold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
kevs of hell and of death” (Revelation 1:18). Also,
... In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
For, “Jesus came and spake to them, saying, all power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth” (Matthew
28:18). This confrontation was won completely by
Christ through His righteousness, and His willingness
to be obedient in all things to the will of His Father,
and in His willingness to face and suffer persecutions,
hardships and tribulations. These sufferings were also
promised to be the experiences of Hig followers, as we
have noted in John 16:33; and in many other scriptures,
such as John 15:20, John 16:2. History, of course, re-
cords the great persecutions and suffering which the
wicked of the world have heaped upon those who were
faithful to their beliel in Christ. See Fox's Book of
Martyrs. This is the fourth phase of the pattern which
can be added to the other three,

After the time of Christ the faithful and righteous
> not as a group delivered from the wickedness of
those around them. Instead in both hemispheres wick-
edness worked in the hearts of those of the church,
and finally claimed or destroyved the would-be followers
of Christ, until that which was left had become as fore-
told by Amos, . the heathen, which are called by

’ 2R (Amos 9:12).  For they retained the
Christians but were turned again unto paganism.

W
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i
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Because so much had been lost in belief and under-
standing of the gospel of Christ, and because of the loss
of the priesthood authority to act for Christ it became
necessary for God to bring about a restoration of all
... all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth
of all his holy prophets since the world began” (Acts
3:21). This time of refreshing came from God in the
days of Joseph Smith and the coming forth of the Book
of Mormon, which contained the gospel, and is one in
God's hand with the Bible. And now, as a part of that
restoration, we look forward to the complete fulfillment
of the prophecies concerning the latter davs and the
time of the end. As was mentioned in the beginning of
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this article we look for a time of tribulation far worse
than any which have occurred before.

Havin in which God deals with
wickedn time delivering or preserving

ready to study and analyze the
may learn whatl 1o expect in
We shall list the four elements again.

the righteous,
prophecies so
our proa ent time.
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as flames, { the dav of the Lord cometh, cruel
both with wrath z‘mi fierce anger, to lay the land deso-
late: and he shall desirov the sinpners thereof out of it
For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof
not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in
going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light

£

b 2:1-11 also foretells the Lord's ferrible judg-
me mw to be poured out v g,im the wicked af the fime of
the end, and also of the prospect of trouble and tribula-
tion for those who (,i.xﬂx'e‘i in Zion, the Lord’s holy moun-
tain. “Alas for the day! For the day of the Lord is at
hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it
come {Joel 1:15). This agrees with the verses in Joel
2-1-11, which tell about the destroving army which will
W much war and destruction. While Joel 2:31 tells
us “The sun sh;z;i be darkened, and the moon turned
into blood )U great and terrible day of the Lord
come.”’ i : ted in Joel 3:15, “The sun
and the m 1, and the stars ‘zv‘itixdraw
their shining.” Christ also identifies these things as being
a sign of im end of the world and of His return., “Imme-
diatelv after the tribulation of those days, shall the sun
i){“ darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and
the stars shall fall from éwzi\;m‘ and the powers of the

‘ And then shall appear the sign
iwavezz: and then shall all the
tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of
i " heaven with power and
301, 50 we are safe in
a5 pertaining to the end
son 1o be fulfilled in the
of the immediate future,
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be burned up . . . Looking for and hasting unto the com-
ing of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melf with
fervent heat” (2 Peter 3.7, 10, 12).

“Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence; a
fire shall devour before him, and it shall be a very
tempestous round about him” (Psalms 50:3).

“Whose fan is in his hand, and will throughly purge
his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Mat-
thew 3:12).

“As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in
the fire, so shall it be in the end of the world” (Matthew
13:40).

“When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed {from heaven
with his mighty angels. In flaming fire taking ven-
geance on them that know not God, and that obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be pun-
ished with everlasting destruction from the presence of
the Lord” (2 Thessalonians 1:.7-9).

These quotes have been quite extensive, but they
give some additional identifying marks.

9. The day of the Lord will come unexpectedly, as
a thief in the night, except we are watching for Him.

10. It will be a time when people are greatly con-
cerned with peace and safety. Possibly because of the
great fear in their hearts as formerly predicted.

11. 1t will be a day of destruction by intense fire,
till even the elements burn or melt. This has already
been witness in a measure in the aftermath of atomic
bomb bursts.

12, The fire will destroy the wicked, and cleanse the
earth.

In connection with point twelve we should read,
“For, bebhold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an
oven; and all the proud, vea, and all that do wickedly,
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn
them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that i shall leave them
neither root nor branch. But unto vyou that fear my
name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing
in his wings; and ye shall go forth and grow up as
calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked;
for they shall be as ashes under the soles of your feet
in the day that I shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts”
(Malachi 4:1-3).

In point number 2 we noted that a destroving army
from the “north” would go forth. Confirming scrip-
tures are Joel 2:20 and Ezekiel which latter scripture
we shall quote. “Therefore, son of man, prophesy and
say unto Gog. Thus saith the Lord God; in that day
when my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not
know it?  And thou shalt come from thy place ocut of
the north parts, thou and many people with thee, all of
them riding upon horses, a great company, and a
mighty army: And thou shall come up against my peo-
ple Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in
the latier days, and 1 will bring thee against my land.
that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sancti-
fied in thee, O Gog, before their eyes And it shall
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come to pass at the same time when God shall come
against t%w fmud of Israel, saith the Lord God, that my
fury will come up in my ”ace Surely in that day
there saa!i %)@ great shaking in the land of Israel
and 1 will call for a sword ainst him throughout all
my mountaing, saith the Lord God: every man’s sword
shall be against his brother. And I will plead with him
with pestilence and with ;’)10{)@; and I will rain upon
him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people
that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hail-
stones, fire, and brimstone” (Fzekiel 38:14-22).

Of interest at this point may be some prophecies
from the writings of Esdras, as they seem to foretell
much the same events to come.

“And it came to pass after seven davs, I dreamed a
dream by night: And, lo, there arose a wind from the
sea, that it moved all the waves thereof. And I beheld,
and, lo, that a man waxed strong with the thousands
of heaven: and when he turned his countenance to look,
all the things trembled that were seen under him. And
whensoever the voice went out of his mouth, all they
burned that heard his voice, like as the earth faileth
when it feeleth the fire. And after this I beheld, and,

10, there was gathered together a multitude of men,
out of number, from the four winds of heaven . And,

after this I beheld, and, lo, all they which were U“mew

together to ';ubdue him were sore afraid, and yet durst
{fight. And, lo, as he saw the viclence of the multitude
that came, he neither lifted up his hand, nor held sword,
nor any instrument of war: but only I saw thal he sent
out of his mouth as it had been a blast of fire, and out
of his lips a flaming breath, and out of his tongue he
cast out sparks and tempests. And they were all mixed

together; the blast of fire, the {laming breath, the great
tempest; and fell with viclence upon the multitude
which were prepared to fight, and burned them up
everyone, $0 that upon a A?uud@ﬁ of an innumerable
multitude nothing was {o be perceived, bul only dust
and smell of smoke: when 1 saw this [ was afraid”

(1 Esdras 13:1-5, 8-11).
“For as | concelve in mine understanding, woe unto
them that shall be left in those and much more
woe unto them that are ﬁ(ii lef For they that
were not left were in hf’
things that are laid thg
happen unto them, and
Therefore are they come mt{; sreat perils and many
necessities, like as these dreams declare. Yet is if
easier for him that is in dan to come into these
things, than {0 pass away as & cloud out of the world,
and not see the things uaat happen in the last days.
And he answered unto me, and said” (11 Esdras 13:16-20),
“Behold the days come, when the most High will begin
to deliver them that are ‘zgw" i%i@ earth. .’ami he <h di
come 1o E%zs aston] :\%p f them 1
earth.
one Ci’i\' against azm?;;o . one place ¢
pé“()bii‘ against another. and one
And the time shall come

which shall
hat are left behind,

Yone
IESE another.
when these things shall come
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e
and the signs shall happen which 1 shewed
all my Son be declared, whom
And when all the peo
own land

{0 pass,
thee before, and then
thou saw a8 a man ascending.
ple hear his voice, every man shall in their

leave the batile they have one against another. And
an ipummerable multitude shall be gathered together,
as thou sawest them, willing to come, and fo over-
come him by fighting. Jut he shall stand upon the fop
of mount Hion. And Sion shall come, and shall be

and builded, like
And this
we wicked inventions of those
ir wicked life are fallen into the
tempest; And sre them their evil thoughts,
and the torments wherewith they shall pegin to be tor-
mented, which are Hike unto flames: and he shall destroy
them without labor by the law which is like unto fire”
(11 Esdras 13:28-38).

shewed to all
as thou sawest
my SHon

nations,

deseriptions of destruction to the
wicked by fire bring 1o mind the capa-
ne hands of the nations to destroy
atomic nuclear bombs. This is a thing
fear in the hearts of all nations at the present

hans the blasting of the earth by napalm,
also. ihe description by Esdras of the destruc-
tion of fire, the f[laming preath, the great
ternpests all mix 24 together partake of a semblance of
atomic blasis, leaving only the dust and smell of smoke.

time.
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5 and to confirm our faith in Him even though we
pe required to resist evil unto blood. {Hebrews
In spezking of these days of tribulation Jesus said,
SPor then shall be greal tripulation, such as was not
cince the beginuning of the world to this time, no, nor
ever shall be. And except those days should be shorten-
ed. there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s
sake those days shall be shortened” (Matthew 24:21-22).
Here Christ promises thal the days of tribulation will

be shortened, apparently interrupting the plans of men
for the destruction of the children of God. For it says
in the Book of Mormon, “TFor the day soon cometh, that
the proud and they who do wickedly, shall be as stubble;
and the day cometh that they must be purned. For the
time soon cometh, that tne fullness of the wrath of God
shall be poured out upon all the children of men: for
he will not suffer that the wicked shall destroy the
rightecus. W herefore, he will preserve the righteous by
his power, even if it be so that the fullness of his wrath
must come, and the righteous be preserved, even unto
the destruction of their e emies by fire, Wherefore,
the righteous need nol fear: for thus saith the prophet,
They 1l be saved, even if it so be as by tire” (I Nephi
7:33-37).
This Scriptu sain brings oul the proposition made
earlier in the article, that (od uses the same means for
hoth the destruction of the wicked and the protection
of the righteous. Fire (stomic blasting?) will destroy
the one thus protecting the other. Following the descrip-
tions Bsdras gave of the destruction to come upon those
God and His Son we have this state-
ment, “But those thal be left behind of thy people are
they that are found witl my borders. Now when he
destroveth the multitude of the nations that are gathered
together, he shall defend his people that remain. And
show them greal wonders” (11 Esdras

all he
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vour heads; for your redemption draweth nigh” (Luke
21:28).

Certainly obedience to God in the face of persecu-
tions will be required of us if we merit His protec-
tion as has been promised in what has been outlined
here. We may have to face ’nar&‘;hip% and discourage-
ments to try our faith, but instead of dispersion it will
pe the time of the gathering for in speaking of His
coming Christ has said, “For wheresoever the carcase s,
there will the eagles be gathered together” (Matthew
24:28) and went on to say, “Then shall two be in the
field; the one shall be taken and the other left. Two
women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be
taken and the other left” (Matthew 24:40-41) for “he
shall send his angels with a greaf sound of a trumpet,
and they shall gather together his elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other” (Matthew
24:31y. Then will come to pass what is spoken of in
Joel, “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall
call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered: for in
mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as
the Lord has said, and in the remnant whom the Lord
shall call” (Joel 2:32).

STEP BY STEP
By Emil Heeb

It was a tragedy, yet it was the first step of a chaln
of events that led me to the water's edge in the restored
Church of Jesus Christ. Tt was a hol summer day when
the paralyzing news struck our home that mother had
passed on to another world. The scene of this sad event
was in Oberreihntal (upper Rhine Valley) of beautiful
Switzerland. As time went on the five children in our
family became scattered. One was adopted here, and
another there, up and down the valley. 1 was only four
vears old and ftwo of the children were younger yet
Dad soon began to carry on long correspondence with
an acguaintance in the land of America.

As a result of this correspondence, Dad decided to
leave Switzerland and go to this land of freedom. It
was a rather chilly spring day in 1906 when Dad, and

a brother just one year my senior, said good-byve to the
rest of us and left for the new country. That was the

second step that paved the way for me some day also
to see the promised land.

Ten more years of my life were spent going to
school and helping to do the chores on my uncle's farm.
These were the good old times. In the summer we
made trips into the Alps and high altitude valleys and
explored the beautiful countryside of my native land.
ears of apprenticeship followed these days on

During this time I completed my plans to
brother in America. My appren-

was free, nothing

Three v
farm.
join my father and my
ticeship ended in October 1818 1
could hold me back now.

1 spent the last day, the
in the valley of my native ba&&imﬂan&
my sister. It was hard for her to see me leave.

the

: twenty-eighth of October,
in the home of
Had it
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not been for the fact that 1 was to join our Dad and
brother, it would have broken her heart.

carly the next morning 1 took the most romantic
step, walking down the rough narrow road towards the
“Landstrasse” (mainstreet through the valley) to catch
the post-coach that connects the towns with the rail-
road. The skv was still filled with stars, and the air was
winiry, Later as 1 was sitting in the train, looking at
the much beloved mountains that flew by the window,
I wondered if I would ever them again. I wonder-
ed too, if T would see something like that beyond the
waves. But whatever came, I felt even then, that an
unseen hand was leading me for a purpose which I
did not know then,

Another day dawned as the train rvolled through
northern France where only little over a year ago the
war had raged leaving scars of burned-out and aban-
doned villages. On the eleventh day of November [
reached New York. 'i"he city was vibrant with the cele-
bration of the first armistice

see

Less than six months aﬁer I had settled myself in
this country, a strange incident happened. It was one
that proved to be another step towards where the un-
seen hand was leading me.  As I walked towards my
father’s farm, I noticed something in the ditch beside
the road. It was partly covered over with grass and
brush.

I went to investigate and found it to be an old suit-
case almost falling dpart, it contained some very soiled
clothes, and a Bible. 1 took the Bible and left the rest.
The mystery of how they happened to be there I have
never solved. Perhaps a bandif took the suit-case hoping
to find some valuables, then finding that it contained
only a Bible threw it into the dilch.

it did contain a treasure for myself, although I did
not know ils value then. As I leafed through the Bible,
I noticed something that was not found in other Bibles.
Years later 1 learned that it was what people called a

“Mormon” Bible. It was the Inspired Version.

From then on 1 was curious to know what was meant
by “Mormon.” OUne day while 1 was browsing through
the books in the Seattle City Library, 1 chanced to see
the word “Mormon™ on one 4,;1 the hooks on the shelves,
Hastily T took it nd started to read. 1 do not
remember the name of the book, but I read about the
life of Joseph Smith and his finding the gold plates
which were translated fo become another book, new to
me, The Book of Mormoen. 1f also mentioned a religion
called the Latter Day Saints

Only a few months pass d until 1 took another step.
A voung man about sixteen vears of age, Charley Syl
bster, came to visit me geveral times. During one of
our conversalions, he mentioned that he was a Latter
Dayv Hal : ‘wrzt back to the book 1 had

it the Church that has the

1 vszry
Qown

“Yes itos, quickly explained that it
is not the ‘hen he asked me eagerly,
“Would yvou like to read the Book of Mormon?” When
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1 told him ves 1 would be glad to read if, he ran home
and got the book for me,
During the time I had the book to read, a missionary

held a series of services at the Seattle Branch of the

Church. Charley’s folks took me along to the services
After a week of services were completed, 1 stepped to

the water’s edge of baptism.

But since the Restoration is not a united front against
the false doctrines of so-called Christiandom, but only
scattered factions of it, also mingled with false doctrines.
it vemained for me to search further to find the one
nearest to the teaching Jesus gave o the Jews in Pales-
tine and to the Nephit% on this land, and make one
more step for the truth, to satisfy my soulhunger for
what is right in the >;gm of God.

the Lord, found in the Doctrine
has long been an eye-sore

Some of the words of
and Covenants, Section 838
to me.

This remnant of the Restoration T found after much
reading of the Zion’s Advocate, and pu?ahca’iums written
by some of the Church’s uncompromising pﬂlaz‘s like
David Whitmer, Daniel MacGregor and others. T also have
been assisted by friends who had given m u(*‘*z thought,
service and prayers that God-loving souls may be added
to His church.

It was these helps confirmed by spiritual dreams and
other happenings that could not be confused with mere
coincidence, that prompted me to take the {inal step to
God’s Church, the Church of Christ (Temple Lot).

This story had been written some time ago, up to the
double line, and printed in the “Stepping Stones” by the
“Herald House.”

Jut since T had joined the Church of Christ (Temple
Loty having been bapmed by Elder Bell, 1 added a
couple of paragraphs 1o it and so submit it to you.

{continued

And what do we get {rom that Jerusalem conference”
Simply the opinions of Peter and Barnabas, followed by
the sentence, (or opinion) of James, the bishop of the
church-—all apostles. But what is the meaning of the
word “sentence?” See the New Universities Dictionary:
It reads: “Judgment, opinion, decision.” Hence, all gave
their decision, James included. “But,” says one, "Peter
must have been one of the first presidency, judging
from what Jesus told him in Matthew 16:9. Well, if that
be the case, possibly all of the aposties were members
of the first presidency, ioz we find about the same state-
ment was made to all the apostles. See Matthew 18:18,
and John 21:23, all | za\'m?; the same keys, power, and

authority. All in the same office and calling. God had
not provided for more. John in Revelation 12:1, did

not see fifteen stars in the woman’s crown, simply
twelve,  No room there for a first presidency. And

in Matthew 19:27, 28 Jesus said that the twelve should

sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel
While Jesus sits in His own throne of glory, but fails fo
provide a throne for a first presidency for some cause.
Are they to be slighted and forgotten, have nothing 1o
say. and nothing to do? and be compelled to go down to
the foot of the class, or to be left out altogether, which
seems 1o be the case?

As God spoke through the apostles and others, and
when trouble or matter of importance confronted the
church, the apostles attended to it. See Acts 1:18-26,
Acts 6:1-6, and Acts 15:1-22. And we are made 1o won-
der why that in all the sayings of the prophets, from
Adam to Malachi, and the sayings of of Jesus Christ and
all the officers of the church from Matthew to Revelation,
that they never made mention of a first presidency, if, in
fact, there was one in existence. Even Luke, who wrote
the Acts of the Apostles, made no mention of a higher
office in the church than the apostles; and in the Book of
Mormon, 1 Nephi 3:78-248, Nephi in his wonderful vision
of Jesus Christ and His church, made no mention of see-
ing a first presidency. But the work of the twelve is
spoken of about sixteen times in said vision. He also
saw that the twelve apostles should judge the twelve
tribes of Israel

Well, having also failed fo find a first presidency
in the New Testament church, as well as in the Book
of Mormon, we shall now undertake the task in the
restoration movement. In Doctrine and Covenants 16:6,
Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer were by revelation
through Joseph Smith in June, 1828, commanded to
search out twelve apostles, which they failed to do for
some cause for about six vears. But in the meantime,
they (Oliver and David as well as Joseph Smith) had
been baptized and ordained to the apostleship, and the
church organized on April 6, 1830. But not a word from
God by way of revelation to the church providing for a
first presidency. But in Doctrine and Covenants 20:1 the
Lord said, “I have caused this last covenant and this
church to be built up unto me, even as in the days of
old.” And in the Church History, vol. 1, page 78, we
find the following: “In accordance with wmmandmem%
and revelations given by him tfo ourselves in the last
days, as well as according to the order of the church as
recorded in the New Testament.” Then in the Docirine
and Covenants, Section 17, we have all the officers of
the church named, one by one, but not a hint of a first
presidency, but seemingly in full agreement with Mat-
thew 10:1-5, I Corinthians 12:28, Ephesians 4:11, and
Nephi’s Vision as recorded in the Book of Mormon.

The next step will be to compare chapter 6 in the
Book of Commandments, with Doctrine and Covenants,
section 7:; for right here is where the [irst presidency
egg is beginning to hatch. For in the self-same revela
tion in the two books we find 112 words in the Book of
Commandments and 255 words in the Doctrine and Cov-
enants, and if now begins to look a little suspicious. In
Church History, volume 1, pages 221 to 228, and 249,
we learn that Joseph Smith himself was the one that
carefully and praverfully prepared the revelations in
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dedicated them fto
Thig

the Book of Commandments and
God” and ordered three thousand copies printed.
was in November 1831,

Some contend that the Book of Commandments was

never completed.  Well, us gee about that. The
Evening and The Mor s Star (the church paper) for
May 1832, refers to the Book of Commandments as "now

in print,” and it appe* rs that i w
middle of April. Anyway David Whitmer said, "I have
a copy of it which was published complete” Brother
Jacoh Whitmer gave his copy to Brother John C. Whit-
mer: his son now has it. And upon the title page in
large letters “A BOOK OF COMMANDMENTS FOR THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST OR-
GANIZED ACCORDING TO LAW ON THE 8TH DAY
OF APRIL 1830, ZION. PUBLISHED BY W. W
PHELPS AND (O., 1833, Then the following: “The
book was finished complete and bound in paper covers.”
(Evening and Morning Star, vol. 13, no. 1, page 1.} An-
other: The Library of Congress still possesses a copy
of the Book of Commandments of 160 pages and signed
Feed W. Ashly, Chief order of division. This was in
reply to an inquiry dated December 12, 1911, Another
inguiry of November 30, 1911, reads, from the New York
Public Library, “We secu ‘fc\i a perfect copy of this
work. This copy has no marks of previous ownership.
It consist of 180 Signed W. M. Lyemberg
Reference Librarian,

in press about the

pages.”

We have a number of inguiries and replies, but the
foregoing will be quite enough. The fact remaing that
chapter 6 of the Book of Commandments was changed
and added to as it appears in Doctrine and Covenants
section 7.

But of course that is not the only one of the revela
tions that have been tinkered with in order to make

room for a first presidency. TPossibly the ancient way
of spelling presidency was “Pillars” {seemed to Dbel
Well, anyway, at Amherst, Ohio, on January 25, and

April 26, 1832, at Independence,
was set apart fo the first presidency, and the events
were both special conferences. There was no revela
tion directing such a matter. It was done exclusively
by a resolution. See Church History, m 1, page 244
And why was not the sefiing apart of a first presidency
deferred until the voice of a general {:{mfwenw should
be heard? »”md thus iizwﬁ conserved the law of com-
mon consent, as the law of God provides. Well, for the
best of reasons H 3 firs }L?I‘f?ﬂid{‘nﬁ}’ scheme was a new
departure—uﬂh@az‘d of mi% unread of and a general
conference body might have spoiled the whole project
by citing them to the law already given. and to Amos
3.7, ete.

“Oh but,” says one,
Covenants provides for the
True enough. But for cause it i 5
by turning to Joseph Smith's history
lished in Millennial Star. vol 15
learn that this revelation, section
until after March 28, 1835—some th

Missouri, Joseph Smith

“section 104 in the Doctrine and
office of first president”
no date. However,
of himself as pub-

ges 245, 246, we
04, was not given
ree vears and three

ba
1
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months after Joseph Smith was ordained president of
the high priesthood, and over two years afier the first

was fully organized. See vol. 1, Church His-
s 9899283 Also Doctrine and Covenants 87,

pz'@udem
tory. pag

oy

. 3.

In revelation given April 8, 1830, 18:1, it is stated
that Joseph Smith shall be called a seer, a translator, a
prophet, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, also an elder of
the church through the will of God the Father, ete
Nothing said, however, about a first presidency. In the
Book of ({:»z’simandnwnis chapter 24, and Doctrine and
Covenants 17:1 (same revelation) it will be noted that we
already have three apostles. And in Book of Command-
ments 15:27, we read:

“And now behold there are others w‘im are called
to declare my gospel both unto the Gentiles and unto
Jews: vea, even unto twelve” Dutlin B{}C’{mw and Cov-
enants 16:5, the word “unto” is 39;’} out entirely. The
intention originally was to add ul more apostles {o
the former three.

In Church History, vel 1, p wwe 541, Joseph Smith
said (February 14, 1835), *The first business of the meet-
ing was for the three witnesses (;§ he Book of Mormon to
pray each one, and proceed to choose twelve men (not
ni‘z\m from the church as apostles, after which the fol-

lowing men were chosen if) be apostles of the Church of

Christ: Lyman F. Jehnson, Brigham Young, Heber C.
Kimball, Orson Hyde, m;d W. Patten, Euéw Johnson,
William E. McLellin, !{*Mz F. Boynton, Orson Pratt, Wil-
Ham B. Smith, Thomas B. Marsh, and Parley P. Pratt.

From the above it will be nofed that not one of the
former three apostles is included. Hence we can now see
why the word “unto” was left out of the revelation in
Doctrine and Covenants 16:5—for a nest egg. 5o in
1835, we have fifteen apostles in place of twelve. B ’%
before that we have a full first presidency and secondly
quorum of twelve apostles?  Quite out of line with ﬂ%f‘
New Testament and Book of Mormon church. See Mat-
thew 10: T Corinthians 12; Doctrine and
Covenants 17 and 42,

Elder Willlam W. Kellev. a former member of the
Quorum of Twelve in the ?mg"» nization, said: It
helieved by some that after { ion of the Savior,
Peter, James and John were advanced to the presidency
of the church: that their authority henceforth trans-
cended that of the other apostles: but unfortunately for
their theory there seems to be it ﬂf‘ or WM;WL o sup-
port it.’—Presidency and Priesthooe

On the same page he savs: “Th
showing that either Peter or Eeim ever acted in that
capacity, but rather they continued in the very offices
and authority to which they were appointed when they
were first called to apostleship by the Master.,” And his
statement to Peter in Matthew 16:19, as to the kevs of
the kingdom, had the same bearing on the balance of
the twelve and ministry, and nothing to do with
leadership or presidency of the church cutside of his
own guorwm. He was simply the chalrman of the
twelve apostles. So where are we?

Hyphesiang 4;

he erue

o

were is 1o g%‘vi(‘ima‘:{?
3

£

had
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In Doctrine and Covenants 99, page 6, we read:
“rhe president of the church, who i1s also the president
of the council, is appointed by revelation and acknowl-
edged in his ministration by the voice of the church.
And it is according to the dignity of his office that he
shall preside over the high council of the church. And
it is his privilege to be assisted by two other presidents,
appointed after the same manner that he himself was
appointed.”

Quite the reverse took place on January 25 and 26,
1832, if we have been trutifully informed. In Doctrine
and Covenants 43:1 we read: “Ye have received a com-
mandment for a law unto my church through him whom
I have appointed unio you 1o receive commandments
and revelations from my hand. And this ye shall know
assuredly, that there is none other appointed unto you
to receive commandments and revelations until he be
taken, if he abide in me.”

Now we have it, and now we don’t have it, but are
made to inquire if there really was a first presidency
in the Old or New Testament church? Where can
the revelation or revelations of appointment be found?
And more, where are the revelations they received for
the church? It is true that James in his first epistle
gave some very fine counsel to the church as an apostle,
but not a revelation. And an apostle he was, and for
all we know, he might have bheen a bishop of the
churches, some writers so contend, and they may have
had a hand in helping the balance of the twelve in giving
orders, and ordaining the seven deacons spoken of in
Acts 6:1-6, as the deacon’s life would naturally be a part
of the finanecial law business of the church, and in case
of the bishop or bishops and under their jurisdiction.

In our missionary labors we are very much inclined
to cite our hearers of the world to Isaiah: “To the law
and to the testimony if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.” Surely
this citation equally applies fo every Latter Day Saint,
first, last, and all the time, no matter what faction they
may belong.

In conclusion, may God by the power of His Spirit
help us all to become as one, and made to see eye 1o eve;
for united we stand, but divided we {all. So might it
be. Amen.

HEAR A PARABLE
By One Concerned

James 1:22, “Be ve doers of the Word, and not hear-
ers only, deceiving vour own selves.”

Once there was g shepherd who went into a vast
land of wild sheep and goats to build a sheepfold. It
was to be a perfect sheepfold for the purpose of gath-
ering, nurturing, teaching and bringing into being a
perfect flock. The shepherd laid out the plan to the
detail, not only for the building of the structure but
also its operation. He prepared a process leading
to the fold and st the entrance a fountain through which

each sheep gathered should be led that by a Divine
Alchemy it would be purified and thus become enabled
to grow into a perfect sheep. Even a Goat through this
process could be reborn a sheep. The shepherd called
together servants to help construct the fold to get it in
readiness. He gave them instructions, explaining, di-
recting but he was summoned home and he left the
work of gathering the flock into the care of his ser-
vants,

At first the servants were diligent in obeying all
the shepherd’s instructions, doing all things as he had
directed them. They carefully led each sheep they
gathered through the whole, sometimes long, sometimes
slow, sometimes painful process leading to the gate
and then through the fountain. But later they began
to get impatient to fill the fold. They didn't always
understand why or just what each of these procedures
was to do nor could they always see the result right
away, so some began to get careless. They began to
ignore some of the shepherd’s instructions; they began
to by-pass some of the required steps leading to the
gate. And if a sheep or a goat would come when called
they would quickly pass it through the fountain and
boost it on into the fold, hoping to have gathered a siz-
able flock by the time the shepherd returned, forgettfing
the shepherd had cautioned them he must have gqualify
rather than quantity.

And then, too, because the servants ignored part of
the requirements of entry they were unable to execute
the plan the shepherd had left for the operation of the
fold. His plan called for each sheep to be equal for he
never intended that any one of his sheep should have
that which was above another. Having gathered them
in without the complete transforming process the flock
was still, many of them untamed and half-wild. They
did not accept governing or correcting and were in a
very unequal condition. This meant that more and more
of the servants’ time was needed within the fold frying
to keep or bring some order to the confusion that their
own lack of absolute adherence to the shepherd’s direc-
tions had caused. 8o, very few new sheep were now
added to the flock. Occasionally a stray would stumble
to the entrance almost on their own and be admitted.
And there were some born within the fold, a few of
which remained, but many left

What will the shepherd find when he returns? The
plan is still good, as perfect as when he laid it. The
structure is still there, damaged perhaps in places but
intact. But neither the operation nor the flock fulfill
his purpose. They have not, being {irst purified on
entering, gone on to a perfect flock. They are not equal.
There is not in many instances much difference between
the sheep inside the fold and the wild sheep on the
outside. There are some who have lost somewhat of
the surface debris. There are some who not having
needed a lot of changing, stiill don’t need a Iot of chang-
ing. Perhaps there are some goats which now look
somewhat like sheep but are still somewhat like goals,
and some who sometimes even act like goats. Perhaps
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ve received the transformation
{ are of the guality which he

he will {find o {
of the Divine Alcher 1
o accept

requires if he iz them as his flock. What a
sorry state of affairs..

the shepherd do?  Restore the damaged
structure to its original con umun of excellence. Reform
his core of servants, % ing / e who will perform
or do all things as i, that the fold be
operated on the : Jus and equality, that he
has given. And the flock? 5%14»& who cannot or will
not qualify, that they become pure, without si
blemish, must leave the fold, for he has determined that
no unclean thing can inhabit it

Shall we bf> orised, however, if the shepherd on
his return feels a little wrath about the claim still being
made that this ;(,mj and flock are his, when it has failed
so terribly of meeling his specifications?

v

The conceding statement has been made, ©I grant yvou
we're not Saints”  Exactly! Until or unless we are
Saints and can be recognized as such we do Him a dis-
honor to claim we represent Him. If we are only half
sheep and hall goat we do not qualify as Ilis flock, even
though we have sneaked within the structure of the
fold. Let us not deceive i‘%léi“fﬂ(h es nor mock God, We
will be known for whatsoever we have become and

accordingly we will be judged. His sheep know His
voice and they follow ”ma Hereby we can know if

we are His sheep, we will keep His commandments.
Only those who believe, obey, and only those who obey
really believe.  Only line is given by which we
shall measure and but one pattern is given by which
we shall build if He shall accept our labor. T

one

T'o measure
by any other than that line given is to be deceived con-
cerning our hereabouts. To deviate in the least degree
from the pattern given by which {o build means we are
building not His Kingdom but our own. To continue
as we are is to be weighed the balance and found
wanting.

The solution: }'2(‘9("!}?81%"“? The broken heart and
the contrite spirit, nu‘m litional surrender of our
wills to His, the %zwmim of body and soul to serve Him.
To accept Him as King to rule us by edict,

Lot us measure oil in our the Bride-
groom comes!

lamups before

Dear Readers of %h@ Advocate:

I wish to take this opportunity to express my sincere
thanks o all those who were };\ id encugh to send me
hymnals and Bool >§' Mormon upon reading a request
for same I put in te some time back,

s«

<
41
if

I also ri&v(*i\'@(‘“ niributions to buy new
materials.  God truly ¢ > hearts of many people
and I wish 1o thank and everyv one of you who
responded.

Thank you,
Ider Hans H. Hansen

Bl
7318 Columbia
Hammond, Indiana
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Atin. Sunday School Superintendents
of Aég Locals:

The General Sunday School Assoclation would like
to teke this (3;);){\1»35;1:\ to remind you, that the 197¢
General Conference is just around the corner, and we
will once again bave our vearly business meeting,
The General ! ay  School Association would once
again appreciate your help to make the meeling a sue-
cess by each local submitting a Sunday School report of
the wvearly aclivities. You sponse 10 a similar re-
quest last yvear was greatly appreciated. We hope to
have a repeat of thal success in 1970,

The General Sunday School Association cordially
invites vou to the z 1o present your reports 0}
participate in its other activities. Any ideas on how to
promote the Sunday School in general would be appre-
ciated for it is a part of God’s work. If in the last year,
vou have had new thoughts or ideas on a promotional
bagls, please put them in writing and submit a copy
to the Secretary of the General Sunday School Associa-
tion, Bro. Harvey E. Seibel. 1502 South Logan, Inde-
Missouri

Sl

re

pendence, 64055, In this way we can have
some idea of what will be presented that we might put

it on the docket for discussion, debate and vote, We
then can expedite matiers smoothly.

Your co-operation will benefit all the membership
of the Church of Christ, Temple Lof. Thanking vou in
advance we remain.

Tony Grzincie

{Vis‘mmzé Sunday Sct

Leslie . Case

General Sunday
Harvey E, Seibel
General Sunday School Secretary

NOTICE

Solemn Assembly

wol Supervintendent

School Assistant Superintendent

The following resolution was f“zr*wd by the 1969
General Conference of the Church at the 2:00 P. M.

session, April. “That this Church of Christ appoint a
olemn assemly of all the membership and all the chil-
dren to be held at the ivmpléé Lot on the three days
immediatelv preceding the 1970 Conference for the
purpose of seeking ivine assistance and direc-
tion In accompl which have already
been anded sho ui a{uml?’mh
in order that it mi
Christ,

COm

%\u? this ‘wimm; Amembiy will

Gospel of
oreul the da im m April 2nd through April 4th.”

w0 Council of Apostles “u“e’t;y announces that a
Solemn \*; ST M‘» of the Church in harmony with the
above resclution, will he held April Znd, 3rd, and 4th,

in the upper auditorium of the bﬂ!idzzw on the Temple
A April Znd.

*%:(}{} A ML ith g :%;p ag?ww meeting will be
310;& n the same room with the Council of Apostles if
bizai%isd
Archie F. Bell, Sacretary

Council of Apostles

L.ot, beginning at

Respectfuily su
.
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