I would no

A4 Pragyen For Facith

Alfred Norris

.

ask Thee that my days

Should flow quite smoothly on and on;

Lest 1 should learn to love the world

To well, ere all my time was done.

1 would not ask Thee that my work

Should never bring me pain por fear;

Lest T should learn to work alone,

And never wish Thy presence near.

1 would not ask Thee that my friends
Should now and always constant be;

Lest T should learn to lay my faith

In them alone, and not in Thee.

But I would ask Thee still to give

By night my sleep, by day my bread,

And that the counsel of Thy word

Should shine and show the path fo tread.

And T would ask a humble heart,

A changeless will to work and wake,

A firm faith in Thy providence,

The rest—tis Thine to give or take.
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EDITORIAL . . ..

PRAYER

o pass, that, as he was praving in a
wen ne ceased, one of his disciples said
teach us to pray, as John also taught
his disciples. And he sald unto them, when ye pray,
say, Our Father which zxr‘t, in heaven, hallowed be thy
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in
1, 50 in earth, Give us day by day our daily bread.
give us our sins: for we also forgive everyone
ebled to us. And lead us not into temptation;
rous from evil” (Luke 11:1-4),

“And I say unto you, Ask. and it shall be given vou;
@vwk and ve shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
L'wu For everyone that asketh receiveth:; and he
Vaz """" ¢th findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall
he (>g>’>nmi If a son shall ask bread of any of you that
i ‘i}w{ will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish,
¢ for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask
g, will hie offer him a scorpion? If ve then, being
cnow how to give good gifts unto vour children:
much more shall your heavenly Father give the
- Spirit to them that ask him?” (Luke 11:9-13).
In answer to the question, Jesus gave them a pattern
or outline of how and for whal to pray, stating that if
they would only make the effort, that that which they
desived would be granted.
Today we sometimes wonder why our pravers often
to go wazan%aa'ef‘“ﬂ d. The scriptures make it plain
: Lord in i"fi ‘1 bﬁi' m"ngk nothing
This implies
or at least that

we are :> vise we could not
: ¥ would be granted

vill was. ° ”md this is the confi-

him, that, if we ask any thing

according ie heareth us: And if we know
that he hear sever we ask, we know that we
have the petitions that we desired of him” (I John
5:14-15)
It goes without saving that the answer couid be neg-
iy ssary ot we so vield our-
vhen his will is not
may say, thy will

himsell, demonstrated
rarden of Gethsema

- His Fatl
in his

illingness when

; he knew the
[ the awfulness of the
desired that this bitter
ut knowing the scriptures
we was dependent upon

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

INSTRUCTIONS IN ORDERING

>vertheless, thy will be

There is somethi
“*;?m?« DTa%

i faith is
wié’i%in our

g else involved in offering up an
unio God It must be mixed with
argely {ii?i}}i?ziéi:‘ﬂ? upon whether we
15 that we

have been obedient
not.  If we have not pleased God,
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cannot approach

our conscience i>s>a§‘izzs>’ witness, we
unto him in faith, for we wi‘;é e weak in the faith. We
shall wav ' £ pur guilt. “Butl let
him ask i ring, For he tnal wav-
ereth is imf« a /ii‘%wwz ‘a%"'iﬁ* the wind and
tossed. For ie k that he shall receive
any thing of G-7)

On the
eommandm
wWe may ;ap;mx;
our petition. 1ne
“j‘;wm,s for “The
esous man availeth
of the wicked is an abomi

hehold, God hath sal
that which is good;
unto God, except
pmi’ztc‘ih mnu;zz;; ’

e
ot

wve kept the
; Unv O‘zwzm@sg
ith, knowing he will hear
only for the
er mi a mgnb

“For
can not do
Or prave th
ol ;zmm it

> Bible and the Book
v always. There are some
good reasons i’m* : What azmm temptation?
Do we earnestly desire to flee its grasp? “Watch and
pray, that ve enter not into temptation: the spirit mdevi
is m}lm; but the flesh is w eaix' (f‘vimi%af*‘f 26:41). What
about keeping spiritually alert? “But of that day an (% hat
hour knoweth no man, no, not ‘iM angels which are in

heaven, neither the Son, but the Father. Take ye heed,
watch and pray: for ve know ’io% when the time is |
Watch ve therefore: for ve know not when the ‘f’raafsiez’

of the house cometh . . . Lest coming mz(i ienly he find
yvou sleeping” (Mark 3:;’%2~133 fzmd 25-36
Prayer is also v for prote M{m {from the evil
day 1o come, > he “%t ai any
time vour hearts ercharged with surf
drunkenness, and g iife,
come upon you unawares. For as a snarve
on all them that ¢ xwi; {:m the face of
Watch ye fore i
accounted worthy I
come to pass, &
(Luke 21:3 )
pertinent word
“But that ve would %*;Wf vourselves before the 1

and watch and pray con

o ua;seh* :

joss
T

A

oy

e O
e

Jillm

and call on his holy name,
ually, that 3 pled above that

ve may not be ter
i 1 by the Holy *:pm
. patient, full of love
having faith on the Lord” {(Alma
‘Behold, verily, verily, you, Ye must
and pray always, lest ;w enter into temptation” (3 Nephi
8:50). “Wherefore, brethren, pray unt
the Father with all
may be fille hoih
upon all who are true followers

can bear,
humble, meek,
long suffering;

submiss

unio

that ve may become the sons

shall appear, we shall be e | [Moroni 3.
“Which Comforter filleth with hope and perfect love,
which love endureth by diligence oT
'si onl 8:29).

§ra}'m: then, is the means whereby w

ADVOCATE

is why
tion with
can dis-
; d a soul is
tost. “For if ye would he 1ounto > Smr‘ii which
‘imi'hééh a man u:; v iaf ve must
1ot a man to pray, but
But behold I say
and not faint: that
e Lord, save in the
amez in the name
consecrate thy performance unto
thy performance may be for the welfare of
Nephi 14:11-12).

is 50 imy g

and

i rem

tl
1

WAS 84 TEeCessary prere-
qu to our prayers. And how
tr say unto vou, whosoever
s

That
wain, Be thou removed, and be
- and shall not doubt in
111 helieve t se things which he saith shall
i he snall ‘:mw whatsoever he saith. There-
what things scever ve desire, when
e 1 ve shall have
ve, if ve have

his heart,

into i%z@

whern ve

that

; nst any: 3 also which is in
heaven may for give vou yvour frespasses” (Mark 11:23-25).

i, “If ve shall ask any thing in
%k,mim 14:14).

my name, 1 will do

But as is usually the case, in order to gel the full
picture we must have line upon line, here a little, there
a little. Returning to the Book of Mormon we read,
“For Satan desireth to have you, thal he may sift you
as wheat; thervefore must dﬂ/df&,b pray unto the
Father in my vhatgoever ye hall ask the
in my pame, IS RIGHT, believing iha‘f

;a ’ﬁh‘“’

ve shall receive, behold it shall be given unto you”
3 T\% :phi 8:51).
é%{;m{"ﬁn' 5, after we have prayed over w”‘rzi\”{‘%ii@g

for a we become di and

couraged t!m (ww ‘3". nd he spake a zmmbzu unte
them to ’mz» end, that men ought always to pray, and
not to faint” (Luke 18:1).

that we
Lord. In
ypened had

s quotations
tions to h@

hav

It is ¢bvious from the
id persevere in our st
the case quoted below

praver been disconti:
soul |
11 ¢ %}; ps'ay-er azm
for mine own 3{3':’; A the day long

the zwfbi came, I did
m d the heavens.
thy sins
(¥nos

and w
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1:5-7). “And it came to p they had fasted and
prayed for the space (;% and two nights, the

fimbs of Alma receh and he stood up

g them 1o be of

| this is not ail. Do
‘x'i %upg@w “mi 1 kno wese things myself? Behold,
I testify unto vou, that 1 do know that these things
whereo! 1 have spoken, frue. i nhow do ve sup-

An
i

pose that I know of the

you, They are made known unio me

of God. Behold, 1 have fasted and

that I might know these things

e notice

element that is
8

{ :ﬁ;‘w unto
f-api it
many m

©surety?

)uw
of m}s«@i{

-

T
V¥

this point that th
often used ip “{)ﬁ‘!““{tﬂi n with

and that is fasting. It is apparent many times th
prayer alone is not as effectual. This is the reason the

disciples were unable to cast
certain occasion, for sai

out the ewl spirit on a
d Jesus, that kind goeth out with
prayer and fasting. Fasting appears to be particularly
important in the work >i” iw church. today may be
somewhat negﬂ‘{tiqi Yet in the early
church fasting played 2 n the work.

“For they we H
they had searchec

We

men of a

sound uzwi“ 3 ,z%n{}izza; and

Uzai they

might know "m{* ‘AU; 4 of God }()i, all: they
had given the i ‘ii;@m

for they hm pirit of prophecy,

revelation, they taugnt, 1 with
power and authorily, even as with the nd auth-

ority of God” (Alma 12:4

“Neverthele

55, they

and pray oft, and did

wax stronger and stronge 3 humility, Lmﬁ firmer
and firmer in the faith of Christ . . 77 (Helaman 2:31).

t and to
the

to fast
concerning

“And the church did meet fogether oft,
pray, and to speak one with m{)izw
welfare of their souls . {(Moroni 6:6),

it seems evident that this type of prayer and fasting
can only result from those who have fruly been born of
the Spirit. This thought is borne out in 3rd Nephi when

Christ made his appearance to the
came to pass, that when Jesus had
Father, he came unto his disciples,
still continue, without g, 1
they did not multipl

them what they should
desire” {3 MNephi 9:24).

Nephites. “And it
hus praved unio the
and behold, they did
pray unto him; and
for it was given unto
and they were filled with

e

§ ray,

Truly, this was inspired p The ideal
then is 43{36 which ig inspired of God and not of our own
making. Nevertheless, we in our weakness do not al-

ways pray for that which we ought. But the W’{% in hi%‘
merey has granted to us a second infercessor.
the Spirit alse helpeth our infirmities: for we Bmsw zmt
what we should pray for as we ght: but the Spirit
itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which

uttered” (Romans

cannol be

from James:

To conclude we quote “Is any among
vou afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing

psalms.  Is any »1&\ among vou? let him call for the
elders of the church; pray over him,

ADYVOUATE
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in the name of the Lord: And
save the sick, and the Lord
he have committed sins, they

one 1o an-
be healed”

‘ess vour faulls
-, that ve may

Harvey E. Seibel

of David and Becky

by Apostle

e daughter of Richard
xw‘» baptized by her father
v on of hands by her grandfathers,
Wheaton, Sr. and Elder Oren A
Flder Richard A. Wheaton
I wa;nf: Lot Local, Independence,

received by the hand of {ellow-

" Belding, Michigan and
Minnesota were baptized
u;zz and received the laying
{mx . Yates and Conley
higan July 20, 1969,
of Max and Elaine Lee
higan was %w;} ized by Priest John Gill
/i on of hands by Elders Conley
Yates at Maple City, Michigan

vin M. and
ri, was b&pt;/@d
lorado August 10,

1ds by h@; grand-
es ML (ms& am‘

July 26th and
AL Camp near Black
well off the highway,
irees, near the banks
g 2 good sized dining hall,
and adioining this was a
: in charge served
urrounding area
ced of sleeping guar-
wmbleness seemed

v happy with all of our dear
10 came {rom far 1o meet with us.
and keep each one.

a5 devoted to singing gospel
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hvmns, followed by a round dtable discussion on signs of
of the times, and various conditions that are yet 1o take
place. There was also some questions and thoughts
presented relative to the “walk on the moon,” which
had transpired just the previous Sunday, and what bear-
ing this great ad evement might have on future events,
in the light of prophe
On Sunday morning we came twﬂhw in fa
praver to enter into our sacr :
Ray Hunholz and H‘in% Hui\ his on
Bro. Frank Kmapp and
serving the emblems.

1g and

rethren

;mi ting
in the
heart

There

were 1
prayers and Lcs‘i‘momex offered, and we rejo

presence of the Holy Spirit, which flov
to heart, bringing renewed hope and peace 1o all.

reunion were by Apostles
noand Wm. F. Anderson,
General Bishopric.

- to get to heaven
not a tower of
’ifm %\” ‘ra u;x;d:-

. W w o,

and 1 Ider Johr
Bro. W’zwat{‘n a‘p(‘«éﬁ;ﬁ of the towe
which we are building in our (E
material means, but of a spiritt *u§ ne
ence to the gow”i of Christ,
achieve greater heighls on

that

hearts knit together in i we, that we ma
task set before us in preparing a place

Zion, for those who serve the Lord. Ther
things taking place in our time which were
the prophets of old as signs of the latter days.
take heed, and search our daily lives with a divine dis-
content, that we be not found wanting.

2ro. Sweem’s message exfolled the g
which is of far greater importance ??w
moon. It is the pow f God unto salvati
believe, the early church
all whe believed came to
and mind. The sam
and mind. Such a condl
of Zion. We must beware of

vospel of Christ
going to the
who

d{m was the
ally timely, not only

The s
good old iasimmzu icmd and
for those who belong to the church, but also
present who do not. He spoke of the uncertainty
peril of the times in which we ave living
that God undersiands all that is taking place, and has
provided a way of escape throu g%a %w’%{sna:&:% to the
commands of God, that have both con-
cerning the ff*s%ﬁblisn'tmm of ﬁ;{ when Christ

was here on earth, and of the g restored in
these latter days: that w;mpzumm},« i > made for
Christ’s second coming.  Are we rememb g to keep
covenant we made with the Lord, that may abide
that day?

Our dear Bro. Anderson occupied the pulpit Sunday
evening at the last service of the reunion. T understand
he preached a resounding sermon on faith, and keeping
the commandments of God. 1 am truly sorry I'm Una%ﬁe
to give more details of the sermon, bul T was not present,
and the Sister who was to take notes for me fdzi >d {0

‘WUW

and
commenting

church
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message. My apologies Anderson.

to Bro
o in which Bro. Wheaton spoke, Sr.
»d so peautifully the inspiring song,
Cleared Away.” Here are the

Ai

But we see wda other darkly,
I } Autumn days;
;tseznﬂy

Ways

ar too hzghiy
d worldly light;
"zztfegi ‘;ew’ 5

In our p:éd‘ and

S0 we pass the b,,
In the mists that |

Oft we
Of ou
f}» W

fail 1o trace

source

darkness,
XK/;} SV

; i%‘{ prints

"E*%m

Tod we've wandered,

iw raise;
‘i}(?'%i or

come when the mists and
truly hecome 3 united
* good works; that

the time soon
to Nift,

gm\yw

pee uliar

MY DREAM

1 dreamed death came the other night
And heavens swung wide '
With kindly grz 3 came
And ered me insi
And there to my aston &%nn{“m

‘olks T'd known on earth

judged and }‘wi unfit

Azm some of little wméh
Indignant words rose 1o my lips
But never were set free
For every face showed stunped surprise

one expected me.

Lord, and
navel, and

thine own eyes: fear the
1t shall be health to thy
{Proverbs 3:7

7-8)

“Be not wise in
depart from evil.
to thy bones”

o

Mmarrow
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ARTICLES

s opinions of the cuthor and do not necessardly reflect the teachings of the church or the opinions of the sditorial sicdl
: may in some cuses be inlerpreted as poniroversiol In notare,
ner in whick o belief or on opinion is expressed, and evidences prosented to support that beliel, suid ariicles should be

we believe thot such qutlcles U wrilten In om

presenied to the readers.

THERE IS A SPIRIT IN MAN

Part One

By William A. Sheldon

In recent months, our home has
members of the religious sect,
vah's Witnesgses.”

been visited by
denominated as “Jeho-
Several points of discussion raised

by them were felt to be out of harmony with the word
of God; none more so than the belief entertained by
them that between death and the resurrection, there
is no conscious state of being with man.

Since 1 do not have available any literature repres-

, I will not

enting this group or association in this view
attempt to speak for ’zz . However, such as may be
found on the subiect in the scriptures should be of
inferest to all so. culieqi {Eu 151 ic ns, and so we underfake
to affirm the oppos . viz., that man is not
wholly mortal; that maim"‘ being com-
posed of spirii sical substance; that
this spirit in man ives the n‘ssw}ul death and en-
sures a vital connecting link between his experience in
this “vale of tears,” or mortal life, and that condit ym of
immortality which is his in the “resurrection.” We
further affirm that not only does the “spirit in man”
survive, but that to do so, it must be a conscious, intelli-
gent entity.

In thus undertaking to
tw:& and persu: 1”4‘% ‘*11@ readery

reason upon spiritual mat-
~ to a conclusion, we realize
is immediately narrowed
, led that there is at
3 1an ?; ve five normally attributed
have not become so hide-bound
as {o hzwif fommd“d hevond cavil, that when
dies his existence has ended and he shall never ag:
be made a intelligent being, Our appeal
is to will allow their minds to entertain a

{
to such
14‘%2 one

“sense”’

or at least they

more

conscious,

those w

possibility, Mm’m’{ér remote it may seem, that there is
gomething beyond the scope of the eyve, the faintest
vibration of H‘p ear drum. the most delicate odor taste,

or the m

LS B S, 3
There is

sensitive response to fouch.
a quality or emanation oris
the Great Uncaused Cause, a being we -all God, which
emanation or substance is the Holy Spirit, who can
exert an influence upon soemething within man to move
him in the direction of the will of the Divine Mind.
This something within man is also of spiritual sub-
stance, which is the “inner man” spoken of by the
apostle Paul (Ephesians 3:16).

inating with

Our appeal shall be to the scriptures, the word of
God, bhased upon what is termed “the golden rule of

interpretation.”’

“When the plain sense of
mon sense, seek no other sens
word at its primary, {‘ardma?y,

W’r'pfur@ makes com-
. therefore take every
usuaL literal meaning

uniess the facts of the context indicate clearly other-

wise.”

We have spoken of s ;ﬂéii}‘ai substance, which may
cause some raising of evebrows in wonder, or disbelief;
however, we feel sure this should cause no difficulty
since substance is defined as “a material object as
ontrasted with something intangible”” Thus, substance

or matter must be tangible. Rut what is it fo be
t is that which is p@wep{i%;ké to one or more
five senses; but it is alse defined as “capable

apprehended by the mind; of definite shape.”
P I

n a pt mfwfn?“z@zﬁ sense, as defined by the dictionary,
e is “the essential nature that underlines phen-

that in which gualities or atiribuies inhere.”

he we are looking for a substance within
man which our minds can comprehend; it will have a
definite shape and will possess certain gualities or at-
fzu M»:. ’{‘ iri ubstance was referred to by

i there zs a &;piz‘% in man: and the inspiration of
mighty giveth them understanding” (Job 32:8),
E‘% ith this the apostle s in this language:
“For what man

Paul agree

knoweth the things of a man, save
the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of
God knoweth no man, but the spirit of God” (1 Corin-

# &) ‘V - Y
thians 2:11),

last statement is cla in the Inspired Ver-

“Even so the things of Goc
he has the Spirit of God”

It <‘h<>u1} be evident from the foregoing texts that i
by the means of his g)m?‘ as it is moved upon by
oly Spirit, that man can comprehend God. In fact,
it is this spirit within man, endowed by the Creator
vith a capacily for understanding, and the
| " to reason and make cholice, not possessed by any
ature, which distinguishes man from the ani-
2 alone, of all the earthlv creation. can com-
ee the nature of God, and so make

1 knoweth no man, except

sy ey d g
greates

if %%;%is be 1 , to class mam\m{i as of the anima !
k n U?ml 15 to be in direct opposition to the word of

In the account of creation (Genesis 1), we
that God vz\@ai@d every living creature

are told
“after his kind”

fverses 20 to 25), specifying all sea life, fowls of every
kind, ‘hﬂ'}&:ic wme and every creeping thing. And then
He ecreated man—separate and distinet,

vid said, and as repeated by Paul:

What is man, that thou art mindful of him?
or the son of man, that thou vigitest him? Thou madest
him a little lower {only a little lower, W.A.S)) than the
angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and
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{éi(is’i’ set him over the works of thy hands” (Hebrews
2:6-73.

Man's ability to understand the things of God must,
of necessily, be an inherent guality of all whosg capa-
céi“ of mind has not been shunted by the incapacity

f the brain through birth defect or subsequent injury,

or even worse, whose mind has been darkened through
unbelief.

The mind, then. is evidently the spirit of man
the braipn is the vehicle or means Dy i
finds expression; receiving influ ,
man, and his environment; choosing or rej@ciizzj&,;
communicating hig reactions according to such
as he may have available by reason of his ‘z(wmzﬂ i d
experiences,

&’ﬁfa

1t will now be in order to show that this spirit of
man is not a figment of the imagination, but that it has
shape and is the real being called man, while the ou it

ward or visible man is really

lives, fashioned after the imag

1t is declared by some ﬁ’*za*
and only the breath which he breathes.
text is quoted in support, as they believe

“And the Lord God formed man of Mw dust of the
ground, and breathed into his m}v%n% the Dbreath of
hfe: and man became a living scul” (Genesis 2:7).

ui the house in which he

¢ of the inner

¥e have no quarre]l with the text; with it we are in
he z}t‘» agreement: but the stated posifion presumably
based upon it is not in harmony with the context, which
necessarily modifies the understanding of fthe text
quoted.

Chapter one of Genesis reveals the whole course of
creation. though stated very briefly, and verse one of
Chapim’ two states uneguivocally:

“Thus the heavens and the earth were fi

21l the host of them.” (All scriptural empha
W.A8)

“All the host” of the earth would include man,
would it not?

Verses 2 and 3 of Genesis 2 speaks of m@ seventh
day as a day of rest after the six da %‘; 1ie

day was sanctified and blessed o
verses 4 and 5

“These are the geperations of the
the earth when they were created, in the day that the
Lord God made the earth and the heavens, and every
plant of the field before # was in the earth, and eve
herh of the field before it grew: for the Lord God ha
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was m?
a man to till the ground.”

This is a most amazing statement, for if language
says anvithing, we are to understand that the act of
creation was completed, ;;mi still there was neither plant
nor man upon the face of the earth; and we may s
with perfect assurance that neither ani-
mal or creeping thing whatsoever to seen in the earth
These all did exist; they were ereated, but not in physi-
cal form! Evidently the whole creation of living things
came into being in a spiritual form or substance. Ac-
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stance, these

c@;‘dii’sg@ to our definition of sul
! though no

s had qualities and atirit
13; e by the {ive sens

1 m/m uch as they
ished plant from

ete.

g man,
that this ig true, refer to Genesis 1:26:

To show

“And God said, Let us m

iikeness . . )

alke man in our image, after

Qur

we cannot afford m helieve that God is “with-
parts or passion” as has been 2? rmed by
d”m hes in the past, and, for all we know, is
eved by them!

Surely

If man is in the image of God, as is stated, then God
truly has a bodily form. Moses’ face was covered by
God’s hand that he could not behold His glory when
passing, sw‘ afterward beheld His back parts; God has

a fa gt Moses was not permitted to behold it lest
1€ v (Bxodus 33:20-23).

Therefore, the Father, while not of physical sub-
stance, is possessed of spiritual substance which has a
form, in which Image man was cr‘ea‘(‘ed

Jesus said:

“God is a spirit . .7 (John 4:24).

d of the Son of God (who is also the Son of
> of the flesh) that He is:

of the invisible God, the firstborn
for by him were all things created,

nan beca

the image

of every creature:

that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether thev be thrones, or dominions, or

principalities, or ated by

him and for him”

powers: all th mﬁs
f’(f@i{}ssizma 1:15, 16).
t the Creator of all things
50 the Great Proto-type of
c;f?&iz‘iy is this revealed in the

were Cr

Not only is Jesus Chri
under the Father, but is ¢
ﬁ'z@ human family. How
Book of Mormon:
created after mine own
ea, even all men were created in the begin-
- mine own image? Behold this body, which
behold, is the body of my wiz'i‘i; and man have
even as I

thou that ye are

ye now

1 created after xh“ body of my ‘sps:zf and
ppear unto thee to be in the spirit, w ié 1 appear unto

my people in the flesh” (Ether 1:80, ?H

before there :
composed of spiritual
God the

when man was created,
man ‘M till the ground,” he was
w\% nee in the image of the Great Spirii,
and of Jesus Christ the Son.

Later.
earth rmmfizr\i
{Genesis 2:6),
T };f’
and hreathed into his

after the mistg of water went up from the
oisture for man, and all living things

ord God formed man of the dust of the
nostrils the breath of life;
Y (Verse 7).

oT <>iznd
zm(z man heca

And still Iater,

COut of the ground the Lord God formed every

heast of the field, and every fowl of the air. . .7
In the spiritual creation, man was the last and

crowning creation of God, whereas in the physical for-
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mation of life, Adam was before all living things upon
the earth.

With regard to man, God took of the earth and
formed the inanimate body of man: then, as He breathed
air into the nostrils, life was imparted to the man. This
process was undoubtedly the means by which the spirit
of man was instilled within him and he “became a living
soul.” To this, the prophet Zechaz%ah bears wilness, as
he spoke:

the word of the Lord for Israel, saith
etehieth forth the heavens and layeth
oundation <>’ the earth, and formeth the spirit of
(Zechariah 12:1).

7 {Isaiah

50, it will not be amiss if we shall give our reason-
ing, appealing to this very faculty within man, in which
We {ifv‘uaﬂ m mm the 1{30*, further, of the spirit in
15 ?}

v

If man’s b ””iﬁb is iaés :«spirii? of what preeminence
is man over beast. as both require the same elements of
sir to survive?

Fxactly, says our eritics, for Solomon, a very wise
man, said:

“For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth
heasts: even one thing befalleth them: as the one dieth,
so dieth the other; vea, they have all one breath; so
that a man hath no preeminence above a beast; for all
ig mm%v All go mi‘m onc place; all are of the dust,
and all turn fo dust :;; {Feclesiastes 3: 19, 20).

Exacti}n we echol :r;ah}mon went a little further
than is comfortable for ihe mortal-soulist.

“Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth upward,
and the spirit of the bheast that goeth downward to the
earth?” (Ibid 21).

He recognized that there was a spirit in man “that
goeth upward” (to God), while the spirit of the beast
“goeth downward o the earth;” but there was a little
more, if any that he had been given to understand, for
he said of man:

‘ ”F@r who shall bring him to see what shall be
aﬁim hma T (Ibid. 22).

Who indeed, but God, who by His Spirit, will com-
municate to the spirit of man to give him understand-
ing of things which shall be hereafter (Job 32:8; Daniel
3:45).

All the statements of Solomon, in this text, must be
taken together to understand the whole thought. His
first reference to man in (’@zzﬁp‘%ri son to beast was valid
in the matter of his consideration: he was speaking of
the physical bodies. “All are of th@ dust, and all turn
to dust again.” It is their bodies which “all go unto
one place,” not their spirits; for the spirit of man “goeth
upward’ and the spirit of the beast “goeth downward.”

As for the body, man has no preeminence over the
beast, but as pertaining to the spirit, there is no com-
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parison; the difference approaches that which is be-
tween God and man.

For those of us who believe in the Book of Mormon,
we have this thought presented guite suceinetly through
Alma

Jehold, it has been made known unto me, by an
angel, that the spirits of all men, whether they be good
or evil, are taken home to that God who gave them
e {Alma 19:43),

Solomon was guite in harmony with this, saying:
“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was:
and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it”
Eeclesiastes 12:7).

God formed Adam from the dust, and later {fashioned
Eve from his rib, to be his wife: then, when they were
driven from the garden of Eden through disobedience
we are told that “Adam knew Eve his wife {Genesis 1),
and she bore his children and became the mother of all
lving” (man, W.AS). (See Genesis 3:20)

It has been assumed, by this language, that all men
thus created “in respect;” that the seed of all mankind
was within Adam and Eve, We are not disposed fo
deny that, so far as the flesh is concerned, God has
prméd@d a miraculous process of duplication and regen-

ration reaching from Adam and Eve to the latest mem-
l;org of man’s specie, of whatever race; yes, of every
kindred, tongue and people. But we do most empha-
tically deny that it was a prospective creation as de-
clared by some, because of our foregoing reasoning in
the light of the scriptures guoted. The whole creation
was complete before the physical entities was formed—
animals, insec vegetat isn fish, man, or what have
you!

Referring again to Keclesiastes 12:7, we see that
“the spirit shall return unto God who gave 1t Does
this not tell us guite plainly that the spirits of all men
were with God before the phyvsical creation, and that,
at death, thev shall return? How could one return
unless he had been there before?

Believing as we do. that the spirit within man is a
distinet entity which leaves its physical tabernacle (the
hody) and returns to God, we are forced to the con-
clusion that the act of conception, alone, cannol pro-
duce life.

The embryo develops with the womb because of Iife
imparted from the mother; that is, it is actually a part
of the mother’s body. At birth, life is imparted from
an external source——from God; the body receives the
“breath of life”

It is inconceivable that there is any power within the
ph}swal hody which could produce, or be the source
by which the spirit of man comes into existence. Man
cannot generate life, but he can fulfill the divine pro-
vision in the mating process whereby the Creator can
instill the spark of life.

Jut, we ms;s% that the spirits of all men created in
the beginning, before there was “a man fo till the
ground,” just as we are told in Genesis 2:1-7. Other-
wise, the creation was not compleied in the six days

ol Wb
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mentioned, and there is a new creation each time a
paby is born; this is unacce ptable to the revealed word
of God.

There is a most important reason for maintaining the
pre—@};iswn‘{ (with relation to the physical) state of man.
This is: that man is not wholly mortal; that there is an
immortal part of his being (his spiz‘ﬁ;% m"ni“i* survives
the death of the body, and it is that which determines
his accountability before God at the %, 3T Qi judgment
There must be immortalily to insure the continuity of
man between death and the resurrection, that he may
be judged “gecording to their works” (Revelation 20:12),
or according to the deeds done in the body. Otherwise,
if there is no consciousness in the death state, the ferm,
resurrection, is a misnomer; there could only be a new
creation.

Is it nol inconceivable that the man coming into
being in the “wmsrrecﬁﬂz%” should be made accountable
for the man of mortal existence if the vital connecting
link were broken? In fact, the judgment of men “ac
cording to his works” pzcgm;;mm that there is an
unbroken connection between death and the resurrec-
tion. This is the immortal spirit of man.

When Jesus suffered crucifixion upon the cross, as
He was about to 3 ¢, He satd:

Father, inftc
23:48).

Wouldn’t this be a rather foolish statement if His
spirit was simply the air He breathed? I may be
argued on this wise: When Stephen was stoned to death,
he said, “Lord Jes: receive my spirit;” and then it
says, “He fell asleep” (Acts /”;,} 60y; therefore, the
spirit is unconscious at death.

Well, so far as the physical body is concer
which may be discerned by one or more of the five
senses, he was asleep: he died. This was the only thing
of which the historian could bear record. The apnit of
man is invisible to the physical eve, and in the absence
of an inspired statement to the conirary, we are nu’i
warranted In concluding that this scripture applies to
other than is indicated in the physical facts related.
1t certainly does not tell us that Stephen’s spiril became
UNConseious

thy hands I commend my spirit” (Luke

Ce

51

{to be continued)

ANGELS—Continued from September Issue

One of the Devil's deceptions today is Spiritualism.
Many are of the belief that departed ones hold commu-
nion with them, directing them in the pursuits of life,
as well as in their spiritual affairs. N, F. Ravlin, 5pirit-
ualistie lecturer, says, “The very central truth of Spir-
itualism is the power and possibility of spirit return,
under certain (,Ondi'ié{}’i“b to communicate with those
in the material form. ‘ in “Practical
Oceultism,” says, “The 1 aspect of modern
Spiritualismn reproduces all essential principles of magic,
witcheraft, and sorcery of the past. The same powers
are involved, the same intelligences are operating.” Dr.
C. Williams, of London, England, states, “I am perfectly

1
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certain that the whole movement known as modern
Spiritualism is in the hands and under the direction of
the father of evil spirits; in other words, is thoroughly
and unmistakably diabolical. Another author says,
“Spiritualism comes in that moment, when we are all
worn out by watching and worrying over something;
worn out in body, mind and soul and says, “This is the
solution, this is the way.’

The apostle John tells us in I John 4:1, “Beloved,
helieve not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they
are of God.”

1 Timothy 4:1—"Now the spirif speaketh expressly,
that in the lafter times shall some depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”

9 Corinthians 11:14—"And no marvel; for Satan
}"im%l? is transformed into an angel of light.”” Verse 15.

“Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness.”

Revelation 13:13, 14—"And he doeth great wonders,
so that he maketh fire come down from Heaven, on the
sarth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell
on earth by the means of those miracles which he had
power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them
that dwell on the earth that they should make an image
to the Dbeast, which had the wound by the sword, and
did live.” Thus we see the great and terrible power
that the Devil and his angels are able to exercise, and
to deceive. Is it any wonder that poor mortals so often
go astray from the truth? But those who have an
carnest desire for truth and righteousness are never
content to sit idly by and not continue to make constant
and thorough investigation of anvthing and everything
that is purported to be the teachings of Christ. Thus we
oftimes discover the misleadings and errors and can ad-
just our lives and spiritual affairs to the path of right,
provided we are not too stubbornly determined not to
concede the thing which we see and know to be right,
for fear it would gratify someone else. You know we
can either he led by the good angels or the bad, and fo
be able to detect an angel of light from an angel of
darkness. We cannot hold old grudges, nor malice for
that shuts out the light we could and should enjoy.

T have given you many scriptural references regard-
ing both angels of light, and the Devil’'s angels. Since
we have a definite description of each kind, and of the
law by which we are guided to determine which is
which, I feel we should be careful how we accept per-
sonages who represent themselves as being ministers
for Christ. The angel that came to Joseph Smith was
clothed and answered to the description of those spoken
of as angels of God—clothed in white, his countenance
like lightning, ete. A Messenger coming in any other
way, whose clothing is not pure while, or “white as
snow,” as one wriler expresses it; whose countenance
is not as lighining. whose every character does not
represent purity; whose instruetions cannot be substan-
tiated by the Word of God, is not a Messenger for Christ,
nor an angel of Light

As c¢limax to our article let me again guote from
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“Now ii’

1 Timothy 4:1. e Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latfer M some depart from the faith,
giving heed to f«i{‘,d cing spirits, and doctrines of devils”
We must be on the w ;m tower continually, living so
that God’s Spirit can help us to delect the workings
of the adversary and his angels, for remember, he is
going to transform himself into an angel of light and
work mighty miracles fo decelve.

Your Sister,

Ollie Derryv-Deliong
THE SEALED BOOK
By

Brad L

Thesis: The record known as the
receives its evidence as a religious
ment through the prophesies given in the

1 The Book of Mormeon; What is it?

11 The Nature of the Book of Mormon.

111 Were there to be books other than the

IV Is it the Ensign?

vV  Did it come at the right time?

VI How has Joseph Smith fulfilled the prophetic

requirements?

. Wheaton

Book of Mormon
and historic docu-
Jible,

3ible?

THE SEALED BOOK

The purpose of this paper is to offer added evidence
to those who accept the King James Version of the Bible
as a religious and hlsforwai record, that the record
which is known as the Book of Mormon is a prophetic
revealment foretold in the Scriptures gver 2,000 years
ago. To those to whom the Bible means nothing, I can
only hope that this paper might create in them an
interest, no matter how small, so that they themselves
might desire to seek the truth of it. I there aris
the need to be reassured concerning the truth of this
paper, then I impi()re ﬂaai vou seek the Lord in praver,
for God says, “If any of you lack wisdem, let him ask of

o

God, that hn/eth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
not: and it shall be given him.” (James 1:5)
To give a better understanding of the contents be-

ok of Mormon, T w
the material within it.

The Book of Mormon claims to be a history of sev-
eral nations which inhabited the American continent in
pre-Columbus times.

tween the covers of the B
to summarize briefly t

attermnpt

The first of the voyvagers landed shortly after the
confusion of languages at the fower of Bahel, when God
scattered people abroad upon the face of all the earth
“Co to, let us zo down. and there confound thelr lang-
nage, that they may nrot understand one another's
speech. So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence
upon the face of all the earth; and they left off to build
the city.” {Genesis 11:7-8)

They became a great and powerful nation spreading
over all North America, but turning to wickedness, they
were eventually desfmyed after being here only 2,000
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the prophet,
them

vear The last man to survive was Ether,
who wrote their vecord on plates of gold and hid

where they were later discovered hy the succeeding
nation.
The second occupants were Israelites of the house

of Joseph, who left Jerusalem in 600 BC. They soon
became a great and mighty nation. In a short time,
however, there became divisions. The people were
divided into two groups called the Nephites and the
Lamanites after their leaders whose names were Nephi
and Laman. The Nephites being more righteous were
plessed exceedingly. The Nephites also kept engraved
on gold plates a written history of their people which
were handed down from father to son. The Lamanites,
being a rebellious people, were cursed because of their
iniguity with a dark skin and they became a “dark
and loathsome, and a filthy people.”” (I Nephi 3:134)

The Savior visited the Nephites after His crucifixion,
telling them that thev were His other sheep of whom
He Sj}{)é'i? at Jerusalem. saving, “And other sheep T have
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and

they shall hear my voice; and there shall he one fold,
and one shepherd.” (John 10:16) And in another place

z{isu. “1 am zm?: sent but unto
the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24)
For several centuries ‘.ﬁim (‘m‘zrts appearance, the
people continued in righteousness, but fin Aly they fell
into sin and unrighteousness. A great war then arose
between the Nephite nation and the Lamanite nation

He spoke concerning them

bringing about the extinction of the Nephite nation
about 400 A.D.

Previous to the war, a prophet named Mormon
abridged the records of his ancestors, giving them to
Moroni. his son, who lived until 420 A.D. Before Moroni
died he was told by God to deposit the records in a
place of security. This he did, and they remained there
for 1,400 vears until they were found by Joseph Smith
in 1827 (Marvelous Work and a Wonder, Daniel Mc
Gregor, p. 105-106)

This gives vou a brief synopsis of events in history
as written in the Book of Mormon.

As to the nature of this book,

Tsaiah prophetically

referring to the Book of Mormon, says, . . . the vision
of all is hecome unto vou as the words of a book that
ic sealed . {Isaiah 29:11) and savs it is of a doctrinal
kind,

I owill also eorrect religious error, making plain
the teachings of our Savior. People who would not

listen to the gospel before would accept it from this
hook. and those who questioned would be convinced.
“Top it is written, in the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses shall every word be established” (I Corin-
T}M ang 13:1) Isaiah savs, “And in that dav shall the deaf
rds of the “mmk ind the eves of the blind
and {;L of darkness. The
: 50 shall %zéc 2ase sz’ joy in : 1, and the
poor among men shall rejoice in the ?Iw {)m of Israel
. They also that erred in spirit shall cmzw to under-
standing. and they that murmured shall learn doctrine”
{Isaizh 29:18, 19, 24)
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The Book of Mormon itseif
purpose quite clear. ... A0l
unto them,” (speaking of the re
<« 1 beheld other books w
nower of the Lamb, from the
i%w convincing of the Gentiles, and the remnant of the
seed of my brethren, and also the Jews, who were
scattered upon all the face of the earth, that the
records of the prophets and of the twelve apostles of
the Lamb are U‘ue And the angel spake unto me, saying.
These last records which thou hast seen among the
Gentiles shall make known the plain and precious things
which have been taken away from them; And shall
make known to all kindreds, tongues and people, that
the Lamb of God is the son of the Eternal Father, and

he Savior of the world: and that all men must come
unto him or they can not be saved.” (I Nephi 3:191-193)
These last records that were to come from are the plates
from which the Book of Mormon was translated.

We should not be startled that God has given records
other than the Bible

There have been many such
records given. but because of carelesspess and other
auses, they have lost. The Bible makes refer-
ence to other records which are absent: Book of Nathan,
the Prophet: (I Chronicles 29:29), Book of Gad, the
Seer; {1 Chronicles 29:29), Prophecy {;i Ahijah; (01 Chron-
icles 9:29, 13:22), Visions of Iddo, the Seer; (II Chron-
icles 9:29: 13:22), Book of Shemalsh, the Prophet; (II
Chronicles 12:15), RBook of Jehu: {II Chronicles 20:34),
Fpistle to the Laodiceans: {Colossians 4:16), Epistle to

“ ‘d}@
xwizs“s zmw thf’m unto

o
&
10

i

heen

the Corinthians: (I Corinthians 5:9), Book of Jasher;
(11 Samuel 1:18), Prophecv of Enoch; (Jude 1:14) and

many other books.
The strongest evidence 1 can offer concerning the
Book of Mormon to one who believes in the Bible, is to
show where the Bible prophesies of the coming forth of
the Book of Mormon. If the Bible made mention of
other books which were lost or were o come forth, i
would then be evident that the Book of Mormon which
has come forth, if it conforms to the conditions im-
posed, would be a valid Seripture.
thou
it, for
then ta

)
=3
.
.
-
=
o)
6]
-
jooe]
&
w
o

son of man, ck
Judah, and for h(;izse <’>f
Israel his companions; ke another stick and write
upon it for Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all
the house of Israel his companions ol join them one
to another into one stick: and ; é hecome one
in thine hand.” {Ezekiel 37:15-17) T > passages show
us that two records will be brought fo ? one for the
tribe of Judah and the other for the iribe of Joseph.
I am sure that no one who accepts the Bible as a reli-
gious or historic document will dispute fthe fact that i
is the stick nf Judah. It was written of the Jew:
Jews, by the Jews, who are of the tribe of
On the 02?}@?? hand there has heen ve
concerning the historical or spiritual background of
Joseph, and nothing which we could call 2 rerm‘ai. No
other book has before or since put forth the claim that it
was the stick of Jogeph other than the Book of Mormon.

‘Moreover,
and write upon

o written
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S0 what better way to prove the words wrilten in

the Bible than to bring forth a second record which
agrees with the first. “In the mouth of two or three

witnesses shall every word be established.” (II Corin-
thians 13:1).

The Bible also makes it quite clear from where this
record would come. “Woe to the land shadowing with
wings. which is bevond the rivers of Ethiopia: that send-
eth ambassadors by the sea, even in vessels of bulrushes
upon the waters.” (Isaiah 18:1-2) “All ye inhabitants of
the world, and dwellers on the earth, see ve, when he
lifteth up an ensign on the mountains; and when he
bloweth a trumpet, hear ye” (Isaiah 18:13).

This land, shadowing with wings, again describes
the Americas, as the great Western Hemisphere, which
spreads, like the shadow of the wings of a great bird
from the North Pole to the South Pole. So striking was
this prophetic portrayal of the Americas, that the Pan-
American Exposition held in San Francisco a number
of yvears ago. used it as their symbol.

It is also a significant fact that practically every
nation in North and South America has adopted the
American Eagle as their symbol, which appears upon
their flags, their money and their great seals. Thus
we find that whichever view we take, America is the
“land shadowing with wings” as spoken of by the
prophet Isaiah.

If we stood where the prophet stood when he made
this proclamation at Jerusalem, and looked “beyond
the rivers of Ethiopia,” the Nile and it’s large fribu-
which are the only rivers of note in North Africa
(Ethiopia of that day) and 2re west of Jerusalem, the

first and only land “beyvond” is North and South Am-
erica, stretched out like two great wings. A literal ful-
fillment of this prophecy might also be evidenced by
the early historians and explorers of America who
noted that the flights of birds often passed over so
thick that they shut out the sun like great clouds. It is
in this land that He will uncover and lift up the ensign.

taries,

The Bible goes even further to show how this stick
of Joseph would be brought forth . . . “and thou shalt
he brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground,
and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy
voice shall be as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out
of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the
dust” (Isaiah 29:4)

According to the Book of Mormon the people of
Tehi who left Jerusalem just before ils destruction were
Israelites. descendants of the people of Joseph. (I Nephi
1:164-165) The Book of Mormon also claims that after
Moroni, the plates were hidden to be brought forth by
the power of God at a later time. This agrees with
David: “Truth shall spring out of the earth: and right-
eopusness shall look down from heaven. Yea, the Lord
shall giw that which is good; and our land shall vield
her increase.” (Psalm 85:11-12)

Here is festimony that just before the land of Israel
shall vield its increase, “truth” shall spring out of the
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A

truth? “Thy law is the
‘"‘%a'zmé;y them
{John

earth. What is
119:148) Jesus said:
thy word is truth.”

Truth.” (Psalm
iizfeuf'fh thy {ruth,
17:17y Now the only wa

3 yoa
nation or people can speak oul of the ground, is to

record their hisfory,
bQil’aif recovered,

bury it, and have it | i‘iai speak after
s 1et the earth

{Isaiah 45:8)

‘Let the skies pour down righteousn
open, and let them bring forth salvation.”

It should be appare um‘? the ”ﬁ}}v did make pm—
visions for another bock as well as showing where and
how it would come for i:%l,

Ensign and sign are v ionomous.  The one

seems to be a short szp{ei};
their ensigns for signs.”
The dictionars
standard. An i
cate by a sign,

They set up

{’z 5
5»(33; “A standard; a sign or signal, a
ribed board or plate. To communi-
vidence of something past, present or
future. In Biblical 1:35»;@, that by which a person or thing
is known, especially as divinely <§hf;;t,mgu1bhm hence,
especially an appearance or 'méivaﬁw of the
divine presence or power, and mﬁmmu ating
or messenger. A miraculous manifestation.” {
Dictionary and Encyelopedia Lesicon) Webster gl
third meaning, “A miracle, a prodigy
remarkable transaction” (Webster's Dictionary)

y
ins
?

wonder, a

It was a burning bush that dide’t burn that drew the
attention wi Moses and from which he received an an-
gelic appointment to the leadership of Israel: “And
Moses ﬁil&\'veﬁ,,‘d and said, behold they will not
believe me, nor hearken msm ?s voice: for t‘sz will
say, The Lord hath not appeared unto thee . . 7 (Exodus
4:1)

This is a perfectly natural objectio People in those
days were every bit as skeptical as they are today.

And the Lord spoke to telling him fo cast
his rod on the ground. The rod was then transformed
into a serpent. By picking it up by the tail it then
changed back into the rod. This so that
Moses might show the people of Israel
might believe in his words.

wﬂ

So it will also be with the 1
be as a “marvelous work and a wonder
and there will be something of the unus z!
God is the szame vesterd wdw

Book of Mormon., Ity

7 {Isalah 30:32)
attending if.
and forever, and if

He gave Moses a rod as a bi "hz n why shouldn't we
also have a sign. The Book of Mormon isn't what would

usually be expected as 2 Sigi?’}n but this makes it that
much stronger evidence. because God gives each his
own sign, for each situation is unique. Indeed we can
state that the Restoration effected ﬁ;zm
is a unique and “remarkable fransaction

The Bible also mak n of this sign: *
shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble
the outca%t of Israel, and gather %{3;( ther ti
of Judah from the four corners of the eart
11:12) “All ve inhabitants of the world, imd
on the earth, see ve, when he lifteth up an ensign on
the mountains: and when he bloweth a trumpefl; hear
ve.” {(Isaiah 18:3) “Because Ephraim hath made many
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altars shall be unto him fo sin. I have
:af things of my law, butl they were
counted as a strange thing.”’ (Hosea 8:11-12)
do we find this record that was writien
to Ephraim? FErekiel said their record was the stick of
Joseph, in the hands of Ephraim.” (Ezekiel 37:19) When
sisi record was to be brought to light, it was to contain
- things of the law; and because of peculiar
circumstances surrounding its coming forth, it would
%se considered a strange thing. Therefore if the Bible
is at all influential to vou. then perhaps what has been
shown concerning the Book of Mormon as an ensign
will have meaning to vou r{iSQ
As to the time that the Book of Mormon was to come
forth, there can be no miste Mﬂ There was a day set for
its fulfillment.

“Is it not vet a very little while,
Be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field
111 be esteemed ag a forest?” (What is “it?7” BLW)
id in that day shall the deaf h@az* the words of the
ok and the eves of the blind shall see out of obscurity,

altars to sin,
written to him the gre

Bul where

and Lebanon shall

and out of darkness. {Isaiah 29:17-18) David also speaks

r of the sequence in events. I‘mih shall spring

the earth; and righteousness shall look down

heaven. Vea the Lord shall give that which is

good; and our land shall yield her increase” (Psalm
B85:11-12)

We see by these passages that the sealed book

would come forth a little while before Lebanon would
he restored as a fruitful field
f‘ “'@z“ centuries of

ravaging of their land by the

fing of the mountains of Lebanon and of Israel
;?wz‘ forests, which had protected the watershed of

and the failure of 't?ﬂsé former early
nd the absence of the dews to waler
received their food,

mountains,
latter rains, ¢
he thirsty soil, from which they
Lebanon became a vast waste land,
“Tighteen centuries of war, ruin, and neglect have
passed over it . . . Its soil has washed down its ravines
leaving the hillside rocky and sterile. Its frees have
heen cut down and never replaced. Iis fields have heen
desolate, . . . a land of ruins without man or beast”
-Clinteek’s and Strong’s Eneyclopedia)
Mow notice a predicted change is to come over this

iand. 1t is a change for the better, a transference from
a state of sterilily Lo a condition of fertility. This Is in-
deed wonderful w%wn we consider that for long centuries

it had Iain a barren waste,

(w neerning }"ﬁi\,s;‘%in@, Touis Van Buren, visiting

that land in 1866 stated that he arrived in Palestine
in the beginning of December 18668, and remained there
tiil the h of March, He found it to be a very good
land with a delightsome climate; the fruitfulness of it

wonderful; crop after (i»ﬂ? could be raised,

winter., th & the latter rains

and the dew also was r!\@i{}r@fi as in ancient times:

there was no hmﬁéér anv difficulty in raising grain or any
¢ (Saints Ierald,

product.

April 1867)
similar testimonials concerning the res

fany other s
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toration of the rains to Palest zg sf{ml@ be cited, but

this sh« i(l pe sufficient ig convince the reader that

Lebanon has begun ouce ain to be a fruitful field
The Book of Mormon came forth in 1830; Lebanon

P

began to becomne g fruitful fleld just 26 vears following
this event, rulfilling prophecy.

The returning of Lebanon to a [ruitf
the only event to take place al ihe coming
Mormon, The e ales foretells the

gathering of
event to ta
forth.

of
the tribe of Judah ’i;&d\ to Israe

place only after the record is bre it

“And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and
chall assemble the oulcasts of Isre @L Lmd gather fogeth-
or the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the
earth.” {Isaiah 1112

#Then the Lord thy God shall turn thy captivity, and
have compassion upon thee, and will return and gather
thee {rom ,:aii the nations; whither the Lord thy God
hath scattered thee (Deuleronomy 30:3)

There should be no doubt concerning the fulfilling
of this prophecy; for surely the Jews who make up ¢
conspicucus part of the house of Judah have returned
to their homeland. Neither should it be necessary to
recap the history of captlivity and sufferings inflicted
upon the Jews after their rejection of Christ.

The Bible goes bevond prophes

of the

. concerni

be ashamed nel
29:22)

Fmancipation was bestowed upon the son of Jacob

in 1830, Ridpath, in his History of the %mm‘ says it is

difficult to understa :é how an English speak

who have the prin as their

could be so bitter prejudices

ving the gathering
Jews to predict their complete f_%z'mm,ipatum
1¢ the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now
ither shall his face now wax pale.” {Isaiab

to keep the basic humean rights from a class of vlie
as large and influential as the Jews for s0 long a time.

There has been considerable legislation
trived to distress and oppress the Jewish
as 1830 the Jews were positively
rights of citizenship, No Jew
civil, military or corporate. The profession of
closed to him. No Jew could teach school nor ss
even as a janitor of a summ w;lfm A Jew could not
vote and 2 i ip in either
House of
mere bar been us
grade and waprmg to su : And even in the
House of Commeons every measure o remove this op-
pression from the Jews met with violent opposition
After 1830, however, the que stion of reform demanded
to be 'éﬂaz‘d zfziig mr Jewish (mwmmsi on were intro-
duced at every 3¢l ;ma smmwz rw mi% ed
to the cause.” 15,
. 3?4)

specially con-
race. As late
denied

could hold an offi

e

discovery ¢
I have alread > foret
coming forth mat of the gr . I will now Séiim

how
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this was accomplished. Jr., was born
3 1805, in this family
h ; York. When Joseph

here came a great excitement con-
1. So great was Ihe confusion that even
of his family joined the Presbyterian
remained undecided. While reading the
day he found where James had said,
u@t% wisdom, let him ask of God, that
iber alix urq upbraideth not, and it

This verse had such a ;;s\m*ez*ful meaning to Joseph
i a solution to this confusion. Upon
woods and kneeling in prayer asking
- know concerning which sect to join, he
xiz«;ztf’d b» the personage of Christ. He was then
1o his guestion not to join any of the
were not of God. He then became
persecuted by the religious professors
even a:% ough he was just a boy. The out-

= £y ¥1 88
seemeda as

>y
%

1

at that time
standing objection was that the people believed then
that there is no such thing as spiritual

P

as they do today
visions and revelati
makes i1 quite clear
kind as well as b
the people
them in our time also.

1 the latter days. But the Bible
ii%;:at God is the same to all man-
inchangeable God, So if God
Eiblical times, then He will visit

ions i

Joseph Smith, Jr. had seen a vision, he had heard
i )

a w;w f“; n he %X}}@f‘iiﬁil(?ﬁ was 50 stamp-
1688 ti;at he (*ouid n@ither

y“;v“s of those who

apen u;,md"

> his sing wmdz piasmtd
it ] ight receive a
ight know of his state.
> act of calling upon God he discov-
ng in the room which continued to
room wag lighter than noon day,
appeared at his bedside
for his fe déd not touch the floor.
v name said to him that he was
om the presence of God to him and
Moroni. He said there was a book
deposited, written upon gold pizﬁw, giving an account
of the former whab;wmﬁ‘ of this continent and the
source from whence they came.

L

=

that his name was

He also said

] >5s5 of the everlasting gos-
el was wiamm

d ered by the Savior 1o
that there were iwo stones
'%moned to a

i i,

th
k t,}@ possession
Mzi mn«iﬁu%vd seers in
that God had pre wparsd

tzwm ior slating the book,
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During this same evening this heavenly messenger
expounded many passages of Scripture to Joseph and
instructed him in his duties and responsibilities, and
told him the time was at hand when the Lord was going
to bring forth the sealed book as an added testimony
to the Holy Bible. He was also shown where these gold
plates, with the Urim and Thummin, had been deposited.
That was at a place called the Hill of Cumorah in Wayne
County, New York., He was further insiructed that he
would not be permiited to take these things from their
place of deposit for four years, until he had undergone
intense preparation by the Lord, and the proving of his
worthiness for such a momentous work.

Accordingly, in 1827, he was permitted fo begin the
translation of these records. When it became known
that he had begun this undertaking his persecutors
intensified their efforts to destroy him and defeat his
work. Bult God, being at the helm, and having deter-
mined that the time had come for this work to be
carried out, protected and watched over Joseph, con-
founding his adversaries.

After Joseph Smith had obtained the plates and
transcribed a number of the characters with their trans-
lation, he sent Martin Harris, who was aiding him in the
work, to prominent professors of languages for the pur-
pose of getting their testimony relative to the correct
ness of the work he was doing

One of these was Professor Charles Anthon of New
York City. Mr. Harris records that when he presented
the transcript with the translation to him. Prof. Anthon
pronounced the characters to be a wmbm&hmz of Egyp-
tian, Chaldaic, Assyriac and Arabic, also that the frans-
lation was a correct translation, and told Mr, Harris that
if he would bring the manuscript or matw} to him that
he would help in the translation, and he gave Mr. Harris
a certificate certifying to the genuineness of the work
shown him.

However, when Prof. Anthon asked Mr. Harris how
Joseph Smith came by the plates, and Mr. Harris told
him it was a religious work and that part of the plates
were sealed, the Professor said: “1 cannol read a sealed
book.” He then asked to see the certificate that he had
given to Mr. Harris. When Mr. Harris took it out of
his pocket and handed it to him, Prof. Anthon tore it

up, remarking that there was no such ihing as the
ministering of angels in those days. This again ful-

filled Bible prophecy.

“And the vision of all is become unto you as the
words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to
one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray th ee: and
he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed.” (Isaiah 29:11

1 feel that in every way the Book of Mf}rnmn has
fulfilled the Bible prophecies. To those who study the
Seriptures this book should bring greal excitement, be-
cause the prophecies contained in the Bible make it
very plain that such a record was to come forth. It is
true that the Book of Mormon is regarded as a strange
thing by many, but the few who have come in contact
with the book know it to be that sign {from God. “Of
all the American religious books of the nineteenth cen-
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ury, it seems probable that the Book of Mormon was

the most powerful. 1t reached perhaps only one per-

cent of the United States, but it affected this one per-

cam so powerfully and lasting that all the people of

the United States have been affected.”
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LETTER TO AN INQUIRER

Dear Friend:

Your letter of inquiry is at hand, which I will answer
;%; h@&f{ I can. I have no knowledge of your former

er, except to sav that where letters of inquiry are
a‘zt into the 1eral ] ] they are usually
of the field {from
‘ wm oeeurred, 'i,;‘;ez‘e could be
sn how soon he may re-

i
w

to vou under separate
some of your questions,
'3} ig directed to those unac-
sment.  Your leiter
L if m)t a direct affiliation with
ﬁ’s“‘f out of this Mov

rernent.

: some general information,
; broaden your knowledge and
each a more in iiiu;zc“bm conclusion,

from the beginning of this laller-day work of the
Lord umzi now, we find very similar conditions to those
which developed from the primitive church established
by Christ at Jerusalem, ’i”%}ss,}; were fashioned after the
ine Mind, both dwuh yrganically—but how

o

he divine become sullied
empt fo improve!

his day: “For the mystery

3 reny

V{2 Thessalonians 2:7). It

ptoon wor iete apostasy fwawumk the

church an O ﬂwn own devices (refer-
ring to th as a body). The physical
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even until now, but the spiritual
was faken up to heaven, or God,

“hody” continued,
body, the divine seed,

signifying the withdrawal of God's acknowledgement of
the azz*ﬁi‘ hurch.  See Revelation 12, The loudest
claim of any church as being the ,fr%gﬂ,ima{e SUCLBSSOT,

in every sense of the term, falls with a resounding thud

in the light of the word of God,
ere was a
Christ;

“Restoration” of the fullness
and the kingdom, too (Revela-

We believe t
of the gospel ©

)
o
f

tion 14:6, 7 and Daniel 2:44),
The church, established though the instrumentality

of Joseph Smith, was divine, but to continue with divine
approval, it must still be in harmony with the word of
God., If there has been alterations from the divine pat-
tern, correction is necessary before and lest a latter-day
apostasy become f'wnplﬂte, causing God to once again
withdraw the divine seed, the spiritual kingdom of God.

Man have been introduced, ostensibly to
huild t <> éunuimh but have rather served to divide, and
to some extent have caused the Lord to reject, as organ-
izations, the various branches of this Restoration Move-
ment.

In recognition of many
man mistakes of the past,

serious innovations and hu-
this Church of Christ, with
headquarters on the Temple Lot, has sought to retrace
its steps, jecting such man-made changes as have
oceurred, and endeavoring to become absolutely funda-
mental in d ocirine and organization, as we feel it was in
the early vears of the /hur«th s existence.

T

The question of priesthood authority is of paramount
importance in any consideration of valid successorshin.
Agsuming 1t was obtained in the beginning by fm{q}
and others, as claimed, {hz ough angelic visitation, they,
in turn, could call others, as indicated by the Holy Ghost,
and thus, authority be pasgtd down {rom one generation
to another.

There are two things which nullify
authority: apostasy and personal fransgression.  Con-
ceivably, then there can be valid authority within more
than one branch of the Restoration. It is when people,
priesthood and laity alike, depart from God sufficiently
as 1o cause His withdraws ! from them, that a church can
no longer claim, rightfully, that they are His Church.

We find the Lord warned the Church, very early, of
their failures, and also t‘s it thev did stand rejected of
Him until they returned unto Him. I will quote a por-
tion of one revelation to Joseph which clearly illustrates
the point, as found in the RI.D.S. Doctrine and Cov-
enants, section 83:8, also Utah L.D.5, Doctrine and Cov-
2nants, section 84:54-59:

ones priesthood

“And your minds in times past have been darkened
because of unhelief, and ba;gam{, you have treated lightly
the things you have received, which vanity and unbelief
hath brought whole under condemnation.

the church

And this condemnation resteth wupon the children of
Zion, even all: shall remain under this con-
dernnation until ?hv’ repent and remember the new

covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the former com
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mandments which T have g
wut fo do ac “)Mms i6 that v
they may bring forth irmt
dom, otherwise there rems
ment to M poured ¢

shall the children of
Verily, 1 ﬁx

Now, inasmuch as any have not repented and kept
God’s law according to that which was written up to
that time (September 1832), they have been, and are
now, rejected of God.

One of the first changes made was in the name of
the church. The history will show that it was called:
Chureh of Christ. The early revelations, which were not
later changed, were given to the Church of Christ. In
this, they were in harmony with the Book of Mormon,
in which the Nephites were commanded to call the
church by that name—not, Church of Jesus Christ,
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, nor any
other name. The instruction was clear. See pp. 672:14-23,
678:38, especially 672:22-23.

The name was changed first to the “Church of The
Latter-Day Saints;” then recognizing the mistake of leav-
ing out the name of Christ, they decided some eight
yvears after the erganization to call it “Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.” See Utah Doctrine and
Covenants, section 115.

The dmr v was organized according to the command
of God on April 6, 18390, and auozémg to the statutes
of New York state. 1 feel sure they had the name cor-
rect, then, and it will be j"{>'?;i<§ as such in that state’s
records.  Is it not strange the Lord would change His
mind eight vears later?

en them, not only to say,
ch 1 have written, that
weei for their Father's king-

1eth a scourge and a judg-
ut upoa the children of Zion; for,
the kingdom pollute my holy land?
unto you, Nay.”

et
o

The changes made in the revelation of God are too
numerous to recount, and for the most part were de-
signed to make provision for organic changes in the
Church.  Make no mistake: these changes were made,
and by men, not by God. The Book of Commandments,
published m this (J}"szzz*t'h of Christ, is in accord with the
revelations as or y given up to that time (in 1833),

as recorded in Hs - first church paper, the menﬁ

Star, and may be compared with the

changed re tions as they appear in the Doctrine and
Covenants, which was first published in 1835

They did, indeed, treat lig gS:ijq the things they had

received, for Oliver Cowdery and David Whitmer were

mz;ﬂmzs?idm to “search out Liw twelve”
apostles, W.AB), “"Yea, even unlo twelve,”
mandme *zm cimp‘im i', 27, 42.
Covenants, section 16,

(disciples, or
ook of Com-
Compare Doctrine and

Other revelations indicate
Martin Harris as apostles,
Lleon
Lagst

Joseph, Oliver, David, and
it is significant, none of
al Council of Apostles, fi-
Commandments 18:9, 10;

ui of the orig
~Nee Hook of

A& presidency was added in a very
without purported revelation.
Joseph apostle in this

haphazard way
It is claimed
capacity, but this

even a

was o an
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would make 15 instead of the 12 they were to choose.
Twelve is the limited number prescribed by both Bible
and Book of Mormon, with not a shred of real evidence
to support a presidency.

Patriarchs and High Priests were added later, with no
foundation according to “thal which I have written.”

The doctrines of baptism for the dead, celestial mar-
riage, polygamy, Adam-god and exaltation of man as
propounded in Utah, with others, were innovations com-
ing after the establishment of the Church, and have no
basis in scripture and the Spirit of Truth.

This Church of Christ has rejected such beliefs and
practices, and still f{ight encroachments of error and
evil.

We claim to be a remnant of the original Church of
Christ, with priesthood intact, coming directly through
Joseph and others. The Church’s position from the be-
ginning has been that “where there are six or more
members, one of whom is an elder, there the Church
exists, with full power of Church extension.”

There need not have been any “reorganization” after
the death of Joseph, local branches were scattered else-
where. Four or five of these branches in Ilinois are
what comprised the nucleus of what is the present
Church of Christ with headguarters on the Temple Lot.
They returned to Blissouri in 1867, by revelation from
God, purchased the Temple Lots, including the very
“spot” for the temple, dedicated by Joseph and others,
and have been here since.

¥e are small {about 2500); there have been schisms
and departures, and we still have our difficulties, as the
true and divine will continue to have until Satan is
banished, but the organization is correct, and the doc-
trine, as taught in the beginning, being that which we
affirm and adhere to as a Chureh.

Most in the service of the Masfer,
William A. Sheldon, Member

Council of Apostles

sincerely,

TESTIMONY COLUMN
Dear Editor:
I read an article this morning by Lovita Seibel about
the son of Arlo Gould who is mentally handicapped.
My husband and I, our four sons and my husband’s

parents, Bro. and Sr. Rolle Addie of Lima Center,
Wisconsin, attended the Glen Lake, Michigan Reunion

in July this summer. We were all moved deeply by
this plea brought forth by Bro. Harris and others of the
ministry.  We added to the list—the little Addington
girl (the daughter of Elder and Sr. Conly Addington of
Maple City, Michigan) who is diabetic, and our own
two youngest sons who are hemophiliacs and have need-
ed God’s healing hands many times in the past. 1 feel

we have been helped more than we know by the pravers
people have offered up in the past in behalf of our little
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ones. The older boy Martin, now ten, is starting to
attend school for the first time on a full time basis thig

3

has been futored al home previously and went
iy davs a couple of months the end of this past school
vear. He is delighted to be able to do this and we pray
his health will be such that he can continue.

and 1 to let go
all day while we

year. Ht

It was quite an effort for his father
of his hand and not be worried sick
cwuid;zi, watch over him persopally. I've tried each
morning to sav a short prayer 1o ask God to watch over
him and to thank Him also for His previous watcheare,
He is doing a marvelous job for Marty.

A couple of inci ceeurred this past spring that
testified to me of this child’s faith in the 0il of healing.
Fven without the ministyy we've seen il work., Martin
has had irouble several times wilth swollen glands and
subsequent bleeding into the tic%%ws of the neck or
under his tongue, James, toc, has been hospitalized for
this as it is a very serious thrs\»:z@ if not stopped in a3
hurry. On this occasion I looked under his tongue and
there was the first bright red threads of blood or bleed-
ing into the tissues there. He asked me to pul some
0il on his head and pray for him which I did most
earnestly all the while with a deep sick feeling inside
of me. 1 thought, though I didn’t say anything to him,
it he'd have o go to the hospifal and be transfused.
1 looked at 3{315 mouth about every hour. It never got
any worse and he d

or 50 late

lidn't need any medical aid. A week
r he &%i«:f-d me 1o mok in his mouth and see if
I searched
find anything until I looked at his throat
flashlight az 1d found one tonsil was bleeding

Again we used oil and prayer and again we
rﬁmb type of bleeding inci-
always necessitated hospitalization in the
ve feared greatly for his very life from a

a tooth was bleeding as he ¢ould taste blood.
and couldn’t
with 2
slightly.
received help from above.
dent

has

A 1 er he complained of a side ache or
backache whicl m ned out to be a kidney acting up. It
pul blood in ‘i%’sfﬁ urine——another very serious problem.
The doctors upon being consulted said this is very
hard to control even with hospitalization and medi-
cation but recommended bed rest for another 48 hours

and report back

nhone if stopped or come in for
treatment if not. :

1o say we used oil several
times and many prayers > sent up. On the morning
of the deadline the first Sami le was very bad, not much
improved at all »d ancther sample a couple
hours later and it was perfectly clear—no sign of blood
then or since. Truly @

wnother miracie.
We would like to thank all who have remembered
us in praver and ask that they continue to do so in the

future, not only for us but all who are in need | and not

. 7
just in a general term but specifically by name. We
will 710 ke sur end, (od bless all. Many

tha

Sr. Mary Addie
Route 1

Rio, Wisconsin 53960
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