" And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zien ot that day, for they
shail have the oift and power of the Holy Ghost.—1 Nephi 3:187.
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Someday

..__{:\7.,...

There's a loving letter, I mean to send,
There’s a visit, I mean to pay

There’s a careless habit, I hope to mend,
When I get time, someday.

There’s a dusty Bible, I mean to read,
There’s an hour, I'll keep to pray,

And, T'll turn each dream to a golden deed,
When I get time, someday.

I'll carry flowers to the sick and sad,
1’11 seek for those, who stray.

You may trace my steps by hearts made glad,
When 1 get time, someday.

S0 we've thought, and so we've said,
Yet, how sad to relate,

That busy with less important things,
We've waited until, too late.
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EDITORIAL . . . .
THE CORNERSTONE OF OUR
FAITH

“And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not re-
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:17-18)

This is one of the most positive statements in the New
Testament concerning the intention of Jesus “Building
His Church”. It has been a point of discussion as to
interpretation in some cases, especially with some of
our friends of the so-called Christian world. This is
also true in some cases with individuals of the Restora-
tion beliefs, especially those who in late years have
sought to minimize the work of Joseph Smith and the
early elders of the church.

But, if we are honest, open minded individuals, which
basically most of us are, it will be difficult to deny the
plain facts of the language itself. The church Jesus
spoke of was not the church of the New Testament era.
It couldn’t have been, if the language is correct. 1t
reads, “1 WILL BUILD MY CHURCH”, fulure tense.
The New Testament church was already a fact. i was
already in operation with “the Kingdom of God at
hand” established and in the process of saving souls of
men, through the preaching and teachings of the King
himself and his servants. Some of the popular faiths
of the day attempt to interpret the word as meaning
that the rock spoken of, that Jesus was going to build
his church on, was the man, Peter. But again we re-
sort to a common understanding of the language and
find the word but is a “conjunction expressing a condi-
tion.” (Webster's dictionary) Refer fo the thought in
the preceeding verse, “for flesh and blood hath not re-
vealed it unto thee, BUT my Father which is in heaven.”
In plain words, Jesus was promising to build his church
upon the solid rock of REVELATION DIRECT FROM
THE THRONE OF GOD HIMSELF. From the rock of
revelation there can be no variation of re-determination,
when man becomes converted to the fullness of His Gos-
pel

If we must consider the question of whether Peter
was indeed the rock spoken of, we would pose this simple
question. What is the meaning of rock in the strictest
sense of the term? Webster tells us, it is “firm or im-
movable defense”. Does the record reveal the man
Peter as thus? Let’s allow the scripture to answer.
“Ti}e*rz saith Jesus unto them, Al ye shall be offended

because of me this night: for it is written, T will smite
the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scat-
tered abroad.” ﬂ%ti‘aew 26:31) “Peter answered and
said unto him, Th } men shall be offended be-
cause of thee, yet w;ﬁ 1 never be offended.” (Matthew
26:33) The man Peter was still profes E«mg stability, and
immovability. But, we find the Master knew Peter;
knew his entire makeup and character; knew his weak-
nesses; and ves, even his sins.




December, 1967 ZION'S ADVOCATE

Peter again asserts his complete allegiance. “Peter
said unto him, Though I should die with ii“ss vet
will T not deny thee. 7 (Matthew 26:35) But alas,
Peter was a man, a good man. Ie had attained
a degree of righteousness in some respects, but he
was a man and still retained some weaknesses. Per-
haps he failed to measure up in his heart to complete
perfection.  Perhaps he was dazzled with the damsel
She asked him the simple question if he was not a fol-
lower of Jesus of Galilee. Jesus had told him that before
the morning broke or the “cock crew” he would deny
his allegiance three times. This, then, was the first time,
for he denied any knowledge of the matter the damsel
asked about. This then could not have been the immo-
vability in the foundation of the church promised by
Jesus in the 16th chapter. But, still another maiden
approaches and makes the direct statement This
fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.” (Matthew
26:71) “And again he denied with an oath, I do not know
the man. And after a while came unto him they that
stood by, and said to Peter, surely thou also art one of
them; for thy speech betrayeth thee. Then began he to
curse and to swear, saying I know not the man. And
immediately the cock crew.”’ (Matthew 26:72-74) We are
told that Peter wept bitterly for he knew in his own
heart his mistakes, weaknesses and perhaps his secref
sins. He remembered the words of the Master just a
few hours earlier. So we believe this could not have
been the rock Christ promised to build his church on.

Those that would believe, in spite of all evidence,
that the church Jesus spoke of was of the New Testa-
ment era as well as the church of Latter Days, should
consider the import of all statements of the Master,
“And from the days of John the Baptist until now the
Kingdom of Heaven suffereth viclence, and the vielent
take it by force.” (Matthew 11:12) The words of Jesus
himself indicate the impending viclence “prevailing
against” the church of the New Testament era. We
must keep in mind the wonderul promise, and promise
it was. ... upon this rock I will build myv church and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against 1.7 (Matthew

16:18)

The Apostle Paul came upon the scene of action,
He also saw the approach of apostacy and the eventusl
overthrow of the church, not from the outside, bz? from
the dwindling of faith and virture from within the bod:
of the church. He goes into detail as to whe i was o
become of the church and who would become r espot-
sible. (Acts 20:28-30) Still, a little further on we find
further evidence of the drifting of the New Testament
church toward apostacy. “Now we beseech you, hreth-
ren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in
mind, or be troubled, neither by sn%rii nf’r by word,
nor by letfer as from us, as that the day of Chs
at hand. Let no man deceive y(}u by any means; for
that day shall not come, except there come a falling
away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition; Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all
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or that is wors iig ; ed; so that he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he
is God.” (Il Thessalonians 2:1-4) We p@se the question, is
1t possible, by any stretch of human conception, to ac-

cept the ’zmﬂdmg of the church that Christ had brought
&bou% as the answer fo the promise, . I will build
my church and the gates of Hell shall not prwail against

that is called God,

it”?7  {Matthew 16:18)
Our evidence further indicates the “Prevailing” did
take place in the symbolic form of the great red drag)on

spoken of in Revelations 12:1-8. Eu church is sym-
bolized in all her glory as . . .. a woman e¢lothed with
the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her
head a crown of twelve stars” (Revelation 12:1) There
can be no mistake in the significance of the symbolic
woman. It is the (‘hufwh of Christ set up by Jesus him-
self during the New Testament period. The Apostle
Paul clearly indicates thzs in his letters to the Corin-
thans and Ephesians. See II Corinthians 11:12 and
Ephesians 5:23, also John 3:29 and Matthew 23:1-3.

The crown upon her head is symbolic of the leader-
ship the Lord gave to the church in the calling of the
twelve Apostles, the crown itself symbolic of rule. The
moon under her feet signifying the superseding of the
Mosiac law which was no longer necessary after Christ,
because of the fullness of the Gospel. The law of types
and shadows was a school master law, until Christ came.

“And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and
behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten
horns and seven crowns upon his heads and the
dragon stood hefore the woman which was ready to be
éemuwi“ for to devour her child as soon as it was
Revelation 12:3-4) In prophetic language dra-
1ly nations. Rome, according to ancient his-
the one unive '»:’d nation, idolaty ‘sus, steeped
s of Satan, avowed enemy of the saints
< heaped upon them, that sto <;d ready and

m mﬁ’i n control of the priesti ;{}d of the
" the most

izz dz{% WO

A

control of the saints

complete apostacy
, “And she brought
tions, with a rod
God, and to

i her child was cay s
into the wilderness,

And the woman

hath a place preg d of God, that they
Hild her there a thousand two hundred and
ﬁzzw score days.”  {RBevelations 12:5-8) The earth enter-

ed into the daz‘s night
S
AL

260 vears. The C %wmh of Chris

ar
9.5

of the dark a g@s to remain there
st set up by Christ him-
1
¥

self in %&m New Testament era had suffered violence
and the viclent had taken it by force. But His prom-

ises are sure, and His purposes are without end. The
long pﬂriod of darkness is broken by the promise he
gave so long ago to Apostle Peter, . flesh and blood
hath m}t revealed it unw thee, but my }*at er which is in
heaven”, (Matthew 17y The symbolic final setting of
his purposes and ‘me bu%iding of that church promised
to Peter so long ago is, “And 1 saw another angel fly
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in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation. and kindred, and tongue, and people. Saving
with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him;
for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him
that has made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters.” {(Revelation 14:6-7)

Yes, the Cornerstone of Our Faith is the Rock
Revelation, the life blood of the entire Restoration story.
Without it, we cannot exist as a people. Without recog-
nizing it as individuals, our honesty with ourselves is
doubtful. We would do well to heed the warnings of
the Gospel according to Matthew 24:21-27 concerning our
day, a day of Extremes from within and without. “To
rightly divide the word of God aright” is to find the
plane, the central point from all extremes. (A1l Emap
Mine)

K J. 5.

THE CHRISTMAS STORY

“For behold, God knoweth all things, being from
everlasting to everlasting, behold he sent angels to
minister unto the children of men, to make manifest
concerning the coming of Christ; and in Christ there
should come every good thing. And God also declared
unto the prophets by his own mouth, that Christ should
come. And behold, there were divers ways that he did
man#fest things unto the children of men, which were
good; and all things which are good, cometh of Christ,
otherwise men were fallen, and there could no gma
thing come unto them. Wherefore, by the minister-
ing of angels, and by every word which proceedeth
torth out of the mouth of God, men began to e ereise
faith in Christ; and thus by faith, they did lay hold
upon every good thing; and thus it was until the com-
ing of Christ. And after that he came, men also wer
saved by faith in his name; and by faith, they become
the sons ot God.” (Moroni 7:21- 24;

the thmgs mat my iath@r ha{! seen, and he h{‘“
the Lord was able to make them known unto
sat pondering in my heart T was caugl zi away in
Spirit of the Lord, yea, into an exceeding
which I never had seen before, and upon WW'
had before set my fool.

“And the Spirit said unto me, Behold, w hat desirest
thou?

“And I said, 1 desire to behold
father saw.

“And the Spirit said unto me, Believest thou
thy father saw the tree of which he hath poken?

“And I said, Yea, thou knowest that I believe all the
words of my father.

“And when I had spoken these words, the 5Spir
cried with a loud voice, saying, Hosanna 1o the Lord,
the most high God; for he is God over all the earth,
vea, even above all.  And blessed art thou, Nephi, be-
cause thou believest in the Son of the most high God;

h 1 never

the things which my

that
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Decermber,

wherefore, thou shalt be
degired. And ﬁewH
thee f{or a sign,
which bore the

“, 3{?@1’ ye }Ww v ?

shall ve mww%.
shall bear record it is the 5on

“And it came feo 5 ‘iha?’ the %p said unto me,
Look! and 1 looked and it was like

1 beheld a ifree;
unto the tree which my father had seen; and the beauty
thereof was far on 'in, exceeding of all beauty;
and the whiteness z id exceed the whiteness of
the driven snow.

>-— -

“And it came to pass mta} H
said unto the Spirit, I behc

the tree which is precious above all.
What d%u@“

To hm

smd seen the ftree, 1

’i%'@u’?

“And he said unto me,
“And T said unto him,
eof: for 1 spake unto him
beheld ﬁ 1at %w WdS in H;s iwm o: a me

-etation
hy for 1
rthe-

and I saw him not;
And it came

“'}M of Jeru-
I the ut} of

o

for 5 e had gone {1

to pass that I looker
salem, and also other
n the

Nazareth: and i f wid a virgin,
and she was exceedingly falr and &E’iu‘{x%

“And it came to that I saw the heavens open;
and an angel came down and mwu %{i 1 ma; and he

said unto me, Nephi, what
“And I said unto

fair above all

him, A virgin, most beaut

“And now it came to pass tha
prophesy a great many i
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ne writter. And behold, he said unto them, Behold, I
give unto you a sign: for five years more c#z“zéih ami

>em all those
this will

‘”1@*1 Cm'%ih the Son of God to e
all believe on his name ”mi behold,
unto }rau for a sign ai

behold,
who sh

1 give he time of his coming;
for behold, the shall be great lights in heaven, inso-
o

ht

before h C{m eth, there shall be
é%mé it shall appear unto man as
e there shall be one day and a
night, and a day, as if it were one day, and there were no
night; and this shall be unto you for a sign; for ye shall
know of the rising of the sun, and also of its setting;
therefore they shall know of a surety that there shall
be two days and a night; nevertheless the night shall
not be darkened; and it shall be the night belore he is
born. And behold there shall be a new star arise, such
an one as ye never have beheld; and this also shall be a
sign unto you. And behold this is not all, there shall
be many signs and wonders in heaven. And it shall
come to pass that ye shall all be amazed, and wonder,
insomuch that ve shall fall 1o the earth. And it s’*mll
come to pass that whosoever shall believe on the Son
of God, the same shall have everlasting life.” (Helaman
5:54-62)

“And it came to pass that in the commencement of
the ninety and second year, behold the pmph@uw of
the prophets began to be fulfilied more fully; for there
began to be greater signs and greater mirac 1“5 wrought
among the people, But there were some who began
to say that the time was past for the words to be ful-
filled, which were spoken by Samuel, the Lamanite.
And they began to rejoice over their brethren, saving,
Behold, the time is past, and the words of Samuel are
not fulfilled; therefore, your jov and vour faith con-
cerning this thing hath been vain.

much that in the nig
no darkness, ins
if it was day;

“And it came {G pass that they did make a great up-
roar throughout the land; and the people who believed,
began to be very sorrowful, lest by any means those
thmgg which had been spoken, might not come to pass.
But behold, they did watch steadfastly for the day, and
that night, and that day, which should be as one day,
as if there were no night, that they might know that
their {aith had net been vain.

‘Now it came fo pass that there was a day set apart
by the unbelievers, that all those who believed in those
traditions should be put to death, except the sign should
come to pass which had been given by Samuel the
prophet. Now it came to pass that when Nephi, the son
of Nephi, saw this wickedness of his people, his heart
was exceeding sorrowful. And it came fo pass that he
went out and bowed himself down upon the earth, and
cried mightly to his God, in behalf of this people;
vea, those who were about fo be destroved because of
their faith in the tradition of their fathers. And it
came {0 pass that he cried mightily unto the Lord, all
that day; and behold, the voice of the Lord came unfo
him, saying. Lift up your head and be of good cheer,
for behold, the time is af hand, and on this night Shali
the sign be glven, and on the morrew come I into the

world, to shew unto the world that I will fulfill all that

which I have caused to be spoken by the mouth of my
}zm;, prophets. Behold, 1 come unto my own, to fulfill
all things which I have made known unto the children
of men, from the foundation of the world, and to do the
will, both of the Father, and of the Son of the Father,
because of me, and of the Son, because of my flesh,
And behold the time is at hand, and this night shall
the sign be given,

“And it came to pass that the words which came
unto Nephi were fulfilled, according as they had been
spoken: for behold at the going down of the sun, there
was no darkness; and the people began to be astonished,
because there was no darkness when the night came.
And there were many who had not believed the words
of the prophets, fell to the earth, and became as if they
were dead, for they knew that the great plan of des-
truction which they had laid for those who believed in
the words of the prophets, had been frustrated, for the
sign which had been given was already at hand; and
they began to know that the Son of God must shortly
appear; yea, in fine, all the people upon the whole earth,
from the west to the east, both in the land north and in
the land south, were so exceedingly astonished, that
they fell to the earth; for they knew that the prophets
had ftestified of these things for many vears, and that
the sign which had been given, was already at hand;
and they began to fear because of their iniquity and
their unbelief.

“And it came to pass that there was no darkness in all
that night, but it was as light as though it was midday.
And it came to pass that the sun did rise in the morn-
ing again, according to its proper order; and they knew
that it was the day that the Lord should be born, be-
cause of the sign which had been given. And it had
come to pass, yea, all things, every whit, according to
the words of the prophets. And it came to pass also,
that a pew star did appear, according to the word”
(11T Nephi 1:4-24)

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise:
When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, be-
fore they came together, she was found with c¢hild of the
Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a just
man, and not willing to make her a publick example,
was minded to put her away privily. But while he
thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord
sppeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son
of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife:
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.

“Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring
forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with us.

“Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the
angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him
his wife: and knew her not till she had brought forth
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~alled his name Jesuy

and he ¢

her firsthorn son:
thew 1:18-25)

‘i“a
it

{ t“i‘ie went
all the world

“And it came ;
out a decree from (‘f;w@az* s

should be taxed. {And this ?axmg was firs - when
Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 10 he

tm
And all we
taxed, every one into his own city. And z”
went up from Galilee, out of the city of I azam’{?,

into
Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;
(because he was of the house and lineage of David:) to
be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with

child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the
days were accomplished that she should be delivered.
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in the inn.

“And there was in the same country shepherds abid-
ing in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they
were sore afraid.

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not, for behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to
all people. For unto you is born this day in the city

of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And
this shall be a sign unto you; Ve shall find the babe

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men.

manger.

“And it came to pass. as the angels were gone away
from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-
other, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
And when they had seen if, they made known abroad
the sayving which was fold them concerning this child
And all they that heard it wondered at those things
which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary
kept all these things, and pendered them in her he
And the shepherds returned, gﬁioréi’vin; and praising
God for all the things that they had heard and seen,
as it was told unto them.” (Luke 2:1-20)

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came v
men from the east to Jerugalem, saying, Where is he
that is born King of the Jews? for we have seep his
star in the east, and are come to worship him.

“When Herod the king had heard these things, he
was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when

ige

he had gathered all the chiel priests and scribes of the
people together, he demanded of them where Christ

should be born. And they said unto him, in Bethiehem
of Judea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou
RBethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among
the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a Gov-
ernor, that shall rule my people Israel
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“Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise
men, enquired of them diligently what time the star
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said,
o and search diligently for the young child; and when
ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may
come and worship him also.

“When they had heard the king, they departed; and,
1o, the star, which they saw in the east, went before
them, till it came and stood over where the young child
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with ex-
ceeding great joy.

“And when they were come into the house, they saw
the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down,
and worshiped him: and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh.

“And being warned of God in a dream that they
should not return to Herod, they departed into their
own country another way. And when they were de-
parted, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Jos-
eph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child
and his mother, and flee into Egypt; and be thou there
until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young
child to destroy him.

“When he arose, he took the young child and his
mother by night, and departed into Egypt: and was
there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
Out of Egypt have I called my son.” (Matthew 2:1-15)

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulders: and
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for
ever. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will perform this.”
(Izsaiah 9:8, 7)

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into
the high mountain: O Jerusalem, that bringest good tid-
ings, 1ift up thy voice with strength; 1ift it up, be not
afraid: say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!
(Isaiah 40:9)

For the Lord shali comfort Zion: he will comfort all
her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like
Fden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy
and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and
the voice of melody.

Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return,
and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy
shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and
joy: and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. (Isaiah

51:3, 11)
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FROM YUCATAN

When we do not feel the suffering, the sorrow, and
the hunger of all mankind we have not truly compre-
hended the Cospel of Christ, of which Paul said that
he was not ashamed, “for it is the power of God unto
salvation”. Nephi, in sending out words to convey
truth to men said, “Wherefore, ye must press forward
with a steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect bright-
ness of hope, and a love of God and of all men”. (II Ne-
phi 13:29)

The words of Paul have sailed as ships down
through the ages carrying their precious cargo of truth
into the hearts of men. ‘For as the body is one, and
hath many members, and all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether be bond or {ree; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit”. (I Corin
thians 12:12, 13)

Ves, having been baptized by one Spirit into one
body, he then declares in verse 27, “Now ye are the
body of Christ, and members in particular”. Becoming
members in particular, we then have certain obligations
toward our brothers, and in particular those who are less
fortunate than we. Listen well to these great words of
Jacob as found in the Book of Mormon. “Think of your
brethren, like unto yourselves, and be familiar with all,
and free with vour substance, that they may be rich
like unto vou. But before you seek for riches, seek ye
for the kingdom of God. And after ye have obtained a
hope in Christ, ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them,
for the intent to do good; to clothe the naked, and to
feed the hungry, and to liberate the captive, and ad-
minister relief to the sick, and afflicted.” {Jacoh 2:22-24)

Do vou feel that you are poor? Walk with me for a
few moments. We are in a street of a small town some
where in the land of the Mava’s. The houses we see are
but sticks and mud. They are small. Many of the
kitchens in your homes are as large or more so than
many of these houses. We see no windows and only
two doors in each dwelling, a door on either side. They
are only one room houses. There are small brush lean-
tos near many of the houses. These are kitchens.
There is a small fire on the earth floor of each kitchen
circled by a ring of stones. This is a stove. The lady
of the house is sitting by the fire on a low stool or a
piece of small log, and we hear the pat pat of her hands
as she forms little thin disks of corn, from corn masa.
Masa is a paste-like dough made from corn after the hull
of the kernel has been removed. These tortillas are the
principle food for her family which usually consists of,
parents, children, and in many cases, grandparents or
others who because of age or illness must be depen-
dent.

The corn supply is short. Due to three bad vears
they have been unable to produce enough corn. This
vear the “Hurricane Buelah” in many places destroyed
the entire corn crop,

As we continue down the street we are met by
friendly people. Many are in rags. One will never
know the service that is in a garment until he sees the
patched garments of these people. Now we are at the
gate of members of the church. We have known this
family for twelve wyears. Some of the children are
now grown. Here we find a sad condition, one of which
is common in this country. One young man has been
sick for over four months. 7The entire abdomen is
hard to the touch. He suffers much pain and runs a
fever each day. His body has wasted away, the sparkle
of the eve is gone and there is look of hopelessness in
hig face. The local doctors have admitted they do not
know what his illness is. There are specialists in Meri-
da, but there is no money to pay their prices.

We could continue down the street, but it would be
like playing a broken record. We would see the same
poverty and sickness in most every home.

The following is a quote from a letter from Yucatan
to the Secretary of the Apostles.

“The members and friends of the Church desire that
when you receive this humble letter it will transmit to
vou their memory of the love you were able fo disburse
among us, Evangelists brothers in Christ, and inform
vou of what happened here on the passing of the hurri-
cane Buelah this past month. It destroyed our homes,
uprooted our limited crops and killed our little domestic
animals, leaving us in complete misery. We are trying
to dry the sisal, our only sustaining product, for with-
out it we shall remain economically without resources.
Thinking of our families, there is nothing we can do
but trust to the will of Christ. The members and
friends of our beloved Church come to you begging
that you may help us on this occasion in which we re-
main abandoned.”

Words are but ships that carry and convey ideas
and understanding from one person 1o another. They
are the means whereby we describe conditions, people,
and things, as we are able to see and comprehend them.
At the moment I find them to be insufficient to convey
or to express the condition of human need and suffer-
ing that prevails in some areas of this land. Yet, words
are all that T have at my command, so I have sent them
out to you as ships that bear as cargo, a cry out of 2
wilderness of human suffering. May these ships find
habor in vour minds and hearts and as you compre-
hend the full impact of that cry may your hearls be
mellowed toward all men and may the impress of the
Holy Spirit touch you each with that Divine desire that
will prompt that Spirit that is within you, to impart of
vour substance to those who stand in need.

Money should be sent to the Bishopric ear-marked
as relief for Yucatan. A commitiee composed of mem-
hers of the Church in this land will be responsible for
the buying and dispensing of food and the paying of
medical bills. Do not send packages.

Your brother in Christ,
. Leon Yates



Page 184

ZION'S ADVOCATE

December, 1987

WHOSE BIRTHDAY IS IT?
by
Don W. Housknecht
An incident of a few years back has been refreshed
to my memory and I would like to tell it here. It has
to do with little candy shop, in Fargo, North Dakota,
and a little lad named Ito, in far away Japan.

After World War II it was necessary to leave {roops
in Japan to maintain the peace. At Christmas time our
boys could often be found gathered in groups here and
there, and singing Christmas carols with all their might
and always on the day before and on Christmas day
they could be seen going about acting as Santa Claus
and often dressed as such. They had great fun in hold-
ing parties for the children and passing out toys and
candy. It was at one of these parties that a little lad
named Ito was heard to ask the question—"Whose
birthday is it? The man with the whiskers?” and some-
one told him that they were celebrating the Savior's
birthday. But the little fellow was quite confused, for,
from what he could see, SANTA WAS THE MAIN
ATTRACTION.

Now, we ask the question again. Whose birthday is
it? Is there anything in the millions of dollars worth
of advertising that would tell us? Look into the
store windows and see the lavish displays therein, see
the elaborate things that decorate the windows, lights
and spangles, fir trees fairly bristling with tinsel and
bells and glistening imitation snow. And you see Santas
everywhere, some of them begging alms and others
setting in stores telling falsehoods to innccent children.
Do these tell the story of the Man whose birthday we
celebrate?

Where in all the lavish displays do you see the pic-
ture of Him who has given us this day to celebrate? You
have but to go down fo any of the main streels of your
city or town and lock about you and peer into the win-
dows, from one end of the street to the other, but can
vou see the supposed likeness pictured there of the One
who once lay in an humble stall, fo whom came men from
afar to pay Him homage? Can you see anything that
indicates that it is for Him that we are buying gifts {or
are we?)

What manner of gifts are we laying at His feet?
Is it not ridiculous to commemorate a person’s birthday
by buying gifts, and then GIVE THE GIFTS TO SOME-
ONE ELSE, whose birthday is likely a long way off?

No, there is no space available for the picture of
Him whose birth we commemorate, but rather is the
space occupied by that which is offered for sale. Com-
mercializing on the name of Christ, lining their pockets
with gold and silver, making themselves rich of this
world’s goods, {and we confribute to the delinquency)
rather than bestow gifts upon Him who holds out to
mankind the greatest gift of all Eternal Life!

But a few years ago, in Fargo, North Dakota, there
was a little old man that eked out a living from his
candy store. He used to trust the kiddies and let them
have candy when they didn’t have any pennies.

Other stores much larger in size and volume of busi-
ness wouldn't trust the the kiddies who didn’t have their
pennies with them, and their windows held a lavish dis-
ploy of gifts and do-dads and spangles, dolls, toys and
trains, but there was nothing to mention the Birth of the
fair Prince of Peace. All these other stores were busy
with their great volume of business but nothing to
show what it was all about, but the little candy-store
window was barren of great display, barren except for
a lone picture with a candle burning on either side of
it, not the picture of the babe in the manger, but the
face of a Man who looked dejected and saddened, and
somehow it just didn’t harmonize with the gay atmos-
phere of festivity on the outside.

A few shoppers would stop and look into this window
which was so different in contrast to that of others
around it. It was a cold and bitter winter, very typical
of the Dakota’s, but some of the shoppers that had
stopped to look at this humble display would stand so
long that the bitter cold would eventually make them
pass on, but the face that they beheld in the window of
little candy-store, should long remain in their memory.
Truly, the little Japanese lad might ask in bewilderment,
“Whose birthday is it?7”

1 a like sum of money that we spend each Christmas
for gifts were turned in for offerings to the Lord, and
then on Christmas day, gather ourselyes together and
give homage to Him whose birthday it is, and join our
voices in songs that tell of Him, as the songs of the
Angels,—“Joy to the world the Lord is come, for lo! the
days are hastening on, by prophets seen of old, when
with the ever encircling vears, shall come the time
foretold, when the new heaven and earth shall own, the
Prince of Peace, their King, and the whole world send
back the song, which now the angels sing. Haill the
heaven born Prince of Peace! Hail! the Son of Right-
eousness! Light and life to all He brings, risen with
healing in His wings. Quiet! He lays His glory by,
born that man no more may die; Born to raise the sons
of earth, born to give them second birth.”

What 2z gloricus feeling it must have been on the
day so long ago, to have heard the volce of heaven say-
ing, “Fear not, for 1 bring veu good tidings of great joy,
which will be to all people. And then to hear the Angels
in chorus sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward all men.”

MNeed we ask? Whose birthday it is we now com-
memorate!

A LIFE LESSON

by
Mrs. Ella Casey
If you will live aright
Every day and night,
God will take care of you
Your entire life through
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ZION AND THE TEMPLE
OF THE LORD

By
William A. Sheldon
Part One

Among the outstanding beliefs of the Restoration
Movement, including the Church of Christ, are: the
gathering of the saints of God and of the whole house,
or nation of Israel; the establishment of a latter day city
and land of Zion; and the building of a holy temple of
the Lord.

Unbelievers, without, and of later years, from with-
in, have assailed the two latter beliefs, especially as
being concoctions of Joseph Smith, Jr. and others of
his associates. His whole prophetic mission has been
called into question by reason of considerable evidence
of his manifest humanity.

I do not prepose to excuse his mistakes, or those of
others. But, having said this, neither do I intend fto
shrug off as inconsequential, or lambast as the mach-
inations of the devil or of man, everything coming
through him as the purported word of God.

More could be said along this line, but we defer at
this time. Any reference to latter day revelations shall
be by way of corroboration of Bible and Book of Mor-
mon scripture on these important subjects.

We hear it said that they are unimportant; that we
are to “preach nothing but repentance to this genera-
tion”. 1 will answer that there is no gospel principle
or precept but what must, in its analysis, incorporate
the principle of repentance either directly or by impli-
cation. Again: how dare any to say that the revelations
of God, either anciently or in our time, may be con-
sidered with impunity; for do we not read:

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will
of man: but hely men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.” (I Peter 1:21)

And further:

“And all scripture given by inspiration of God, is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.” (I Timothy 3:16, Inspired
Version)

Now to proceed with the subject at hand.

What is Zion? Or, more accurately, what has it
been, and what will be it be? For it is not a present
reality,

Of foremost importance: it is the dwelling place of
God on earth! Secondly, it is also the dwelling place of
His people, who have conditioned themselves in right-
eousness to live with Christ!

“The Lord shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice
from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall
shake: but the Lord will be the hope of His people, and

the strength of the children of Israel.
hat 1

nountain . .
i dwell

“So oshall ve know t
dwelling in Zion, my holy 1
“For the people sha

7 (Isaiah 30:19)

Here we find that Zion will be at “Jerusalem”, but
there is much evidence to support the belief that there
will be two commanding (Cm\zs from which shall go
forth the servants of the Lord to all nations to preach the
fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and this with great
power from God! Both of these places may be called
Zion, but for the sake of distinction, one is referred to as
Zion or Mount Zion, and the other simply as Jerusalem;
not as Jerusalem is presently, or for that matier, ever
has been, but Jerusalem, cleansed and sanctified (that is,
her people); fitted for the presence of God.

“And it shall come to pass, that he that is left in
Zion, and he that remaineth in Jerusalem, ﬂbzﬂ‘i be call-
ed holy, even every one that is written among the living
n Jerusalem:

“When the Lord shall have sraq}md away the filth of

the daugthers of Zion, and shall have purged the blood
of Jerusalem from the midst ihcrc i by the spirit of
judgment, and by the spirit of burning.

“And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place
of Mount Zion, and upon her assemb a cloud and
smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by
night: for upon all the glory shall be a defense.

am the Lord vour God
S (Joel 3:186, 17)

in Zion al Jerusalem

And there shall be a fabernacle for a én
the daytime from the heat, and f:}z a place of refug
and for a covert from stor {Isaiah 4: %{ﬂ

Other points will b but

rred to from here, later,

*é“m nmv, b}, e concerning a

'Xi';d it shall come to pass in the last days, that the

mountain of the Lord’s house shall be establi d in the
top of the mountains, and calted above the
hills: and all nations shall fioy

“And many people sh & y wd
15 g0 up to iin mountain of the m;rd ‘m ‘;1& hous
of the God of Jacob; and He will {
and we will walk in H%s paths: {«
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”
(all emphasis in The%e texts is mine, W.AS)

The principles of {aith and repentance, coupled with

1d say, Come ye,

obedience toward God, ave designed % bring men to
God, and hence, to Zion. Butl. the scriptures herein

quoted, and many will show m, unbelief and
wickedness extant in our time, which is in the last days,
making it necessary for God nof only to purge Zion and
Jerusalem, but also the whole earth!

“The earth also is defiled under the
thereof; because thev have transgressed

others,

inhabitants
he laws,
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changed the ordinances, broken the everlasting cov-
enant,

sTherefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and
they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the in-
habitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.”
(Isaiah 24.5, 6)

In verse 21, we find it is the Lord who will “punish
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity”; nor will
He be required to rely on man’s use of atomic energy,
for at that time. all shall know it is the Lord Himself
who is doing it!

“mion shall be redeemed (rescued from sin, W.A.S)
with judgment, and her converts with righteousness.

“And the destruction of the transgressors and the
sipners shall be together, and they that forsake the
Lord shall be consumed.” {Isaiah 1:27, 28)

A great deal more could be said relative to the judg-
ments of God, even now in the process of fulfillment,
but that is secondary to this discussion, though of great
moment.

Now, let us go to the Book of Mormon to find out
where the city of Zion shall be, and to further dis-
tinguish from Jerusalem.

Moroni quotes the ancient Jaredite prophet, Ether,
and after stating that this land (of the Americas) was to
be a choice land above all other lands, a chosen land of
of the Lord”, he says:

“ That it was the place of the new Jerusalem,
which should come down out of heaven, and the holy
sanctuary of the Lord.” {(Ether 6:3)

This, of course, refers to the same “new Jerusalem”

£ Revelation 21:2, which comes after that 1000 year
reign of Christ upon the earth; and after this earth and
the heavens have passed away, there will be new heavens
and a new earth {see verse one).

But Ether spoke also of another “new Jerusalem”” on
this land and of the old Jerusalem from whence should
come Lehi and his family, the progenitors of the Nephite
and Lamanite races,

Concerning old Jerusalem, he said:

“YWherefore it could not be a New Jerusalem, for it
had been in time of old, but it should be buill up again
(now in process, W.A.S.) and become a holy city of the
Lord: and it should be built up unto the house of Israel;

“And that a new Jerusalem should be buill up upon
this land, unto the remnant of the seed of Joseph, (the
children of Ephraim and Manasseh, who were the sons
of Joseph, W.A.85).
they shall build up a holy city unto the Lord . . .
(Ether 6:8)

We are told further in the words of Christ, concern-
ing the Gentiles of that day, that if they would repent
they would come in unto the covenant and be numbered
with those of the remnant of Jacob (or of Joseph’s SO1S),
and should assist them.

31

“And also, as many of the house of Israel as shall
come, that they may build a city, which shall be called
the New Jeruaslem;

“And then shall they assist my people that they may
be gathered in, who are scattered upon zll the face of
the land in unto the New Jerusalem.

“And then shall the power of heaven come down
among them; and I also will be in the midst (this is
Jesus Christ, W.A.S), and then shall the work of the
Father commence at that day even when this gospel
shall be preached among the remnant of this people
(the children of Lehi, W.A.S.) (IIT Nephi 10:1-4)

True, the Book of Mormon refers to Zion as the “New
Jerusalem”, upon this land, but it is God’s dwelling place,
or the place of His government upon the earth. Hence,
it ig synonomous to the latter day Zion of Isaiah 2:1-3;
Micah 4:1, 2; and the Zion with its travail and ultimate
triumph so repeatedly and fully detailed in both the Bible
and Book of Mormon. It would take a volume to do it
justice.

Now. why should it be thought a strange thing, and
held in contempt, that the Lord had the establishment
of this Zion in mind in very inception of His work in
the latter days? Would this not really be a fundamental
objective of the Church of Christ, called to be the king-
dom of God in these latter days: to prepare a people to
live with Christ, even here upon the earth?

Much has been said regarding the Church of Christ
of ancient times as symbolized by the beautiful woman
in Revelation 12: of the early apostasy, porirayed there
by her flight “into the wilderness”; and having her off-
spring, a “man child”, caught up unto God. It has been
thought that this manchild represented only the author-
ity of the priesthood, taken away because of transgres-
sion within the church. But notice that it is the off-
spring of the woman, or church, and that she travailed
in birth “and pained to be delivered”. Since when is
priesthood authority the offspring of the church?
Neither ig it Christ, if that be conjectured

Priesthood authority was restored in preparation for
the establishment of the kingdom of God. The nucleus
of the kingdom has come forth, but its fullness, includ-
ing the endowment, has not yet occurred.

1 gubmit that the man-child is the product of the
spiritual union between God and the Church, The
Church since 1830 has been, and is, in travail to bring
forth the fullness of the kingdom of Ged, which in-
deed, will “rule all nations with a rod of iron”, which is
the pure word of God, by the power of God! Compare
Revelation 12 of the Inspired Translation.

1 {further submit that after the travail (yet to come
more fully) of this latter day Church of Christ, together
with the travail of latter day Israel (the remnants of
Jacob among the nations), that the kingdom of God (syn-
nonomous with Zion, with respect to the people of God!)
shall come 1o its fullness of fruition, and then shall the
¢ity of Zion be built, to which the Christ shall come.
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Now, if this he God’s purpose, why can we not be-
leve that He would reveal to Joseph S‘;mtis el
pects of the beginning of Zion's establishment as well
as of her glorious consummation?

is it because we have seen his weakness?

“put God hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the things which are
mighty;

«and base things of the world, and things which are
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are
not, 1o bring to naught things that are:

“That no flesh should glory in his presence.”
inthians 1:27-29)

Latter day revelation concerning Zion; the purpose
of her creation; her cleansing and ultimate triumph in
the gathering and preservation of the saints, will be dis-
cussed in part two.

THE GOSPEL RESTORED
b

William ¥. Anderson
Taken from Zion’s Advocate, July, 1937

The power and authority to represent Christ and
administer the ordinances of the gospel, having been
taken away from the earth (see Revelation 12:5), the
woman (church) fled into the wilderness (obscurity)
where she was fed for 1260 days (years). (Revelations
12:6)

The authority having been taken away “caught up un-
10 God”, it became necessary, when God saw fit to re-
store the gospel to men again, that the right, or auth-
ority to represent Jesus Christ be committed unto men
again. When the church should return from the wilder-
ness, it would again have to be clothed with the sun, and
have a crown of twelve stars upon her head. God hav-
ing taken the “man child” (authority) away, He alone,
could restore it, and in searching the scriptures we find
that the Lord contemplated this very thing.

We read, “Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but
he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.”
(Amos 3:7)

In all ages, when the Lord was about to do some-
thing affecting the children of men, whether it was
blessing or destruction, he first made known his pur-
pose through his prophets, a prophet being his mouth-
piece to speak unio men.

All the ancient prophets foretold the coming of
Christ as a babe, told what he would do, told of !
death on the cross for the sins of men, and told that he
would be raised from the dead. Yet, when he came, his
people refused to accept him or believe his teachings,
as was evidenced when they crucified him. They did
as the prophets said they would do.

Christ and his apostles foretold of the time when
men would reject the gospel message they taught, and
that therefore authority to represent Christ would be
be lost to the world until God should see fit to restore
it. (See tract on Apostacy, by Wm. F. Anderson)

{1 Cor-
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Jesus warned men to beware of false prophets, (Mat-
thew 7:18) He did not say there would be no more true
srophels. There could not be false prophets unless

¢ were true prophets. It is impossible to counter-
feit something that does not exist, so if there were no
rue prophets there could be not false ones.

e

Turning to Malachi 3:1, the prophet foretells an
event that was to happen preceeding the second coming
of Christ: “Behold, T will send my messenger, and he
shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord, whom ye
seek, shall suddenly come to his temple.” A messenger
was to come and a way was to be prepared for the sud-
den second coming of the Lord. He did not come sud-
denly ninteen hundred years ago, IHe came into the
world as all men do:; was born, reared, mingled and
worked with and among men, until he was about thirty
vears of age, before he made himself known as the
Son of God. Let us look at the next four verses in this
umnac*ma and we find some things that were to be
done to the sons of Levi, and to Judah, which did not
happen when Christ was here upon earth nineteen hun-
dred vears ago. Therefore this prophecy of Malachi
must refer to some time other than the first coming.
The prophecy is plain, and comes to us as instruction for
our time. Are we going to be as the people were at the
first appearance of Christ, or are we going to be alert
to the times in which we are living?

Daniel tells us that in the last days Ged would set
up a kingdom which should never be destroved, and
which would finally subdue all other kingdoms. Turn
to Daniel, 2nd chapter. It would be well to read the
entire chapter. We will not take the space to quote, but
will notice some points in the chapter. First, let us look
at verses 25, and 28 and verses 31, 35, Verse 28 shows
the time of the latter days. Following, we have a de-
scription of an image. Also, we are told that a stone
would be cut out of a mountain without hands, and the
stone would smite the image on the feet and break
them in pieces. Then the image would be destroyed, or
broken into pieces.

In verses 37 to 45, we have the interpretation of the
dream as given by Daniel, prophet or spokesman for
the Lord. The image represented the various kingdoms
that were to have place on the earth. Had we the space,
we might follow the history of the world from the days
of Daniel until our day, and locate each kingdom in
turn, up until the time when the image stood erect and
umapicte at which time the Lord has set up a kingdom

“And in the days of these kings shall the God of
hedwn\ set up a kingdom, which shall never be de-
stroved; and the kingdom shall not be left to other

people, but it shall break in pieces and ('(}mum@ all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.’ Read also

rerse 45,

5
P

If we can find a period in history when these
cingdoms had place on the earth we may know when
this prophecy was to be fulfilled, and when God would
set up His kingdom.

Let us take a look at history and see if we can deter-
mine the period when these kingdoms were all reigning
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The soul reviving news
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was blinded and bound and taken to Babyl
place in the 11th year of the reign of Zedekiah and a
quick look at the Book of Mormon (Omni 1:24-28) tells
us that the people referred to as the people of Zara
nemla, left Jerusalem atf this time, te come to the Am-
ericas. This brings us to the next part of Chapter 17 of
the book of Ezekiel

“Thus saith the Lord God; I will also take of the
highest branch of the high cedar, and will set it; T will
crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one, and
will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent: In the
mountain of the height of Istael will T plant it.”" (Ezekiel
17:22)

According to the history as recorded in the Book of
Mormon (I Nephi) on this continent was the Height of
Israel. These people were the cream of the crop so as
to speak, that were led by God out of the oncoming
destruction of Jerusalem., A similar thing took place
with the eight who were protected by God under the
leadership of Noah. According to some in the restora-
tion, Mulek (Mosiah 11:78) was a son of Zedekiah. Now
we read that Zedekiah’'s sons were killed (IT Kings 25:7)
so why must we assume that this Mulek or any of the
others who were led, by God, out of Jerusalem in that
11th year of the reign of King Zedekiah, was a son of
7Zedekiah? Zedekiah was cast out of God's presence be-
cause he did not do that which was right in His sight.
Ezekiel tells us that this leader of the people who were
to flee Jerusalem was to be the best, yet possibly very
young. Let’s read it for ourselves, again this time in
full.

“Thus saith the Lord God; I will also take of the
highest branch of the high cedar: and will set it; I will
crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one,
and will plant it upon an high mountain and eminent:
In the mountain of the height of Israel will I plant it:
and it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be
a goodly cedar: and under it shall dwell all fowl of
every wing; in the shadow of the branches thereof
shall they dwell. And all the trees of the field shall
know that I the Lord have brought down the
have exalted the low tree, have dried up the gre
and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the Loxd
spoken and have done it.” (Ezekiel 17:22-24)

This “tender one” is the one i
most choice of the highest branch of 1
in other ing man is the most humb

words, the you
vant of God that was left in Je
This is not nard to imagine because remember the war-
riors, smiths, craftsmen, etc. were faken 1o Babyvlon.
Ki Nebuchadnezzar didn’t want the poor, the very
voung, the old and the peace-loving family men. It
seems fo me that this type of people could be more apl
16 turn out a young man to fit these qualities than a
wicked King such as Zedekiah. This "tender one”’ was
led from Jerusalem to the “height of Israel”. There he
was to grow unto the Lord. As further confirmation of
this the Lord tells us quite plainly that this was not a
thing of the future, for he says, “] the Lord have spoken
and Have Done It.”

<
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“And the remnant that is escaped of the house of
Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit
upward: For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant,
and they that escape out of mount Zion; the zeal of the
Lord of hosts shall do this.”” (Isaiah 37:31-32)

Here again we find Isaiah telling of a people, just
a remnant, who escaped from Jerusalem, and who will
take up a new residence.

“Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by
a well; whose branches run over the wall: The archers
have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated
him: But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of
his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty
God of Jacob: (from hence is the shepherd, the stone of
Istacl) Even by the God of thy father, who shall help
thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with
blessings above, blessings of the deep that lieth under,
blessing of the breasts, and of the womb. The bless-
ings of thy father have prevailed above the bless-
ings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the
everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph,
and on the crown of the head of him that was separate
from his brethren.” {Cenesis 49:22-26) Once more
Joseph's people are referred 1o as a tree or some sort of
vegetation that can be planted and either wither or
grow. In this instance it is a fruitful bough that is
planted near a well. As all normal vines, it seeks water,
<o the branches run over the wall of the well. This
was the writers way of saying that these people had gone
over to the other side of the earth. “Separate from his
hyethren.” it said. Separated to where? To the land of
the everlasting hills. This was the prophet’s way of
saying the Americas. Where else, but the Americas,
do vou find a constant chain of mountains that extend
from one end of the hemisphere to the other.

MANIFESTATION GIVEN TO THE
1967 SOLEMN ASSEMBLY

en as council to the Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
and abroad in Solemn Assembly, Tuesday,

mbled
st 1, 1987, thr Apostle D W, Housknecht.

o

roand let my Word burden your hearts, 0! My
my heart is made tender by the sincerity of
o and prayers, saith the Spirit of your Heav-

times before you and that your minds may be opened
to understan

that thou hast not let thy hearts be tender towards they
whom are thy companions in the Brotherhood of your
Master. Tor if thou hast doubt of thy brothers sin-
cerity and think that his understanding giveth strange
interpretations of the principles of my Gospel, thou
doest burden vour hearts without charity, for thou doest
all % in some measure of understanding fully, the
principles of my Gospel.

i lac
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Therefore as thou doest now make thyselves humble
pefore me in fasting and prayer, thou must neverthe-
less increase thy devotions in a more meek and sub-
missive manner as thou hast not hitherio done. Unlatch
thy purse-strings and give attendance to thy tithes and
offerings that my promises of blessing upon you bhe not
withheld.

Continue in much fasting from the ways of the
world and give succor to my chosen servants who strive
for the cause of Zion, by upholding them before me and
1 will fill them with knowledge of my will concerning
vou, my people.

Then shall thy feet stand in green fields while all
else withereth in famine, and no hurt shall come upon
vou for thou shalt stand under the canopy of my mercy
and know that my hand doth guide you. Be faithful
to thy vows that thou madest at thy birth into My King-
dom and remember my commandments to obey, saith
the Spirit of the living God, Amen.

LOCAL CHURCH NEWS

Fast Independence, Missouri

Greetings from the East Independence Local:

Summer has gone and winter is upon us. We here
are striving to be about our Father's business. Our
ministers are admonishing us to so live that we can
partake of the blessings that are for the faithful.

Although it is a little late to report our ‘Qunday School
officers, the following are doing a good job and desire
to be mentioned:

srother Randy Sheldon, Superintendent
Srother Frank Fann, Assistant Superintendent
Sister Belinda Stone, Secretary

Brother Kenneth Smith, Treasurer

Sister Melissa Nast, Planist

Brother Roland Sarratt, Librarian.

Teachers:

Brother Harvey Seibel, Admi Class
Brother Frank Fann, Junior Class
Sister Ruth Randall, Em,enw liate
Siste 1(1!(3(%& Nast, Primary

Sigter Cradle Boll

Jewel Beem,

Sister Ora Derry
stands in need of our pray
to have her with us once again.

It will be a happy
We miss her

Sister Aldridge,
new home by keep;m,
enjoyving her neighbors,

bhusy,

of Arkansas, is enjoying
working her garden and

Rohert Oldham announced the
Sue on October 24, 1987, The it
T Oldham is the

Brother and BSister
birth of Kimberly
bundle of joy weighed 7 Ibs, 8 ozs. Mrs.
former Jennifer Nast. The proud grandparents are in
North Carolina now to see the new granddaughter,
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iz still confined to her home and
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We are happy to have Brother Kenneth Smith home
from the missionary field. He and Brother Jordan have
heen traveling together.

Brother Rex and Sister Marie Weaver, formerly of
California, are making their home in Independence. 50
nice to have them with us.

Sunday evening, October 29, Brother Don W. Hous-
knecht was our speaker. Very nice having him with us
once more, He stressed the importance of faith and
love for one another without pretense. He and Brother
Sheldon are now on their way to California, stopping
off at different places to visit our members. May the
Good Lord go with them.

Your sister in the great family of Christ,

Adair McCubbin.

o

OBITUARY

Herbert Theodore Wittenburg, son of the late William
and Lillie Nieman Wittenburg, was born March 3, 1900,
in Manley, Iowa. He departed this life September 29,
1967, in Gravette, Arkansas, following a lengthy hos-
pitalization.

Mr. Wittenburg was married to Maxine Hays in May,
1944, the couple moved to the Maysville, Arkansas
community to begin general farming and dairying op-
eration that continued for {wenty-one vears when Mr.
Wittenburg retired and purchased a home on South
Fourth Avenue, in Gravette.

In addition to the wife, survivors include a
gon, Glen, his wife, Marjorie,

Norma Johnson, and Glenda Kay
burg, all of Emmet, Idaho; a foster-sister, Mrs.

Wittenburg Kaniels, Wisdom, Montana; a sister,
Marjory Martin, Tulsa, Oklaf ome brothers,
H. and Dalton L. Wittenbur Texas; numerd
nieces and nephews and & 1

Maxine,

and three daughters,
and Carla Jo Witten-
Nellie
Mrs.

Mr. Wittenburg was a life-long mem%?%‘ of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Chureh. WS life exemplified the ‘mw’
Christian virtues without a
commendation.

The funeral was held al the Payett Funeral iu;m@
October 2, 1967, at 2:30 p. m. with Elder James M. 5
in charge assisted by Tom Hg’;m Rmal was at |
Crest Cemetery, Gravette, Arkar

YOUR PRAVERS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED

We are shocked with the late news of

Sheldon’s sudden illness in Oklahc
and is in very serious condition.
the

gone surgery
for him the

Advocate,

pravers of aints and feaders of the

The Editors
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; 7T 187y 1 said, “Yes, Lord I have a ]
A LITTLE CHILD [ said, ‘z&? srd I izaw a job,
by My desire Thy will to please;
. . I can go and heed Thy call

Tomiee B anne ‘ .
Janice F. Hansen By traveling on my knees.
“';}s m came,

INDEX FOR THE YEAR 1967

o the realms of glory high, Jonuary Page  July
t to the golden gate;
re greatest host of heaven
Came this child of fate.

<o
74

m« x«w

e ‘\Iaw‘z s feet M lay,

child alone. }febmgxry

Down at t
This Litt

1o

“Why is he here,
“hy feel why ? ’1 > 1aid?’

“ wz‘;}zd him not,
made.”

! MY KNEES

s sttt
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