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"Son of The Repablic, Look and Learn”

“Again I heard the mysterious voice saying, ‘Son
of the Republic, look and learn’ At this the dark,
shadowy angel placed a trumpet to his lips and blew
three distinet blasts: and taking water from the ocean,
he sprinkled it on Europe, Asia and Africa. Then my
eyes beheld a fearful scene; from each of these coun-
tries arose thick black clouds that were socon joined into
one. And throughout this mass there gleamed a dark red
light by which I was seeing hordes of armed men who,
moving with the cloud, marched by land and sailed by
sea to America which country was enveloped in the vol-
ume of cloud. And I dimly saw these vast armies de-
vastate the whole country and burn villages, towns and
cities that I beheld springing up.

“As my ears listened fo the thundering of the cannon,
slashing of swords, and the shouts and cries of millions
in mortal combat, I again heard the mysterious voice
saying, ‘Son of the Republic, look and learn’ When the
voice had ceased, the dark angel placed his trumpet
once more to his mouth, and blew a long and fearful
blast.

“Instantly a light as of a thousand suns shown down
from above me, and pierced and broke into fragments
the dark cloud which enveloped America. At the same
moment the angel upon whose head still shown the word

‘Union’ and who bore our national flag in one hand and
a sword in the other, descended from the heavens at-
tended by legions of white spirits. These immediately
joined the inhabitants of America, whom I perceived
were well-nigh overcome but who, immediately taking
courage again, closed up their broken ranks and re-
newed the battle. Again, amid the fearful noise of the
conflict 1 heard the mysterious voice saying, ‘Son of the
Republic, lock and learn’ As the voice ceased, the
shadowy angel for the last time dipped water from the
ocean and sprinkled it upon America. Instantly the
dark cloud rolled back, together with the armies it had
brought, leaving the inhabitants of the land victorious.

“Then once more, I beheld the villages, towns and
cities springing up where I had seen them before, while
the bright angel, planting the azure standard he had
brought in the midst of them, cried with a loud voice:
“While the stars remain, and the heavens send down
dew upon the earth, so long shall the Union last. And
taking from his brow the crown on which blazoned the
word ‘Union’ he placed it upon the standard while the
people, kneeling down, said ‘Amen’

“:Zon of the Republic, . . . Let every child of the
Republic learn to live for his God, his land and Union.””

(Excerpts taken from George Washington’s Vision).
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EDITORIAL .

THE SPIRIT OF INTOLERANCE

“But wo, wo, unto you that are not pure in heart;
that are filthy this day before God; for except ye repent,
the land is cursed for vour sakes.” (Jacob 2:51)

“He commandeth that there shall be no priesterafts;
for, behold, priestcrafts are that men preach and set
themselves up for a light unto the world, that they
get gain, and praise of the world; but they seek not the
welfare of Zion.” (II Nephi 11:106)

We believe the time has come when a true reliza-
tion of the actual position and condition of our people
should be considered and studied. This should be done
not from the viewpoint of the self styled ecritic or
fault finder which permeates the modern trend of
thought not only of individuals but is apparent between
governments and the nations of the world, but from the
viewpiont of the lowly Shepherd of Nazareth, as He
looks over His “little flock” of today.

The church cannot, and will not develop and progress
in righteousness as long as we are defermined to live,
govern, and judge ourselves in the church of yesterdays.
In the multitude of mistakes, and yes in the sins of
omission as well as commission, we must determine here
and now to live the part of the “body of Christ,” the
church, TODAY!

As children, we were taught the impossibility of turn-
ing time back and reliving the yesterdays. As the fully
matured individuals of today, we have fond memories
of the yesterdays and the pleasant circumstances and
associations that surrounded our lives in those days.
We have fond memories of loved ones now gone and
their united and cherished hopes for the immediate fu-
ture, in which we now live.

Even so, with the church today, if we continue in our
self accusing denials of the power of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, preaching the history of the Restoration of Latter
Days in the light of its failures {(defeatism), we are
striking, as it were, at its very vital basie beliefs
and practices, The mistakes of yesterday and the
times gone past are not ours. True, we may and
should profit thereby in the experience of our fore-
bearers, but live in the successes of today. The victory
of the yesterdays (rightecusness attained) is not ours
except as the guiding star of example, as we view the
struggle of development and attainment of that bygone
day. This not alone is frue of the consideration of the
church that has passed on into history of the dead, but
of ourselves as individuals. Within our own life’s span,
we find we are continually reminded of our failures of
the vyesterdays. Sometimes this is by those who would
attempt to show us the lesson, but foo often fail to por-
tray the other side of the lesson, that of victory through
the HOPE of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and the attain-
ment of righteousness by our acts and the living together
within the “Body of Christ”, the church, today.
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This, of course, would and does, whether we recog-
nize it as individuals or not, gives rise 1o many com-
plicated and varied problems of social adjustment, in
the re-establishment of faith and confidence among
brethren. The spirit of the enemy, the Devil, conflicts
with the spirit that emanates from the Good Shepherd of
Nazareth which is INTOLERANCE and HATE vs. TOL-
ERANCE and LOVE.

Some years ago, a good brother had a dream that he
related at a General Conference, and as we recall it went
something like this. He saw a viscious monster expelled
from the flock, and it lay outside the confines of the
puilding, but he was told that it was not dead. And, as
we look upon the spirit of intolerance that permeates the
actions and declarations among us at times, we are con-
vinced that this could be the monsterous force that is
working day and night to destroy the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, and the members of Christ in particular. For
INTOLERANCE breeds strife and contention, and seeks
to divide and destroy the great BROTHERHOOD IN THE
GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST, and in some cases, it has
accomplished that very thing.

Our mind is especialy impressed with the vision
given to the late Brother Cole, particularly with refer-
ence to that part where he saw the stump of the great
tree of the Restoration, and his recognition of the peo-
ple he saw upon the face of it. They ran fo and fro
and some would come to the edge, where still existed
evidence of the blight that had destroyed the trunk of
the tree and some of the branches. They would raise
up, as if to strike it out, and yet were restrained. I am
caused to wonder at the lesson taught by the Savior,
Himself, “let he who is without sin cast the first stone.”
When He had risen from writing in the sand to look,
the accusers had all disappeared. The accusers would
not tolerate the woman caught in error. Therefore, they
brought serious accusations against her. The evidence
was clear: she was undoubtedly guilty. Buf, what of her
accusers? They had a clear mandante to cast the stone,
if they were not guilty of a similar sin.

INTOLERANCE? It has reigned since the beginning
of time, in some degree, with mankind. Is it com-
patible with the “Pure In Heart”? We think not. In
fact, it iz our considered opinion that INTOLERANCE is
the basis of much of the difficulty we find {rom within
today. It has grown to such proportions that it threatens
the well being of the entire structure of the BROTHER-
HOOD we have clung to go tenaciously these many years.

Therefore, it becomes of vital importance for us to
cease to live in the yvesterdays, and to strive to breakdown
human prejudices, strife, jealousies, malice, etc. that pos-
sibly may be found among us. These are attributes of
the SPIRIT OF INTOLERANCE. Faith and confidence
among brethren may again be re-estatblished, regard-
less of how difficult. This is what is referred to many
times as the middle of the road policy, and one finds
himself much alone in a course of this type. However,
be it well remembered, that the lowly Shepherd of Naza-
reth, Jesus Christ, walked alone much of the time, during
the momenteous decisions of His ministry. He stood
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alone in the middle of the road with the woman at the
well and her accusers. He neither accepted the accu-
sations, nor condemned the accused, but forgave her of
her sin.

There is a vast difference between the words “con-
tend” and “contention”, as used in the scriptures. The
teaching against contention does in no wise mean we
should become “ves men,” as some would have us be-
believe. We are expected to “contend” and strive earn-
estly for the faith. We are to do this for understanding,
vet not with the spirit of INTOLERANCE, but with the
spirit of Desire for Righteousness.

In conclusion, we pray our people will see fit to
allay the fear of the God above and the Good Shepherd
for His sheep, by arising and throwing off the bonds
that bind us, which are the precepts of men, and lift up
their heads in the joy of a righteous people. We pray
that they no longer rely on faith alone, but rather on
knowledge and the hope of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
which is still bright! The POWER thereof is not dim-
inished in this our day.

The words of the poet fits into our train of thought,
striking in their application to the human relations of
the dav,

K. J s

My boy, when malice starts to sneer
And envy would vour worth defame,
Look back upon that earlier year
When there was none to praise or blame.

Be not discouraged or dismayed

Because at you some shafts are thrown—
The critic never draws his blade

Against the toiler who is unknown.

The bitter tongues have naught to say
Against the man who never tries,
They keep their ridicule to slay
The form that has begun to rise.

When men vou never heard of start
Belittling what vou've tried to do,

Be not discouraged, but take heart!
At least you know they've heard of you.

Look back upon the silent years,
Then hear the scoffings with a smile:
None draws the malice and the sneers
Except the man who is worthwhile.

So when the voice of envy shrieks
And malice eries vour faults aloud,
Remember that the man who speaks
Has seen your head above the crowd.

s R

The wise man doesn’t expect to find life worth liv-
ing: he makes it that way.
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“THEY ALL SLUMBERED
AND SLEPT”
By
Elder Don E. Mcindoo
{Taken from the Hand of Fellowship)

A sense of urgency impells me to bring certain
thoughts to you, the membership of the Church of
Christ, which I feel have been impressed upon me.
Speaking through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord revealed
an important truth to all mankind with these words:

“Incline our ear, and come unto me: hear, and your
soul shall live; Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,
call ye upon him while he is near: For my thoughts are
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts
than your thoughts.”

The history of mankind, the Bible, and the Book of
Mormon reveal clearly how {requently man has pursued
paths which seemed right to him, but which in reality
led to destruction. How clearly we see the pattern re-
peated in the early days of the Restoration. And now,
as the minutes of this “eleventh hour” hurry by, 1 am
caused to look at my Church, at my Local, and at myself
and ponder one vital question. “Do we walk in His ways
or do we pursue our own?” If we are walking in the safe
ways of the Lord, then we shall see His power and
blessings manifest in us, and that to accormplish His
PUrposes.

The answer that is impressed upon my mind does not
appeal to me, it brings me no comfort, nor does it lend
itself to my nature and my ways, but I must carefully
and praverfully consider it. You are asked to do the
same.

1 believe with all my being and would proclaim to
anyone that this Church of Christ holds and teaches the
gospel more fully than any demomination of which 1
know. 1 also am convinced that this knowledge has
worked a disadvantage to some in several ways:

1. Some of us have grown to feel that knowing the
truth is enough, and it is not.

9 Some have thought that the primary mission of
the Church of Christ was to preserve the Gospel in its
purity, and it is far more than this.

3. Our knowledge of the gospel has brought to some
a sense of superiority, of well being and ease, rather than
a great humility and a burning desire to share with all
people what we possess.

4 Many in this little Church of Christ have taken
pride in the assertion of Jesus that *“. . . strait is the gate
and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it.”

Consciously and subconsciously we have used these
concepts, and numerous others, to rationalize for our
lack of growth and our inactivity, How easily they have
popped into my mind and fallen from my lips, and how
difficult it is to follow the injunction of Paul, “Examine
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vourselves . . " I am persuaded that an honest examin-
ation reveals the Church of Christ to be wandering in
dangerous straits, her people pursuing their own ways
rather than the Lord’s. The time has passed for us to
awaken from our slumber and to be about the Lord’s
work.

The Lord has given us certain measuring devices by
which we are to measure our spiritual health and prog-
ress.  Futher, He has given us accounts of the progress
made when peoples have adhered to His ways and walked
in His paths rather than their own. A small amount of
honest, critical thinking coupled with our powers of
observation is enough (I am persuaded that a measure
of discernment and direction is also involved) to convince
one that our Church and our people are in a dangerous
condition of poor spiritual health. The symptoms of
this ill health are numerous and pronounced. Let us
momentarily review some of them, with the under-
standing that they are true in degree only and do not
apply to every individual and Local

1. In the beginning of this Restoration work the Lord
indicated that _ the field is white already to har-
vest . . ., yet this Church has not begun to harvest and
save souls of this nation, let alone preach the Gospel
to the nations of the world. Our membership yearly
grows smaller and smaller: the 1966 report shows mem-
bership to have dwindled from 2,556 to 2,549. If the
truth were known we must admit that entire Locals
have disappeared without trace.

2. Even in locations where there are locals “in-
activity” is the byword. Poor attendance and support
by members is not conducive to growth or stimulating
interested persons. Our people do not seem to realize
that they are vital keys fo attracting or discouraging
others from learning about the Gospel. There are more
Church of Christ members playing and loafing on the
Sabbath than there are in church. What is the result of
such negligence? In the entire world only 28 souls were
baptized into this Church in an entire year! And the
majority of these were our own children.

3. This inactivity is emphasized when we examine
the interest in Church affairs shown by the ballots cast
by the Church members on Referendum measures. These
ballots are mailed to every member “active” enough to
give the Church his address. In 1963 there were three
Referendum measures. The highest number of votes
cast was 435. Think of it! There were only 435 people
in all the world interested enough in God’s work to mark
an X on a ballot and put it in the mail. And how have
we progressed since then? Last year the highest num-
berst of votes cast on a referendum measure was 305.
That is real progress!

4. Another measure of our spiritual well-being is
evidenced by the financial report we give the lLord’s
work., In the year 1964 people paid $20,088.56 to the
“hurch in tithing. By the year 1966 this amount had
dwindled to $18,001.51. Using our membership rolls as
a guide this is a per capita tithing of §7.02. And
that for an entire year! How dedicated we must be to
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God’s work and His ways! Using a more realistic figure
of the 300 persons active enough to vote, this is a per
capita vearly tithing of $60.00. This is the very reason
the Master had to spe m to His people and tell them,

. ye have robbed me.” This is not an indictment that
would be incurred by a spiritually healthy people.

5 We regularly pray for spiritual gifts and direc
tion. Not so long ago the elders of this church met in
fasting and prayer fo call upon the Lord for special
direction in these tryving times. I would be misleading
to say that we did not receive blessings {rom time fto
time, but it would be deceit to say that we receive the
blessings and direction we ought to receive and which
have been promised to those who follow in His ways.

This list of symptoms is very short and very general;
I refrain from becoming more specific. This is sufficient
to indicate clearly that we belong to a faltering Church,
a people who have not met decisively the challenges of
Christ’s mission. Do not misunderstand me; I am not
pessimistic about the future, nor is my approach about
the road ahead that of a defeatist! It has been impressed
upon me that I must awaken myself {and perhaps there
are others) from slumber and the illusion of ease, well-
being and satisfaction with our present status. This is a
time for hope, optimism and, above all, work.

It is an easy thing to criticize; it takes no talent nor
concern. But we are concerned and we want answers 1o
the dilemma in which we find ourselves. We are tired of
making excuses for our lack of growth, for our inac-
tivity, for the small attendance within our congregalions,
for the poverty of our missionary program, and above
all, for the contention within our midst.

When we think of the tasks and the mission given to
the Church of Christ and then consider our own lack
of success in accomplishing those tasks, we are forced
to arrive at one of two conclusions: either the basic
philosophy we have adhered to is incorrect, or we have
pursued the wrong paths, employed the wrong ways and
means of implementing that basic belief. Years of care-
ful study have reassured us that this Church of Christ is
built upon the foundation of truth. Our belief is sound!
Therefore, our responsibility is to examine carefully,
even while praving for Divine guidance and direction,
the methods we are using today, the paths we have pur-
sued, the action or lack of action that characlerizes our
Chureh, for these must be faully.

Where shall we go from here? Let ever citizen of the
Kingdom make this a matfer of concern, a matter of
praver, and a matter of examination. If deficiencies or
solutions are brought to our attention, let us make these
things known. Remember that God has fore-warned us
that our ways are not His ways; one of the ways of
human nature is to feel hurt and go on the defensive if
someone is critical of our ideas or behavoir. This we
nust overcome if the Church is ever to assume its right-
ful place in the scheme of things, for there are many
things amiss in our behavior and ideas. There follows
a list of areas where change and improvement are in-
dicated. Many of the necessary changes will reguire
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greater effort and change on my part, for they are con-
{rary to my ways and my nature. Yet I know this is the
purpose of the Gospel; to work a great reformation in
the world, beginning with me.

1. BEvery individual in the Church must become con-
verted to the wiﬁ Qf God. Just as Peter walked with
Jegus for three years and ministered with Him, and then
was told . . . and wh@n thou art converted, strengthen
hy brethren,” so must we become converted even
hough we were baptized long ago. We must come to
int where we desire God’s will and God’s ways

3

PO
nove than our own.

individual in the Church must learn to re-
gladness the admonition and direction and
For too long we have received that
and rejected that which was un-
pleasant to us. We cannot afford fo let our freedom of
cholce interfere with our salvation. 1 have heard mem-
bers of our church say, “Well, if Jesus said that He was
wrong.” There is no other organization so heller-skelter
that it would permit its members to believe anything
they chose. But God has given us our agency and many
of u;s are abusing it to the detriment of the Church.

3. K %nma‘z(iuai in our Church must heed the
great commandment-—", . . that ye love one another”
For too long has been il will and resentment
among us. Dislike, lack of unity and prejudice are com-
monplace. With reluctance do 1 admit that our elders
and apostles have writlen an indelible lesson in the
miinds of many that is contrary to the doctrine of love.
These things cannot be i we are to be {it vessels for
His Spirit.

2. BEvery
ceive with
word of the Lord,
which we want to hear

LVeryY
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4. The scriptures give evidence of the duties of the
apostles, and nowhere s it stated more clearly than
when the Lord told the newly restored church that the
apostles were called to . watceh over the church ”
In recent years the Twelve have neglected their respon-
sibilities in watching over iéae Church. They have not
at dynamic rship

shown th and vigorous leade necessary

ry

for a growing church. I am convinced that this has
been done in their attempt fo maintain a measure of

W zfz‘ the advantage of hindsight
»a great deal of confusion
ome disillusioned and
z‘;e‘epi:‘mi leadership; not,
because of too much
own ways and return to

peace in the church.
we can see there was,
and dissention, and man
led asiray because of a
as some would have us
leadership. Let us forget our
Giod's ways

5. For ihig Chureh to carry oul ils responsibilities
and w represent God to the children of men, it must have
a ;d Hw financial support of its mem-
member who desires
vho wm» 5 1o see lhﬂ Church grow must
s tithing as diligently as ize pays his

pro gzrem*

income fax. H
p}'mr% but how long 133 the Lord walt upon us
0 mimw ’ i;}» blessings upon a people

vs?  Every child must
It is

who are ;
be tagght to give his tuza,h io the church work.
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time parents stopped giving their ifeenage children a
dime for Sunday School and taught them to give of their
money to the Church. It is time that every housewife
whose husband is not a member of the Church showed
him by example that she gives of that portion of the
family’s money that comes to her a fithe to the Lord’s
work. It is tme we quit giving to the Church when we had
money left after our other expenses and set the Lord’s
portion of our income aside on payday. Our lax atti-
tudes about this subject are due to the fact that many
of our minstry have discounted and discarded this plan
of God for their ideas. It is time we returned to God’s
way.

6. For too long we have argued points of docirine
with believers in Christ and neglected the responsibilily
of carrying the Gospel to those who are unfamiliar with
its sound and blessings. Too much of cur evangelizing
effort is being made with those who are active members
of some denomination. The commission given to the
early church was to declare the Gospel to the “congre-
gations of the wicked” and we can’t equate the RLDS or
the Baptists with such congregations. Certainly we
should always be ready to discuss our faith with any
who is interested, but we are called to preach repent-
ance to the unrepentant and to those who are without
the Gospel and to those who have turned away from God.

7. The Church has no frue missionary program.
This Church which received the in;’um:ikm “Go ye
therefore, and teach all nations * has to be conien
to send a few men out over this great continent to v
with a few scattered members. This work is essential,
but it is not the missiolary work that is going feo build
up the Kingdom of God. We shall not have a true mis-
sionary effort until the people of the Church of Christ
are ready to support that program. Others all over the
world are doing it, hut we can’t seem to gather up the
resources or people to carry out the primary function
of the Church. We will begin to do the Lord’s work
when we can tell our missionaries, “Go, take vour family
to this locality where a few saints live, &ﬁd establish
your residence there until a local is buill up and priest-
hood are present to continue the work. Then move fo
another region and build up a people there.” You and
1 must be willing to stand the cost. Is the Lord's work
worth it?

8. When Locals are established they must be ready
and willing to meet their responsibilities. This means
more than having services several times a week. I he-
lieve that many of our Locals and the Local preisthood,
beginning with me, have too long neglected our duties.

4. The Local must now carry out missionary duties in
its locale. In the past we have tended to minister only 1o
ourselves. Many living right in the neighborhood have
not even been invited to attend. Months go by without
a4 visitor outside our own ranks entering the Church
doors. These things speak of negligence.

b. Let the Local assume the responsibility of sending
ministry to the isolated living in that area. Let all those
isolated members living in the region of a Local become
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members of that Local, visit them occasionally, feel
themselves a part of the Local and support it financially.
member of the Church has a commission
to witness for Christ and the Church, and we do not
meet this r >Sp<,mmﬂm We must begin to feel that day
in which we have not been an ambassador for Christ is a
wasted day; a week that does not see a new friend come
to worship with us is a wasted week. Our children can
work as well or probably do more in this area than we
do. 1 have been negligent in this responsibility, for it is
not in harmony with my nature or my ways. But I must
learn to adapt my ways to the Lord’'s way.

Every

d. Our ties that bind us together as a people need
{0 bhe further strengthened. The Local needs to be the
center of our life, social as well as spiritual. We need to
engage in activities that will bind us more firmly to-
gether. Our young people need to be provided with
more social activities. We must find betler ways of
meeting their interests and their needs. They must be
encouraged to provide leadership in these areas. In
many Locals, because of their small size, if a few peo-
ple are going to be absent for some event, the event is
cancelled or postponed. This should never be the case.
If only two or three are to be present, continue with all
seheduled activities. This binds those present ever
closer.

e. Regular attendance cannot be stressed too firmly.
Bvery member of a local does a disservice to the Church
and to its mission when absent unnecessarily. Many
people are embarrassed to invite their friends to church
when they fear the attendance will be small. This points
out two areas of concern. First, let us be a dependable
people, aware of and meeting our responsibilities. Sec-
anly, let us all attempt to overcome our feelings of shy-
ness and embarrassment when it comes to doing the
Lord's work,

311

can never convince another, whether it be a

1d, 2 husband or a child, that the Church is impor-
ant to them if it ig not the most important thing to us.
we can only point its import to us by our service and

to it. This is our task

9. Two important “wmx have tramspired in recent
al, the Church of Christ, and the

¢ Church. ’1{ first of these eventis is when
he me‘mfm rs of an Méw oeal, who iza(i to move from
, made t move a matter of prayer, Because

of ‘ihm ai?zmd Ii\ v were directed to settle in a place
where they could serve the Lord’s work. The Church,
this Local, and their families have received strength and
are rewarded for this attitude.

The second of these events took place when several
members who have been isolated for years made the de-
cision to move to a location where they could serve the
Lord by serving rlis {lhafd@ more fully. These events
bring me to the last of my suggestions.

a. BEvery church member who lives in isolation from
the Church should wmi’iw prayverfully consolidation
with others of like faith that a group might be started
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or consolidation with a Local., Place a matter of loca-
tion and occupation in the Lord’s hands and see if e
will not be ready to direct,

b. BEvery person who is a member of a functioning
Local should never consider leaving that fold without
making it matter of serious prayer that the Lord would
direct in any move that would so affect the work of the
Church and the lives of His family.

These few thoughts have been so impressed upon me
as being changes we need o affect for the well-being
of our people and the Lord’s work. Consider them pray-
erfullv. Praverfully examine your Church from your
viewpoint, and if thoughts are impressed upon you make
them known. Our Church is in need of help, from God
and from its members, if it is to carry out ifs mission
in these last days. Its mission is to carry the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to every nation, kindred, tongue and peo-
ple. 1t seems an impossible dream, but we know that
with the Lord’s help, if we wake to our responsibilities
immediately, it can and will be accomplished.

FIRST STEPS TOWARD ZION
By

Elder 7. 8. Maley
(Zion’s Advocate March 1944)

When we start to do a job there is no more important
think to know than how to do it. It is in the consideration
of the job ahead of us as followers of Christ that we
offer the following remarks.

In the Book of Mormon, Nephi, 3:185-187 it tells of
the bright possibilities for us in this day: that we would
have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost if we oheyed
the Gospel and sought to build Zion.

There is a wide-spread need, we all agree, for the
presence of this wonderful gift and power. 1 do not
feel it ill-advised to confess this need, nor in deoing so
do I minimize the wonderful blessings we enjoy along
the way. But 1 do feel that much of our strivings for
naught and the dissentions experienced might easily
have been averted under the illuminating directive force
of the Holy Ghost. Harking back to the text guoted we
readily see what the promise is, and to whom it is
made, We might say, “This means us. How could it
be any one else?”” But then, does it mean us? Do we
obey? Do we seek to build Zion?

Even now, 1 see that some will confess fallure all
right and glibly point to this or that project in which the
project in which the Church has failed; things not neces-
sarily in the true scope of the work; and hark us to the
purported revelations by which these things were
brought into our midst and their high and resounding
condemnations upon us in the event of failure. 1 feel
safe in asserting that the only condemnation that may be
justly put is for our forgetting the plan for activity as
shown in the Bible and Book of Mormon, thereby losing
the missionary quality of our living and our Church
work. We have forgotten to build Zion.

There is no more important work than the spreading
of the Gospel and the building of the body of Christ,

which body is Zion. It is a common reference, "My
people, Zion" and surely there must be a people before
that latter city, the New Jerusalem, can be built. The
only hope we have in establishing of this people is in
the missionary work of the Church.

Where ever there are true saints today who are try-
ing by life and example to spread the precious word of
true salvation, there the power of God is, and the pres-
ence of His Spirit; a testimony of the importance, in
God's mind, of teaching and demonstrating a Gospel of
real power and saving grace. I agree with Him that in
this day of lo, here, and lo, there, there is a prevailing
necessity of there being a demonstration of the real
goods. There are claims on every side, so it does us
ne good to claim. We must show evidence! Someone
has to show something besides the revivalism with which
the minds of men are being sated these days.

We must demostrate the power and Gospel that is
not bought by living, and the first requisite in this con-
nection is the true guality in the conversations found in
the people of the Church of Christ. It Is so that we must
be converted to strengthen or lead others. Shall 1 put
the question? Are you converted to the cause of Christ
todav? Is vour conversion real? Is your life and living
conducted for the purpose of furthering His work, the
work of Zion? How much of the things of the spirit are
found in vou? (See Galations V) Are the things of the
flesh erased” What is your honest opinion of yourself?
How much must you excuse yourself in order to look
good in your own eyes?

Then after a good look at yourself answer this one:
Do you pray? Enough? It is not important for me to
know the answer, but it is for you. Each of us is a mis-
sionary where we are and must be able to present an
acceptable example as well as carry the Spirit with us.

It might seem that I am thinking of some way of
living above and beyond our power to do. I am not. Is
it beyond your power to love others, be generous, kind,
and meek? You must be these in order to serve, and
theyv are not beyond your power to do.

Is it in vour power to pray and seek for greater
closeness to God?  You must do this along with living in
order to be saved and have His spirit to be with you to
malke your example of full effect.

The solution 1o our problem has always been in our
hands, but we have been prone to look other where and
have become prey to the fetish vendors, those capable
tools of the Devil who periodically curse our path.

As 1 see it, God’s promises are to those who do work
for Him. We must be active along certain lines in order
to inherit the promise and live spiritually. There is only
one right solution to our problem and that is to carry
God's work forward and not wait. Remember God’s
promise is to those who work new. See that each day
finds us as worthy examples, striving toward greater
service for Him through an alive, keen realization of
what His sacrifice on the cross means for us. Strive to
keep ourselves fresh and strong of faith that we may be
acceptable vessels for His spirit as a witness to those
who seek and are led.
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Ariginal Articles are the opinions of the cuthor and do not necessarily reflect the teachings of the church or the opinions of the editorial staif.
We solicit articles writter in on affirmative monner in which g belie! or on opinion is expressed,
and evidences presented to uphold that belief.

WHAT IS THE CHURCH OF
CHRIST

by
Elder M. Harvey Seibel

Nearly 2,000 years ago occurred a momentous event:
for the Son of God, the Creator of the heavens and the
earth, chose to walk the highways and byways of a
subject people as the carpenter’s son. When about the
age of thirty he began a three and one-half year ministry
and established the Church of Christ. Strangely He did
not establish His church in the ranks of a prevailing
denomination among this deeply religious people, among
the Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, or among the other,
smaller sects, but rather among the poor, and honest,
choosing for His chief ministers fishermen, a despised
tax collector, and others; for the churches of that day
were involved in the traditions of men rather than the
commandments of God.

Within a hundred years a Church of Christ was to
be found in every city of the Roman Empire; but, also,
within the same hundred years apostolic succession had
ceased, and by 570 A.D. the man of sin had ripened into
the apostacy under the Catholic Church: the beast of
revelation having seven heads (the seven-hilled city of
Rome) and ten horns {the ten kingdoms into which the
Holy Roman Empire was divided.)

Twelve hundred and fifty years after the darkness of
papacy had settled over the earth, the Father and the
Son appeared to Joseph Smith as he knelf in prayer in
the woods on his father’s farm. In the words of Joseph
Smith, “When the light rested upon me 1 saw two per-
sonages, whose brightness and glory defy all description,
standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto
me, calling me by name, and said, peinting to the other
—-this is my Beloved Son, head Him! "

“My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to
know which of all the sects was right, that T might know
which to join. No sooner, therefore, did I gel possession
of myself, so as to be able to speak, then I asked the
Personages who stood above me in the light, which of
all the sects was right—and which 1 should join.

“I was answered that I must join none of them, for
they were all wrong and the Personage who addressed
me said that all their creeds were an abomination in His
sight, that those professors were all corrupt, that ‘they
draw near to me with their lips, bul their hearts are
far from me, they teach for doctrines the commandments
of men, having a form of godliness, but they deny the
power thereof.””

Strangely enough many of the Reformation leaders
in essence agree with this statement. Roger Williams,
the so-called father of the Baptist Church in this con-
finent. resigned his pulpit saying that ne man on the
earth had the authority fo haptize and perform the

church ordinances, nor would they have until an angel
came and restored the authority to the church.

Ten years later, on April 6, 1830, or just 1260 years
after the origin of the apostacy according to revelation,
the Church of Christ was established.

What is this Church of Christ, and how do we rec-
ognize it7 In a day when we hear over the radio and
read in signs placed along the highways, Go to the
Church of your choice; in a day when the great protes-
tant organizations are talking unity and practicing it and
the pope stated that when such union was formed he
would give it his blessing; in a day when the image of the
beast is being built from the uniting of the protestant
groups; in that day we must ask, What and where is the
Church of Christ and how can I recognize it?

The Scriptures describe the Church of Christ in terms
that set it apart from all the sects of the world. Knowing
these distinguishing features, there can be no mistake.
Without this guide a seeker after truth is like a hunter
of mushrooms, for, without knowledge, he can well har-
vest poisonous ones and reap death. Likewise the seeker
after truth can well harvest a false church and reap
spiritual condemnation.

The following paragraphs will set forth some of the
major characteristics which, when taken together, iden-
tify the Church of Christ beyond possibility of mistake.

1. The name of the only true church is *The Church
of Christ”

“And they said unto him, Lord, we will that thou
wouldst tell us the name whereby we shall call this
church; for there are disputations among the people con-
cerning this matter. And the Lord said unto them,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Why is it that the people
should murmur and dispute because of this thing? Have
they not read the scriptures, which say, Ye must take
upon vou the name of Christ, which is my name? for by
this name shall ye be called at the last day; . .. and how
be it my church, save it be called in my name? Forif a
church be called in Moses’ name, then it be Moses
church; or if it be called in the name of a man, then it
be the church of a man.” (III Nephi 12:16-20).

2. The Church of Christ teaches the gospel of Christ.

“If it be called in my name, then it is my church,
if it s0 be that they are built upon my gospel.” (I1I Nephi
12:20)

3. The Church of Christ has a specific organization
established by Christ, Himself. Any other organization
identifies the church having it as a church of man for it
is not the organization established by Christ.

“And God hath set some in the church, first apostles,
secondarily prophets, thirdly feachers, after that mir
acles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diver-
sities of tongues.” (I Corinthians 12:28).
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Not only did Christ call twelve at that time, but dur-
ing the years, as one died, he would be replaced by an-
other, preserving the quorum of twelve, until a total of
nineteen had been called fo this office, as recorded in
the scriptures. It was only through sin that the apos-
tolic office was taken from the church. But the plan of
God for the church organization includes the office of
apostle.

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the min-
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till we all
come in unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-13)

4. The Spirit of God works in the Church of Christ.

“And these signs shall follow them that believe; In
my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with
new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” (Mark
16:17-18)

If a church does not have this particular characteris-
tic it is because the Spirit of God is not with them and
they cannot be the Church of Christ.

5. The Church of Christ is the battleground of Satan
and God.

“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places.” (Ephesians 6:12)

.. Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” (I Peter
5:8)

6. The Church of Christ is a place of trouble and
spiritual turmoil,

“Think not that I am come to send peace on earth:
I come not to send peace, but a sword. For I am coms
to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law
against her mother in law. And a man’s foes shall be
they of his own household.” (Matthew 10:34-36)

“. .. he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment,
and buy one.” (Luke 22:36)

7. The Church of Christ includes wicked men.

“For all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God.” (Romans 3:23)

“If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.” (I John 1:.10)

“They wear stiff necks and high heads; vea, and be-
cause of pride, and wickedness, and abominations, and
whoredoms, they have all gone astray, save it be a few,
who are the humble followers of Christ: nevertheless,
they are led, that in many instances, they do err, be-
cause thev are taught by the precepts of men.” (Il Nephi
12:16-17)

“Tor 1 know this, that after my departing shall griev-
ous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
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Also of your own selves shall men arise speaking per-
verse things, to draw away disciples after them.” (Acts
20:29, 30)

Consider the following statement from 1 Peter and
consider if there is not turmoil fo be found in the Church
as long as there are righteous people to fight for the
truth.

“But there were false prophets also among the people,
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who
privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves
swift destruction. And many shall follow their per-
nicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall
be evil spoken of. And through covetousness shall they
with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their
damnation slumber not.” (Il Peter 2:1-3).

Consider further this description of some to be found
in the Church of Christ: “But these, as natural brute
beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of
the things that they understand not; and shall utterly
perish in their own corruption; and shall receive the
reward of unrightecusness, as they that count it pleasure
to riot in day time. Spots they are and blemishes,
sporting themselves with their own deceivings while
they feast with you; having eyes full of adultery, and
they cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an
heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed
children.” (II Peter 2:12-14)

7. There were contentions in the Church of Christ of
old.

“But he turned, and said unto Peter, Get thee behind
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou sav-
ourest not the things that be of God, but those that be
of men.” (Matthew 16:23)

“And Barnabas determined to take with them John,
whose surname was Mark. But Paul thought not good to
take him with them, who departed {from them from Pam-
phylia, and went not with them to the work. And the
contention was so sharp between them, that they de-
parted asunder one from the other: and so Barnabas took
Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus: and Paul chose Silas, and
departed, being recommended by the brethren unto the
grace of God.” {(Acts 15:37-40)

“But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood
him to the face, because he was to be blamed.” (Gala-
tians 2:11)

“I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus
and Galus; lest any should that I had baptized in mine
own name.” (I Corinthians 1:14-15)

1t seems that quite a bit of disagreement and trouble
has echoed down the ages from 2,000 vears ago, dis-
putes over doctrine, and personalities. Consider further:

“And when Peter was come up fo Jerusalem, they
that were of the circumcision contended with him, say-
ing, Thou wentest in 1o men uncircumeised, and didest
eat with them.” (Acts 11:2-3)

“Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took
and circumcised him because of the Jews which were in




Page 106

those guarters: for they knew all thal his father was a
Greek.” (Acts 16:3)

“And certain men which came down from Judea
taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised
after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. When
therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissention and
disputation with them, they determined that Paul and
Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to
Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this gues-
tion.” (Acts 15:1-2)

Consider the following verses all you who believe
that the early church was in harmony in doctrine in
those early days after Christ had taught them.

“Iim that is weak in the faith receive ve, but not to
doubtful disputations. For one believeth that he may
eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let
not him that eateth; and let not him which eateth not
judge him that eateth: for God hath received him.”
{Romans 14:1-3)

“Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will
eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest 1 make my
brother to offend.” (I Corinthians 8:13)

8. The Church of Christ, which is the Kingdom of
Heaven upon earth, is made up of people in all stages
of growing in grace and truth as is taught by certain
parables.

a. “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened un-
to ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth
to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise
and five were foolish.” {Within the Church of Christ are
the foolish virging who have no oil in their lamps).
“Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord,
Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily 1
say unto you, I know you not.” atthew 25.1, 2).

b. “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling
into a far country, who called his own servants, and de-
livered unto them his goods. And unto one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every
man according to his several ability, and straighiway
took his journey.” (Matthew 25:14-15)

Thus we have both profitable and unprofitable ser-
vants in the Church of Christ. “And cast ye the unprof-
itable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 25:30) It seems
that right down to the coming of Christ there will be
ministers in the Church of Christ who bring forth no
fruits and will be cast out at the coming of Christ.

“The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which
sowed good seed in his {ield; but while men slept, his
enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went
his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth {ruit, then appeared the tares also. 50 the ser-
vants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir,
didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence
then hath it tares? Ile said unto them, An enemy hath
done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then
that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest
while ve gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat
with them. Let both grow together until the harvest:
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and in the time of harvest 1 will say to the reapers,
Gather ve together first the tares, and bind them in
bundles to burn them: but gather the wheal into my
barn.”” (Matthew 13:24-30)

Again it is worthy of note that the tares remained
with the wheat until the return of Christ. The Church
will have both the good and the bad among them until
the end and the command is expressly to let them grow
together lest by removing them we root out some of the
Saints also.

The parable of the olive tree brings out this same
thought very strongly; that the good and the bad are to
grow together until the last coming of Christ.

“And for the last time have I nourished my vineyard,
and pruned it, and dug about it, and dunged it; where-
fore I will lay up unto mine own self of the fruit for a
long time, according to that which I have spoken. And
when the time cometh that evil fruit shall again come
into my vineyard, then will [ cause the good and the
bad te be gathered: and the good will I preserve unto
myself: and the bad will T cast away into its own place.
And then cometh the season and the end; and my vine-
vard will T caused to be burned with fire.” (Jacob 3:149-
153).

Q. The children of Israel whom the Lord brought out
of Egypt typify the mixture of good and evil of the
chosen people of the Lord foday.

The Lord by many miracles had led the children of Is-
rael out of Egypt and the hosts of Pharaoh pursued them
1o the shores of the Red Sea. The children of Israel spoke
unto Moses, “Because there were no graves in Egypt,
hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness where-
fore hast thou thus dealt with us, to carry us forth out
of Egypt? Is not this the word that we did tell thee in
Egvpt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the
Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the
Fgyptians, then that we should die in the wilderness.”
(Exodus 14:11-12)

Two and one-half months after leaving Egvpt, and
after crossing the Red Sea on dry land and having
watehed the drowning of the hosts of Pharaoh they
arrived to the Wilderness of Sin and, “the whole con-
$ ition of the children of Israel murmured against

oses and Aaron in the wilderness: and the children of
Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the
hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by
the flesh pots, and when we did eat bread to the full;
for vet have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kiil
this whole assembly with hunger.” (Exodus 16, 2, 3)

After being given manna and travelling to Raphidim
it came to pass, “Wherefore the people did chide with
Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And
the people thirsted there for water; and the people mur-
mured against Moses, and sald, Wherefore is this that
thou has brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and our cattle with thirst?” (Exodus 17:2, 3).

“In the third month, when the children of Israel were
gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came
they into the wilderness of Sinai . .. And all the people
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answered together, and said, All that the Lord hath
spoken we will do.” (Exodus 19:1, 8)

While still at Sinai and with Moses being gone up into
the mount some portion of forty days it came about, *. ..
when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down
out of the mount, the people gathered themselves to-
gether unto Aarom, and sald unto him, Up, make us
gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses,
the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
we wol not what is become of him.” (Exodus 32:1)

The children of Israel reached the promised land
and discover that it is inhabited by giants. “And all the
congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the
people wept that night. And all the children of Israel
murmured against Moses and against Aarcn: and the
whole congregation sald unto them, Would God that we
had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had
died in this wilderness! And wherefore hath the Lord
brought us into this land, to fall by the sword, that our
wives and children should be a prey? were it not better
for us to return into Egypt? And they said one to an-
other, Let us make a captain, and let us return into
Egypt.” (Numbers 14:1-4)

This should be enough to show that man’s heart is
continually evil even among the chosen people of God.
Why do we expect to find any better in the Church of
Christ today than we found in the church of Christ that
came out of Egypt?

On April 6, 1830 the Lord established the restored
chureh upon this land. Revelations are given to the
people for the building up of Zion and the guidance of
the ministry and the people. The Auaronic and the Mel
chisedec priesthoods are restored. The command goes
out to call unto twelve to be apostles, which added to the
three already called would be nine more. But the
Prophet, Seer and Revelator decides to be President and
make the other two into counsellors. Two years later a
committee of three rather than the two specified by God
is appointed to call the Twelve. Strange blessings that
never were fulfilled at this time were given and the
prophecy appeared that Christ was to return in 1891,
After the Presidency was established, the revelations
had to be doctored to teach the doctrines of men. Poly-
gamy, the Danite band and other errors were introduced
by the chosen people of God, and masonry was brought
in. Like the Lord turned the children of Israel of old
away from the promised land to wander forty wvears,
so he removed the early Church of Christ from Zion and
sent them to a desert land and salt. There polygamy
flourished and blood atonement, the Adam-God theory,
haptism for the dead, until vesemblance to the former
church was lost. The wonderful hierarchy of the priest-
hood of the Utah brethren resembles but slightly the
simple one of the Bible and the Book of Mormon,

The Church of Christ was called back by revelation
to take the Temple Lot and hold it until such time as
the temple could be built and Zion established. Today
within this little church is found contention, division
and trouble. If there were not such it would not be the
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Olive tree with the bad olives, or the Kingdom of Heaven
with the sleeping virging without oil in their lamps, or
the unfruitful servant whose end is outer darkness, or
the tares which are to be burned at the coming of Christ.
if it did not have difference of doctrine it would not be
as the Church established by Christ which argued over
whether Saturday or Sunday was the sabbath, or if cir-
cumeision was necessary for salvation, or the manner of
baptism, or whether meat offered to idols could be eaten
or whether Paul and Barnabas, could travel together, or
if heads should be shaved to please the Pharisees who
had joined the church by the thousands, whether the law
of Moses was to be kept. All these tares were 1o remain
in the church until the harvest. Of course if we do not
like the turmoil and freedom of thought fo be found in
the Church of Christ, but would rather have the peace
found in watered down religions, we can join the Protes-
tants who even wish to forget doctrinal differences and
hecome one great fellowship organization, having a form
of godliness but denying the power thereof. Or we can
find peace in the Reorganized Church with its supreme
directional control. Or there is peace in the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints with its line of auth-
ority from the child, through the various levels of the
priesthood to the Presidency. There is great peace to
be found everywhere except in the kingdom of heaven
upon earth as described in the scriptures.

Any church that does not meet all these conditions,
including the sword which Christ himself placed in the
church, is not the Church of Christ. It must have the
name of Christ, the organization, the miracles, the priest-
hood with aulhority, and the sleeping virgins and the
tares.  All this found in the church. And besides this
it is the center of a 6000 year old battle being fought
for the souls of men. And as in other wars this one is
also filled with violence, both physical and verbal. And
that viclence will remain as long as there is a single
tollower of Christ still unsubdued.

It is necessary to look beneath the outward turmoil
to find the peace that passeth all understanding. Of
all the churches of the world there is only one that
fulfills all of these characteristics, and that is the Church
of Christ. It iz a chureh small in numbers, for “strail is
the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth to life and
few there be that find it,” but is the only church which
has the complete guidance of the Spirit of God. It is
almost the weakest of all churches, but it has the al-
mighty power of God behind it. When the works of men
fail, when the heavens are rolled away a5 a scroll and the
everlasting hills are no more, the Church of Christ will
vise from the ashes, glorious and eternal. T set before
vou life and death, good and evil; choose ye this day
wihom ve shall serve: the great and evil churches of the
world. the beasts of revelation, or the Church of Christ.

Mature 16 an outstretched finger pointing toward God.

“ . the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” {Romans
8:23)
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THE GIFT OF HEALING

1
Dy

T

R. J. Fletcher

Not long ago I went to the family doctor for a physi-
cal check up, the first in twenty years. Somewhat to
my surprise, he found my condition to be such that he
advised me 1o enter the hospital the following day. A
good friend of long standing came to see me. During
our conversation he told me that if he were to get sick,
he would rely entirely on faith through the administer-
ing of the elders. He did not believe in operations and
that if he could not get a blessing through the elders,
then the Lord would have to take him in death.

My feelings used to be somewhat similar years ago
while T was young and healthy, but after having made
three trips to the hospital prior to this one, I had dis-
covered that blessings to the sick are not always obtain-
ed merely through the administering of the elders. How
much nicer it would be if evervone could be healed in
this manner. Not only be healed but also receive an an-
swer to our pravers in the very way we visualize its
fulfillment, while we pray. This is a decision which only
God has a right to make, whether we will receive the
blessing, and if so, in what manner it will be given.

Perhaps we are too prone to think of blessings as
being only spiritual, when in fact everything that we
have or are, is made possible through the power and
love of our Heavenly Father. It is written, that God 18
displeased with no one save they who acknowledge not
His hand in all things. From this viewpoint let us con-
sider the gift of healing. There has been Instances
where the sick have been healed at once when admin-
istered to by the elders, others have received partial
blessings through the same means. We must remember
that to be healed, is to be made whole. There has been
very few times recorded in the history of man that the
power to heal has been given to the extent that the per-
son has been made whole, purely through the laying on
of hands or through praver. What course should we

take when this power to heal is not with us, is there no
other way to turn for relief from our s«zufi’erimé orisita
etors zmd of

sin to seek the help and the council of
medical science? I we are to ackn m@{i
in all things, should we not recognize zamd&
invention as the result of enlightenment from
Creator? From what other source could it come?
God gives man his knowledge, line upon line precept
upon precept, here a little and there a little, not only in
spiritual things but in other fields of Iearning, and man
doesn’t advance any faster than this knowledge is re-
vealed to him. The first automobile was a far cry from
the latest model simply because more has been learned
through trial and error and above all, because that
Higher Power has seen fit to release more understand-
ing to the human race. God has always had this knowl-
edge but only of late has man been able to obtain it
Unless we regard God as the supreme being in glory,
authority, majesty, power and d{}mméw over
verse, we are not capable fo judge from wher
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biessings come. Man of himself is nothing. All that he
knows or learns comes from a higher source than he
himself possesses. 1f is the law of gravity that a stream
cannot rise about its fountain, and the size of the stream
is determined by the cap&ciiy of its source and by the
amount released. In this case God is the fountain from
which all knowledge 1s given fo man, whether pertaining
to spiritual or material things, and in neither does he
advance unless he conforms to the laws governing the

same. We read and hear of greal men who have ob-
tained knowledge in certain fields of endeavor which is

outstanding among their peers. Benjamin Franklin was
given a little knowledge concerning the laws of elec-
iz;cds and afterwards Thomas A. Edison learped far
more through constant and steady appliance of the prin-
ciples first shown him. Today the works of those men
are considered rather primitive when we see the effects
of the same law as it is being applied in modern elec-
tronics. Do the men of today have a greater ability to
learn that they of former years? Are their minds better
for studving out these principles than they of one hun-
dred vears d; 7 Perhaps not, modern minds are more
advanced because the Keeper of the fountain has en-
larged the stream of knowledge and because of this we
are enjoving greater blessings in our daily lives. Why
should we be reluctant in accepting the God given gift
in one field and gladly receive it in another? Is it be-
cause we do not feel that all good and perfect gifts come
from above? If the knowledge is good in enabling men
to ad‘fzm{’i} in one direction in making life more enjoy-
able, then why should we think that increased ability
(}i a dmaim in e: wn” our pain and suffering, comes from
another source? Surely the Creator has the power to
enlighten men in repairing the broken body and those
who are engaged in medical science need never think
that their increased learning was not given them by
their Creator, rather than through their own discovery.
i is a power that has been revealed to man,
which, from all indications is of a universal nature. It
is a power that has never been truly identified or ex-
i ; ' szm by the imm >d men

ground,

wmp st dmms <>§ ’me sea,
nt 2 ever endi This great force m
oy 18 ¢ &du( ity, and without question contributes
to our every day living than any other factor
use medic ,31 science has advanced in great
bounds, and the cures that are made possible

;md
ener
mioT
Through its u
leaps and

through its help is nothing short of fantastic by the yard-
stick of vesterday. Who is behind all this? Some say it

but we would ask, who is nature
that is able to set up a code of laws and keep the uni-
verse in balance and maintain all the wonders of the
vens? It is a proven fact, that where there is a law
n there must of necessity We are
ptures that in the latier days, “knowledge
: in the earth.” We might ask, what will be
ture of this knowledge and {rom whence will it

71t is evident that God has already revealed many
things both spiritual and material, for He has established

is the laws of nature,

5
o Feva
a2 1aw

aw giver.
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His Church again upon the earth in the latter days and
through this spiritual revelation man has gained great
knowledge, and will continue to receive it until the sec-
ond coming of our Saviour. Man’s {aith has not advanced
as fast in spiritual things as il should have and because
of this he has not qualified himself for this spiritual
part which enables him to perform acts mentally, rather
than by physical effort. God in His mercy has revealed
unto man this ability to ease and lessen the pain and
suffering of the human race through a greater knowl-
edge in medical science. In this way God is able to
reach a greater number of people than He otherwise
could because of their inability to be healed by the power
of faith. Who can deny the power to heal human suff-
ering, whether by the administering of medicine or herbs
or by the laying on of hands, is a God given gift? The
promise is that the power to heal by faith will be again
among the people of God in the future, but until that
faith returns to heal the sick, restores sight to the blind,
move mouniains and the many other blessings spoken
of let us make use of the talents which God has given
1o men and women who have dedicated their lives to the
betterment of their fellowmen. We must live in the
time we were placed here on earth. This does not mean
we should not endeavor to improve our lives and sirive
to gain spiritual heights. It means to recognize what
God is already deing for us and be willing to acknowl-
edge His hand in all good things. After all we can not
use or give away something we do not ourselves possess.

LOCAL CHURCH NEWS

Grand Junetion, Colerado

Quite a few months have gone by since we have re-
ported to the Advocate. The school months, with their
many demands, seem prominent in our activities be-
cause of the many different schools involved. While we
do not have a large number of students, most families
have pupils in two or more schools.

We always hold our regular Church services: Sunday
School and Church service on Sunday morning, Y.P.CL.
and preaching service Sunday evening. Our mid-week
services are flexible, Our time is spent in a prayer ser-
vice or scripture study period with the prayer service
receiving the emphasis. If events seem to indicate the
need of a prayer service, we gladly give our study time.
We have made effort to give our third Wednesday eve-
ning of each month to a special fasting and prayer ser-
vice in agreement with our pastor, Bro. Marvin Ely,
that as individuals and as a Church body we need the
direction of the Lord. Our desire is to humble ourselves
before our God in the name of His Son, seeking wisdorm,
mighty increase of faith, charity, enlightment and under-
standing of the scriptures, and discernment of spirits.
We recognize that to be a “peculiar” people to the Lord,
we must learn to be obedient to all His commandments;
and that if we learn to love our Heavenly Father above
all and our fellow man as ourselves, it will encompass
a1l His commandments. To this end we have the help
of our ministry who always, in their individual ways,
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bring these things to our remembrance, also reminding
us that the time to bring our lives into harmony with
God’s will is now, not af some fulure time.

in November, we enjoyed having with us for a short
time Bro. Jordan and Bro. and Sr. Brantner. Both min-
isters brought admonition particularly adapted to our
time.

After the Phoenix reunion, which quite a number
of our local were able to aitend and enjoy, Bro. Don
Housknecht spent a few days with us and held extra
services which were profitable to us. Many of us will
long remember his sermon of December 7 when we
think of or sing No. 295 in our Saint’s Hymnal. The
entire sermon was based on this song and the good
Spirit was very evident. We were caused to realize the
depth of the meaning of the sentiments we voice when
we sing that song, and to question ourselves whether we
are really qualified to sing it in its entirety with all sin-
cerity. For instance, have we set our hearts on Him, or
do we often allow other things fo come first?

We enjoved a rather mild winter and the month of
March brought unseasonable growing weather which
caused fruite of all kinds to come into bloom. April
reversed the trend and brought unusually cold, dry,
windy and cloudy weather. As a result, fruit crops were
mostly destroved. Freezing weather continued into May,
damaging some potato and beet crops and delaying corn
planting, ete.

We were all grateful that Sr. Janice Ely’s wedding
day was sunny after a week of unusually blustery and
unpleasant weather. We were sorry the Bro. MelIndoo
family and Sr. Johnna Mae Jones could not be with us for
Chureh services on May 7, but we understood that they
were nol vet rested from their Thursday night drive
from Phoeniz. Bro. Don and the young people were due
in their classrooms on Monday.

We did enjoy visitors that Sunday, however; they
were Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Moore and Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Moore. Since her employment in Denver, Sr. Janice has
hecome an occasional visitor as has Sr. Patsy Ely who
has been attending the University at Fort Collins and
will graduate next month.

Sr. Deanna Hinkle, too, has become a rare visitor
since her employment with the air lines has taken her
to residence at other points. Sr. Rena Bell of Indepen-
dence is visiting in the Harvey Bell home. She plans to
go to Wyoming in June to spend some time with her
son and to Nebraska to visit another son hefore return-
ing home. We are very happy to have these visifors
with us.

During March our brother, Marvin Carroll, of Hay-
den. Colorado, was able to meet with us several times
as his work with the State Highway Department requir-
ed that he attend a school session here in Grand Junc-
tion. e hopes that he will soon be able to meet with us
more often and we need him, too.

May God bless you and keep you.

Your reporter and sister in gospel bonds,
Alvina C. Bell
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THE CHILDREN’S HOUR . . . .
CHILDREN WHO WORKED FOR
GOD

1. Samuel

Did it ever seem to vou that going to church, and
other things about church, is just grown up’s business?
Let me tell you a story about a little boy who didn’t
think that way.

This little boy'e name was Samuel. When he was
just a little bitty boy, hardly more than a baby, he was
taken to live with a man named Eli so that he could learn
how to serve the Lord. EIli was a priest and a judge
in Israel.

Eli was getting old and he was heavy and almost
blind. He was probably glad to have someone young to
run and get things for him and do other errands, like
opening the doors to the Lord’s house early in the morn-
ing. In those days the priests wore special clothes to
show that they were priests of the Lord. Samuel wore
a little white linen shirt like theirs.

In those days there had been no open visions for
some time. But one night when Samuel was still very
voung, maybe only five or six yeads old, after he had
1aid down 1o sleep he heard a voice call his name. He
thought it was El calling him so he ran into his room
to see what he wanted. But Eli only told him he hadn’t
called for him. Twice more someone called Samuel’s
name, and twice more he ran in to ask Eli what he
wanted. At last Eli understood that it was the Lord
calling Samuel. He told him that the next time he
heard Him call he should say, “Speak, Lord, for your ser-
vant hears.”

Now, just suppose this had happened to you. Would
you be scared? Do you suppose Samuel was? Do you
suppose he was surprised? I wonder if he knew more
about visions than we do? Ever since he had been big
enough he had been working in the Tord’s house. El
had probably taught him that God had told the people
how His house should be built. That God had told how
the priest’s clothing should be made. That He had told
how each of the ceremonies in His house should be done,
So Samuel knew that the Lord had talked to people at
one time. We know that too. Do you suppose Samuel
knew that the Lord would talk to a little boy? That He
would stand right in his room and call him by name?
We know that now because God talked to Samuel

Samuel went back to his room again and lald down
and the Lord came and stood near and called him as He
had before. This time Samuel didnt run to Eli. He
said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” And the Lord
told Samuel about some things that He would do later
on.

Many times after that the Lord appeared to Samuel,
and the people began to listen to what Samuel told them
because they knew he was going to be a prophet of the
Tord.

Still today, we can pay attention to what he said be-
cause it is written in the Bible. One thing he sald is
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“Serve him (the Lord) in trath, with all your heart”
(I Sam. 12:94) And ever since then we know that this
business of serving God is not just for grown ups, but for
boys and giris, too.

BOOK OF MORMON STORIES
by
Ora Derry
2. The Jaredites in Ameriea

The Jaredites took a long journey across the great
sea to the Promised Land. They were happy and thank-
ful to God for His loving protection and care in bring-
ing them to this goodly land. They knew that this was
a choice land above all the other lands upon the whole
earth. They were told many times that this would be
their home forever if they worshipped the God of the
land, who is Jesus Christ. But if they became a wicked
people and forgot God, they would be destroyed. So the
people were taught to walk humbly before God by
Jared and his brother. They were also taught by God,
Himself, many things to help keep them in the straight
and narrow way.

As the vears passed, they began to multiply and
spread ouf upon the land. They tilled the soil, planted
and harvested their crops. They became a strong and
prosperous people.  They had large families. Jared
had twelve children and his brother had a family of
twenty-two. Their friends also had large families. 50 in
a few vears they became a great and happy people.

When Jared and his brother began to be old they
called all the people together to number them and to
ask them if there was anything they could for them be-
fore they died. They found that the people desired one
of their sons of either Jared or his brother to be their
king. This wish of the people grieved the brothers for
they did not think a king was good for the people. The
brother of Jared said, ““This thing will lead the people
into captivity.” But they said they wanted a king. 5o
Jared fold the people to cheose one from among their
sons (his or his brother’s) whom they wished for their
king. One by one they chose the sons of both brothers
and they all refused to be king except one of the sons
of Jared, whose name was Orihah. They anointed him
as their first king.

Orihah served them many years in righteousness as
their king. He taught the people to be humble before
the Lord and for them to remember the great things
the Lord had done for them. He had many children and
in his old age Kib was born and he ruled in his father's
place.

Kib was a good king also and among his children
was a son called Corihor. When he became a young man
he rebelled against his father and went to dwell in the
land of Nehor, taking many of the people with him.
When he had enough people he came against his father
in battle and took over his father’s kingdom and also
took his father, King Kib, 2 captive. S0 not many years
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had passed as Jared's brother had said that a king would
lead the people into captivity.

Kib was held a captive until he was old, but while he
was still in captivity, Shule was born. This son became
strong and mighty. He was very angry with his brother
Corihor for what he had done to their father. So he
made swords out of steel that they moulton out of the
mountains and gave them to those who were willing to
help him. Then he went to battle against his brother
Corihor. He won the kingdom from Corihor and gave
it back to his father. Kig Kib ruled the people justly
and began to spread over the face of the land. Because
Shule had gained the kingdom back for his father and
brought him out of captivity, the King made him King
in his stead. As the vears went by Corihor repented
of his sins and Shule forgave him and gave him some
powers in the kingdom.

When Corihor’s sons grew up they wanted more
power. So one of his sons named Noah, rebelled against
his father and also against his uncle, King Shule. Noah
made war against King Shule and gained part of the
kingdom. He also took King Shule into captivity.

Now Noah was not satisfied in just taking King Shule
captive, but he meant fo kill him. As he was about fo
kill him, the sons of King Shule crept into Noah’s home
and took his life. They broke down the doors of the
prison and set their father free. King Shule was once
again placed upon the throne as ruler over the people.
He was a righteous king and taught the people to live
good lives. The Lord blessed them and they grew and
prospered and became great.

There were two kingdoms in the land now, the king-
dom of King Shule and the kingdom of Corihor, the son
of Noah, King Corihor caused that his people should go
to battle against King Shule, which battle he lost and he
also lost his life. His son Nimrod ruled in his father’s
place. King Nimrod was not a man of war so he gave
the kingdem back to King Shule and gained favor with
the King insomuch that he would do as he wished in the
kingdom.

The people had become a great and prosperous
nation. As always with the coming of great power and
wealth, the people forgot the Lord and all that He had
done for them. They became a wicked nation. 5o the
Lord sent prophets among them telling them that the
wickedness and idolatry of the people were bringing a
curse upon the land and if they did not repent they
would be destroyed.

The people mocked and reviled against the prophets,
but King Shule punished all those who harmed them.
He made a law that no one was to bother or molest the
prophets in their work of warning the people about their
wickedness. So the people began to listen and repent of
their iniquities and idolatries. The Lord forgave them
and they began again to prosper in the land

King Shule remembered the great things the Lord
had done for them in bringing his fathers to this prom-
ised land. He executed judgments in righteousness all
the days of his long reign over the land.
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WEDDING
Moore-Ely

¥e are happy to report a very pretty wedding at our
local Church of Christ at Grand Junction, Colorado.

The ceremony took place Saturday, May 6, at 3 p. m,,
when Janice Danielle, the daughter of Bro. and Sr. Mar-
vin Ely, became the bride of James 1. Moore, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh B. Moore of Aurora, Colorado.

Sr. Janice was a graduate of Grand Junction High
School and attended Mesa College before her employ-
ment with Hartford Insurance of Denver. The groom
was a 1964 graduate of Aurora Hinkley High School and
also attended Mesa College. He is employed by Chevron
0il Company.

Bro. Don Mclndoo of Pheonix, Arizona, performed the
double ring ceremony. Given in marriage by her father,
the bride was lovely in a floor length gown of white ser-
rano. It was fashioned on empire lines with a chapel
train, accented with venise lace. Her chapel veil was
held with a small pillbox hat. Her bouquet was yellow
TOSES.

Sr. Patsy Ely attended her cousin as maid of honor.
Miss Joyee Sweland was bridesmaid. They wore floor
length gowns of vellow serrano, also fashioned on em-
pire lines. They carried white carnations and their
chapel veils were vellow illusion.

Jane Bell was flower girl. Her {loor length dress was
light green serrano. Duane Ely, cousin of the bride,
lighted the candles.

Mr. Moore’s best man was Rick Carlson of Aurora
The bride’s brother, Arden Ely, and Mike Draper were
ushers.

The color scheme of white, yellow and green was
enhanced with lovely bouquets of vellow and white iris
and gladioli which decorated the altar.

Music was provided by Sr. Vieva Shaw. Sr. Enid Bell
sang “Yowll Never Walk Alone.” Bro. John and Sr. Enid
Bell sang “One Hand, one Heart.”

Our sincere wishes and prayers for a long and happy
life go with the newlyweds to their home in Denver.

Alvina C. Bell, Reporter

OBITUARY

Hazel Flowers Paschall of Puryear, Tennessee de-
parted this life June 3, 1967 at the age of 60 years,

She is survived by her husband, T. W. Paschall; her
daughter, Miss Jean Paschall; five sisters, Mrs. Jesse
Flowers, of Jackson, Mich., Mrs. Pal Menser of Paducah,
Ky., Mrs. Louise Brooks, Mrs. James Abernath and Mrs.
S. E. Lanier of Kevil, Ky.; three brothers, Richard
Flowers of Detroit, Mich, J. D. Flowers and Monroe
Flowers of Kevil, Ky.

Sister Paschall was born September 7, 1906 in Kevil,
Kentucky. She was baptized August 2, 1959 by her
husband, Elder T. W. Paschall

Brethren K. Leon Yates and Joseph Kidd conducted
the funeral service. The burial was at Foundry Hill
Cemetery.
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BAPTISMS

A baptismal service was held by the Riverview, Mich-
igan Local April 9, 1967. Ruth E. A. Concha and Richard
Lee Valade, both of Lincoln Park, Michigan, were bap-
tized and received the laying on of hands by Elder
Edward H. Podhola. Brother Valade and Sister Concha
have been received into the Riverview, Michigan Local.

On Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 14, 1967, Raymond
Trudgen of Belding, Michigan, was baptized by Elder
LaVerne Lussenden and received the laying on of hands
by Elder Henry Van Duine. The baptism tock place at
East Lake near Hopkins, Michigan, where a group of 44
gathered to witness. The confirmation at the church
was followed by a welcoming into the fold by the mem-
bership. Brother Trudgen’s wife, Sister Betty Trudgen,
was baptized last summer,

A special service was held June 11, 1967 at the St
Louis, Missouri lLocal where two young girls, Caren
Schwegler and Gale Camp, were baptized and the bless-
ing of a baby girl, Lynn Brooks was performed by Elder
James Maynard Case of Independence, Missouri. The
church building was nearly filled as a group of 26
young people from the Temple Lot Local in Indepen-
dence were visitors for the day. The services were re-
ported as being especially spiritual and encouraging.

Peter H. LaFrance of Ozark, Missouri was baptized
by Apostle E. Leon Yates, May 28, 1967. The confirma-
tion was given by Apostle Yates assisted by Elder Edward
J. McIndoo. These services were held at Collins, Mis-
souri where Brother LaFrance was received as a mem-
ber of that local.

Centennial Commemoration Notice

1867 - 1967

The Centennial Commemoration Committee and the
Missouri Reunion Committee met jointly during the re-
cent General Conference and decided that the Centen-
ial Commemoration would be held on the Temple Lot,
Independence, Missouri, July 27-28, followed on July
29-30, at the same location by the Missouri Reunion.

We plan, if possible, to have one or more covered
wagons with appropriate signs on them to make the trip
July 25th and 26th from the Missouri River erossing to
the Temple Lot over the old route the returning Saints
took one hundred vears ago.

This is planned not only to commemorate and honor
those early families of the Church of Christ who were
the first members of the Restoration to return to Mis-
souri after the expulsion in 1833, but fo acquaint those
along the route and in our City of our Centennial Com-
memoration.

It is hoped that as many as possible will come and
attend all these services, and help make this a conse-
crated and memorable occasion. You will find a warm
welcome for you and your friends here.

Most sincerely,
Angela Wheaton, Chairman
Centennial Committee

THE SOLEMN ASSEMBLY

AN URGENT APPEAL TO MEMBERS OF THE
BODY OF CHRIST

If there ever was a time or a need for a Solemn Assem-
bly it certanly is now. James says in one place, “Show me
your faith without works and I will show you faith
with works.” It seems the Church of Christ as a whole
has shown little fo the world in either faith or works.
We are living indeed in momentous times and cer-
tainly we should be watching and praying continually
lest we be taken unawares. Let us not any longer be
sleeping virgins but awaken, if we can, a little from our
stupor and realize the condition we are in as well as the
signs of the times. Time is shorter than we think and
we should be spiritually preparing ourselves, for if the
righteous scarcely be saved, how can we be anything
less than perfect?

The Ministers® Conference this year approved the
recommendation that we have a Solemn Assembly and
date was set fo have it begin immediately following the
Missouri Reunion beginning July 31, 1867. Note that all
are invited to attend from the youngest child to the
oldest member in accordance with the command given
by God in Joel 2:15-17. Let us not fake this lightly.
The purpose of this Assembly is to seek out the Lord
that we might know what we must do. Certainly if there
is a choice to be made whether to attend Reunions or
Conferences, etc., the Solemn Assembly of this year
should be the first and foremost on our list. Certainly
we cannot over emphasize the importance of this Assem-
bly, for we are entering into that time of frouble fore-
told many centuries past by prophets of God that this
condition would come upon the earth. So let us not fail
in this our time of great need. But let us all come, as
many as possible, in prayer and fasting to the Assembly
of the Lord.

Harvey E. Seibel

REUNION NOTICE

Here it is, another wyear, another reunion. The
Purvaer, Tennessee reunion will be held at the Local
Church of Christ, located at Foundry Hill, three miles
southwest of Purvyear, Tennessee, the 2nd and 3rd of
September. We hope all can come Friday the 1st for
services Friday night. Not having a reunion last year,
we are hungering and thirsting for that Hand of Fellow-
ship with saints scattered abroad. We will share with
you in cur humblest way the spiritual food with the love
of the gospel. If more information is needed write Elder
T. W. Paschall, Pastor or Bro. Tony Grooms, both at
Puryear, Route 2.

All are invited and most welcome.

T, W. Paschall
JRESTRRU— - ————

“_ .. to be carnally minded is death; but to be spirit-

ually minded is life and peace.” {(Romans 8:6)
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