sszed are they wi eek o bring forth my Zion ot that day, for i

11

shall have th er of the Holy Ghost.”— 1 Nephi 2:187.

Houw

By

Iris Bertolina

How do you take a broken heart, shaltered, wounded and worn,
How do you put it together again, after it’s been so torn?
How do vou stop your mind from thinking things you want to forget?
How do vou keep on going when you really don't care, and yet
You hope somewhere, somehow, someway, someone will understand.
You have no purpose, no goal in life, then someone takes your hand,

You look up through your tear-dimmed eyes,

and Jesus is standing there,

Somewhere, somehow, scimeway, He had heard your desperate prayer,
He comforts you and tells vou this: time and trust it will take
To mend that shatiered, wounded heart; time to heal the break.
He tells vou: 1 will be with vou, all along the way.
And you know in your soul He is what vou need,
to start over again today.

ion's Blovocate
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Editorial . . . .

irror of Self

The Conference of 1887 will, no doubt, be under way
or over by the time vou receive this issue of the Advo-
cate. In either case there is one thing we should do
before starting on our journey of another conference
vear. At the speed things are happening these days,
it behooves us to be prepared. The first thing in this
preparedness is to look in the mirror of self to see if
we are following knowledge, tradition or just drifting.

We feel it was a wise move having the Conference held
during the week on which the sixth day of April falls.
Many of our members work in industry and have diffi-
culty in getting time off for the full time of conference
in case it should run into the following week.

This scarcity of time has caused a rushing to get
things done the latter part of the week, and this has
not always been in order nor wise. King Benjamin,
when he had treasured up age and wisdom, made the
. Fund, the Storshouse .. following statement: “It is expedient that he should be

; diligent, that thereby he might win the prize: therefore,
all things must be done in order.” In another place he
made the following statement: “And see that all these
things are done in wisdom and order.”

Zmn 5 i—\hnnmip

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS Other times we burden members with responsibilities
Send all orders to: because they will not decline. Eventually they are so

over burdened that they must slight some of their work.
This injures them as well as the Lord’s work. When
we unite with the Kingdom of God, we covenant with
Him to do what we can to help in His work. Some de-
cline to fulfill the covenant because they do not wish
to take the responsibility.
We are looking to the time when the children of God
. will be so fired with Spiritual zeal that they will be
. anxious and eager to help in the Lord’s work

ot
Book of C
Temple Lot Deed

What the Re

and Practi

bbath Delusion .. Some times during the week, we express to ourselves

or others the thought, I went to church last Sunday.”

This may not carry much meaning to some, but to others

it would be like a treasure being opened up to them.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES There has not been enough stress placed on the fact that

INSTRUCTIONS IN OBDERING members of the Church should strive 1o gather in locali-

nat deted, b i f ties, and for this reason many have moved away from all

! 1l the who believe as they do. Unless we are not well grounded

in the faith, and are missionary minded, this could
prove a heartache in later years.

Note: * Donations cccepted fo

Do those who have the privilege to attend church
. . ‘ services on Sunday take advantage of this privilege?
cciation will t i ar AL . There is more to attending church than only being there.
- SUW’J‘"{m School £ : ‘ chool t In the first place, we must go there to worship God. In
) ’ ’ order to truly worship God, there must be a mellowing
of our spirit to the extent that we feel the love for Him
and our fellow man,

Primary, Vol

Primary, . N/C . ) ) .
. ! < Ministry con't f;/p Do we have a feeling of reverence when we enter the
Primary, , Jesus” Ministry con'l i N/C s e e < .. N

o ¢ teania Y pullding the services are to be held in?7 Do we setl an
Primary, . 4, Life of Jesus. .. N/C £ T : ! ) ]

S Boo “N/C exampie for good for the next generations? Do we take
- ~ - b N . ’ - . " P
1 - take part in the singing and try o follow the leader?
E . 1.50 Bkl
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Do we listen reverently when the prayers are being
offered? Do we remember the subject of the speaker
and some of the thoughts he presented? If we listened
and truly went to worship, we will discuss some of the
things we heard, with our family or our {riends. If we
did not agree with what was said, we should contact the
speaker later. It could be we misunderstood him.

1f we reverence the house of God some of these
thoughts should enter our minds: Is it right to leave

gum wrappers, or candy wrappers, or pieces of paper,
or napkins on the floor? We should place the song
books back in their proper place. We should try to
leave the room as clean and orderly as it was when we
came. There is no reason to litter the floor with any-
thing even though there is one who takes care of the
cleaning of the room. If we truly reverence God, we
will reverence our place of worship.

We are journeying down the road of time. We often
think of a song that used to be quite popular. The
words remembered are: “If 1 can help somebody as 1
travel along, then my living shall not be in vain”

If our living has been in vain, we will be as one who
walks on the sand. Our tracks may plain immedi-
ately after we have walked by, but some rain or a small
amount of wind can blot those tracks out forever. If
our life has been one of love, truth, honesty, justice and
compassion, we will be as one who walked down a walk
of freshly poured concrete. Our {oot prints will always
be there and we will be remembered.

We often think of driftwood as one example of life.
Driftwood is picked up by a flood and deposited some
place where it will do no good and could do harm. Later
another flood greater than the first comes and the drift
wood 1s again picked up to be either dropped at another
place or taken out into the sea where it may be lost for-
ever. If we are not diligent, our lives could be the same:
lost in the sea of confusion, or decayving along some
field away from the stream of life.

We want to notice the writings of two men, Nephi
zmd Abinadi: “But woe unto him that has the law given;
vea, that has all the commandments of God, like unto
us, and that transgresseth them, and that wasteth the
davs of his probation; for awful is his state!”

“Even this mortal shall put on immortality, and this
corruption shall put on incorruption, and shall be
brought to stand before the bar of God, to be judged of

him according to their works, whelher {hey bfo good or
whether they be evil”
AF.B
Purvear, Tennessee

February 20, 1967

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

U'm very happyv to say that we had the pleasure of
having Brother and Sister Wheaton with us for a week.

Bro. Wheaton had us look up some questions and the
one who answered the most would get a gift. Bro. Tony
Grooms and Sr. Zetra Grooms gol the gift

May God be with all of you and keep you is our
DYayer Rose Camper
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BAPTISM

Sister Carol Jean Johnson,
was baptized into the
March 5, 18967,

&y

Box 35,
Church of Christ

Moorhead, Iowa,
(Temple Lot) on

The baptism was performed by Brother Robert H.
Jensen, at Independence, Missouri. The laying on of
hands was also performed by Brother Jensen, with
Brother John 1. Randall assisting. Sister Johnson is
now a member in the Church of Christ along with her
husband, who was baptized in January, 1967. They have

hoth been very warmly welcomed by fhe Council Bluffs-
McClelland, lowa, Local. Our pravers are for Gods
watch-care and protection over them in all things, and
for His infinite and loving peace and comfort to abide
with them throughout their life fogether.

BLESSING

The infant son of Brother and Sister Paul Johnson,
Aaron Dean Johnson, of Moeorhead, Iowa, was blessed
by Brother Hobert H. Jensen at Council Bluffs, Iowa, on
Mareh 12, 1967, The blessing was given during one of
the Sunday morning worship services of the Council
Rluffs-McClelland, Towa, local. When Brother and
Sister Johnson are privileged to alfend services, it means
a 100-mile round trip for them. Their recent addition
to this local and their association have been very wel
ceme. We pray God’s choicest blessings upon this young
couple and their handsome little son.

OBITUARIES
ida B, Parish

Sister ida B3 (Jensen) Parish of Council Bluffs, lowa,

passed away early on the Sebbath of February 12, 1967,
alter a very briefl illness. Born on September 115 1878,

in Denmark, she was 88 vears of age; having been
brought to America at the age of 9 months with four
brothers and sisters by her parenis, Andrew and Caro-
line Jensen. The journey took an entire month. She
lived nearly all of her life in the Council Bluffs area,
and many friends and members of the family mourned
her passing.  Her life’s companion, Andrew Jackson
rish, preceded her in death in 1938, She leaves in
passing one brother, Carl Jensen and his two daughters
of Raviown, ¥ yuri; and one brother, Henry Jensen,
and his children Bobert H. Jensen and Helen M. Dewaele,
of the Council Bluffs-McCleliand, lowa, local of the
Church of Christ {Temple Lot).  Also, there are remain-
ing many other nieces and nephews and members of the
family. Her body was laid to rest at Honey Creek, lowa,
just north of Council Bluifs
Sister Parish's entire immediate family were believers
in the Restored (ms;wi of Christ. She trzu’zsfer‘red to the
Church of Christ with her husband in 1929, the first of
amily to do so. Throu ;g% 1any long vears of hard
work and sorrows, and difficult aft iz(t ns in late years,
he vere also many joys ;w‘f‘i she remained ever {aith-
ful to her covenant made in the waters of baplism in

gt




Page 52

ZION'S ADVOCATE

April, 1967

early life. In the lean years of the great depression her
hands were never idle, her prayers never ceased, and her
table was never emptly, though the fare was sometimes
seant; there was always some bread and more for any
hungry soul that came to her door during the drought
and plague and economic disaster of the 1930’s. Never
did she despalr, but remained steadfast in her faith in
God, trusting in His love and provisioning hand, which re-
mained over her to the last moments of her mortal life.
She was always valiant in her testimony of the truthful-
ness of the Restored Gospel and the promises of her
Heavenly Father, and of the blessings that He had so
graciously given her in every time of need.

Even when her sight gradually failed over a period of
vears until it vanished completely and when a leg was
broken a few years ago, she did not rebel or despair of
her lot in life. After the exercise of patience and faith,
the bone healed and her sight was restored through sur-
gery. If was as if a whole new world had opened up to
her to again be able to walk about and see the beauty of
the colors of the flowers she had always loved, and
the faces of family and friends, and most of all to be able
once again to read the Scriptures which were her com-
fort in times of sorrow and difficulty. She always had a
special love for children though she had none of her
own, they seemed instinctively to be attracted to her.

She will be keenly missed in her absence, but I can’t
help thinking what a glorious reunion it must have been
on that Sabbath morning when the angels of Heaven and
all of the loved ones of by-gone years welcomed her
spirit as it ascended into the Paradise of God. 1 offer
this record and statement as but a brief testimony from
the family and the love we knew for her.

Robert H. Jensen

Eva Eita Sweem

Eva Etta Sweem, daughter of Edward William and

Jeanetiie Brookshier, was born January 16, 1886, in Ray
County, Missouri, She departed this life on February
11, 1867, in the Chillicothe hospital. She was 81 vears
of age.

Her vounger life was spent in Ray County, where she
met and ded John Sweem on December 31, 1905
The couple moved to Hamilton in 1912, To this union

was born three daughters: Hazel, Goldie and Zelma.
Goldie preceded her mother in death in 1937,

Bro. and Sr. Sweem had just celebrated their 61st
wedding anniversary.

Sr. Sweem gave her heart to Christ and has been
a faithful member of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot)
until her death.

She lsaves to mourn her death, in addition to her
husband and children, a sister, Mrs. Vanie Kincaid, 5
grandchildren, 12 great-grandchildren, many nieces,
nephews and other relatives as well as many friends.

The service was conducted by Elder Nicholas F. Den-
ham and Flder Ray Bryant. She was laid to rest in the
Highland Cemetery at Hamilton, Missouri.

CARD OF THANKS
Words cannot express our sincere appreciation for
the lovely flowers, cards and prayers and every act of
kindness during the illness and death of our loved one.
/s/ John Sweem

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Halverson

Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Stone

Mr. Cleo Vernon and the

Grandchildren

LOCAL NEWS
Temple Lot Local

Here in Independence, if’s Spring in many ways.
Robins have been around for a week, the Pussy Willows
have furry buds, and the Crocus are in bloom. The tem-
peratures are high for this time of year.

Quite some time back, Sr. Bertice Aldridge left this
area for Sulphur Springs, Ark. We are pleased to hear
she is doing quite well there.

Bro. William Richardson has returned from Fort
Wayne, Ind., and attends regularly. It's good to have
him back.

The Mother’s Club has been using “‘gardening” as
one of its points of interest this month. I'm sure it’s a
very imformative subject.

We have been having some good prayer meetings
this month, and an especially good business meeting
which was pretty well attended

The family of Bro. and Sr. Bob Eddy were here again
from Clinton, Mo., last Sunday. Although the visit was
short we enjoyed seeing them again.

Sr. Mary Lois Bryant has been visiting some at the
home of her parents, Bro, and Sr. Vance Harris. It's
always nice to see her up and feeling betfer.

Bro. and Sr. Alpert Rudd have been on an extensive
trip in the south during the chilly winter weather. May-
be they escaped quite a few colds and discomforts, too.

Arrangements are being made in some of the homes
to accommodate conference guests. Others would be
willing if they had a little more room. We'll probably
be seeing many of vou soon, and may the Great Protector
watch over you all on your journey to come and return
safely.

Katie Moyer, Reporter

COLORADO REUNION

The Colorado Reunion will be held on the 16th, 17th
and 18th of June. The Church address is 3233 BY; Road,
Grand Junction, Colorado. We are looking forward to
reunion time and to the association with each of you
who can come. Reunions are a gosd time fo draw closer
to each other and especially closer to God. Let us
remember to make all of our reunions a matier of special
praver.

Those who plan on coming please contact,

Marvin E. Ely
Route 4, 2368 - 32 Road
Grand Junction, Colorado 81501
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Whom Sag ye
Chat 3 Am?

By Marion O. Sprague

1t is said there is nothing new under the sun. Sure-
1y this applies to life’s problems, although they do seem
to take different forms and assume various cloaks. Yet
to the youth, as he meets a problem for the first time, or
comes across a great truth which he had not heard, these
things are new, untried, and therefore challenging.

On the other hand the elder, having walked that
road long since, forgets that a youth may pass that way,
meet that challenge, and could use to some advantage
the experience that he, the elder, has all but forgotten.
It is the realization of this that reminds me how much
time has elapsed since certain theories were the current
“bones - of - contention,” so to speak, of that day, which
after much examination and discussion were accepted or
disposed of as seemed good to the majority, and more or
less dismissed as of no further importance.

But time tip-toes quietly by, and before we realize
it a whole new generation has risen up who may never
have heard these issues. So we are amazed and perhaps
a little dismayed when they tend fo “arise from the
dead” and again become very much alive and unresolved.

With this fact evident before me, I wish to examine,
for the sake of a generation younger than my own, the
matter of the god-head, and discuss my reasons for be-
ing convinced that the one god-head embodies a “par-
ent” and a “son” who are two separate and distinet in-
dividual beings.

As a young teen {when this matter and its opposing
theories were hot issues), having grown to that estate
in a home where the opposite idea had never been in-
troduced, I was challenged to defend my position on this
question. In examining my mind I found that I felt an
awe toward both the Father and the Son, but that awe
was much stronger and more terrible toward the Father
than toward the Son. It was easy for me to say the name
of Jesus, or Christ; but the word God was one I would
prefer to whisper if T said it at all.  As to why I felt this
way, 1 can only say that T was taught to reverence God,
to reverence His name, and to reverence His house, the
church building, and His power which was everywhere;
and I felt that He was more remote than Jesus. 1 felt
that Jesus loved me, but that His Father possibly did not
share that love for me. 1 find the justfication of this
attitude in John 14:23, “. . . If a man love me, he will
keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we
will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”
I believe the Holy Spirit gave me this understanding
of two distinet individualities from childhood on up,
because in all my subsequent studies, and they have
heen extensive, I have not found nearly so much reason
to change my opinion as I found to hold fast to it. And
the scriptures do say, “Prove all things, and hold fast to
that which is good.” 1t is true that there are some ap-

parent contradictions on this matter, but when we con-
sider “all things” it has been my conclusion that the
great mass of evidence is on the side of a composite
God,

In the first place, the Book of Mormon makes it
plain that of itself it is not intended to stand alone. It
is to be one with the Bible. The words of the two of
them, together, give us a composite scripture, a guide to
show us the truth. For one thing, certain things were
not included in Mormon’s abridgement of the Nephite
records (which is our Book of Mormon) because he says
we would have them in the recerd of the Jews which
came to us in the form of the Bible, They are: the record
of the Jews from Abraham to Lehi; The covenants of the
Lord to the house of Israel; Many prophecies of the holy
prophets (the prophets who were guoted in the Book
of Mormon were those whose words have been changed
by the great and abominable church); The story of crea-
tion. (See 1 Nephi 3:157-164, also 180-195, and Ether
1:3, 4.0 Two other things that the Book of Mormon says
the Bible would contain and upon which we were to
depend, are the testimony of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb, and the revelations of John. (I Nephi 3:238-251.)

Now, my method for determining and holding fast fo
the truth on any point has been this: 1. What do the
old prophets say about it? 2. What do the twelve
apostles say about it? 3. Is it referred fo in the record
of the creation? 4. Is it referred to in the record of
the Israelites (Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Numbers,
Judges, Kings and Chronicles, etc.)? 5. What does the
Book of Mormon say about it? When I have the answers
to all these things at hand then I am ready o weigh the
matter in my mind, and to pray about it and meditate
upon it. And then, No. 6, when I think I have come to
a proper conclusion, 1 ask the Lord {o show me if 1 am
wrong. And “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given.” (James 1:5)

When we are reading anything that is written,
whether it be the Bible, Book of Mormon, Dead Sea
Scrolls, Shakespeare, Tolstoy, H. G. Wells, or modern
atom-age jive talk, to understand what is being com-
municated, we must consider it in the light of the origin
and background that is claimed for if. Language is
flexible and therefore can be misunderstood or misin-
terpreted. Take the word “homely’—in England if
means comfortable and pleasant. In the U, 8. A it
means ugly and unpleasant, In my youth the word
“fast” could mean immoral, yet there is nothing about
the word literally to implicate morals at all. Today the
words “sharp”, “cool”, and *tough”, have meaning fo
the youths of today who use them that is in no way
related to the real meaning of these words, and 50 years
from now can be greatly misinterpreted. See what 1
mean? Therefore, when we want to comprehend what a
writer meant by a word, we should search out the mean-
ing of that word in the day that he wrote it. Take the
word “eternal”, which is interpreted from the Hebrew
word “olam”, which means literally “bidden,” or “cb-
scure”, and may refer to a time long past or hidden, or
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to the future to the oblivious end of time, or obscure.
That is not exactly the contemporary usage of the word,
but in the scriptures, that is what it meant. Therefore
Fternal God means hidden God, or obscure God.

Another point that vitally concerns this matter, and
which is obviously involved in the “efernal” is the ques-
tion of “time”. What is “time”? The Book of Mormon
says that time 1s measured only unto man. {Alma 19:38).
Time had a beginning. God first created the heaven
and the earth, then He created light and divided the
darkness from the light, and this became alternately
night and day, (Gen. 1:1-5) and time began. The lights
in the heavens were for signs, seasons, days and years,
(Gen. 1:14) and time was thus measured. That is, it
was measured unto man, but unto God it is as one day,
or unmeasured. And time will have an end. (Dan
12:4. 9: Moroni 7:40). It will end when the heavens and
earth will pass away, (Il Peter 3:7-12; Rev. 21:1; I Nephi
11:31) for it pertains only to earth which was made for
man to dwell upon.

Below is a diagram of my understanding of Mosiah
1:97, “For behold the time cometh . . . that with power,
the Lord Omnipotent who reigneth, who was, and is from
all eternity to all eternity, shall come down {rom heaven,
among the children of men, and shall dwell in a taber-
nacle of clay.”

E‘ ;’\ = E

T “From ail i :32 unto alt T

E eternity E £ 5 aternity. E
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When the word “God” appears in the scriptures, 1
want 1o know from what Hebrew word if was inter
preted, because certain places where it is used, I under-
stand from Hebrew scholars, the Hebrew word is
“elohim” which is both a singular and a plural word,
like our “deer” or “sheep”. Then the word “Jehovah”
or “Jah”, according to Smith’s Bible dictionary, was orig-
inally written YHVH, and was never pronounced, and
could not be, but meant “underived existence”, “HE 187,
or “1 AM BECAUSE 1 AM.” Tater, the spelling became
JHVH, and still later the Greek vowels were added to
this, making it pronouncable as we know it, but retaining
the unigue meaning, the Infinite Uncreated God, who
neither formed himself nor was formed by another.

To comprehend the use of these words, let us con-
sider the background of the Israelites, the environment
of the writers of the ancient Jewish records, We find
that when the children of Israel went into Egypt they
found themselves among an idolafrous people. In con-
trast to the Israelites, they had many gods which they
worshipped in deep superstition. They had a different
gud for every aspect of life, and they attributed to them
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sometimes human characieristics and sometimes super-
human characteristics. But most importantly they were
numerous. and each was supposed to have power only
over his realm of their life, such as plants, or animals, or
love. or war, or fertility, etc., etc. Then again, when the
Israelites were led into the land of Caanan far to the
north of Egypt, they found themselves among another
idolatrous people, who, like the Egyptians, worshipped
innumerable gods. They were told to have nothing to
do with these gods, of course, but they did not obey.
And the Lord was continually calling after them and
warning them not to worship these graven images 1n-
stead of himself.

At this juncture T want to stress the contrast between
the two forms of worship: the Egyptian and Canaanites
and their multiple gods, each of which was limited to
having power over one thing only, and the Israelites
whose worship was toward one God, an Unseen God, but
one who not only had power over all things, but had also
created all things! The heathens could not understand
this idea at all. In their minds, had they worshipped
only one of their gods, they thought that the other gods
would be greatly offended and would dreadfully punish
the offenders. The Hebrew concept was completely
revolutionary and therefore unacceptable to them. (s
it not too bad their ideas were not equally unacceptable
to the Israelites? But that is another story.)

I amm going o begin with the story of creation re-
corded in the Bible {which the Book of Mormon does not
repeat because it would be sufficiently told in the record
of the Jews, as T have already pointed out) to see if it
reveals anvthing concerning the individuality or person-
ality of God. The first verse of CGenesis says: “In the
beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” The
next 24 verses describe the procedure. In verse 26
God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our like-
ness.” The word “elchim”, as T have pointed out, is
like our words “deer” and “sheep”™. So the plural pro-
nouns here indicate a plurality. And there is no doubt
one being was speaking to another here. Or was he
speaking to these animals, fowls, fish, plants, waters,
tands and lights which he had already created? No,
he suggests making man after “our” image. And being
man. ourselves, we know that we are not like any other
of these things that had been created previously. My con-
clusion must be, then, that one heing was speaking to
another (at least one other) being who was like him, and
he proposed that they make a third being who should
also be like them.

In the first 2 chapters of Genesis. the word “God”
(elohim) appears at least 40 times, which may be, as 1
have mentioned, either singular or plural. Then in
chapter 3 sin comes into the picture, and in verse 22 the
Lord God said (o someone), “Rehold the man is become

as one of us, to know good and evil.” Personally. 1 cannot
escape the plurality here, not plural gods as the
Egyptians and Canaanites had (for their gods were not
“ome” in any sense) but a composite yet unified God.
Is not the two books—the Bible and the Book of Mormon

1

on
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Clilanens Focwr . . .
Families Who Moved

for God
10. Your Family

Onpce upon a time, a time that hasnt happened yet,
there is going to be one of the best moves of all. And
guess who's going to be moving this time! You? It
just might be. And it might be pretty soon. God has
some pretty big things planned that haven't been done
yet. It just could be, if we watch and do as He says,
that He will let us be part of these plans.

Suppose—oh, just suppose it is your family. How do
you suppose He would tell you? Would a prophet tell
you as Moses did his people? Would the Lord appear
in a vision as He did to Lehi? Or in a dream as Joseph
saw Him? Will a maun stand up in church, as Granville
tedrick did, and tell vou what God had told him? Or
will God just work it so that vour family gradually
decides on its own to move to the place He wants them
to be, like He did with the Pilgrims?

Pretty soon now there is going to be a whole bunch
of trouble come in the world. God has planned a place
where some people can be safe from this trouble. We
surely do want to be this people. Let’s see what we can
find out about this place we'll want to move to.

First, it is a real place and will be called Zion (which
means Sunny Mount). Real people live there now, but
it isn’t called Zion vet. God will redeem Zion, or buy
it back, and He will prepare a people to live there.

See, all of this earth belonged to God because He
made it. It still belongs to Him because everything
does, but He also divided it up among many different
peoples. Many times these people did not do as God want-
ed them to do and so the earth has become Lmpure, or
dirty, like it was poisoned. God will buy hack this piece
of land and He will clean it. It might be that His people
who live on this land now will have to move away
for a little bit while He cleans it and makes it His own
again. Or it might be they will only have to stay in their
houses for a certain time like Moses’ people did once.
All we know for sure is that He will buy it with judg-
ment and that it will start at the place that has been dedi-
cated for the building of His temple.

What can we do now to get ready? Right now, right
this day, is the time when God is preparing a people to
go and live in His Sunny Mountain. Remember how the
spirit of God “wrought upon” the Pilgrims so that for
hundreds of vyears afterward they were known as a
special people. Some place right now God is preparing
another people like that. These people need just as
much to want to do what God wants them to. They
need to say to God and to themselves that they will
do what He wants, even if it isn’'t what they thought
they'd like to do. And then they need to do what He
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tells them. We could be this people. Today and fo-
morrow and everyday we need to think about how big,
wise and wonderful God is. Sometime soon we might
have a chance to meet Him. And when we think of how
great He is we will see how liftle and pale and weak
we are and know that we have 2 long ways to go and a lot
to learn before we will feel like we can look right at
Him. If we do as He wants us to, we can be His people.

To be a child among His people there are two easy
questions to ask yourself. Not so easy to do, just easy
to check on. After vou have said your prayers and
crawled into bed, ask yourself, “Did I mind Mother and
Dad teday?” Because how can you learn to obey a
heavenly Father that you can’t see il you won't obey
vour mother and father that you can see? And the next
question is, “Did 1 tell a lie today?” Because God doesn’t
like lving. Now vou just stop and think. When you tell
a lie it’s because youw've done something you know you
shouldn’t. Isn’t it? So, you see, when you can answer
vourself, “I did mind Mother and Dad today, and T didn’t
even try to tell a lie,” why, you're coming right along.
But if it might just be that you can’t really say that you
oheyed your parents all day. Or if you tried to tell just
one little fih. Then right then and there in your bed,
all by vourself, you just tell God, “Father, 'm sorry.
T try to do better tomorrow. Would vou help me?
Please?” Then, in the morning, everything is brand
new and you can start all over.

And then, some bright, happy day, when God is
ready to, He will send you a message that now is the
time for your move. Maybe someone in church will
tell vou what God has told him to. Maybe someone will
come to visit you and tell you. Maybe he'll write you
a letter. Or call on the telephone. Or God may tell
someone right in your own family. There are a lot of
ways He can let you know.

Right after that is one of the first tests in your
moving. We have to be sure that it really is God who
sent the message for us to move. If you had a pet that
would follow anybody that called him, and he’d iust go
off and leave vou all alone, you wouldn’t like it much,
would you? 1 don’t think God would like it much either
if we followed just anvbody. He said His sheep know
His voice: so if we want to be His sheep, or His people,
we better be sure that we know when He calls. Right
then, right when someone tells us that God has said we
should move, would be a good time to think of Nephi.

Remember when Lehi told his family that God had
told them to move? None of them except Lehi really
knew that it was God who had told him. So his wife
worried. And his bigger boys argued and fussed. But
Nephi, the youngest of all, went and asked God. God
knew how much Nephi wanted to do what was right, so
He softened his heart so that he would believe what his
father had told them. Later on God spoke to Nephi and
taught him many things.

When we know that it is God who told us to move,
what then? Why, we do just exactly what he tells us,
that's what. If e tells us to get up in the middle of the
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night, we do that, just as Joseph and Mary and little
Jesus did. We don’t stand around and argue till morn-
ing like Lot did. Probably we'll have more time than
that. But whatever it is, we'll do just as He says.
Things may not be easy all the way, but we can remem-
ber that when God gives a commandment He provides a
way for us to do it. Remember Noah who left behind
everything he owned, and Jared who took everything
with him and even trapped extra things along the way.
Joth of them obeyed God and trusted Him. That is the
most important thing. Remember how happy Jared’s
brother was? How he sang all day and all night for
joy? That was probably the happiest move of all, so far.
Jared’s brother believed in God like Nephi did, or even
more. He believed God so much that God showed him
things He may not have shown to any other man. But
God said that later on others will have as much faith as
Jared’s brother did and He will show them all these
things, too. We wouldn't want to take a chance on
missing out on anything like that, would we? So we'll
try our best to do as God wants.

Family Worship
and Study

April 16, 1967

A Sure Word of Prophecy

“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; where-
unto ve do well that ve take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day
star arise in vour hearts: knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpre-
tation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were
moved by the Hely Ghost.” (II Peter 1:19-21)

“1 have declared the former things from the begin-
ning: and they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed
them: I did them suddenly, and they came to pass . . .
1 have even from the beginning declared it to thee;
before it came to pass I shewed it thee” (Isalah 48:3-5)

“Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall
happen: let them shew the former things, what they be,
that we may consider them, and know the latter end of
them: or declare us things for to come. Shew the things
that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ve
are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dis-
mayed, and behold it together.” (Isaiah 41:22-23)

“Wy covenant will T not break, nor alter the thing
that is gone out of my lips.” (Psalms 89:34)

“Remember the former things of old: for I am God,
and there is none else; T am God, and there is none like
me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not yetl done, saying,
My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.”
{Isaiah 46:9-10)

“WNow I tell vou before it come, that, when it is come
to pass, ve may believe that 1 am He” (John 13:19)
“Surely the Lord will do nothing, but he revealeth
his secret unto his servants the prophets.”” (Amos 3:7)
QUESTIONS:
1. Did prophetic ministry cease with the coming of
Christ. {(Luke 11:49,50)
2. Did prophetic ministry cease with the death of
Christ’s original twelve apostles? (Acts 2:17, 18)

3. In what areas is there need of prophetic ministry
today?
4. What is the admonition in I John 4:17

“The way of truth” would be evil spoken of be-
cause of false prophets according to II Peter 2:1, 2.
In Jeremizh 17:5, 6 we have reference to one
whose heart “departeth from the Lord” and who
inhabited a strange place. To whom might this
refer?

6. What ig a sure test for prophecy? (Isaiah 8:20)
LESSON PURPOSE: To rely upon the “sure word of
prophecy” and to increase our ability to detect the false
from the true in these latter days.

[
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Sacredness of Marriage

“But from the beginning of the creation God made
them male and female. For this cause shall a man leave
his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; and they
twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more
twain but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder.” (Mark 10:6-9)

“So ought man to love their wives as their own
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no
man ever yet hateth his own flesh; but nourisheth and
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church.” . . . (Ephe-
sians 5:28-30)

“Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own
husbands: that, if any obey not the word, they also may
without the word be won by the conversation of the
wives: while they behold your chaste conversation cou-
pled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that out-
ward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of
gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hid-
den man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which
ig in the sight of Cod of great price” (I Peter 3:1-6)

“Likewise, ve hushands, dwell with them according
to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace
of life; that your prayers be not hindered.” (I Peter 3:7)

“That they may teach the young women to be sober,
to love their husbands, to love their children, fo be dis-
creet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their
own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.”
(Titus 2:4, 5)

“And unto the married T command, vet not I, but
the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: but
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and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be
reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put
away his wife.” (I Corinthians 7:10, 11

“David and Solomon truly had many wives and con-
cubines, which thing was abominable before me, saith
the Lord . . . Wherefore, I, the Lord God, will not suffer
that this people shall do like unto them of old
hearken to the word of the Lord: For there shall not
any man among you have save it be one wife: and con-
cubines he shall have none: for 1 the Lord God, de-
lighteth in the chastity of women.” {(Jacob 2: 33, 35, 36)

“Wherefore it is lawful that he should have one wife,
and they twain shall be one flesh, and all this that the
earth might answer the end of ifs creation . . .7 (Book
of Commandments 52:17)

QUESTIONS:

1. What counsel is given in 1 Corinthians 7:12-14
from Apostle Paul fo those who are married to an
unbeliever. Compare with 1 Peter 3:1-6.

2. “Dwelling together in knowledge” might well be
the theme for much needed home ministry in
many areas of human relations. Notice the im-
plications “That vour prayers be not hindered.”
Discuss.

3. What is the meaning of “keepers at home” in
Titus 2:4, 57

4. The admonition of a mother to her son who was
a king is contained in Proverbs 31:10. Study this
and make as many applications as you can to
modern life.

5. Discuss the statement, “as the home goes” s0 goes
the nation.” What is the secret of a happy home?
{Proverbs 15:17)

LESSON PURPOSE:

To stimulate study into the sanctity of marriage and
to note the danger of the breakdown of homes.
April 30, 1987

Religion in the Home

“Children, obey your parents, in the Lord; for this is
right. Honor thy father and mother; which is the first
commandment with promise; that it may be well with
hee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. And, ye
fathers, proveke not vour children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord
{(Ephesians 6:1-4)

“Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp
shall be put out in obscure darkness.” “The eye that
mocketh at this father, and despiseth to obey his mother,
the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young
eagles shall eat it (Proverbs 20:20; 30:17)

“The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left
to himself bringeth his mother fo shame.” (Proverbs
29:15)

“Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be
jovous, but grievous nevertheless afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
exercised therehy,” (IHebrews 12:11)
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“And that from a child thou hast known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto sal-
vation. . . .7 (I Timothy 2:15)

“Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children.”
“Ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them
when thou siftest in thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou riseth
up.”  (Deuferonomy 6:7; 11:19)

“Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of
thine house: thy children like olive planis round about
thy table. Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed
that feareth the Lord.” (Psalms 128:3, 4)

“Behold, thelr husbands love their wives, and their
wives Tove their hushands, and their husbands and wives
love their children.” (Jacob 2:57)

“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the city.” (Revelation 22:14)
QUESTIONS:

1. By what is every child known? (Proverbs 20:11)

2. How long should children honor parents? (Prov.
23:22)

3. What is the instruction and promise in Proverbs
22:67

4. What warning is given in Jeremiah 10:257

5. What is written of Cornelius and his family?
{Acts 10:2)

6. Discuss in how many ways we may be “watching
thersunto with all perseverance” concerning the
well-being of our families and homes. (Ephesians
6:18)

7. How may Christ be invited to help solve problems
between husband and wife or parents and chil-
dren? (Matthew 18:20)

LESSON PURPOSE:

To study the need to establish discipline and respect

for authority while children are voung.

To realize the great need of including prayer and

obedience to God's commandments as a daily part of
family life.

Dear Headers of the Advocate:

This will conclude the family worshin and study see-
tion for the time being. Perhaps at a later date it may
be continued with a different method of presentation
and new themes. 1 hope that the past lessons have
served as a sort of springboard for study and that each
of us will continue to search the scriptures diligently.
There are themes, such as proofs of the Book of Mor
mon from an archeological and language structure stand-
point that someone else might like to write as a continu-
ation. T am sure the lessons could be improved by hav-
ing connected themes instead being hit and miss as they
have been. There have been times when the Spirit of
God was felt in abundance in the studving of the Secrip-
tures and T am thankful for the opportunity of writing.
It is my desire now to be free to write articles for the
Advocate, hoping in that way we can fellowship together
across the miles.
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Whom Say Ye...

—t0 be “one” scripture? Yet they are two.
separate and distinet and individual.
wife “one”? Yet they are also two. They are separate
and distinct and individual. Is not a team of any sort
“one”? Yet they are made up of individuals, separate
and distinct.  All are understood to be one in purpose,
one in authority, one in source of power, one in loyalty.
Our life is full of good examples of composite oneness,

I have before me the Emphatic Diagloft, and from
John 1:1, I find that “the word” is translated from “the
Logos”. The interline translation shows that where the
word “God” appears there are also some articles—"the”
and “&"—which are not in the Bible. If they were there,
the verse would read: “In the beginning was the Logos,
and the Logos, was with God, and the Logos was a God.”
And verses 2 and 3 would read: “The same was in the
beginning with the God. All through It, was done; and
without It was done not even one thing that has been
done.” Verse 14 savs, “And the Logos became Flesh,
and dwell among us and we beheld his Glory, a
Glory as of an Only-Begotten from a Father.” In the
light of what is revealed by verse 14, I must consider
that it might as well be written thus: “In the beginning
was Christ, and Christ was with the God, and Christ
was a God. The same Christ was in the beginning with
the God. All, through Christ, was done; and without
Christ was done not even one thing that has been done.”
And later, Christ became flesh.

This seems to me to be exactly the same statement
that appears repeatedly in the following scriptures:
“And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath
heen hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ.”
{Eph. 3:9). “The Lord possessed me in the beginning
of his way, before his works of old.” (Pro. 8:22.)

“God, who at sundry fimes and in divers manners
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the world; who being the brightness of his glory,
and the express image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he had by him-
self purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the
Majesty on high; being made so much better than the
angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more ex-
cellent name than they. For unto which of the angels
said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I
begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and
he ¢hall be to me a Sen? And again, when he bringeth
in the first begotten into the world, he saith, And let all
the angels of God worship him.” (Heb. 1:1-6)

“T will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto
me, Thou art my Son: this day have I begotten thee.”
(Psalms 2:7) “But to which of the angels said he at any
time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies
thy footstool?” (Hebh. 1:13) “But we see Jesus, who was
made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of

They are
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death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man. For
it became nhim, for whom all things, and by whom are all
hings, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the
captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.”
(Heb. 2:9-10)

“And he shall be called Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
the Father of heaven and earth, the Creator of all things,
from the beginning; and his mother shall be called
Mary.” (Mos. 1:102) “For we believe in Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, who created heaven and earth, and all
things, who shall come down among the children of
men.”  (Mos. 2:4) “Believe in God; believe that he is,
and that he created all things, both in heaven and in
earth; believe that he has all wisdom, and all power,
both in heaven and in earth;” (Mos. 2:13-14) “Therefore,
I would that ye should be steadfast and immovable,
always abounding in good works, that Christ, the Lord
God Omnipotent, may seal you his, that you may be
brought to heaven, that yve may have everlasting salvation
and eternal life, through the wisdom, and power, and
justice, and mercy of him, who created all things, in
heaven and in earth, who is God above all.” (Mos. 3:21)

Here are five statements from the New Testament
(and what is that but the testimony of the twelve apos-
ties recommended for our edification by the Book of
Mormon), some of which quotes the holy prophets of the
Old Testament. These all confirm the story of creation
in Genesis as being accurately recorded in the record of
the Jews as the Book of Mormon indicates it would be.
Then 1 have shown four similar statements from the
Book of Mormon.

3ut it has been said by some that the last one con-
tains a phrase which pullifies all the rest, wherein it is
mentioned that Christ is “Lord God Omnipofent”—
“Who is God above all.”

Now if we were to ignore the instructions of the
Book of Mormon itself to accept certain things which I
have listed earlier, which would be in the record of the
Jews, and accept only the Book of Mormon without the
joining of it to the Bible, we might be able to avoid the
point that Christ was not alone in the beginning. One
cannot be alone when he is with someone. We might
also be able to avoid the fact that Christ was formed,
begotten, by another being long before he took upon
himself flesh of this earth. We might even avoid the
fact that that other being who was all powerful, omni-
potent, and who had a right hand upon which Jesus
Christ should sit, gave—that is, imparted fo—Jesus
Christ that same all-powerfulness, omnipotence, and made
him in his own express image, But this would be putting
asunder that which God hath joined together! And this
would be adultery! For God has said that these two
books shall be one.

If we dare to divorce the Bible, we could perhaps
avoid the point that is evident concerning Christ where-
in at one time he was “made so much beiter than the
angels”, while at another time he was “made a little
lower than the angels,” while af all fimes he was the
Son.  Ile was made so much better than the angels




April, 1967

ZION’S ADVOCATE

Page 59

when he was begotten of his Father before the creation
of the universe. He was made a little lower than the
angels when he was born of Mary and became man, as
are we. Oh yes, he was the Son long before he became
flesh.

And we might miss the point that **. . . Christ Jesus;
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery
to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputa-
tion, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore God
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things
in earth, and things under the earth; And that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Tord, to the
glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:5-11)

And “. . . the Father . . . hath made us meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath
translated us inte the kingdom of his dear Son: In
whom we have redemption fhrough his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins: Who is the image of the invisible
God, the first-born of every creature: For by him were
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were
created by him, and for him: And he is before all things,
and by him all things consist. And he is the head of
the body, the church: who is the beginning, the first-
porn of the dead: that in all things he might have the
preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him should
all fulness dwell” (Col. 1:12-19) We could also miss the
point because the Infinite Unformed God had made his
only Son to be equal with him in every way, and by and
for the Son created all that was created; the Son, who
was with his Father in the beginning, 15 the very Eternal
Father of the heaven and the earth and everything that
has been. because He created them! Therefore he was
the Father of all things! He is God! And he is the Son
of God! And he was the Son of God in the beginning
of Time, because he was begotten or formed by his
Tother. His Maker. before Time began Vet it was not
until A.D. 1 that he took on flesh,

1 we are converted to the gospel of Christ we must
concede that the Bible and the Book of Mormon are not
to be separated, that these testimonies are true and
therefore scripture to guide us to truth. Therefore
when we read in Mosiah 11:131 to 134, “For it is I that
taketh upon me the sins of the world; for it is I that hath
created them: and if is 1 that granteth unto him that
believeth in the end, a place at my right hand. For be-
hold, in my name are they called; and if they know me,
they shall come forth, and shall have a place eternally
at my right hand. And it shall come to pass that when
the second trump shall sound, then shall they that never
knew me come forth, and shall stand before me; and
then shall they know that T am the Lord their God, that
T am their Redeemer; but they would not he redeemed.”

ccause he said unto them, that Christ was the
GGod, the Father of all things, and said that he should
take upon him the image of man, and it should be
the image after which man was created in the beginning;
Or in other words, he said that man was created after
the image of God, and that God should come down
among the children of men, and fake upon him flesh
and blood, and go forth upon the face of the earth;”
(Mos. 5:44-45), when we read these things we need to
consider these other scriptures bearing on the matler
which indicate why Jesus Christ was the Lord their God,
the Father of all things: because all things were created
by Him in the beginning of Time when He was yet with
the Being who had begotten Him.

And again: “And Ammon said unto him again, Be-
lievest thou that this Great Spirit, who is God, created
all things which are in heaven and in the earth? And
he said, Yea, 1 believe that he created all things which
are in the earth: but 1 do not know the heavens. And
Ammon said unto him, The heavens is a place where
God dwells, and all his holy angels. And King Lamoni
said, Is it above the earth? And Ammon said, Yea, and he
looketh down upon all the children of men; and he knows
all the thoughts and intents of the heart: for by his hand
were they all created from the beginning” (Alma
12:106-110) “And Aaron said unto him, Yea, he is that
Greal Spirit, and he created all things, both in heaven
and in earth: believest thou this? And he said, Yea, I
believe that the Great Spirit created all things, and 1
desire that ve should tell me concerning all these things,
and T will believe thy words. And it came to pass that
when Aaron saw that the king would believe his words,
he began from the creation of Adam, reading the scrip-
tures unto the king; how God had created man after his
own image, and that God gave him commandments, and
that because of transgression, man had fallen.” (Alma
13:42-44).

Remembering that the Logos, or Christ, was in the
beginning with the God; and without the Logos, Christ,
was done not anything that was done, these scriptures
all agree. They are one as they were intended to be.
And T really cannot find it any less reasonable to accept
a composite God than fo accept a composite scripture
of the compositeness of male and female being man.

At one time { was accused of believing in “two Gods”,
and 1 was asked to explain how such belief could be
justified , and what 1 thought Jesus was. 1 still believe,
as 1 did then, that he is the only begotten God, Son of
Jehovah whom no man has seen at any time, that he
was begotten or created prior fo the creation of the uni-
verse and the beginning of Time, and became both God
and man by taking a body of flesh in the meridian of
Time.

Having so little knowledge of the composition, as
we know it, of spiritual matter, we are limited in com-
prehending the process of God begetting a Son. How-
ever, I might say that, having all power that is conceiv-
able and much, much more, and having made all law,
it does not seem unreasonable to me that He should be
capable of reproduction, typified perhaps in its simplest
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but most miraculous form. I have watched, by way of
motion pictures, a process called cell-division and cell-
fusion. A single cell, obviously alive, and in motion,
divided into two cells, being identical; the parent cell
retaining all its own properities and characteristics al-
though the offspring had equally been endowed with the
same things. 1 is not incomprehensible to me to con-
sider that in some magnificently superior way, the great
Infinite Uncreated God caused that a portion of His di-
vine Being should separate from Him and become an-
other exactly like Himself, an extension of Himself, a
creation of Himself, a reproduction of Himself; for it is
His own law that provides that “like begets like.”

And it is equally comprehensible to me that event-
ually, after the purpose for which he was created has
been accomplished, that a “fusion” with his Father may
take place. Of this we are fold little if anything. But
of the “begetfting” we are told enough. Lef us examine
some of these evidences:

“So also Christ glorified not himself fo be made an
high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son,
today have I begotten thee.” {(Heb. 5:5).

Who was it who said unto Christ, “I have begotten
thee”? It could not have been Christ himself! “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begoiten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into
the world to condemn the world . . .7 (8t John 3:16-17).
“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared
him.” (St. John 1:18). “And for this intent, we keep the
law of Moses, it pointing our souls to him; and for this
cause, it is sanctified unto us, for righteousness, even as
it was accounted unto Abraham in the wilderness, fo be
obedient unto the commands of God, in offering up his
son Isaac, which is a similitude of God and his only
begotten Son. (Jacob 3:6). ‘“Wherefore, beloved breth-
ren, be reconciled unto him, through the atonement of
Christ, his only begotten Son.” (Verse 16).

“And 1 say unto vou, that I know that Jesus Christ
shall come; yea, the Son, the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace, and mercy, and truth.,” (Alma 3:83). “And
not many days hence, the Son of God shall come in his
glory: and his glory shall be the glory of the only be-
gotten of the Father, full of grace, equity and truth, full
of patience, mercy, and long suffering, quick 1o hear the
cries of his people, and to answer their prayers.” (Alma
7:40). “Or in fine: in the first place they were on the
same standing with their brethren; thus this holy calling:
being prepared from the foundation of the world for such
as would not harden their hearts, being in and through
the atonement of the only begotien Son, who was pre-
pared.” ‘“Thus they become high priests for ever, after
the order of the Son, the only begotten of the Father,
who is without beginning of days or end of vears, who
is full of grace, equity and truth. And there if is. Amen.”
{Alma 9:68-73).

To my mind it is evident that Alma understood that
the Son, the only begotien Son, was prepared or brought
into being by the Father. But when was it he was be-
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gotten, or prepared? Some say it was when he took up-
on flesh: that he became the Son of God only when he
took upon flesh of the earth. But how can this be so, since
he was prepared before the creation of the earth, or the
foundation of the world; he was begotten of the Father
long before the heavens and earth came into being.
Nephi, too, speaks of the Only Begotten: “But, behold,
they shall have wars, and rumors of wars; and when the
day cometh that the only begotten of the Father, yes,
even the Father of heaven and earth, shall manifest him-
self unto them in the flesh, behold, they will reject him,
hecause of their inquities, and the hardness of their

hearts, and the stiffness of their necks” (II Nephi
11:21). Nephi also seems to understand that the only

begotten of the Father was himself the Father of heaven
and earth.

To the Hebrews through Isaiah the Lord said: “Thus
saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker,”—
two beings, “Ask me of things concerning my sons, and
concerning the work of my hands command ye me. I
have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even
my hands, have siretched out the heavens, and all their
host have 1 commanded.” (Isalah 45:11-12). I have
found many places in the Book of Mormon where Isaiah
is quoted differently than it is in the Bible, and I am
convinced that the words of this holy prophet have, in
some instances, been changed in the Bible as Nephi was
shown by the angel, and where these changes were stum-
bling blocks, the angel promised that the Book of Mor-
mon would correct them, which in done in numbers of
instances. But nowhere have I found this passage quoted
differently in the Book of Mormon. Therefore I must
conclude that it did not need correcting because it was
correct already. Therefore 1 accept it as it is.

This passage indicates, as I have pointed out, two
beings: The Holy One of Israel (the Logos), who was with
his Maker in the beginning (when all things were created
by the Logos, or Only Begotten Son of the Father) who
existed then but had not then {at the time of the crea-
tion of the heavens, earth and man fook place) taken
upon himself flesh of man, but who was even then pre-
pared to do so. According fo this passage both the
Father and the Son were speaking: “Thus saith the Lord.

. and his Maker”. This agrees with the words of the
Lord recorded in John when he says many times that
he speaks for the Father, or he speaks the words the
Father has fold him.

Then in verse 18 of Isaiah 45 we find, “For thus saith
the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that
formed the earth and made it; he hath established it, he
created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: 1
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am the I« and there is none else.” Does this seem
like contradiction? Not when we consider the com-
positeness, the plurality of the word “elohim”. fim’% not
when we consider the point he was making here as well
as in verses 21 and 22, As I have already mt@d, these

April,

people were among idol worshippers, people who had
innumerable gods, whole roomsful of them. And the
Israelites were becoming receptive to this idol-worship,

s0 much so that the Lord had to thealen them con-
tinually about it. In verse 16 he explains that these
idol-worshippers will be ashamed and the makers of idols
confused. Verse 20 says “they have no knowledge that
set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a
god that cannot save.” He had previously pointed out
that he was the God who had saved them from famine,
pestilence, led them out of Egypt through the walers

of ta e sea, And these other gods could not have done it.

saiah 43:10 to 12: “Ye are my witnesses, saith the
Lm’d, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may
know and '}‘ﬂi@‘y@ me, and understand that I am he:

before me there was no God formed, neither shall there
be after me. 1, even I, am the Lord: and beside me

there is no savior. I have declared, and have saved,
and I have shewed, when there was no strange god
among vou: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the

Lord, that T am God”  And again, Isaiah 42:17: “They
shall be turned back, they m:ﬁ} be greatly ashamed, that
trust in graven images, that say fo the molten images,
Ye are our gods.” Obviously he is trying to turn them
back to the one God {(compositely the Creator and their
Savior, and His Maker) and away from the many heathen
sods by which they were being enticed.
Going back to the true meaning of Jeh

originally the wur é;zm!mm((z YHYVH or Ji \/H or the
Infinite Uncreated God who neither formed himself or
was formed by another; the Lord who is speaki 1;; in the
above was formed, and he points out that no other was
fm med either before him or af He was the Only
¢ Jehovah, the Infinite Unformed God, the

i
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made the earth nor the i dw nor the highest part of
the dust of the world. When he prepared the heav

was there: When he set a compass upon the face of the

earth: Then I was by him, as one m(ézagnt up ‘mm mm
and 1 was daily his de : vnice ’ s
to the Nephites in I Nep Tiehold, my g;,i,q{)wd
Son, in whom I am well rejoicing al s be-
fore him; rejoicing in the Viébiia*‘ﬁ& part of hm carth:

and my delights were with the sons of men” It is ob-
vious to me that God was pleased with his Only Begot-
ten Son long before the Son took on flesh. 1t is obvicus
He was begotten long before He fook on flesh. And to
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8:6: “But
the Father, of whom are
and one Lord Jesus Christ,
L é we by him.”
imd wmhu in Ether 1:77: “Behold
I am he who was prepared from the foundation of the
world to redeem my people. Behold, I am Jesus Christ,
I am the Father and the Son.” Because Alma says: “And
Amulek said unfo him, Yea, he is the very elernal
Father of heaven and earth, and all things which in them
is; He is the beginning and the end, the first and the
last;” (Alma 8:94) which is exactly what the old and Holy
Pmphcts also have told us. Also Revelations of John
testify to the same thing: “These things said the Amen,
the fa zt‘mui and true witness, the beginning of the crea-
tion of God.” (Revelation 2:14). Is not a creation some-
thing that is made by another?
To look into this malter from still another angle
I will repeal again the meaning of the word “eternal”:
hidden, or obscure; unseen. This brings up the ques-
tion of man being a rejected creature, the thing which
inctiv {‘m We I ’z‘i say, sensed in my early youth;
H‘VH W d‘ &u} remote from me. Actually
1 t 1 felt there was an Infinite Un-
’mr‘w God abmﬂ, w%mn I could know nothing ever, ex-
! could learn through Jesus Christ. I feel that
my soul aiﬂ avs h ad a longing for, and a reaching out fo-
ward that being. I think I had this feeling long before 1
was old enough to 1md or comprehend scripture. I believe
it was a pure instinct. Later, when I read that man fell
(Genesis 3) and that God repented that He had made
man (Genesis 6:5-7) and destroyed him with a flood be-
cause of his terrible wickedness—all but Noah, efc.—
then 1 knew that man did not please God. In Genesis
11:5-8, 1 read that again God (plural: “Let us go down
;md confound the iamu;w" was not pleased with this

me, therefore, there is no conflict in I Cor.
unto us there is but one
all things, and we in himy
by whom are all thi

And neither do [

God,

creature he had brought into being. God cut him off.
He was dead. .. and man became lost forever.” (Alma
18:87).

“And now we see by this that our first parents were
cut off, both Iy and spiritually, from the pres-
ence of the thus we see they became sub-

. they were cut off
we see that all man-
in the grasp of justice;

own will .
Lord . ..

were

jects to follow aft

from the

vea, th ich consigned them for ever
to be cut off fz@m his preser " {Alma 19:88-96). Moses
was afraid to look upon {md Ex. 3:6. “For the natural
man is an enemy to God, and has been, {rom the :fa?] of
A '3 v, and will be for ever and ever;” (Mosiah 1:119).

. there is no flesh that can dwell in the pr%onu of

God.” (11 Mephi ) "E;QL 1se¢ the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be. S0 then they that are in
the flesh cannot please God.” (Romans 8:7-8).

el {;sd at any time:; the only be-
he bosom of the Father, he hath
o 1:18) keep this com-
‘szw»‘a?mkm hie, until the appear-
W¥hich in his times he

“No man hath s
which

en Son,
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ghall shew who is the blessed and only Potentate, the
King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath im-

mortality, dwelling in the light which no man can ap-
proach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see:”

(I Timothy 6:14-18). “And he said, Thou canst not see
my face: for there shall po man see me, and live.”
(Exodus 34:20) No wonder Moses was afraid to look up-
on God! “And all things are delivered unto me of my
Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father;
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and
he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” (Mafthew
12:27). “All things are delivered to me of the Father:
and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father: and
who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son
will reveal him.” (Luke 10:22).

From all this I am led fo conclude that I cannot see
JHVH, the Maker of the Logos, the Father of the Only
Begotten Son. At least, not in the flesh. And neither
can I please Him, being flesh; for all flesh is cut off
from His presence. But not so the Logos. From the
Logos we are not cut off, if we believe in Him. “And now
there is no means to reclaim men from this fallen state
which man had brought upon himself; because of his own
disobedience; therefore, according to justice, the plan of
redemption could not be brought about, only, on condi-
tions of repentance of man in this probationary state;
vea, this preparatory state; for except it were for these
conditions, mercy could not take effect except it should
destroy the work of justice. Now the work of justice
could not be destroyed; if so God would cease to be
God. And now the plan of mercy could not be
brought about, except an atonement should be made;
therefore God himself atoneth for the sins of the world,
to bring about the plan of mercy, to appease the de-
mands of justice, that God might be a perfect, just God,
and a merciful God, also.” {(Alma 19:83-97).

_but it was appointed unto men that they must
die and after death, they must come to judgment; even
that same judgment of which we have spoken, which is
the end. And after God had 'appfnmcd that these things
should come unto man, behold, then he saw that it was
expedient that man should know concerning the things
whereof Lie had appointed unto them; therefore he sent
angels to converse with them, who caused men to be-
hold of his glory. And they began from that time forth to
call on his name: therefore God conversed with men,
and made known unto them the plan of redemption,
which had been pz(*pa;sd from the foundation of the
world; L God did eall on men, in the name of his Son,
{this being the plan (;,t redemption which was laid), say-
ing: If ye will repent, and harden not your hearts, then
will 1 have mercy upon you, through mine only begotten
Son.”  (Alma 9:46-54).

“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made
with hands, which are the figures of the frue; but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for
us: Nor vet that he should offer himself often, as the
high priest entereth into the holy place every year with
blood of others: for then must he often have suffered
since the foundation of the world; but now once in the
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end of the world hath he
the sacrifice of himself.” (Hebrews 9:24-26}.

“For it pleased the Father that in him should all
fulness dwell; and having made peace through the blood
of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself;
by him, I say, whether it be things in earth or things in
heaven. And you, that were sometimes alienated and
enemies in vour mind by wicked works, yet now hath
he reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to
present you hely and unblameable in his sight: If ye
continue in the faith grounded and settled and be not
removed away from the hope of the gospel, which ye
have heard, and which was preached to every creature
which is under heaven; whereof 1 Paul am made a
minister;” (Colossians 1:19-23).

“Wherefore he is able to also save them fo
uttermost that come to God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for them.” {(Hebrews 7:25).

“For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and man, the man Christ Jesus; who gave himsell
a ransom for all to be testified in due time.” (I Timothy
2:5-6).

“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, of a truth [
perceive that God is no respector of persons: But in
every nation that feareth him, and worketh righteous-
ness, is accepted with him. The word which God sent
unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ: (he is Lord of ally) That word, I say, yve know,
which was published throughout all Judea, and began
from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;
How God annointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and
healing all ihat were oppressed of the Devil; for God
was with him.” (Acts 10:34-38).

“Wherefore, brethren, be reconciled unto him,
through the atonement of Christ, his only begotten Son.”
(Jacob 3:16).

“Wherefore T also, . give thanks for you . . . that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory,
may give unio you the spirit of wisdom and revelation
in the knowledge of himm: The eves of his calling, .
And what 1s the exceeding ;:z’wmeﬂj of his power 1o us-
word who believe, according to the working of his
mighty power, which he wrought in Christ, when he
raised him from the dead, and set him at this own right
hand in the heavenly piw es, far above all principality,
and power, and might, and d(:mzimmm and every name
that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come: And hath put all things under his
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth
all in all.” {Ephesians 1:15-23).. (Notice the mention of
the chureh as his body. Is this not another example of
composite oneness?)

“Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we
shall be saved from wrath—(whose wrath?)—through
him. ¥or it when we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the death of bis Son, much more, being recon
ciled, we shall be by his life,” (Romans 5:9-10).

appeared to put away sin by

the

3

saved




April, 1967

“And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us
to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the
ministry of reconciliation; To-wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us
the word of reconciliation. MNow then we are ambassa-
dors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us:
we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.
For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him.” (I Corinthians 5:18-21).

I was once asked to give references showing that
Christ was sent, that he was on a commission for an-
other being——{his Father, of course). Here, besides the
many I have just quoted, are some very explicit ones:
“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, be-

casue that God sent his only begotien Son into the world,
that we might live through him. Herein is love, not
that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his
Son, to be the propifiation for our sins.” (I John 4:9-10).

“Jesus cried and said, IHe that believeth on me,
believeth not on me, but on him that sent me. And he
that seeth me seeth him that sent me. (He was made in
the express image of his Maker)—I am come a light into
the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not
abide in darkness. And if any man hear my words, and
believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the
world, but to save the world. He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the
Father which sent me, he gave me commandment, what
I should sayv and what I should speak. And I know that
his conunandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak
therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.”
(St. John 12:44-50).

“Ie that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and
the word which ve hear is not mine, but the Father
which sent me .. . Ye have heard how 1 said unto you, I
go away, and come again unto you. If ve loved me, ye
would rejoice, because I said, 1 go unto the Father: for
my Ld*;a o1 is greater than L . But that the world may
know that I love the Father; m;fi as the Father gave me
fwmam;(m nt, even 50 I do. . (St John 14:24-31).

“Verilv, verilv, I say unto you, He that receiveth
whomsoever 1 send receiveth me; and he that receiveth
me receiveth him that sent me.” 5t John 13:20).

©or he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of
God‘ for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into
hig hand.” (5% John 3:34-35).

“Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of
him that sent me, and to finish his work.” (St John
4:34).

. all men should honour the Son, even as they
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son hon-
oureth not the Father which hath sent him. Verily,
Verily, 1 say unto you, He that heareth my word, and
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
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shall not come into condemnation;
death unto life.” (St. John 5:23-24),

“He that receiveth vou receiveth me, and he that
receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.” (;i\fiatthew
16:40). :

“The Father having raised me up unto you first and
sent me to bless you, in turning away every one of you
from his iniguities; and this because ye are the children
of 'rhe covenant.” (Il Nephi 9:64).

‘Behold I have given unto you my gospel, and this is
the gospel which I have given unto you, THAT I CAME
INTO THE WORLD TO DO THE WILL OF MY FATHER,
BECAUSE MY FATHER SENT ME: And my Father sent
me that . . . after 1 had been lifted up upon the cross, I
might draw all men unto me; . . . to stand before me, to
be judged of their works, whether they be good or
whether they be evil.” (11l Nephi 12:25-27).

Notice this one above especially, because it points out
exactly what the gospel of Christ is. And, oh how care-
ful we should be to understand and not be misled as
was Adam and Eve to believe a lie. “For the Lord said
unto me . then will I manifest unto them the things
which the brothcr of Jared saw, even to the unfolding un-
to them all my revelations, saith Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, the Father of the heavens and of the earth, and all
things that in them are . . . at my command the heavens
are opened and are shut; and at my word, the earth
shall shake: and at my command the inhabitants thereof
shall pass away, even s0 as by fire; . .. I am the same that
leadeth men to do all good; he tnat will not believe my
words, will not believe me, that T am; and he that will
not believe me, will not believe the Father who sent me.”
(Ether 1:100-107).

“1 was once also asked who it was that the brother of
Jared saw. Above is the answer so clearly stated that
I could not add to it by any number of words. This is
the testimony of Moroni, to whom we are indebted for
the Book of Mormon itself. 1 cannot doubt his word or
his mission. To me there is no confusion about this
matier because 1 have the solid foundation, the rod of
iron, the wonderful composite oneness of both books
of scriptures to guide me. The brother of Jared saw
Christ thousands of vears before he had flesh, but he
was even then sent by his Father JHVH. Let no one
convinee vou that the Book of Mormon does not indicate
two beings.

Why was Stephen stoned?
testimony reveals that his erime was called blasphemy
by the council and the elders and scribes, because he
told them that Christ was the Son of God, the Just One
foretold by Moses whom they should obey. Then he
told them of seeing the glory of God (not his person,
understandy, and Jesus standing on the right hand of
God. This is his testimony: “Behold, 1 see the heavens
opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand
of God.” {(Acts 7:56). And though they stoned him to
death, he would nof change his festimmony. 1 believe it
Stephen saw two beings. They were God

Now I have shown yvou why I believe what I believe
concerning God.  First, JHVH, the Infinite unformed

but is passed from

An examination of his
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God, created all things by His only begotten S(m the
Logos, who later took on flesh and walked upon the earth
among men. He was sent by his Father to do this be-
cause all men were rejected because of sin and cut off
from God. JHVH committed all things into the hands of
His Only Begotten Son, all power, all wisdom, all might,
ete. The Son, the lLogos, was then egual with JHVH;
that is, during Time, or from all eternity to all eternity.
And the Logos was made in the express image of his
Maker. Therefore, when he came in the flesh, he was
able 1o say: “If ye have seen me, ve have seen the Fa-
ther,” and at the same fime say: "My Father is greater
than 177 He was sent into the world to do the will of
His Father, because His Father sent him.

And it is very important that we believe this, because
He says that this is the Gospel which He proclaims. Be-
cause He does the will of His Father, His Maker, He is
God; and as God, and being called God the same as His
Father, it is not mappz(qmam that Mary, the woman who
was the mother of His body of flesh, should be called
the mother of God in one place. To me there is no
confusion here, no contradiction. Let 1 Corinthians 15
clearly cover the matter:

“For since by man came dealh, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead. Tor as in Adam all die, even
so in Christ shall all be made alive. Bul every man in
his own order: Christ the {irsi-fruits; afterward they that
are Christ’s at his coming. Then cometh the end, when
he (the Logos who took on flesh) shall have delivered
up the kingdom fo God, even the Father (JHVH); when
he shall have put down all rule and all authority and
power. For he (the Logos), who was smt must reign, till
he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy
hat shall be destroved is death. (Whence came death,
anvhow? For he (JHVH} hath put all things under his
{the Logos) feet. But when he saith all things are put
under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did
put all things under him. (Only JHVH, himself, is not

under the Logos, the Son; for all things are under the
LO%U except JHVH, himsell: He only is excepted from
under the Logos). And when all things shall be

subdued unto him, (the Logos), then shall the Son (the
Logos) also himself be subject unto him (JHVH) that put

all things under him {the Logos), that God may be all in
all.”

This is a complete summary of the work that the
Son, the Begotten, was to do for his Father (the Infinite
Uncreated). This is a concise statement of his commis-
sion, and its conclusion. It was this work for which he
was prepared from the foundation of the world, or ever
the earth was formed, or man made f{; dwell upon it
This work will be finished when all things are subdued
unto him, at which time the heavens and earth shall
pass away, and Time shall be no more.

11 one were to ask me what are some of the differ-
ences between the Only § ,“fuitmz 50 ﬂ, and the Infinite
Uncreated God, his Maker, I wou shi say this:
ok upon JHVH and live.  Man car

n and ?me

o

1. No man can lo
é{‘oh upon the So
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2. JHVH knows when the end of the world will come,
The Son says that no man, not even he himself,
knows this except the Father. '

3. JHVH was not formed, either by himself or by
another being. The Son was formed by His Maker,
His Father, JHVH. And He was the only bem,g
begotten of JHVEH.

4, JHVH could not take upon himself flesh because

flesh is corrupt. The Son did take flesh and be-

came corrupl, that is dead, but without sin.

JHVH was in heaven in the year 17 AD. (The

Nephites prayved to him in that year and he an-

swered them.) At this time the Son was a boy in

his earthly parent’s care on earth. He could not
have heard their prayers.

8. JHVH was greater than the lLogos.
stated.

7. JHVH existed without cause or pattern. The Son
was formed in the express image of the Father,
JHYH.

8. JHVH never was, and never shall be, subject unto

any other being; He was above all and over all.
The Son was subject unto His Father before the
beginning of Time, and shall be subject unto His
Father after Time has come o its end.

We must pay close heed to the testimony of ihe
Apostle Peter, for Jesus said of him and to him, “Blessed
art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.”
The fact which was revealed unto Peter was this: “Whom
say ye that I am?” And Simon Peter said, “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” This point, Christ’s

zdeni,ily, his Sonship. is the rock upon which he said, “1
will build my church.”

Ji

&

The Son so

vemember what he said in the 12th
chapter of 11 MNephi, verses 25 to 27. His Father sent him,
and e sent him to do the will of the Father, to be His
emissary, His agent by which men might be reconciled
to the Father. This was the gospel. This is the rock
And this rock is the foundation upon which he said he
would build hig church, We should be very cautious lest
we lose sight of these facts, and be misled inlo some
other conviction, as some others have been. 1t is a form
of anti-Christ to disbelieve in the Sonship of Christ (the
Logos). We are warned repealedly about the danger
of following the anti-Christ, and how easily we may fall
into this darkness. These warnings are especially fo us
in the latter days.

May God bless vou as you read this. May He bless
vou as He did the Apostle Peter, whose testimony I am
5o thankful that we have, along with all the many others
down through the ages who were truly servants of (od,
and who walked with God when He dwelt in 2 tabernacie
of clay. And T pray that at last you, too, may see, as
Stephen did, the Son of Man, the Logos, sifting on the
vight hand of His Father, and that you may find a place
on the right hand of your Maker, the Logos, and be one
with Him as He is with His Maker, Jehovah. And may
I, 100, have a place there that we may all be one with
Him and He is one with Jehovah, Amen.
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