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Our Happiest Day

We can do anything for one day. So just for today let us be unafraid of
life, unafraid of death, which is the shadow of life; unafraid to be happy, 1o
enjoy the beautiful, to believe the best. Just for today let us live one day only,

forgetting yesterday and tomorrow, and not irying to solve the whole problem

of life at once.

Lincoln scid that a maon is just as happy as he makes up his mind to be.
We can adiust ourselves to what is—our family, our business, our opportuni-
ties. To iry to maoke the world over to sult us is a larger order.  [f we cannot

have what we like, we com like what we have,

So, just for today, let us be agreeable, responsive, chesrful, charitoble;
be cur best, dress our best, walk softly, praise people for what they do, not
criticize them for what they cannot do.  And if we lind {ault, let us forgive it—
cand forget.

Joseph F. Newton.
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EDITORIAL

Balance In Education

Today's modern civilization has created a need for
specialization in dll classifications of employment. A
person must prepare himself o meet the challenges of
the "unknown world" of self-preservation or face the
possibility of failure,

This preparation must be well balanced. A doctor
studying medicine and overlooking the fine arts would
be neaglecting the need for those things which add color
and appreciation to life. A music teacher overlocking
science and the tangible aspects of life in his study of
musical thecry would be neglecting the practical
spheres of human livelihood.

This practical balance of education must be tem
pered with o study of the unseen spiritual world. A
famous teacher said, "A good man oul of the good
ireasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good;
and an evil maon cut of the evil treczaure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the dbundance
of the heart his mouth speaketh.”” (Luke 6:45). A per-
son thinks about the things he sees, reads and studies,
therefore this study of God and His requirements is
necessary to satisly the search for happiness which is
prevalent in all mankind.,

There are two primary conditions which will govern
whether or not you will obtain the ultimate goal of an
ideal education: environment and personal ambition.

Environment is itangible; it is the aggregqie of «ll
external conditions and influences affecting human life
and behavior. Enviornment can be changed. Weather

coan be desiructive or conducive io prosperity which
will affect human livelihood. Parental discipline and

elf-discipline will determine human behavior. With
rything else being equal, environmenial canditions
W‘;H determine the consummaiion of our education.

However, something more important than environ-
ment is our personal ambition. The reason is obvious;
we can overcome environment which is not conducive
to our ambitions. This ambition is our goal in life.
What do we want to achieve for ourselves. What
do we want to achieve for others? Is it money, posi-
tion, popularity or to make the world o better place
in which to live?

Whatever our goal is, we must prepare ourselves
first. This preparation entails the acquiring of a liberal
education in the fields of science, art and religion.
The omission of one of these will leave our educational
picture incomplete.

] A H.

Our Heritage

Because September heralds the starting of the new
school vyear, it brings to my mind the mony youth of
cur church and our nation who are preparing them-
elves io become responsible adults. They are our
nation’s greatest heritage.  With so much energy, vi-
tality, curiosity and enthusiasm [ love to be around
them. Because they are our greatest heritage, and do
heve so much curiosity, energy and enthusiasm, and
are preparing themselves to be responsible adults, our
young people have special problems.

9]

Perhaps you oo have heard the old saying about
increasing cur membership, “If vou can't covert them,
raise them.” This used o amuse me and [ thought it
possible, but now [ have been made to realize the
necessity of converting the ones we are raisingl-—=5o
many lovely voung people, but how many of them
stay in the church?

77

A1l my life I've heard another old saying-—usually
as a group of young people were about to 1“GV for an
evening of social aciivity, cand that was, "Have fun
and be good.”  Some used to wonder if it was possible
io do both. I was blessed by having very wise parents
who were able to show us how it was possible to have
fun and be good. [ am fortunate this yewr 1o be the
mother of four active ieen-agers (with the potential of
three more), and 1 would like io be able o help my
children and their friends also, discover how this con
be possible.

In John 10:10, Christ said, . lam come that they
might have iﬁe, and that they might have it more
abundantly,”  Christ meant for us to be a happy peo-
ple and to enjovy the many wonderful, exciling and
becutiful things and places which He created for man-
kind, He d‘xd not intend for religion to be unpleasant,
sad or borin To ’xive a good lifle can be more excit-
ing and cnali nging than following the crowd into the
broad and easy way.

Man is a

sociable” being and needs to have the

s
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association of his own kind. OQOur vouth need to meet

each other in Iriendly asscciczﬁon and o learn to know
each other betiter and 1o spend some of this abundant
energy in supervised, wholesome activities, as well us
to meet in their study classes and worship services 1o
learn more fully the Gospel of Christ and become truly
converted to the iruthfulness of His Gospel.

Se I'd like to urge our leaders in the Church of Christ
o belp our youth discover that they can have fun and
be good ioo, to help them spend some of their energy
in wholesome activities with one ancther, to see and
accept the challenge of living a good life and ot the
same fime help them in their classes and various ser-
vices to become truly converied to Christ's Gospel-—
then perhaps as they become adults they will still be
active members of the Church and rear their children in
the Gospel also. This should be our goal, and lat us
pray the Lord will help us in this endeavor, for without
His help, we are nothing,

V. ]

MISSOURI REUNION REPORT

Our church reunion in Missouri was held in the
Preston arec on the Rhondal Shaw farm. I lasteq for
three days, beginning Friday, July 30.

The meeting tent was pleasantly situated in front of
the vacant farm home, which was used in the prepara-

tion and serving of meals, as well as housing for «
aw.

Enough irees were *‘h@re to provide some shade for
meetings and {or other tents used for sleeping guarters.

Weather conditi@ng were most fcxvomble, especially
in consideration of the usually prevalent heat and
humidity this time of year. The nights were quite cool,
i not actually cold, and the days only moderately
woTm.

With such «
evideni in
wWay was
with usg ,\)‘/

seting and the air of expectancy so
the countenances of those who came, fhe
favorably prepared that God might meet
the sweet influence of the Holy Spirit.
Each day of *hc reunion was started with a prayer
1ch i those present in such a frame of
services that followed.
w1 opportunity for the pecple ‘zo bear
{ God’'s goodness and to lift their

hearts cnd voices in prayer, praising His name. Th@ze
was a good plm present in the sacrament service on

Sunday, and
spirit.

Elder Oren Caviness was the first specker. He
spoke of the Gospel and how it was )
lives h{ men. Cur lives were comparad to stones that
were ated under fluorescent light. The fluores-
cent light being the Gospel, and the stone
lives.

Apostle D. W. Houskn

afternocon servic

there were many there to enjoy that

the light in the

i
1 \.«{lei);

Saturday

echt spoke for
vou ready

The theme was,

to meet God?" He spoke of how important it iz io
prepare Qureiv% o meet God, and he stressed fasting
and prayin

Sqiurday evening Apostle C. L. Wheaton covered

ome personal experiences and touched on several
fundamenial principles of the Gospel.

)

Apostle T. . Jordan was the specker at the Sunday
afterncon preqchinq service. He admonished us of the
nec@sbny of obedience to the commandmenis that God

has given us. He also spoke of latter day revelations,
and how important it is for us to strive to serve and
please Him now.

Elder Don Mclndoo was the last speaker of the re-
unicn Sunday evening. He told us that there was o
strong nead for all of us to declare to the whole world
that we are on Christ's side. He gave us a general ideca
of how many in this world don't even know about
Christ, so there is a lot of work for all of us to do.

Sunday afterncon baptisms were held for Jome Ann
Remmer, Ernest Keeney, Truman Medders, and Johnny
Medders. The confirmations were held before the
preaching services Sunday evening. It was a great
pleasure for all those present at the reunion io see these
people baptized, but it made the families of these four
people especially glad.

On behalf of the voung people, I would like to thank
Bro. or. Richard Wheaton for organizing our so-
cial activities.  All the vyoung people who wished
stayed at the Co-op, and had breckiast together each
morning. A complire was planned each evening after
services where stories were told and many songs were
sung. A swimming outing was also enjoyed by the
young people and all others who wished to join at near-
by Pomme de Terre Lake, But most of dll, we enjoyed
cach other's companionship, and it was even more
enjoyable knowing that we had one strong bond be-
t‘wgsen us all, and that is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Dearl Sheldon, Reporter

T

Education does not mean teaching people what they

It means teaching them to behave «s
It is not teaching the youth the
letiers and the ‘ricks of numbers, and then
turn their arithmetic to roguery, and
ter o;hm, 1o lust. It means, on the contrary, train-
iem into the perfect exercise and kingly con-
tinucance of their bodies and souls. It is o painful, con-
tinual, and difficult work to be done by kindness, by
watching, by warning, by precept, and by praise, but
above all—by example—John Ruskin.

Edi.lcg Hon

clearly the

todcry, more than ever before, must see

dual objectives: Educating for living and

@ducqtmq for making «a living —James Mason Wood.
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His Propesal for Life

A. L. Voorhies

The text in Luke 10:25-28 reads:

”And behold, a ceriain lawyer stood up, and tempt-
ed him, saying, Master, what shall 1 do to inherit
eternal life? He said unto him, What is writien in the
]czw? how readest thou? And he answering said, Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
u%’i thy soul, omd with all thy strength, and with «ll thy
mind; and thy neighbour as thyself, And he said unto
him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt

words are in answer o an ancient
> ord's demands. T ;zouqh the ages
people have asked what they needed to do. That is,
i t God really reqguires of men. We find t}us in the
arly Bible stories; we find it in hzsiory It we look ot
Olhvr world religions, we will {ind the same thing-—

8
vearning ond longing of people o know what God ex-
pects of man, In primitive religion there was this
yearning on the part of people to krrw what God

waonted,  Would they have responded if they knew?

With all this in mind we often feel like asking: Why

doesn’t God just give us His directions? Why doesn't
He give us a program, a blusprint?

It isn't guite as simple as that becouse men have

i the hill of inguiry to iry to find the way

little, line upon line, precept up-

ind His Wld for our lives.

uded some very c*rudw pmcf»

on precer

hat in order to find of
o appecse his anger; tbw;e wers

ings and bumnt offerings.
with the details of such
the f‘furm( ol goods and the
a part of one's possessions became
action.  Men brought their first

T
Leviticus

(;; J;CJ f\’
the standard course o
fruits. Sometimes they would bring imperfect offer-

.

inq Ctlian we read of ction of the imperfect—
only the perlect was acceptable. Whether it was o pair
of iule@ dov a buh\/y or a goat, it must be per-
fect. In wois the perfection of the
offering th

3

Next came the lesling ihat keeping the law was most
imporiant. A whole section of the Old Testament is de-
r\i@d io 1 ' quy of us supposs
sre are ;UQI 1 C‘f mmaondiments as enumerated
in tﬁg book of Emouq But there ig o repetition of these
‘ ‘ = book of Deuteronomy,

In the time of Christ the rabbis had multiplied these
commandmenis so there was one "Thou shalt not” for
every day in the vyear, 365 of them, and there were
248 "Thou shalts’”. That makes a totad of 613 com-
mandments. A good Jew who knew the rabbi's teach-
ings would siruggle io know dll these commandments.
There are people loday who think the church is harsh,
that it has impossible requirements. They want the
church to express itsell in more liberal terms, to their
liking and let o few worldly things into the church which
thev like to do. Buf when we think of the ancient times
or the time of Christ and how much effort was made fo
find out how they could appease God, what the church
asks today is definitely minor compared to 613 com-
mandments,

The Pharisees were busy with this attempt to find
out what they should or should not do. It became very
invelved. They could build fires, but not on the Sab-
bath day. They could not even lift an ox or o calf
out of the ditch if it fell in

Christ had to cut across all that when His disciples
gathered corn as they went on the Sabbath day. They
weore criticized because that was work not permitted on
the Sabbath.  Jesus said io them, "The son of man is
Lord even of the Sabbath day.”

There is growth and development from the earliest
conception of an angry God, who had to be appsased,
unhl we come o the New Testament where Christ said,

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God”. There has been
a vast change,

Hrm re p€“{“7 = o think that there is no progress
Thev ée } as remained the same whetl
xhousg id vears belore Christ, or during the time
oi \,h ist, or today. Religion Uno the interpretations of
it develop and grow. i should. We ocught to make
progress. There should be o beller understonding of
it.  Men have been siruggling for ages io find out
what the will of God is. Much of this effort has been
unnecessary. We do not have io undersiand ol the
rules and regulations; we don't have 1o know all about
the Bible. We don't have to have a blueprint of it «ll.
But siart somewhers, let us say, by asking, is there o
difference bstween right and wrong? I we can ses
any di

ifference, get on the right side. That should lead
us to be—lieve in something more and to follow that light.
by step we will be able to know God's will for

But ao not irv to sclve all the mysieries first.
should have milk belore they iry o eat meat,

& forced to memorize 613 “"Thou shalt nois” ond
Thou shalts”, we are going to get into o lot of diffi-
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Christ seemed to go to the center of this problem
when the lawvyer stood up to tempt Him and said,
““What shall Tdo?” He said, "Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy strength, and with UH thy mind; and thy
neighbour as thysell.” “This do,” said Jesus, “ond thou
shalt live.”  That was His proposal for life.

Out of all the maze cnd confusion and the angled

circumstances of the multitude of “thou shalt nots™ and
“thou shalis”, Christ makes this clear statement, "Love

God and vour neighbour, do that you shall live”
Some have made the faith more difficult than Christ
made it by adding a little and taking away o litile to
suit their nesds. Christ made it clear that the demands
are not involved or complex. The Scribes and Phari-

ces had made religion into an elaborate thing, but
}@sus scid, “Love God and your neighbour.”” Isn't that
a more simple way?

That does not mean that God makes no demands.

e does require much. It makes us pause a bit when
He said, “you shall love vour neighor as yourself’.

Should we love curselves? Is not this o dongerous

suggestion? We are supposed o IOV’“ ourselves, of
course we don't need to overdo it. [ think thﬁ Christ
meant was that there is o sense in Wthh concern for

cursalves is the same kind of concern we ouqht to have
for our neighbor. We cannot have the same “quality”
of aflection which we have for our mother, our wile, or
our husband., There may be a difference in the quality
or degree of affection. We love ourselves not for our
gualities or worth that we may have. But we love cur-
selves for our sake. Each of us is a person, never hate
voursell. There are some people that need to say,
“What kind of o self am 17" Then lat the searchlight
shine deep in our souls.

} sus said to the lawver, "Love God and your

ighbour, do that and vou shall live.” Wasn't he oll
ready living? I suppose he was, he was breathing,
talking, ond asking questions of Christ. He was alive
in one sense, Jesus saw he wasn't really living and
wanted him to have a new lifle. A higher level of
life than he had. Some always live af o low level and
never inquire, "What shall 1 do?” I we inguire, Jesus'
proposal will be the same as He gave the lawvyer.

There isn't cmything that compares to this love of
God for mankind and the love of mankind for God.
Sometimes it comes to you in o silent way. Nature re-
veals it. Haven't vou ever felt #1?  Didn't vou ever
sense it in the Springfime when nature is just coming
into her own? It is almost asg if God was singing His
love song to the earth. Can't you feel it when vou see
an act of heroism, or great devotion, or sacrifice of
God in His people?

That is the way God does. He loves and then we
love. Our love is wedk compared to His, but the love
of God for mankind and the love of mankind for God
sels up the commerce between heaven and earth. If
we don't know wnethﬂr God loves us let us try this:

ask Him lor forgiveness. That is the wonder of the
Holy Communion.

Love the Lord thy God with
vour neighbor as y\J11r5vlf. Do
shall live. That is His prog
ful proposal and deserves our

all your heart ﬂnd love
this said Jesus and you

l for ile. It is a wonder-
glad acceptonce.

“Church”

By Ollie Derry Delong

The derivation of the word Church is unceriain. It is
generally said io be derived from the Greek word
Kurickon, "belonging to the Lord.” The Greek word for
Churzh, originally meant an assembly called out by
the magistrates, or by legitimate authority. This is
the classical sense of the word. But, it throws no light
on the nature of the institution so designaled in the
New Testament. For to the writers of the New Testament
the word had now lost its pnmary significance, and
was used generally for any meeling (Acts 19:32).
Some, therefore cried one thing and some another; for
the assembly was confused; and th@ more part knew
not therefore whersiore they were come together.

More particularly, it denoted ho religious assem-
blies of the Jews. The word assembly was adopted
and applied by the writers of the New Testament to
the Christion congregation. The chisi duif,rence be-
tween the words "Ecclesia’” and "Church”, would prob-
ably consist in this, that "Ecclesia” primarily signified
the Christian Lod[ while the first signification of
"Church” was the place of assembly, which imparted
its name 1o the body of worshippers.

The Church as described in the Gospels—

The word occurs on'y twice. FEach time in St Mat-
thew: Matt, 16:18, On this rock 1 will build mv
Church:” Matt. 18:17, "Tell it to the Church.” Paul

spacks of the Churcl ’*ﬁ 21\ I Cor. 12:28, "And God has set

some in the Church, first apostles, secondarily prophets,
thirdly teachers, after thoat miracles, then gilis of
healing, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.”
Eph. 4:11-12, "And he gave some, apostles; end some
prophets; and some evangelisis; and some, pastors
and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work ol the ministry, for the edilving of the body of
Christ.” Eph. 4:14, "That we henceforth be no more
children tossed o and fro, and cooried about with every
wind cnd doctrine, by t }e; sleight of men, ond cunning
craftiness, where by thev lie in wail to deceive.” The
following is taken from Marvelous Work and Wonder.

The presence of these men within the Church gove
assurance of protection against the ever assailing cure
of heresy, this was one of the purposes of their appoint-
ment. The crown of twelve stars encircling the head
of the sun-clad woman of Revelation was none other
than the guorum of twelve apostles, whom Christ first
selected and placed at the heaod of the Church. Thus
was the Church constructed in the New Testament
times, and as such was a power in the land whose in-
fluence was sensed by dll nations of the world. To
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question the divine purpose in the continucnce of this
apostlic quorum, is preposterous, unless it can be
shown that o mistake was made in their appointment.
As an elementary part of the organization itself, their
continuance was decreed with the seiting up of that
Church of which they were a conspicuous and essential
part, And so it is writlen, they were intended o re-
main "Hll we ol come in the unity of faith, and the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto o perfect man unto
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
(Eph. 4:13).

We are told that "Apostles and prophets have
ceased,” but who made them cease? God did not, ot
least we have no account of it. The f{act that numbers
were called to the Apostolic office to succeed the orig-
inal twelve would suggest the purpose of the Lord 1o
continue the quorum. The Bible speaks of ot least
twenty-two. (After Judas betrayed Christ, Matthias
was chosen). In Smith's Bible Dictionary it states, "The
centre of the second period of the Apostolic agency is
Antiock, where « church scon was built up consisting
of Jews and Gentiles; the central figure of thiz and
subsequent period is Apostle Paul-—"the great Apcstle
of the Gentiles".” (O.D.) If the discontinucnce of the
ruling officers of the apostles cnd prophets, has ob-
tained, it must be that other and graver conditions sim-
ultemeously arose. Obliterate the office of the First
Magistrate of Englend and away goes Kingship, sig-
nalizing the passing of England or Britain from the insti-
tution of a Kingdom to that of some other government,
Continue this work of “ceasing”’ o little further ond
abolish the offices held by Commons and the Lord's,
and what is the result? Why no government at olll
Disorder will ensue, anarchy will reign, and the batile-
ments of Britain will become a prey to the foreign in-
vader. The same situation applies to the true Church
of Christ that Christ organized while on earth. So if we
allow the discontinuance of apostles and prophets, we
must for the sslfsame reason proclaim the discontinu-
ance of all other officers entering into the organic struc-
tures, that would mean no more evangelists, no more
pasiors, no more teachers, etc. Thus, the whole minis-
terial organization would go, and who would be left
to shepherd the sheep?

It must not be forgotien that the same Scripture
which records the appointment of an evangelist or a
pastor records, also, the appointment of apostles and
prophets, consequently, i one goes, they ol go;
for they oll came from the same Scripture which came
from God. In your search, therefore, for the Kingdom
of God, do not fail 1o look for that Church having with-
in it living apostles and living prophets. {(Marvelous
Work end o Wonder).

After the betrayal of Christ, by Judas, they filled up
the number of Twelve by the appointment of Mattheris
“to be a true witness” with the eleven; thus we see
there must remain twelve apostles if it remains
Christ's Church. Thus the Spirit, who was then sent
by the Son from the Father, and rested on each of the
Disciples, combined them once more into a whole, com-

'

bined them as they had never belore been combined, by
an internal and spiritual bond of cohesion. They were
a united force, they were all animated by God's Spirit.
The Word of God was truly made manifest and many
began to believe. ""Then they that gladly recetved his
word were baptized . . . . and they continued stead-
fastly in the apostle’s doctrine and fellowship and in
brecking of bread, and in prayers.” {Acts 2:41-42.) In
communion they had o religicus fellowship, also shar-
ing an interchange of ideas,

In our search, for the Kingdom of God, we will not
fail to look for that Church having within it living apos-
tles and prophets. It has been, and is, from Genesis
to Revelation, necessary that God's people are guided
by Divine Revelation. It has been a legacy of the
people of God, it remained in the family of the Church
for four thousand years. The Lord revealed his will
by personal or angel ministration. He also spoke
through prophets and the seers and alse gave visions
and spiritual dreams to others. They were called a
peculiar people.

Marvelous Work and a Wonder expresses the
'"Holy Spirit as a Revealing Power.” The Holy Spirit,
as the great intelligent force that proceeds from the
Father and the Son, must, i it is to do emything, revedl,
for intelligence can only unfold itself in revelation. s
power is portrayed in the Epistle of Paul:

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to
every man to profit withal, For ifo one is
given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to
another the word of knowledge by the same
Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to
another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning ol Spirits; to
another divers kinds of iongues; to another
the interpretation of tongues.

I Corinthians 12:7-10.

We have only to inform curselves of what the Mas-
ter, himself, has sald concerning the Holy Spirit and
we shall be assured of its revealing power.  Howbeit
when He, the Spirit of Truth is come, He will guide
vou in all truth; for he shall not speak of Himself, but
whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speck: and he
will show you things to come. John 16:13.

It was never intended that the future should be
sealed to the children of the Church (Christ's Church).
"Ask ond ve shall receive,” said Christ; and, “If any
of you lack wisdom let him ask of God,” enjoined
James, "and it shall be given him.” (Matt. 7:7; James
1:0) (f vou ask in all sincerity. ©O.D.) God has said,
"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my word
shall not pass away.”  And it shall come to pass in
the last days, saith God, T will pour cut my Spirit upon
all flesh: and vour sons and vour doughters shall
prophesy, and vyour voung men shall see visions, and
your old men shall drecm dreams; cand on my servants
{ministry) and on my handmaidens I will pour out in
those days, {last days) of My Spirit; and they shall
prophesy. (Acts 2:17-18).
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These gifts were not bestowed on the ministry alone.
Do any of you consider ihfs} Church vou bgloni; to is the
Kingdom of God? In order to have a Kingdom there
must be a King, so God sent His onlj begotten Son
into the world 1o establish such a Kingdom here upon
earth. In that Kingdom there must be certain laws; first
a King; secondarily, commissioned officers duly quall-
fied to execute his ordinances ond laws; thirdly, a
code of laws by which the subjects are governed;
fourthly, subjects who are governed. Where these
exist in their proper order and regular authority, there
is o Kingdom, but where either of these ceases to exist,
there is o disorganization of the Kingdom until reor
ganized after the same manner as before. In this re-
spect, the Kingdom of God is like all other Kingdoms;
whenever we find officers duly commissioned and
qualified by the Lord Jesus, together with His ordin-
ances and laws existing in purity, unmixed with any pre-
cepts or commandments of men, there the Kingdom of
Cod exists, and there His power is manifest and His
Rlessings are enjoyved as in davs of old. God said,
“I am God, I change not”’. Do you belong o the
Church recognized as the Kingdom of God? Christ's
Crarch is recognized by the one way in which they
were distinguished in former days. The last legacy of
our Lord o His Church we find in Mark 16:15-18:

Go ve into all the world, and preach the gos-
pel to every creature, He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned. And these signs
shall follow them that believe; In mvy name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speck
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents;
and i they drink any deadly thing, it shall
not hurt them; they shall lay honds on the
sick, and they shall recover.

Remember the words, "and these signs shall fol-
low them that believe.” We will know who are the
true believers by the "signs’ attending their minisira-
tions. Many say these “signs’ are not for our day; if
that be true, then salvation is not for our day. For re-
member the words, "He that believeth cnd is baptized
shall be saved.” Baptism alone isn't sufficient, for in
the same legacy it is necessary to believe the rest of
what He said to His disciples. In Acts 20:28-30 Christ
warns them:

Toke heed therelore unto vourselves . . . for 1
know this, that after my departing shall grie-
vous wolves enier in armong you, not sparing
the flock. Also of your own selves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them.

Up until Christ started His work there was no or-
ganized Church. God had o people who served Him,
and to whom He revealed His will from time to time,
and also revealed to them the coming of o Saviour, but

they locked forward to the time when God's Kingdom
would be orgonized. As we said before, the word
Church originally meant an assembly called out by
the magistrates or by legitimate quthority (token from
Smith Dictionary).  Prophet Daniel was one of God’s
servants who was truly blessed with revelation from
God. He speaks of the Great Image and of the various
beasts which reveal the story of Rome and its power.
Iis dominion spread until it comprised «ll the coun-
tries about the Mediterrean. In this great Empire was
gathered up the sum total that remained of the religious
laws, customs, etc. Imperial Rome was established by
31 B. C. and came to its end between 476 and 6822 A. D.
A revival came with the rise of the Papacy. Marvelous
Work and a Wonder says Rome dominates the world
from B. C. 168 until the dismemberment of the Fmpire.
1808 A. D., Rome annexed io the Kinadom of lialy.
In 1814 it restored unto the imperial rule of the Pope,
who holds it as his "Kingdom™ till 1848; in 1870 i be-
come part of the Kingdom of the United Italy. No other
city in the world, except Rome, has bsen given so
much attention. Rome's Papal domination of the reli-
gious activities of all nations enabled her to use im-
perial power. Paul says, "Let no man deceive yvou by
cny means; for that day shall not come, except there
come o falling away first, and that man of sin be re-
vealed, the son of perdition.” What day was Poul re-
ferring t0? "The second coming of Christ?"'—

By declination of the true spirit of Christianity it
gradually fell away until the spirit of Anti-Christ,
through the influence of lalse teachers, under the Chris-
tion name, gained the ascendancy and began his dark
and deporable reign ("Papal powers') which continued
for the space of 1,260 years. During this long and gloomy
period darkness covered the earth, and darkness fell
upon the people so there was not found upon the sarth
a Church which stood in the true order and power of
the primitive Church of Christ. There were many
powertul witnesses of the truth during this period of
time, yet, because of the tyranical dominion assumed
over the consciences of men, these withesses were not
permitted to teach the true order of the Church of Christ
o Thus, the power of the holy people (Christ's
Church O, D.) was scatiered.

The prophets tell us it would be restored, but none
of the Churches, while they claimed to be Christ’s
Church, the light of fruth has been obscured and lost
Practically all of the churches during Medieval times
ond our time, when examined in the light of the Scrip-
tures, are found not only to contradict ecch other, but
are wholly at variance with the very fundamental
principles of the Church of Christ, They are unlike it
in organization, doctrine, or spiritual token, (M. W, and
A Wonder).

Has Christ's Church besn restored? Is it vour
Church? Read the Scriptures ond see il you are, by
vour actions, proving vyou are living according io
Christ's teachings. By their fruits (Christ's Church) ve
shall know them, Revelation 16:15 says:
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Blessed is he that watches; and keepeth his
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see
his shame.

Is vour Church the Kingdom of God? I so, let us
see what Jesus said to the Pharisees: "Every kingdom
divided againgt itself is brought to desolation.”  After
more than one hundred vears of work of the churches,
the religious, social, and economic welfars of the peo-
ple are going down. (Literary Digest 1820). The
churches have failed, and are failing to bring back the
merits of divine truth.

Christ organized His Church, or Kingdom while on
earth. He gave a rule to follow to continue on down o
our fime, which meant o perpetuation of those rare gifts
and blessings amongst His psople. When these fdil,
the Church begins to forfeit its right to the name, Church
of Christ. If the Churches today are to make any im-
pression on their claims of being Christ's Church, they
will have to preach His teachings and {ollow them.
John 12:46, 48 says:

I come o light into the world, that whoso-
ever believeth on me should not abide in
darkness. . . . He that rejecteth me, ond re-
ceiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth
him; the word that | have spoken, the same
shall T judge him in the last day.

I Timothy 4:3-4 relates:

For the time will come when they will not en-
dure sound docirine; but alter their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers, hav-
ing itching ears; And they shall tum away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables,

Who of the many churches is built upon the foun-
dation Christ built?  Are the Presbytericms, Christicn,
Catholic, Methodist, Lutheran, Baptist, eic. (examine
them) and yvour own? Are the gualifications in order?
God has said: "Seek and Ye shall find.” The organic
structure of the Kingdom of God is described in 1 Cor.
12:28.

And God hath set some in the church, first
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teach-
ers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing,
helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

In Mark 16:17-18, Christ told His servamts what they
would be able to do, i, they were truly His disciples:

And these signs shall follow them that believe;
In my nuame shall they cast out devils; they
shall speak with new tongues; They shall take
up serpents; oand if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shaoll lay
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Who among all the churches can truly say they are
qualified to answer, "1 am the Church; my Church is
the true pattern of the Kingdom of GOD?”

In Christ's Church, vou will {ind they agreed, they
were in harmony. They believed in ONE baptism, by
immersion—implying on the part of the recipient re-
pentance and faith; the laying on of hands; the Lord's
supper; eic. Every requisite for church membership is
enumeraied in Christ's Church; not only for the apos-
tolic days, but for future ages. Paul tells us what it is
that constitutes the Unity of the Church: unity of head-
ship, one Lord, unity of beliel, one laith, unity of sacra-
mentis, one baptism, one hope of your calling, unity of
love, unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, unity of
organization, one body. (Eph. 4:3-6),

In Paul’s writings we learn that the Church members
were united by having the same faith, hope, and ani-
mating Spirit of Love, and the same Spiritual invisible
Head (Christ) and there are other officers added to the
church, Deacons, Evangelists, Bishops, Elders, Priests
—because the numbers of converis grew so numerous
that the Apostles were unable to carry on the work
alone,

Now again 1 suggest you search for the Church
that is patterned after the Church, Christ organized, for
He told us He taught only the things that His father
told him, ond God said "1 am God, and | change not”,
if that is true, God's teachings reach down to our day.

Isa. 40:8, but the WORD of our GOD shdll stand

forever,

D I ———,
THE POWER OF LOVE

Love is the only bow on life's dark cloud. It is the
morning oand the evening star. It shines upon the
cradle ¢l the babe, and sheds iis radicnce upon the
silent tomb. It is the mother of art; the inspirer of poet,
patriot, and philosopher. 1t is the air and light of every
heart, the builder of every home, kindler of every lire
on every hearth. It was the first to dream of immor-
tality. 1t fills the world with rusic, for music is the
volce of love.

o

THE CROSS
Harry Slocum Tordott

The cross was never known until
Christ obeved His Father's will;

And carried it to His destiny

Atop a hill, at Calvary.

Though some may feel, this infamous act
The cross defiled, and thus react,

To me, the cross is a symbol of

Cur Saviour's sacred, updying love.
And I will dways try to live

That, whatever to this lite, 1 give,

It will do honor, to He who gave

His life on the cross, my lile, to save,
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A Personal Testimony

Follow Jesus To Heaven On A Golden Stairway!

Sister Marie Jones

1
1

I have a beautitul story to tell. O* e duy [ found my-
self in o glorious vision. [ was walking down a new
road, it was siraight ahsad for mllcs cnd miles, and
was blessed with sunshine and o soff breeze on my
face. There was golden wheat on my left and golden
corn on my right, both as high os my head and as
far as one could see—so prefty to see—swaying in o
summer breeze. It was so peaceful, on this road from
heaven.

" Strolling along with a song in my heart, to my right,
I saw something in the sky! Over | went to see, and
belfore my eves [ did see. A golden stairway that was
one mile long, fruly o golden stairway-—siraight from
heaven and down io earth. It was so becautitul to see.
As 1 stood and gazed ioward heaven, I thought, how
wonderiul, now I can walk o heaven on this golden
stairway. [ started up each golden step, walking in
wonder and beauty, high up in the clouds. On the
top of the stairway was o person dressed in white.
Each step | took up, this person came one step down,
till we almost met in the middle. My heart truly sang
with each golden step, and tender tear drops fell down
my face, tor coming to meet me, in heavenly glory, my
eves did see Jesus! so beautiful in o white robes with
arms wide open and a love so great!

Jesus' face ever so dear 1o see, He had radiomt light
brown hair, mixed with golden blond hair. Then Jesus
put His loving arms around me, and my arm just
reached out arcund Jesus. Ohl {o touch Jesus' robel
It was so soft, so pure and holy. T'll never iorg”? this
heavenly moment with Jesus. T“Su then smiled, so
dear 1o me, and turned me around on this golden stair-
wery, and with His crm around me, Jesus walked with
me on this golden stairway to heaven abovel

Dear little ones, there's no greater jov il vou walk
with Jesus! And if vou laithtully love, trust and follow
Jesus, this beautiful story will corme true for vou also, io
see in yvour dreams some night, or {o see in a vision
some doy.

Now this vision I had while wozk sarly in th
morning. [t was so becutiful to see ol this; the golden
stairway to heaven, and io see dnd meet dear I SEUS
30 leving and kind. One can never forget. So 1 aot Qi
work and thought and praved, "Decar God, O please
let me see vour dear face again, let me walk with vou
forever on this golden stairway io heaven, let me
please see this vision again. [ never want to forget
it."  And God granted me my wish and prayer. My
vision came back true and clear, everythiz ng t
I walked down the straight
golden stairway to heaven. Now this was the second
time that 1 stood before this golden stairway locking up
toward heaven. But most of all, T was looking for dear
Jesus. I knew Jesus was there, I had seen Him belore,
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ond I walked with Jesus and touched His robel Rut
this time Jesus didn't meet me, and as | went up each

golden step, my heart was broken and tear drops fell.
I felt so very tired, so tired, it was so hard to walk alone
without the Lord's help. I only got as high as eight
or ten steps, praying each golden step, “"Dear Jesus,
plecse come and meet me, please help me up these
golden steps to heaven.” But I had to walk dlone, my
heart brecking more sach step and tear drops falling
down my face. [ could not give up, I had to keep go-
ing, because this was the way, the Lord came and
showed me the way, it was for me to follow Jesus to
heaven, to love and trust God. 1 knew at the end, one
day 1 would see my dear Lord again.

Dear little ones, be of good courage, even if you
can't see the things I have seen. Always love and
trust God, because God will help you, each golden
step to heaven.

[ believed with all my heart that T would see Jesus
again, and nineteen years later 1 did. 1 saw Jesus
walking in my back vard, and I saw Jesus in our little
church, walking in oll His glory down the aisle, stop-
ping to touch «a little child,

May God bless you adlso to see these wonders.

Best Things
The Best Law—The Golden Rule.
The Best Education—self knowledge.
The Best Philosophy—a contented mind.
The Best War—to war against one's weaknesses.
The Best Theology—a pure and beneficient life.
The Best Medicine—cheerfulness and temperance.
The Best Music—the laughter of an innocent child.

The Best Science-—exiracting sunshine from «
cloudy day.

The Best Artist—painting a smile upon the brow of
childhood.

The Best j'@umqlism ----- printing the true and beauti-
ful on memory's tablet

The Best Biography—that life which writes charity
in large letlers,

The Best Mathematics—ithat which doubles the most
joys and divides the most sorrows.

The Best Navigation—steering clear of the lacerat-
ing rocks of personal contention,

‘lh' ?cst Dpi )mohyw@ﬁe@inq a treaty of peace

International Religious News Service
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Fasting and Prayer

Apostle D. W, Housknecht

There is « very serious thought that we would like
to present. It is not cone that you are not somewhat
fcrmilicr with, and i you receive it by the inspiration
that God gives to determine that which is His will, we
all may benefit by it and those who are still seeking
the right way may find it in this added light and under-
standing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is our hope
thatt this message when it is brought in its fullness will
help to broaden your understanding as to your duty
before God and enable vou to always find Him when
vou need Him.

We cite certain Scriptures o you io begin this mess
age and we shall endeavor to put them together and
comment on the importance of a closer pursucnce of
using them to guide you in the remainder of your days
on earth. In Luke 5:27-34, we are told of the Lord cur-
ing the leper {a miraculous healing), and « draught of
fishes has been wilnessed by His disciples, and this
quotation tells of another astounding thing, the Master
humbled Himself as o lesson belore His people.

We cite further; Moroni, 8th chapter thus, "Now I
speak concerning baptism. (This is one of the most
sacred ordinonces of the church. It is one of the be-
ginning ordinances after an expression of faith. It is
an important principle, and we stress the importance
and note further that there are two more poinis ©
principles of equal imporiance and are connected to-
gether by Moroni because each are to be remembered
and used through our fime of Christion endecavor.
DW.H). Behold, elders, priests, and ieachers were
baptised; and they were not baptized, save they
brought forth fruit meet that they were worthy of it
neither did they receive any unio baptism, save the
came forth with « broken heart and contrite spirit, and
witnessed unto the church that they fruly repented of all
their sins. And none were received unto baptism, save
they took upon them the name of Christ, having «
determination fo serve him 1o the end . . . And the
church did meet together off, to fast and to pray, and
T -

io speak one with another concerning the wellare of

their souls: and thevy did meet together oft to partake of
the bread and wine, in remembrance of the Lord

Jesus.”

Here are three very great ordinances important to us
all the davs of our life, recognizing that through Iaith we
are able to abide in Him, and remembering our baptism
and the covenant we made belore God af that event
and the partaking again and agoin of the body anc
blood of Christ and again and again approaching God
in fasting and prayer, that we might remember Hin
continually, Remember that Jesus said, "I ve con-
tinue in my word, then are ve my disciples indeed.”
When was the last ime vou fasted, either of vour own
volition or at the request of vour pastors and ministers?

Now we ask vou to turn to Exodus 34:27-28. This

is the time that the Lord spoke to Moses that he might
go to the sacred mountain and there receive of God,
commeondments. “And the Lord said unto Moses, Write
thou these words: for ofter the tenor of these words |
have made o covenant with thee and with Israel. (Re-
member, we have baen adopted into Israel D.W . H) And
he was there with the Lord forty davs and forty nights;
he did neither eat bread, nor drink water.” We draw
vour aitentien to this point of this story, that Moses
through the command of the Holy Spirit, in order to
stend in the presence of God and to receive that power
that he would find necessary to use to stand before
his people and guide them, and endure hardship, re-
ceive inspiration from God from time to time and His
admonitions and directives that he might give them
to his people, it was necessary that he humble himsell
in fasting from all things that would hinder his aobility
to be in contact with God and io righieously lead his
people,

We refer now to Elijah and the story about him in
I ¥ings 19:1-8. Elijah had challenged the priests of
Raal, had defeated them, had driven them down to the
ground and it made Jezebel very angry at him and she
declared she would hove his life in like monner as
he had dealt with the priests of Baal, Elijuh fled into
Reersheba of Judah where he left his servant and then
fled into the wilderness where he prayed for God to
take his life becouse he had acted as he did in run-
ning away. But on angel appeared before him and
prepared him food and teld him to eat for he had a
great journey lo make into Mount Horeb where he
would meet God and likewise be glven great tasks to
perform. Then Elfjah fasted forty days and nighis to
prepare himsell spiritually for the ordeal,

Now we turn to o story about the greatest of dll,
the Christ, the Son of God, and we refer you to Mat-
thew, 4th chap! Remember Christ has just come
from being baptized by John and has tulfilled the will
of God and is about to enter into a period of fasting
and prayer for forty days and nights, there to be tested
and tempted by Satan. Christ withstood all that Satan
offered and He came down from the mount and met
each ordeal victoriously ending with the final ordeal
of death on the cross. Here one might ask: Could not
lesus have cccomplished this without having to fast
cond pray? We must remember that each act of His
life was an example of what we may very well have 1o
meet to some degree before we curselves are successiul
in Christian endeavor. Jesus knew of the things that
He would have to meet, how He would be rsjected and
despised, reviled against, how He would stand against
those who would make God's house a den of thieves,
how He would have io isclate Himsell in the garden
cnd groan in agony while maoking the decision that
God's will be done and not His own, and how His ex-
ample would affect the lives of millions of people vet
unborn.  This strength came to Him and to those great
men before Him, otherwise this story of hope of eternal
ife with God and Christ could never have been told.

123

puis




September, 1965

ZION's ADVOCATE

Page 155

salize that a day is shorily to come when
faith? Are we able o say that
our understanding is complete regarding our strength
to endure similar experience belore us? We have not
vet proven our faith before God that we can say, 'l
shall not {ail, 1 shall not deny Him.”

Do we not r
we will be put fo atest o

Therefore, spiritual direction moves us 1o wrile of
this particular shoricoming among God's people to-
day {including the ministry) wh we hove left off
our lastings, not reasoning spiritually or discerning the
Lords' coming soon, so very scon. Fasting and prayer
is not a means of seeking God just two or three times
in a lifetime under exireme pressure or exiraordinary
circumstances, and because i has been considered
as sych (f considesred ot all) we have many sickly
among us and the "'many spirits that are abroad in the
world” have driven many into strange docirines and
we have become unfamilior with the workings of God's
Spirit,  We hope therefore that all who receive
message will ponder it deeply, {or it holds out o great
lively hope of salvation for those who b@’iiave and
practice ij[‘ For such as continue io take it lightly, we

fear they will become lost in the maelstrom and chaos
of world strife.

ersin

(‘ i@
s

If cur lorefathers found it necessary to fast from the
worldly-seasoned things and be thus humbled by soul
affliction; who are we that we have no such need? Are
we better than Christ, Elijah, Moses, Paul and others
whose strength came through {asting and humble sub-
mission of spirit belore God?

Let us cite to vou o prophesy foretelling of a time

and condition that shall sho *‘*Ey be in evidence, ves,
sooner than one might think it to be, and we refer to

Revelations 13:11-18,

Herein is described the former and latter power of
Rome and we are concermned with the laiter power
(present day-—or soon) which will have such power that
it will contrel rights to buy or sell food and clothing
and in order for us to purchase or sell for cur susten-

ance and well-being that we be neither hungry or un-
clothed, we will be required to confess and bow down
to this power and receive o mark in our forehead or our
hands——or go without and possibly die

food. This is the mark of the beast, evidenc
now in the Catholic day of observance (ﬁ&u J dnes-
day). Sufficient to say, it will be a frying o*a?cﬂ for

the faithful believers in deliverance through Chris

Preparation is  the wuic%word and fasting and
praver today (not waiting till the last moment) should
be the uppermost thought in cur hecrts and minds. We

fear for those who scofl at such an admonition.

When Saul (Paul) was struck down ond made blind
by the power of God and sensing the source of this
power said, “"Who art thou Lord?” The answer given
made Saul humble before God cand he went W*ﬂlou*
tood and drink for three davys that he might understand
God when and f He should reveal His will,

These instances of great men using the medium of
fasting and praver to reach unto God should be evi-
denced to us that it was g sure means of receiving the
revelation of God and we shall now bring evidence
that it was tought as o principle of Christian worship
by Jesus during His ministry and likewise Paul, and
others.

By Christ
5:108-109.

By Poul-—-1 Cor., 7:3-5, 1 Cor. 6:1-10.
By Amaleki Book of Mormen)—Omni 1:46-47.

By Alma—Book of Mormon)—Alma 4:6, Alma
12:4-5,

—Matthew 6:16-18, Luke 5:35, III Nephi

It is wisdom that we point out further, the purpose
of fasting; and we give example by pointing io the
reasons that others have had in the past and compare
them with ourselves by asking, "Is it any different now,
have we any less reason to fast?’’ For example Bzra, o
priest of God's house and scribe was o man chosen of
the king Artoxerxzes to lead a people through the ranks
of the enemy who opposed the rebuilding of the Tem-
ple, and Ezra called o {ast, “that we might alflict our-
selves before God, to seek of him a right way for us—."

Jehoshaphat: II Chron. 20:2-18. "Then there came
some that told Jehoshaphat, saving, There cometh o
great multitude against thee from bevond the sea on
the side of Syria; . . . And Jehoshaphat feared, and set
h m;scd io seek the Lord, and proclaimed « fast through-
out all Judah If when evil cometh upon us, s
the sword, judgment, or pesiilence, or famine, we
stand before this house, and in thy presence . .. . and
cry unto thee in our alfliction, then wilt thou hear and
help", . {for protection.

Joel: Joel 1:14-20; 2:15-17. "Is not the meat cut off
before cur eyes, veda, joy and gladness from the house
of God? . .. The beasts of the lield cry also unio thee:
for the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath

d@voured the pastures of the wilderness.” "Blow the
trumpet in Z on, sanctify o fast, call o solemn assem-
bivy.” o stand ot the last davy.

Mait. 15:32. A great multitude hungering for the
word of God fust ed three days that they might hear

Jesus speak words for the soul.

The Nephites: Alma 21:1-2. 7. . . Were exceedingly
rejoiced, because the Lord had again delivered them
out of the hands of their enemies; therelore they gave
thanks unto the Lord their God: ves, they did fost and
pray much . . .—this was for past blessings.

During the relan of the Judges in Zaraghemla and in
the regions oi the Nephites about 40 vears before the
appearcnce of Christ on this continent, the church had
bs 1 living in peace until about the ﬂbt vear of the

eign of the judges when pride began o enter inio some
Who preiﬂssed to belong to the church c;md thev began
1o persecute ‘many of their brethren.” This evil caused
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the “more humble of part of the people to suffer great
persecutions, and to wade through much affliction;
nevertheless, they did fast and pray oft, and did wax
stronger and stronger in their humility, and firmer and
firmer in the faith of Christ, until the filling their souls
with joy and consolation, veq, even to the purilying
and the sanctification of their hearts, which sanctifica-
Hon cometh because of their vielding their hearts unto
God."—this fime to survive persecutions. (Hel, 2:29-31).

Now that it is quite clear as to the need of fasting, a
proper question might be: How to fast? Is it simply do-
ing without food and drink?

After the cuthority of God was restored in 1829-30
and the Church of Christ wos re-established by auth-
ority of God, commondments were given and instruc-
tiong on how to abide by them. We find such o com-
mandment given in August of 1831 to the new church,
particularly regarding the socraments or sacred ordin-
ances. We have references to the Book of Command-
ments, page 111, chapter 60 and we quote: "And that
thou mavyest more fully keep thyself unspotted from the
world, thou shalt go o the house of prayer . . . and on
this day thou shalt do none other thing only, let thy
food be prepared with singleness of heart, that thy
fasting may be perfect, ., . Verily this is fasting and
prayer; or in other words, rejoicing and praver.” Hers
is evidence that food is partken of, but with reserva-
tions. Paul likewise gave instructions to the people of
the church at Corinth I Cor. 11) when they came
to the church to eat the Lord's Supper and as was the
custom they come fasting but as vou read the whole
store he ends the subject by savying, "And if any mon
hunger, let him sat af home” . . . An experience is told
ol one who came io church meeting in fasting and
prayer, thinking that doing without {ood was o neces-
sary part of fasting {and it con be, depending on the
physical condition of the individual) and his stomach
being quite empty, rumbled and disturbed both himself
and one sitting beside him, thus his mind was dis-
tracted from the more spiritual aspect of the mesting
and was more upon the fact that his physical body
nseded food and thus the purpose of lasting was lost,
which was, to commune with God. Thus o little food
taken sparingly ond with singleness of heart would
have prevented o breck between himself and God.

When we approach God in the proper aftitude of
fasting, the power of God is assured and He reveals
Himsell in such o way that one is not left in doubt
and we lose thought of earthly needs; physical or
material. We lose knowlaedge of all things that would
prevent a clear channel through to God. We do not, on
a day of fast, turn on the radio, or television, read the
newspapers or laugh and make jokes for certainly that
which is presented to us through these things are not
of the divine nature of God and Christ.  Certainly we
cannot have our minds on world conditions such as
that which the medium of televigion, radio or news-
papers, impregnate our minds and hearts, and still
have our hearis and minds open to the will of God.

The prophet Isaiah (sa. 58) speaks of two kinds of
fasting. One is a hypocriteal fast (for show); the other,
quite accepted and we quote in part, "Wherelore have
we fosted, say thev, and thou seest not? Wherefore
have we afflicted our souls, and thou takest no knowl-
odge?’ The answer is given quite plainly, thus, "Be-
hold, in the day of vour fuast ve find pleasure, cnd
exact all your labors. Behold, ve fast for strife and
debate, and io smite with the fist of wickedness: ye
shall not fost as ve do this davy, to make your voice to
be heard on high. Is it such a fast that | have chosen?
A day for o man to afflict his scul. . . . Is not this the
fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wicked-
ness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the op-
pressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?”

What is the result of such o fast? What promises
does this affliction of the soul bring? The answer fol-
lows as we guote more of Isaiah 58, "Then shdll thy
light break forth as the morning, and thine health shall
spring forth speedily: and thy rightecusness shadl go
before thee, the glory of the Lord shall be thy rereward.
Then shalt thou call, and the Lord shdll answer; thou
shalt cry, and he shall say, Here I am. If thou take
away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth
of the linger, and speaking vanity; and if thou draw out
thy soul to the hunary, and satisfy the dilicted soul;
then shall thy light rise in obscurity, and thy darkness
be as the noon day: and the Lord shall guide thee
continually, and satisty thy soul in drought, and made
fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like o watered gor-
den, and like o spring of water, whose waters {ail
not.  And they that shall be of the shall build the old
waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations of
many generations; and thou shalt be called, The re-
pairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in.”

It would be well to read the last two verses as well
which is the end of Isaiah 58,

The apostle Paul came to o crisis in his life and he
met that crisis and defeated the old way of life (when
he was known as Scul) through the medium of fasting
ond prayer emd became the mastertul leadsr that he
was. These men whom we have cited as examples,
who stood belore God and knew of the ordeals that
they must meet, knew the medium by which they could
find God and thevy did not hesitate to use that medium
of fasting and praver.

All down through the ages of time, down to our
very hour of need, we find that this was the pattern of
great men. When we stand in the similitude of those
men and use and exercise the right and privileges that
God has given to us as a people, there will be no divi-
sion; there will be no separation of the Scriptures by
private interpretation.  There will be no vows, 7’1 will
have nothing to do with this people, [ will keep to my-
sell and enjoy mysell according io my inlerpreiation
of the Scriptures,” No, there will be none of that. But
we will glady join together as God's children and seek
each other's comiort. The paitern of our life will be
such as will be an example to those who are ocutl in
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the world ond to the peoples of the factions of this
Church of Christ. Can you help bui believe that as a
result of that life and the sacrifices that we made of
those things that are of the world and leave them from
us, but what they will be attracted by that power that
will bs resident within us? Do we remember the
promise that we made to God as we entered into His
Kingdom, that we would follow Christ all the days of
our life? We betier wake up! We betier reclize the
need of ocurselves, so much so that we will get down on
our knees before God ond Christ and submit that we
are in error, and that we need Him, that we need His
council.

When was the last time vou heard God speak?
When was the last time you heard, "Verily, thus sayeth
the Spirit?” Can we be forever satisfied with past
glories of Spiritual monifestations? Mony of our chil-
dren have never witnessed the workings of the Spirit,
to our shame. God has counciled and admonished us
in the keeping of His former commandments and has
said that He will not speak further until we have re-
membered our former covenants cnd His command-
menis o obey.

God has called for His people to return to the old
ways and we quote Jeremiah 6:16. tand vye in the
ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for
vour souls.” But the people He was specking to said,
"We shall not walk therein.”

We, as o people, have expressed the same, per-
haps not in so many words but by actions and we say
the old adage is true, that, "action speaks louder than
words.”

So we hunger not and thirst not after rightecusness
and yet our soul is not satistied.

"Wherefore do ve spend monevy lor that which is
not bread? omd vour labor for that which satisfisth
not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ve that which
is good, and let your soul delight iiself in lainess.”
"Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; consider
your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ve
eat, but ve have not enough; ve drink, but ve are not
flled with drink, ve clothe vou, but there is none
worrn: and he thal earneth wages eameth wages to put
it into o bag with holes.” These last quolations are
from the prophets Isaiah and Haggal., These prophets
were not speaking of material things but of the Soir-
itual.

When we awake io the realization that is not un-
like the conditions we are living under; con we not
see then the need to return io the old ways? o part of
which is a more ifrequent approach o God through
fasting and prayer.

>

Do we need to "lind a right way?”
Do we need a 'strong delense agair
Do we want “to stand at the last d
Do we "hunger for the word of God?”

Do we need "humility to remember past blessings?”
Do we desire "strength to survive persecutions?”
Please believe us when we say that these are ever-

1
t

evil m

o L

present needs, and they should not be taken lightly
for we cannot delay or put off the obiaining of o spir-
jtual strength that will endure the conditions that lie
ahead of us, some of which we now point out to you.

On August 31, 1957, o manifestation was directed

to the church and «a large part was directed to all peo-
ple, meaning that the church is to deliver the warning,
and we guote:
"Verily thus suith the Lord unto oll people, es-
pecicily to those of the household of faith: Behold, the
agates that hold back the floods ars lifting, therefore
beware the tide at the brecking forth of the destroying
waters, for verily they shall devastate all nations and
bring down their pride and there shall be no barrier
nor hond to stay the tide for lo, I move in judgment and
my word shall not fail,

" As fires are kindled, beware of their flame, for sure-
ly they proclaim ruin and havoce and the walls and
vour structures are built to dety, shall crumble and the
great and wise of the earth shall be appalled at the
sight.

"Beware of the blasis of the tempests which brew,
for their sirength shall increase and the world will be
astonished at the roaring and rushing wind and lo,
there shall be woe in the wake thersol.

“Beware of the nesting plague as it gprings forth io
spread iis wings io bring the fresh and nourishing food
o mildew and none shall escape, neither shall high or
o te stand on lond or sea. Great shall be the
commotion, and pomic will remain in its path, vea even
the trecsures shall be as dust in the hands of they who
heold them and poverty displace the strongholds of
wealth.

£ 1 :

Instead of the fertile fields there shall be famine

and the labor of man's hand shall not vield in its sec-
son.  Earthquakes shall increase and shall cause the

1o ff_ﬁ,ﬁ’f

eel io and fro ere they
upon ond within the
bounds of earth shall only give inheriiance of disorder
cnd {ear as nations war and contend yed, even maon
against his neighbor shall wage war.

strongholds

earth, and disaster

“As the fury and wrath is poured forth the hearts of

ungodly 11 511 with woe and despair, but there
shall be no resiraining because of bonds or covenanis

they shall make o be spared from the vengeful slaugh-
ter which by reason of their pillage and get
gain to a selfish end. Vengeonce is mine, saith the
Lord!

"Surely as | speck, so shall it come 1o pass and that
shortly, But whoso will may abide the hour, vain the
scoff and scom of the millions who cre heedless.

"But know this, oh my people, that judgment shall
begin ot your very door and a clecnsing shall begin
at your borders. Therslore that ye may not fear the
scourge, rid vourselves of selfishness, and love your
God and vour neighbor, and as sure as | have proven
my word unto vou and the faithful before you, so do I
promise io send forth mine angels to camp about those
who give sign of being worthy saints ond they shall
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guard you for in this example ol life are ye mi Thus
’nftzve I spoken and my Spirit beareth wiine

"Repeat then this warning to the M‘nonb that the
dary is fast approaching and is near to the end when
the day of preparation has ended and the Lord vyour
Redeemer shall present Himself gloriously to the fodih-
ful. Wait therefore upon thy Lord but walt not in idle-
ness as you have hitherto done.

"Verily thou hast sought me, but hast my former
commandments been obeyed? Nay, but thou hast
been idle from faithful labor and hast rather been con-
tentious with thy brother and some have bequeathed
my people with strange doctrines and burdened their
hearts beyond the endurcnce of many and thus are
they scattered,

“Broken covenanis lay strewn in the path wher
ve have walked, so thus have mine lips been stayed
from speaking meo vou until ve remember your {ormer
convenants to keep them and my former command-
ments to obey.

“Thus has my mercy bsen extended unio you my
people in giving this last waming. Remember then
this admoenition, that ve may escape my wrath and
the bringing of vengeance upon the heedless, greedy
and blind. Only by vour sincere fasts and prayers
joined by righteous obedience shall ve inherit the
security found in my Zion. Amen.”

We also point out a part of cnother
given in January of 1953,

. Yeaq, thus saith the Lord, the day of my search-
ing 'vw is here and 1 shall find my sheep and | shall
stand among the scatiered that they be no longer
alone. And thevy shall know of whom deliveronce has
come for they shall hear my voice and be made fo
reicice at its sound. Yea, the voice they hear shall
come from the lips of my chosen shepherds whom have
listed to obey and have remembered their early cov-
encnts with me, saith the Lord.

“Prove therein vour desire to serve as my chosen
shepherds by supplicating vourselves before me in
mighty fasting and prayer and 1 will clecnse vou that
you might be fit vessels in my honds to the bringing
forth to my sheep the gilts and blessings that they have
only in smoll measure known, . .7

We guote from the } i

admonition

hapter and

15} versas of Joel: Sanctily ve a fast, call a solemn
jather the eld ers and all the inhabiton

zod, and cry
for the day of the Lord
Y

ol the Lord vour

umm the Lom alag for the dﬂy

ig at HJI’IQ and as a des tm on from the Almighty shall
it come.”
Also, Chapter 2, verses 1-2, 12-13, and 15~ 37.

“"Blow ve the trumpets in Zion and scund an alarm
in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land
iremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at
hand; o day of darkness and gloominess, day of clouds

and of thick dorkness, as the morning spread upon
the mountaing: o great people and o strong; there
R

A
hath not been ever the like, wer shall be any more

after i1, even io the years of many generations.”
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> also now 1 the Lord, turn ve even to
all yvour and with fasting, and with
seping, ond with mourning: and rend your heart,
cnd not your garments, and turn unio the Lord your
God: for he 1s gracious and merciful, slow o anger, and
of great kindness, " "Blow the trumpet in Zion,
sanctity o fast, call o solemn assembly: gather the
' congregation, assemble the elders

those that suck the breasts:

oom Go io rzh oi his chamber, and the
1, Let the priests, the ministers

of thﬂ Lord, weep between the porch and the altar,
cmd let them say, Spare thy people O Lord, and give
i ritcige to reproach, that the heathen should
] should they say among the

Bigie]

elore
ir God?”
to a close we ie-@l that the prophet
Je a'?‘;’ll{}h sap;ok@ wisely ond we guote: "Thus saith the
I , Stand ve in the ways, and sse, and ask for the
old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein,
and ve shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We
1l not walk therein.” May all who receive this mes-
sage say rather, "We will walk therein,” and may God
sless yvou in your endeavor,

OBITUARY
Leonard M. Sarratt
rratt passed from this lile July 28,
, at the age of 77 vears, 3 months

Leonard M. ba
1965, at Collins, Mo.

and 15 days. un&,rol services were held in the Col-
lins, Mo., (”fbur"‘n of Christ (Temple Lot) Friday, July 30,
at 2:00 p. m. Elder Joseph Yates officiaied at the serv-

burlal waos mqae in the Robinson cemetery
under the direction of the Goodrich Funeral Home.
Brother Sarratt, so ol Amos B. and Anna Sarratt,
Was pom rcbm““ 15, 1888, ot Hebron, Nebr. He was
: “llen Bell Dscember 11, 1910, Ten
, were born to this couple. Two children pre-
im in death, o daughter, Dorothy Ellen, May 8,
I a son Acron Leoncrd, June 12, 19872,
arratt was baptized ot the age of 18 into
of Jesus Christ of Latier Day
membership inio the Churc
.*J\JE, in which he has been a

and

Mrs. Elaine bm]trl
ﬂQuﬂrtDr of Rczyiown
nwo, S(m Iose, Cfmf three sons
d D. Sarratt

(
g’

qrqnd”m dren and 8 great
, Mrs., Mayme Black of In-

-'”CII’E\/ relatives and iriends.

tiy felt not only in Colling, Mo,

o staunch member of the

but also throughout all the

who came {0 know Qnd love

dence, Mo. He had 155
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Fedglings

We solicit contributions for this column
youth of our churc

Basic Morality

By William L. Hopkins

from the

Two of the most perplexing bits of advice that dis-
rupt our thinking, as young people, are for our parents
to either tell us that “loder on we will understand,” or
when | was « kid we didn't do things like that” At
least once in our youthful days one or both of these
statements have been thrown ot us. “Mom, can't you

ee that times have changed? If I did those old fash-
oned things, «ll the kids would loaugh at me.” Yes,
I have had the same problem of making my parents
understand. We all are cought betwsen what our
moms ond dads want us to do and what Bill or Mary
would like us to do. I we do what Dad said was right,
then we will be the laughing stock of the gang. If we
follow Bill's suggestion then we end up ot home for
the next three week ends! Why don't they understond?
Well, maybe they dol Mavybe it is our fault as young
people. What are we explaining to our parents? Too
many times we are on the wrong track, wasting their
time and ours. It is not really what Mary or Bill wamnt
us to do or Mom and Dad either. It is the wish of
someone else, and that is God. He is the One who
really counts. I we take His advice we will follow
cur parents as we should and we will set the example
for others,

God's wish is that we all be like Him. Not just ¢
few nice things come from Him, but everyihing thai is
right has been given by God. Among these things
which He gave us as guide lines is the atiribute of
BASIC MORALITY, that is, the right kind of doing to-

ards evervone vyou meet.  Morality is the proper
ctions of one man to another with respect to God's
law. God has given these rules, if vou piegse, to us,
in order that we might not only get long with our rela-

tives and iriends but that they can be used as iools
to help us here on earth,
Basic morality is the bi lggest pro blem in our human

" of nuclear bombs or

society. No, it is not the "scare’
the high price of food, it is E}W trouble I have in getting

along with vou, you with me, and both “f us with God.
But why do we need n“orcﬂs'? What is real reason
for hoving basic morality in our iwas? I is very diffi-
cult to understand why we rust “abhor that which is
evil and hold fast to that whm‘q is CJOud unless we
know why we must hate bad and love good. The cn-
swer is given o us in very s ,rrpks and easy o under
stand terms. I God so loved us, we ought to love

one cnother.” It is because God is kind, gentle, and
graceful to us that we should follow His wishes., "We

love because He lirst loved us” (I John 4:19). Now if we
love God we will keep His commandments (John 14:15)
We will think day and night about His laws and ws
will keep them if we redally love Him (Psalms 1:1-2).

So when we practice morality, we take on o part of

God. Ewven so, the Bible does not spaak of "morals’,
"morality,” or "immorality” in so many words. But do

not be fooled; the Bible speaks of morality as right
eousness and immorality as sin. A Gospel preacher
recently lamented the fact that sins are sugar-coated.
He even grieved atf the lazy hazy attitude some psych-
ologists have dabout sin.  Instead of sin, they would
rather call it merely psychological maladjustment.
How many times have you heard of a voung woman
caught in the act of adultery tagged simply a social
misfit? For a young man getting drunk, we would
rather call him a sick inebricte. How unftair it is {o
make our friends think that we turn our heads, and
pretend not o see immoral acts, and then turn right
cround Cuxd wallow in black sin curselves!

Basic Morality for morality's scke is not enough.
I we carry this atfitude around with us, we begin to
use morality as a personal tool for self gain. Likewise,

is life that can really have m@fmmq will be o farce
cmd a sham. Spiritual meaning in God’s morality for
man will reap eternal benslits for both vou and vour
society.  Morality for morality's sake will disappear
suddenly when, some day, we will wake up in another
world and find that our self ceniered "goody-goodi-
ness” will not help us. Rather, it will judge against

us.

ey

With cne reason {(love) for observing God's morality,
we now move to a few others et us see just what
con happen when people become immoral, and treat
their friends wrong. In 1962, arresis of young people
under 18 vears of age went up 4% over 1961, This
18 and under age group commitied 43% of all the
major crimes in the United Stades.  This definitely
says one thing: il a young person commits a crime and
knows he is doing wrong, he is surely responsible for
knowing to do right. These staggering figures not only
embarrass the moral yvoung people, but they CHAL-
Not very many times is it

At Hmes it is diffi-
om domq wrong. That
vf to sel the ex-
- . { vour elders.
’\/‘s/h::z o T*w"c who say it
cannot be aionc» cre fbv ones Who would not do it even
il it were esasy. They are the onss who m“qrcﬁe vou

and me in society as “troublesome teen-agers.” Would
it not be wonderful if they too would tcke up the chal-
lenge of basic morality?

More than o challege, basic morality is responsi-
bility. A whole soci’—*y of 180 million people (ot in-
cludin g the rest of the world) depends on whether we
of the load. Do not let any "know
er cmly, people are watching us s

sart of the world. We have a load
just as big as anyone

LENGE ev@,ry ywurrg Qd*‘]i

you
to shoulder j

else. It iz about
own work., The only way io do this is

o pmc‘ﬁi«,; good old honest basic morality!
it is 1 when one of vour classme ates

cheats or
is being immoral o you, yvour irier

a test. H 1ds, the
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teacher, and himself. But the graver part is when your
classmate does not care if he cheals or not.
not shouldered his load. He has not dared to toke up
the challenge. For the young man or lady who decides
not to take the basic morality as their social ethics, they
would find that being honest and fair to their irends
is just g drag. For them it is o dead weight that they
only carry around in order to get what they want.
Again, it is sad to see a friend that has been deceived
into thinking that his own set of morals is fine. He has
found that he can stay out late at night against mom's
wishes and yet be considered a nice man, truthful to
his home. Tragic still, is when he begins to think him-
sell right, that his morals are not wrong, but just o
different type. "'The morals of the world do not save.”
By the term "save,” I mean both from the joil house
and from the Devil, Some of our "new society morals”
may not commil you to the penitentiary but will cer-
tainly send vou to Hell. God is unchaonging and His
laws of good ond right conduct likewise do not change,
No matter what the "society rules” say, if vou do vour
friend wrong, vou will suffer by God's laws.

Lastly, basic morality is an invesiment, not as o
tool for self-gain, but, as o tool for successful living.
Time and time again some voung successful business
man with a fine home and a wonderful wife, raising
his own teen-agers will tell the world that he could not
have succeeded without God's basic morality. He first
learned to treat all his classmates as important people
and alwoys respected each one. He never judged
them out of order but always humbled himself. Later,
his good clean attitude toward living and doing busi-
ness brought the respect of his working companions.
But the greatest success story of his youthful career

o of mind, that he has friends who
him as a creature of God. Yes, basic
us ws young people con do greai
community, personally and collectively.

It is easy to read off o big list of do's and don'ts for
yvoung people. But do you really think that it needs 1o
be done here? We all know o general code of good
onduct one with another and it hardly seems appro-
pricie to coge us in with some "thou shalt not’'s.”  Mor-
ality is not negative,  But remember: God has reveal-
ed to usg in the Bible (the Book of Mormon-—FEd.) all that
we con do in order that we may be perfect in His sight
im. 3:16-17). It is the most positive guide that has
The Bible is the very best

ever been glven io man.
place to read our instructions for right living with man.
It, and not this carticle, is sutficient to light the true path
to pure morality, All these integral parts of basic mor-
ality that we have discussed in the last few minules
1 in the neverdo-be-forgotten words of Jesus,
ou shall love the Lord your God with all yvour heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your strength and
with all yvour mind; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOUR-
SELF” (Luke 10:27).

T
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Teenagers Talk

by Christian Publishing Co.)

vitable that those who undertake despotic
actions shaoll bring upon themselves the disasters which
overiake de ismn, ond suffer the same fate as they
have inflic on others.—Isocrates.

Education is not “received.” It is achieved.
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