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Sernvice
As day's dawn-gilded shafts revive the earth,
Rirds, singing, build in budding bush and tree,
And mvy heart joins their lightsome madrigals

For duties here to be perlormed by me.

Today holds all the blessings that [ crave;
Y

1 shall not pass it in o stupid ease,
But share my good with others on the way,

And seek the fears of others 1o appease.

Although each morning brings new tasks to me,
I still rejoice that [ have work 1o do,

Theat 1 was called to serve o little while,
And in this service my own strength renew.

Clyde Edwin Tuck
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EDITORIAL
CAN WE TURN THE TIDE?

There is o great movement in the world today io
ear down the bearriers between clean, wholesome liv-

ing and the unrestrained lewdness that is rapidly over-
comi morality  like an  uncontrollable cancerocus
growth,

seek io escape the blame by

ronouncements as “We never did
; which may be partly true; and vet
sprang ;an great flesh pots of America
"Broadway', "Hollywood”, "Vegas” and of
irge the New Orleans Mardi Gras!  They were under
he "Roading /" s”, though xheir activities
1shed up in pOhk, soctety”, But today
life is rapidly becoming accepied in our
s oof mmmbl‘“d emotions, lusts and pleas-
alled “"ministers” not only condone
te this unbridled "way of life” {(but
it by a different name “'the way of
stands display and p“{ifﬂ to all
e, {ilth, trash and de-
fashion, (under the
m of hc press or "ort”) materials thet
n smuggled from "under

th af in my duy
from what era

such as

our modern
that 43%
iﬁ@d by voung
Bui it is UJQV

statistics o

country locks ot the
! with horrfu, i

lasboratories

of ne mdes everyone over 21 whﬁ womis
in; is sessed with urge to "LIVE". There CI"<
few theaters that do not run socalled “Adulis Only

/ 1
I i n

no decent moral person would ahemq.)

1

ur new stonds and theaters {(Indoor and Drive-In) are
rapidly being tumed into ultra-modern {ond efficient)
crime schools. They are winked at by most of society,
copied by too many class room instructors (not alwoys
without the knowledge of school adminisirators), touted
by nearly all mass communication media, advocated
from behind many "modern day" pulpits and naturally
copied by nearly ol of our impresionable vouth.

It ig therefore very sasy to say, "It's all because of
this generation of teen-ags delinquents”’, and forget
they are being taught by the example of the exploited
degenerate escapades of past gensrations from Adam
to the prcmm They pay both hard ecrned as wall as
"easy’ money to the great moguls of “sexdom and
crime’”, to learn the "wisdom” of Socdom and Gomorrah.

Bul it ig no foult of ours. We either don't own «
T.V. or censor the programs that are undesirable. We
don't go fo movies or at least not the bad ones. We
don't buy “ﬂhoge” magazines and "kids never read

newspapers' .

But from the kids next door,

school or

“those” boys or girls
somewhers, they learn!

By now I can hear most, if not all of vou, saying,
"You sure paint a black picture”, and vou will be
right! The picture is black; cnd ahea d of us is a very
narrow course, froth with pitfalls and danger on every
side; not only for curselves, bul for loved ones and
friends as well.

To steer and navigate this course to safety beveond,
is one of the greatest tasks we have and we can not
accomplish it alone. It will take the full, constant, con-
certed and united effort of every interested soul we
can reach or contact. Even then, though cur numbers
wers great, foilure would be inevitable if we had to
rely only on human wisdom and ingenuity. We shall
need all the aid we can beg from o merciful God.

Have you ever stood in the deep surf of an incoming

de and waiched as o large breaker forms, rises above
your head, the white cap iopple, crash down over

you, @W%%p you off vour fset helpless and tumble vou
high on the beach, breathless and exhausted? 1 have.,

The tide of Satomic power building in the world today
is on its way in now. You and I, if our eyes are u‘OO’l
and able to perceive what is going on about us in the
world, should be able to rscognize that very Icn“qe
reaker, (of tidal wave proportions) forming up in every
vhase of 1 fe todary; but this breaker will break in pieces
and destroy the very soul of all who iry 1o withsiand
it by their own strengih.
Some will say at this point, "But whet cbout
Atom, Hydrogen and Cobalt Bombs, destroying powers
it the 'cold wars' all over the world get out of hemd?”.
And to you I say os do the Scriptures, they can onls
destroy the physical body which shall soon pass on no
matter whether wars come or go, but that force and
power which destrovs the soul is the real denger.

4

conviction that Satom has desianed
nﬁlmu and wars Qb a sm >E<C SCT
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destruction of man's soul. This con be his only redl
victory over memkind.

But what con we do to tumn this tide of immorality?
So for as the world is concerned nothing.  All Scripture
tells us plainly that the world will be as Sodom and
Gormorrah, in the last days, drunken in immorality,
blasphemous, and in every sense wanten.

But as for those individuals who are sirangers in
this world, as was Abraham, who sought all his days
for o "city whose builder and maker was God”, there is
hope and much work to be done.

There is hope IF, they are willing to make the sac-
rifice: that is;

Lay aside self ambitions,

Lay aside conentions and sirife (no matter what
it's over).

Be willing to labor side by side with those who
may differ with us in some things,

Learn to enlarge on the good in people instead of
the bad,

Lay down our life, but no so much as sirike out,
for principles,

Be twice as sirict on ourselves as we are on others.

"Doth a fountain send forth at the same place
sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree, my
brethren, bear olive berries? Either a vine, flgs?
so can no fountain both vield salt water and
fresh. Who is a wise man and endued with
knowledge among vou? let him shew out of
a good conversation his works with meekness
of wisdom. But if ve have bitter envying and
strife in vyour hearis, glory not, and lie not
against the truth.  This wisdom descendsth
not from above, but is earthly, sensual, dev-
ilish. For where envying and sirife is, there
is confusion ond every evil work. But the
wisdom that is from above is lirst pure, then
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be in-
trecded, full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the
fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them
that maoke peace.”—James 3:11-18.

When we can discipline ourselves in these things,
we will begin o approach the place where we can be
used by God io help turn the Batanic tide from those
who shall be found faithful in these the last days.

We must begin, if we have not already started, io
live as examples worthy 1o be followed by our young
people; Learn to live such o lile with an aftifude of
joy and zest, and not os though we were over-bur-
dened with on unwanted load to becr as serfs oand
slaves.

When we can show our young people that living
a Christion life is o joy {(or indeed it can be) and not
a burden, we will not see them partake of these things
of the world so readily, but will find even greater couse
to rejoice in Christ with them.

We must become on humble, God-seeking people,
not separated one from another by sirife and conten-
tion, for as we read in 1 Peter 5:5-7:

"Likewise, ve younger, submit yourselves un-
to the elder. Yea, all of yvou be subject one to
another, cnd be clothed with humility: for God
resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the
humble. Humble vourselves therefore under
the mighty hoand of God, that he may exalt
vou in due time: Casting oll your core upon
him: {or he careth for vou.”

It will not be the high and houghty who find favor
in God’s sight, but only the mesk, humble and chaste
shall inherit eternal life.

R A W.

[
A WEDDING
Martin-Dunning
Miss Betty Martin, daughter of Sister Ray Martin of
Collins, Missouri, becams the bride of Mr, Harvey Dun-
ning on the evening of Saturday, July 10, 1865 ot the
Fast Independence Local of the Church of Christ (Tem-
ple Lot).
The couple will make their home in Deepwater, Mis-
souri.
We wish success, happiness, and the blessing of
God to be with this voung couple as they journey
through life together.

INERTIA

Those who have studied physics have become
familior with the word, “inertic.” It is the tendency of
o motionless body to remain at rest, or the tendency
of a moving body to keep right on moving.

To make it clear, have vou ever seen men push
a stalled automobile? You know how hard it is to get
it started, but how much less effort will keep it moving,
once it is in motion. Well inertia makes that cor
hard to start, and hord o stop once it is moving.

So vou see inertia is g very practical and impor-
tant thing. We spedak of it everytime we say that the
hardest part of a job is getling started.

Inerfia can be elther vour iriend or vyour enemy.
If vou have enough energy io gst yourself started on
omy difficult task, it will keep vou going., On the other
homnd, it will fight hard to keep vou from ever storting.

Once you understand this thing ond what it does,
you will be better able to deal with it. Waich out for
old inertial

—Cheer

e
CONGRATULATIONS
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Hedrick are the proud par-
ents of a new son, Robert Joseph, born July 1, at the
Independence Sanitorium ond Hogpital, Independencs,
Missouri.
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NOTE: We solicit articles for this department written in an affirmotive

manner,

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE THE OPINION OF THE AUTHOR AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE
TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH OR THE OPINIONS OF THE EDITORIAL STAFF.

An affirmative ariicle is one in which o beliel, or an opinion, is expressed, and evidences presented io support that belief.

PEACE OF MIND

Elder Donald Mclndoo
WO”L* l’ii;ﬂ to read this morning from some of the
ritten by Apostle Poul as he was specking to
@mbvrx of ih:—z church, just like curselves, giving to
¢ ww they should think and act,
was o promise. These are

2y 7 ;)[

rarl

unto oil men. The Lffffd is ot ha’qﬁ Be care-
ful for nothing; but in t—VCWThHKJ’ by praver

> with thanksgiving let vour re
made known umo God. And the
> which passeth all undersiand-
all L;@V vour hearts and minds through
] Fi ﬁ’}] v, brezhre 1, whoisoever
ver tunt% re honest,
! "'usi what
sever things are lovely, what-
e of good report; i there bs
> bﬂ any praigse, think

wrw tormey

$l iy e
HISOe ings

{soer

2,000 vears ago, He wo l

us foday. And how fitting 1

He exhorted them o put into

1 speaking certain virtues: He

eir minds those things that

He assured then ih@t if
es va thei

ﬂ,il
C_f
AR

J\ﬂ)\

o same word
uoub D

hat by following
s and rules, thm there is an
An outstanding sxample
boy who was in my
wraged by his
ts who knew him to pul
laws that govern good
ery voung lod,
different
ed to foilow,
2T @ud he was smoking two
iaily, and since he waos with-
ion most of the day (md night, his
v oof 8o ond doughnuis.
sleep onvy night

room ot

teachers ane

Beccuse of the paitern of life that this boy had es-
iblished, by the time he was 14 vears old he had
taken certain characteristics that were slanding out
and were adversely affecting his life. He was sulfer
ing from mamuinu@m in the midst of plenty. He was
. wecok and undernourished. He was irri-
Ecr’;ﬁe andd mmble» to apply his mind to the task at hand.

His emotions were consionily of the brecking point.
And so this boy, by ignoring some of the laws of hy-

giene ond health, had set o patiern that undoubtedly
will follow him all the days of his life. He never was
able, and it m my considerate opinion thot he never
3 1@’ be able to reach the mental and physical stature
which *za was intended,

]—‘« we lock at the history of man's dealing with his
Creator and his Heavenly Father, there is one thing
that S:”’l s to stand out above everything else. When
man follows the laws of God, b%essi‘nqs follow his dav.
When b@ ignores God's laws, he reaps trouble and so
row and never reqaches 11 s highest and best potentlal.
of us were o maoke o list of
the qood ‘ihuzgs, the gualities and attributes that we
would like to have in our lives, I am certadn that the
list would be o long one and that many things on that
list we would have in common. One of the foremost
ms on that list would be "peace of mind”, the quality
which Apostle Paul promised ito all who would order
their lives in harmony with the universal laws that God
ast@bl’l%hed to govern mankind, both s individuals

nd as 'thv“‘ of the world., Peoce of mind is one of
i lessings we could wish for in any age.
i/hri:s’t Himself promised His followers such peace in
} words from 5t John 14:27;

> 1 leave with vou, mvy peace [ give
unio you; not as éhc worid givetn, fzivev I unw

art be troubled, n er

to yvou. Let not vour t
it be alrcdd.”

Wi I*“ﬂf* peace all other ble s’qas would lose their
sevor and beauty.,  What good is physicol healt
man who has not peac—*‘- of mma? What good would
i o have great iglent of ons sort or another i o
WGS unsure cf himself and his place among his
e things may be enjoved i peace
d that peace of mind is promised

hto o

even in the i&c::\ of world calamity or personal hard-
ship if it is sow;mt and accepted as the gift of God.

i He 1 2¢l Kencr is an admirable example
obtained against almost unsur-
Jer life became beautiful, ussful

and me f\mngf il des pl@ the cruel foct that she was
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without sound, without speech and without sig hﬁ She The psycholo @usfs 7“11 us r}»m :

found in her Heavenly Father the strength to ov
these multiple dzﬂcowqq“xﬁms and the {aith 20 rise
above them and to live o rich, uselul life, calm and
accepting God's gift—peace of mind., Shs

Il be an inspiraton io the whole world as long as
histories of people are kept.

Anocther example is the life of Paul who was sur
rounded constantly by danger, by threat, by tempito-
tion, by persecution fro ﬁ’msn who reviled him ond
would have taken his very life, and vet he was able 1o
write such words as these:

b
m
(‘\
Q
&
=
©

gerene i

"For God, who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, Ha?}‘ S’rfme:d in our
hearts, to give the light of the wladge of the
glory of God in the fuce of }’\,bus Christ . .
we are froubled on every side, vet not dis-
tressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, bui
not destroyed; . . ," I Cor. 4:6-9.

ote from an article in the Nov,

entitled "Pecce of Mind” by Dr.

Here is o brist g
1962 Readers Digest,
Joshua Loth Lebman:

“But all the sireets of the world are teem-
ing with everyday men and women who muti-
late themselves spiritually by selfcrificism;
who go through life committing partial suicide
—destroving theilr own ialents, encygies, crea-
tive gqualities.”

Perhaps we have experienced it foo—the sacrifice
of peace of mind io {ollies and disobedience.

Eminent psychologists have stated that with the
help of our religious belief we can do four important
things to have pecce of mind. The men who affirm
this have gained international foame through their con-
tributions io science. One recognized as o leader in
the field of psychology has said this;

“Thave never returned a momn to his norma"i
solf without bringing him back o God first.”

And so we say that with the help of our religious

beliefs, there are four important things that the psy-
chologist, the scientist, the Apostle Poul ond Jesus

Christ would have us do

First, they would have us reclize that we hove o
responsibility toword ourselves az well as io others
They would have us realize that a part of this responsi-
bility is that we must overcome feelings of inferiority.
Do you have feelings of inferiority? Do 1 have them?
Does the man across the street have them? Do the
leaders of our nation have them? The psychologisis
tell us that evervone feels « sense of inferiority ot
Hmes; that oll suffer at such times over some mistaks,
some deleat in their past—sometime when thev've
been ridiculed, criticized—+times when they "31% of little
value and importance in the world, and unable to meet
the challenges ond responsibilities of lile.

and are often o

: ﬁ:CC and doing o
courags, one of o time as m Vv
responsib towards our loved oznm"

to assume them wi
come along-—

our work, cur church, our religious life. By o doing,
we can become the kind of es

people that we &'Vn\i
we see whnen we look of others croun s L
We see in others only the exierior. We
the feelings hidden beneath their exterior
actions, nor thelr doubts oand fears which they have
overcome in ordsr {o accomplish the fine things we sse

o

would have us cccept

ourselves are we really are.  And what ars we, reclly?

A combination of strength ond weakness, and we must
recognize this foct  Paul says that we must study

curselves, know our strength ond our weakness, cnd
realize that as long as we ore olive we have 5“9 op-
porfunity to grow ond o chonge., Poul would hove
us not be burdened by past misiakes, but to change
them into successes. He soys in Philippicns 3:13-14:

. this one thing I do, forgetiing those

things which cre behind and reaching forth
unto  th things which are belore, 1 press

toworfi }e« mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

This iz our responsibility—ito accept the foct that
we may not have an abundance of tolent, but doing
our best with what we do have. As we do th

Qur

personalities will change and ocur copacities will in-
credse,

“"iird the psychologists would have us to be awore
man's relation bhipfi with }";ss weavenly Foather—ihot
th@f’@ are t we must renounce in
to have othe m@y ond completely.
jw,:'s one philosopher said, it is not alwoays Mui o matier
of renouncing the bad things in life an leaving ’mf\
good things, but occasionally we ore confronted wi
ne

the necessity of having io clmose between good ﬁ'ungw
that we must have an ideal in life, must have o direc-
tion toword which we wish to go ond we must

nounce all those hmq% thet would hinder us; tho

would keep us from ciaining the goal %hz:ii wez "ﬂavo
For example, teenoagers sometimes

is very easy to il in and out of, that

change their friends and Cf*)mpcﬁmo&zg@ but as

mature they must

é}zf“y have t

fr e

ihﬂy
realize that in order io find real love
center thelr lile and their cffections cround
ust one person. And the person thaot fﬁsw 1‘0 do i

is but a child. He or she might be o child
but a child nevertheless,

Finally, the psychologists would have us realize
t?wi everyone of us has o number of fears in our lile
cnd that we must seek fo master them and to realize
they are « hindronce, not a help, in offe g merhurity
and success in life. Ones poet said ‘T is o wild
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horse and needs a Hght rein, and io live well and
effectively, a man must learn to master it

Some of our fears are conscious. Some are subcon-
scious. We fear ridicule and criticism. We fear to act
because we are afrald we will make mistakes., All
fecr has the same affect. It erodes the mind, the per-
sonality, the aclions, the effectiveness of anyone who
harbors it

How shall we master fecr? One thing is to reclize
that most fears are groundless. They have no basis
in reclity. Some of ug can see this in our sxperiences.
We feor criticism when everyone concerned might be
very understanding and helpful if we but made an en-
deavor to try to do something. Yet we sit back and
do nothing because of that fear of criticism. Sometimes
we fear punishment, when no punishment is forthcom-
ing at all. Sometimes we work ourselves o a point of
hysteria over some health problem, when the frouble,
if quickly and correctly caught, could be successhully
cured. Yet psople continually let their fears keep them
away from the source of cure until something is serious.

Thers is an old saving thot says, "Fear knocked
at the door. Faith opened it. And lo, there was no
one there.” That is frequently the case.

Today our nation is faced with o grave crisis, much
graver, perhaps, than any we have had to experience
gince the days of World War II. The consequences
may be more farreaching them the Korean conflict. The
nation is faced with critical decisions. The leaders of
our nation but a few davs ago feit that it was going
to be necessary for us to embark upon a course to deter
these heathen nations that have determined to see the
destruction, not only of this nation, but of Christiomity.
It should be the burden of our prayer end thought for
everyone of us that our leaders at this time be directed
by divine guidance, and that both the leaders and the
people of cur nation realign themselves with the laws
that govern our spiriiual, mental and physical well be-
ing. And then shall our faith be justified that God has
set this nation to be o free lond among the people of
the world and that He will keep it so, as long as we
keep ourselves aligned with His spiritual laws.

Meomy in our nation are fearful today perhnaps as
never before. They feel thal we are surrounded by
fearful and enemy nations, which is true. | find, how-
ever, a counterpart in history. In reading the writings
of the psalmist, David, we see that the children of Is-
rael were just as surrounded by fearful nations as we
are today. This is what the psalmist says in the 56th
Psalm:

"Be merciful unio me, O God: for man would

swallow me up; the fighting daily oppresseth
me., Mine enemies would daily swallow me
up: for they be many thal fight against me,
O thou most High., What time 1 am aofraid,
T <will trust in thee . . . Every doy they wrest
my words; all thelr thoughts are against me
for evil. They gather themselves together,
they hide themselves, they mark my steps,
when they wait for my soul.”

Is this not the case today? Now I find no solution to
our political problems and crisis, as [ read here in
this scripture, and vet I find « personal solution. 1
find a solution for you, ond you cnd you and for my-
self, ond for any man or womom, he be small or of
political importance or the leader of a great nation, that
will help him keep that sound mind, that will enable
him to withstand ol the trials and tempiations which
might ever come upon oany people.

The psalmist, David, after speaking about his ene-
mies began to speak 1o his Lord, and he says:

“But the Lord shall endure forever; he hath
prepared his throne for judgment. And He
shall judge the world in righteousness, he
shall minister judgment to the people in un-
righteousness. The Lord also will be a refuge
for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.
... The heathen are sunk down in the pit that
they made; in the net which they hid is their
own foot taken. The Lord is known by the
judgment which He executeth; the wicked is
sncred in the work of his own hands . . . The
wicked shall be turned into hell, and ol the
neations that forget God.”  Psalms 9:7-17.

Whether it be this nation, whether it be USSR or
Cuba or whatever nation on the face of the earth, if that
nation fails to align itself with these great resources,
it is setting the snare for itsell.

There is personal solution in these verses in all
times of trouble.

"The Lord also will be a refuge for the
oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. And
they that know thy name will put their trust
in thee: for thou, Lord, hast not forscken them
that seek thee.” Psalms 9:9-10.

And this is our solution. If we would overcome the
fecrs that so easily beset men—if we would have that
peace of mind which is beyond the understanding or
the explanation of any, then we will avail ourselves of
this opportunity: to have charity: to exhort and pray
io our heavenly Father daily, in times of trial or de-
cision, and to exercise an overwhemling faoith in our
heavenly Father—a faith such as Paul had when he
wrote these words:

“Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? shall tribulation, or disiress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nokedness, or peril, or
sword? . . . Nay, in ol these things we wre
mors thom conguercrs through him that loved
us. For I cm persuaded that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”
Romans 8:35-39.
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¥ nothing can separate us from the love of our
heavenly Father, who can horm us? Who can take
away the peacs of mind that He would give us? Who
can supplant it with fear that erodes and decays, if we
stay our minds on Him?
—Hemd of Fellowship
R—

HERO OR COWARD?
Ralph W. Loew, D.D.

"We huddled in a corner of the basement while
the winds howled, the storm sounded as though freight
tfreins were roaring overhead. Then I was aware that
rain was seeping through the floor. It was the first in-
timation that the house was gone.! Stories such as
these have been rampant throughout the violence of so
momy tornadoes this Spring. These are records of me
and women who are suddenly caught in the terror of
the storm.

Out of these momenis come stories of incalculable
heroism. Doctors worked around the clock without
thought of giving in to their tired bodies. Mennoniies
came by the busload from Pennsylvemia and Ohio,
immediately seiting up their shops and rebuilding
homes and bams. They didn't send lefters soving,
"Let us know if we com do anything.”

In contrast there were also the vulturous. Within
minutes looters were combing through the wreckage
One grief-stricken man crrived ot the site of his home
only to see a man walking off with o television set.

In what must have been the height or depth of
ghoulishness was the experience of one who found
his father flattened against a tree, while ¢ man was
busily secrching the dead man's pocket for his wal-
let

The people had sullered from an impersonal wind
and now they suffered impersonal callousness.

It's o tornodo that rages in each man. & hero
and the coward, the saint and the theilf, the peaceful
and the violent are all housed together. "Within mv
sarthly temple there's o crowd, there’s one that's hum-
ble, one that's proud . I T could only determine
which is mel”

So on otherwise kindly mon can mouth horrible
prejudice.  So o gentlewoman can Slaugh&zw her neigh-
bor verbally. Even St Paul could lament, "The good
that 1 do, I do not. The evil I would not, that Tdo .. ..
O wreiched maon that I am, who shall deliver me?”

Erich Fromm has written of mankind, "In spite of
all of his technological and intellectual progress, man
is still caught in the idol worship of blood ties, prop-
erty and institutions. His reason is still governsd by
irradfional passions. He has still not experienced what
it is to be fully humaon.”

There are strong winds that buffet @ mom and he
soon knows whether he has that quality of foith which
encbles him to “stond fost” In such moments we re-
ice when we know that faith and courage which

i

assures that "light brecks through where no sun
shines."—Used Through Permission of Independence
Examiner.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
Apostle Arthur M, Smith

{The iollowing article was being prepared of the
time of Apostle A. M. Smith's death and is the last
article he wrote.)

When Christ was here on earth He established a
Church. This was not g building of wood or stone, but
a group of His followers who had bsen baptized by
immersion. This was not t‘ae Cru rch of John the Bap-
iist, who indesd had b‘— en sent of God, "to prepars the
way'. Neither was it the (:;»mch of Peter, nor of Paul,
nor of Apollos nor any other of His followers. It wos
Christ's Church; He was its head. 7. .. even as Christ
is the head of the church . ..” (Eph. 5:23).

We find Christ telling His disciples who were with
Him when He came into the coasts of Cesarea Phil-
ippi that He would build o church, for He said io Peter,
Y. . . upon this rock I will build my r%ur v ond the
gates of Hell anH not pr@vcn‘ against it (Matt, 16:18).

That He did organize His church iz evident from o
number of Scri ptuml uotations, . And the Lord
added to the church daily such as should be saved.
(Acts 2:47). "And great fear came upon «l 1 the church,
nd upon as many as heard these things.” (Acts 5 13

A*zd at that time there was great persecutio
g the church which was }@Tl}.i}fdv;u,” (Acm
8:1 again "And when he had found him (Poul), he
broucght him unto Antioch. And it come to pass, that o
whole vear they assembled themselves with the church,

and taught much people.”” (Acts 11:26).

¢ churches we have called vour of-
tention to? We answer; they were the Church of
Christ. As evidence we turn to Romoms 16:168 and read:
Smut@ one another with an holy kiss. ’7’} churches
of Christ sclute vou.” Now these churches were or-
ganized groups of the saints, through whorm Christ in-
tended His work of salvation should be carried m (he
people. The church was a necessary help ond guide
for each individual seeking 1o walk the norrow way

which leads to life. Admission to Christ's church wo
by baptism in water, and He set the example E:Jm%“h
by receiving bapﬂsm at the hands of John.
were thus received into His /“hurﬂh, became heirs of

What were thes

Those w

W10

salvation if they accepted His wav of lile and became
like Him. (Mot 8:33).

There were various officers :
Christ, with specific duties to perform:

to pass in those dczy% th a* H« (Chri ;
mountain io pray, and continued ol mg‘ht in prayer io

God. And when it was day, he called unto him his
disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he

named apostles;” (Luke 6:1 2~13).

Again, "And he gove some apositles, ond somse
prophets; and some evan qehsﬁs and gome, pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the Saints, for the
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,” (Eph.
4:11). We want to give yvou one more evidence of the
manner in which Christ built His Church, "Now ve cre
the body of Christ, and members in portculer. And
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God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secon-
darily prophets, thirdly teachers, . . .. (I Cor. 12:28)
Now we know there are some who believe that the
prophet is higher than the apostle, but it was not so
in the Church of Christ as He, Christ, built it in the days
of the New Testament. The work of a prophet is func-
tional (A prophet is one who prophesies or foretells of
events, this is the function or exercise of the gilt of
prophecy. Ed) and not official, while the work of the
apostle is definitely official. {An official is one who is
appointed or slected o an office. Members of the
priesthood functioning in their respective callings or
offices perform official acts. This is especially true of
apostolic office, since they are called and set apart o
be special witnesses of Christ and have the oversight of
all the churches. Ed.)

Now these officers Christ placed in the church for
a dual purpose. They were not only to preach the
gospel, but were also to walch over those who joined
the church, even as shepherds of the flock, guiding
them in the way of salvation and guarding them from
the "wolves' which might enter the fold. These officers
were headed by the apostles, and from the Scriptures
it is evident that the Lord intended there should be liv-
ing apostles continue in the church, . . . Till we «ll
come in the unity of the fuith, and of the knowledye
of the Son of God, unio o perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ; That we hence-
forth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of docirine, by the slight of
men, cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
receive;” (Eph. 4:13-14),

There were prophets in the church that Christ or-
ganized when He chose His Twelve Apostles; in fact
the Apostles themselves were prophets; it had been the
custom for God to deal with the Israelites in the Old
Testament days through the prophets; He ot one time
told them He "would” do nothing, but He revealeth His
secret unto His prophets. Those prophets received the
revelations as the people needed divine help. We are
sure the Savier had no thought of leaving this newly
organized church, without proper guidance and instruc-
tion from heaven.

Soon after the crucifixion of Christ, and His ascen-
ston, we have an incident that proves that it was the in-
tenfion of Christ that the organizafion of the church as
directed by Himssll, should continue, for alter Judas
had died, which made a vaceney in the Quorum of the
Apostles, there being only eleven, some concern wus
felt as fo what should be done; what was the intention
of the Lord, in such an eveni? So the Apostles met with
the scints {there was about one hundred and twenty
of them) to consider what should be done, ond Peter
stood up and said, "Men ond brethren, this Scripture
must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost
by the mouth of David spoke betore concerning Judas,
which was guide to them that tock Jesus. For he was
numbered with us, and had obitained part of this min-
istry.”” (Acts 1:16-17). "For it is written in the book of
Psalms, Let his habiiation be desclate and let no mom

dwell therein: and his bishoprick let cmother toke.

Vherefore of thege men which have companied with us
all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among
us, . . . must one be ordained to be o witness with us
of his resurrection.” (Acts 1:20-22.) So they chose two,
Joseph and Matthias; and after moking it o matter of
pravyer, they cast lots as to which of these two should
be ordained to the Apostleship which had been made
vacont by the decth of Judas, and the lot fell upon
Matthias, and he was ordained to the Apostleship, and
once again there were Twelve Apostles.

Now let us notice that Matthias was the thirteenth
{13) apostle, and he was chosen after much prayer of
the saints and the apostles, indicating that it was their
understending that there should be aways twelve in
the Quorum of Apostles. But let us consider this matier
of what should be done #f another should be token
who had not lost his cpostleship by tromsgression?
It was only « short time after the crucifixion that per-
secution became quite severe, Steven was stoned and
because of this persecution the Church was scattered.
Apostle Andrew seems io hove disappecred first
from among the apostles then came James the brother
of John and we read; "Now about that time Herod
stretched forth his hand to vex the church. And he
killed James the brother of John with the sword.” {Acts
12:7-2) and then only a short time after this and we hear
no more of Thomas or Bartholomew, and we wonder
what will be the result if a few more should be re-
moved? Our thoughis go back only o few short vears
cnd we hear Christ saying to His disciples, ”. . . I will
build my church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail
against it ond we wonder if He has so soon forgotten?
Our {aith leads us o secrch still a while longer and
then we read; "Now there were in the church that was
at Antioch, certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas
and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene
cnd Nancen, which had been brought up with Herod
the Tetrarch, and Saul, as they ministered to the Lord
and fasted, and the Holy Ghost said Separate me Bar-
nabas and Saul for the work whereunto [ have called
them.” (Acts 13:1-2).

Now notice, this was the work of the Holy Ghost,
the same that had been present on the day of Pentecost,
and now through this agency of prophecy it was giving
direction in the selection of two or more 1o take their
place in this Quorum of Apostles, for we read still fur-
ther, "And when thev had fasted and prayed, and laid
their hands on them they sent them away,” (Acts 13:3).
Here we find the work of the prophet, used . . . . {or the
work of the ministry, . .. (Eph. 4:12) and see the selec-
ting of more apostles to fill this Quorum, that they may
go an even {o the time of the end or "Till we all come
to a unity of the {aith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the siature of the fullness of Christ:” (Eph. 4:13).

So prophets were placed in this church; it is quite
evident that he duty of these prophets {and notice it is
prophets, more thoan one) was purely functional, the
same as it was in the ancient times when the Lord
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spoke through His p‘roo}*@t% to the House of Israel of the ministry, for the edifving of the body of Christ:
directing them as the need might be; this was a safe- ' th ity the faith, ond of the
guard in that day, but the Children of Israel failed ~d, o c:( pe i’€(*“ man unio
heed the warnings given and were dri i ~f the fullness of Christ

lond of promise. Likewiss in the days of the
and if vou notice how many times the apostle &
warnings against the many influences that would lead
them away, such as the "leaven of the Pharise
12:1). And then Paul tells them that he knew that after
his departure, grievous wolves would em::r the flock,
leading maony astray, just as the apostles of the Church
of Christ are waming in these davs, irving to safe-
guard the church against false doctrine.

> the officers were not vyet p‘i@fc@d in the
church ot the time of the crucifixion, but were added
,wm’i‘@ for which we find in the first
ter of Acts, "The former freatise | made, O Theo-
pniius of all that Jesus began both 1o do (md teach,
Uniil the day in which he was taken up, after that he
through the Holv Ghost had given commandments
unto the aposiles who he had chosen:” thus we are

given the reason the apostles went forward to fill the
; ”
Now Paul taught the Ephesions as follows: "And he  Quorum of Twelve Apostles, each time there was a

{Christ) gave some apostles, and some, prophets, and ‘mey made by the death of one of the apostles
5011, C“VGUQ‘EMS{S, and somse, pf\iSJthg and zv{lcﬂ"‘ﬁr‘" for some would do TWCTY with Qp@sﬁ@g, and some

the perfecting of the saints, {or the work of the 1
, 1l we all come in the unity of the fcn’{h R
(Ep’n 4 11-13), and since we have never come to such
“unity of the faith”, it would seem that the nee
these officers is sHll quite necessary; Poul goes
turther and tells us that since we hove been baptizec
by water, that we are no longer strangers . il
eigners”, and should not be “tossed o and fro o church was allowed fo stay in Jerusalem, for persecu-
carried about with every kind of doctrins.” : tion by the Jews and later by the Roman Government
them thgy are . . . . fellow citizens with the saints and was 50 severe, that ﬁ:q acrints m(} e not meet in large
of the household of God and are built on the
tion of the aposiles and the prophets, }rﬂ 1S
the corner stone . .. ." (Eph, 2:15-20).
Still again we hear Apostle Poul teachine
inthicm saints how carefully this church that
builded, was constructed, and he likens it
man body, with all parts fitted together in
each member functioning in perfect o

would refuse to accept the prophets, saying the "Canon
the Scripture is full, why ‘then the need of o prophet?”
And owuxh,r will say, "We speak where the Bible
and we have Ih“ w*orrb of the Twelve Apos-

or A’J miﬁ eren t men who served
e during the 37 vears that the

on the day of Pentscost, vet

er more ﬂ“c“l the Twelve Apos-
\,ounc*ll at any given time. The
that to have more
apostles, would be k ut an evidence of
to the hu- apostacy. Now the ]

names of those whom we feel sure
lelelo upl »d the Councils of Twelve Ap@aﬂ{—}S who were
Hed fmd placed in this council after the twelve that
he says, . . . the body is not one member, butl many.  were chosen by Christ before His crucifixion, are James,
If the oot shall any, becouse I am not the hon [ Lord's brother, Silvanus, Tlf’l@’fl sus, Andronicus,
not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? opollos, Barnabas, and Matthias,  All of these
the ear shall say, because [ am not the eve, | an or spoken of are in New Testament in such a
h

the body: is it therefore not of the bf\dy'?’” (I Cor. L way as to show they were occupying in the Council of
16). Then he taught them that as each port was essen-  Apostles,

tial to the body, just so sach oz’;.m;r ond member are Now in o short time, a space of about 20 years,
essenticl to the church. No one con say, I have no an of the il twelve had been killed, But there

need for theel” Neither can the true church say it has  were others who had been ordained and had be@n
no need for the prophets or apostles or any of the offi-  numbered with the ADQS*I% such as James, (the Lord’s

cers set in the church by our Lord and Mas Silvernus, Timotheus, Adronicus, Junic, Ap-
Now if we liken the churches o? today

twenty-one who had served in the

£

Foidey]
/NOL
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which Poul tought in I Cor. 1? 28, and can find in Church of Christ that Christ had organized. At the
church those things which Poul said God m/fi pla the Church was driven from Jerusalem in the

vear 70, only Apostle John and Motthew were left of
iginal twelve Christ had chosen. Matthias olso
41l living; so was Barnabas, Silvanus, Timotheus,

there, and we quote: "And God hath set son
church, first apostles, secondor!
teachers, after that miracles, then

is f“f h’\C{' ing

governments, diversities of tongues, “orp us, Junic and Apollos.  And this brings us to
we might go a bit further and turn to

fourth chapter  the « of the history of the church so far ag the Bible
of Ephesians ond the nth th ough the 1 5 3 the saints who were in Jerusalem
oman army coming, remembering

verses, we will find Pmi NOUMes 80me more
t had given them, fled and thus es-

£
1
R

L

which were placed in the church, "And he gave

apostles; and some, prophets, and some, evangelists:  coped the slaughter of the Jews by the Romans, but we
and some, pastors and teachers;” and as we read on m lind muc) 1b:: Dubs}“qub,i history, of the times

officers

LIS

we lecon the object of placing t e able o trace the downiall of
church, "For the periecting of ihu saints, for it ] hurch, ;hi\/uqu the history of the Christion Church,
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it being much aff‘mr the puﬁ@rﬁ Paul told them of, "Take
heed therelore unto 25, cand to all the flock,
over the Wh‘ h the Ho Ly uriosi hath made vou over-
seers, to fead E‘“ Church of God, which he hath purch-
ased with his own blood. For I know this, that ofter
my departing shall grievous wolves entfer in among
vou, not sparing the flock. Also of yvour ownselves
shall men mic@, specking perverse things, to drow
away disciples after them.” (Acts 20:28-30).

FROM A LETTER
. O that God's children of faith in Christ Jesus
rmght b: in the fullest measure also children of peace
and love, Desiring o continuous peace with the God
who loves us and keeping it by the cl%an%mg of cbhedi-
of faith in the work of Christ is essential . . St
Paul's words: "if we judge ourselves we shcrh no’r be
judged”. Somehow I feel that when we leamn to walk
uprightly with our God we shall also be able by His
enablement to walk in o loving peoce toward our
brother; regordless of how angered and forceful our
brother's attitude may be toward us.

SIce

We need God's wisdom to see the signs of our own
personal lack and need and we need the power of His
redeeming love wommq m us by the Holy Spirit to
humble ourselves to the will of cur Father above,

The moment we Isel selfish pride, resentment, forult
finding, ond unkind attitudes swelling within us, we
ought to be alarmed more than when driving down a

busy sireet and suddenly see « situation arising
Y Y
that might cause serious physical harm. In noturdl

crisis and danger we immediately are alarmed ond
surrender all ocur forces io deoing the things that will
avold bodily injury to ourselves and others. Why can
we not be so wise in the donger of spiritual conse-
quence?

How often we reject our Master's admonitions just
because we will not count our old self "dead indeed
unto sin” and surrender in every circumsiomee o let
the new life in Christ Jesus live and move us always
toward rzgmecusnm g,

w

Have we pul docirine dhead of love? Have we
learned 1o speck the "truth in love?” Do we have the
love toward our brother (whom we feel is in error) io be
humbly patient to allow them Hme io come o under
standing? Do we have faith in our Father above that
He is able 1o work in the heart of our brother emd bring
light to our brother's mind? Christ is the light and
life of men and His spirit brings grace and truth to
those willing to receive i, yet }aow oftenn man has step-
ped in and tried to do the on{ f the Holy Spirit. And
surely it is the beoutiful and lovely fruit of right oiti-
tudes and deeds, the lifle of Christ being live through
us, and the fruils of His spirit seen in us thot draws
men closer to Christ and His rightecusness, and not so
much our arguments, and head knowledge of the Bible,
our warnings, and threais which we ore inclined to
substitute for the love of Christ which we so often lack.

If we could only remember how merciful, patient,
long suffering, and forgiving our Lord has been with
us, perhaps we could realize that we as God's sons in
Christ have no right to be otherwise with our brethren.

O that we could each kneel down with Christ's love
in ourhearts and humbly pray in sincerity of heart, "that
‘We' may all be one, that “We' may be perfected inio
one,” Jesus' WOrdS in the 17th chapter of John are
worthy of note, "And for their sckes [ sanctify {(con-

ecrate) mysell, that they themselves may be sanctified
in truth” and with this thought put His words,
love one another as [ have loved vou.”

“Sanctify them in the iruth: thy word is truth”. It
isn’t the head knowledge of the written word that sanc-
tifies and separates our hearts and lives into one body
unto Christ, but the living active, Spirit breathed will of
God abiding in our hearts, controlling our desires, and
motivating every action. [ do belisve we are often
guilty, I know I am, of substituting o head knowledge
of the words of God for a heart {aith which is a vield-
ing obedience to the acting will of Ged upon our hearts
by His Spirit.

A head knowledge of God's word exhaults self
pride, but o heart experiencing the gracious will of
God in surrendered obedience humblss the soul and
fills one with love towards God ond maon.

Are we willing to have that love of Christ which
by His own example teaches us that we are to have
that love which Lompmib us to consecrate, to set ocur-
selves apart wholly to do Ged's will, that through our
sanctification in Christ, our brethren maoy be drawn in-
to the fullness of light by the power of the Holy Spirit
working through us.

Christ's words would have meont little
His living the truth of which He spoke.

Do we try to elevate our own stemding by pushing
down a brother and walking on him or freading on one
who has stumbled. We do not get closer 1o God by
standing on our brother nor do we help him come
closer by fault finding. Or do we love cur brethren so
much that we are willing as our Christ, to lay down
our lives, if need be, that thev might come closer io
God?

Do I prove myself right by showing others my
brother’s faults? Or am 1 just proving how weak | am
in that T must judge and criticize a brother to make my-
self appear better?

How often I have thought, "until 1 become periect
I am in no position to find fcult wiih another; and i 1
were perfect, [ would never do i#." Yet to lay down
self pride, hurt feelings, self justificaton, ste., calls one
to a true test of reckoning ourselves dead indeed unio
sin but alive unto God through the work and working of
lesus Christ for us and in us by His life and Spirit.

Are we willing fo eflect upon ourselves Christ's
judgment for us in giving His life, or do we have to
bear God’s physical judgments and chastisements un-
til we are made willing to submit io be made rightecus
through Christ's death of judgment for our sin cand

apart from
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condemnation? Are we learning and knowing by cbe-
dience of faith in Christ “that our old man was cruci-

fied with him, that the body of sin might be done away,
that we should no longer ba in bondaoge to sin?”’ "For
he that hath died is mﬁ: d (freed) from sin.” We can

only serve Christ "in the newnes s of ﬂ 1e Spirit’” ag we
by {aith vie 1d@cmf~ss keep self in the death state, under
the sentence and judgment of de tk ught upon it

in Christ's death for us.

If we would only be as harsh, condemning, and
strict to put our old man in its place QLJ keep it thers
(crucified) as we try to put our brother in his place and
under condemnation, how different t‘qmgb would be.

Rut often rather thean bringing ourselves under the
sudgment wrought upon Christ for us, we let the old

man, self, rise to bring condemnation and destraction
upon others. Truly we can see in this the cunning of
Satamn, the old serpent, raising his ugly head as the
ceccuser of the brethren.

When we hear from our lips words of criticism, con
demnation, and hurt, then it should be a sign to us to
bring ourslves to o deeper, fuller consecration that our
lives may become stepping stones for our precious
brother to come closer to God rather than becoming
stumbling blocks because we refuse to keep our old
man crucified with Christ. If we ore too weak to keep
self in ploce, how do we think to put cur brother
siraight?

O that we might love our brethren so much as to
lay down our very lives lor them when they're
against us so that by our act of obedience to the love
of Christ, others might become more righteous because
of Christ's love in us.

¥

. It is so true that it is only together as one in
Christ we become perfected and not individually apart
from our brother. Thevy cannot be perfected apart from
our loving faith obedience nor we apart from theirs

May the Lord gulde and keep vou
Himself, and in vour nearngss to Him 1 shall be streng-
thened,

In His love,

Stephen L. Brown

R

THE BOOK OF MORMON STORY
Continued |

Nephi, the vounger brother, wers commanded of
the Lord to build o %hir“ to carry the people across the
weters. He showed him where io find ore th which
to make tools to construct the ship. Althot had
never built o ship, the Lord morrwed o m
how to build it. Nephi made o bel

om last month

sking

of beasts to blow the fire o melt the ore. Lord
had not alowed them to moke many fires as they

journeved in the wilderness, for He coused their
meat and other food 1o be sweet so it didn't need

cooking.

Nephi's brothers, Laman and Lemusl, ridiculed him
for building o ship ond refused to help him. He re-
minded them of how God had blessed them aﬁc»r they
left Jerusalem. This only made them angry and they
threatened to throw Nephi into the sea. Then Nephi
scid, “In the name of the Almighty God, 1 command
vou not to touch me, for I am filled with the power of
God, and whoever lays his hands upon me shall wither
as o dried reed.” For many days Nephi's brothers
would not touch him for fear they would die, but
Nephi was commanded to touch them so they would
receive o shock from the Lord and thus be convinced
that the Lord was with him. After this, they helpsd
Nephi finish the shlp

They put forth to seq, being driven belore the wind
toward the promised land. After many days they
forgot what power had brought them thus far on their
iourney and Nephi's brothers and their wives began

io make merry, with dancing « ﬂd b‘l“%l q, specking
with qr“(ﬁ rudeness. They bound Nephi with cords
when he tried to reason with them. Afte N?phl WS
tied, *h@ compass refused to work and they bscame

w\xv frightennied when a great storm arose and tossed

he ship about. On the fourth doy the storm became
worse and Laman and Lemuel realized that God's
wrath was upon them and they must repent or surely

die. They untied Nephi and he was tble once more

to use the compass oand sieer the ship. He prayed
for the winds ic cease; and QHCI many days they
sighted land. At last they had reacl d the promised
land, which we know as the Am Tic a land choice
above oll other lands, whers those whg live must

e (God or when they b@come ripe in iniguity they
swept off,

fn
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> Lord commanded Nephi to make
ore on which to kesp o record of his people. Nephi
iold the people that these records should be handed
down from one generation to onother with o record
of God's dealings with them. After 30 vears in the
land of promise, Lehi, the father died. Nephi's brothers
again begon o rebel against him as their leader and
the Lord told Nephi to tacke his family and all thot
would go with him into the wilderness. He also ook

plates from

the sacred records which they had brought from
Jerus and the plates which he had made from
the ore. Afler many days they piiched their tents in

o land they called Nephi,
Those who iollowed the leadership of Laman were
called Lamaonites, and becouse of their wickedness

it e Lord caused a curse o come upon them, turning

their skin dark and He decreed that they would always
ba o qdm peopée unless they repented of their sins.

other land observed the lows
and comman drr@nt;s of God and became o very happy
people who had God's blessing.

¥

he Nephites and Lamanlles wers ”Qmmu”hy ot
war, 5o long as the Nephites ren rrbﬂmd God they
were protected from the ;L”mamz 25, but when they
forgot to serve God they sufferad ot the homds of the

Lamaonites and finally after dwelling in the land of
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Nephi until about 200 B.C. the Lomanites succeeded
in driving them out. Thev traveled to the north where
they united with the people of Zargnem;a who had
left Jerusalem only o few vears after Lehi and his
fomily had fled. The ifwc peoples united and were
nown as the Nephites. They were if*uqht *“h% WY
of truth and rightecusness by men of Go ho went
from city to city teaching them. Their z@cords were
kept on the plates as Nephi had been commandsd
to do and passed down through the generations until
they were given to King Benjomin who was o good
and just man.

King Benjamin had established peace in the land
and he began to grow old. He conferred the kingdom
ubon one of his sons named Mosiah ond gave him

the brass plates, the plates of Nephi, the brass ball,
the sword of Laban and all the sacred things. King
Benjamin gathered the multitude of people togsther
so he coula speak to them. He reminded them of
God's blessings QDQ the need to keep ol of the Lord’s
commandments., "And agaln my brethren, I would
call vour attention, for [ have somewhat more to speak
unto vou: For behold, | have things to tell vou, con-
cerning that which is o come; and the things which
I shall tell vou are made known o me by on angel

from God For behold, the time cometh, and is
not for distant, that with power, the Lord Omnipotent
who reigneth, who was, and is from all sternity to

all eternity, shall come down from heaven, among
the children of men, and I dwell in a tabermacle
of clay, and shall go forth amongst men, working
mighty miracles, such as healing the sick, raising
the dead, cousing 10;11@ to walk, the blind to re-
ceive their sigl to hear, ond curing
all manner o© shall cast out devils,

or the evil spirits which dwell in the hearts of the
children of men. And lo, he shall suffer tempiations
and pozm of body, hunger, thirst, and fatigue, even

more than men can suiler, except it be unto death . . .
and he shall be called }@SU$ Christ, the Son of God,
the Father of heaven and earth, the Creator of all
things, Irom the b@q*nm*zg and lo, he cometh
unio his own, that salvation might come unto the
children of m even through f{gith, on his nome; and
even after «ll this, they shall crucily him. And he
shall rise the third day from the dead; ond behold,
he stondeth to judge the world. And behold, ol these
things are done that a righleous judgment might come
upon the children of men.”

Alma, who was o descendant of Nephi,
throughout the lond esiablishing churches.
people believed what he told th-e—*n and repented and
were baptized in the waters of Mormon by Alma and
they were called the Church of Christ. This was 478
vears from the time Lshi had lelt Jerusalem. Alma's
son, Alma, an unbeliever, sought secretly to destroy
the church. Alma was much concerned about his son
and prayed thoat God might show him the wrong he
and hig friends were doing. An angel of the Lord
spoke io Alma and his friends in o voice of thunder

=

traveled
Momy

which astonished them so they fell to the earth. He
said, "This is my church, and [ will establish it; ond
nothing shall overthrow i, save it s the transgression
of my people. Behold, the Lord hath heard the prayers
of his people, and also the prayers of his servant
Alma, who is thy father; for he has prayed with much
faith concerning thee, that thou mighiest be brought
to the knowledge of the truth; therefore for this purpose
have | come io convince thee of the power and au-
thority of God, that the prayers of his servants might
be cnswered according io their faith. And now I say
unto thee, Alma, go thy way, ond seek to destroy
the church no more, that their prayers may be an-
swered; and this even if thou wilt of thyself be cast off.”

From that time forward, Alma and his friends went
about sse k"nq to repair the damage they had done to
the church. The church grew and the people prospered.

The N@phite were iought the way of truth and
rightecusness by men of God, who went from city
to city teaching them. When they served God He

cared for and protecied them against their snemies
but when they forgot Him and wondered away, dv
struction {ollowed.

Th\, Lomonites as o nation did not believe in God,
but Nephile ministers went among them and converted
some of them. Those who did accept the truth re-
mained firm and steadiast against evervthing that
came against them.

Among the {aithful Lamanites was o prophet named
Samuel and God sent him to warn the Nephites of their

wickedness., Alter he had preached repentance among
them for many days, the Nephites became very anary
with him and cast him out of the country. But the Lord
stopped him oand sent him buack ogain. When the
people would not let him enter the city, he climbsed
upon the walls and prophesied many things unto them.
He told them unless they repenied of their evil ways,
they would be destroyed. Four hundred vears would
not pass away until destruction would come upon them
if they did not repent.

Then he said unio them, "Behold I give unio yvou a
sign, for five years more cometh, cnd behold, then
cometh the Son of God to redeem all those who shall
believe on his name.” A sign wos o be given, so that
everyone throughout the land would know theat the
Son of God was born, There would be great lights in
heaven, so that in ht before his coming, thers

the night
would be no darkness—it would be as bright as day.
One day and o night and a day as i it were one day,
though the sun went down it would be as bright as
noon day, There also would be o new siar in the sky
————— one brighter than any they had ever seen belfore.

A

Those who did not believe in the words of Saruel
were very omgry and threw stones and shot arrows at
himm—but the Spirit of the Lord was with him and they
could not hit him-—they sought to bind him but he cast
himsell down from off the wall and fled back to his
own couniry.

Many people believed the prophecy of Samuel and
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began to look forward to the birth of Christ. At last the
sign was given of His birth., When the sun went down
there was no darkness, many who had not believed,
fell to the earth in astonishment that Samuel's prophecy
was being fulfilled. A new star appeared in the heav-
ens and the people all over the land knew that Christ
had been born. They began io fear because of their
sins and unbelief and repented and believed in Christ.
Samuel also told them of another sign to be given
at the time of Christ's death. ”. . . Behold, in that day
hat he shall suffer death, the sun shall be darkened
ond refuse io give his light unto vou; . there shall
be no light upon the face of this lond for the space of
three days, to the time that he shall rise again from
the dead, . . . there shall be thunderings and lightnings
for the space of many hours, . . . the earth shall shake
cnd iremble, the rocks shall be broken up;
. there shall be great tempests, . .. mountains shall be
laid low, highways shall be broken up, ... many cities
shall become desclate, graves shall be opened,
emd shall vield up many of their dead; When these
things have come to pass, Christ shall be resurrected
from the dead ond all who believe shall be saved,
and upon the unbelievers will come o rightecus judge-
ment.”

After the sign had been given that lesus was
born, most of the people were converted and for
awhile there was peace throughout the lond; except
for a few years when they were bothered by a group
known as the Gadianton robbers. They were able to
overcome them and for a while they prospered.

About thirty-three y%{*m after the birth of Christ,
a great storm coame and ol the things that Samuel
hod prophesied came true and it coused the people

to wish that they had repented.

The voice of the Lord came to them saving, "O «ll
ve that are spared, becouse ve were more rightecus
than they, will ve not now return unto me, and epent

of your sins, and bv converted, that I may heal vou?
Ve, verzl/ I say unto yvou, if ve will come unto me, ve
shall have eternal life. Bef‘dd, mine arm of mercy is
exiended towards you, and whosoever will come, him
will T receive; end blessed are those who come unio
me, Behold I am Jesus Christ, the Son of God. I cre-
ated the heﬁvens and the earth, all things that in
them are. 1 was with the Father from the beginning, |
am in 1hg ?mbor and the Father in me; and in me hoth
the Father glorified his nome.
and my own received me not.
cerning my coming, are fulfilled.
Atter Christ spoke the people were so
that there was silence in z’:w lomd for
Again the voice come, "0 ve people of the house
of Isrcel, how oft would 1 }?qvm gathered vou as a hen
gathereth her chxckens under her wings, and ve would
not.” The voice continusd to plead with them to repent.
Nhr) remcined wept ﬁcjr their dead; but after
days passed, their mourning turned ?.O joy
cnd Ihey gave praise io the L@ d for sparing their lives.

IY"!""

I came unto my own,
And the scriptures, con-

astonished
many hours

O

sther about the
looking at the

Az the people were gathered ¢
temple in the land Bountif

o

desiruction of their roads and the terrible damage from
the storm, when they he
WS

eaven which

d small, and
">ppad to listen. At
w m@ mlrd fime it

nf‘i‘t‘ﬁcr Hotrsh nor lmid

am VJCH pl ::CISL“Q Hear ve h;m a

Thev locked steadiastly toward heaven and behsld
o man descending out of heaven; and He was clothed
in ¢ white robe, cnd He came down and stood in the
midst of them, and the eves of the whole multitude were
turned upon Him and they durst not open their mouths,
&v >n one o another, and wist not what it meant, for
they thought it was an angel that had gppeared unto
them. And it came io pass that He SiTCU"h@d forth His
hand, and spake unt KH; people, saying, 'Behold 1
am Jesus Christ, of whom the prophets '%a& d should
come into the world: »Jml behold I am the light and the
life of the world, and I have drunk out of that bitter cup
which the Father hath given me, and have glorified the
Father in taking upon the world, in the
which I have suffered the will of the Father in «ll things,
from the beginning.”

When iell o the
ecrth, { ‘zc:zt Christ
should ension inio
heaven,

to them, 'Arise

1,

Jesus said and come forth unto
me, that ve may thrust yc* r hemds into my side, and
also that ve may fsel the prmt;; of the nails in my
hands, and in 7 my feet, that ve may know that I am

d the God of the whole earth, and

the God of Israel, an
have been slain for the sins of the world.”

in
H
that this ”ﬁs
prophets shou

gone forth, cnd had wiinessed
did cry out with one accord,
1 be ; nome of the Most
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them in the water, ond come forth cgain ocut o
water.”

Christ spoke unto His disciples, the twelve whom
He had chosen, as He laid His hands upon them, “Ye
shall call on the Father in my name, in mighty prayer
ond after ve have done this, ve shall have power *acu
on him whom yo shall lay vour hands, ve shall give
the Holy Ghost; d in my noame 5@011 e give i, for
thus do mine aposties.”

He told thcm many other things about His gospel,
the same as He had tcught the people in Jerusalem,

When Jesus had finished His ieachings He asked
them if there were any sick or maimed or diflicted in
any manner and fold them to bring them to Him and
He would heal the

And it came to pass that He commandsth that
their little children should be brought .
their little children, one by one, and blesse
prayved unto the Father for them. And w
done this He wept again, and He spcoke 1 ?0 MT; mul-
titude, and saith unio them, "Behold your hd;c ones.
And as they locked io behold, they cast their eves io-
wards heaven, and they saw the hecvens open, and
they saw angels descending oul of heaven as it were,
in the midst of fire; and they came down and encircled
those little ones about; and they were encircled abou
with fire; and the ongsls did minister unto them, and
the multitude did see and hear, and bear record; and
th@y know that their record is true, for they all of them

did see and hear, every man for himself.

Alter {ho blessing of the little c%ﬂurq;
commanded His disciples that they shot
some bread and wine unto him . . . He
and wine and commanded that mmy sho lf* QUJ . anc
he commanded that they should give unto the mul
tude . . . and give it unto the people of my churc
unto all those who shall believe and be baplized in
my nome this shall ve do in remembrance of
my body.

After Jesu

He ¢ .)C@Dd';

Dp

had instructed them about many things

tions o
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of the church and C
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not re cv* the scr
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hirty-four vears passed away and the disciples of
asus had formed o Q;‘nurcn of Christ composed of bap-

ed members and ordained ministry in all the lands
round about.

oy e
1]

Four hundred vears after Christ was born the people
became wvery wicked., There was continual warlore
be«,ivfécn hc Lamanites and Nephites. The Nephites

~ sstroved except for Morond, who was the last
person to write in the records. When he finished his
writings | :d the instructions his father, Mor-
mon, had 1 from God-—io hide up the records
unto the Lnd M sroni hid the sacred records in the
ecrth so v would be prrsarved io come forth in the
latter davs to convince both the Jews and the Gentiles

he Christ, the Son of God.

that Jesus is t

"Is that the end of the story, Mama?”

“Ne, Ecr our Book of Mormon foretold
y ‘fhis very day in the world.
a little of the story though

written so long ago. DL member that some day
will f\-z‘um ?o His sheep to periect {hem in doc*~

ts a long time since | wrote « letter to the Advocate,
) ,
but however lo it is, we never fail to read the Advo-

We are delighted to know that the Church is now
on the move and maoking good progress.

We were very sorry to learn of the passing of Apos-
tle Arthur M, Smith. We have a lot to thank him for,
cg he was the means of bringing us together as mem-
bers once again, our deepest <ympathy is extended to
his widow, Sister an e Smith, and fagmily. Although
we know that o lot of death and apostasy has taken
j 7 organized, we are not discour-
aged, but we do feel it sometimes. However we shall
] ' clier the «*-’“-uu@rad members, who
eel very much of home on our visits.

fatthiul as ever and makes us feel
mbers of the Church

ontyates passed away on March
own o B“*mer and Sister B. C

at her hom She was buried ot

%1 ter (Gill of Gloucsster nesd our

failing in health.

Nmf:n has been our privilege 1o
slory of God. We hope soon

to you.

wmd to the slides from Brother
oly Land to help us in our Mis-

=

"ﬁ

C. m W h@fﬁorz of the

With «ll good wishes,

Elder Silvanus Mason

#
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Fedglings
We solicit contributions for this column from the
vouth of our church.

PEBSONAL EVALUATION SHEET

Each statement is followed by three posible an-
swers. Check the one which describes your condition.

1. My conversation indicates that my spiritual level
ig high: (1) Always (2) Sometimes (3) Never

2. 1T gwear: (1) Often (2) Occasionally (3) Never

3. Belore passing on a story about another I make
sure it is true: (1) Always (2) Sometimes (3) Seldom

4, B@iore passing on o story about another 1 make
sure it is needful: (1) Always {(2) Sometimes (3) Seldom

5. eff:)re passing on o story about another I make
sure it is kind: (1) Always (2) Sometimes (3} Seldom

6. When speaking of others I say only those things
I would be willing to write out and sign: (1) Always
(2} Sometimes (3) Seldom

7.1 semch for good qualities, rather than foults, in
others: (1) Always (2) Sometimes (3) Seldom

8.1 make fun of the way others speak and dress:
(1) Frequently (2) Occasionally (3) Never

9, 1 keep my tongue undser conirol: (1) Always (2)
Sometimes (3) Seldom

10. 1 "go dlong” with the crowd, even when I think
they are doing wrong: (1) Frequenily (2) Occasionally
(3) Never

11. Recognizing my body is the Temple of the Holy
Spirit, I try to keep it strong through proper care and
habits: (1) Always (2) Sometimes (3) Seldom

12. 1 absiain from "fleshly lusis which wor against
the soul”: (1) Always (2) Sometimes (3) Seldom

13. I refuse to participate in questionable activities:
(1) Always (2) Sometimes (3) Seldom

14. 1 "abstain from every form of evil™:
2 So:mﬂmes (3) Seldom

15, 1 refrain from activittes which would damage
my influence: (1) Always (2) Sometimes (3) Seldom

16. T try to replace poor attitude with healthy ones:
(1) Alworys (2) Sometimes (3) Seldom

17. 1 am o happy person: (1) Always (2) Sometimes

(1) Always

- rateful person: (1) Always (2) Sometimes
(3) Seldom

19. 1 am o« comp
(3) Seldom

20. 1 count my blessings and ask God io help me
have the right attitude: (DEvery day (2) Occasionally
(3) Never

Z21. 1 have a forgiv
tmes (3) Seldom

22. 1 sesk revenge when otherse wrong me: {1) Al-
ways (2) Sometimes (3) Never

23. 1 am made happy by the gccomplishments ond
geod fortune of others: (1) Always (2) Sometimes 3
Seldom

24. 1 have fealir
the accomplishmen
times (3) Never

ladner: (1) Always (2) Sometimes

ing spirit; (1) Always 2) S

DOIne-

ngs of J@(ﬁ@dsy and bitterness over
nis of others: (1) Always (2) Some-

25. 1 look on the bright side of things (1) Always (2)

Sometimes (3) Never

e

SONG FOR JULY

It is good to go out in the bloom-laden fields,
And revel in oceans of skv,
To turn from the hatred and tumult of earth

And walch the white clouds go by.

It is good io {orget the mecnness of men
Who vie in their ardor for gold,

To know that somewhers there are spaces of light
Where virtue and true are not sold.

The bluebirds are wise; they drink in #
Forgetting that death is at hand;

The poplars rejcice in the summer's
July is abroad in the land.

e day,

high noon—

But men have no songs; they toil cmd they fret
As joyless ¢ nd lum as o
It is good to go out in the

To rest in the gardens o

himmenng fields,
CQM
Thomas Curtis Clark

Sunshine Magazine
- ———

Character is higher than intellect—a great soul will
be sirong to live, as well as o think.—Fmerson.

o
One hour of thoughful sclitude may nerve the heart
for day of conflict—girding up its agrmor to meet the
most insidious foe.-—james Gates Percival (1795-1856),

For evervthing ycu have missed yvou have gained
something else; and for everything vou gain, vou lose
something.—Ralph Walde Emerson.

THE LAW OF GROWTH

the greatest things
growth.” A firee grows upwards,
singing out its sermon of growth—an inspiration for
all mankind,  And, when the fruit ripens it drops 1o the

3 3 - e b e 7
eartn cnd ceases o grow. A

The smallest and
obey the "Law of

in Naiure

herself knows no
taches o penalty on all inactivit y She
stondstill 1 s and standstll
flabby. Difficulty and sirife is ’h% g0l
cnd character best flourigh.

its way through the shell.
strength needed for s
cahead.

Because Nature

ke
o)
B
o
7]
&
4]
3
’D
I
el
A

,W)

w} 1Ch sirength

A bcmy ch1cl< must breck
This pecking away develops
survival and growth in the world

‘s web as often s vou will—he'll

stort ot once to bulld another—stronger than beforel
Work cnd growth are twins. We are the sum of «ll
our endeavors. This message is inscribed on sod an
stors alike—it is written oll along the iﬁ’qhway of lile:
Do vou job—help yvour community grow, and you shall
have the power and leadership in your city.

—Chesr

Destroy a spider
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LOVE
“But I say unio vou, Love your ensmies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate vou, and

pray for them, which despitefully use
cute you;

vou, and perse-

That ve may be the children of vour Father which
is in heaven, for he maketh his sun o rise on the avil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on
the unjust.

For if ve love them which love vyou, what reward
have ve? do not even the publicans the same?

And if ve scltue vour brethren only, what do ve
more than others? do not even the publicoms so?

Re ve therefore perfect, even as vour Father which
is in heoven is perfect.”

Medthew 5:44-48

e s

OBITUARIES
Marion D. Gross

Priest, Marion D. Gross passed away May 23, 1965
at the age of 82, in Columbus, Ohio. Brother Gross
was an active member oand secrstary of the Columbus
Branch of the Church of Christ (Temple Lot} for maony
vears. He was preceded in death by his wite Lou
He left to mourn his passing three doughters, Mrs. Wil
licm Maurice, Mrs. Beryl Beaver, and Mrs. Cora Good-
child; and one son, Jocob D Gross; two grandchildre
cand two great grandchildren.

uetia.

Services were held at the Evans Fu
cnd interment was ot Forest Lown Cemetery,

Horland Welkner

Herlond Welkner, 70, an active member of the
Columbus, Chio Brange h of the Church of Christ (Temple
eleven vears, passed away June 7, 1965. He
3 wAh bronc ‘mql prneumonia. He was laid to

n Cemetery, leaving behind only his wile,

Lo f‘uf

in this world is so good as uselulness. It
binds vour fellow crectures to you, and vou to them;
} provement of vour own character and
importance in society, much beyond
il station con bestow.—RB. C. Brodie,

REUNION NOTICES

Tennessee

The Tennessee Reunion will be held on September

5 ot the Puryear local church. You are invited

to attend i’nis reunion and help encourage the Lord's

work in Jm e, You will have Labor Day to travel

1ome on i vou wzgh, but services will be arranged for
abor Day also i desired.

o

e

For further information write to Bro. Rony Overcast,

Purvear, Tennesee
JPO—— S ——
REUNION DATES
Tonnessee—PUrYEOT o e eeeeeoecemeracemnennnsosnes Sept. 4 and 5

ATizon—Phoeri® oo Nov. 28, 27 and 28

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS

Send all orders to: Church of Chiist (Temple Lot), Box 472, Independence, Missouri 64051

Price Each

Book of Commandments—Paper Cover ... $1.00
Book of Commandmenis—ILeatherette
Outline Church History
Book of Mormon—DMissionary Edmom..._.m..w 100
Also Available Postpaid oo 5 for $5.00

Price Each

cok of Mormorn—~Cloth Binding e ccvorrecrnenneeond $2.50

uock 5f ’302‘{1mgzndm@ms Controversy Reviewed....$1.00

There cre o few Books of Mormon available in
ther b’ wding., Please write for price.

NP o
Moroceoo lea

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

INSTRUCTIONS IN OBDERING

Our quarterlies are not doted, but npumbered, bscause they
contain a regular course of study, and if the schools desire to make
this study, they should order the quarteriies oocording to number s0
as to avail themselves of the entire course

been extended up io the present fime. Non

@

vet, complele

1A compliance with the action token af the 1960 Genercd Sun-
day School Associction General Assembly, all publications orintsd
Send ALL orders
ch of Christ

by the Association will be sent free of charge,

to: General Sunday School Association Treasurer, Churc

(Temple Lot Box 472, Independence, Misscuri, 864051

. so far as the study bhas
of the courses are as

Price Each

Primery, Vol. 1, No. 1,Childhood of Jesus........ N/C

I 1, No. 2, Tesus” Ministry. e N/C

Primary, YVol. 1, No. 3, Jesus’ Ministry con't...... N/C

Primary, Vol 1, No, 4, Life of Jesus. e N/C
hool ord Book

uh orrt
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