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“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost”"—1 Nephi 3:187.
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“And behold, I tell you these things that ye may learn wisdom; that ye
may learn that when ye are in the service of your fellow beings, ye are only
in the service of your God.

I say unto you, my brethren, that if you should render all the thanks and
praise which your whole souls have power to possess, to that God who has
created you, and has kept and preserved you, and has caused that ye should
rejoice, and has granted that ye should live in peace one with another;

I say unto you, that if ye should serve him who has created you from the ot
beginning, and art preserving you from day to day, by lending you breath,
that yve may live and move, and do according to your own will, and even sup-
porting you from one moment to another;

I say, if ye should serve him with all your whole soul, yet ye would be
unprofitable servants,

Now, in the first place, he hath created you, and granted unto you your
lives, for which ve are indebted unic him.

And secondly: he doth require that ye should do as he hath commanded
you, for which if ve do, he doth immediately bless you; and therefore, he hath
paid you.

And ve are still indebted unto him; and are, and will be, for ever and
ever; therefors, of what have ve to boast?”

—King Benjamin
Mosiah 1:49, 52-55, 57-60.
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EDITORIAL

As the month of November ushers in the season of
harvest and we begin to reap the results of the labor
of plowing, planting and cultivating; we are brought
to the realization that there were more factors over
which we had no control, bringing to pass these results,
than those which were ours to determine. Sunshine,
rain, wind, warm earth, short nights and long days,
were all of more effect and value than the initial prep-
ation of the fields, though I do not wish to minimize the
importance of this factor in the least.

What iz of great and esseniial importance is that
there is a "harmony of sequences’ brought about by
the One who prepared the sarth for man's habitation;
“__(God himself that formed the earth and made it, he
hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed
it to be inhabitated:—" Isaiah 45:18.

1t is only when we align ourselves with these forces
of harmony that our labor bears fruit, to ignore them
brings disaster. There is a term used in the elsctrical
profession that expresses this alignment called syn-
chronization. When putting an electrical generator "on
the line” where it can add it's product of electricity 1o
the system of which it is a part, it is necessary to find
the phase and frequency of the master generaior, iis
very heart beat, and bring the new generator into exact
synchronization or harmony with it before closing the
switches. Otherwise there is a "bump” and the new
generator is kicked off the line. When the frue har-
mony is found the new generator joins the system
smoothly, picks up its load and adds iis bit to the total.

Is it too much to suppose that God's great universe
is controlled in « like harmonious manner? When we
see the results in the harvest we know that it is so, and
our heart is filled with thanksgiving that a benign
Creator so rules and overrules that we may becoms
part of that harmony.

1t is little wonder then that at this season of the year
we are made conscious of this great power and strive
to express our gratitude for its friendly intervention.

Gratitude is o noble sentiment, it makes glad the hearts
of those who have given, and lightens the hegrts of
those who have received. How minute would be our
concept of the greatness of God if our hearts could not
overflov with gratitude for His goodness.

Many times we have sung the old hymn, "Count
vour many blessings, name them one by one, and i
will surprise you what the Lord hath done.” Certainly
God expects us to have a thankful heart and the Holy
Writ teaches us “OHer unto God thanksgiving; and pay
thy vows unto the Most High;” Psalms 50:14. Paul
also admonishes us, "In everything give thanks, for this
is the will of God i Christ Jesus concerning you.”
I Thess. 5:18.

Everyone capable of thought can find many things
in their lves that evoke gratitude from the depths of
their hecarts. Jessomyn West said: "The minule one
begins to examine one'’s life, to discover what makes
it good, one speaks of love.”

God's love for mankind has brought so many bless-
ings into our lives that we are apt to forget His sustain-
ing hands ond begin to take for granted all the bene-
volent lows of nature established for our wellare,

Not forgetting to be thankful to our Creator for the
harmony of the seasons that bring the golden harvest
of Autumn, let us go on to other things for which we
should be humbly grateful. My list can not be com-
plete, it may omit many things that are at the very top
of your's, but it will provide a basis for us to draw to-
gether in grateful praise of our Most High God.

Let us be thonkiul for: The Son of God, given in
love to atone for the sins of man.

The Gospel of Christ, which is yet not His but the
Father's who sent Him. A gospel which outlines our
duties to God cmd our fellow men, which shows us the
way to life eternal and becomes an anchor for every
storm on lile's sea.

The love of family; which love gives lile zest and
meaning and becomes an impregnable fortress for the
heart's retreat,

The love of friends and fellowship with those who
share our ideals and drecms, which multiplies our
common strength.

For service; that enables us to express in action our
reaction to this abundant love in our lives.

FPor each new morning; that gives us the chance 10
begin our lives anew each day.

For courage; o admit mistakes and forsake error,
he who cannot or will not admit his mistakes cannot
improve, nor take the next step forward.

For health, spiritual, mental and physicall that
mokes it impossible for us to remain quiescent and pro-
vides the growth that will bring us io full maturity of
the understanding of the goodness of God.

For prayer, and the approach it gives us to God,
a man on his knees cannot long remain arrogant or
egotistical,
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For pain and sorrow; that reminds us of our own
weaknesses and teaches us patience cnd compassion
and washes our souls of indifference.

For burdens to bear; that our strength may increass
with our humility,

For all that exposes our own weak limitctions and
forces us to rely on God.

For America and Freedom; of all peoples we should
be most thankful—a land of plenty—a land of oppor-
wnity—a land at peace—a nation with a preponderant
Christian Ccnscgence. How much more we have today
than our Pilgrim Fathers who held the first Thanks-
giving Day, whose loved ones weakened cnd died for
the wemt of a little corn.

For life, and the inescapable responsibilities that
attend this condition.

For all the special individual blessings of which we
alone have knowledge cand for which we should give
thanks not once a year but every day of our lives.

For the divine harmony; that couses the soul of
man to vibrate to the mystic music that comes only 10
those who are in tune with God, and brings them the
serene conviction that God is indeed our loving Father.

The only lasting "Thank-you-God” that we can ever
give is « life of service 1o others. This Thanksliving is
our best Thanksgiving. If we will pause to think, we
will have cause 1o thank.

“If anyone should give me « dish of sand and tell
me there were particles of iron in i, 1 might look for
them with my clumsy fingers, and be unable to detect
them; but let me take o magnst and sweep through it,
and how it would draw to itself the most invisible par-
ticles by the mere power of attraction.

The unthonkful heart, like fingers in the sand, dis-
covers no mercies, but let the thankful heart sweep
through the day, and as the magnet finds the iron, =0
it will find in every hour some heavenly blessing; only
the iron in God's hand is gold.”"—H. W. Beecher.

Ten lepers stood afar off and lifted up their voices
and said, “Jesus Master have mercy on us.” Jesus saw
them cnd told them o “go shew vourselves unio the
priests.”  This they did and were cleansed. One of
them, a Samaritan, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, and with a loud voice glorifled God and
iell on his face at Jesus' fest giving Him thanks. Jesus
asked, “were there not ten cleansed? but where are
the nine?” ’

We would all be a happier pecple il we followed
the admonition: "Enter into His gates with Thanksgiv-
ing, and into His court with praise: be thankiul unto
Him, and bless His name.” Psalm 100:4.

Sad indeed our lot if we are counted among the
nine.

O. A C.

"G give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his
mercy endureth forever.” Ps. 107:1.
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50O GREAT A SALVATION
By Horvey Seibel (Phoenix, Ariz. 1957) -

Texi: Heb. 2:3.

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great a sal-
vetion? Often | have mentioned to people that T would
like to live forever, throughout all eternity, and 1 have
received some surprising cnswers. Some have told
me that they would be bored with eternity but the
Scriptures tell us that the mind of man cannot concelve
of the good things God has prepared for those who
serve him. I have perfect confidence that these things
are great enough that [ will never tire of them.

1 judge from my own experience—when I am in
perfect health and my mind is clear, the most common
place things of life are of interest to me and things like
a beautiful sunrise or sunset, mouniains and streams
that God has made for us to enjoy, have endless
pleasure for me. But when I am in poor health they
all mecm nothing to me. So | am certain that if we
enter into the next life in perlect spiritual health, this
great salvation will never become monocionous 1o us
but will indeed have endless pleasure for us. For
Christ gave up temporarily the wonders and glories
of heaven io come to this earth, walk the sireets of
Jerusalem and the shores of Galilee, and partake of
the common iricls ond tempiations to which we are
subject, linally to die in great agony upon the cross—
to purchase for us so great a salvation. How dare we
count this as nought—when the Son of God gave His
life that we might attain it

But we tend io neglect this salvation by various
means, and one of them is through apathy. We listen
with approbation to the voice of the radio telling us to
go 1o the church of our choice. As if they are all right,
as if all roads lead to heaven, as all roads led to Rome.
Rut this is not true. Broad is the way that leadeth to
destruction and many there be which go in thereat,
but sirait is the gale and ncrrow is the way which
leadeth unto life and few there be that find it All
these churches cannot be right for they tecch various
docirines and various Gods.  And the Apostle Paul
says: “But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel unlo you than that which we have
preached unto vou, let him be ocoursed”  And the
church in the final day is described as teaching for
doctrine the commondments of men, and the men who
tecch the commandment of men shall have their works
burned as it by fire.

Rev. 3:16 says: “So then because thou art luke-
warm, cnd neither cold not hot, I will spue thee out
of my mouth.” This is God speaking, | believe Him
1o be an quthority in the fleld—I will accept His word.

Some time ago in Chicago the students and teach-
ers in a ministerial school were asked the guestions:
Is Christ truly the Son of God and did He rise from the
dead? Fifty per cent of the students and forty per cent
of the ministry denied this fact. How could they have
anything but apathy toward so great o salvation, for
we cre told that there is no other name under heaven
whereby men can be saved except in the noame of
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Jesus Christ.  Yet they do not accept Him. They above
«ll men are most miserable.

There are others who say they are not interested in
doctrines taught by Christianity, different modes of
baptism, the laying on of hands, the various rewards
etc. They are not interested in finding out whether
these things are true or false. They like perhaps to
toke the attitude of the Quakers that these things are
merely the outward sign of inward grace and if you
have inward grace the cutward sign is unimportont
RBut the outward sign is important. God has layed
down certain regulations and it is not for man o
chonge them.

Another way we neglect this great salvation is
through ignorance. We take the attitude of Martha,
being too busy cooking and cleaning the house, 189-
ulating our own affairs, making a living, o be too in-
erested in our soul salvation. Martha complained to
Jeuss because Mary didn’t come to help her but Jesus
said Mary had chosen the better part. We are told
that o man who refuses to support his family is worse
them an infidel and to some that becomes the end of
their religion. These things are important but secon-
dary. We are to seek first the kingdom of God and
the other things are incidental to this great plan.

Some think that if we sin ignorantly that God is
good and just to forgive us, but this merely another
form of excuse—ignorance cannot be made a blanket
excuse. Romems 2:12-14 tells us that because God is
just He does not hold man accountable for ignoreance
he is unable to prevent. A people who hove had no
ministry sent to them but live according to the best of
their knowledge, they will receive as great a glory as
any of the rest of us, for they do the best they can with
what they have. Yet we must alone for our sins of
ignorance. In Numbers 15:27-28 under the law of
Moses the people had to atone for sins of ignorance
by sacrificing to the high priest. And since Christ is
our High Priest today, we must answer to Him. No
one of us is free of this type of sin. We have the Bible
cmnd the Book of Mermon and modern revelations and
if we remain ignorant of what they contain for our
good—we will certainly be held accountable for our
ignorance,

Yes we have the written word. We may say I'm
but o small pebble on the beach—my time is taken
up with the ordinary things of life—I must work—I will
follow religious leaders of the time—I don't have time
to study. Many people believe in doirig just that. But we
are told in Jer. 17:5: “Thus saith the Lord: Cursed be
the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his
arm.” There care over fifieen hundred denominations
in the world, the more wicked the Nephites became
the more churches they built. Yes it takes more than
churches to gain this salvation.

We are told: cursed is he who trusteth in man, how
about the great men of the Bible? They ioo went
astray. David who was a man ater God's own heart
became a murderer and a pologamist. Solomon who
was called of God, emd God himsel came to Him twice
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and talked to him—yet he became sinful and his many
wives led his heart away from God. Yes even the
propheis of God go astray and if we trust in the false
prophets we will be accursed too.

Another way we can neglect so great a solvation is
through weckness. Otlten we say our temptations are
tco many and to hard for us to bear. 1 Cor. 10:13.
“There hath no terapiation token you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithiul, who will not sulfer
you to be tempted above that ve are able; but will with
the temptation also make o way 1o escape, that vye
may be able to bear it

How can we allain this salvation?  First and great
est principle is Faith. "But without faith it is impossible
to please him; for he that cometh to God must believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently geek him.” But we are iold that the devils also
believe and tremble—so there is more to do besides
have faith. We must be baptized. “Jesus answered
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be bomn
of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the king-
dom of God." John 3:5.

Some ministers tell the people they must come to
the cliar—down the old sowdust tredl—give their heart
o God and be saved. There is nothing in my Bible
thatt tells me salvation is a thing of a moment—it is not
just promising but living. Matt, 24:13: “But he tha
shall endure unto the end, the some shall be saved.”
This same thought is repeated many times in the Bible
— which makes it important. Faith and the old saw-
dust trail are not sufficient.

We can do great things through faith but we should
not be lifted up in pride for we can still foll into sin.
Moses led his people for forty years in the wildemess
and performed mony miracles but he erred and be-
cause of his sin he was not permitied by God to enter
into the promised land. Neither can we break God's
commandments cmd expect to win salvation. We have
the story of Uzzah in Il Samuel. He put forth his hand
to steady the holy Ark of God after being warmed not
to touch it and he was struck dead for his error. God
cannot compromize with evil even though he is a God
of love. We must adhere to His commands exactly as
He lays them down.

In Matthew we find the beautiful story ol Christ
when He walked on the waters and when His disciples
scrw Him they were afraid and thought He must be a
spiirt. But Christ spoke 1o them ond scaid: "It is I, be
not ofraid.’”  And Peter wanted to walk on the water
too and Christ bid him come. He did walk on the
water but he became afraid and began to sink and
cried out o Jesus to save him. And Jesus stretched
iorth His hand and said unto him: "Oh thou of little
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”’  In this lifle when
we are about to sink in the troubles that enaull us-——
if we will reach out and take Christ's hond He will it
us—And we can hear His voice echoing down through
the ages: "Wherefore didst’ thou doubt, O thou of little
fqith?”
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When we are tempted to be harsh towards those
who have abused us—when we are iempted to join in
sins because those about us do—when these times
come, we should pause and ask: should we risk so
great a salvation for momentary pleasure? Are the
pleasures of sin for a season, worth more 1o us than so
great a salvation? "For what shall it profit a man, if
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”

NOTICE
As missionary in charge of Minnescia, Manitoba
and Saskatchewan, 1 wish to notify all concerned that
I have appointed Elder Thomas Maley, who is pastor
of the Minneapolis local, as my associate in charge of
the above mission, in order that those closer to Bro.
Maley’'s abode who need Gospel services can contact
Bro. Maley. If necessary he con contact me.
Feel free to contact sither of us if or when in need.
In Gospel Bonds,
Elder T. ]. Jordan
142 Pioneer Village.
Regina, Sask.
Bro. Maley's address is:
615 Sheriden Ave. N,
Minneapolis
Minn.
Phone: JO 8-1919

LETTER TO ADVOCATE

Dear Friends of the Church of Christ:

1 would like to share with you un experience that
has been a great blessing and comfort o me for the
past few years . . . a proof to me that in the spiritual
things, distance has little importance.

Several years ago I had a vivid drecmn from which
I agwakened in o state of great happiness. In the dream
1 was visiting with a sister | had newly met. [ knew
she was from somewhere in Great Britain. We be-
came dear friends, and had {or each other the love
that sisters in the Church can know for each other.
This made such on impression on me that I felt |
should do scmething about it, perhaps wrile someone
1o see if there was some such sister [ should write to.
But 1 did nothing.

Within « short time [ was happy {o receive o letter
from « sister | had never heard of, in Wades, Mrs. Eliz-
abeth Jones. She had heard of me through scme
things 1 had written for children in a church paper.
From that time on we have written to each other. Much
as I would like to mest Sister Jones in person, | have
felt, I know her very well, and love her as much i we
had met. Her lefters have meant a great deal o me.
Severdal times, when we have not written for some time,
we have both sat down and written the other on the
some day.

From the first she has been especially interested in
the work among our Maya people done by our mis-
sionaries. | have sent to her, and she has shared with
others interested there in Wales, the Hrst accounts of
the work of the Wheatons there, later of the Yateses, 5o,

Sister Jones writes me, it was with great joy that she
received the Wheatons inio her home on their way
home from Wales. I know from what she says that
others were truly appreciative, as all of us so long iso
lated are, when they got o visit with them, too.

You can imagine how pleased I was fo get a pic
ture of Sr. Jones standing beside her Welsh cupboard,
filled with lovely heirloom china. And later, as the
Wheatons recently stopped by to visit with us, and to
bring the sacrament into our home . . . we heard «
recording of Sr. Jones' voice, a sweet message to us.
Also we heard the lovely voices of our church psople
there in song and testimonys and had a message from
others in the Church there which has come to mean s0
ruch to me.

We have been so greatly blessed these past few
vears, that at times have been very difficult, in having
our beloved missionaries bring their love and comfort
ito cur home, especially the Yateses and the Wheatons.
I o happy when 1 hear that others are also thus minis-
fered to, and pray a blessing on all in such work, who
follow the prompting of the Spirit, and go where It
leads.

Your Sister in Christ,
Vi Hening.
1132 Aziec, N. W.
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

REPORT OF MICHIGAN REUNION

Saturday, Sept. the 8th, which was the first day of
our reunion, dawned becutifully. In all cur homes,
here in Flint, breakfast went on as usual, except {or an
exira guest or two and of course the fixing ol extra
dishes to coniribute to the noon meal.

Departure for church was quiet and dignified as
usual-—oh! oh! admost forgot the baked beans and pie;
When we crrived at church, upstairs in the church
proper, everything was quiet ond peacelul, down
stairs all was quist and—well, let's put it this way:
downsiairs was fairly quiet and some very thoughtiul
ladies were sefting tables, peeling potaices, husking
corn and dll that restful sort of thing, which makes for
a quiet, orderly, noon meal, which we had, but first
there was prayer meeling.

Perhcaps 1 cannot tell vou everything that transpired
there, but there wers wonderiul prayers and heartielt
testimonies. Qur pastor, Robert Eddy had thoughtiully
hooked up his recorder with microphone so thal those
of us downstairs working could hear and be o part of
the meeting. There were only thirty some in alien-
dance but those who were there derived much strength-
ening.

After dinner we heard a sermon from Brother Don
Housknecht, speaking of the lalling-olf of fellowship,
among other things.

Sunday morning we had socrament service.  This
seems to be the most enjoyable time of all—with dll
dus respecis to the speakers of the reunion. But in a
prayer meeting all get to lake part and fesl each othur's
thoughts, wecaknesses and sirengths—members sup-
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plying each what the other lacks, as a body of mem-
bers should. Brother Harold Pollack (who had formerly
been called to be an Elder) was spoken to through
Brother Clarence Wheaton in reatfirmation of that call.
Brother Emory Pinder witnessed with him.

After dinner we heard from Brother Harold Pollack,
who delivered o good, down to earth personal type
sermon. Brother Clarence Wheaton then spoke 1o us
us in a thought-provoking sermon. [t was food for all.

Our business meeling went quistly, with some dis-
cussion of a suitable place and time for the reunion
next year. Attendance this year was amall. For one
thing, Flint is not centrally located in Michigan, though
we have fine facilities for handling the medals and
guests. For some it would be a long distance to come
and especially hard for those with little children. The
new commitiee for the reunion plan to give us a better
and more up-to-date notices next year and we hope i
it is held before children are back in school that many
others will attend. Our reunion notice was in the Ad-
vocate so far in advance this year—perhaps some for-
got when it was 1o be held,

Everyone here enjoyed the Heunion. It's oo bad
vou missed it. We missed seeing you—and you-—
you especiallyl

May the Grace of God be with you,
Sister Juanita Opper.

REPORT OF THE TENNESSEE REUNION
By Sister R. R. Robertson

On Saturday and Sunday, September 1st and Znd,
a Reunion was held at the local Church of Christ at
Puryear, Tennessee. It was pleasant to greet our
friends from distant places as they gathered in {or the
reunion. By Friday evening most of the saints had
arrived. Bro. A, M. Smith, being the first to airive, re-
quested o preparation prayer meeting, which was held
on Friday evening, He took charge and a wonderiul
spirit was with us to unite us together in friendship and
love,

The sweet spirit of peace, as has been promised,
was with us there on Saturday morning as we gathered
for the opening of the two-day Reunion with prayer and
testimony service at $:30 A, M.

Bro. John A. Sweem delivered a wonderful mess-
age at the 11:00 o'clock hour at 2:30 P. M. another
splendid sermon by our young elder Joe W. Kidd.

Saturday evening, Bro. Leon Yates spoke on ihe
iruthfulness of the Book of Mormon, illugirating the talk
with archeological pictures token in Mexico, Dach
word and picture gave testimony of peoples of long
ago spsaking from the dust

On Sunday morning at 10:00 A, M. there was Sac
rament service, In these services we ssem 1o come
closer to God. The spiritual blessings we enjoyed were
o real feast. Al gave testimony of the sweetl peucs
of the spirit that was enjoyed throughout the service

At 2:80 in the ofternoon Bro. Archie Bell delivere
o oulstanding message cnd Bro. Smith delivered the

concluding sermon on Sunday evening. These mess
ages should sink deep into our hearts and give us a
stronger determination to serve God with all cur heart,
soul, and mind.

We were blessed with having three of the Apostles
and their wives with us, Apostle A. M. Smith, of Ava,
Mo., Archie F. Bell of Independence, Mo., and Leon
Yetes of Mack's Creek, Mo. The guests that came
from distant places were: Bro. and Sr. L. M. Sarratt, of
Collins, Mo., their son Roland from Independence, Bro.
and Sr. Ray Bryant, and their son Gerald and family,
of Cowgill, Mo., Bro. and Sr. Sweem of Hamilton, Mo.,
Bro. Gus Schwegler and family and Bro. Camp from
St. Louis, Bro. Joe W. Kidd and family, and his mother
and father, Bro. and Sr. H. F. Kidd, from Oak Ridge,
Tenn. There was a good many of the minisiry present
and Bro, Smith, taking charge, saw 1o it that each one,
including the local members, had some part in the
services,

I have mentioned enjoying so much spiritual food,
but we enjoyed the physical food also. A basket lunch
was brought and spread on the tables under the shade
of the great oak irees on the church lawn, each day of
the Reunion.

We were thankful for everyone who came and
missed those whom we knew wanted to be here but
d not attend.

o
Q
£

I am sure that we were all strengthened as « result
of this Reunion ond the social good time we had to-
gether. The Local here gave report of being more en-
couraged and made stronger in the faith. Let us all
continue to pray that our gatherings might be pleasing
to the Lord cmd that His Spirit will come In as a
mighty rushing wind. We look forward to another
Reunion next year.

TENNESSEE REUNION
By Bro. A. M. Smith

(Lucky Editors] We have received two reports of this
We decided to use them both—you'll be glad)

The Tennessee Reunion is now history; well they say
“history repeats itself’’ and we are hopetul this will not
be on excepiion to the rule, for we are sure this Re-
union was o blessing to all who were in atle
cnd we do not make this statement from our own ob-
servadion, but rather from the many words of genuine
praise and thankgiving that was uttered from those in
attendrmnee.  There was a full program beginning from
the evening service Aug. 3lst, when we gathered in a
special service to seek the Lord in prayer, asking that
He bless the days that should follow, with a special
blessing that all who might come hungering ofter
righieousness, might find here in association with their
brothers and sisters in the gospel, o real feast of the
good things the Lord alone can give. We were not
disappointed, truly God hecad our prayers,

The Tennessee Saints had the delails of hous-
ing and feeding of the visitors planned and in spite
of the weather man, who sent the first rain after « long
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drought, which cought us out under the big ook trees
with a long table tull of an abundance of food—even
this failed to hamper or disturb the good spirit that was
with us. Some one cpended the big double doors in
the church, willing hands moved the benches back,
and strong arms carried that table and all the food into
the house. Nol Noteven a heavy rain could dampen
or spoil the good spirit that was with us.

The speakers for the occasion were as lollows:
Bishop Ray Bryant, from Cowgill, Mo. for Saturday
morning, followed in the afternoon by Elder Joe Kidd,
of Oak Ridge, Tenn. In the evening Apostle Leon
Yeates gave us o Very instructive talk on evidences of
the Book of Mormon. Among the many pictures he used
was one of o ruins deep in the jungle that as yet had
never been touched by the Archeologist, It was interest-
ing 1o note the intense jungle growth that so nearly cov-
cred this structure. One is made to wonder how many
nore of these structures might be hid amid that dense
tropical growth cmd perhaps we find ourselves secret-
ly hoping that one more will yet be found with a key
i the many ingravings already found—a key that will
unlock the silence of these tombs with the positive slory
of this people in support of the Book of Mormon. The
evidence of appreciation of Bro. Yates” talk was mani-
fest by the lingering of the people alter the meetling
was over. Some were not able to attend this meeting
hecause of the rain.

Sunday morning was the Sacrament service, with
Apostles Bell and Yates in chargs. There was a nice
aitendance and many fine testimonies given.

In the alierncon Apostle Archie Bell gave them one
of his characteristic sermons showing by dates the time
we are now living in and that it is very near the
end, and that we have a great nesed if we hope i
qualify as that Sanctuary that Daniel said would be
cleansed. Then in the evening Bishop John Sweem
spoke to a full house on the question of Baptism, leav-
ing no excuse o any of his hearers {o be in ignorance
of the need or the requirement of this vital ordinance
in the church.

Thus ended the Tennessee Reunion, and we were
reminded of the song we once loved to sing, "Wher
vou come to the end of a perfect day, and you sit alone
with your thoughis.” But some were not yet ready 1o
say “good bye'”, for Monday being Labor Day and
many were not going home, so once again they asked
Bro. Yates 1o give them another lalk on the ruins of
Yucatan,

This was rather an informal talk, illustrated from the
many slides he has of that mystery couniry on the
other side of the border—so the Heunion ran over its
scheduled time. It is now past history, but we surely
trust that it may be repeated not only in Puryear, where
the Puaschals and Bro. Overcast live, but in many other
zflqceg as well; for the spiritual uplift was well worth
the §§§0ﬂ each put forth, cnd in this reunion every man
holding the Priesthood found there was a work for him
o do, and each and everyone responded to their call.

62 ZION'S ADVOCATE

A GOD OF MIBRACLES
By Leon Yates

(Sermon delivered in Collins, Missouri, September
25, 1962).

To preface these few thoughts I read first from the
Rook of Mormon, page 711, chapter 47582,

“And now, O all ve that have imagined up unio
vourselves a god who can do no miracles, I would ask
of you, Have dll these things past, of which | have
spoken. Has the end come yet?

Behold 1 say unto vou, Nay; and God has not
ceased to be a God of miracles.

Behold, are not the things that God hath wrought
marvelous in our eyes? Yeaq, ond who can comprehend
the marvelous works of God?

Who shall say that it was not a miracle, that by his
work the heaven and the earth sheuld be; and by the
power of his word, man was created of the dust of tha
earth; and by the power of his word, hath miracles
been wrought?

And who shall say that Jesus Christ did not do
many mighty miracles?

And there were many mighty miracles wrought by
the hands of the apostles.

And if there were miracles wrought, then why has
God ceased to be a God of miracles, and yet be an
unchangeable being,

And behold I say unlo you, He changeth not; if so,
he would cease to be God; and he ceaseth not to be
God, and is a God of miracles.”

I believe with all my heart that this Scripture s
irue. It is frue today, it was true in ages past, it shall
be true through the countless ages of eternity. The
God of miracles, who has the power to reveal himsell
1o the children of men was Lord and Master over «ll
the universe on the day when o young boy went into
the woods o pray.

Most, if not all of us, are familiar with the story of
Joseph Smith. We recall the occasion of his atlending
the religious revivals of the day and of the cenfusion
that came to him because of the many doctrines being
tcught, From the words penned by Joseph himsell we
read the lollowing:

"While I was laboring under the exitreme difficultiss,
caused by these parties of religionists, | was one
day reading the Epistle of James, first chapter, lifth
verse, which reads, “lf any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and
upbraideth not and it shall be given him.” Never did
any passage of Scripture come with more power to the
heart of man than did this ot this time to mine. It ssem-
ed 1o enter with great force into every feeling of my
heart. Al length | came to the determination to "ask of
God’, concluding that if he gave wisdom to them who
lacked wisdom, and would give liberally ond not up-
braid, I might venture. So in accordance with this my
determination to ask of Goed, I retired 1o the woods 1o
make the attempt.”

i
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Here was a young boy about to experience «a mir-
acle. First he had a desire to know the truth, second
he had faith in God. Third he was allowing the Spirit
1o have sway in his heart as is witnessed by his state-
ment, “never did any passage of Scripture come with
more power to the heart of man than did this at this
time to mine.” There was g spirit in young Joseph and
the inspiration of the Almighty was giving him under-
standing.

S he went into the woods to pray and he relates
that soon after he began to pray: "I had scarcely done
so, when immediately 1 was seized upon by some
power which entirely overcame me, and had such as-
ionishing influence over me as {o bind my tongue so
that 1 could not speak. Thick darkness gathered around
me, and it seemed to me for a time as it 1 were doomed
1o sudden destruction. But exerting all my powersto call
upon God to deliver me out of the power of this enemy
which had seized upon me, and at the very moment
when | was ready to sink into despair and abandon
myself to destruction, not to an imaginary ruin, but 1o
the power of some actual being from the unseen world
who had such marvelous power as I had never belore
felt in my being, just at this moment of great alarm,
1 saow a pillar of light exactly over my head, above
the brightness of the sun; which descended gradually
until it fell upon me. It no sooner appeared than |
found myself delivered from the enemy which held me
bound. When the light rested upon me I saw two per-
sonages (whose brightness and glory dely all descrip-
tion) standing above me in the air. One of them spake
unio me, calling me my name, and said, (pointing 1o
the other), "This is my beloved son, hear him."”

There are several things revealed in this reading
which I think are often overlocked. To me it points out
that when one is striving for truth and light that there
is always present an evil power. It reveals to me
that when we are in the power of that evil one that we
are in thick dorkness. It reveals o me that belfore
we can have or experience the miracle of revelation
from God to ourselves we must put forth our strength
and effort towards that end. Of course we will not all
be blessed with the presence of God the Father and
His Son, but every man can be blessed with thert mir-
acle of revelation as did Peter when Christ asked him
the question, "But whom say ve that I am?” Peter's
heart and soul having been touched by that miracle of
revelation from God to man gave answer, 'Thou art
Christ the Son of the living God." Christ verified that
a miracle had been performed in the heart of Peter
when he said, "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven.”

At the time of this experience, Joseph was told not to
join any of the churches, because, “They draw near to
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me;
they teach for doclrine the commandments of men,
having a form of godliness, but they denvy the power
thereol.”

A few days later Joseph told a local minister of his
experience. The minister said it was from the Devil,
thet all visions were done away. Now here.is a
stremge thing. A man professing himsell o be a min-
ister of the gospel, denying God the power 10 perform
a miracle, yvet in the same breath conlessing that the
Devil had the power to perform such a miracle. Yes
indeed having a form of godliness but denying the
power thereol.

Joseph testified 1o the world that from time to time,
angels or heavenly messengers appeared to him. He
relates that on September 21, 1823 a personage dp-
secred 1o him ond said that his nome was Moroni.
Those who have studied the Book of Mormon will rec-
ognize him as the last man who wrote in the book.
This messenger told him of an ancient record and of
the fullness of the gospel that was written therein. Told
him also ol on ancient instrument called, Urim and
Thummin which was with the record and that the in-
strument was 1o be used to interpret the ancient record.

When we reach this point in telling this story, many
people turn away and want to hear no more. We have
mentioned a vision, the visitation of angels, and an in-
strument by which an ancient record was o be inter-
preted.  All of these things are miracles and, they say,
God just doesn't do those things in this day and age.
Many who take this attitude fes] that they are trus
Christions and believe in God. They are like the min-
ister who told Joseph, all these things are done away,
they have a form of godliness, but deny the power
thereof.

God is the same, yesterday, today and forever and
He works through miracles today as in the days of
old. I believe that the same power that spoke from
heaven in the form of a dove at the time of the bap-
tiam of Christ, and said, "This is my beloved Son in
whom 1 am well pleased,” has spoken again in these
last days. This was a miracle, so also was it a miracle
when two personages appeared unto young loseph
and one said of the other, “This is my beloved Son,
hear ye him.”

Let us go back into the Old Testament and learn
how an unchangeable God deals with people. Num.
12:5-9, "And the Lord came down in the pillar of the
cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and
cadled Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth.
And he said, hear now my words: if there be a prophet
among you, | the Lord will make myself known unto
him in o vision, and will speak unto him in « dream.
My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in oll my
house. With him I will speak mouth to mouth, even
apparently, and not in dark speeches: and the simil-
tude of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were
ve not afraid 1o speak agaist my servant Moses? And
the anger of the Lord was kindled against them."”

Note this, "If there be a prophet among you, I the
Lord will make myself known to him in o vision,”
“speak unto him in a drecm.” “With him I will speak
mouth io mouth, even cpparently, and not in dark
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5 peeches-" All this did the Lord do unto Moses. Shall
we deny the same God the power to so do in our day
and age? a God who has declared himself unchange-
ablel

As to the visitation of angels, all students of the
Bible well know that God used this means of commu-
nication 1o reveal his will from time to time to the chil-
dren of men. Why should we now say that an un-
changeable God has changed and no longer uses this
method of miraculous power to communicate with his
children here upon earth.

Let me here cite you to a Scripture in the ancient
record that was tremslated by the miraculous use of the
Urim and Thummin. Book of Moroni 7:27-34.

"Wherefore, my beloved brethren, hath miracles
ceased, because Christ hath ascended into heaven,
and hath set down on the right hand of God, to claim
of the Father his rights of mercy which he hath upon
the children of men; For he hath answered the ends of
the law, ond he claimeth all those who have faith in
him; and they who have faith in him, will cleave unto
every good thing; wherefore he advocateth the cause
of the children of men; and he dwelleth cternally in the
heavens? And because he hath done this, my beloved
brethren, hath miracles ceased? Behold, 1 say unto
vou, Nay; neither have angels ceased to minister unio
the children of men. For behold, they are subject un-
to him, to minister according to the word of his com-
mand, shewing themselves unto them of strong faith
omd a firm mind, in every form of godliness. And the
office of their ministry is, to call men unio repentance,
and 1o fulfill and to do the work of the covenanis of the
Father which he hath made unto the children of men,
io prepare the way among the children of men, by de-
claring the word of Christ unto the chosen vessels of
the Lord, that they may bear testimony of him; And by
so doing, the Lord God prepareth the way that the
residue of men may have laith in Christ, that the Holy
Ghost may have place in their hearts, according to the
power thereof; And afier this manner bringeth to pass
the Father the covenants which he hath made unto the
children of men.”

Now in regards io dreams, let us turn to Job 33rd
chapter and begin with the last half of the 12th verse.
“T will answer thee, that God is greater than man.
Why dost thou sirive against him? for he giveth not
account of any of his matters. For God speaketh once,
vea twice, vet man perceiveth it not. In a dream, in a
vision of the night, when deep sleep lalleth upon men,
in slumberings upon the bed: then he openeth the ears
of men, and sealeth their instruction, That he may
withdraw mom from his purpose, and hide pride from
man.  He keepeth back his soul from the pit, and his
life from perishing by the sword.”

Some will say, ves | can go along with you thus
far, T do believe in visions, drecms and I might even
g0 along with the belief of the visilation of cngels
frpm time to time, but this business about the Urim and
Thummin, that is a little too much for me. 1 would say
to those skeptics, if this is too much, then the Bible is

too much. The Bible delinitely speaks of this instru-
ment and the work for which it was used.

We find in Cruden’s Concordance of the Bible, "the
high Priest, having then fixed his eyes upon the siones
of the breast plate, which was belore him, he there read
the cnswer of the Lord.” Also we find the following.
"I it be inguired how long the custom of consulting
God by Urim and Thummin subsisted in Israel; the
Rabbis think, that it continued no longer than under
the tabernacle. It is o moxim among them, that the
Holy Spirit spake to the children of Israel by Urim and
Thummim while the tabernacle remained, and under
the tirst Temple.”

Two whole columns in the Concordance to the Bible
are given over to the word, Thummin. In the book of
Fzra we find where there were certain people who had
lost their identity and it says in chapter 2 beginning ot
verse 62, “These sought their register among those that
were reckoned by genedalogy, but they were not found;
therefore were they as polluted, put from the priesthood.
And the Tirshatha said unio them, that they should not
eat of the most holy things, till there stood up « priest
with Urim and Thummin.”

last days caused another priest to stand with Urim and
Thummim and through its miraculous use an ancient
record has been translated that we might again tasie
of most holy things.

Do vou believe in miracles? If not and yet you
profess to be a Christian, you do not know the mean-
ing of Christian.

John 8:31-32: "Then said Jesus io those Jews which
believed on him, 'If ve continue in my words, then are
ve my disciples indeed; And ve shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make vou free.”” And what was and
is, his word? “TFlesh cnd blood hath not revealed it
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.” Revela-
tion from God to man is always a miracle. "And upon
this rock 1 will build my church.”

When Joseph Smith and six Elders founded the
Church of Christ in 1830 it was the only church in the
world that claimed to be organized by the direct spirit
of revelation. The only way possible to continue in his
word. The Church of Christ could not have possibly
come into being in any other way, except by « mirac-
ulous birth. The Church of Christ was born through
the miracle of revelation by the spirit of an unchangs-
able God.

The church today does enjoy the gilts that were
promised, but only to the extent that the people belisve
and continue in his word, Anvyone denying the lact
that it is possible to have the spiritual gilts today as in
days of old, has not read the Scriptures, or doss not
understand them. [ read from the Book of Mormon,
page 710, chapler 4:66-69,

"And again 1 speak unto vou who deny the revela
tions of God, cnd say thal they are done away, that
there are no revelalions, nor prophecies, nor gilts, nor
hedalings, nor speaking with tonguss, and the interpre-
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tation ol tongues. RBehold [ say unto you .
derdeth these things knoweth not the gospel of Chrl
yea, he has not read the scripturss; if so, he does

understand them. For do we not read that God is the
same yesterday, today and forever and in him there

And

4 3
oa

is no variableness neither shadow of changing.
now, if ye have imagined up unio yourselves d
who doth vary, and in him there is @ sheadow of chang-
ing, then have y& imagined up unto yourselves d God
who is not a God of miracles.”

Now we read the words of Moroni that wers written
just belore he hid up the record, to ba hid from the syes

of the world for so mony years, page 775, chapter
10-8-14. ""And again 1 exhort you, my brethren. that

ve deny not the gifts of God, for they are many; and
they come from the same God. And there are different
ways that these gifts are administered; but it 18 the
same God who worketh all in all; and they are given
by the manifestations of the Spirit of God unto
profit them. For behold, to one is glven by the Spirit of
Cod, that he may teach the word of wisdom: and 1o
another, that he may jecch the word ol knowledge by
the same Spirit; and o another exceeding great faith;
and to another, the gifts of hedding by the same Spirit.
And again, o another, that he may work mighty mircr
cles; and again, o another, that he may prophesy cot-
cerning oll things; ond again, 1o another the bet s1di

of angels and ministering spirits; and again, o another,
all kinds of tongues. And all these gills come by the
Spirit of Chrisy; and they come unto every mdn sever-
ally, according as he will. And 1 would exhort you
my beloved brathren, that ye remember that every
good gift cometh of Christ. And [ would exhort you, my
beloved brethren, that ye remember thet he is the
same, vesterday, today, and forever, and that all these
gifts of which 1 have spoken, which are Spiritual, never
will be done away, even 4s long as the world shall
stand, only according 1o the unbeliel of the children of
men.

11, 10
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Yes, | believe ina God of miracles, in an unchange-
able God. Men are living in the very midst of mir-
acles. The sunlight has the power of life and death.
Seeds from the same earth have the power 1o produce
alier their own kind. The flower and the thorn bush
grow side by side, drawing strength from the same
sarth 1o build ofter their own kind. Miracles? Yes!
And God is the author of miracles.

Because of the miracle of hedling hoving touc
my lile when with a broken back 1 was totally poros
lized, 1 am now able with flexible fingers 10 strike the
keys of a typewriter and pour out my soul in testimmony
and in defense of the mighty miraculous powet of the
Living and unchongeable God.

When Christ instructed his Twelve 1o, "Heal the
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils:
freely ye have received, freely give', he was not 1
ing them or the world that here was o group of men
who could within their own power perlorm anything.
The Scripture makes it clear that all must be done in
cnd through the name of Christ who has all power in
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heaven and ecrth. Miracles are not wrought by men,
but only through the mighty power ol God.

There were two of the Apostles, Peter and John,
who went to the iemple lo pray. There at the témple
door they found a man lame from his mother's womb,
he was begging alms. Peter said to him, “Silyer and
gold have [ none; but such as | have give I unio thes:
In the name of Jesus Christ of Nozareth rise up and
walk., And he took him by the right hand, and lifted
him up: and iramediately his Ieet and ankle bones
received strength. And he leaping stood up and
walked.”

After this was done ol the people who saw it look-
ed at Peter and John and wondered. Now listen o the
words of Peter, "Ye men of lsrael, why marvel yve at
this? or why look ye SO ecrnestly on us, as though by
oul Own power or holiness we had made this maom 10
walk” And in Acts 4:8-10, Peter gives them answer.
“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, scid unto them,
Yo rulers of the people, and Flders of Israel, f we this
dery be examined of the good deed done 1o the impo
tent man, by what means he is made whole; Be it
known unto you all, and to all the people of lerael, that
by the name of Jesus Christ of Negareth, whom ye Coru
cified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him
doth this man stand here belore you whole.”

The Spirit of Christ performed this miracle of heal-
ing, not Peter. Peter was only the instrument through
which Christ worked. It was also the Spirit of Christ
that restored the gospel of salvation 1o earin.  Joseph
Smith did not do it but he was the human insiru-
ment through which God worked that the nations of the
carth might once again have the healing power of the
Gospel of Christ amond them.

When men come into contact with Christ's Church
restored on earth, they will not be able 1© comprehsnd
its greainess as long as they doubt Cod's miraculous
power, and his unchangeableness. Any man can start
a church. Many men have, until today we have many
churches. But no man could organize Christ's Church
on earth unless he was chosen of God, and then, only
through the miraculous pOwWel of revelation.

1 would like to cite your adtention to a modern rev-
elation, Book of Commemdments, page 4, pamqmphg
4 and 5, “Wherelore 1 the Lord, knowing the calamity
which should come upon the inhabitants of the earth,
called upon my servemnt Joseph, and spoke unto him
frorn heaven, and gave him commeondments; and also
gave commandmentis 10 others, that they should
claim thess things unto the world, and a1l this that i
might be fulfilled, which was written by the prophels:
the weak things of the world should come forth and
hreak down the mighty and strong Ones; that man
should not council his sellow man, neither trust in the
arm of flesh, but that every man might speak in the
name of God, the Lord, even the Savior ot the world:
that faith also might increase in the earth; that mine
everlasting covendant might be established; that the ful-
ness of my gospel might be proclaimed by ihe weck
cnd the simple, unto the ends of the world: cnd belore
kings and rulers.”
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"Behold I am God and have spoken it these com-
mandments are of me, and were given unto my ser-
vants in their weakness, after the manner of their lan-
guage, that they might come to understanding; and in-
asmuch as they erred, it might be made known; and
inasmuch as they sought wisdom, they might be in-
structed: and inasmuch as they sinned, they might be
chastened, that they might repent; and inasmuch as
they were humble, they might be made strong, and
blessed from on high, and receive knowledge from
time to time: after they having received the record of
Nephites; vea, even my servant Joseph might have
power to translate through the mercy of God, by the
power of God, the book of Mormon: And also, those
to whom these commandments were given, might have
power to lay the foundation of this church, and to bring
it forth out of obscurity, and out of darkness, the only
true and living church upon the face of the whole earth,
with which I the Lord, am well pleased, speaking unto
the church collectively and not individually, for T the
Lord can not look upon sin with the least degree of
allowance: Nevertheless he that repenteth and doeth
the commandments of the Lord, shall be forgiven, and
he that repenteth not from him shall be taken even the
light which he hath received, for my Spirit shall not
always strive with man, saith the Lord of hosts.”

We have read modern revelation, It was given, as
was all Scripture, not only to those addressed but also
io cdl who will give heed. It was given that we might
have understanding, that if we erred it might be made
known; and if we sought wisdom, we might have in-
siructions. I we sinned, we might be chastened that
we might repent, and if we be humble, we might be
made strong and receive instructions from on high
from time to time.

1 am made happy in the truth, that Christ, scid,
(speaking of revelation) “upon this rock T will build my
church”. 1 am made happy in the truth that the
Church of Christ was founded by direct revelation {rom
God to man.

1 am made happy in the truth that certain wonder-
ful blessings and signs are following those who be-
lieve. I am made happy in the truth that [ have experi-
onced and witnessed some of these wonderful bless-
ings.

My testimony to you today is, God is and has been
and always shall be an unchangeable God. He
stands ready at all times to reveal unto man the way
of eternal salvation.,  But just as sure as the sun shines
above, He will reject those who refuse to believe, and
choose darkness rather than light.

These things are not fairy tales, but if you do not
believe in miracles you may as well read Aesop's
Fables.

If you are in doubt, yet hunger and thirst alter

shut the door, think well on these words, "lf any of
vou lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him.”

“ ....A MORE EXCELLENT WAY"
I Cor. 12:31.
“Thanldulness”
A woman, when she first saw the ocean, said,
“Themk God for one thing of which there is enough.”

Possibly too many of us, today, are thankful only
for those things which come to us in greal guantities.
When we have an abundance we are thankiul, but are
we thankful for the meager bits which come o us in
this lite?

The seemingly small things which we have a len
dency to overlook when we count our blessings are the
things for which we indeed should be gratelul. For
there is no doubt that our lives are kept in proper bal-
ance by, a cheertul word, a smile, und consideration
for our fellowmen.

Fven though we are not large in numbers, nor rich
in worldly possessions we are rich in spiritual treasures.
Brotherly love and the Gospel of Christ restored to
earth in our day are treasures to be cherished, for with-
out them life would be thrown out of balance.

Let us think of the people whose londs and homes
have been devastated by war.  The people of Quemoy
Islands, in the siraits of Formosa, who continue {o resist
political slavery, have very little food, clothing or
money. Their homes have been bombarded almost
daily by thousands of shells from the mainland, and
their ragged children play, unconcerned, in the shell
pocked streets. It is the only playground some of
them have ever known, and the greatest tragedy of all,
the majority of them know nothing of God.

Although there are many under privileged in our
own couniry, ecch beat of our hearts should echo
praise to God for we are not, so far, iom apart by
bombs and every person has the freedom to worship
God in his own way. While we rejoice with thankiul
hearts for those blessings, let our hearts also bleed for
those who sulfer.

For what should a man be thankful?

For the many simple blessings that we receive each
day which help sustain our lives and contribule 1o our
happiness. For the brighiness of each new day, bring-
ing new opportunities for service. For the quiet rest
of the peacsful night, and the beauty of a full moon,
with clouds floating gently by, casting its soft light on
a free land, where we can enjoy rest without lear.

Many hundreds of years ago, as that sume beoulti-
ful moon was casting its light over this land, the Lord
spoke to a young man, saying, 'Blessed art thou, Ne-

gently, with lowliness of heart. And inasmuch as ye
shall keep my commandments, yve shall prosper, and
ve shall be led to a land of promise; yea, a land which
is choice above all other lands.” | Nephi 1:53-54.

That land of promise was America.  Since that
time, 600 vears before the birth of Chrisi, this land has
seen many seascns of darkness, when men turnsd io
wickedness and forgot God. But it has also seen many
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fruitful seasons when the great light of God flocded
the hearts of men. And for these seasons of light we
can be thankfal.

Since that early date in the history of the Wes
World, God's promise has been true. It is a choice
land, a land of promise to the persecuted peoples of
the world, and of those who seek religious fresdom—
freedom to meet together and worship God according
io the dictates of their own mind.

The story of the "first thanksgiving'' in our land is
a heart warming story of a group of people with truly
thankful hearts, because they had o deep faith in God.
On Septemben bth, 1620 a group of 102 persecuted peo-
ple sailed from Southhampton, England for the prom-
ised land. After 87 days crossing the stormy Atlantic
Ocean they landed on the rocky shores of New Eng-
land, The first thing those people did after landing
was to kneel on the shore, under an open sky and
thank God for the guidance and protection He had
given them.

It was a new thing to them, a privilege they could
not enjoy in their old country. They came to Amerca
so they could have freedom to worship God according
to their own free will.

The first winter was long and severe, during which
almost half of them died. Yet in a sirmple way they
sought the presence of God, by reading His word, trying
1o understend His ways, and to live by His precepts.
With the coming of summer a renewed hope was born
within them, their crops were good, and they knew that
with God's help they could withstand the next winter.
They were thankiul for all God had done for them, for
religious freedom, and a new way of life in a choice
land. They felt the world was God's house, and that
His presence was always with them. They worship-
ped Him not only on Sunday, but every day wherever
they were.

God has never promised that we would have 1o
hardship or sorrow in this life. But He does promise hap-
piness and contentment to those that obey His com
mandments. Even though people may suller hordsh
and persecutions, if they seck Him they will find peace
and joy in their hearts.

The Pilgrims certainly proved that, they were wit-
nesses to the truth and goodness of God's mercy.
They were thamkiul for the meager suslenance and
strength o rise above disuster.

In the fall Gov. Bradiord said, "We have survived
cold and hardships, let us give thonks.” That first
thamksaiving was not only « least—ior three days they
olfered prayers and sang songs of praise for the abun-
dance of God's mercy.

That is the brief story of a people who came © the
promised land seeking spiritual contact with God. It
is o witness to the truth of God's promise to Nephi cnd
to those belore him—"Blessed art thou, Nephi, because
of thy faith, for thou hast sought me diligently with low-
liness of heart. And inasmuch as ve shall keep my
commandments, ye shall prosper, cnd ve shall be
1o o land of promise: yed, d land which is cholcs
above all other lands.”

ZION %-.DVOCATE

November, 1962

When William Bradford and George Carver signed
he "'Solemn Declaration” which established the com-
mon weclth of Massachusetts, it was their hope that
this new land would be dedicated 1o God, and that His
purposes would stand out as a beacon of equal op
portunity to all men, cnd retlect God's rightecusness
in National policy.

i is through the elforts of those who have gone be-
fore that mokes our counfry different. It is through
their sacrifices that we have the privilege of attending
the church of our choice and worshipping according
o the dictates of our own minds.

We have been given the opportunity 1o worship in
o free lomd, and God expects us ds individuals and as
a neation, to be worthy of our heritage. Only as long
as we abide by the precepts of God, will we be securse,
{or all His promises ore given on condition ol obadi-
ence, rind His promise of a free land is given on the
same condition. The conditions by which we, or any
other nation should possess this land, were given 10
the Brother of Jared, 2.200 vecars belore the birth of
Christ. “And now we can behold the decrses of God
concerning this land. That is o land of promise,
emd what soever nation shall possess i, shall serve
God, or they shall he swept off when the fullness of His
wrath shall come upon them. And the fullness of His
wrath shall come upon them when they are ripened
in iniquity: wherefcre he that doth possess i shall
serve God or shall be swept off: For it is the everlasting
decree of God.” EL 31-32Z.

Too oiten we take for granied, our fresdom cnd our
Christion heritage. Unless, we as a nation, begin {0
serve God in all our ways, the prophesy given 1o the
Rrother of Jared could become true, and the hopes of
the founding fathers will be an empty dream.

Certainly we cannot assume that God will continue
1o bless our ways—unless our ways become His ways.

In scope, this is a national problem, and the re-
sponsibility is on the shoulders of every Christian in
every church. And that mekes it a personal problem
of every individual who has taken the name of Christ
upon him. For a nation, or a church, or a home, can
be no better than the individuals who make it up.

It is time for you and me to do some soul search-
ing,—ask yourself, what am 1 doing for Christ? The
\nswer might shock vou Do vyou love your neighbor
as yoursell? Do you always stand up for the Christian
principles of human relationship?—regordless ol race
or cresd? Have you been active in adfairs of govem-
ment where Christian principles were involved? Do
vou do or say whet Christ would expect O Christian o
do or say?

Do you withhold your support from the Church
when things are not done o suit your individual liking?

Heve you helpad ihose in need with charitable don-
ations of fime or money’?

Have you really been grateful for the good things
that have come {o you, OF has it been a casual accep-
iance?
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Have you been a true worker in God's vineyard?
Have you prayed sincerely? Have you worked faith-
fully?

There are a greal many more pertinent guestions
which you could ask vourself-—and each one might
prick a little deeper into your conscience. I your an-
swer lo any of these questions is no—you have need
to evaluate your life.

There is never a time when some duty will not
present us the opportunity for service. Our time s run-
ning cul, sach day, each hour, each minute leaves us
with that much Jess ime do some worthwhile thing for
Christ.

Now to ask one more question, “What has Christ
done for you?”

Meditate on that question—it will take some time
to make o complete answer. Christ has done so many
things, large and small, for each of us that cur hearts
should be filled with a wonderful sense of thanksgiv-
ing. As we medilate about these things we should be-
come mindful of the Christian heritage that has been
handed down to us—our freedom, our Church—our

homes—and all through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
—E. ]. M.

LOCAL NEWS
Best Rewards From Serving the Lord

Greetings once again from the Black River Falis,
Sparta local. We have been busy during the summer
months with various activities, Brother Glenn Gill paint-
ed our little church, and one Wednesday's meeting was
spent as a clean-up time in preparation for the reunion.

June 8, 7, 8, and 9, was spent as a short week Bible
School for our younger church attendanis.  Sisters Mar-
gret Gill and Gladys Marquette, and Brother Glenn
Gill were the teachers. The lesson theme wus the
Restoration movement with each student making a note
book. The children themselves offered the prayers and
chose the songs o be sung, with the exception ¢f three
new ones, for the opening exercises. Sister Margret
Gill told the Bible story each day. This was the st
time « Bible School had been set up in this local. but
our enrollment numbered about 20. It was « very re-
werding experience both for the students and teachers,
and our desire is that we may continue this schocol in
the future.

Cur Bible school program of queslions and an-
swers was held on June 10 in place of Sunday school
followed by a round table discussion .by oll on the
Restoration Story.

We held a business meeting on June 20 for the pur-
pose of voting on the referendum. On June 24 we held
meetings al the church with a basket dinner., The
morning was spent in a round table discussion on bap-
tism, the heredfter and God's judgment. In the ofter
noon Brother Glenn Gill spoke. Otherwise we have had
our regular preaching, sacrament services, and Wed-
nesday evening Bible study class.

The following are resumes of the sermons we have
heard.

Evervone in this world, regardiess of religious be-
lief, has one common ground: that of a beliet in.God
or a Suprems Being. This, then, is an approach io
those outside the faith. Christ came to the world,
which would indicate it wasn't God's choice to keep
the gospel confined to a select group. Therelore it is
our duty as followers of Christ to spread the Gospel to
all.

We have God's words and the powerlul iool of
praver to find answers to questions. Asking as we do
takes time. Therelore, people get impatient and this
causes trouble, We must have the starter, faith, and work
towards building our patience which sustains this faith.
Then with o desire to know, o willingness o accept
and allow God to steer us in spite of the way we feel,
and a continued attitude in mind of prayer and humil-
ity, God won't refuse us and we will be among hig be-
lievers. But with a lack of faith, patience, and a pre-
determined mind, we try to force God to establish our
ideas and we prove our disbelief in Him.

We, today, can take lesson in the Nephite story in
the Book of Mormon. Hardened hearts cause people
to fall.  Just « little folly can cause people o change
from « person of honor, to an obnoxious, worth-
less person. There is no salsty in rank or position.
The only salely is in our example: what we say and
do. People e toking upon themselves to do God's
work,

“The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious;
but the lips of a fool will swdllow up himsell.” (Eccl
10:12).

Are we the children of God? Are we strengthened
with His strength? Are we worthy of His name? Are we
built upon His rock? Are we the ones with whom God
works? When we are baptized, we give our body and
soul in service to God. I we serve in sincerity and
truth, we do only as God wants. If we hunt for excuses
or do as we want or as others do, our baplism wasn't
entered into with «a full sincerity of heart.

One sermon waos token from song number 214 in
the hymnal. In singing this song we say we won'
be idlers, or people who don't do anyihing, and tha
weo want to share our lile’'s blessings with others.
“There is work within the vinevard, there s service to
be done,” refers 1o all. No matier the small duty done
by lay members or the preaching done by mission-
aries we all have our duty i only o set an example.
We are asking God to send us forth in his vinevard
with the light, hope, joy, and Christ of the gospel. Are
we willing with a sincere delermination to be fed and
nurtured spiritually, to alow God o lead us in giving
a testimony of Christ to others? Are we sincere in
what we sing?

Scripture tells of the angel flyving through the midst
of heaven having the everlasting gospel, which state-
ment ig associated with the restoration and church or
ganization. Some tefuse to accept this prophecy
teaching that sclence is the prevailing authority and
will conquer all. To refuse to belisve in prophecy, or



Page 174

to say that it can’t happen today, is to deny God, his
method of working, and to say he changes.

Prophecy brings us to the closing period of time: the
time to decide on which side of the fence we are going
io be when the Master comes and we're brought be-
{ore the bar of judgment We won't be able to find
excuses., This is our fime 1o prepare {or whal comes
alter.

Besides the above sermons by Brother Glenn Gill
and Brother Isacc Brockman, we were privileged to
hear o sermon by Brother B. . Flint on August 5. He
likened the store which broke nations in the vision of
Demiel to the religious “sione” of the restoration which
has broken religious secls in fragments. This is «
greater time of confusion and bad influence. We nead
to become better acquainted with God, the restoration,
the gospel and ourselves to meet the influence of the
world, Only God holds the meons of unification.

Afier the reunion Brother and Sister Flint and
Brother and Sister Leon Yales remoined with us for a
time. PBrother Yates gave us G series of ialks on the
{ollowing ideas.

God is a God of miracles. The story of Joseph
Smith and the restoration are full of miracles. Revelo
tion is a miracle, and it was on this rock {revelation)
that God said He would build His Church. Because
God said this, the only way the Church of Christ could
be in existence is through revelation.

Cod is an unchangeable God. But because s0O
many people do not comprehend his power Of plem
of salvation, they iry to cut him down io their own
dimensions, making him changeable.  Bul through
study they could find He can't be cut down. As in the
organization of His church on sarth, dll three records—
Rible, Book of Mormon, Book of Commandments—
show the same beginning and orgonization of His
Church.

We were happy to have Brother and Sister John
Davies of Madison and Brother Rolland Sarratt of In-
dependence as visitors in our post reunion services,
and all those who attended the reunion.

Sy, Margret Gill, Reporter.

IF WE KNEW EACH OTHER BETTER

1 we knew each other betler,
You and [ and ol the resi,
Seeing down bensath the surlaee
To the sorrows all unguessed,
We would quit our cold complaining
End a hand of trust extend;
If we knew each other better,
We would count each one our friend.

—Author Unknown.,

v avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and
contentions, cnd strivings about the law, for they are
unprofitable and vain” Titus 3:9.

7ZION'S ADVOCATE
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FIRST NATIONAL THANKSGIVING
PROCLAMATION

Whersas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge
the providence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to be
grateful for His benedits, and humble to implore His
protection and favor; «nd whereas both houses of Con-
gress have, by their joint Committee, requested me "to
recommend to the people of the United States o day of
Public Thanksgiving and Prayer, fo be observed by
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and sig-
nal favors of Almighty God, especially by alfording
them on opportunity peaceable to establish «a form of
government for their safety and happiness.”

Now, therefore 1 do recommend and assign Thurs-
day, the 26th day of November next, to be devoted by
the people of these States 1o the service of that great and
glorious Being, who is the Beneficent Author of all good
that was, that is, or that will be; that we may then all
unite in tendering unto Him our sincere and humble
thamnks for His kind care and protection of the people
of this country, previous to their becoming a nation;
for the single and manifold mercies, and the favor-
able interpositions of His providence, in the course
and conclusion of the late war; for the great degree
of tremquility, union and plenty, which we have since
enjoysed; lor the peaceable and rational monner in
which we have been enabled to sstablish Constitutions
of Government for our safety and happiness, and par-
ticularly the national one now lately instituted; for the
civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed,
and the means we have ol acquiring cmd diftusing
knowledge: and, in general, for all the great and
various favors, which He has been pleased to conler
upon us.

And, also that we may then unite in mosl humbly
offering our prayers and supplications to the Greal
Lord and Ruler of Nations, and beseech Him to pardon
our netional and other transgressions; to enable us all,
whether in public or private stations, to perform our
several and relative duties properly and punctually;
o render our Mational Government blessing 1o all
people, by constantly being a government of wise, just,
and constitutional laws, discreetly and fedthiully ex-
ecuted and obeved; to protect and guide all sovereigns
and nations (especially such as have shown kindness
io us) and to bless them with good governments, peace
cmd record; to promote the knowledge ond practice of
irue religion and virtue, and the increusing of science,
among them and us; and, generally, to grant unto all
memkind such a degree of temporal prosperity as He
alone knows to be best. Given under my homd at ihe
City of New York, the third day of October, 1789

—George Washington.

"I will praise the name of God with a song, and will
magnify him with thanksgiving.” Ps. £9:30.

“Let us come belore his presence with thanksgiving,
and make a joyiul noise unto him with psalms.  Ps,

95:2.
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EXCUSES FOR NOT ATTENDING CHURCH

“The weather was so hot.”

Yes, but isn't it possible that there is yet a hotier
place than the “weather'' for all people and «ll nations
that-forget God?

“Tt was too cold.”

Was ngi the coldness in your spiritual life just
degreg prii%b cold also?

“The*day was too wet and rainy.”

You don't need a boat, and you wouldn't melt; and
does the rain siop you when you really want to go
somewhere else?

“"We had company come in.”

Does. the coming in of company prevent you from
having your dinner? Why should it prevent you from
partaking of spiritual sustenance for the soul? Why
not say to the company: We go to church. Come and
go with us.

“I had an appointment with Mr. - - - - on business.”

Is your appointment with your Lord of less import-
ance. Who fixed the conflicting appointment?  Why
do you forget that God wants you to keep an appoint-
meni with him?

“T don't like Mr. or Mrs. so-and-so, and he, or she,
attends that church.”

Do you absent yoursell from the lodge, bunquet,
dance or theater, because some attend thers whom
vou do not like?

“I've heard the gospel preached, | believed it and
accepted it, so why should 1 attend?”

You had dinner yesterday, but that should nol pre-
vent you from going to dinner today.

"1 intended to go o church, but just didn't get
arcund to it"”

Some one has said that hell is paved with good
intentions, never executed.

T didn't feel well—seemed to have sort of a head-
ache.”

It will be something more severe than a headache
when those who have neglected their services io their
Lord, will ory for the rocks and the mountains 1o fall
on them to hide them from the face of Him who comes
in power and great glory.

In the light of His countencnce in that great doy
some of our pretended “reasons” for not serving the
Lord and attending church, will be shewn to be the
cheap excuses that they really are—and the Word of
the Lord says that at that time there will be weeping
and wailing, and gnashing of teeth,

Be in attendance at the house of worship. And
when vou {ail, don't lay up more vet against yoursell
by making foclish and hypocritical excuses, [t is just
as bad in the sight of God to be o hypocrite in these
days as when Christ described the one who had "mar-
ried o wife” and couldn't come on that account; and
another had “"bought a voke of oxen” and had to go
out and try them.

Your Master requires of you, that you attend public
worship REGULARLY! Are you doing it? If not.it is
vour loss here, and in eternity. “Be not deceived, God
is not mocked: for whatscever a man soweth——that
shall he also reap.”

James E. Yates.

1 GO TO CHURCH BECAUSE:

1 hold the church to be of divine origin, God reserv-
ing the right to rule. "1 will build my church,” says he.
To him belongs the right to choose his representa-
tives, by His own voice as when He said: "l have
chosen you,” or through His ministry when the Holy
Spirit said, "Separate unto me Barnabas and Saul.”

In dll crection 1 see the evidence that God is. In
the church only do I find the unloldment of His pur-
pose and His will.

The lodge, thealtrs, or community organizations may
appecl o the social, emotional, or intellectual nature
of man, but fail to nourish the spiritual.  Having given
their best, man knows no more of God than belore; but
the church feeds the soul, revedling the things of God
and that which is to be.

Rome was not the work of a day, o college graduaie
of one recitation, a saint of one church service. The irre-
gular pupil is the one who knows school is a failure.
To him it is. The intermittent church-goer is in the same
class. He knows the church is a failure——to him it is.
He misses all but the husk. By continued attendance
I receive “line upon line, precept upon precept, here a
little and there o litle,” until [ partake of "life more
abundemnt,” and this is « life sternal to know. “He that
doeth the will of the Father shall know.”

In the church I find my fullest enjoyment, broadest
understanding, deepest convictions, the sweelest music
of my life; that which comforts, soothes, heals, and an-
swers the silent query of the heart.

—Apostle Leon &, Gould.

" let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiv-
ing, and declare his works with rejoicing.” Ps. 107:22.
..... thomksagiving and honour, . . . . be unto our
God for ever and ever, Amen.” Rev, 7:1%.

which also ve are called in one body; and be ve
thankful.” Col. 3:15.

"Re noble encugh to make omends when you have
injured another. It may hurt your pride, but it will
develop vour character.”

"Recoming disgruntled when things seem 1o go
“go wrong' only refards our thinking power, leaving
us unable o see the right way., Obstacles can turn
into blessings if we treat them as we should!”

—Just Between You and Me.
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BAPTISM

In the third chapter of St. John we read a very plain,
positive statement by Jesus. Surely no words can be
spoken with more authority: "Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the king-
dom of God.” It would seem useless for any man 10
doubt or challenge these words of the Divine Law
Giver, "Born of water” surely relers to water baptism,
or we can find no mecning in words. Buried with
him in baptism can only mean immersion. We can-
not find o complete line of language in one chapter
or in one book,in the New Testament to explain our
full duty to God, and requirements of the gospel of
Christ. Such commandments are distributed all through
the book. Jesus gave a reply when effort was made
to tempt him: "It is written, man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” Jesus said: "My word shall judge you
all at the last day.

Baptism includes part of “the new birth.” "Ye must
be born again.”’ It does not require so much time just
to be born, as it does to make the required growth clier-
ward. In this physical life hundreds and thousands of
newly born babies die in infancy and early childhood,
so also in the spiritual realm. In either case it is «
distressing experience. This idea of "being saved'' is
better determined at the “end of the way”.

We may be on board the good ship of salvation,
but it requires a safe landing to make the journey com-
plete. The promise is: He that shall endure to the end
the same shall be saved.

Richard M. Mdloney.

RECIPBOCATE

We are helped by helping others;
Joy we give and joy we gell

Seeing others as our brothers
Is life’s sadest, surest "bet”']

If we give what folks are needing
It will pay us in the end,

And we justcan't help succeeding
In the Game of Life, my friend!

Life gives back just whal we give it
Give it smiles—and smiles we getl
If we learn this rule, and live i,
We will seldom know regretl
Give a cheerful word—we'll reap i
It will come back multiplied
And will linger—we can keep i
In our "freasure-chest,” insidel

Get together]  Pull togsther!
Is the spirit that will winl
If the gales of life we'd weather,
We must “buck’” them, with a grinl
Help vourself, by helping others;
Grab om oar and join the crewl
Pull together with your brothers
And they'll win the race—ifor youl

—Buthor Unkown,

CHURCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
Send all orders to: Church of Christ {Temple Lot), Box 472
Independence, Missouri,

Price Each

Book of Commandments—Paper Cover............... $1.00
Rook of Commoandmenis—ILeatheretie ... $1.25
Outline Church History . o $2.00
Rook of Mormon—Missionary Edition ... $1.25
Also Available at 5 for $5.00
Book of Mormon—Cloth Binding oo $2.50

Book of Commandments Controversy Reviewed..... $1.00

There are a few Books of Mormon available in
Morocceo leather binding. Please write for price.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

INSTRUCTIONS IN ORDERING
Our guarterlies are not dated, but numbered, because they
comain o regular course of study, and i the schools desie to make
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Sunday School Association General Assembly, all publications
printed by 1he Association will be sent free of chargs. Send ALL
orders io: General Sunday School Association Treasurer, Church of
Christ {Temple Lot Box 472, Independence, Missourl,

Price Bach
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 1,Childhood of Jesus ... N/C
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 2, Jesus’ Ministry_ ... N/C

Primary, Vol. 1, No. 3, Jesus’ Ministry con’t._._ .
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Sunday School Record Book .o
Records of the Bible
Records of the Book of Mormon.. .o N/C
History and Religion—Chart v




	S011000347_1407181459000
	S011000347_1407181500000
	S011000347_1407181500001
	S011000347_1407181500002
	S011000347_1407181500003
	S011000347_1407181500004
	S011000347_1407181500005
	S011000347_1407181500006
	S011000347_1407181500007
	S011000347_1407181500008
	S011000347_1407181500009
	S011000347_1407181501000
	S011000347_1407181501001
	S011000347_1407181501002
	S011000347_1407181501003
	S011000347_1407181501004

