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There's ne'er a day so dreary, There's ne'er o cross 80 heavy,
But God can maoke it bright; But Jesus hands are there,
And to the soul thot trusts him, Out-streiched in sweet compassion,
He giveth pure delight; Our burden siill to bear;
There's ne'sr a path so hidden, There's ne'er a lile so darkened,
But God will show the way, So hopeless, so unblest,
Il we will seek his guidance, But may be filled with gladness,
And patiently will pray. In Jesus' peace may rest.

There's ne’er o heart so broken
But Jesus Christ can heal;

The heart once pierced on Calvary
Doth for his people feel

He'll e'er fulfill his promise,

Jis word can never fail;

God is our nelp in i

Cur strength when loes assail.
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EDITORIAL

It is said that "to be forewarned is io be {orearmed.”

We are often caused to wonder at how little heed
has been given to warnings which have come through
prophets of old and of latter-days. Unheeded, oo, are
the signs of the second coming of Christ, and of the end
of the world, which is the physical destruction of the
wicked.

The worldly-wise are saying, in exact fulfillment of
the Apostle Pster's prophetic siatement:

“. .. Where is the promiss of his coming? for since
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were
from the beginning of the creation.” (I Peter 3:4.)

Nor is the church exempt from such contemplucus
unbelief, as witness the prophecy of cur Lord:

“But and i that evil servant shall say in his heart,
my Lord delayeth his coming;

“And shall begin o smite his fsllowservants, and o
eat and drink with the drunken;

"The Lord of that servant shall come in o day when
he locketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not
aware of,

“And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his
portion with the hyprocrites: there shall be weeping
cmd gnashing of teeth.” (Mait, 24:48-51.)

Whether we consider the worldly scolfer or the
svil servant, it is evident that their attitude is plainly
contrary to what their knowledge should produce.
Both have a knowledge that Christ will come, but have
neither a godly nor mortal fear of the coming DAY OF
THE LORD.

Let this thought be clear: when that dav comes,
all men will be lilled either with godly fear, which
loves the commandments of God and cleaves to the
good ond tue, or with a mortal fear through trans-
gression and contempt of the divine institution of God
in these laiter days. Upon these last shall come ter
rible plagues, and finally, actual destruction unless
they repent. And vel, mony, mony will not do szo.
Reler to Revelation, chapters 8 and 9.
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We think of the world as full of sin, ripening in ini-
quity, and only abiding until the long-suffering of God
shall have ended cnd He clecns the earth with fire.
But, somehow, we are loth io realize that “judgment
must begin at the house of God.” ( Peter 4:17)

What is the rsason for these things, and what is it
that has polluted the "sanctuary,’” the Church of Christ
restored? Answers o this will vary widely, and a
great number of circumstances might reasonably be
pointed out as having o critical bearing upon the di-
lemma which has overiaken the latter-day work.

However werranted may be the criticism of per
sons and their actions of earlier days {and too long
and loud has been the criticism centering about Joseph
Smith, primarily), we must realize that we are living
now, not then., We will stand or {all on the merits, or
demerits, of our own individual lives.

just how wvalid is our claim of being THE Church
of Christ, or in other words, o bonifide restoration of
the primitive Church of Christ? Answer: only as valid
as was the prophetic and divinely appointed mission
of Joseph Smith. If he was not a prophet, seer and
revelator sent of God; and i he did not effect, by the
unction of the Holy Spirit, o valid orgonization of THE
Church of Christ; and if we are not a valid remnant of
that organization by reason of spiritual continuity s
well as physical; if these things are not true, then must
we confess that God has failed thus far to begin o mar-
velous work and a wonder”, and there is no authority
o represent Him in the earth, today.

But, these things are frue. [t is also true thatl there
has been, is now, and always will be human failures
1o hinder the work of God untll the Lord takes per
sonal command.

He, of course, is not pleased with our manifest hu-
manity, and the world must learn obedience through
repentence, and for the most part, repentance through
suffsring. But against none is His wrath to be poured
upon so much as upon they who transgress knowing-
ly; upon they who reject the fullness of the Gospel.
For this reason is the sarth "defiled” and the “sanc-
tuary” in need of cleansing.

"The ecarth also is defiled under the inhabitanis
thereol; becouse they have fransgressed the lows,
changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting cov-
anant.

"Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and
they that dwell thersin are desolate: therelore the in-
habitants of the sarth are burned, and few men left.”
{(Isc. 24:56. Read the whole chopler; also Il Nep
7:34-41.)

nl

censure.

"They weor stiff necks and high heads; veq, and
because of pride, and wickedness, and abomineations,
and whoredorms, they have all gone astray, save it be
a few, who are the humble followers of Christ;
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“Nevertheless, they are led, that in m
they do err, because they are tought by
of men.” (I Nephi 12:16-17))

pcedi ng

In gerercl, this language and
p}y’ to the ,pmfzr cnurvg es of today, but’
followers of Christ” can only apply fo 1}
Restoration, or more spe fmxc My the Chu
w’rr err in many ins t(m’:cs “because the
the precepls o§ men’

e
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Some have rejected Joseph Smith in all but his
iranslation of the Book of Mormon,

h

Some have rejected almost, if not all, of the latter
day revelations through him, yvet stoutly proclaim

the Book of Mormon as the Word of God. h w sirangs
o beliﬁve that the spirit of revelation produced that
record in these latter days, vet doubt the continuation
of the pmohﬂti(: gift in the one God so used! If it is
acknowledged that the gift was manifest even later,
when was it reclaimed? Do we dare fix the date?

We believe in the same church orgonizatl s
effected by Christ, yet some in the Church say there
are no apostles today——just disciples!

Some believe that apostles have be
in effect, would deny them o primary
the Church in order.

Church, but,
function of sa?tmq

Some claim io believe in the “fullness o
pel”, but deny mc preached word, which, bel
panied by the demonstroted power ol the
in our forefathers of these ;cme; days,
inn very fr*»r? the beginning of the "marvelous
o wonder”

These are some of the thing
the Church, which will necessitale
by God.

t behooves us, then, 1o keep the o
God, to exercise ourselves in faith, love and
ness: io aive sell wholly to the Master; o
demand; to belisve, not iir:}ubfz" to cccept, not reject.

Wc will thus be spared, and
tifully blessed in the Day of %;

Loeal ews

of Christ Local is still endeavoring io forward the
Lord’s work., We hold owr Sunday i Wed lay
services regularly; our women meel or

In July we held our annual Church
chool slections. For Church, Marvin Ely s
our pastor, and Dave Hinkle, ossistan
slected secretary and irea
our Su’}day School supeﬁz*ie wde
secretary, ireasurer and planist
Ow new teachers elef?e were } m
Mearvin Ely, Juniorg, Mar
Charlotte Hinkle, pmzhaw.
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t the Church bullding we have so
T
1 ,

ing s pultting
windews in.  Then with the p
N@ and other things which had to be
olks had to guit on the church for
we did not have o good peach horvest
returns came in, [, for one, was fearful that
ald not be able to finish our church for some

the

we WO
Hme because of all the expense vet involved fo com-

plete it. But, seemingly, our men folks fel differantly,
as they hod the courage, faith and determination fo

difficulties. So, at present,
the furnace io the gos.

, it should not be long

go ahead in spite of oll our d
are waiting to ﬂouk up
hen, when the heat
until we are in our new church,

During the past year, we were happy to have had
with us Apostles E. Leon quws, Willicom Anderson,

Archie Bell and Tom Bgﬂon
ister Martha 8@11 CICCOMDPON:

oyed wvery much having tm—:w:\;e WOon demzi people
with us that we might visii Wﬁn qu and i

splendid, inspiring sermons
us while here. 1 clmost envy you people
1 > who can call upon one of the Apos te
o speak o you.

her 'mz TS uummg the 1

wish o urge\’ Eb ol inspilr
cnd admonition

pok%‘n to us by our local ministers
& 1 very fortunaie j i
iolks in the minisiry.

he Tommise
the 11“ bak

It seems we in this local have 1
¢ and trouble during the past year. Our grealest
sorrows were 1o lecrn of the death of Sister Laura Bar-

ion and the accidenial death of June La dough
isier Alice and Lowsll Larsen. Our young sisier

SOIT YDA
pravers that God WiH E:)@ to
and N»-% fnm tnrnga Qe

.
folzte pie ol
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By Elder E. Leon Yates

We are now in Yucaiom and have been here for
better thom six weeks., Knowing that maony
of ocur people in the Stoles who are deeply interesied
in the experiences of our people here as they try to
live under the new-found gospel of Christ, I will try to
bring to you some of the experiences. [ hope they
will gladden your hearis ond strengthen vour faith.

I shall toke vou back to an sxperience that took
place here two vears ago. Before | relate this axperi-
ence let me tell vou of certain fectings I had as o bov.
All through the vears of my childhood I had the feel
ing or the awareness of another individual or being
present with me ot oll times, even though ot no fime
was I ever able to see him. [ learned to know and to
trust this being and felt o personal assurance that this
powser had such love and concern for my weliare that
it guarded and protected me in times of danger.

Never at any time did it occur to me that this could
possibly be an illusion of the mind, nor does such o
thought enter my mind even of this time when | have
reached the age of over half o century. I am as surs
now as | was then, tha! indeed through the grect
power of God, he can and will send that spirit to
guard and care for little children,

I can think of no betler nome for that spirit that |
came o know, than, "Guardian Angel.” I quote from
Matt, 18:10. "Take heed that ve despise not one of
these little ones; for [ say unio vou, That in hsaven
their angels do always behold the face of my Fathes
which is in heaven.”

Now back to the experience that took place here ir
Yucatan two vears age. At one of our DroOyer serve
wces « little Indian woman brought her new-born baby
to have it blessed. Let me guote from the Book of
Mormon, 1II Nephi 8:12-13, “And
he commanded that their lttle children should be
brought. So they brought their little children cnd sat
them down upon the ground tound about him, and
Jesus stood in the midst; and the multitude gave way
till they had all been brought unto him.”

We will quote also verses 2326, “And when he

there are

it came to pass that

had sadd these words, he wept, and the multitude bear
one, and blessed them, and prayved unio the Father
for them. And when he had done this he wep! again,
Behold vour little ones. And as they looked to behold,
they cast their eves towards heaven, and they

the heavens open, and they saw angels descending
out of heaven as it were, in the midst of tire; and they
they were encircled oboul with fire; and the angels
did minister unio them, and the muliitude did ses and

record of i, and he took their little children, one by
cand he spake unio the multitude, and saith unto them,

! saw
came down cnd encircled those little ones about: and
hear, and bear record; and they know that their record
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is true, for all of them did see and hear, every man for
himself.”
Here we find that after Christ blessed

ones, ongels did minister unio them. This was the
very purpose for which the blessing was given to them.
When we blessed the little Indion boby, we prayed
for that same thing; that God would in his mercy and
love once again through the noame of the Master of

men, send an ongel, a spirit, a power to protect the
litlle one from the dangers that are on every side,

At the time this baby was blessed it was less than
one month old. In the next day or so, the mother and
father took the little one oand traveled by cort and
mule 50 miles back into the jungle. The nighis were
cold ond the parents did not have enough clothing
ic kesp themselves or the baby warm. Soon the litle
one became very sick. In o couple of weeks thev
made the 50 mile trip back, under similar conditions,
except now the baby was dangerously sick,

When they reached the town of Ticul, the mother
came and asked if Fernande and mysell would come
oand administer to the babe. When [ saw ths baby |
was gweare that nothing but the power of God could
save it. The local doctor had told them there was
nothing he could do for it. The child could hardly
breath, due to conjesied lungs.

After administration, it began io breath easy and
soon went o sleep; but at {our o'clock the nexi morn-
ing there came a knock on my door. The mother was
back; the baby waos worse and she waonted us 1o
come again and administer. Frances and [ went right
over. As | looked «od the baby mvy heart was struck
with fear. [ did administer and afterward we took i
to Merida {o the hospital. We arrived ot the hospital
in the early morning hours and found many mothers
with sick children waiting to see the docior. When
they saw this child and redalized its condition, their
hearts went out in sympathy to the little mother. They
gave way willingly and wanted her to be the first one
io see the doctor,

The doctor said it was bronchial pnewmonia, ond
must have aitention immediately; but he did not have
the necessary medicine. 1 asked if the medicine was
available. He said it could be purchased in the center
of town. [ had it back in 20 minutes. When | saw
the way the baby was handled 1 repented of having
brought it into the hospital. It was strapped down in
bed with no clothes, on « plastic sheet. The moming
was cold; the windows were open and a cold breeze
blew across the room.

We were reluciant o leave for i ssemed sure that
he litile one must go, and someocne should be there
o congole that little mother. She, however, was brave
oand told us o go. We returned to Ticul and told our
people there of the need for prayers in behalf of the
baby. We continued on down to Chunhuhu according
o a previous appointment. That night thers was o
prayer service held here as well ag in Ticul. Many
prayers were offered in behalf of the litile one. We

pat
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returned home the next day cnd were happy 1o hear
that the baby had much improved.

In « few days we had the privilege of bringing the
child home, well and strong. When we went o gt it
the nurse asked the mother if the child had been bap-
tized. The mother explained to her that we do not
believe in baptism for children. She told her that
baptism was for the remission of sing and that little
children could not commit sin, therefore, did not need
boptism.  The nurse said, "Well, I don't know ony-
thing about that, but this much I do know, this child
had a guardian angel watching over i, or it could not
herve possibly ved.”

Remember, the child had been blessed by those
having authority to do so, and it had been blessed not
only through the hoands of men, but by the power of
the spirit and through the Holy name of the Master
of men.

This is my testimony, that through the blessing of
tle children, angels do minister unto them. This 1
Not only must [ rely upon my experience as
a boy, when there came to me such a definite assur-
ance of that ever-present power {(guardian angel), but
from the Book of Mormon we have a testimony from
2.500 sculs that thess things are true. "And they were
encircled about with fire; and the angels did minister
unio them, and the multitude did see and hear, and
bear record; and they know that their record is true,
for they all of them did see and hear, every man for
himself; and they were in number about two thousond
and five hundred souls.” (IIT Nephi 8:26-27),

1 count it o privilege and an honor to add my testi-
mony to that of those whose bodies have long since
returned to the dust, cnd while [ connot say as they,
thert | have seen these things with the eve, yvet [ do say,
I have seen them through the eve of faith, until there
has come o me such o positive assurcance of their
truthfulness, 1 cannot possibly doubt,

Leaving my testimony ! toke you now with me
through other experiences that T hope will bring you
joy and increase vour faith, Last week, Frances and
1, in company with Elder Cayetano, went over to the
iown of Dzan to attend o prayer service. As we walk-
2d into that church 1 felt g wonderful spirit present.
That spirit seemed to increase as the service continued.
I bore my testimony in the Spanish tongue. Of course
my Spanish is very bad and it had to be interpreted
in the Maya tongue by Bro. Miguel Suk. In this way
1 was able to tell them of the spirit T had felt and that
1 was sure that the spirit of Christ was necr ot thod
very moment.

Immediately after my testimony, our loved Bro.
Sebine gave the Iollowing testimony. He said that
just a short time before the service, he wos resting in
his little house next to the church. He had been think-
ing on things divine as he dropped off 1o sleep. Christ
cppeared to him in o dream and gove him instruction.

When [ gave my testimony [ did not know this, but
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it certadnly strengthens my belief in that wonderful gift
thot has been promised to many {(the discerning of
epirite). I believe that the Spirit of Christ did appear
to our brother, and I believe I discerned that some spirit

as | walked into that little shurch. How else can we
explain that wonderful knowledge that come to me,
that the Spirit of Christ was so very near? My foith is
sufficient that 1 do not seek signs from God o
enlarge my beliet in him, but when these demonsira-
#ions of his mighty power come to me, | offer the grate-
fulness of my hecrt to him in prayer. Willingly and
gratefully I testify of his mighty power in these things.
From the Book of Commoandments we read these words,
“And in nothing doth man offend God, or against none
is his wrath kindled, save those who conless not his
hond in ol things, and obevy not his commandments.”

The next service we held in thot little church, 1
spoke to them again in my faltering Spanish. 1 told
them of on unchangeable God and of his power to
reveal himsel in mony ways to the children of men.
1 told them that at this present Hme, God was reaching
out through the spirit of revelation, appearing to many
in dreams and visions and by the visitation of angels,
also specking through the still small voice that speaks
to the souls of men.

Immediaiely after the preaching service, we held a
prayer service. Many beautiful prayers and test
monies were offered, but there was one testimony in
particular that I wish to tell to you. A brother, who
is not as vel o member of the church, testified, with
greal emotion, of an experience that he had recently.

He scid that o man, or an evil spirtt in the form of
o man, appeared o him in a dream and told him that
the church and the people who called themssives The
Church of Christ, were of the Devil and that he should
have no fellowship with them. Then there appeared
cmother being. This personage told him that this peo-
ple did have the Gospel and it was the same Gospel
thest wers brought to sarth by him who was hung on the
cross. This personage, or angel, told him further that
he should affilicte himsell with them.

He did not pay ony atention to this dream, but in
a might or two he had the same drecm. Again he
refused 1o heed the instruction to him. The dream
come again the third time. This Hme he fslt that he
must obey, for he felt that it waz indeed o revelation
from God to him.  He said that soon he wished o be
baptized. Let me quote from the Book of Mormon.

"“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, hath miracles
ceased, becouse Christ hath ascended into heaven,
ond hath set down on the right hand of God, o claim
of the Father his rights of mercy which he hath upon
the children of men; for he hath cmswered the ends of
the low, ond he claimeth all those who have faith in
him: and they who hove {aith in him, will cleave unto
every good thing; wherefore he advocateth the couse
of the children of men; and he dwelleth sternally in the

(Continued on Page 31
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ARTICLES

for this department written in an aifirmative

An aifirmative orticle is one in which a belief, or an opinion, is expressed, and evidences presented 1o support that beliel

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE THE OPINION OF THE AUTHOR AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE

TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH OR THE

OPINIONS OF THE EDITORIAL STAFY.

The Time Of The &wt

By Elder Archie F. Bell
The End” has be subject used in

"Time Of The
i

the written worci in the pulpit and in conversation for

a good mony vears, among the believers In the Res-
toraton Movement. There have been differences in
beliefs as to what it means. Some think s o WO,

of it ¢
such as the "Battle of Armageddon,” the "Third World
Wer' or the "War To End Wars,” etc. Others think of i
as meaning the "End of the W unfi Some think of it
as m@cmim a period of Hime OT“ the last dispensation of
time belore the Millennium., Our thought is not fo iy
1o disprove any of these belie ,i but to set forth v ’n\;‘ We
believe the expression, Hme of the end, means

We will iry 1o show whm is meant by The Abom-
incion of Desolation, the 2,300 Days and the Redemp-
tion of Zion; and their beoring on the time of the end.
We will try to show the meaning of the Genti
and its fulfillment, also what dispensation of time is
follow the Gentile times. We will try 1o show some of
the work that is to be accomplished during the time
of the end.

We believe the time is af hand when everyone
should be giving these matters serious consideration,
becouse they cre events which will effect
living ot the time of the end. I the proper prepara
tion is made, o person can look forword with

evelryone

ontict-

pation. I no preparation is made, a person will look
forward with i@qr and dread. Our Master spoke of it
in this woy, "Men's hearts foiling them for fear, and
looking after those things which cre comi t

7

This shows that there will |
several, or perhaps o great
‘JI Tn’bﬁa ,’;H

come

earth:
edge had by
these things and moany

for the time that is to

m

not be pre ur@c

Q
>«<
9]

We believe thal o person must have knowled
cm event that is to come before he con maoke the proper
ond Rl preparation for 3. We hope this QEfvli i
give enough knowledge to momy io cause them to s

{or more in order that they may be properly prepare
for the fime that is to come soon
Peaxt 1

SIGNS FORETELLING
> have been wars cnd rumors of wars sin
after the flood, but not vear in cznd Ve
hgm been since the time of
Metthew records the words

out like there
World Woaor,

“And ve shall hear of
cnd rumours of wars » that ve be not troubled:
these things must come to pass, but the end is

For nation shall rise against nation, and king-

m qums t ki nqdom and there shall be fammm and
}e%zi nces, and earthguokes, in divers places.

When Christ said, see to it that ve be not troubled,
He meant for us to gain what knowledge we could
end also prepare for what is to follow. We are living
todary in the time of the Lord’s preparation. We read
in Noghum 2:34, 7. .. . The chariots shall be with flam-
ing torches in t‘ﬂc day of his preparation, The
chariots shall rage in the streets, they shall justle one
against another in the broad ways: they shall seem
like torches, they shall run like the lighinings.”

A
from place to place,
of Jet propulsion.

concsmmq this as {o

chariot is a convevance that would carry people
Being with torches is the powcr
The provhet had a knowledge of

the raging in the strests of our automobile of today.
An example of ihis is the freeways in the cities es
pecially when people are going to and from work.

A sirange things is, there are not necrly as many acci-
dents on the freeway as there are on the highways in
sroportion to the vehicles traveling on them. Nahum
etold this when he said they would justle one
against another in the broad ways {(highways). An
evidence of this is seen in the culomobile graveyards
seen along the highways in vgmoub parts of the coun-

ol

try.  All these things were io toke place in the time
of the Lord’s preparation, when He would be consid-
ering in his dwelling place like o clear heat upon
herbs, Isaiah 18:4.

The "all these things’, recorded by Matthew, did

not ;:;@rmif% to wars and rumors of wars only but to
s in divers places and earthg k&q in divers

& when Hrst the nations and the king-

world fought and other nations

io.fxs; ai the Gnci‘ king-
doms fought against them, was at the time of the First

W v’md Weor which had its beginning in 1914, This
along with famines {(drouths), and pestilences (insecis
and diseases of livestock an:z piant life), was to be
"The beginning of sorrows’.
Christ indicated that when these things tcke place,
"The end is not vet”. He also said, Matthew 24:36,
concerning the end of the world, "But of that day and
;.@u; knoweth no fncm no, not the angels of heaven
ut my Father only,” This would indicuaie that when
:ie, said the end is not vet, He meant the time of the
end, because He went on ito tell them of the things
which would transpire that Doniel spoke of as nearing
the time of the end.



We notice the words of Daniel 11:27, "For vet the
end shall be ot the time appointed”, showing that
there is « period called the time of the end which shall
be an appointed time. In the 35th verse, we find the
wording a little plainer: . . . Even to the time of the
end: becouse it is vet for a time appointed.”” This
brings us the understonding that the time of the end
is o dispensation of time for certain things to be ac-
complished. The word, End, would give us the belief
that it would be the last dispensation of time before
the Millennium is ushered in.

Orne of our greatest sources of information on the
sme of the end ig Demiel, He, no doubt, was a great
student ond inquired of the Lord for the understonding
on memy things. There were times that the Lord either
withheld the undsrstonding from him or did not permit
him ‘o record it In Daniel 12:4, he was told to, 7. ...
Shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the
time of the end.”

The word, To, is used primarily to express direction
of approach. The words of the Book were not to be
understood until man had come to the approach of the
time of the end. We will iry io illustrate this defini-
Hon: We may travel down the highway with the in-
tontion of going to a person’s farm. When we get
there, we find an approach which we must tum onlo
to get into the form. And so it is with the days of sor-
rows; they are the approach to the time of the end.

There is aonther sign meniioned in this 4th verse
of Daniel, we just referred to. It indicates an unsettled
condition among mankind: “Many shall run to and fro
.. This is an expression with o double mecnin

The history of the world shows us that {or centuries,
up until the forepart of the twentieth, mankind traveled
primarily west. This was brought about io o great
extent, by the migration of maon. Even though this
country is composed of people of dll races and no
tionalities, very few of them migrated here from across
the Pacific Ocean; most of them ccme here across the
Atlemtic Ocean. They started settling in the eastern
part of the United States and filled the country to the
western ocean. Thev were going one direction; shall
we say, To?

Since the forepart of the twentieth century there has
been few places left to be homesteaded. Bince that
time, fine highways have been built. They have been
built, sast end west, north ond south. If o person
would waich o highway and count the travelers, it is
doubtful if there would be any difference over o pericd
of a vear in the count of those going one way over
those going the other. They are going o and fro.

‘We mentioned the unsetiled condition of the people.
It used to be that the primary purpose a couple had in
mind, when they married, was to settle down and
build o house io estoblish their home in. There are
thousands today, who live in mobile homes. Very sel-
dom do they settle in one place but rather they run
1o and fro.
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There was another sign written in this 4th verse of
Daniel: 7. .. . And knowledge shall be increased,” It
is true that knowledge staried to increase slowly about
1830, but since the close of the First World War, it has
gained such momentum that today there can scarcely
be a comprehensive knowledge, instead it requires
specialists in nearly all fields.

Let us examine o few of the signs Christ gave in-
dicating His coming was near af hand. There are two
periods of time indicated in the signs told of in Matthew
and Luke. It is necessary sometimes to place other
references with them io determine which pericd He is
referring to. He told us to understand, when we read
about the Abomination of Desolation spoken of by
Daniel the prophet. We believe thers is quite o dif
fence of opinion concerning this thing.

A person might think it refers to the time when the
Tews were driven out of their lend dofier the days of
Christ. But Matthew and Mark te it in with the com-
ing of Christ. For instonce, just before the mention of
the Abomination of Desolation in Matthew 24:15, it
stades in the 14th verse, "And this gospel of the king-
dom shall be preached in ol the world for a witness
unto ol nations; and then shall the end coms.” This
would indicate that Christ was referring o the last
days when this would be fulfilled. We intend to take
this up more fully later on. Let it sulfice 1o say for
now, we must be on the alert to recognize and under-
stemd this obomination which will be in our midst.

We were to notice cnother sign, Luke 21:26. There
will be something to couse the powers of heaven o
be shaken. There was power given io the Disciples
of Christ, Matthew 10:1, over unclean spirits ond to
heal the sick. Tt is more fully listed in the 8th verse
of the same chapter, "Heal the sick, clecnse the lepers,
reise the dead, cast out devils; freely ve have received,
freely give.”

The same power has been given to the Elders of
the Church of Christ in our time. Ancther gift is the
Holy Ghost; then with that gift were the gifts of the
Spirit. One of the gifts of the Spirit is the gift of Fuith.

it  person's faith is 1o be sirong, it must be ex-
ercised. I it is never used unil some emergency
arises, it may be so weak that it won't reach the Heav-
enly Portals. Or a person may not even know how
to use it. In either case he may feel that he is so far
gone that there is no use trying io carry on in the
Faith,

An Elder may spend so much of his fime and tho-
ught in matiers periaining to the world, that when he
iz called on for some service or io perform one of the
ordinances, he may be of a loss io know what o do.
His igith may be so wecok that he feels he is o foilure
in the service of the Lord.

When the Lord gives a gift to mankind, He also
gives power to put it into effect. If g man places that
gift on the shelf, so to speak, the power of it will be-
come weak as far as that person is concerned. When
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the God-given power in o person becomes weak, i
becomes shaken, Then their critic will say, "Where
is their great power, where ig their God?”

The Spirit of God is given to the children of men
that their love might be purified. When it is purified
it becomes charity, for we read, Book of Mormon 768:
52, "Wherefore, cleave unio charity, which is the
greatest of all, for all things must iodl; but chority is
the pure love of Christ, and it endureth for ever; and
whoso is found posessed of it ot the last day, it shall
be well with them.”

We are told that before the coming of Christ
Matthew 24:12, "And because iniguity shall abound,
the love of many shall wox cold.”” How mony con
remnember some of the lubricating oil used in the fore
part of the tweniisth century? When it was warm
the oil flowed freely, but when it got cold, the wax in
the oil caused it to thicken io the extent, in some cases,
that it was of no use. 6 o motor was used with oil in
this condition, there was o good chonce it would be
ruined. This oil had waoxed cold. If o person’s love
has wazxed cold it is a condilion where they can be
of very little use if anvy to the Lord.

This waxing cold of the love of many is brought
about because iniquity is to abound. The meaning of
Iniquity is: Gross injustice; wickedness; hatefulness.
The meaning of Abound is: To be in grect guantity.

A person does not usually recognize the faulis
found in his own life. It is easier 1o see them in others.
Let each one examine himsell and see if there is any
shadow of reasonable doubt in his mind:

1. Do we find ocurselves drown inilc groups or
clang?

2. Do we avoid meeting with others of the same
Faith, either in their homes or at their religious serv-
ices, just becouse there is a difference of opinion or
interpretation on some passage of the Scriptures?

3. Are we quick 1o condemn another or to accuse
him before we hove heard all the story?

4. Is it easy io repeat o story ol another's foult
before we have proved it to be either true or false;
cmd this because we think that this person is apt io
do or say such o thing? ,

5 Do we trv to justify contention just becauss it
lends strength o our side of the question?

6. Do we find it easy io stay away from church
services?

Oh! There may be more guestions we could ask
curselves on this point.  But let us consider briefly
the questions we have.

1. The household of God is supposed to include all
those who are His children. We must exercise care
that we do not find ourselves sitting on the seat of
judgment, borring others from the household of Faith.
If we do this, our world will become smaller ond small
er instead of larger and larger.

2. There have been differences of opinion on points

«

of doctrine throughout the history of Christianity and

February, 1962

we can expect them in our day, but they need not
bar us from another's threshold nor meeting with him
in his religious services occasionally. To meet with
him, could be imparting to him spirttually cccording
o his needs and wonts, Book of Mormon 261:64.

3. It iz very seldom we get io hear both sides of a
story. 1 we did, many times we would not know
which way to decide.

4, 1t is best not to repeat a story of another's fault.
Many times it is seasoned with somse person’s imag-
ination or fabrication.

5. Let us use the words of Christ on this one. Book of
Mormon 634:29-30, “And there shall be no disputations
among you, as there hath hitherto been; neither shall
there be disputations among you concerning the points
of My doctrine, as there hath hitherto been; for verily,
verily I say unto vou, He that hath the spirit of conten-
Hon, is not of me, but is of the devil, who is the father
of contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to
contend with cnger one with another.” A Dispule is:
To contend in argument; io debate.

6. The expression is often heard, "I can worship
God just as well at home as [ can in church.” Forty
vears ago the evening church service was consider-
ed the choice of the two. Today there may be 10%
1o 15% as mony afiend in the evening as there are
in the morning. Do those who stay ol home hold o
service with God, or do they just stay home? Another
thing, how have some of those chosen to speck in the
evening qualified themselves before God? Do they
preach or do they read passages from the Bible and
RBook of Mormon and fail to expound them?

When Christ was telling of the signs which would
precede His coming, Matthew 24:37, He made this
statement: "But as the days of Noe were, so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be) We will notice,
He said days. Not just the Hme of the flood but rather
the important happenings during the lifetime of Nooh.
Let us examine some of these hoppenings.

There iz a word that, perhaps, is not used encugh
todery, Evil. It is o word which has a sirong meaning.
It mecns: Morally corrupt; producing or threatening
sorrow, distress or calamity. These conditions we see
around us necrly everywhere as we go in the world
and they are getting worse as the davs go by. Belore
the flood in the time of Noch, we find an account,
Genesis £:5, that surely describes our day: "And God
saw that the wickedness of mom was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his hecart
was only evil continually.” One of the evils of our
time is revenge. Many times a person feels thal he
hos been done on injustice and rather than let God
hondle the punishment, he will take revenge into his
own honds. The Scriptures give us the law on this in
Romans 12:19, "Vengeance is mine; [ will repay, saith
the Lord.”

And because of the conditions which obtain in the
world, many who know the ways of the Lord are en-
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ficed away from Him., When they take so much time
following cfter the pleasures of the world, they find sc
litfle time left to seek after their God. The desire to
follow aiter righteousness gets weoker ond weaker
until finally the world takes all their time. The Spirit
of God, it seems, ceasss o sirive with them and they
must some day reap the reword of their folly. In the
book of Genesis 8:3, we find that condition, for God
seid, "My Spirit shall not always strive with mom.”
This will also apply o nations, cousing them distress
cnd perplexity and in some cases destruction.

Many are talking today, some are writing and oth-
ers gre giving lectures on the same subject: another
world war or the destruction of much of mankind.
Some apparently, are trying o scare people into be-
coming members of their church, by telling them of the
calamities which are coming on the ecarth. There is o
danger that if a person is scared into a church, he may
not do God much good. The religion that Christ insti-
mited on the earth hos facts o back it A religion
which is not bocked with scriptural facts is supersti-
tion. We understand from the Scriptures that the God
we worship is o jeclous God. I He is o jealous God,
He intends that we not only should worship Him but
we rmust love Him as well. If we show there is io be
a destructive war ond do not show thai God has «
slan for the defense of His people, then how will we
convince them thot God is always the same? He
planmed « defense in the days of Noah. Shouldn't He
be able to do the same today?

It is true that the Scriptures tell us there will be «
waor that will destroy many pecple. [t was also fore-
told in the day of Noah that there would be a areat
destruction of the people, Genesis 6:7. There was also
going to be a great destruction of animal and fowl life
as well.

We read Genesis 6:11, "The earth also was cor-
rupt before God, cnd the earth was filled with vio-
lence.” Isciah hod o knowledge of similiar conditions
in our time for we read Isaich 24:5, "The earth also is
defiled under the inhabitonis thereof; because they
have trcmsgressed the laws, changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant.” A close look at the
reading before and after the above guotation will
show that it refers to our Hme,

In the day of Noah the earth was corrupt. In our
day it is to be defiled. Defilement would bring on
corruption if nothing is done to correct it

All a person would need io do is to contact farm-
ers in the various parts of the couniry, or maybe the
world, if he wishes to prove this thing. That person
would find out that 50 vears ago, or befors the First
World War, about all the former had o worry about
was the wecther: now there are diseases of a good
memy different sorts which have to be fought and pre-
ventative methods used against, in poultry, livestock,
grain cnd fruit. Besides there are insecis of ditferent
kinds that cause immeasurecble domoge and loss.
Nearly everything which grows from the sarth is sub-
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ject to defilement. Isaiah gives us where the blame
is to be placed for this defilernent, the inhabitanis.

First: They have transgressed the law. When we
think of the law of God, we think of the law of right-
sousness. When o person breaks the law of God, the
word, Transgression, is usually used. When « per
son breaks the law of the land, the word, Violation,
is usually used. The word, Tromsgressed, is used in
the quotation we are considering ond this being the
case, it is the law of God which has been broken. And
it has been broken by the inhabitants of the earth.

Second: They hove changed the ordinance. [ we
are not careful, we will quote that, Ordinances, instead
of, Ordinance, as it is written. There is o difference.
Christ placed ordinances in His church for the admin-
istration of the Gospel; such as Baptism, Laying on of
Hands, Serving the Sacrament, etc. When used with
the word, The, the word, Ordinance, means a prescrib-
ed way of doing things. In this case it refers to the
Church of Christ and in particular, the method, place
and hunction He has designed for all that He has set
in the Church.

Let us use us an example, | Corinthians 12:28, "And
God hath set some in the the church, first apostles,
secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that mir-
acles, then gifis of healings, helps, governments, diver-
sities of tongues.”

Let us notice that it reads, God set. The word, Set,
means: To put in o fixed state. Next we notice that He
set, first Apostles, secondarily Prophets.  Secondarily
means, next below the first in importance. This means
that Christ placed the work of most importance on
the apostles in His church. That being the case, if
we change that ond place Prophets first, or Bishops
first, or use o name not found in the Scriptures and
place it as having the most important work, we are
chonging the ordinance and cannot be held blame-
less for so doing.

Third: They have broken the everlasting covenant.
The sverlasting covencnt is the one made in this life
that will hold valid in the life that is o come. [t is the
covenant that permits us to enter the Kingdom of God.
Christ explained it to Nicodemus this way: John 3:5,
", . . Except o man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” The birth
of the water and of the Spirit is the everlasting cov-
encnt we make with God.

Paul explained how this covenant is broken. He-
brews £8:4-6; “For it is impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and
have tasted of the good word of God, and powers
of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew
themn again unto repeniance; seeing they crucily
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an
open shame.”

Surely, God would not permit a defilement of the
ecarth i there were only a few who had committed
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these three irangressions; neither does the quotation
indicate that to be the case. [t says the inhabitomis
of the earth are the ones who have committed the
tremsgressions ond surely ihal would mean Tnony.

O]

o

Back in the day of Noah, when God's indignation
hed become full, He told Noah, Genesis £:12-14, "And
God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was cor-
rupt: for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the
sarth,  And God said unio Noah, The end of all flesh i
come belore me; for the earth is fillad with violence
through them; ond, behold, | will destroy them with the
earth. Make thee an ark of gopher wood: rooms shalt
thou make in the ark, and thou shalt pitch it within
and without with pitch.”

>

i

b

i

We will notice here that God was not going 10
destroy those whom He could contact; those who had
<o ordered their lives that they were close to Him.
But the rest He was going to permit to be destroyed;
not only man but animal life as well, A close study
of this chapter in Genesis will show that God gave
specific instructions on how the ark was to be buili,
and what was o go info it when it was completed.
Some may say that nothing like that could happen in
our tme.

God is unchangeable. If He could and would
protect or deliver His people in the day of Noah, He
can and will do the same in our time. We read Donisl
12:1 when this time of great trouble shall come on the
eartn, . . . Thy people shall be deliverad, every one
that shall be found written in the book.”

The Book spoken of here is the Book of Life, Rev-
elation 3:5 "He that overcometh, the same shall be
clothed in white raiment; ond I will not blot cut his
name out of the book of life, . . The Scriptures tell
of a place where a condition will be that is favorable
io the Lord. There the ones, who have been washed
clean, will be commanded to go.

It is written in Joel 2:32, "And it shall come to pass,
that whosoever shall call on the nome of the LORD
shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem
shal be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in
the remnont whom the LORD shall call”

We will have more to say on this subject lc
this writing.

When Christ spoke of the signs which would pre-
cede His coming, He said, Luke 21:25, 7. .. And upon
he earth distress of notions, with perplexity; the sea
and the waves roaring.” The Gentile nations of today
run into one perplexing problem after another. They
certainly are perplexed 1o try to find an answer. It
seems they just about get one thing quist when another
pops up at another place.

To be perplexed is 1o be bewildersd; to be bewild-
ered is o be confused. In the day of Noah there was
confusion of all the people becouse their language
was confounded. Today the Gentile nalions are con-
founded because, as a prophet of old wrote, Isciah
29:14, “'. . . . Por the wisdom of their wise men shall
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perish, cnd the understanding of their prudent men
shall be hid”

The sea and the waves have certainly been roaring
the last few vecrs with ail the hurricanes that have
bheen in the Pacific.

We will notice one more circumstance that existed
in the day of Noah. Man determined to get info heaven
by his own means, for they said, Genesis 114, 7. .. Go
to, let us build us a city and o tower, whose top may
reach unto heaven. . . We may say to ourselves that
they could not have done it so why consider it? We will
have to admit that they made on all-out effort 1o try
to cccomplish that purpose. Today we heove the same
thing iried in a different wey, There is an all-out effort
on the part of two of the world's most powerful nations
to get o man to the moon.

Where is the moon located? Genesis 1:16-17, "And
God made two great lights, the greater light to rule
the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made
the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of
the heaven io give light upon the earth’”. 8th verse,
“And God called the firmament Heaven . .. We may
call it outer space but we must admit, the thoughts
of men are the same today as they were in the day
of Noah.

The iower of Babel was being constructed aboul
100 vears after the flood. Genesis 9:28, " And Noah
lived cfter the Hood three hundred and fifty years.”
S the incident of the tower of Babel was in the days
of Noah.

Now let us examine briefly, what right man has 1o
think he can have dominion over the moon or any of
the stars? Genesis 1:26, “And God said, Let us make
mom in our image, alter our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the
fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
sarth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth up-
on the earth.” This shows that man has dominion only
over the earth and the things which were created upon
it and space as far up s it is related to the earth.
When he gets up so far, there is a boundary line which
separcies the conditions of the ecrth from the condi-
Hon of the Hrmament. Beyond this boundary line, man
ed ouler space.

Now let us read Psalms 115:16, 7
the heavens, are the Lord's: but the sarth hath he
given to the children of men.” It doesn't look like we
should be wasting so much on this outer space project.
We can look about us and see the miserable condition
that man has gotten this earth into. This earth was to
be not only for man’s habitation but it is God's foot-
stool as well. Good sound reason would tell us that
Giod would never permit unwise men to gain dominion
over something He has reserved unto Himsell

We have tried to show most of the major signs
which would show thet the coming of Christ and the
sme of the end are near af hemd., We hope the reader
will consider seriously cnd not condemn before he has
token time to prove or disprove.

The heaven, even
1
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T Whom @a You Trust 7}

By Elder Poul G. Mercer

In these troubled times one (who ig frusting the arm

h) might be Qlfmlwc* and h,;ed with fca* But
why are things 807 "Come now, and let us reason
LORD: though vour sins fo s
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though thes
red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isa )
“Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, thcﬁ it
cemnnot save; neither his ear heavy, thal it canno
{Isa. 59:1.)

v then these troublesome times? Study the fol-
lowing verses of the 59*%1 chapter of Isaiah: "But yvour
in iquiiims have separated between you and yvour God,

md vour sins have hid nis face from vou, that he will
not hear. For yvour hands are defiled with blood, and
vour fingers with iniquity; vour lips huve spoken lies,
vour tongue hath muttered perversenes None calleth
for justice, nor any pleadeth for trum: they ifrust in
vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and
bring forth iniguity. Thev halch cockatrice’ eggs, and
weave the spider’'s web: he that eateth of their eggys
dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into o
viper. Their webs shall not become garments, naithe
shall they cover themselves with their works. thei
works are works of iniquity, and the act of viclence is
in their hands., Their feet run to evil, and they make
haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are
thoughts ol inquily; wasting ond destruction are in
their puths. The way of peace they know not; and
there is no judgment in their goings: they have made
them crooked paths: whosoever goeth thersin shall

not know peace.”  (verses 2-8).

.
e
57 s

heor.

Why

or

=

The Psalmist David cries, 'O vye sons of men, how
long will ve turn mvy glory into sham@? fmw long will
ve love vanity, and seek after leasing?” (Psalms fl 22
“"The fool hath said in his heort 'ihe;rc is no God.
are corrupt, they have done abommqb}e works, there
is none that dogth good. The LORD locked down from

heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were
any that did understand, and seek God. They are ol

gone aside,
ig none tho

they are oll together become {ilthy: there
1t doeth good, no not one.  (Psalms 14:1-3)

What a sad picture after God had been so loving
and mercitul to the children of men. Let us look back
through His blessed iruths and see how he dealt
His people in times past.

with

Ex. 23:2027. God promises Israel He will send an
angel 1o guide and keep them in the way to the Y)‘au
that He hath prepared; that He would bless them with
plenty ond no sickness would be upon their bodies
it they obeyed the voice of the angel and did not bow
down to serve the Gods of the wicked nations into
which they were going.

In II Kings 19:34-35, we again find His protecting
hand over His people that were putting their trust in
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Him ond serving Him by keeping His commond-
ments—185,000 of the enemy slain and not one soul
of Israel lost

In I Chronicles 5:18-21, and I Chronicles 28'?3-24;
we find the people believing in prophets and calling
upon God and putting their trust in Him and not one
soul was lost.  In Daniel we read of the three He-
brew children being cast into the flery furnace and
Daniel being cast into the lion's den and their mirac
uluous preservation becouse they served and wor-
shipped the only true and living God.

God's holy prophet {(Jer. 7:1-11} speaks unto those
who had profaned God's laws and commandmenis
saying, "Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 151“&@
Amend vyour ways and vyour doings. He further
commands them to trust not in lying words and io turn
from all ungedliness or they would be cast out,

Let us turn to the God-given wisdom of Solomon:
"My son, forget not my laws; but let thine heart keep
my commondments: for length of days, and long life,
and peace, shall they add 1o thee., Let not mercy and
iruth forscke thee: bind them about thy neck; write
them upon the table of thine heart: so shalt thou find
favor and good understanding in the sight of God and
man. Trust in the LORD with ol thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding. In oll thy ways
acknowledge him, cand he shall direct thy paths. Be

not wise in thine own evyes; fsar the LORD, and depart
from evil,” (Proverbs 3:1-7.)

Can't we see the handwriting on the wall as Bel-
shazzar saw 11?7 "Thou art weighed in ‘38 balances,
and art found wanting,” Haove cur eves been blinded
by our transgression or have we willully closed them?

The Psalmist David instructs us, "The earth is the
LORD'S, cmd the fulness thereol; the world, and they
that dwell therein. For he hath founded it upon the
seas, and established it upon the floods. Who shall
ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand
in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a
pure heart; who hath not lifted up hig soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing
from the Lord, and rightecusness from the God of his
salvation.”  Psalms 24;

ooy

“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, proph-
esied of i’he%;&%, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with

d
ien thousands of his sainis, to execute judgment upon

and to convince oll that are ungodly among them
of Il their ungodly deeds which they hove ungodly
committed, and of all their hard speeches which un-
godly sinners have spoken against him.” {(Jude
1:14-15)

The Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ said there
would be mockers in the last Hime who would walk
alter their own ungodly lusts. These are they who
separate themselves sensual, having not the spirit.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, can't we see why we
are divided, separaied, have contentions and strife?
It is becouse we have drifted too far from the shore.
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Crur hearts are filled but not with charity—the pure
love of Christ.

"Wherelore layving aside all malice, and all guile,
and hypocrisies, and envies, und all evil speckings,
as newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word,
that ve may grow thereby: if so be yve have tasted that
the Lord is gracious. To whom coming, as unto a liv-
ing stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen ot
God, and precious, ve also, as lively stones, are built
up « spiritual house, and holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”
(I Peter 2:1-5.)

My prayer to God through Jesus Christ our Lord is
that we may all be one in Christ's name-—unity in both
word ond spirit.

If we have fear in these troubled times, let it not
be of him who is able to kil the body; but rather
fear him who is able to kill and cast both soul and
body into hell. FEAR GOD AND KEEP HIS COM-
MANDMENTS,

Te Ttee gemmag W

By Elder Clarence L. Wheaoton

Part Five
THE HOLY GHOST WAS WITH GOD IN THE
BEGINNING AND HAD PERSONALITY

Hoving established the relationship existing be-
tween the Fternal Father, Almighty God, and His Only
Begotien Son, Jesus Christ, as two persons in the Trin-
ity, we will now sesk to establish the third person of
the Godhead, whom we believe to be the Holy Ghost.
In Part Three, we touched briefly upon the part the
Holy Ghost, or Spirit of God, played in the Creation
by « reference to the Pentateuch and Haliorahs on
Genesis. As we continue our search for truth on the
subject of the Godhead, we are made to reclize the
important role of the Spirit of God, or the Holy Ghost,
in the creation of the earth and its life. Dr. Maurice,
whom we quoted in a previous chapter relative to the
proper interpretation of the name Flohim, also gives us
the following from the Hebrew concerning the Spirit
of God:

“As the Father and the Son are so expressly poini
ed cut in the first verse of Genesis 1:1, so is the third pe

son in the blessed Trinity, not less decisively revealed o

to us in Genesis 1:2, "And the Spirit of God moved upon

the face of the waiers': ‘brooded upon’ the waler, incu-
Thus the Spirit

exerted upon this occasion an effec 1y agitating
abyss, and infused into i a poweriul vital force.”
Maurice, a Hebrew Scholar, quoted in “"What the Restora

sion Teaches Concerning God,” page 26).

So the third person, the Holy Ghost, is also in-
dicated in the history of the Creation as having moved
upon the face of the waters—brooded over or incubated
cs o hen broods over her eggs. To this interpretation,
Dr. ]. H. Hertz, chief Rabbi of London (1929), agrees in

mavit, as o hen broods over her eggs

1Ty
LT,

his editing of the Pentateuch and Haltorahs relative fo
thig clause, 'the Spirit of God moved upon the face of
the deep,” as fcllows:

“Meved or hovered’s the Hebrew word ocours agoin
only in Deuteronomy 32, where it is descriptive of the eagle
hovering over the young to care for them and protect them.
The Spirtt of God guickens it and transforms it into material
for o living world. The Jesusclem Targum tranmslates this
verse, 'And the sarth was vacancy and desolation, solitary
of the sons of men and void of every animal, and darkness
was upon the face of the abyss, and the Spirit of Mercies
rom before the Lord breathed upon the face of the
waters. . {Ibid Genesis—Bereshith, page 4).

1t will be noted that Dr. Hertz here gives the spirit
of God personality, by the use of the title Spirit of
Merciss, from before the Lord. This is as it should be,
for many instances in the scripture, both in the Holy
Rible and the Book of Mormon, definitely ascribe such
personality to the Holy Spirit.  Christ, himself, im-
puted personality to the Spirit or Holy Ghost, when
He said:
“Nevertheless 1 tell vou the truth; It is expedient for
vou that 1 go away; tor if [ go not away, the Comiorier
will not come unto you; but # 1 ¢ ¢, T will send him untc
v {John 16:7)

“And 1 will pray the Fail
another Comforter, that he may obide with you for evern”
Tohn 14:185.

"“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
FPather will send in my noame, he shall t 3
and bring all things io vour remembrance, whatsoever I
have suid unto you”  (John 14:26).

and because of and lowliness of
heart, cometh the visitation of the Holy Ghost, which Com-

forter filleth with hope and perfect love,” ete.  (Moroni 8:29)

In these instances we find that the Spirit of God,
which moved upon the waters in Genesis 1:2, is here
called the Holy Ghost and the Comforter, and is given
individual personclity with proper names and the mas-
culine gender. Thus, Christ, a God, an equal with God,
was able o send the Comforter—a being capable of
being sent or dispaiched os an agent, who was o dis-
tinct eniity from himself and the Father, one having
ability to move, to be sent, to dwell, fo teach, and fo
invite and to persuade mankind in numerous activities,
wheo had Iorm or body by which He could be seen.
The argument that the Spirit is an atiribute of God does
not hold true, for an atiribute does not have these qual-
fications as personality or being has, and the Book of
Mormon of every edition tells us so. Tuming io the
account of Nephi we read:

er, and he shail give you

wch you all th

meekness,

"End the Holy Ghost giveth authority that 1 should
speak . . . . and the Spirit said unto me . . . . the Spirlt
cried with a loud voice . . . . For | spake unto him as a
mon speaketh: for ] beheld that he was in the form of o
man: yet, nevertheless, I knew that it was the Spirlt of
the Lord: and he spoke unto me as ¢ rmon speaketh with

1 Nephi 3:36-50; Palmyvra Edition, page Z4)

ancther” {1
From this we learn that the Holy Ghost, the Spirit
of God, was « being of intelligence having power and
ability o give or convey cuthority to another, to be
vocal, and with an audible voice express His thoughts
s one mon specking to another. He also had form or
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o body which gave him personality and by which He

was distinguished from other beings. To these svi-
dences we add, "and behold the Holy Spirit of God did
come down from heaven,” eic. (Hel. 2:111), thus dis
playing his power to move from place 1o place.

Another atiribute of the Spirit of God, as revealed
in the Scripture, is His abilily to exert physical force or
power by which he could remove objects or persons
from one place to onother. Here are a few instonces
of such capability:

“And it sholl e 10 pass, as soon as 1 oam gone
from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord shall camry thee
whither I know net: when I come cmd tell Ahab,

{ e shall slay me;” (I Kings 18:12).
unto him, Bel there be with
strong men; let them go, we pray thee,

and sesk thy b lesi peradventure the Spirit of the

LORBD hath taken him up, ond cast him upon some moun-

wrin, or into some valley. etc. 1] Kings 2:18)

“Then the Spirll look me up, and | heard behind me
a voice. . . . 5o the spirit lifted me up, and took me away.”
eic. (Ezek. 3:12-14L

“Then was Jesus led up of the spirit intc the wilder
ness to be iempied of the devil.” (Matt. 4:1).

Then also we have the cccount in the Acts of the
Apostles, 8th Chap., concerning Philip and the eunuch

"And when they were come up oul of the waier, the
Spirit of the Lord caughi away Philip, that the eunuch saw

urws SO

find thee,

old now,

ister:

him no more: . But Philip was found ot Azotus: and
passing through he preuched in all the «ifi ame

(Acts B:39-400
They were on the road from Jerusalem to Gaza in
the desert. A few miles before vou reach Gaza is the

Wadi el Hesy, very likely the place where the bap-

to Caesarea.”

tism occurred for streams of waler are rare in the
desert. And the Spirit of the Lord cought away Philip

and took him fo Azotus, which is the modern city of
Ashod, fifteen or twenty miles north of Gozo. The
Wadi ] Hes y lies north, haltway between Gazo and
Ashkelon, which is siill called Ashkelon. Azotus or
Ashod ie still further north and Cossarea is about 85
miles north of Ashkelon. The physical ability of the
Spirit of the Lord ‘o carry, life up, lead, eic., is thus
clearly indicated as one of his attributes, which powers
are only exercised by o being or entity having form
and substance o do so.

We would not consider this cnalysis complete if
we {cm@d to toke into account the fact that the Holy
Spirit of God manifests tiself in another form than that
of o man. Beccuse of the peculior work which was
assigned o him, he had the power to transform or
franstigure himself and maonifest himself in other forms,
Le., in the iorm of o dove, the form of cloven fongues
of fire:

“And the Holy Ghost descended in o beodily shape
like a dove upon him (Christ) and o voice came fom

heaven, which said romy beloved Son in thee
am well pleased.”  (Luke 2:22).
Here we have the exact parallel of three in one, @

composite unit: Christ in the a’mmde of prayer on sarth
{verse 21); the Holy Spirit in « bodily shope—like o
dove—upon him, visible to those around him; and the

audible voice of the third person, God the Fother, from
heaven., Thus we find the Spirit had personality; i
had bodily shape and could descend and ascend from
God. This fact was affirmed by Matthew and John:

"And Jesus, when he was baptized, weni up straight-
way out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opensd
unio him, and he saw the Sy God descending lke «a
dove, and lighting upon him. th. 3:16),

. saying, I saw the Spirit des-
like a dove, and it abode upon him.
i he that sent me to buaptize with
water, the some sald unte me, Upon whom thou shalt see
the 3Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is
he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost” (John 1:32-33)

This was the promise made of the Father io Israsl,
as spoken by Isaich:

of

“And John
cending from T

And T knew him not

“And there shall > forth a rod out of the stem of
lesse, and a Branch row out of his rocis: “oand the
spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knowledge and LORD: " etc,
{sc, 11123
From these scriptures we learn that the Holy Spirit

can take other than human form. On the day of Pen-

tecost we see the Spirit of the Lord manifest in stll
another form:

of the fear of the

"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they
were all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly
there came o sound from heaven as of o rushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitling.
And there uppeared unio them cloven tongues like as of

fire, and it sat upon each of them. And thevy wers oll
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other

(Acts 2:1-4).

Sufficient should now have been given o show that
the Bpirit of God, or the Holy Ghost, has the powsr io
manifest himsell in various forms, i.e., as a man, in the
bodily form of a dove, as o cloven tongue of fire; and
having the power o hover, incubavit (incubate), and
impart life io inanimate Substance and use physical
energy to transport, carry or Lt objecis or persons.

Let us now consider the persondlity of the Holy
Ghost.  There are those who hold that the Spirit of
God is not o person, that he is only an entity; vel an
entity, regardless of what form it might take, is some-
thing which has o real sxistence or being. [t differs
from the "spirit of man” (Job 32:8, Eccl. 3:21), which is
the soul, in that it is an agent of the Lord which goes
ond comes at His command to perform various works,
sither to individuals, groups of people, nations or
things. He, the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of
God, all being synonimous names applying o this third
member of the Godhead. The very fact that the Scrip-
tures, both in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, give
Him o personal name designated by the capitalization
of it imputes to Him personohiy And if He has per
sonality, He iz « ligence, capable of
reasoning, decision and action in his own right. We
will now give some evidence of these focts.

job suid, "The spirit of God hath made me” (b
33:4), showing that it has power to crecie or form hu
man bodies.

as the Spirit gave them utterance.'

longues,

being of
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lsaich said, "And now the Lord GOD, oand his
Spirit hath sent me” (sa. 48:16), thus having the power
i send or commission, which is more forcefully brought
out in the Acts of the Apostles, 'As they ministered to
the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have ceall-
ed them. . . . So they, being sent forth by the Holy
Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they
sailed to Cyprus.” (Acts 13:2-4), and, "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers,” eic.
(Acts 20:28).

He also has the cuthority to direct the servanis of
God where o minister; “Then the Spirit said unto
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot” (Acts
§:29). and, While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit
said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee. Arise
therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubt-
ing nothing; for I have sent them.” (Acts 10:19-20).

He has the power to testrain: "Now when they had
gone throuch Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and
were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word
in Asia, after they were come to Mysia, they assayed
to go into Bithynia; but the Spirit suffered them not”
{Acts 16:6-7).

He has power to move upon men 1o prophesy: “For
the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man;
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.” (II Peter 1:21).

He strives with sinners: “And the LORD said,
spirit shall not always shrive with man,” (Gen. 6:3).

My

He has fesling or emotion: "But they rebelled, and
vexed his Holy Spirit:” eic., {Isa. 63:10.

He can be tempted: “Then Peter said unto her, How

is it that ve have agreed together io tempt the Spirit of
the Lord?” (Acts 2:9).
He can be lied to: 'But Peter said, Ancmias, why
hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost,
and to keep back part of the price of the land?” (Acts
5.3, He is a true and faithful witness, (I Cor. 12).

Meamy more scriptures could be cited 1o show that
the Holy Spirit has a distinct personality and individ-
udlity, sepcrate from God and Christ, but that i
become oo tedious.

However there is one more |

in this regard, a very important one, which we should
not pass over. The Holy Spirit can be blasphemed
against, or spoken aggainst derigively, or irreverently,
or impicusly, just the same us God or His Christ com

he. And in doing so the penally is very sericus:

Sy e of sin

anner of 8

Wherelore 1 say unic y n |
biasphemy shall be forgiven unioc men: but the blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unioc men.

P c
et the Sern
IR

And whoscever speaketh a word again
it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever specketh ogainst
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this
world, neither in the world to come.” 132

(Matt, 12:31
alse Acts 7:51)

COloIndan,

inde.  oEe

This unforgiveable sin is also reated on in the Book
of Mormon:
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e et

“For behold, i ye deny the Holy Ghost when i

fhae had place in you, and ye know that ve deny it
(Alma 19:8)

is o sin which is unpardonable;”

Under these circumstances, who
ly deny the existence of the Holy Spirit of God, as be

ing o distinct personality in the Godhead, as one of the
o

can conscientious
.

™

Trinity who has been with th Father oand the Son
from the beginning of creation? For the servants of
God in all ages have testified of him and of his office
work ae an adminisirative agent, or wilness for God,
therefore, we should beware, lest in denying him his
place as an associate and companion of God and His
Christ, that we do not commit an act of blasphemy
which shall not be lorgiven in this world or in the
world to come.

Therefore, we wish to summarize briefly by atfir
ing that we believe we have produced cmple evidence
from the scripture to justify the belief of this Church of
Christ in the Fatherhood of God, the Sonship of Jesus
Christ, the Wimess of the Holy Spirit, as the Triune
God or God head, who have been associcted fogether
fromn the foundation of the world as on God, Elohim,
F Alom, the very God of heaven and earth.

S5 let us all unite in singing their proise and de-
fending their cause among men, and so preach the true
relationship between them as we have been commis-
sioned by our Lord and Baviour jesus Christ:

Jesus Christ, that
by the Jews, and by the

3

> whereby he hath gain
grave: and also in him is the si

And he bringsth to pass the

pass  the

And he hath brought to
found guiltiess

seal.

world, whereby he that i

udgment day, hath it
God in his

oirs ahbove

o him ot !
the presence of

5 prajses with the

he Son, and

s tee e
Hicile

he docirine of Cl

And now

. only and s Tather, and
of the I is one God,

For when we, ae the minisiry of God in the Reslora-
tion, go forth amoeng men and call them to repentance

=

et e }«ﬁn"cw ~ e 4~b i 3 1T
and o poplism, we Ao 80 Dy NS COININIS8IONT

of Jesus Christ

i the

rockery of God, and

are one God,

sworlds without
of rightecusness
emd the childrer
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FROM YUCATAN COMES MY TESTIMONY

{Continued from Page 21)

heavens? and becouse he hmh done this, my beloved

brethren, hoth miracles ceased? Behold, 1 say unio
vou, Nay; neither have cmg@iS ceased 1o minister

en of men. For behold, they are subiject
er according to the word of his « com-
mand, shewing th selves unto ?h@m of strong faith

cmd o firm mind, in every form of godliness. And the
office of their ministry is, to call men unto repentonce,
and to fulfill and to do the work of me covenants of the
Father which he hath made unio the children of men,
o prepare ih»o wory among the children of men, by
declaring e word of Christ unto the chosen vessels
of the Lord, that they may bear testimony of him;
cmnd by so doing, the Lord God prepareth the way thet
the residue of men may have faith in Christ, that the
Holy Ghost may have place in their hearts, according
to the power thereol; and afier if 118 manner bringsih to
pass the Father the covenants which he hath made unto
the children of men.” (Moroni 7:&%341.

Now beginning af the 38th verse we read, "Or have
angels ceased to appecr unto the children of men?
Or has he withheld the power of the Holy Ghost from
them? Or will he, g0 long as time shall last, or the
sarth shall stand, or there shall be one mun upon the
face thereol to be saved? Behold 1 say unto vou, Nay,
for it is by faith that miracles are wrought;, and it is
by faith that angels appeor and minister unto men.”
(Verses 38-41). When we hear such testimonies as we
have related o yvou and then read snch scriptures as
we have guoled, we are made to rejoice in our com-
prehensicn of the great power of God to reveal him-
self 1o the children of men. We know that principali-
ties and powers are workmq through men to desimy
the church on earth, in ol the world, but we know alsc
that men, or devils, cannot thwart the eternal purposes

of God. What can man or devils do to desiroy the
w&rk of o« God who has the power 1o reveal himself
and his will to the children of men, cnd who has said
that his word would not return unto bim, void?

unto the ¢ .“qu
unic him, to minist

Let us cgain hear the words of Christ as he sp
to Peter. Matt, 16:15-18, "He Sai?h unto them,
whom say ye that I am?  And Simon Peter answered
and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living
God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed
art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not
revecaled it unto thee, bul my Father which is in
heaven. And I say unio thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it

So we testify to vou, that we
led the g/hfwi unto

power that revea

upon the face of the earth o
long as there i one man fei

We hope our experiences among

this loved peopl
will bring to many o renewed hope and ifaith in ¢

mighty power of God. We have experienced maony
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things also, which we consider 1o be great trials, vet
we fesl that we have alwavys received the necessary
wisdom ond sitrength lo endure all that has been re-
quired af our hands. We thoank oll those who have
remembered us in thelr prayvers and ask o continua-
tion of those pravyers.

Ancther Christmas s at hand and in the warm
glow ol memory we recall all the happy Christmases
of the past, but we do live in the past or for the
past, but we live in the glorious present and look io the
future with much hope. We know that our Christmas
will be pleasant here with these lovable psople, for
they are our brothers and sisters in the great fomily of
the gospel of Christ.

not

not

We look forward to many more experiences in the
future as the wheel of fime turns around and carries
us to new places and new Iriends. We look forward
also to those moments when the wheels of time will
cc;zrry us back to old familiar places and into the carms
of those loved ones who shall forever live in the lov
of our hearts.

While we are locking back over the vears ond
counting our blessings we wish also o offer our thanks
to God for the hardships that have been ours, and for
His divine power that has given us from lime ic time,
the fortitude to endure for His name’s sake. So as we
pray, we do not ask to be relieved of all trials, bui
only that we be given wisdom, humility, love, under-
standing, and that we may be Q‘%b%& with even

greater irials, that we may grow in stature before Him.
OBITUARY

Effie Maloney
Mrs. Eifie Mdaloney, 86, of 1518 N. W, 44, Okl
City, Cklahoma, died Dec, 18, 1961 af the Baptist
orial Hospital in Cklahoma City.

Born Auq, 27,

¢ Mw:’ﬁ»

1875, in Emporia, Kansas, Miss Effie
Jeakins to Oklahoma in her late teens as g
school i&,ac er. In Jonuary, 1898, she was baptized
by R. M. Mdloney, a missionary in the Church of
Christ, whom she married that same vear,

T"*}W'

b‘"}{;rw oo E“

in Dewey Count were close

late James E. and Vlaa Yertes,

She was a life member of the W.CT.U,,
ber of the American War Mothers.

She is survived by three sons, Richard, of Ckla-
homa City, Steven and Morris, both of Silver Springs,
Md.; four doughters, Mrs. Edda Thatcher, San Bernar
dino, Calif., Mrs. Alia MCDivitt Mrs, Vida Dansdill, and
Mrs. Ardycs Spivey, all of Oklohoma City.

Those in charge of the services on Dec. 18,
were Bro. C. H. Wilson, pastor of the Church of Christ

Rev. Cﬁyde 1. Wheeler, pastor of the Crown
Heights Christion Church of Oklahoma City,  Inter
ment was in Memoriad Park Cemetery, Oklahoma City.

(‘lv‘;/‘s

*"‘(

cnd o mem-

1961,

nd
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OBITUARY
August H. Brockman
Brother August H. Brockman, oldest son of Otio
cmd Adelia Brockman, was born Moy 10, 1885,
Little Falls, Wisconsin, and passed from this life De-

cember 17, 1961, ot the home of his doughter, Mrs.
Viola Petrie, in Poriage, Wisconsin, ol the age of

76 years, 7 months and 7 days. Brother Brockman had
spent the most of his life in the vicinity of Sparta, Wis
COnsin.

Bro. Brockmaom was unfortunale in marriage, so has
lived clone for many vears. He was preceded in
death, by his beloved parents, Otto Brockmam, who
died February 24, 1913, and his mother, Mrs. Adelia
Brockman, who died February 17, 1948, also an infant
son who died at birth, o sister, Mrs. Julia Jerome, and
two brothers, Otio and Samuel.

He is survived by two daughiers, Mrs. Viola Petrie,
of Poriage, Wisconsin, and Mrs. Estella Fox, of St
johns, Michigan; one son, Elder Isaac Brockman, of
Sparta, Wisc.; four brothers, Isaac, Elmer, Owen, and
Lewis, all of Sparta; two sisters, Mrs, Gladys Mar-
quette, and Mrs. Goldie Schmidt, both of Sparta.

Bro. Brockman was baptized June 6, 1913, by Elder
B, . Flint, then o missionary of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Doy Sainis. Later, in
about 1927 or 1928, ofter Elder Flint became a generdl
missionary for the Church of Christ, Temple Lot, Brother
Rrockman tronsferred to that body, in company with
his aged mother, and his sister, Gladys Marquetls,
and remained faithful in that association for the re-
mainder of his life, cmd died in the faith of the gread
restored gospel of these latter days.

He was laid o rest beside his parents in the Sand
Creek Cemetery, about twelve miles northwest of
Sparta.  Funeral was conducted by Elder Glenn Gill,
of the Church of Christ.  Sister Margret Gill sang.

oot

NOTICE

At the coming Ministers’ Conference to convene
on April 8, 19682, the following propesal will be offered:

Rescind the current Rules of Jurisprudence adopted
by a referendurn bill of 1941, and substitute therefore
the proposed set of rules to be offered by the under-
signed.

Attention is invited 1o the fact that o similar notice
was given on Page 19 of the February, 1961, eaition of
the Zion's Advocate by cnother member for considera-
ation ot the 1981 Ministers’ Conference. The proposal
was not considered during that Conference due to o
lack of time. This proposal is oﬁer‘ed ot this time in

order that i might be considered in conjunclion with
the previous proposal, and perhaps, with best
thinking of a number of minds, develop the most sim

ple and proper procedure possible.
Sincerely,
Hobert H. Jensen
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