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wre they whoe shall seek 1o bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.”—1 Nephi 3:187.
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The Berter Plan
In speaking of a person’s faults, ) I'll tell you of o better plan,
Pray don't {forget vour own; And find it works full well;
Remember those in houses of glass, To try my own defects o cure,
Should never throw o stone. Before of others tell.
If we have nothing else to do, And tho' | sometimes hope to be,
But talk of those who sin, No worse than some I know,
'Tis better to commence at home, My own shoricomings bid me let
And from that peint begin. The faults of others go.
We have no right to judge a man, Then let us all when we commence
Until he's {airly tried; To slander friend or foe,
Should vou not like his company, Think of the harm one word may do
You know the world is wide. To those who little know.
Some may have {aulis—who has none Remember, curses sometimes, like
The old as well as voung: QOur chickens, "roost ot home”;
We may perhaps, for cught we know, Don't speak of other's foults until
Have filty to their one. We have none of our own.
Author Unknown.
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EDITORIAL
In recent years, some o

of the major protes
tian faiths hove established what s po pui(‘ﬂv crmed

an ecumenical movermnent. This is a rather pretentious
nome io the effort to bring (i@ nat Luzwt
unity, SF‘“THET“’ﬂy omin‘iz’zg mome

Tl e
tont Chris-

=

attached

cand

st there has been, and no doubt
] :éccd union of the various pro
are not disposed to question. Tha
see o ;,hy%l("ﬂ union between the ’ mq*hgf‘
her daughters” is possible, i not ;grobqb

This much is ceriain, as prophesied &
Nephi: the time must come in the near futme
there shall be "save two churches only”

VO Y
church and

"The one is the church of the Lamb of God, and
is the church of the Devil”

oration movom@r-t, we have co
n hecrt will be gatl
sp@ct;ve und excl
Just so, on i

the other

>, that the hon
in one body, irre
ous oOrg &uzaﬂorls

ered ogether

ol the

VO

hand, all who a shting against Zion, whether
they belong to and abominable church”

either physically, or spiritually, shall be
Wf ot is it, then, that will distinguish the

It it were a matter of purely human organi-
zotion, as for instance, the two primars *CF ical
country, we I3

s one.

one from

might well say, i
Eveh were it o be a matter of c,onfhctmq ‘i(’eo‘ioc;y as
siruggle 1

world

the present

\D
[a3

{}/ WAL LA o
cracy, so-called, and communism; i it could be re-

solved simply through human choice
er, ahl then to live and 159? il'\/@, the
of no great moment.

of one or the oth
matier would be
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d, rather, with the choice of the divine,
he devilish: with light or darkness; with life or
’\N“ will say, of course, that our choice is truth

the church of the Lamb of God. So also will
ay cannot possibly belong to the divine

mm cur loud affirmations of beliet
f i ctring, and of the way of lile
{im wiH lbe— of no avail, if we are found
igh 18t ZLM, or subverting itg

[ the church of the devil are the
fruits of his : prid@, hatred, slothfulness, love of
world, greed, 1‘/‘ inbelief, ond such like, which
Iso bring doctrinal error into the Church of Christ; and

who are motivated and continue in such spirit
brand themselves as the children of saton.

the

o)

the waymarks of the church of the
of God are the fruits of the Holy Spirit: humility,
ligenice in every good thing, haired of worldly

Contrariwise,

Lam

generosity, iruthfulness, belisving «ll
% which are good; and those of such noble spirit
they who "continue” in the “words” of Christ until

the end, and are known of all as the children of God.

1S88 Are
and powe
wrath O"
abornin

they who will be armed with the Spirit
of God, and they shall stand, while the
e poured out upen the “great and

O

Restoration movement was effected for the pri-
= of producing the church of the Lamb of
s Church of Christ in perfection.

mary pu

God,

izacepti@n 1t b@r@ th@ stamp of divimty,
Ay Spirit in shw Do “1& nuhon ol hk, trum ibe
bmught freedom, and unspeckable joy to
of many thousands; but more than this, it has
el fmzz in their lives which is most pleasing
to cur Heavenly Father—rightecusness, {aith and love.
ings will endure, while the baseness of human
experience can only result in sorrow and death.

{ the Lamb of God, thun, will be com-
7 found, ond those wh
those who have k@pé
1th of our fathers of
ey will have kept

prod

ith of our *“?f ers; yes, the {
aiion of the Gospel; and

pure.

e saints "are led that in mony instances they q@
hey are iaught by the precepts of men”,
j the Lord necrly so much as
: over doctrine and otherwise
est the spirit of evil; for he who errs in mind, but
in heart, will be taught of God.

Of these, then, will God form the church of the
Lamb, and will preserve it even to the destruction of
the church of the devil.

William A. Sheldon,
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May this organization be the means of spreading
1 that locality is our prayer
Archis F. Bell

Missionary-in-charge of Idaho.

28Us \_/O; rigt in

Youwu Qfdplcc Christian League
i rules and necessary

Saturday morn-

ed school bus which
tate Park. Everyone enjoyed
d volley ball games. It was «

- all who went. On Saturday
ming ¢ group discussio

Maijor topic of discus
and mother.,” We returned
Sunday  afternoon.  Our

ere Bro. LeRoy Wheaton and Sr. Mary
er 7 we had our semi-annual business

scted the {ollowing officers for the com-

art hd on September 14 with
“What is man's pur-

1ere on earth” will be
g osix months, It s
eads inio many dif-

- ducational
sent books
e an d Book of
often amusing.

d in

p;aceg NAame
WaAg very enjoya

v of F int, Iv’iﬂ\,ﬂ/ visited at the home of
the week of September 25.

in several homes and attended
We were all very shocked and sorry to
‘ nict rred o her
was not ;«:1.1?@ and

Respectiully,

Janice Sprague, Reporter
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LOCAL NEWS

Wisconsin Reunion
The Spirit of God was present cmj was felt by all
those who attended the Wisconsin Rer n, August 12
and 18, Contention was left oulside ol our mestings
and we all humbled curselves to cur God.
Saturday morning we began with o prayer o uﬂetiz\q,
Bro. Isaoc Brockman was in charge, as ist@f
D. Ray Bryant. We had o peaceful service, each an i
all being strengthened by prayers, testmonies, or
onqs.

4y

cccupying Gﬁx—:f the pravyer service, Iﬂ t.h.s (,.4
Christ we are not baptized for the church name and
record only, but we are baptized unto the body
fellowship of God. The officers in the c*rmrcvh are
ed and ordained by God, but are servomts of God
must live faithful and give guwidance to all memb
God's blessings can be with us in o mndu ce only i
we k@@p his commandments and learn and practice
obedience, love, and charity.

Bro. B. C. Flint occupied the afterncon hour, He
began by asking us the question, "What kind of God
do we believe in?” He then dwelt on as his talk, it
isn't only for us to know God, but to know how to gerve
him.

ch of

In ﬁ)& evening, Bro. Leon Yates more or less ca
on the same idea as Bro. Flint, except he
that ii were were entirely too many who were only luk
werm, who felt only indifference.
serve God, we will not feel this way.

Sunday morning we began with o Sacrament serv-

ice. The Spirit of God was not only prese in our
meeting, but was manifest {o us through God's servant,

Bro. B. C. Flint, in speaking in tongues. After this we
immediately had o season of prayer, diter which GTQFi
i the interpretation reof, again, spec

revealed the
r irit was strongly felt by

through Bro. Flint. This Sp
and we were made to know by tes?imony ihqé ihi
from God was o withess for some

had ) doubt
throughout

Bro. 1 Yfz?@s again spoke 1o us ot ¢ >
service. The opening song of the servi t
Am," seemed to pc*v > the way for our brother, As lv
spoke, he asked us if we came just as we were, willir
to accept the outgrowing of the Spirit without any
srvation. The Spirit is present with us as we wit-
nessed in the sacrament service, therefors it is up {o us
to come willingly and accept. These gifts we experi-
ence are signs for believers and fo;lowers of Christ.
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]
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{
4

Our closing reunion sermon wos given by Bro.
Gi@ﬁn Gill. aO“d is the ¢ source ﬂ)r our QFIT ung cm d our

Th\,re is opposition in CIH Lhmg$ qnd wWe must be Ibe

[
sl

ved on page 174)
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CONTRIBUTIONS ARE THE OPINION OF THE AUTHOR AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE
TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH OR THE OPINIONS OF THE EDITORIAL STAFT.

An affirmative ariicle is one in which a beliel, or an op'nion, is expressed, and evidences presemied to support that beliel

The Unpardonalile Scu

WHAT I8 177 WHO CAN COMMIT 177
By Apostle B. C. Flint

"1t any man see his brother
decth, he shall ask, anc h -
hem that sin not unio death. There is a sin unto

Q (d
oy
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ot
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unto

, - 1 do not say that he shall pray for that”
John 5:18).

"Al 'umrghte—ousnvs; is sin; and thers is o sin not
unto death.” (1 John 5:17).

“Wherefore [ say unio yvou, All manner of m and
blasphemy shall be é“ qlv@r’; unto men: bdf th

unio men. And whesoevez Speqk sth wor@ again t
the Son of man, z shall be forgiven hi but whoso-
1 speaketh aga the Holy Gnobt Edl not be
s him, neither in this world, neimo in the world
to come.” (Mait. 12:31-32).

ay unto you, All sing sha
{ men, cand blasphemies wh
v shall blaspheme: but he that she i b3 s
pheme against th @ HOF\/ Ghost hmh never forgiveness,
but iz in demger of eternal damnation.” (Mark 3:28-29).
shall speak o wosd against
n himn; bul unio him that
1 it shall

aver
23/

0]

&)

"And whosoever
Son of man, it shall be forgive

blasphemeth agair ::t the Holy Ghos not be
forgiven.” (Luke 12:10).
"While 1 was with them in the world, 1 kept them
th ome: those thot thou gavest me | have kept,

1 :

one of them W’S 108{ but the son ol pe ?dﬁxom
" Gohn 17:1

o

15 BC ;(/LMI\D ¢4} A"”ﬁl o ’hu* 12a.

or those who were
=d of the heavenly
oi the Holy Ghost

put him to an open

For if we sin willully affer that we have received
knowl@dq% o? the itruth, there remaineth no
] " (Hebrews 10:26).

"For behold, if ve deny the Hely Ghost when i
once has had place in vou, and ve know that y“ deny
it: behold this is o sin which is unpardonable.” (Alma

It would seem that all of these texts are sell ex-
planatory, vet in order to get the full meaning it is
necessary for us to examine carefully the officework
of the Holy Ghost and so determine what it means io
actually sin against the Holy Ghost and also WHO are
the ones indicated in these scriptures, that are thus
able to commit this unpardonable sin.

In the first place; What is the Holy Ghost, and what
is its relationship to mankind, and o God, and his Son
Jesus Christ? In scripture the Holy Ghost is spoken of
as the third person in the Trinity. He is the Comforter
that Jesus promised to send to earth when he went
away. [t is also indicated that the work of the Holy
Ghost is twofold.  First, it is that influence from God
that entices ond leads men to do right and to come
to understand God: "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth; for he
shall not speck of himself; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things
to come. He shall glorify me, for he shall receive of
mine, and shall shew it unio vou. All things that the
hath are mine: therelore said I, that he shall
and shall shew it unic vou.” {John 16:

Father
ke Qf mine,
15)

—
Cp

”T‘n 2se things have ] spoken unto you, being yet
present with vou. But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach vou all things, and bring oll things to your re-
membrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” {John
14:25-26).

Thus in addition to being the power of God from
on high to lead and direct, the Holy Ghost may,
through obedience to the gospel, become to each in-
dividuad who has been baptized into Christ, an abiding

Comiorter. In enumeraiing the initiciory principles of
the gospel, the Apostle Paul in Hebrews 6:1-2, gives us

o

six such principles, e.g., Faith, *"Lﬂpc*ﬂwka, Bczpflsm,
Laying on of Hands, Resurrection of the Dead, and
Eternal Judgment. Each of these ;ormcip’es is fun-
damentally a part of the gospel and each flls a
definite place and purpose in the plan of salvation that
Christ gave his life on the cross to make effective for
man's final destin So concerning the fourth princi-
ple, the laving on of Hands, we find that it was de-
signied to be an ordinance in process of man be-
coming o child of God and o citizen in the kingdom oi
God. bo we read; "Now when the apostles which werx
at Jerusalem heard that Samaria hod received th
word of God, they sent unio them Peter and John; who
when they were come down, praved for them, that they

(D <z/
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cceive the r{f“y Gn\/w (for as

th

might 1 vet he was fal
upon none of
name of the Lord Jesus). Then laid they their
they recetved the Holy Ghost. And when
laying on the apostles’

on them, and
Simon saw that through the

honds the Holy Ghost was given, he olfered them
money, saying, Give me also this power, that on
whomsoever 1 lay hands, he may receive the Holy

Ghost.” 8:14-19.)

“And it came to pass, that, while Apcllos w= -
Corinth, Poul having passad through the upp@r coasts
came 1o Lp% ssus; and undmg certain disciples, he said

e ve received the Holy Ghost since ye
nd they said unto him, We have not so
rd whether there be ony Holy Ghost.
unto them, Unio what then were ve bap-

b@;l%’\f 1
much as h

And he sa

tized? Ana ihey sorid, Unto John's baptism.  Then
said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of re-
pentance, saying unic the people, that they should be-
lisve on him which should come after him, that is,
on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were

the Lord Jesus., And wt
upon them, the Holy Ghost

irn the name of
his hands

baptized
Paul had laid

came on them; and they spake with tonguss, and
prophesied. And all the men were aboul twelve.
{Acts 19:1-7)

The resulis of thus becoming citizens in the kingdom
of God by complying with the requirements of entrancs,
is Lm/e*w in a promise of the Master himself wherein h
says: "And 1T will pray the Father, and he shall give
you an T Crﬂﬁfor‘{@r THAT HE MAY ABIDE WITH
YOU FOR EVER: sven the Spirit of truth; WHOM THE
WORLD CA N“OT RECEIVE, BECAUSE IT SEETH HIM
NOT, N TETHEP KNOWETH HIM: but ve know !
FOR HE DWELLETH WITH YOU AND SHALL BE IN
YOJ” (Wrm 14:16-17.) (Emphasis mine B.CF) AJQM/

[0}

J

"For as many as are lead by the Spirit of Cz THEY
ARE 1118 HSONS OF GOD. (Romans 8:14.) {wnphqgis
mine, B.CF.).

Nuw we cre beginning to see why a sin against the
Zhost, is an UQG(HQQQ(JDl sin, because i

it is now
Cl’iaf WHO IT IS THAT CAN commit this gin. It is
h :

only those who have been bapti to Christ and
have become members of the Church of Christ, or are

=
citizens ol the Kingdom of God W‘no c@uk} possibly
sin against the Holy Ghost, because no one i
against something that they never had, and Christ
said as indicated, that the world cannot do so,
”W%ium the worfd cannot fcu;we becouse it

not, neither knoweth him. Azm We

hefc irm since t‘% above is true,

of the Church of Christ, and hove had
‘:si waoter and the bpmt, are in any wa

"Second Leag}“ r the loke of fire and brimstone, I
pared for the devil and his angels, bul more on that
later.

Poul tells us in Galotians 3:27, "For as mc of v
as have be@n b wptized into Christ have p it on Christ.
Then Peter tells us; "For Christ also hath ONCE sulter-

J & ;ust for the unjust
L o qeath m the {les

herving been bgpﬁz—
on Christ,” we become citizens of the ki
after we have been sealed his by the recer
Holy Ghost, h?ﬂ@e we NOW receive the '
tion as sons;” "Bul when the Iuﬂﬂ@. s of the
come, God send forth His Son, made of
under the law, to redeem them that w
that we might receive the adoption o
cause yve are sons, zod hath sent forth the S 5
Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Fathe

fore thou are no more o servant, but o
son, then an heir of God through Christ.
when ve knew not God, ve did
which by nature are no gods. But
have known God, or rather are ki

1 of

rit of 1{1\
Where-
son; and if ¢

Sed

service
now,
oWt Qf Cj@a,

turn ve again to the weak and beggarly ,
whereunio ve desire AGAIN fo "><, in bondage.” (Gal-
atians 4:4-9.) (Emphasis mine, ?) From the above
we can see what Paul meons when he gives

warning; For it is impossible icr those
enlightened, and have tasted o ?be I
1

who were once

were made partakers of the Holy
tasted the good word of (;-oc;, and

e, if they shall fall

entanes:

"/'Ode to com
cgain unio repe
selves the Son of God aire

,and put him

shame.” (Hebrews 6:4-8.)
S0, when we becom
Christ, we are then %.z;

inherit ourselves by going back on the
denvying our sonship, we DO t pio.ce, o
side, and ""mﬂnq Q\EDF put Chri
ONCE ACC FPTED of the offerin ous blood,
and HE having QNLY ONCE suffered for sir

then have cﬂ*\ olutely no claim on Christ but DO crur

bEe:
at, and

on
ng of His preci

1 wWe Ccan

Him io ourselves alfresh and so bh(‘on1@~ SO
tion, and have commitied the unp

of the chL:;
all men shall

much ag th

in this we become the angel
come 1o that wi
from this }

herve

h@v must
the Holy One o
judgrnent; and in sen m i il
o hv holy judaur
,for 1 Lcrd C;fod hath

1

e

are nra % s,‘m
filthy are
”wm/ i:ﬂ‘r«

ad,” (Il Ne .
Who may become
brethren who are bupiiz

away.
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awake from the slumber of death, and loose yourselves

from the pains of hell, that ve may not become ang

of the devil, 1o bvj cast into that lake of fire and brim-

stone, which is the second death.” (Joucob 2:64-65.)
“And the sea gave up the dead which were in if;

and death an j hell delivered up the dead which were

in them; and they were judged every man according

i works. And death and hell were cast into the

5
This is the second death. And whosoever
ound written in the beok of life was cast into

the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:13-15)

It will be noted from the above scriptures, especial-
Iy from that found in the Book of Mormon, that in every

instance, this warning of an eternal hell, is addressed
to those who were members of the church, or those
who were enjoying their day of probation in this mor-
tal life, hence has no bearing whatsoever, on the hu-
This is true of the writings of
Alrmc, Mosich, Nephi, Moroni and all others who speak
of the final destiny of man. Just an example or *No,
The 19th chapter of Alma is given over exclusively
to Alma's concept of the hereatier, and of the very first
of this chapter, we find him addressing himself not only

those in the church, but to his own son Corianton in
particular, and this son is not only a member of the
church but g member of the priesthood as well, and he
has bscome so qll@(} with sin that Alma is {sariul of
commiltting the UI!prFuOI”LCIb sin as
noticed in the 7?'5, and Bth verses: "Know ye not, mvy
son, that these things are an abomination in the sight

mar race s a whole.

of the Lord; veq, most abominable above all sing, sqv@
it be the shedding of innocent blood, or DENYING TH

HOLY GHOST? For behold, il ve deny the Holy Ghost
WHEN 1T ONCE HAS HAD PLACE IN YOU, AND YE
KNOW THAT YE DENY IT; behold, this is a sin which
is unpardonable.” (Emphasis mine, B.C.F)

.

Again; "And now, my prethren, I would that ofter
ve hove received so many witnesses, sesing that th
mﬂy scriptures testily of these ’zhingc come forth and
ring fruit unio repentance; vea, I would that yve would
come forth and harden not your hearts any longer; for
behold, now is the fims, cmd the day of vour salva-
tion: and therelore, i ve will repent and harden not
vour hearts, immedictely shall the great 'pi{m of re-
demption be brought about untc yvou. For bshold, this

T men 1o prepare o meet God: vea,
{ this lile is the dov lfor men o per-
(Alma 16:226-229.)
Then aiter more warning that these, his brethren,
¢ NOW under gos pe? law, and in THEIR day of
I have said in the 233rd and
“"For behold,
= have procrastinated the day of your repentance,
until death, behold, ve have become subject
to the spirit of the devil, and he doth secd vou h
therefore the SPIRIT OF THE LORD HATH WIT
ROM YOU, and had no place vou,
HATH ALL POWER OVER VOU an

prebation, he proves all
23-”‘13’3 verses where he warns them thus:

rm

3
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Loy
o

ows that whi )
ation and the*e is
m(znkind, wh

e
hove

shew bevond the shadow of a QQuDT that
ddressed by Alma were HIS BRETHREN,

f“‘ Q

1AD HAD the Spirit
Alma was worning
and in this connecti
most Book of Mormon writings, it
where church and state were uni
us the kevy to this whole study,
e

-

ly Ghost

wos 1o ¢
,and so Fu

when he s
come to pass that the paopls Nephi did il th
ond raise all manner of grain, and of fruit, and
ol herds, and flocks of all manner of
kind, and goats, and wild goats, and also
And there were exceesding many prophe

And the people were a stiffnecked people, hard 1o
understand.  And there was nothing sos

ceeding harshness,

wars, and co mw

tinually remin
TION OF ,“Eri’\llﬁ‘/
THE POWER OF GOD
them up continually,

THE LORD, I say the
things, and exceedir
kesp them i"f)ll; :
STRUCTION {Eno

Now, to clinct I

to KE

WHO CAN COMMIT the
recommend the reading of
Alma. Remember the rule

this: m? who is speaking;
and ﬂ“ rd, the subject malter discus
all related texis.

Now, we
number of ¢
obeved the gospel in thi
subject to the gospel law, c
unpardonable sin, {rom
il now, cre so lew
who  hon
such o person ¢

lived, we are lac
answered from

Furthermere, e

vealed concerning i
us plainly that much of
and refusing io speculat
DO TELL us, ‘N%‘
bounds. m I Ng—

gAr%]’;

down

for-
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e et

who he

Lomb,

The Dead Sea Serolls

give

)
ings. In 1}1 B\v;ok of Re 7
thort d(/“»%

light on the matl

some
cover all the myste

pensation of the
some more ol

It seems
the path of i
As on example,
given a law; and w
no punishmen }
there is no condemnation; and where
demnation, the mercies of the Holy
claim upon them, BECAUSE OF
{Query: 1 the death of the fnor{m
portunity to contact Christ, and 1

mN‘mq arﬁcie compares the recen t archaolo-
}

?1“6 g VYT f tho ool o0
ever having heard about Vbns{, " the remains of the Dead Sea
¢ nd th s
for they are delivered by the powe QI} T~ g o1 It is

| hegt the soenes A9
atonement satisiied the demands of his justic i ow that ine }h ssenes, as U ,
those who have not the law given to ther Kknown, £ e Bock of \/O?*:iom or vice versa.
; Bear P‘d as you read that archeo

are delivered from ihgf awlul monster, death ¢
emd the devil, and the lake of lire and brimsione, wh
is endless torment, and they are restored to that God
who gave them breath, which is the Holy One of Israel

{Il Nephi 6:51-55)

So now, il we stop here, we are pro
thart this means that all of those millions who
without a knowledge of God are ti
anice.  This is the easy path, but does
resent what is here written? I it dc
confronted with these texis; Yeo, beb

are not all 100% cenclusive proof, o
answers to gueshons thad ih: dus*
surrender. The scientist is §-~
of knowledge himssli, son
archeolog y is significant ly
Neverthe enough has be~
cate flfm“ ite putt ns of what ex
1o ff‘lt the claims that no such thing
that was  onother pea,pigz who
| m:ﬂcx worshipped in Christ in « period

ages will not

‘ istory wh e learned soy no such thing coul
vou, that as these things are tr . o
Pu«»slbl have existed, is encouraging to those w

liveth, there is none other name given
save it be this Jesus Christ, of which [ have
whereby man con be saved.” (I Nephi 11:39)
now beshold, my beloved brethren, this is the v
AND THERE IS NONE OTHER WAY NOR NAI
GIVEN UNDER HEAVEN, WHEREBY M iiN CAN 1
SAVED IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD. And now
hold, this is the doctrine of vmm, and the only and
true doctrine of the Fother, and of the Son, 1
Holy Ghost, which is one uod, without end.” (U
phi 13:31-32.) (Emphasis mine, B.CF) "And mo v
I sy unto you, that THLRL SH *,L BE NO OTHER
NAME GIVEN, NOR ANY OTHER WAY NOR MEANE
whereby salvation can come unio the children of

nly in and through the name
;;,po’{em. (Mosich 1:116) (mefuo«o i

have taken io heart the Book of Mormon. To each per
son w‘m has thus expougcd that sacred work thig artl

tted.—The Author.

Part 1
tscu about the west shores of the
s 1947-48, one of this century's
weries in religion was maode.
T mf\mdm ce) an Arab shepherd
‘m*:e - of o tribe engaged in run-
chem, came upon a
of ancisnt writings it

Neither they nor the ones who bought the ¢
scrolls i:um them were immediately aware ol their
In o short time, bowe'\,ef, the ese old scriptures
i i ] bv,\,u»

Acts 4:12 also makes it plain that
ONE plan of salvation and that is
“"Neither is there salvaiion is any
is none other name under ‘*z@rwo
men, whereby we MUST be sa
we can revert to the stailement

1

thought closes with this stalement

S tats]

[eTeh
ment,

were
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Fss-en-ees). Long since exiinct, they once lived in «
comrmunity near the Dead Sea named Qumran (kwurm-
ran), which lay now as it has for ninetesn-hundred
vears, in mule rain,

Some of us read the accounts of this drama with
much interest wondering if these curious discoveries
might have some remote bearing upon the Book of
Mormon story. Could these findings possibly add to or
detract from the book? Do they establish or defeat the
Bock of Mormon, which like the Bible, we hold most
sacred? Can thers possibly be a link of similarity?

Pouring over these recent finding, questions such as
these are foremost among the hundreds bursting sud-
denly before us as a flushed covey of quail. We know
it to be true that the Book of Mormon carries with it the
very flame of our belief in Christ and is THE one sacred
writing (other writings considered) io prevent the irue
Church of Christ from being but another bit of flotsam
pitched about on sectarion seas. Qur whole existence
and identity as well as our hope in eternity pivots up-
on this bock; therefore each scrap of new religiocus
evidence introduces new guestions with vital cnswers.

Now to the Question

For some vears it has been held that the Book
of Mormon is false when it shows the Church of Christ
existing during the Mosiac Dispensation before Christ
came. (Mos. 9:48-50.) Regretably, this question has
not only been heard from deriding enemies without,
but it has been whispered as well within the household
of igith. Doubts have been born.

Flatly stated, the guestion amounts o this

"But people could not be joined to Christ until the law
was dead, and until they were dead to that law.” “The
New Covenant could not be in force before Christ’s death,”
and "'To attempt to be bound by both {Christ's Law and the
Mosiac Law, RLM) was spiritual adultery.”  "'Therefore the
Book of Mormon is false since il represents the Ch
Christ which is the New Testament Church, as
exisience as « living, functioning institution long
Christ's death.” (Bock of Mormon by Bales,)

b

This is one of the few challenges o the Book of
Mormon of any standing merit.  Until now, the Book of
Mormon has had o stand alone on this point and some
sow cause to reject it on this ground. Presenting ifs
own explanciion of the matier to can unbeliever was
like proving to g heathen the Christian message irQr“
the Bible which he doesn't believe. The reasons for the
Church existing in pre-Christion times as Wfitzen and
explained by Nephi, Mosiah and Alma present small
evidence to cny who might not belisve the book in
which they are written. This is where the records of
the Essense loom into importance. As a sort of o "dis-
interested third-party’’ they reveal shocking new evi-
dence which the world of religion has not formerly
considered.

From a distant age among the Essenes, a whole con-
tinent away, we find amozing new evidences. Only
briefly mentioned by historians such os Josephus, this
sect called themselves "the sons of Zadok.” bDee Eze-

]
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kiel. They maintained a highly Christiomized culture o
hundred or more vears prior to Christ's coming to the
earth. Before John the Baptist was bom they taught,
"There shall come o prophet and the Mp%mhq of
Laron and Israel.” (Essenes and Christianity, p. 139
Unto the arrival of this Messiah they d@ar}“@d them-

selved by baptism, leading fastidious lives. "Here they
wok up their cdm,uunm vxmy of life, seymrated from the
world, believing that through ]

D

the study of the Torah and
the practice of noly living they were preparing the
way for the Messiah.” (

{(Essenes and Christianity, p.
113). Thevy sirictly taught the Torah and the prophets,
adhering to a rigid "Manual of Discipline” far above
their Jewish contemporaries from whﬁ se wickedness

b

they chose to withdraw to a desert retreat,

Early in the second C:“mury B. C. a great priest to
whom the refer only as "The Teacher of Righteous-
ness’ led the movement which was to later establish
the community at Qumran. Bevond this great priest,
the history of their teachings reaches back o an ob-
scure past o one Zadok who was of the same priest
hood, hence the name “Sons of Zadok' as the Essenes
vere prone to call themselves,

In desert sanctuary they sought to turn aweoy from
the strict Mosiac code of the Temple sacrifice, etc. They
turned rather o serve God without the flesh of ‘\Wm
offerings and the fat of sacrifice,” where proyer “the
offering of the lips"” was to toke th place o t}lc ‘odor
of justice” and "perfect conduct would be 1
as oan agreeable offering.”  (Discovery in i,r.e ordu‘:a
Desert: Vermes, p. 39)

The culmination of their “holy Life” was th
ticed rite of baptism to make man iull pure.
they were cautioned in these words ﬂ at (*iec:mgiﬂq of
baptism was essentially the outward expression of an
inward grace: 'He may not enter into zh@, waer to
touch the purity of the Holy men, for he will not be
cleansed unless he has turned from his wickedness, for
uncleanliness is with the émnsqressors of his word.”
Qumran Community, Fritsch, p, 66.) "Anyone who
fuses lo enter the (ideal) gocie-ty oi God o
in walking in the stubborness O"

admitted to this community of
Shown no real strength in ame:rzzjmg hig way of

~

iite,” {(The Manudal of Discipline: Gaster.) Laler John

the Baptist come boaplizing with ine sorme messoge:

"Bring forth thereiore fruits worthy of reg

'”]” e Baptism of the Essenes, like that of }o N, WS On
penionce of sing into the eschatological community

1.7 (Kingdom of God, RL.M) (The Ancient Li-

rary of Qumran: Cross, p. 152 Thus the cry "Pre

(=3

ot

T ., Prepare ve the way of the Lord and make his

paths straight’ reached farther into anfiquity than the
Mms ol John it would seem. The main differs
tween these two heralds of the Messiah was that
message of John was declared b@iorﬂ the world while
that of the Essene was confined to SHKIPF%I groups of
proselites.  But the difference in technique did not dis-
gulse strong tru@@ds ol similarity.

[e——

i
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other pre-Christion secis was the

mer nbvrC
of the Messiah was
‘ds (The Qumran
ermains of this having
log of John or the pre-
it is certain that this
<] umversoﬂv iqu-ﬁh

V’v;;\" & did the Essene learn it?

weral Oversesr was the administrative head of
o Qumran Community. It was fo this priest that the
i member made appli If accepted
WIS 1 on o three-yvear proba-

.

erm belore being gccepied by the congrega-

, vy of the group called "The
[ the &,/Qmmurmiy“ was made up of "Twelve
pri tin all that is revealed of
oses, RL.M.) IO practice the
1688, Cmd justice and loving devo-
reilk humbly with his nelghbor, to guard
> icmd with « strong purpose and «

he Qumran Community, p. 83.)

ity included both women
into groups of meuscnds,
(Ibid, p. 62.) Over each
spointed to instruct them in

the community, in
io voile on matiers
v loaws.” {Ibid, p. 62.)
Memy i
ere are many vetl o

ar
rim nistra-

ords, their peculiaritie
i

It is truly amazing thcﬁ such
could have Hourished in the
Mosgioe Judaism 200 years B.C.

may reveal even more siartling
ing the Qumron Isciah with the
aiah guetations, etc.) but sufficient
= h@r@ io show strong similarities be-
le and our friends of the Book of Mor-

nblances be-

1 : . : e T I P
burnt oifering and sccrilice with lhe ela /Of(‘:., e ey

pings of the Levitical Priesthood to icke u
Christion practices.  This movement,
started somewhere during the years 135-1
reign of John Hyronous, (Essene
lett, p. 48 The v 122 B.C., the Y 1
period, also saw f“:: establishment of the Chl e h of
Christ among the Zorchemla-Nephites. i
until the time of Christ, when burmnt offerin

rifices were done away within the fulfillin

saic Law, thers is but briel mention of it mads. Alma
discussed sacrilfices {(Alma 16:207, 217) in drawing a
pcncule‘l;%m to Christ. One might well assume this
be a withdrawing from the pract relerr
teaching of righicousness as Alme

came after were so profound to declk

”“5

(3) Both believed a i
most desirable offering o God

{4) Both believed in the near coming of Isras
sich.  "The (Messiah, R.L.M.) idea was
time of John the Baptist. In fact
covery ol the Dead Ss
that in spite of the relerence
B.C., RLM) the Lully develops . Hac ot
appear at all until after the bmjwnmm of L}% Christion
Era.” {(Essenes and Christianity: How 139,

Q)
]

(5) Both continued io Cbﬁf,rve
ments although at the
Christian ordinances
{(Ibid. p. 158). The Essenes o
while the Nephiie ta th tH
kuk Commentary: Gaster)
7 @[]—324; Mosiah 8:1-7.)

(6) Both groups were led by a
hoad o prle%i—fvemeer while th
iarc nt Himes o prws »kinq/ o pri

erseer {(Alma), who ~
Churcn.

{7y Over each group,
pointed in ratio to the
senes appoinied QHD
Nephite Church of C
members. (Mosiah ¢ ai

(8) Both baptized upon
tance. The Qumraon wos
gical commun h;/ ol God
ram: Cross, p. /7, whﬂei
K ngdom of God”

{ these terms nuve tn@ same 1
mwxqbk» significance of them is
erm was ih ough‘ io be uniquels
ecaching in the Bible.

re

) In deoarting to their

NJ% B.C.) the Essene ¢
t«vx»an his sect and

wers morally sird

dards superior to their conte

srated. The Nephite for

ol the same decadent natic
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(9t The mid-point of this same period (122 B.C) saw
line being drawn between Ifm Z@rahemm Nephite
State and the new Church of Christ although under
quite different circumstonces, While the members of the
Church were governed by the same siate laws as the
non-member (Alrnot 1:20; Mosiah 11:152) they were
requlated within the Church by the laws of God. (Mo-
sicah 11.142./ The civil law of Mosiah Il drew the line
beiween the Church and State refusing to overstep i
ex cpt in coses where state law was violated, (Mosiah
11 ‘2 119). The law was retained during the reign of
jud s {(Alma 1:25-27) unm it was put to abuse during
the \;c:coum of Helaman 1, the great-grandson of Aim
I (I Nephi 1.9 T‘hu% *{ﬁm Essene with his Manual o
Discipline and the Church of Christ with the \_/ommand»
ments of God governed their own internal church of-
fairs within the State in which they each existed.

(10) In both cases baptism was administered upon
same sirict terms: only after suitable svidence had
been shown by the candidates (I Nephi 138:-13-18; Mos-
ich 1:120; Mosich 3:3-12. After they were received, in
both cases they wers taught salvation and admonished
to continue in the course they had undertcken, (Mosich

II Nephi 13:21) "Once-saved-always-saved” doc-
trine was unknown among them. The Essene reserved
his strongest contempl for backsliders.

the

e

(11) The Qumran people were delfinitely more com-
munistic than the Alma Church of Christ or even the
Essene community at Damascus for that matter.  "They
sherdl alsoe bring oll their knowledge and their strength

and their wealth into the community of God. Their
possessions were turned over to the ‘supervisor of
*

the property of the man y and then became the prop-
erty of the community.” (The Qumran Community:
Fritsch, p. 82.) Yet the vole as to questions concerning
property and other matters was retained democratical-
ly by the congregations. Very similarly, but MORE
d@mocmﬁca]iy, the Aimu Church of Christ was com-
nanded that the people of the church should impart
oz their subs?ance, every cne according to that which
had:” they were instructed that they “should im-
part of their substance of their own free m-i and good
desires toward God . to every needy naked soul.”
(Mosich 9:60-84.) While there was « shade of differ-
ctween the two in technigue, one cannot deny
that the teaching of a "social equality” existed in both

k)
ence o

coses. The idea is virtuolly unknown in the Bible Old
Testament.

We are pleasantly amazed at the unigue coinci-
dence between these two widely separated peoples
living ai the same p@r;od in m&ory Surely our an-

SWET + ords of Alma who said,

mouth of angels,

the remis:

5 y@a, doth declare it, that wev
joy;" TAnd ‘i shaolt

; many o §
s for the purpose of prepaxing
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word, ai the

{Estimated

& his

10:23)

the he

] ciid pour oul h}s Spir 11 on all ’hs face

is to receive the »
at the tHme of his ryominq,
ardened against the word, that they might

tc destruction.”  {Alma

re their hec
them

1122027

At the coming of Christ, when

righteocus remnant of the Nephite people,
by the Master,

he
F8 s~

was with the more
they were told
that ve are weak,
s which I

"1 perceive
siand all my wor
o

that ve can not under-
commanded of the Father
your
have said, and
ye may . -
MOTTOW,

ou af this time; re, 9o

ye unio

der upon the zhmas which 1

. that

Father, in my

and prepare your minds for the

ou again.” {111 Nephi 8:2.3)

So if there is o conclusion o be gleaned from what
has been given here in evidence betwesn these two
peoples, we would have to say that both instances
agmounted to a preparatory ministry to condition the
minds of the children of men for the near arrival of
Isrcrel’'s Messiah,

cned

THE UNPARDONABLE SIN
i from page 187)

RESTORED to that God who gave them breath, which is
the Holy One of Israel.” Now what could this being
“restored” 1o the God, who gave them breath, mean, if
the death of the mortal body, forever broke the con-
teet with that God that and there is to be no probation
after death for those who never heard qbout Christ in
this life?

Does the scripture give us an cmswer? We think it
does. Pster tells us that: "For, for this cause was the
gospel preached also to them that cre dead that they
might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live
aocording to God in the spirit.” 1 Peter 4:6. And, if
this ign’t enough, we are told in Il Nephi £:11-18, and a
number of other places that the ATONEMENT OF
CHRIST, is an INFINITE ATQNEMEN"“ Infinite, is de-
fined by Webtser as bumg "Not Finite, Unlimited, «s
related to time or space.” I is it not limited by time or
space, then we can undersiand what Paul means in
Romans 8:38-39, where he says; 'For [ am persuaded,
that neither DEATH nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, now any other creature shall be
able to separaie us from the love of God, which is i

Jesus Christ our Lord”
But by going again ic the Book of Momno we
have further exploanation of this matier. Ana for

this cause | write unio yvou, that ve may know that ye
must all stand before the judgment ssat of Christ; yea,
EVERY SOUL WHO BELONGES TO THE WHCL} HU-

MAN FAMILY OF ADAM; And vye must
sudoed of yvour works, whether they bs
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God's plan that sometime, somewhers, ALL
1 might coniact the g Christ, and so i

inite ctonement, not limited by either

it was

~ 1 o~
gospes O

space.
Another clear statement is found in the fact, that,
as o part of God's treatment of mankind AFTER the
f "placed a flaming sword which turned every
wary, to keep the iree of life” Genesis 3:24. This we
are told was to keep

CxH, he

o man, after he had partaken of the
iree of knowledge of good and @vd from ALSO par-
of the tree of ’iue, cnd so live forever, in the state
he had fallen. Then we are told by the
the Lamb, who was to sees and

toking
into which
beloved disciple of

write concerning the end of the world, according to
Nephti's vision, that "the tree of life IS IN THE MIDST
OF PARADISE.” Revelation 2:7. (Emphasis mine
LCFD "’beﬁ this: "He that hath an ear, let him hear
whert the Spirit saveth unto the C‘buf(‘ 1es; To him that

O‘v’thJMﬁ rH WILL 1 GIVE TO EAT OF THE TREE
OF LIFE, WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE PARA-
DISE OF GOD.” {(Same verse, emphasis mins, B.CT.)
And even with this much information, John tells us ahczt
no mem in heaven or on sarth had yet been given the
whole story. Revelation 5:3. So why speculate be-
vond what is plainly written. Certainly this sc mpxun
plainly indicates that ONLY those who have had and
nnderstood the gospel and obeyed if, will qualify o
thus paricke of the fruit of the tree of life. None :
(overcome the world), as the scriptures
This also shows plainly WHO it is ihf t
ﬂD(Z{rdOHCIO”\ sin.

have
where teach.

con commit the 1

So after ALL of this testimony we have this, as «
sert of the great restoration of the gospel in these last

now after the many testimonies wi
given of him, this is the iestimony,
which we give of him, that he lives; for WT“ S}V‘*/
IM, even on the right hand of God; and we hecwrd

ring record that he ig the only begott
that by him, oand through him, cmd of
e were made and were createc

d-
‘HhMbMQTE is thereof were begotten sons and daughisrs

L

the voice bear
-

ol God (?}Gio we saw also and bear rec
o

was in authority in fhe
against the only begotten
wed and who was in the b@"f“
) and was thrust down from the pres
d son was called  Perdition!
vens wept over him; for he was Lucid
and we b’bn ]
the son of the m g.
Spirit, the LOR‘T) COMMANDED
Hx/ﬁlﬂ WRITE ’“HL V ‘Si”}i\' for bz-

Who r::beicd
1 the Father lo

fjfx.e

were yel

Us THAT ‘WTE

souqh o ;Oke m*ngmb oi
; wnf:f;—:f@r@ h ¢

T eer o d e ~F
rnal sufferings o
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whom he maoketh war and overcometh, for thus came
1 i unto us.

"Thus saith the Lord, concerning all h ose who kno

my power, and who have been made partakers &1@6«
of, and have suflered themselves, throv gh the power of
the devil, to be overcome unto the DENYING of the
truth ond the DEFYING of my power; they are they
who ore the sons of perdition, of whom I say it had
been be«ﬁef for them never io have been born; for they
are vessels of wrath doomed to sulfer the wrath of God,
with the devil and his angels, throughout eternity;
concerning whom | have said there is no iomiv@neos
for them in this world nor in the world o come; having
denied the Holy Ghost after having received it, Cznd
having denied the only b?g@ﬁ@l‘l Son of the Father,
crucifying him unto themselves, and putting him to an
open shame; these are they who shall go away into
the lake of fire and brimstone, with the devil and his
cngels, and the only ones on whom the second death
shall have any power; yeaq, verily the only ones who
sholl not be redeemed in the due time of the Lord,
after the sufferings of his wrath, who shall be brought
forth by the resurrection of the dead, through the
triumph and glory of the Lamb; who was slain, who

w)

the bosom of the Father belore the worlds were

D

was in

made. And this is the Gospel, the glad tidings which
the voice cut of heaven bore record to us, that he came
into the woﬂd sven Jesus to be crucilied for the world,

and to bear the sins of the world, and to sanctily the

i

world and to cleass it from oll unrighieousness; that
through him all might be saved whom the Father hath
put into his power; and made by him who glorifieth

1

the Father and saveth all the works of his hands, ex-
cept those sons of perdition, who denieth the Son after
the Father hath revealed him; wherefore he savetly
and these shall go away into everlasting

all save them,

punishment, which is endless punishment, which is
eternal punishmer to reign with the devil and his

mz’iy‘ Wheze their worm dieth not

heir torment, but the
cnd their torment
revealad, nm}ihmr is,

s througho

iire is not

t ete

quendc

end thereof, neither i'w place Lh@ftﬁ@
neither

no man knoweth, WS

neither will be save
nev mzd@sb I i%s Lora
many, but straightway shut-
aqgoin; wherefore the end, the width, the
the depth, and f, he under-

the misery thereof,
neither any mem save them who are or-
And we heard the

height,
standsth not, ne

dained unio this condemnation.

voice saving, Write the Vision for lo, this is the end of
the wvigion f)f the eternal sullerings of the ungodly!”

"Vision” had by Joseph
16th, 1832. Doc. & Cov.

4’Flmph“six mine, B. C F.) From
Qmw and Sidney Rid
n 76, {Also, f,l.

w there is not

2
o

atement in the above
| ij ven omple scrip-
Mormon, 1o

the Book of
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We e how easy i or we now living o ba-
come ical, baecause vision wasg given in our
:;fgy‘ fo ihe mejor het of these latter days,

;

in our doy and,

we can freely Dit in judgment and r@mct cccording to
our foncy. But do we reclize that ALL of the prophets
of the past were also human, the same as was Josenph,
nd hod we lived then we would doubtless have bse
s quick to reject them as we now do our own prophet
of latter days? In lact, those who DID live in the days
of those other prophets DID reject GFd persecute, as

"”nen he said unto them, O lools and slow of
ve all that the 1;ru'phc~t-ts have spoken;
hri"* to have suffered these %hihgs, {t‘nv

a0

see:
heart to
Dught n

words of srophets B.C.F) and enter into Hls glory?”
Luke 24:25-26. Also: "Which of the prophets hqvb not
your lathers persecuted? and the )f thV» fi in them

Wh}(h whkwe% belfore the coming of the Just QY‘,; of
whom ve have besen now the betrayers and murderers.”
A\ ts 7:52. We could give many more such warnings,
but we realize that revelation is the very foundation of
‘fhe C-mrc;n of Christ, and the old Pr opnc Amos warns
ug thus: "Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but
he revedalsth his secret unio his servants the prophets

& have met the world on the proposition that Wit‘mut
revelation from God there could be no restoration
church.

In short we should thank God
ful that HE HAS cgain sent his

and be dot m‘y grate-

light. Yet, we like others, can bﬂ very cmchl Qz’ even
what so evidently God has done for us. There is not

o single siatement in this entire Vision given io josepn
Smith and Sidney Rigdon that CO tradicts scripture in
any way. True it brings added light, but unless it did
it would not be revelation. And now, just examine the
claims made. They say: “which is the Son WHOM
WE SAW AND WITH WHOM WE CONVERSED IN

THE HEAVENLY VISION." Now did they so see (md
converse? If not they were only base deceivers.
Lacin, "And while we were vel in the OSpirit, the

[

d COMMANDED us that we should write th
Vision.” Ncw de God so command or @‘ldn"r He? U
he did hove we 1o iy to del
Smith as a prop}e: of this dispensation, or whersin
com we accept anything he did, which would include
the Book of Mormon? Remember, this was given as a
vision in February 1832, and so was a real part of the
beginning of the restoration. In my ministry, I have
found skeptics converted to our message ENTIRELY be-
cause of the profoundness of this vision.

iena j osepn

This vision has been the acknowledged ieaching of
the entire Restoration since it was received February
16, 1832, It was first published in the [

Morning Star for July, 1832, This old issue of the Star
was reprinted by the Church of Christ in 1911, with
the purpose of showing that the Church of Christ, was,
in its teachings, in harmony with the teachings of the
church of the Restoration in ifs very beginning.
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NOTE: The above extract is ffon’* he Vision receiv-
ed by }@:ﬁech %rmm and Sidney Ridgon on
18, 1832, and is Section 786 in tm, D ir n
enants, concerning which we find this in t
TELLER", poge 47, Granville Hedrick, Edito
revelations, INCLUDING the 4th paragraph behtozw 101
cnd thereafter, are ialse, in any book as coming
through Joseph. THOSE BEFORE THAT HAVE BEEN
RECEIVED BY "‘HE CHURCH.” (Emphasis mine, B.CF)

Certainly all before Sec. 101 would include Se 1
76, which Granville Hedrick says was accepted by
the church, and further we do not find o single state-
ment in the "TRUTH TELLER"” nor the Eveninc
M ning Star, while John R, Haldemaon was
even later, by anv leading Church of Ch
mtempung to refute the doctrine taught in this
ful "Vision” of February, 1832,  On the contray we
find it fully endorsed by each of them. In fact, we DO
find Granville Hedrick, as editor, making this «“i it
on page 35 of the Trm% Teller. ”T"n@ Tm h Te
made « declaration in favor of the prim
tion of the church, as is *)ubhshed in 7
Also, that many of *h:ﬁ members have
primitive order of the church, and tha
earlier period than generally has k)(:c:;i supposed; and
thert the prophet Joseph Smith himself lost his pro i
gift IN THE MONTH OF FERRUARY, AD, 1884, and
from that periocd false teachings and lalse doctrines
and false revelations were continually imposed upon
the church until the vear of his death, wu\;\,my mfmy
hove been deceived oand also led into «
wicked practices from whence it is qe
should return who have not
DONABLE SIN which can only be
viewing their former course and learn tu kfc
from falsehood, and in o practical manner cleave unto
all truth and forsake all unrighisousness,”” Truth Teller,
page 35, (Emphasis mine, B.CF)

true, these stalements con

All of which being
commit the Church of Christ, at least in thatl pe

D

the doctrine found in this "Vision” of Teb
1832 Further, in canvassing the early issues
Truth Teller, we DO find tabul Qleu some of 1
doctrines and practices above ment

Hed ick, but noet once do WO fm
on p@ge LO and co t nued criticism :
plurality of gods, Adam god, and man becoming «
god, polvgamy, and other such evils. Of course
this we ol agree, yet the idea of Joseph Smi
a "fallen prophet,” we can scarcely accept,
‘% never claimed to be anvything but o human being,
and so subject to err the same as ofher men. |
he himsell, says that: "A prophet is only
p

wher ng a8 such.

becaus

o Pl

In conclusion, we will give one
teaching of Josep%; Smith on the subject
siderciion in this article. His subject was

PREACHED l(:/ SPIRITS IN PRISON
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that we might not be caught unawares when the clock
strikes twelve,

For the remaining two meetings that we had Bro.
Flint with us, he used two charts illustrating his talks
on resurrection, judgment, and reward, and the lineage
of the peoples of the world from Abraham, respectively.

We have enjoved very good sermons by our Breth-
ren, Isaac Brockman and Glenn Gill

Do we believe? Can we open either the Bible or
the Book of Mormon to any page, read « few verses,
then ask ourselves, do we belisve and answer vyes?
If we turn to any history, we have to believe it to be-
lisve in the existence of the books. If we read any doc-
rine and don't believe them, we don't believe in Christ;
vet if we say we belisve in the doctrine, we believe
Christ only it we follow His law.

We on this earth are inclined to lay up earthly
treasures and don't give enough consideration to what
we are laying up in heavenly treasures. It we love
this life we will lose it, but if we hate this lile we will
aain it. Let us go beyond the needs of ocurselves and
show charity; let us act as well as talk like Christians,
" . not laying again the foundation of repentance

... letus go on unio perfection . .. (Heb.

L) "buat”
6:1), and lay up heavenly itreasures.

b

“"Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon eartn,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and thisves break
through and steal, “but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
cand where thieves do not breck through nor steal. For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
(Il Nepht 6:110-112)

Satan gives steady temptations but with God's
guidance we can bear all burdens., We hold the key
o eternal life only if we work, so when God calls,
we will be ready. Be wise in the days of your proba-
tion, for excuses will condemn rather than edify.

We also have had our regular sacrament services.
In Sunday School we are still reading and studying the
Bock of Mormon in the adult class.

On Wednesday night, Bro. Isacc Brockman con-
ducts o study class on the Bible at Black River Falls.
Bro. Glenn Gill visits with a church family in Eoau Claire
on Wednesday nighis where he is holding o Bible
study class.

We were all so very glad to welcome a new mem-
ber into our midst at Beunion time, 5r. Dougherty.

Sr. Margret Gill, Reporier

INDEPENDENCE NEWS

Forest and Irene Mdaley have a new addition o the

fomily. His name is Mark Dean Maley and he was
born on the llth of Seplember. The girls are very

happy with him, of course, and [ know that David {sels
quite proud to have a brother. We are happy for them
ail,

Bro. Vance Horris was icken to the hospital o
Ames, lowa, to undergo surgery. He seemed to be
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doing well so they brought him home, but was toke
back to the hospital because of a blood-clot. Our pray-
ers are with him and we hope it will not be long befors
he is home again to stay.

=

QOur parent class of the Sunday School had a pic
at the park in Sugar Creek on September 22. The
weather was damp and cold, but all who attended
enjoyed it and felt i was good io have social activi-
ties together as well as study and worship together.

On September 10, Bro. Leroy Wheaton spoke 1o us
about the heathen nations not being satisfied with turn-
ing themselves from God but they also sirive to tumn
others from Him. He asked the question: "Are we
ready to stand firm in our bslief cnd give a reasen
for the hope that lies within us?” It is o question we
would all do well to examine and answer for our-
selves,

Bro. Leslie Case spoke to us on September 17. His
text was from Matthew 27:46. . . . My God, my God,
why hast thou forscken me?” He pointed out that i
we do as God has asked us our sick will be healed
and if we humble ourselves we will not have offlic
tons and there will be no need to say: "My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?”

In the evening service of September 17 we had o
discussion about what we rmust do o come closer io
God und improve the spiritual condition of the church.
It was well attended and it is something we are ol
concermned about.

On September 24 Bro. Nicholas Denham spoke on
the subject of "What is the Church?” and how its spirit
uality is dependent on the individual members,

Fall is in the air and it is time o give our winter
clothes « thorough examination and it is also time to
give our spiritual lives o thorough examination. May
God be with us all.

Mcary Beevers, Reporter
e e

Cranston Local
Cramston Branch—Church of Christ—has had the
henor and pleasure of a wisit from Bro. Clarence cmd
or. Angela Wheaton for o short time.

While here, Bro. Wheaton conducied a series of
meetings, which included both sermons and the show-
ing of many of his slides taken during their stay in the
Holy Lond and Egypt. These slides were interspersed
with ones of our own Central American territories,
which prove beyond the shadow of o doubt the
divine authenticity of the Book of Mormon.

o

We, here in Cranston, firmly believe they are doing
wre o promote good will among the general pop-
ulace, by this type of preaching, than dll the talk and
reading that can be digested in the promotion of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, for we leel that whatever sub-
ject they are perusing, o person or a group can learn
more by seeing as well as hearing, than they can by
hearing alone.
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The good that they hﬂ»ve done here, coupled with
eqch -and

every visit they hove mode and will make
should leave o mstinq impression with ol

with whom Iikcy come in conlact.

1

Just six lines of o poem my husband wrote especial-
Iy for them, denotes our feelings here,

They've done more to prove Mormon's story is true
By showing these p‘ictur's» o me and to you,

i hat brings them 1o life

time when world iuub;c,c and te
;J of §he reoa ng a hurnaon can do
knowledge, and insight, too.

ions are rife,

May God speed them on their way, wherever He
dec mcs el d them, and go with them dll the way,
i g thén te ie 3% b@d{ is our prayer

Etna L. Tordoff

CBITUARY
Gronville N. Hedrick

3 Independence, Mo., died
t the INO@D& ndence Sanitorium and
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Mo
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CHUBCH OF CHRIST PUBLICATIONS
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Send all orders to: Church of Christ (Temple Lot), Box 472,
Independence, Missouri.
Price Each

Book of Commandments—FP aper Cover ... $1.00
Book of Commandments—Leatherefie ... $1.25
Outline Church History .o $2.00
Book of Mormon—Missionary Ediion .o $1.25

Also Available of
Book of Mormon—Cloth Binding ...
Book of Commandments Controvers sV

There are a few Books of Mormon mvwlab e in
Morocco leather binding. Please wrile for price.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

INSTRUCTIONS IN ORDE‘F{ENG
dat

i8S are not

with the oction token at the 1880 General
iation General Assembly, «ll publications
jon will be t free of cha Send ALL
Sunday School Associotion Treasurer, Church of
le Lot); Box 472, vendence, Misso

Primary, Vol. 1, No. 1C
Primary, Vol. 1, No.
Primeary, Vol. 1 .3, ]
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 4, Lile of ;T%u
Sunday School Becord Book ...
Records of the Bible .
Records of the Book of Mormor
History and Religion—Chart

2,
2
4
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