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“And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.”"—I Nephi 3:187.
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7 Stall Fave Faith

I shall have foith; though o mountain may stend
Seemingly impassible; at his commaond

I shall go forward expecting that He
Who promised o pathway, will clear one for me.

I shdll have {aith; though an ocean may rise,
Hiding the opposite shore from my eyes.

I shall not {alter, for I have been shown,
ThatGod never failts to take care of His own.

I shall have faith; placing all 1 hold dear
Under His care; there is nothing to fear,
Night has no terrors; storms cannot appall;
Shadows are veils, that sunbeams let fall:
Dawn scatters darkness; it brings a new day
I shdall have {aith because God walks my way.

Author Unknown
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EDITORIAL
THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST

A prominent theologian was called upon to offer
the dedicatory prayer in a newly-consirucied church
building, several vears ago. It is relicbly reporied
that among other things, he made o statement similiar
to this:

"Let the tongue cleave to the roof of the mouth of
the man who altempts o preach docirine in this
church.”

This may serve to illustrale the decline of emphasis
on doctrinal issues, which had been the order for many
hundreds of years.

The teaching of doctrine is now largely supplonted
by moral platitudes on the life of Christ, by telling
stories of ancient biblical worthies, by offering the "Ten
Comandments” as the basic law of our religious life.

Revivalists by the dozens, perhaps hundreds, have
overspread the country. Many of them are well or-
ganized, with hundreds of people engaged in preporo-
tions for preaching to a community. There are heal-
ers’, not a few, and Hery evangelists by the score,
who have found religion o be o profitable enierprise
indeed.

But, where, amidst all this uprocr and clamor, can
be found the doctrine of Christ—the fullness of His
gospel? Echo returns, but the sound is confusion.

There is nothing wrong with exhorialfion thot mon
should lead o clean life; that he should do good and
seck to emulate the life of Christ; that he should strive
for a faith as had Abraham, Moses, Lehi, and count-
less others.

We do not discredit any sincere effort o improve
the moral stondard of monkind, for Jesus said:

"For he that is not against us is on our part.”
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But, we {ddl to see how those can be on “our part”
who are cbviously working for finomcial goin.

There are, no doubt, many hsalings by those who
use this means of appedaling io the masses, and in so
doing, become wealthy. But whence the source of their
power?

The devil has great powser given unio him, inso-
much that he is "iransformed into an angsl of light”.

"Therelore, it is no great thing if his ministers also
be iransiormed s the ministers of righteousness;
whose end shall be according to their works.” II Cor.
11:14-15.

The Lord spoke of some who would come before
Him as the last day in this foshion:

"Maeny will say io me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name
have cast out devils? and in thy nome have done
many wonderful works? And then will 1 profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ve that work
iniguity.” Matt. 7:22-23. The Inspired Version savs:
“Ye never knew me.”

By this we see that the devil uses many marvelous,
but counterfeit, devices to lead men astray.

Whole religious philosophies cnd churches are es-
tablished upon one, or more, of the "gifts” Christ has
given to His church, and thus, some churches offer
themselves as the church on the basis of "tonguss”, or
“prophecy’’, or "hedling”, etc.

Back to the evangelist who preaches {aith and re-
pentonce toward God: does he also savy,

"Except a mon be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” (John 3:5.7

Or, after their confession, does he simply turn them
over io the church of their cholce?

In recounting his own conversion, did he enter in
by the door, being immersed in the waters of regenera-
tion, and were the honds of the ministry laid upon him
that he might recelve the gift of the Holy Ghost? In
his own "cdll” io the ministry, was he "called of God
as was Aaron' (Heb. 5:4), which is by the spirit of rev-
elation to another?

These things are ol pazrts of the doctrine of Christ,
and of His provision ito scadeguoard ond estabish His
church. But portial truth is insufficient. And so the’
apostle Paul said:

"1 have not shunned to declare unio vou il ibe
counsel of God.” Acts 20:27. ;

That this was necessary, is further amplified by his
subsequent prophetic statement, after warning the
priesthood to "feed the church of God'™:

"For I know this, that ofter my departing shall
grievous wolves enfer in among vou, nol sparing the
flock. Also of your ¢wnselves shall men arise, speak-
ing perverse things, lo draw away disciples dfter
them.” Acts 20:28-30.
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If it was necessary, then, to "declare—<all the coun-
sel of God,” it is ceriainly so, now, and ifor the same
Teqsons.

Pcul enumerates six principles of the doctrine of
Christ in the sixth chopier of the Hebrew letter, and we
call them, fundamental: faith, repeniance, baptisms,
laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, and eter-
nal judgment,

And vet, there are some who say: teach iaith, re-
pentance, baptism, and laving on of hands, and leave
these other "moocted” questions dclone! I this were
followed, how could we deze to hold up our heads and
tell the world: We ore the resiored Church of Christ,
and offer vou the hulness of the gospsl!

"Ch, ves,"” we hear, "speak of the resurrection and
the eternal judgment, but don't go into any of the de-
tails of the state of man after death, or mention the
thought of Christ having a mission on behall of man-
kind right on down io the Judgment Day!l That is
speculation, and those are the things which are
mooted.”

To speculate mecms to “think; reflect’”. So, if we
speculate on the doctrine of Christ, we are thinking, or
reflecting upon it—anything wrong with that?  Of
course, we have no right to permit our imaginations
to socr beyond ‘that which is written”, but we cer-
tainly should study and reflect upon dll related matter
to a given subject, as much as possible, for:

“All scripture is given my inspiration of God, and
is profitable for docirine, for reproot, for correction, for
instruction in rightecusness:” II Tim. 3:16.

The Inspired Version renders it: “"And all Scripture
given by nspiration of God, is profitable for docirine,”
elc.

As for any ports of the docirine of Christ being
being mooted, "doubted” or "debated”: we presume
there will always be someone who doubts or questions
emd will be willing to crgue over the accepted beliefs
of the church and plain teachings of the scripture on
the docirine of Christ. But we cannot, we dare not,
stop teaching the whole docirineof Christ, because of
these focts.

May the time never come in the Church of Christ
as it did to Nephi, while specking to his people:

“And now I, Nephi, con not say more: the Spirit
stoppeth mine utteronce, and I am left fo mourn be-
cause of the unbelie!, and the wickedness, and the ig-
norance, and the stiffneckedness of men: for they will
not search knowledge, nor understand great knowl-
edge, when it is given unto them in pladnness even as
plain as word can be.” II Nephi 14:9.

Let us teach righteous principles of living and
show men the need of cbeying the gospel to find en-
france inio the kingdom, but let us not neglect to pro-
claim the whole doctrine, as sirength is given 1o re-
celve i,

Williom A. Sheldon

A DELEGATE CONFERENCE

Inasmuch as the Conference of April, 1957, sent
out to the Church for the vote of the people o Referen-
dum Bill that would change the present form or system
of our General Conference, we feel it is essential, if the
people of the Church shall vote intelligently, that some
reason or explanation be given for this proposed
chaonge of our General Conference, Therefore, as one
of the sponsors of this Referendum Bill, we offer to
the Church the following as some of the reasons we
feel it essential for the good of the work, that this
proposed change should be made.

Back in 192526 and up il about 1934, the Church
had the Delegate Conference, wherein each local
Church sent to the Conference o delegate or delegates
as the membership of the local Church might require;
and these delegates with the ex-officio members of the
Priesthood did the business of the Conference. This
style of conference was patterned after that used by
the Reorgamized Church of Latter Day Saints.  This
system of General Conference had some very danger-
ousg features about it, and permitted of some undesir-
able practices by those who desired to put across
some particular legislation. Becouse of this, some of
the brethren sought to change the system used in the
Church of Christ, and so the Church adopted the sys-
tem that has been known as the Ministers' Conference.
This also proved to be quite faulty, and so it has been
changed and modified many times, until the system we
now are using has little resemblonce to that originaly
adopted by referendum vote in 1934-'35.

At the time this Ministers’ Conference was adopted,
all the business of the Church was to be done by the
Ministers attending the Conference. After the Minis-
ters’ Conference had finished its work, it was then sent
to the Peoples’ Conference for their ratification or re-
jection; amd it was this that they called “doing the busi-
ness of the Church by the voice of the people.” Tt
was soon found that this was slow ond unsatisfactory,
and changes and modifications began to be made un-
til our present system is litile short of a Mass Confer-
ence of any and dll who may be near enough to ot
tend.

At the first, very sirict aitention was paid o the
method in which we had voted to do “our business”.
As a result mony "Bills” were sent to the “Peoples’
Conference”, in 1936, thirty-six "bills” were sent out,
and a year or so after that forty-one bills, this being
the highest number ever sent to the People’s Confer-
ence. It is interesting fo note the resulis of these refer-
endum votes that came in from the various fields, for
the vote always reflected the attitude of the Missionary
in chorge of the Held towards the matter in the bill.
1t is also interesting to note the number of voles cast,
and ot no time was there ever o majority vote cast; |
mean by that, o majority of oll the people, or ol the
membership of the Church, The vote was always deter-
mined by the majority of the votes cast for or against
cny proposed action of the Ministers’ Conference, with-
out regard to total membership of the Church. The
highest vote cast (so far as I can find) for any one meo-
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sure was about 27% of the membership of the Church;
and the lowest was a vote cast by the Conference of
1958, when the vote cast by the Conference on o pro-
posed action, was six-tenths of one percent (this was
counting both the affirmative and the negative). Thus,
briefly, we register the degeneration of the Ministers'
Conference, from the high ideal wherein we were to
give to the people the right to do the business of the
Church, by the voice of the people” to the present sys-
tem of mass conference with the people having no
chance except to aceept or reject such matters as this
Conference may see fit to pass. In fact, all the people
were ever permitted to do, was either accept or reject.

Now, we are all proud of this country of ours, and
one of the very important reasons why we are so
proud cof it is the method by which we are governed,
that is, that we each one of us have a right to say who
shall represent us in the low maoking institutions of our
country. Long ago, someone made himsell famous
when he said, "Taxation without representation is tyr-
anny”’, and we are sure that the govenment of any
people without representation would be just as ob-
noxious and objectionable, even if that people be a
religious people or a local church. Yet, that is the
condition the local churches of the Church of Christ
are in today, for our General Conference is largely a
local church Conference, consisting of the membership
of the Independence group oand those who live near
the Center Place, and a limited number of the Minis-
try, and a few visitors (we do not say this with any
malice or discredit to the Independence group; the
same thing would happen if we should hold our Gen-
eral Conference in any other place; under our present
system it would become largely o local governed con-
ference, and that is one of the reasons we have father-
ed the change to a Delegate and Ex-officio Conference).
As an evidence that what we have said concerning
our present system being largely o local conference,
we call attention to the action taken last year, relative
to the change of the wording of our transfer blanks.
After debating this-question for some time, it was voted
to make this the special business of o ceriain session of
Conference. When the vote was called, the total vote
(negative and positive) was 31. Two days later when
the final vote was taken on this question, it was 51.
‘Where did these twenty extra votes come from?

Thus, we have tried 1o give vou some of the reas-
ons why we feel we should change ocur Conference to
a Delegate Conference. Those sponsoring this change,
as well as the Ministers in attendonce ot the time this
was presented to the Conference as a proposed Ref-
erendum Bill, sought to embody within this resclution,
all the good features of cur present system, cnd those
of the old delegate system, and to eliminate the evil
which we could discern was present in the old system,
and bring o our people a truly democratic system of
Chirch Government. We earnestly pray vou will
study this matter very corefully, then register vour ap-
proval, in the hope of building a better and more uni-
ted Church of Christ, a people united in the service of
our Lord and Master.

Arthur M. Smith.

ZION'S ADVOCATE

July, 1957
e W N

TO WHOM IS THE WARNING GIVEN?

Lehi was a prophet sent ot the Jews to warn them
of destruction that would come on Jerusalem, if they
did not repent, and turn to God. They had become
a very wicked people, and had turned away from the
Lord; and had killed the prophets that had been sent
to them, and finally Lehi had been sent to them: they
sought to take his life, and he was warned in a dream
to take his family and flee from Jerusalem.

The Lord had made choice of Israel, to be o pecu-
liar, and a choice people, through whom he might be
represented. Deut. 14:2; Psa. 135:4. The reader no
doubt will be familiar with the story of the dividing of
Israel into two nations. The ten tribes being lead
away, and the others remained. On several occasions
they were taken into bondage because of their rejec-
tion of the Lord, and now they were receiving o warn-
ing through Lehi of their rejection, cmd destructon of
Jerusalem. They refused to accept Lehi as o prophet
and he was warned of it, and told to flee. They had
been taught the way of the Lord, and had turned
away. We find Lehi heeding the warning and with
his family he fled into the wilderness. It is very easy
to follow the story as contained in First and Second
Nephi.

Ot the four sons, two were loyal, and two turned
away from their father, and rebelled against him, cand
all through the journey to the promised lond they were
rebellious.

On reaching the promised land we find that a divi-
sion took place again, and two nations developed as a
result. II Nephi 4:7-14. They became known as Ne-
phites and Lamanites; a curse of a dark skin was
placed on the rebellious ones.

Those who remained with Nephi were willing to
follow the Lord, and do that which the Lord asked.
In the fourth chapter of II Nephi you can read of the
separation.

One thing should be taken into consideration, and
that is that all those who fled from Jerusalem had had
the some opportunity of learning the ways of the Lord;
to accept or reject. Let us note that there were no other
people living in this part of the world, and cll were
of the Jews, and had been instructed in the some way.
In following the history of those people we find that
the Lord spoke to them through prophets, and selected
teachers, and they were taught the story of the coming
of Christ to earth, and they were taught the plan of
redemption or salvation, and the ordinance of bap-
tism was had and they were taught the principles of
righteousness; and they were warned against reject
ing those things that they were given. All their teach-
ing was to the psople who had had the gospel tcught
them and their prophets and teachers were strict in
warning them against rejecting those truths. Their
warnings were not to the people of the world, or the
average sinner, but they were warned against sinning
against the GREATER light, which is the sin against
the Holy Ghost. It did not take in «ll manner of sin,
Those people had the greater light and had refused
to follow.
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We find thot following the visit of the Christ to
them, that the entire people, Lamanite and Nephite
had been brought into the light of the gospel, and there
were no divisions among them for some two hundrred
vears, after which they began to have false teachers,
Setan had succeeded in getting in, and had enticed
some away from the truth and finally there again
came the division; So we see that all had been in touch
with the gospel, and dll the warnings of their prophets
and teachers were directed to a people who had tur-
ned away from the truth and thus were in danger ot
becoming castaways.

All we need to do is to follow their leaders and note
their appeals, even from Lehi, Nephi, and Jacob who
had warned them of their “grosser crimes” Polygamy,
and pride. They undoubtedly had known better, and
had wandered from the truth; Read Jacob 2nd chapter
ond note that Jacoh referred to them as brethren, It is
good 1o read all of the book of Jacob, and note the ap-
peals to turn from wickedness.

We note o statement of Mormon; ”"And now I, Mor-
mon, being about to deliver up the records which I
have been making, into the hands of my son Moroni,
behold, I have witnessed almost all the DESTRUCTION
OF MY PEOPLE THE NEPHITES, (Emphasis, W. F. A)
"And it is many hundred years after the coming of
Christ, that [ deliver these records into the hands of
my son; and it supposeth me that he will wittness the
entire destrution of My people”. Words of Mormon,
1:1,-2.

It is only necessary to ask you to read the appeals
of Mosiah, which were to his brethren. TFollowing it
up with a study of Alma, we find the same general ad-
vice to the people; and then Heleman, and Nephi, the
second will we say, wherein we find the story of the
destruction, and the coming of Christ to this land, and
his teachings, and the final conversion of all including
the Nephites, and the Lamanites, all received the gos-
pel, and all the teachers who came after, directed their
teachings and warnings to the people of the church
who had turned away from that light which they had
cccepted, and thus they were sinning against light and
truth; the unpardonable sin, which is the sin against
the Holy Ghost. Those folks were under a gospel dis-
pensation, and the ministry of that ime was appealing
o the people to not turn away, and pointed out the
dongers of doing so.

We might call attention to the coming of Samuel
the Lamanite prophet, who had been sent to warn
them, and they sought to kill him. It would be well to
read Helaman 2 wherein you find some very interest-
ing reading, how God protected his servants from the
angry mobs.

We find that all the prophets of the Book of Mormon
foretold of the coming of the Christ, cnd pointed out the
need to be obedient to the teachings of the Lord.

We might offer this thought, The Lord had made
choice of the people of Israel to be his special witnsess-
es, and he sent prophets to them to warn, and point to
the better way; up to ond including Malachi; so the
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Lord sent prophets to the people on this continent, and
we must bear in mind that at no time did the Lord send
prophets to the Gentiles, but to the Jews, and the peo-
ple on this land were Jews. Yes it is true that instruc-
tions and warnings were given to the Gentiles through
the prophsts in this land, but those things referred to
a time when the gospel would be taken from the Jew
and go to the Gentile, and they were warned that to
sin against the Holy Ghost would result in banishment
from God. At no time did the warnings that were
given to the people on this land reler to common sin,
but to the sin against truth and light.

As it is in our time, so it was in those days. There
are many who taught that which wos not harmony with
fruth. Christ said, “Take heed that no man deceive
vou, for many will come in my name (claiming to be
ministers for Christ) and would deceive many. There
has been in every age those who laid claim to rep-
resent God who were {alse teachers.

False teachings have been the cause of divisions
all through the ages, and as Paul aptly put, "Let God
be true, but every man o liar.” Lel us keep in mind
that those who came out from Jerusalem with Lehi were
those whom the Lord directed, and were his people.
They refused to be led by God, and went their own
ways, ond thus came under the ban, with no second
chance.

There is a difference between those who receive,
or had the gospel presented to them and those who
know nothing about . There is the common or or-
dincry sinner, and there is the greater sinner. they
who sin against the Holy Ghost; they are the only ones
who will be cast into the final punishment, or ban-
ished from the presence of God.

We who have received the gospel and tasted of
the fruits need to be ever on the waich tower guarding
against the attacks of the enemy. Each have o task
that is vital, and that no one can do for us: That task is
to develp within our own lives a personal righteousness
that God will approve of, and that will it us to be ac-
ceptable to Christ when he comes again. There is not
time 1o be idle, but we must be constantly striving for
higher ground.

May the good Lord help us fo make ourselves wor-
thy to meet him when he comes.

"Let your lght so shine before men that they shall
see your good works, omd thus glority your Father in
heaven.”

Yours for peace and final victory.

Wm. F. Anderson.

NOTICE
All day meeting July 14, Maple City, Michigan.
Please bring basksts and bedding.

Leeta Trumbull
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MOTE: We solicit articles for this depariment wrilten In an aifirmalive

mMOEnner,

An affirmative arficle is one in which a belief, or an opinicn, is expressed, and evidences presented o support thai belief.

CONTRIBUTIONS ARE THE OPINION OF THE AUTHOR AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE
TEACHINGS OF THE CHURCH OR THE COPINIONWS OF THE EDITORIAL STAFF.

THE UNPARDONABLE SIN
Apostle B. C. Flint

{concluded)

Does the scripture give us an cnswer? We think it
doss. Peter tells us that: "For, for this couse was the
gospel preached also to them that are dead, that they
might be judged according fo men in the flesh, but live
according o God in the spirit.” I Peter 4:6.

And, if this iz not enough, we are told in II Nephi
8:11-18, and o number of other places that the ATONE-
MENT OF CHRIST, is an INFINITE ATONEMENT. In-
finite, is defined by Webster as being, “Not finite, un-
limited, as relates to time or space.” 1f it is not limited
by time or space, then we can understand what Poul
mecms in Romans 9:38-38, where he says: “For I am
persuaded, that neither DEATH nor lfe, nor angels, nor
pricipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things
ic come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separcte us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

But by again going to the Book of Mormon, we have
a further explanation of this matier. “And for this
cause [ write unto vou, that ve may know that ye must
all stand before the judgment seat of Christ; vea,
EVERY SOUL WHO BELONGS TO THE WHOLE HU-
MAN FAMILY OF ADAM; And ve must stond to be

judged of your works, whether they be good or evil;
and also that ve may believe the gospel of Jesus Christ,
WHICH YE SHALL HAVE AMONG YOU.” Book of
Mormon 1:88-87. (Emphasis mine, B.CF.)

Now this should forever amswer the question con-
cerning the millions who have died without having
heard about Christ in this life. When they disd as fo
the flesh, THEY KNEW NO LAW, HENCE WERE SUB-
JECT TO NO LAW,; but because of the mercies of God
and the cionement of Christ, who died that, through his
name, ALL mankind might some day, somewhere, "be
restored to the God who gave them breath and might be
tcught the gospel law so that the TIME would come,
when "every soul who belongs to the whole human
family of Adam,” having heard cnd undersiood, will
become subject to the gospsl law, and so be gualified
io stemd before the judgment bar of God and be judged
according to their works, whether they be gooed or evil;
cnd when they shall hear and believe the gospel of
Jesus Christ “which they shall have among them”,
which will be THFEIR DAY OF PROBATION, because
they did not have one in this life.

The message of the cmgels to the shepherds at the
ot the birth of cur Saviour was io be a message of
great joy to ALL MEN, and since ALL men do not

have, and millions never had the knowledge of Christ
in this life, Peter who was with Christ on the mount of
fromsfiguration, knew whereof he spoke, when he said
that, the gospel was to be "preached to the dead that
they might be judged according to men in the flesh
but live according to God in the Spirit.”

Being judged according to deeds done in the body,
whether they be good or bad, implies o division of re-
wards, also, according to what those deeds would in-
dictate as being just; and Christ plainly taught thot
“In my Father's house are many mansions,” but even
with that statement, he indicated to them that they
were to inhabit o place yvet unprepared for them; be-
ccuse he closed that thought with the thought that he
would go cnd PREPARE A PLACE FOR THEM, and
then he would come cgain ond receive them unto him-
self, that where he was, there they might be dlso.
John 2:2-3.

Paul, also in I Corinthians 15, discussing the resur-
rection, says that it will be with every man, “in his
own order.’” And it is here that he gives the symbolic
degress of rewards as typified by the sun, moon, and
the stars.

Where do little children cppecr in this study?
Much has been written on this phase of the subject.
We are told in Mosiah 8:60: "And litle children also
have eternal life.” Moroni becomes very eloguent in
his denunciation of those who would teach infont bap-
tism, and he makes this declaration amid o long dis-
cussion of the staie of little children: "For behold that
all litlle children are alive in Christ, and also dl they
that are without law., For the power of redemption
cometh on all they that have no law; wherelore, he
that is not condemned, or he that is under no condem-
nation, cannot repent; and unio such baptism availeih
nothing.” Moroni 8:25-26.

It would sesm that this is as clear as language
could make i, cnd certainly no one would care to
dispute it. We might add that baptism avallsth noth-
ing o anvone who was not g fif subject for boplism,
nor one who did not understand its purposs.

Yet, when we examine closely the implications of
these scriptures, we Ieel that we have dalready dis-
cussed this phase of the subject wherein we discuss
the fact that the millions who have died withoul «
knowledge of the gospel or a knowledge of Christ
These ALL must have an opportunity to contact Christ
cmd his gosepl sometime, somewhere, in order to make
them responsible, to stand belore the judgment seat
of Christ and be judged according to their deeds
whether they be good or evil. Remember that little
childrenn and heathen ore members of the family of
Adam, and are not excluded from Mormon's statement
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that the whole human fomily of Adam MUST stomd
and be judged.

Mormon 1:8687. This then proves that they will
not ALWAYS remain as litle children, nor yet will
heathen AYWAYS remain as heathen. Toke o child
who diss almost at birth. They are absclutely help-
less, can netther think or reason, could not understond
any manner of reasoning, be in o position to experl
ence either joy or misery. Yet we are told that: “Adam
fell that men might be; and men are, that they might
have joy.” 11 Nephi 1:115.

We micht fry to solve this difficulty by saying that
the state of little children at death are the same a8
was that of Adam and Fve before they fell, but re-
member that while death had not appsared vet in
God's crection, ond it was man's tremsgression that
brought death into being, ADAM WAS TEMPTEI

TED, ba-
fore and NOT AFTER he became in a dying condition,
so if little children will be like Adam was belore he fall
they too, are subject to temptation cnd in demger of
falling; besides, the picture as given us by Nephi, of
our first parents in the Garden of Eden, is one of com-

plete stagnation. We read: "And now, b old, i
Adam had not fromsgressed he would not have iallen;

And ol things which were creaied, must have re-
meainde in the same state which they were, after thes
were created; and they must have remained
and had no end. And they would have had no chil-
dren: whersiore, they would have remained in a sigie
of innocence, HAVING NO JOY, FOR THEY KNEW NC
MISERY: DOING NO GOOD FOR THEY KNEW NO
SIN.” 1I Nephi 1:111-113. (Emphasis mine, B.C.E.).

1
m asg to ine

Cericinly, this does not solve the probl
fate of little o The first part of ihi

children. s scriphu
explains why it was necessary for God fo provic

stafe for his crection, wherein there would &

jo:
OPPOSITION IN ALL THINGS, in order for mankind
to be copable of making a’choice. Also that this life
WAS INTENDED to be the day of man's probotion,
which no one denies. Read also Alma 9:33-47.
Cod foreknew exactly what mon would do wi
agency, so made provision for all of the &
he knew would follow. Jesus was a lo
the foundation of the world, cn it was God's
sometime, somawhere, ALL monkind might co

e an infinite alone-
ment, not limited by either lime or space.

gospel of Chist, and so if was o be

Another clear siatement is found in

i
a part of God's freatment of mankind,

that he "placed o flaming sword whi & ¢
way jo keep the tree of life.” Genesis 3:24, T We

are told, was to keep man, alter he had
the tree of knowledge of good and evil,
partaking of the tree of lile, and so live forsves
stete into which he had fdllen. Then we are told
the beloved disciple of the Lamb, who was
write concerning th end of the world, a
phi's vision, that of life I8 IN T
PARADISE. Revelation 2:7. (Emphasis m
Then this: “He that hath an ear, let him heor what the
Spirit sayeth to the churches; To him that OV ERCOM-
PTH WILL I GIVE TO EAT OF THE TREE OF LiI
WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE PARADISE OF

the free

i

GOD.” same verse, emphasis mine B.C.F). And even
with this much information John tells us that no maon
in heaven or on earth had vet been given the whole
story. Revelation 5:3. So why speculate beyond what
is plainly written? Certainly this scriptuwre plainly in-
dicates that ONLY those who have had, and under-
stood the gospel and obeyed it, will quality to thus par-
ieike of the frull of the tree of life. None others have,
{overcome the world) as the scriptures, everywhere,
tecch. This also shows plainly WHO it is that can
commit the unpardonable sin.

So after ALL of this testimony we have this, as a
part of the great restoration of the gospel in these last
davs:

“And now ofter the many testimonies which have
been given of him, this is the testimony, last of dll,
which we give of him, that he lives; for WE SAW HIM,
over on the right hand of God; cnd we heard the voice
bearing record that he is the only begotten of the Fath-
er; that by him, and through him, and of him, the
worlds, were made and were created; and the inhabi-
tomts thereof are begotten sons and doughters of God.
This we saw also and bear record, that an ongel of
God who was in cuthority in the presence of God, who
rebelled agoinst the only begotten Son, (whom the Fa-
ther loved, and who was in the bosom of the Father)
and was thrust down from the presence ol God and
the Son, and was called Perdition; for the heavens
wept over him; for he was Lucifer, even the son of
the morning; and we beheld and lo, he is fallen! is
fedlen! even the son of the morning. And while we
were vet in the Spirit, the LORD COMMANDED US
THAT WE SHOULD WRITE THE VISION; for behold
soriem, that old serpent, even the devil, who rebelled
cgainst God, and sought to take kingdoms of our God,

nd his Christ; whersefore he maketh war with the
to of God, ond encompasseth them obout; And
we sow o vision of the eternal sufferings of those with
whom he maketh wor and overcometh, for thus came
the voice of the Lord unto us.

[Xes

“Thus scith the Lord, concerning oll those who
know my power, cnd who have been made partakers
thereof, ond hove suffered themselves, through the
power of the devil, to be overcome unto the DENY ING
of the truth and the DEFYING of my power: they are
they who are the sons of perdition, of whom I say it
hod been better for them never to have been born; for
they vessels of wrath doomed to suffer the wrath of
Cod, with the devil and his angels, throughout eternity;
concerning whom [ have said there is no forgiveness
in this world nor in the world to come; having
the Holy Ghost after having received it, and
only begotten Son of the Father,
crucifying him unto themselves, and putting him to an
open shame; these are they who shall go away inio
the ledee of fire and brimsione, with the devil and his
s, and the only ones on whom the second death
1 have any power; ved, verily the only ones who

ot be redeemead in the due Hme of the Lord, aiter
the suffer of his wrath, who shall be brought forth
by the resurrection of the dead, through the friumph
cnd glory of the Loamb; who was slain, who was in
: of the Father beiore the worlds were made.
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cut of the heavens bore record to us, that he came
into the world, even Jesus to be crucified for the world,
and to bear the sins of the world, and to sanctify the
world and to cleanse it from all unrighteousness; that
through him all might be saved whom the Father hath
put into hig power; and made by him who glorifieth
the Father; and saveth all the works of his hands, ex-
cept those sons of perdition, who denieth the Son after
the Father hath revealed him; wherefore he saveth all
save them, and these shall go away into everlasting
punishment, which is endless punishment, which is
eternal punishment, to reign with the devil and his
angels throughout eternity, where their worm dieth not
and the fire is not quenched, which is their torment,
but the end thereo!, neither the place thereof, and their
torment no man knoweth, neither was revealed, neither
is, neither will be revealed unto mom, save to them,
who are made partakers thereof; nevertheless 1 the
Lord showeth it by vision unto many, but straightway,
shutteth it up again; wherefore the end, the width; the
height, the depth, and the misery thereof, he under-
standeth not, neither any mon save them who are or-
dained unto this condemnaiton. And we heard the
voice saying, Write the vision for lo, this is the end
of the vision of the eternal suffering of the ungodly!”
Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon, in vision, Februory
16, 1832.

Now there is not a single statement in the above so
far that we have not already given ample scripture
from both the Bible and the Book of Mormon, o sub-
stantiate.

We realize how easy it is for us, now living, to be-
come skeptical, because this vision was given in our
day, and to the major prophet of these latter days, Jos-
eph Smoth. Because Joseph lived in our day and, we
know of his humanity and his humon weoknesses, we
can freely sit in judgment and reject according to our
femey. But do we redalze that ALL of the prophets of the
past were also human the some as was Joseph, and
had we lived then we would doubtless have been as
quick to reject them as we now do our own prophet of
latter days.

In fact, those who DID live in the days of those
other prophets DID reject and persecute, as see: Then
he said unto them, O fools and slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have spoken; Ought not Christ
to have suffered these things, (the words of the proph-
ets, B.C.F.) and to enter into his glory?” Luke 24:25-26.

Also: "Which of the prophets have not your fothers
persecuted- and they have slain them which shewed
betfore of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have
been now the betrayers ond murderers.” Acts 7:42.

We could give many more such warnings, but
when we redlize that revelation is the very foundation
of the Church of Christ, and the old Prophet Amos
warns us thus.... "Surely the Lord God will do nothing,
but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the
prophets.” We have met the world on the proposition
that without revelation from God there could be no res-
toration church.

In chort we should thank God and be doubly grate-
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ful that HE HAS again sent his prophets to give us of
his light. Yet, we like others, can be very critical of even
what so evidently, God has done for us. There is not
a single statement in this entire vision given to Joseph
Smith and Sidney Rigdon that contradicts scripture in
any way. True it brings added light, but unless it did
that it would not be revelation.

And now,, just examine the claims made. They
say, "which is the Son WHOM WE SAW AND WITH
WHOM WE CONVERSED IN THE HEAVENLY
VISION." Now did they so see and converse? If not,
they were only base deceivers. Again: ""And while we
were yet in the Spiirt, the Lord COMMANDED us that
we should write the Vision.” Now, did God so com-
mand or didn't He? If he didn't, what right have we
fo iry to defend Joseph Smith as a prophet of this dis-
pensation, or wherein can we accept anything he did,
which would include the Book of Mormon. Remember,
this was given as a vision in February, 1832, and so
was a real part of the beginning of the restoration. In
my ministry, I have found skeptics converted to our
message ENTIRELY because of the profoundity of this
Vision.

This vision has been the acknowledged teaching
of the entire Restoration since it was received February
16, 1832, It was first published in the Evening and
Morning Star for July, 1832, This old issue of the Star
was reprinted by the Church of Christ in 1911, with the
purpose of showing that the Church of Christ, was, in
its teachings, in harmony with the teachings of the
church of the Restoration in its very beginning.

May 20, 1957
Dear Friends:

It is always a pleasure to mest with you in the
pages of our church paper. To us who are isolated,
the paper, ond the letters we receive from friends
of like faith are for months at o time the only mecms
we have of communication with the church. But this
month we have had a special blessing, in ot last get
ting to meet with the church in Phoenix. As with many
others of the church, whom we have written to, heord
and read about for o long time we feel we are old
friends before we meet. Stll, it is wonderful o actu-
ally meet with, and share the fellowship of church
services with our brothers and sisters. Brand jocined
the church there, and we are all very happy that we
are united as a family in our faith, Kathy still wants
to be baptized on the Temple Lot, as she said when
she was just five years old. We hope God will direct
us so we can be of the most service to His work. We
received great comfort and blessing from the visit of
Skest and Frances Yates, Fernando, and Sister Darby
when they stopped at our home on the way to confer-
ence . Since they were already later than they had
planned they had decided to by-pass Albuquerque.
Then Brother Yates felt they should come to see us aof-
ter all, turned the car around cnd came back to us.
We had all been ill, and were in need of the strength
you get from association with those of the same foith.
When the Yates stopped again on their way homs
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they invited us to visit them soon in Phoenix, which we
did.

One of the things that impressed me about the little
group in Phoenix was the peaceful group discussion
method by which they talk over, and try to solve some
of the every-day problems of living. As members of a
church who should truly be trying to live our religion
in our daily life, we do meet many problems.. Wheth-
er we actually come to complete agreement or not, we
are helped in talking over these things with one an-
other, it we do not argue.

Indeed it is doubthul if any two people ever think
exactly alike on any one thing. Perhaps this was the
reason Jesus was so emphatic that there should be no
disputing over points of doctrine.” neither shall there
be disputations among you concerning the points of
my doctrine,’” (Nephi 3, ch. 5, verse 29) "Satan doth
stir up the hearts of the people to contention, concern-
ing the points of my doctrine.” (Bk. of Commandments,
Ch. 9, verse 16. And Satan will never run out of things
for us to dispute over. It is human nature to want to
prove our way right. Sometimes we are even tricked
by our minds into thinking that if our way is not taught,
the gospel will suffer. Actually it suffers most through
the dissension itself, which must have been why Christ
was so emphatic against disputation.

There are often three sides to any church coniro-
versy: those who are for the issue at stake, those who
are against it, and those who may be either for or a-
gainst it, but who believe Jesus REALLY MEANT IT
when he sald we were not to dispute.

Christ has given us a law which takes care of all
arguments if it is truly believed, taught and then lived.
That is the low of love. It supercedes all large and
small points of doctrine, in that those who live by the
law of love, our missionaries who teach this law, and
the people they convert, are all cutomatically going to
be following the highest concepts of the gospel. As
soon as we as a church, as individuals, can put the
pure teachings of the gospel first, in love, I feel we will
be surprised at the growth of the church. We do not
need o “wrest the scriptures”, God will open our
understanding day by day, as we need light, and will
mercifully take care of our needs, both in this world
and the next, if we trust Him and keep His command-
ments. We would love to hear from our brothers and
sisters in the church.

Viola Hening

REUNION NOTICE

The Colorado Reunion will be held on the 26th,
27th, and 28th of July (Friday, Scaturday and Sunday)
at the R. L. Shaw ranch, six miles east of Collbran,
Colorado. We plan to have a camp meeting with a
basket dinner and supper together, breakiast separa-
tely, and everyone is to bring their own service. It
would be well to bring food that could be used for the
basket dinners and suppers. Sleeping facilities and
bedding should be brought if possible. Brother and
Sister Shaw have facilities to take care of o limited
number of people.

Those planning on coming please write as soon as
possible to: Marvin E. Ely, Route 4, Grand Junction,
Colorado.
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1171 Pontiac Ave.,
Cramston, 10 - R. L
June 2, 1957.

Dear Brother Sheldon:

Just a little news from Cromston, Rhode Island, for
the readers of the "ADVOCATE".

The Cranston Church enjoyed a visit in late Feb-
rucry and March from Brother Housknecht. We were
delighted to have him join with us in our worship to
God. He and Elder Burlingame labouring together in
the Gospel's cause.

It was very opportune that Bro. Housknecht should
come to us at that time, as we had three new mem-
bers ready for baptism, and it made an extremely nice,
service with Elder Burlingame and Bro. Housknecht
officiating together. The new members are: Sister
Alice L. Coburn and Brother and Sister Harry S. and
Etna L. Tordoff (Mr. and Mrs.).

We enjoyed Bro. Housknecht's sermons and teach-
ings. He is a wonderful speaker, and his talks carry
such a wealth of feeling that one just knows that he is
really heart and soul in God's work.

Though we are lew in number, we are all earnestly
striving to live as close as possible to the teachings of
our Lord. We feel that if an earnest body of pecple
tries as hard as humaonly possible to live up to the ex-
ample set by our Saviour, their prayers stand a very
good chance of being heard.

This brings us to the topic of prayer, and this we
are very proud to state. Though as said before, our
group is small, we never have o prayer meeting that
every member present does not take an active part in.
In other words, Bro. Sheldon, Cranston is a one-hun-
dred per cent praying group, and so many good things
have come to our members, that right here and now,
we can enter our testimony that God answers prayers.

The enclosed poem was composed by Brother Tor-
doff and was inspired by Broth Houseknecht's wvisit.
A copy of it was given him as o personal remem-
brance. We hope this bit of verse is of the caliber
that can be uséd in the Advocate.

This is about all at this wriling, from your Brothers
and Sisters in Christ, from Cranston.

Rose 1. Burlingame, Sec.

-

THE MISSIONARY COMES TO TOWN
The Missionary got here, just the other day
To help the folks in our town, along the Christian way,
He tells the old, old story which is ever ever new

Of the way that leads to glory, the way our Saviour
knew.

But do we pay altention, as he lays it on the line?

Can we tell him on the morrow, that we reconize the
sign?
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As our Pastor did before him, he tries to reach our
souls

As one by one before us, God's wonders he unfolds.

There in the light of his preaching, we gain what no
man can give

If we'll listen to his teaching, we will learn how we

must live.

So we may fulfill our missicn, in this life we hold so
dear

Which is spread the gospel story, more thoroughly
each year.

It must be quite discouraging, to sacrifice so much

To try to bring God's message, into closer earthly
touch,

And then find out the words you've spoken, about
the gospel true

Where taken only as a token, of an easy life for you.
But as the Bible tells us, if you save but a single one

You have fulfilled your duty, for the Father and the
Son.

It takes all kinds, this world to make

Some give their all, while others take.

The ones that trouble buries under, you never hear
complain,

It's they, that shout the wonder, of the Christ of Beth-
lehem.

But they that luck has followed, all through their earth-
1y life

Bellow like a wounded calf, ot the slightest hint of
sirife,

These are the things, the Missionary, contends with ol
his life

While in his heart he has a vearning, for his children
and his wile.

But #f Ged”'s work he is to do, he has to carry on

Away from home and family,, too, for months on end,

he's gone.

But thinking of that one poor soul, that he has given
sight

Lightens the load he has to carry, for he knows that
God is light.

And so he goes from town to town, to carry on God's
work

He came to us from some-where else, no duty does he
shirk.

And from this place, he'll go else-where, his very life
he gives,

The joy he knows, he wants to share, with every one

who lives.

So God be with vou, friend of ours, where ever vou
may go,

When to our town, vou come again, yvour welcome

here vou know.
AUTHOR: Brother Harry S. Tordoff

Cranston Branch, Church of Christ
Cranston, Rhode Islend
Written: February 26, 1957,

RESTORING PLAIN AND PRECIOUS PARTS OF THE
GOSPEL OF THE LAMB.

By Elder Eugene Gould

“The word of the Lord came again unio me say-
ing, Moreover, thou son of man toke thee one stick,
cand write upon i, for Judah, and for the children of
Israel his compamions; then ioke another stick, cnd
write upon it, for Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for
all the house of Israel his companions.”’—FEzekiel 37:
15-17.

And in the 18th verse of the same chapter we find
this reading:

"Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord God, behold |
will toke the stick of Joseph which is in the homd of
Ephraim, ond the iribes of Israel his lellows, and will
put them with him even the stick of Judch, and make
them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand.”

These two scriptures have besn bularks of ‘the
Restored Gospel, in proving the ifruthfulness of the
Book of Mormon. But I wonder if we truly know what
the stick of Judoh reclly is!  Some would have us be-
lisve that the “stick of Judah' is that book which we
know as the King James tremslation of the Bible, cnd
which came down through the hands of that great
and abominable church whose founder iz the devil,
as Nephi tells us in the Bock of Mormon. [t is a por-
tion of the “stick of Judah”, but it connot be thet stick
of which the prophet Ezekiel spoke; as the stck of
which he spoke would have to be complste, like it
was when first written, to be joined with the stick of
Joseph, and to become one in the hond of the Lord,
or to become one with the stick of Joseph in the hands
of the servants of the Lord.

I believe, in our search to find the frue stick of Ju-
dah, and to bring it to our understonding so that we
will know of a certainty, without a shred of doubt in
our minds, we should turn to the Book of Mormon., Let
us see what Nephi has fo say, for he truly prophesied
concerning the stick of Judah, and also concerning the
book which we know as the King James translation of
the Bible. Let us turn io th third chopter of 1 Nephi,
and begin our reading at verse 135, with possibly o
few interruptions for commentis.

“And it came io poss that the angel spake io
me, saying Look! And I looked cnd beheld
momy nations and kingdoms. And the angel said
unto me, what behldest thou? And +id, 1 be-
held mony nations and kingdoms. I he said
unto me. These are the ncolons
of the Gentiles. And it came to pass 4
among the nations of the Gentiles the foundatior
of a great church., And the angel said unio me,
Behold the foundation of o church, which is most
abominable above oll other churches, which
slayeth the sainis of God, vea, and iortureth them
and bindeth them down, and vyoketh them with
a yoke of iron, and bringeth them down into cap-
Hvity.
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"And it came to pass, that 1 beheld this grecat
and abominable church; and I saw the devil thed
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he was the foundation of it. And I also saw gold
and silver, and silks, and scarlets, and fine twin-
ed linen, and dll maner of precious clothing; and
1 saw many harlots. And the angel spake unto
me, saying, Behold the gold, and the silver, and
the silks, and the scarlets and the fine twined
linen, and the precious clothing, and the harlots,
care the desires of this great and abominable
church; and also for the praise of the world do
they destroy the saints of God, and bring them
down into coapitivity.

“And it came to pass that I looked and beheld
many waters; and they divided the Gentiles from
the seed of my brethren. And it came to puss
that the angel said unio me, Behold the wrath of
God is upon the seed of thy brethren. And I
locked and beheld o man among the Gentiles,
who was separated from the seed of my brethren
by the many waters; and 1 beheld the spirit of
God, and it come down and wrought upon the
man; and he went forth upon the many waters,
even unto the seed of my brethren, who were in
the promised land.

“And it came to pass that I beheld the Spirit
of God, that it wrought upon other Gentiles; and
they went forth out of captivity, upon the many
werters.  And it come to pass that I beheld maony
multitudes of the Gentiles upon the land of prom-
ise.

“And I beheld the wrath of God that it was
upon the seed of my brethren; and they were
scattered before the Gentiles, and were smitter.
And I beheld the Spirit of the Lord that it was up-
on the Gentiles; that they did prosper, and obtain
the land for their inheritonce; and I beheld that
they were white, and exceeding fair and beau-
tiful, like unto my people before they were slain.

“"And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld
that the Gentiles who had gone forth out of cap-
tivity did humble themselves before the Lord, and
the power of the Lord was with them; and [ be-
held that their mother Gentiles were gathered to-
gether upon the waters, and upon the land also,
to baitle against them; ond 1 beheld that the
power of God was with them; and also that the
wrath of God was upeon aoll those that were go-
thered together against them io battle.

“And, I, Nephi beheld that the Gentiles that
had gone out of coptivity were delivered by the
power of God out of the hands of all other na-
tions. And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld
that they did prosper in the land.

And 1 beheld o book, and it was carried forth
among them.”

Now, if we were io siop here we might come o
the conclusion thatt he book thia Nephi has just spoken
of was the same book or stick that the prophet Ezekiel
spoke of as the stick of Tudah., But if we will cotinue
to read we will find that it is not the stick of Judah but
that it is the book which we now know as the King

James translation of the Bible; that it also was the
same one that was to come down through the hands
of the great and abominable church; and that it had
mony of the plain and most precious parts of the gos-
pel of the Lamb taken from it by that great and abom-
inable church, and we shall see by further reading.
Let us begin again ot verse 158;

“And the angel said unio me, Knowest thou
the meaning of the boock? And I said unto him, I
know not. And he said, Behold, it preceedeth
out of the mouth of a Jew; and I, Nephi, beheld i;

“And he sald unto me, The book that thou
beholdest is a record cof the Jews, which con-
tains the covenant of the Lord which he hath
made unto the house of Israel; and it also con-
taineth many of the prophecies of the holy
prophets; and it is o record like unto the engrav-
ings which oare upon the plates of brass, save
there are not so momy; nevertheless, they con-
tain the covenaonis of the Lord which he hath
made unto the house of Israel; wherefore they
are of gerat worth unto the Gentiles.”

Again let us pause io consider what we have read.
We find here that the book which Nephi beheld con-
tained the covenants of the Lord to the house of Israel;
but not one word, shall we say, as to what the coven-
ants of the Lord were to Adam ond his-children. For
surely if God had made covenonts unto the House of
Israel, he, being God, would also have made coven-
ants to Adam, and those other good people who lived
belore the house of Israel came into being. Or he
would have been a God who showed respect unto per-
sons; and we read in the scriptures that God is no re-
spector of persons. Now, ogain, let us consider this
bock of which Nephi spoke. The bock which Nephi
sow that was carried forth by the Gentiles who came
out of captivity, was the one that had gone through
the hands of that great and abominable church. But
fortunately we have o brief description of it before it
went through the hands of that church, as well as ofter
it had gone through the hands of that church, which
we also find recorded by Nephi in verse 185:

"And the angel of the Lord said unto me, Thou
hast beheld that the book proceeded {orth from
the mouth of a Jew; and when it proceeded forth
fromt he mouth of o Jew it coniained the plain-
ness of the gospel of the Lord, of whom the twelve
apostles bear record; cand they bear record ac-
cording to the truth which is in the Lamb of God:
wherefore these things go forth from the Jews in
purity unto the Gentiels, according fo the fruth
which is in God: And alter they go forth by the
hand of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, from
the Jews unto the Gentiles, thou seest the founda-
fion of a great and abominable church, which
is most abominable above dll other churches; for
behold they have igken away from the gospel of
the Lamb mony parts which are plain and most
precicus; and also many covenants of the Lord
have they ioken away.”

Now we begin to see the condition of that book
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which Nephi saw carried forth by those Gentiles who
went out of captivity. "For after many plain and prec-
ious parts of the gospel had been taken from it, along
with mony of the covenants of the Lord, how could
such a book be called the stick of Judah? For how
could a part of a stick, or of a book, of Judah, be put
with a whole stick or book of Joseph, and have them
run together and become ONE in the hand of the
Lord? or in the hands of the servemts of the Lord?
No, dear reader, it would have to be the whole stick
of Judah to be placed with the stick of Joseph (which
was made whole and complete) in order for them to
become ONE in the honds of God. Now we read the
words of Nephi, from verse 170;

“And all this have they done that they might
pervert the right ways of the Lord; that they might
blind the eyes and harden the hearis of the chil-
dren of men.”

And truly that book which Nephi saw corried forth
by those Gentiles has done that very thing as spoken
in this last verse,—yes, even to the hardening of the
hearts of some of the Restoration. But Nephi con-
tines:

"Wherefore thou seest that after the book hath
gone forth through the hands of the great cnd
abominable church that there are many plain
and precious things taken away from the book,
which is the bock of the Lamb of God; and after
these plain and precious things were taken away,
it goeth forth to all the nations of the Gentiles:
and after it goeth forth to «ll the nations of the
Geniles, yea, even across the many waters which
thou hast seen, with the Gentiles, which have
gone forth out of captivity; thou seest because
of the many plain and precious things which
have been taken out of the book, which were
plain to the understanding of the children of
men, according to the plainness which is in the
Lamb of God because of these things which are
taken away out of the gospel of the Lamb, an
exceeding great mony do stumble, veq, inso
much that Satan hath great power over them.”

I wonder if by trying to cling to a book that causes
the Gentile nations to stumble, it would not also couse
many of the Church of Christ to stumble in many ways
after the same manner that the Gentiles do? Even to
such on extent that they are not able to see the entire
fullness of the word of God, or of the gospel of Christ,
and even to blind them that they con not see nor un-
derstand the fullness of the law of the Kingdom of
Heaven. We will see, by continuing to read, that the
Lord did not even intend that the Gentiles were io re-
main in that awful state of blindness which the book
that Nephi saw carried forth among them caused them
to be in. Then if we of the Church of Christ will receive
and accept those same words that were to cause the
Gentiles to overcome their awful state of blindness,
then we, too, will be better able to see that light that
cometh of God more clearly. Let us again read from
verse 176:

"Nevertheless thou beholdest that the Gentiles
who have gone forth out of caplivity, and hva
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been lifted up by the power of God above dall
other nations upon the face of the land, which is
choice above dll other lands, which is the land
that the Lord God hath covenomted with thy fa-
ther that his seed should have for the land of
their inheritance, will not utterly destroy the mix-
ture of thy seed, which are among thy brethren:
neither will he suffer that the Gentiles shall de-
stroy the seed of thy brethren; neither will the
Lord God suffer that the Gentiles shall forever
remain in that owful state of blindness, which
thou beholdest they are in because of the plain
and most precious parts of the gospel of the Lamb
which have been kept back by that abominable
church, whose formation thou hast seen.”

Now let us stop and consider this statement that
Nephi has just made. We have seen before that the
Gentiles do stumble exceedingly, because of the plain
and most precious things which have been kept back
by that great and abominable church. But in this
verse 179 we find Nephi making the declaration that
God would not suffer them to remain in that awful
state of blindness. And if God was not going to let
them remain in that blindness, then surely, ot some
time, he would cause that those plain and precious
parts of the gospel of the Lamb should be restored unto
man, that they would have a chance to open their eyes
and accept of those very plain and precious parts of
the Gospel, even as the children of men did in ancient
times. We will find that Nephi speaks of this restora-
tion, as we continue to read:

"Wherefore, saith the Lamb of Ged, I will be
merciful unto the Gentiles, unio the visiting of the
remncnt of the house of Israel in great judgment.
eand it came to pass that the angel of the Lord
spake unto me, of the house of Israel, and this
remnant of whom I speak is the seed of thy fa-
ther; wherefore, after I have visited them in judg-
men, cnd smitten them by the hand of the Gen-
tiles; and ofter the Gentiles do stumble excecd-
ingly because of the most plain ond precious
parts of the gospel of the Lamb which has been
kept back, by that abominable church, which is
the mother of harlots, saith the Lamb, I will be
merciful unto the Gentiles in that day, insomuch
that T will bring forth unto them in mine own
power, much of my gospel, which shall be plain
and precious, saith the Lamb: for behold, saith
the Lamb, I will manifest myself unto thy seed,
and they shall write mony things which [ shall
minister unto them, which shall be plain and
precious; and after thy seed shall be destroyed
and dwindle in unbelief, and also the seed of
thy brethren; behold, these things shall be hid
up, to come forth unto the Gentiles by the gift
oand power of the Lamb; and in them shall be
written my gospel, saith the Lamb, and my rock
cand my salvation.”

"There,” some may say, "that is the means by
which God is going to restore those parts of the gos-
pel which were token away.” But let us lock at the
quotation more closely. It says that these things which
the seed of Nephi shell write shall be mav; ond that
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they shall be plain and precious, which is true. But it
does not say that they were those plain and precious
parts, which were taken away and held back by that
obominable church, which things were to be restored,
and which we will find by continuing to read. We will
omit the next three verses as they do not have any
direct bearing on the subject, and continue our reading
with verse 190:

“And it came to pass that I beheld the rem-
nant of the seed of my brethren, and also the
book of the Lamb of God, which had preceeded
forth from the mouth of a Jew, that it came forth
from the Gentiles, unto the remnant of the seed of
my brethren;

“And ofter it had come forth unto them, I be-
held other books which come forth by the power
of the Lamb, from the Gentiels unto them, unto the
convincing of the Gentiles, and the remnant of
the seed of my brethren, and also the Jews, who
were scattered upon dll the face of the earth, that
the records of the prophets and of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb are true.

We have here mentioned in the above and the book
or record which was carried forth by the Gentiles who
went out of coptivity, ond also we have the record
that was written by the seed of Nephi, which was to
come forth unto the Gentiles by the gift and power of
the Lamb of God. We know what these books are,
for they are the King James tramslation of the Bible,
oand the Book of Mormon. But what were these other
books which were to come forth by the power of the
Lamb, unto the Gentiles, that were to do such a great
work in convinéing the Gentiles and the Jews, and the
remnant of the seed of the brethren of Nephi, of the
truthfulness of the record of the twelve apostles? Cer-
tainly not the King James tramslation of the Bible, even
when connected with the Book of Mormon, as they
have been prominently used together for a hundred
and twenty-ive vears, and have failed to o great ex-
tent to do the work that Nephi said should be done.
Then what did Nephi mean when he said that he be-
held other books? To my mind there can be but one
onswer, and that is that he meant the Inspired Trons-
lation of the Bible, the Book of Commandments, cnd
the Doctrine and Covenants, which are all pro-
ducts of the Restoration. For let us remember that Ne-
phi beheld that there were other books; the word is
"hooks', in the plural, which of necessity means two
or more; which would meon other books than those ot
which he had been specking before; so that is why [
say that, if we will accept it those other bocks are the
Inspired Translation, the Book of Commaondments, and
the Doctrine cnd Covenomts. For they all contain the
precious things which pertain to the gospel of the
Lamb. Let us read on ond see what Nephi has to
say concerning these last records, verse 192:

"And the angel spoke unto me, saying, These
last records which thou hast seen among the
Centiles shall establish the truth of the first, which
are of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and shall
make known the plain and precious things which
have been token away from them;”
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Here the angel tells Nephi that these last books
which he saw, which were to come forth by the power
of the Lamb unto the Gentiles, were to establish the
truth of the first records that he saw. But that was not
dll they were to do. No, not by any means. For they
were to make known those things which had been
taken away. That is, they were to bring back or re-
store them, so that man would again have them. Now,
T ask, does the King James translation, combined with
the Book of Mormon, do that work? Again [ would say,
No, not in their fullness. But by toking the Book of
Mormon, and the Inspired Translation, with the Book
of Commandments and the Doctrine and Covenants,
we can find that which was taken out of the King
James translation by that great and abominable chur-
ch. But that was not all that these last records which
Nephi saw were to do. For in reading verses 193 to

<1j96' we will find the balance of the work they were to
o.

“And shall make known to all kindreds, tong-
ues and people, that the Lamb of God is the Son
of the Eternal Father, and the Savior of the world;
and that all men must come unio him or they
can not be saved; And they must come accord-
ing to the words which shall be established by
the mouth of the Lamb; ond the words of the
Lamb shall be made known in the records of thy
seed, as well as in the records of the twelve apos-
tles of the Lamb; wherefore they shall both be es-
tablished in one.

But that book which Nephi saw carried forth by
those Gentiles who came forth out of captivity, could
not possibly fill the bill, because of the fact that there
had been many of the plain and precious parts of the
gospel taken from it, which would only be the cause of
more stumbling, such as we see has truly happened
unto the Gentiles. And not alone to the Gentiles, but
also to the Restoration; for by looking at the history of
the Restoration, and the number of churches who make
the claim that they are teaching the restored gospel,
we ccn see that they do stumble exceedingly. Again,
lock af some of the false doctrines that are being
taught by some churches of the Restoration;

If the book which came through the hands of the
great cnd abominable church in combination with the
Rook of Mormon has caused such confusion, of which
the whole Restoration should utterly be ashamed, then
surely we should lock into the scripture fo see where
we have gotten off the path. Because if God intended
for that book and the Book of Mormon 1o be joined to-
gether, and become one in his hand, would it not have
brought unity and oneness of heart and mind of those
that loved the Lord, and were trying to serve Him and
keep His commandments?

But this is not ol there is to prove that there were
to be more than the Bible and the Book of Mormon
written, or that there were other records to come forth
in the last days. And so let us turn now to the 12th
chapter of II Nephi, reading from verses 62 to 75:

“And I do this that I may prove unio many,
that I am the same yesterday, today, and for-
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ever; cmd that 1 speak forth my words cccording
io mine own pleasure. And because that I have
spoken one word, ye need not suppose that I
con not speak another; for my work is not yet
finished; neither shall it be until the end of man;
neither from that time henceforth and for ever.

“Wherefore, because that ye have the Bible, ye
need not suppose that it contains all my words;
neither need ve suppose that I have not caused
more to be written: for I command all men, both
“in the east, and in the west, and in the north, and
in the south, and in the islonds of the seq, that
they shall write the words which I speck unto
them: for out of the books which shall be written,
I will judge the world, every man according to
their works, according to that which is written,
For behold, I shall speck unto the Jews, cnd they
shall write it and I shall also speck unto the
Nephites, and they shall write it; and I shall also
speak unto the other tribes of the house of Israel,
which I have led away, and they shadll write it;
end 1 shall also speck unto oll nations of the
earth, and they shall write it.”

So you see, we cannot say that we have a Bible
and o Book of Mormon, and that they contain all of
the words of God; for they do not contain all the words
of God that would help those who are earnestly seeking
to keep his commaendments, and endeavoring to bring
forth Zion in their warfare, that they might more clear-
ly see the path that the Master of men would have
them walk in.

Nephi also reminds us of what the Gentiles 'would
say concerning the Book of Mormon; how that they
would say, A Bible, a Bible, we have a Bible, and
there comnot be cmy more Bible” Oh, then, i we of
the Church of Christ shall say, "We have a Bible (even
though it has been mutilated and mony things taken
from it and a Book of Mormon, and they are suffi-
clent,” then are we not taking just the same stand as
the Centiles do on the word of God, who make the
cry as predicted by the Book of Mormon? which cous-
ed God to say: O fools, they shalll have a Bible; and
it shall proceed forth from the Jews, nine ancient cov-
encmt people. And what thank they the Jews for the
Bible which they received from them?"” And would he
not be justified in asking that of men of the Restoration,
who circumscribe ond limit him to that which is found
in the King James Bible and the Book of Mormon, cnd
say what we have is sufficient, and we want no more
of the word of God?

But let us lock further, omd see if we can find more
about other records that are to come forth, other than
the records contained in the Book of Mormon. So we
go now to the Book of Commandments, chapier 8,
verse 1, a revelation given to Oliver Cowdery in April,
1829, while he was acting as scribe for Joseph:

"Behold 1 say unto you, my son, that, becouse
vou did not tramslate according to that which you
desired of me, and did commence again to write
for my servemt Joseph, even so I would that you
should continue until vou have finished this rec-
ord, which I have infrusted unto you: and then
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behold, other records have I that I will give unto
vou power that vou may assist to translate.”

Now just what and where are those other records
that the Lord said he would give unio them, that Oliver
might be able to assist in the franslation thereof? Are
there any other records for which there is any claim
that they were tremslated by the gift and power of God,
other than the Inspired Tromslation. If so, I would like
o know who has them, and what they are called; for
I do not know of cny. Is not this and added wiiness
1o the words of Nephi, which we have just read, as he
truly prophesied of a time when God, in His wisdom,
would cause the Gentiles to bring forth other records,
too? that is, other records than the Book of Mormon?
Now let us turn to Book of Commandments 25:7.

“And thou shalt continue in cdalling upon God
in my name, and writing the things which shall
be given thee by the Comforter.”

What were the things they were to continue writ-
ing as given by the Comforter? Were they the words
of the Book of Mormon? No, since according to our
Church History, the Book of Mormon was completed
and in the hands of the printers by August of 1829, ond
was offered for sale March, 1830 (see Quiline History
of the Church of Christ, 3:27, 28); while chapter 25 was
given in July, 1830. Now let us turn to Book of Com-
mandments chopter 37: 21-22,

“"And a commandment I give unio thee, that
thou shalt write for him: ond the scriptures shall
be given even as they cre in mine own bosom,

to the salvaton of mine own elect.”
And again, Book of Commandments 39:1.

"Behold I say unto you, that it is not expedi-
ent in me that ye should translate cny more until
ve shall go to the Ohio; and this because of the
enemy and for your sakes.”

Are not these the words of God instructing his ser-
vants working ot the tromslation of some record, which
couldn’t possibly have been the Book of Mormon, as
that was already in print, and was on sale even be-
fore the Church was organized. It couldn't have been
the Book of Commandments since that had no need to
be tromslated, as it was given in a monner which we
could already read and understond. Then that lecves
only one record left, and that is the record of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb of God, as Nephi says.
The mcking known, or restoring of those things which
had been taken away by that great ond abominable
church; ves even that record which we know as the
Inspired Translation.

I know some will say, but Joseph was not io hove
any other gift but to tramslate the Book of Mormon, and
they will quote the Book of Commandments 4:2.

“And now, behold, this shall you say unio
him;—1I the Lord am God, and I have given these
things unto my servant Joseph, and I have com-
manded him that he should stend as a witness of
these things, nevertheless I have caused him that
he should enter into a covenomt with me, that he
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should not show them except I command him,
and he has no power over them except I grant it
unto him; ond he has a gift to tromslate the book,
and I have commanded him that he shall pretend
to no other gift, for I will grant him no other gift.”

But let us consider the ime and reason for the giv-
ing of that revelation. If we will now read the first
verse we wil find Martin Horris was asking for a sign
that Joseph really had the plates as he claimed; and
the Lord was trying to show the importance of getting
the translation finished, beccuse of the evil designs of
men who were frying to destroy the work., Also, it is
a fact that he was given other gifts, for we read in the
Book of Commandments 25:1:

“Behold thou wast called cnd chosen to write
the Book of Mormon, and to my minisiry.”

If being called and chosen to the ministry of God
is not a gift from God, pray tell me what it is, And he
was chosen to the minisiry, omd ordained before the
Book of Mormon was finished. And if we cccept the
declaration of some that he was only {o translaie the
Book of Mormon, cnd his work ended there, what then
becomes of our church organization? Was that not
brought about by the gift and power of God? So if the
position of some is to be the standord, then oll we have
in the Book of Mormon, with no man cuthorized to offi-
cigte in the ministry in any capacity, which would
leave us without priesthood of any kind, and without
authority from God for church orgonization.

Now furn to Book of Commandments 30:2, {o see
what it has to say:

“But behold, verily, verily, I say unto you, no
one shall be appointed to receive the commaond-
ments and revelations fo this church, excepting
my oervozm Joseph for he receiveth them seven as
Moses.”

SO we find that }oseph not only was given the giﬁ
o tremslate the Book of Mormon, -and-the gift of the
ministry, but that he was also o receive command-
ments and reveiatzops and to receive them even as
did Moses.

How did Moses receive the commandm@nts of the
Lord? He received them of God and wrote them unto
the house of Israel, even the ssed of Iaceb Then if
Joseph Smith was to receive commondments and rev-
elations in these last days, and io receive them even
as Moses, he was to receive them ¢t the hand of God,
and to write them to latterday Israel, to the Gentiles,
and to the remnont of the seed of Lehi. Thus he has
tulfilled the work which he was to do, in bringing forth
the Book of Mormon, the. Inspired Tromslation, the
Book of Commandments, and also parts of the Doctrine
and Covenants, in the which we con find the plain-
ness and the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, dlso
the fullness of the laws of the kingdom of heaven.
Therefare let us awake and shake. off the yoke of our
bondage, even the some bondage which the Gentiles
are under; arise in the sirength-of the Lord, move for-
ward, and seek o esiablish-the couse of Zion, that we
may be filled wath the glft and power of the Hoiy
Ghost.
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Y. P. C. l. NEWS

Independence, Missouri

April 18, the Young People met at the home of Sister
Caroline Hedrick cmd held regulor Thursday evening
study class, with Sister Jewell Welton in charge. Our
lesson for the evening was on Lehi's vision, taken from
I Nephi 2. Many opinions were expressed as to the
meaning of the vision.

Meeting again on April 25, we met at the church
with Sister Caroline Hedrick in charge. We continued
our study in the Book of Mormon, discussing again
Lehi's vision in I Nephi 2, and going chead with the
interpretation that was given to Nephi in his vision as
recorded in I Nephi 3.

- On May 2, we met at the church with Brother Mcr-
vin Case leading our study class. We digressed from
our regular course of study, and discussed the work-
ings of the devil in the world today, both in the old
and the new worlds.

Due to circumstances beyond our control, we were
forced to cancel our meeting on May 9.

The Young Pesople were quite pleased on May 18,
when we were able to hold a going away gettogether
for cur Brother Fernando Ojeda. We spent the even-
for our Brother Fernando Ojeda. Many of the brothers
and sisters from the local church attended. We spent
the evening singing ond visiting, enjoying also the re-
freshments of cake and punch. We feel that we gave
him « spiritual symbol of our friendship for himself
and his people.

The Young People also enjoy singing together. We

did this on May 23, when we met af the church.

Have vou ever been surprised? Brother Jim Whea-
ton was on May 30, at which ime we held a surprise
birthday party for him ot Sister Alice Reed's home.
Being guest of honor, his name had been printed on
the chocolate cake, which we dll enjoyed with the
punch.

June 6, we held a little different type of mesting
Going to the home of Brother Marvin Case, we ol en
joyed an educationad film titled "Our Mr., Sun.”

We ol hope that our aclivities each month are
pleasing in the sight of God. May we dll be praying
for our Young People everywhere, that we might be
led by His spirit.

Sister Margret Harris, Reporter

P

" A little more kindness and o little less greed,
A little more giving and « little less grief,

A little more smile and a little less frown,

A little less kicking when a man is down,

A little more "you’ and « little less "T",

A little more lough and « little less cry,

A few more flowers on the pathway of life,
And fewer on the grave at the end of life.

Anonymous
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FOR OUR CHILDREN
A STORY OF THE SHEPHERD'S PSALM

Not too long ago I was talking with a young man
whose father was an Apache Indian, and whose mo-
ther came from old Mexico, probably mostly Indian,
too. He had been raised as a shepherd boy in the
hills of New Mexico, and was planning to go back
again as a shepherd. He asked me if I knew the beau-
tiful poem from the Bible about shepherds. In his
church, he had not been encouraged to own and read
a Bible as you children are. I knew he was speaking
of the 23rd Psalm and I gave him a copy. He said he
was going to learn it so that all his life he would have
it with him in his heart. It is a good psalm for all of us
to lecrn, and I suppose many of you already know it

When I think of this boy, I wonder if perhaps his
ancestors were not among those people of Book of
Mormon times, who wondered about with their flocks.
Because so many of those people, and those we read
of in Bible lands were shepherds, many of our Bible
stories are about shepherds and sheep.

Once | read a story about the "Shepherd’s Psalm”
as told by a sheep herder who had come from the Bas-
que country in Spain. He explained what the psalm
means to him, and to others who care for sheep. He
says that every night the shepherd plans where the
sheep will graze the next day so they "shall not want.”
He plans that they will graze from about 3:30 in the
morning untl 10:00 A. M. Then he hopes to find «
place for them to rest, “lie down in green pastures,”
where they are content and will grow fat.

He knows sheep do not like to drink from swift flow-
ing streams. So he iries to lead them to drink “beside
the still weaters.” The shepherd seeks the best paths on
which to lead his sheep. Each sheep has his own
place in the grazing line, which he keeps all day. But
once each day, each sheep leaves his place in line
and comes to visit with his master, who rubs his ears,
speaks gently and kindly to him.

The Shadow of Death is a real place, It is a trail
about 41/, miles long, so narrow and treacherous that
for hundreds of years sheep have been the only an-
imals that could follow it. The walls of this valley are
sometimes 1500 feet high. There is a rule that sheep
will go up the valley in the mornings, down in the of-
ternoons, for there is no place for sheep to pass, or to
turn around. At a deep gully where sheep must cross
over, the shepherd is ready with his "rod and staff”
to help or lift a {allen shesp.

Besides choosing good pasture for his sheep, the
shepherd “prepares the table” for them, by going a-
head to dig out poisonous weeds. These he puts upon
piles of rocks which have been there for this purpose
for hundreds of years. When dry they will be burned.
Beccuse the shepherd is ever watchful, the sheep may
eat in “the presence of enemies”, harmful animals as
well as these deadly plant enemies.

One by one at night, as the sheep enter their fold,
they are carefully examined. The shepherd has a
large stone jor of water, and an earthen jar of olive oil.
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He checks each sheep for sores, stickers and cuts. He
“annoints with oil” the cuts and scratches. If a sheep
has a sore or dusty eyes, the shepherd dips a large
cup of water from the jar, brings it out “running over”,
so the sheep may dip his whole face into the cup and
be refreshed.

So we can know that Jesus, the Good Shepherd,
cares as lovingly for each of us. Just as the shepherd
knows the needs of his charges, and plans so wisely
for them, so Jesus knows our needs even before we call
on Him. And we may always be sure that the path
in which He leads us is the safe one, filled with every
good thing, if we will only follow in His steps.

Viola Hening

Byron Nathaniel Wentworth, of Bemidji, Minnesota,
and Hester Elizabeth Reed, of Independence, Missouri,
were united in the holy bonds of matrimony, May 15,
1957, at 8:00 P. M. The wedding tock place at the
home of Brother and Sister Spargo, beautifully sit-
uated on Three Island Lake, thirteen miles north of
Bemidji. The service was read by Apostle Leon A.
Gould; ond the bride and groom were attended by
George Reed and Lovita Wentworth., Children of the
bride, and both children and grandchildren of the
groom were present, as well as a good representation
of the Bemidji Local Church of Christ.

Rerfreshments were served after the ceremony, and
all enjoyed a good time together, The happy couple
set up housekeeping at the Wentworth Homestead, ac-
companied by the well-wishes of all who know them.
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INSTRUCTIONS IN ORDERING

Our quarterlies are not dated, but numbered, because thev
contain a regular course of study, and if the schools desire to make
this study, they should order the guarterlies according to number so
as to avail themselves of the entire course, so far as the study has
been extended up to the present time. None of the courses are, as
yet, complete.

Send ALL remittances for the Sunday School Association to:
CGeneral Sunday School Association Treasurer, Church of Christ
(Temple Lot), Box 472, Independence, Missourl.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Price Fach
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 1, Childhood of Jesus.....ccc...... 20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 2, Jesus' Ministry...ccco .20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 3, Jesus' Minisiry cont.._____.. .20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 4, Lifg of Jesus..oons 20
Tunior, Vol. 1, No. 1, Principles of the Gospel.......... .20
Junior, Vol. 1, No. 2, God's Revealments to
MANKINA oo eceeeeeeeneccmae e nns e e s .20
Junior, Vol. 1, No. 3, Fruits of the Spirit ... 20
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