Zion's Blovocate

"And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that deay, for they
shall have the gift and power of the Holy Ghost.'—I Nephi 3:187.

Humility

A heart filled with humility

Knows not the greatess of it's soul,
Because it does not yearn for fame,
Humbleness is it's goal.

A heart filled with humility

See’'s God's greatness everywhere,
In little shining stars at night

Or sun-beams in the air.

A heart filled with humility

Is sincerely true, and mild,

And walks each golden hour with God,
As trusting as a child.

The White-Robe of humility .

Is worn by the ones who gain
Self-Mastery, then gives their all
Upon the true Path-Lane.

(A heort filled with humility
Knows not the greatness of it's soul
Because it does not yvearn for fome,
Humbleness is it's godl).

By Grace Spring Lou.
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EDITORIAL
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Much can be said in connection with this subject, it
being nearly inexhaustible. We wish to speck of it in
terms of being a "kingdom’’, or a monarchial form of
government, and just what is mon's relationship to it.

A kingdom is ruled by a king, or monarch, and is
autocratic in nature; that is, the king rules with abso-
lute authority, delegating authority o others according
to his pleasure.

There are, of course, limited monarchies, such as
Great Britain, in which the monarch is little more than
a figurehead; But, we are not concerned with this type.
A kingdom is unworthy of consideration as such un-
less it is so in the fullest sense of the word.

Thus it is that the heavenly King demonds our “first
love”; the fullest obedience in dll things. He has es-
tablished laws by which man must comply to retain
that citizenship.

Now, where there is a law, there must also be o
punishment affixed, according to Alma 19:98-104. And
Paul said:

“For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,
and every transgresion and discbedience received o
just recompense of reward; how shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation; which ot first begon to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by
them that heard him.” Heb. 2:2-3.

The laws of the kingdom, or the words of God,
were indeed, first “spoken by the Lord”, and since,
have been enunciated by angsls, prophets, apostles,
elders, etc. In each case, they have spoken as the
properly constituted authority, so designated by the
gift end calling of Jesus Christ through the Holy Ghost.
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There are certain ones to whom Christ gave power
to "bind” or "loose” on earth, and it should be done
also in heaven. Matt. 16:19; 18.18). These were the
"disciples”, the "twelve” whom he has chosen; but it
is easily applicable to the whole eldership by reason
of their having power to bestow the Holy Ghost, ond to
do maony wonderful works through faith in Christ. See
Luke 9:1-8; 10:1-19.

By the cuthority given of God, men may point to
the "door” of entrance into the kingdom of God, and
lead their fellowman through. In so doing, the bonds
of sin are "loosened”, and the new citizen is hence-
forth free to pursue the path toward eternal life. He is
“"bound” unto the kingdom of God unless he then re-
turns from whence he came.

These thoughts are advanced ito emphasize the
fact that God calls and chooses men for the specific
purpose of proclaiming the kingdom, or gospel mes-
sage, and gives them proper credentials to implement
it. The are intrusted with the “keys of the kingdom".
Their responsibility is to execute the will of the King—
our heavenly Father; to minister in the ordincnces of
the kingdom.

The entire citizenry must vield obedience to the
divine mondates, but unto the officers, it is given to
expound, teach and regulate in the offairs of the king-
dom of God.

In oll this, however, the directing influence of the
Holy Spirit is of paramount importance. His official
function is as an intermediate contract between the
Father, the omnipotent King, ond his subjects—officers
and laity alike. Should the Holy Spirit cease entirely
to function as this contact, because of complete dis-
obedience, then would the kingdom cease to be
among that people.

There are perhaps several causes which could pro-
duce such disaster. Underlying all would be the de-
cline of faith until it became extinct.

"And now [ speak unto all the ends of the earth,
that if the day cometh that the power and gifts of God
shall be done away among vou, it shall be because
of unbelief. And woe be unto the children of men, if
this be the case; for there shall be none that dosth good
among you, no not one.” Moroni 10:18-19.

Lack of {aith, or unbelief, does not necessarily re-
flect atheilsm—unbelief that God exists—but more of-
ten, it signifies unwillingness to trust in His word. It is

indicated, even more so, by "'private interpretation’’ of
sometimes obscure, or isclated passages of scripture,
and to the exclusion from consideration of other pass-
ages bearing upon o given subject.

Unbelief in the kingdom of God is characterized by
disregard of divine commandment, either before or of-
ter entrance into the kingdom. Futhermore, unbelsif
may be in connection with the "constitutional laws” as
set forth in the scriptures, or, in connection with sup-
plemental laws emanating from God, as revealed by
the Holy Spiirt through His servants, the apostles and
prophets.
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The kingdom of God on earth, which is Christ's
Church, will suffer loss, and possbile destruction when:

.. grievous wolves enter in among you, not spar-
ing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise,
specking perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them.” Acts 20:29-30.

These may be false apostles, lalse prophets, false
elders, priests, etc. However, the fact that there may
be those of the officers at varicmes with others, does
not necessarily brand one or the other as being "false.”

Men may differ in opinions, for still “we see through
o glass darkly”, but if they contend, caring more for
the establishment of personal beliel and self than for
the members of th kingdom of God, they are they who
care in danger of rejection by God as "ialse shep-
herds'’; as "unprofitable servants.”

The King will reject and "shall gather out of his
kingdom all things that offend, cnd them which do
inigquity.” (Matt. 13:41; 24:48-51).

Truly, by His Spirit, we may discern the good from
the evil "by their fruits” which they bear, but beware
lest we have not that Spirit and “call evil good, and
good evil; that put dorkness for light, and light for
darkness.” 11 Nephi 8:90),

Beware, lest we reject what God has done, thinking
we are doing service o Him!

“And God hath set some in the church, first apos-
tles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers,” etc. 1 Cor.
12:28.

Now, if the Apostle Paul knew what he was talking
about in saying that God set in the church first, apos-
tles, then the Lord must have intended the aposiolic
office to be of first importonce in establishing the of-
fairs of the kingdom of God upon the earth.

It does not appear to be mere circumstance that the
office of apostles is again listed first, in the fourth chap-
ter of Ephesians, verse eleven; and considering the
purpose for which the several offices have been estab-
lished, viz, "for the perlecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifving of the body of
Chrigt” (verse 12),it would seem that we ought to give
heed 1o the counsels cnd provisions of God in just the
measure He has intended.

The laws commondments and constitutional order
of the kingdom is of God, and not of man. These can-
not be changed. Rebellion against God's order is
heresy and cnarchy, which is confusion and lawless-
ness. Nevertheless, as in the case of Israel when they
demanded of Scamuel the prophet, that he should op-
point a king unto them instead of judges, the Lord per-
mits men to have thelr way, but to their scrrow.

" And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unio the
voice of the people in all that they say unto thee; for
they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me,
that 1 should not reign over them.” 1 Sam. 8:7.

Thus it i that “the voice of the people” is some-
times conirary to the will of God. For this reason, He
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has made no provision, in all the written word of God,
for self-government, or democratic procescses, except
in g very limited sense,

Not one officer of the kingdom of God is given re-
sponsibility by popular election, but he must be "called
of God as was Aaron.” True it is, that the "voice of
the people” is permitted s to whether they will re-

ceive his ministry, but such determination
makes nor invalidates him as o servant of God.

neither

The whole church may take o stand on points of
doctrine; it may be true, false, or partially so, but it
changes the laws ond commandments and provisions
of God not a whit!

Should we bind ourselves to anything conirary to
the Spirit of the Gospel law, we are bound indeed,
and 1o that extent, farther from the kingdom of God.

Just cnother thought relative to "the voice of the
people’ as it affects the church; read every reference
available in the Book of Mormon, in this connection,
and you will see it pertains to civil governmental of-
fairs, and not the church ot all.

The “voice of the people” should be heard, but let
it be within safe limits, being mindful of possible tam-
pering with organic laws of God.

“The law of the Lord is periect, converting the soul:
the testimony of the Lord is sure, moking wise the
simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing
the heart: the commomdment of the Lord is pure, en-
lightening the eves. The fear of the Lord is clean, en-
during forever: the judgments of the Lord are true and
rightecus altogether. More to be desired are they thom
God, vea, than much fine gold; sweeter also thon
honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy
servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great
reward.” Psalm 19:7-11.

Williom A. Sheldon

>

YE ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

A gentleman on the radio was telling the public
cabout his company's product. He said, "We have
many competitors in the paint monufacturing business
who tell us of the wonderful formulas which have been
discoverad for making good paint. They go on io tell
us of laboraiory resecrch and the knowledge of their
chemists in preparing these formulas.” Then this gen-
tleman said, "Lodies ond gentlemen, our compony
not only has these formulas for making paint, but we
use them. And becouse we use them, we sell the best
paint in the world.”

I would not like to say that churches are competitors
with each other, but here is o thought: i any Christion
minister would stand before his congregadion and read,
Vo are the salt of the earth; but if the salt have lost
his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? ... ... Ye are
the light of the world”, most all of the members cf his
church would apply that reading to mean themselves
or their ministers, af least as part of that salt that shall
preserve and save, and o part of that "light of the
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world.” Some might think that these verses apply only
to their own church members and their own minister.
What do you think?

Ministers toke some of the word of God from the
Bible and put it through their laboratories of research,
and come forth with their conception of God's formula
for saving souls. By way of comparison, we spoke, a
moment ago, about the wonderful formulas for moking
paint.  Shall we think now about a wonderful formula
for saving souls and making soints.

We, of the Church of Christ, believe we have the
formula for Christion living, That formula is the teach-
ings of Christ, His Gospel. Each of us should know
that we must use this formula for the perfecting of our
own souls belore we try to hard o moke saints of
others. Some scripture indicates that it is very don-
gercus to have the right formula if we do not use it
"He that knoweth the will of the Master and doeth it
not, shall be beaten with many stripes.”

If we then, as Christians, believe with <l our hearts
that we know some of what God requires of us, and
that He has given to us the right formula to become
the salt of the earth, should we not then deeply con-
sider the following verse:

"To whom much is given, much is required.”

Joseph E. Yates

.
e o

A LETTER
March 16, 1957

Dear Advocate Readers:

I have been reading my Advocate, and have been
much troubled, of course, by the things which have
come up in the church. By the time this letter will be
printed, conference will have come and gone. I do
pray all these differences of opinion will hove been
straightened oul, and that we, as a people, will be
humble and do His will, for as Jesus said, "Not my
will, but thine, be done.”

When I became a member, [ was a young married
woman. Belore that time, I had visited and listened
to ministers of many different faiths ond opinions on
docirinal points.  But, where I liked the people, the
doctrine was not what I thought it should be. There
was always o question on one thing or another.

My faith has aolways been, "If any of vou lack wis-
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liber-
ally, and upbraideth not; cnd it shall be given him.”
That has always meoant so much to me, for when He
said, "o all men”, He meant even me. [ have token
Him at His word.

Isn't it a wonderful thing; though oll may fail vou,
He never will. Heaven ond earth may pass away, but
His word will never pass away. [ wish I could express
my feelings when I think of these things. It is such o
wonderful feeling that it makes tears run down my
cheeks. In this world of turmoil and pain, only He
has the right answer that we can wholly believe and
frust.
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As it is written in Romans 15:4: "For whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our learn-
ing, that we through patience ond comfort of the Scrip-
tures might have hope.” Yes, these things were writ-
ten for you and I, that we would not have to lean upon
the arm of flesh.

I know there is quite a conflict of opinions in our
membership; we would have to be blind not to see
it.  But, we must remember; we are living in the
time of the end, and the old devil is o busy chap.
He has not much time left. What better method could
he use to destroy the work of the Master than to do as
he did in days of old: to work from within the church,
not from without.

Remember this: "Also of your ownselves shall men
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw caway disciples
after them.” Could they have been drawn if they had
known the true soyings, and not depended upon the
arm of flesh? No, for they would have known who was
speaking perverse things, and who was not. They
would not have been divided or scattered to the four
winds, but would have been as they were in the be-
ginning, "one in Christ Jesus.” We know that is not
what happened; they did depend on the arm of flesh,
and were divided. So the pattern has not chonged.
The old devil succeeded so well before, he is using the
same method again today. He is going to work from
within. I hope we will remember that the Lord said,
“I will try the faith of my peopls.”

I have faith that our apostles will do as the apostles
of old did. "Even so hath the Lord ordained that they
which preach the gospel should live of the gospel . . .
For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory
of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me,
if I preach not the gospell . .. What is my reward then?
Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may make the
gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my
power in the gospel . . . But I keep under my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when [
have preached to others, I myself should be a casto-
way.” Spoken by the Apostle Paul.

We are no different today than the church was back
in the New Testament times. In Acts 15, it tells us how
the apostles were called together on the docirine of
circumcision, when it was troubling the church; and it
was straightened out. 1 have faith that our apostles,
with the directing influence of the Spirit of God, will
also straighten out the difference of opinion that is
troubling us now.

"For ve see vour calling, brethren, how that not
macny wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called” . . . and so it is written: 1
have fed you with milk, and not with meat; for hither-
to ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye
able. For yve are vet carnal: for whereas thers is
among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ve
not carnal, and walk as men? For while one saith, 1
am of Paul; ond another, I am of Apollos; are ve not
carnal?  Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but
ministers by whom ve believed, even as the Lord gave
to every mon? I have planted, Apollos watered; but
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God gave the increase. So then neither is he that
planteth anvything, neither he that watersth; but God
that giveth the increase. Now he that plantsth and he
that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his
own reward according to his labour.”

It would be well for all of us to read this whole
third chapter of I Corinthians, for it is indeed o mirror
reflecting back ot us today. Certainly we all must fast
end pray that the Lord moy lead us through, as He
has promised us, that his gospel would never again be
taken from this earth.

If we, as a people, want to enjoy this gospel, we
have to know what it is, and search the scriptures.
We must be humble and faithful to the truth, of all
cost, for only the truth can make you free. We should
meet together as often as possible in fasting and in
prayer, for where two or more are gathered together in
one, Christ will also be in their midst. For, "Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him." If we love Him, more thon man,
we will do these things.

In closing, these words come to me again: "The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he
will shew them his covenant.” "I will hear what God
the Lord will speak: for he will speak peace unto his
people, and to his scaints: but let them not turn again
to folly.”

I pray that the Lord’s blessings will be with each
and everyone of you people wherever you may be.

Your Sister,

Verna Jones

>

IS THERE CONTENTION AMONG US?

According to my New College Standard Dictionary
by Funk and Wagnall, contention means conflict, strug-
gle or dispute. Altercation, feud, and quarrel are syn-
onyms. Quarrell Disputel Feud! You mean this
exists in our “so-called” Christion nation? Do these
things go on within our church, community, and home?

The disputes that result in “backbiting” and vaor-
ious other forms of malicious living, making me utter-
ly miserable and I am afraid oo many pecple are
affected just the opposite. Do you enjoy hearing one
neighbor take o "dig” at the other, or do you feel vou
are in the "know’ when vou hear a tale about on as-
sociate?

When Jesus was speaking to the Nephites he said,
"For werily, verily I say unto you, He that hath the
spirit of contention, is not of me, but is of the devil,
who is the father of contention, cmd he stirreth up the
hearts of men to contend with anger one with another;
behold, this is not my doctrine, to stir up the hearis of
men with anger one against another; but this is my
doctrine, that such things should be done awoay.”
(Nephi 5:30-31).

I have olten wondered what couses people to get

into disputes wtih one another. Most of the time some-
one says or does something to make us angry. What
triggers that emotion? Sometimes when people say
something we know is irue, we are so mad! Why?
Could it be pride? Does the truth hurt? Maybe some-
one has said on untruth. Now, we are really "up in
the air.” Is that pride, t0o? "'Only by pride cometh
contention: but with the well advised is wisdom.”
(Proverbs 13:10).

Contention within the home is bad. It helps io
create insecurity for our children. We'll oll agree it
is not a desirable envircnment. Sometimes mothers
are most guilty of these conditions. Not only is it not
conducive to a good home for our children, but for
husbands it is undesirable. Some call it "nagging.”
Are you a "nagging”’ wife and mother? A {oolish
son is the calamity of his father: and the contention of
a wile are a continual dropping.” (Proverbs 19:13).
"t is better to dwell in the wilderness, than with a con-
tentious and an oangry woman.” (Proverbs 21:22.)

Do vou find contention in vour community? 1 do.
If we could but put aside this one evil, what a far better
place our world would be. Do you suppose my friends
think I am free of cantention? What kind of example
am I?

Now, what about within the church? Do vou al-
ways say things about your neighbors or friends that
vou would not care for them to hear? When vou an-
swer in defense of something vou fesl quite strongly
about, do you speak in control of your emotions, with
an open mind (or in the sight of God vou could be
wrong); do you use tact, and are you diplomatic?
Lack of the above-mentioned almost always leads to
contention and quarrels.

If you feel you are o conientious person, ond I
suspect we all are some of the time, ask your Father
in Heaven to help you overcome this evil. How happy
we would all be if we could rid ourselves of itl

Alzada Massey
Goodwell, Oklahoma

OPPOSITE FORCES

Now, sald my Angel, I leave you;
So, whispered the Devil, I come,

And thus I stood discouraged —
Dark clouds had covered my sun.

Through life I have always found it,
No matter, wherever we go,

Two forces are always working,
One from above, the other below.

In lile we are ever moving,

Either forward or backward we go;
My Angel is urging me forword,

But the Devils awake down below.

So let us not drift with the current,
But pull with our oangel upsiream;
For if we shall stop, then the eddy
Drags us back, and shatters our dream.

By Marshall T. Jamison
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THE UNPARDONABLE SIN

"If omy man see his brother sin a sin which is not
unto deaih, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for
them that sin not unto decth. There is a sin unto death:
1 do not say that he shall pray i, All unrightecusness

is gin: and there is o sin not unto death.” I John 5:16-17.

"Wherefore [ say unto vou, All monner of gin and
blasphemy shall be lorgiven unto men; but the blas-
phemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven
unto men. And whososver specketh o word against
the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoso-
ever cpecketh agoinst the Holy Ghost, it shall not be
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world
to come.” Matt. 12:31-32.

"Verily, I say unto vou, All sins shall be forgiven
unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewithso-
ever they shall blospheme: But he that shall blas-
pheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness,
but is in danger of elernal damnation.” Mark 3:28-Z9.

" And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son
of man, it shall be forgiven him; but unto him that
blasphemeth ogainst the Holy Ghost it shall not be
forgiven.” Luke 12:1C.

"While 1 waos with them in the world, 1 kept them
in thy name: nose that thou gavest me 1 have kept,
and none of Liem is lost, but the son of perdition; that
the scriptures might be fulfilled.” John 17:12.

“For it is impossible for those who were once en-
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gilt, and
were made pariakers of the Holy Ghost, and have
tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the
world to come, if they shall fall.away, to renew them
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to them-
selves the Son of God afresh and put him to an open
shame.” Hebrews 6:4-6.

“"For if we sin willully afier we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sac-
rifice for sins.” Hebrews 10:26.

“For behold, if ve deny the Holy Ghost when it once
has had place in vou, and ve know that ve denv it;
behold this is a sin which is unpardonable.” Alma
19:8.

It would seem that all of these texts are sell-explan-
atory, yet, in order to get the full meaning, it is neces-
sary for us to examine carefully the office-work of the
Holy Ghost, and so determine what it means to act-
uclly sin against the Holy Ghost, ond also WHO are
the ones indicated in these Scriptures that are thus
able to commit this unpardonable sin.

In the first place, What is the Holy Ghost, and what
is its relationship o monkind, and to God, and his Son
Jesus Christ? In scripture, the Holy Ghost is spoken of
as the third person in the Trinity. He is also the Com-
forter that Jesus promised io send to earth when He
went away. [t is indicated that the work of the Holy
Ghost is two-old; first, it is that influence from God
that entices ond leads men to do right and to come {o
understond God: “"Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide vou into oll truth: for he
shall not speck of himself: but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he spedk: and he will show you things
io come. He shall glofify me: for he shall receive of
mine, and shall show it unto vou. All things that the
Father hath ore mine: therefore said 1, thot he shall
take of mine, and shall shew it unto vou." John 16:18-
15.

“"These things have [ spoken unic you, being yet
present with you. But the Comiorter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my noame, he
shall teach vou cll things, and bring oll things to your
remembrance, whatsosver [ have said unto yvou.” John
14:25-28.

Thus, in addition to being the power of God from on
high, to lead and direct, the Holy Ghost may become,
to each individual who has been baptized into Christ,
on abiding Comforter. In enumerating the inifiatory
principles of the gospel, the Apostle Paul, in Hebrews
6:1-2, gives us six such principles, 1. e., Faith Repent-
cnee, Baptism, Layving on of Hands, Resurrection from
the Dead, cnd Eternal Judgment. Each of these princt-
ples are fundamentally a part of the Gospel and each
fill o definite place and purpose in the plan of salva-
tion that Christ gave his life on the cross to make sifec-
tive for man’s final destiny.

Concerning the fourth principle, The Laving on of
Honds, wet find thet it was designed to be an or-
dinance in the process of man becoming a child of
God and a citizen in the kingdom of God. So we read:
"Now when the apostles which were ot Jerusalem
heard that Sameoria had received the word of God, they
sent unto them Peter and John: who, when they were
come down, prayed for them, that they might receive
the Holy Ghost: )or as vet he was fallen upon none of
them; only they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus). Then laid they their hands on them and they
received the Holy Ghost. And when Simon sow that
through layving on the apostles’ hands the Holy Ghost
was given, he offered them monev, saving, Give me
also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he
may receive the Holy Ghost. Acts 8:14-10.

"And it come 1o pass, that while Apolles was at
Corinth, Paul having passed through the uppser coasts
come to Ephesus; oand finding certain disciples, he
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said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since
ve believed- And thev said unto him, We have not so
much as hecrd whether there be any Holy Ghost.
And he said unto them, Unto what then were yve bap-
tized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said
Pcrul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repent-
ance, saying unto the people, that they should believe
on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ
Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid
his honds upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them;
and they spoke with tongues, and prophesied. And
all the men were about twelve.” Acts 19:1-7.

The results of thus becoming citizens in the king-
dom of God, by complying with the requiremenis of en-
trance, is given in a promise of the Master himself,
wherein he says: "And [ will pray the Father, and he
shall give you cnother Comforter, THAT HE MAY
ABIDE WITH YOU FOREVER; even the spirit of truth;
WHOM THE WORLD CANNOT RECEIVE, BECAUSE
IT SEETH HIM NOT, NEITHER KNOWETH HIM: but
ve know him; FOR HE DWELLETH WITH YOU, AND
SHALL BE IN YOU.” John 14:16-17. (Emphasis mine,
B.CF) Again: "For as many was care led by the
Spirit of God, THEY ARE THE SONS OF GOD.” Rom-
ans 8:14. (Emphasis mine, B.C.F.)

Now we are beginning to see why a sin agoainst
the tHoly Ghost is an unpardonable sin, because it is
now clear WHO IT IS THAT CAN commit this sin. It
is only those who have been baptized into Christ and
have become members of the Church of Christ, or are
citizens of the Kingdom of God, who could possibly sin
against the Holy Ghost, because no one could sin
against something that they never had. Christ has said,
as indicated, that the world cannot do so, because,
"Whom the world connot receive because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him.” And we may add right
here, that since the above is true, no one but members
of the Church of Christ, and have had the new birth of
wcter and the Spirit, are in any way subject to the
“second death,” or the lake of fire and brimstone, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels; but more on that
later.

Paul tells us in Galations 3:27: "For as many of as
have been baptized inie Christ have put on Christ.”
Then Peter tells us; "For Christ alsc hath ONCE sul-
fered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring
us —io God, being put to death in the flesh but quick-
ened by the Spirit:” 1. Peter 3:18. (Emphasis mine
B. C. F). So, having been baptized INTO Christ, and
having "'put on Christ,” we bscome citizens of the king-
dom of Christ after we have been sedaled, his, by the
reception of the Holy Ghost. Hence, we NOW receive
the will of cdoption as sons; "But when the fullness of
the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of o
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were
under the law, that we might recsive the adoption of
sons. And because ve are song, God hath sent forth
the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, cryving, Ab-ba-
Father. Wherslore thou art no more a servant, but a
son; and if a son, then on heir of God through Christ.
Howbeit then, when ve knew not God, ye did service
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unto them which by nature are no gods. Bul now,
after that ve have known God, or rather are known of
God, how turn ve again to the weak and beggarly
elements, whereunio ye desire AGAIN io be in bon-
dage?” Galations 4:4-9. (Emphasis mine, B. C. I
From the above, we can see what Poul mecns when
he gives this warming; "For it is impossible for those
who wsre once enlightened, and have iasted of the
heavenly gift, cnd were made porickers of the Holy
Ghost, and have tasted the good word of Ged, and the
powers of the world to coms, if they shall fall away, to
renew them again unio repentance; seeing they cru-
cify to themselves the Son of God afresh and put him
to an open shame.” Hebrews 6:4-6.

So, when we become the sons of God, heirs with
Christ, we are then in the lomily of God, and to disin-
herit ourselves by going back on the whole thing and
denvying our sonship, we DO, then, place ourselves
outside, and having ONCE put on Christ, end having
ONCE ACCEPTED of the offering of his precious blood,
and HE having ONLY ONCE suffered for sin, we can
then have absolutely no claim on Christ, but DO cru-
cify him to ocurselves afresh, and become sons of per-
dition, and have committed the unpardonable sin, and
in this we become angels of the devil: "And it shall
come io pass, that when oll men shall have possed
from this first death unio life, insomuch as they have
become immortal, they must appsar before the judge-
ment seat of the Holy One of Israel; And then cometh
the judgment; and then thev must be judged accord-
ing to the holy judgement of God. And assuredly, as
the Lord liveth, for the Lord God hath spoken it, and it
is eternal word, which cannot pass away, that they
who are rightecus shall be rightecus still, and they
who are filthy shall be filthy still: Wherefore, they who
are filthy are the devil and his angels; And they shall
go away inio everlasting fire, prepared FOR THEM;
ond their torment is as a lake of fire and brimstone,
whose flames ascendeth up fur ever and ever.” 2
Nephi 6:36-40, (Emphasis mine, B. C. F.)

“And the sea gave up the dead which were in if;
and decth cnd hell delivered up the dead which were
in them; and they were judged every man according
to their works. And death and hell were cast inio the
lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire.” Revelations 20:13-15.

It will be noted from the above scriptures, especi-
ally from that found in the Book of Mormon, that in
every instomce, this —waorning of an eternal hell, is
addressed to those who were members of the church,
or those who were enjoving their day of probation in
this mortal life, hence has no bearing whatscever, on
the humon race as o whole. This is true of the writ-
ings of Alma, Mosiah, Nephi, Moroni and «ll others
who speck of the final destiny of man. Just on ex-
ample or two. The 19th chapter of Alma is given over
exclusively o Alma's concept of the heredfter, cnd ot
the very first of this chapter, we find him addressing
himself not only io those in the church, but to his own
son, Corianton, in particular. This son is not only o
member of the church, but g member of the priesthood
as well, and he has become so filled with sin that Alma
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Is fearful of him eventually committing the unpardon-
able sin, as notice the 7th and 8th verses: "Know Ve
not, my son, that these things are an abomination in
the sight of the Lord; vea, most abominable above all
sins, save it be the shedding of innocent blood, or DE-
NYING THE HOLY GHOST? For behold, if ve deny
the Holy Ghost WHEN IT ONCE HAS HAD PLACE IN
YOU, AND YE KNOW THAT YE DENY IT: behold this
is a sin which is unpardonable;” (Emphasis mine, B.

C. T

Again; "And now, my brethren, [ would that ofter
ye have received so many witnesses, seeing that the
holy scriptures testify of these things, come forth ond
bring fruit unto repentance; Yea, I would that ye would
come forth and harden not your hearts ony longer;
for behold, now is the time, and the day of your sal-
vation; ond thersiore, if ve will repent and harden not
your hecarts, immediately shall the great plan of re-
demption be brought about unto you. For behold, this
life is the time for men to prepare o meet God:
yea, behold, the day of this life is the day for men to
perform their lobors.” Alma 16:226-228. Then ofter
more warning that these, his brethren, were NOW un-
der gospel law, and in THEIR day of probation, he
proves oll I have said, in the 233rd, and 234th verses
where he warns them thus: "For behold, IF YE have
procrastinated the day of your repentance, even until
death, behold yve have become subjected to the Spirit
of the devil, and he doth seal you his; ’

{continued on page 94)
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“WHAT CONSTITUTES BEING A CHRISTIAN”
By Elder R. R. Robertson

Webster says Christ' m is a "professor of the reli-
gion of Christ.”

But being « professor of the religion of Christ, and
at the same time failing to practice the principles in-
volved therein, would be like a professor of medicine
who would decline to practice, or draw from the siore
house, and would not write « prescription, or secure
the medicine, and dose it out to the patient, or even
apply his knowledge in behalf of himself, though he
was sick. He would be down right stupid.

This sort of indifference and behavior would by no
meons constitute his being o physicion in the true
sense of the term.

I need not tell you that we have altogether ioo
many Christians, so called, who go through this earth
life in this same atmosphere of stupidity and indiffer-
ence.

The Master spoke in no unceriain terms to this kind
of people; these are they who obstruct the entremee in-
to the galeway of heaver.,

"Woe unto you, . . . for ye shut up the kingdom
of heaven against men; for ve neither go in yourselves,
neither suffer ve them that are entering to go in.” Mai-
thew 23:10.

"Not every one that saith Lord Lord shall enter into
the kingdom of heaven, but he that dosth the will of
my Father who is in heaven.”

Doing the will of God constitules being o Chris-
tion in very deed, keeping the spiritual low of Christ,
created unto good works whereunto vou are called.
"The law of the Lord is perfect converting the soul.”
Psalms 19:7.

To be a Christion, one must be o doer of the word
and not a hearsr only; deceiving one’s own self.
James 1:22. To be a Christian, one must be in rapport
with God, and keep himself unspotied from the vices of
the world.

Christ says: “Behold I stand ot the door and knock;
if any maon hear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and will sup with him, cnd he with
me.”

"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me
in my throne, even as I also overcame and am set
down with my Father in his throne.” Revelation 3:20-
21.

To be a Christion, one must overcome evil with
good, not becoming discouraged, and lose the hope,
love and confidence which came into the heart in the
beginning of the spiritual crection, the new birth in
Christ Jesus.

Altogether too many newly born children of God
bscome discouraged, and let perish the first love ex-
perienced upon entering into o the kingdom of God;
when this condition takes place, they then close the
door of their hearts, as it were, seemingly thinking all
is lost.

But behold, it is of the door of the hearts of these
little ones that Christ stands cnd knocks; so to be a
Christion and live and reign wiih him, they, must, of
necessity, hear his voice, and in the humility of their
souls open wide the door of their hearts, that he may
come in and sup with them and they with him; other-
wise there is no hope.

“"But Christ as o Son over his own house; whose
house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. For we are
made partakers of Christ i we hold the beginning of
our confidence steadiast unto the end. " Hebrew 3:6-
14.

To be Christian, obedience, rightecusness, and holi-
ness are indispensable.

I herewith submit the following Scriptural refer-
ences for your convenience, and consideration.

Psa. 25:10.  All the paths of the Lord are mercy and
truth unto such as keep his covenont cnd his testi-
monies.

Prov. 19:16. He that keepeth the commandment
keepeth his own soul; but he that despiseth his ways
shall die.

Matt, 6:24. No man can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one, and love the other: or slse

o
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the Restoration that we as o church have loved through
the vears. These songs, Roger and Fernando had
tcught them. That night I talked to them in one of
their homes, and dafter the service was over, the chil-
dren and the older folks spent over two hours singing
gospel songs. At one o'clock in the morning, we re-
tired for the night.

The next day we had to go back to Ticul, but before
we left, due to so many requests, that we come again
soon, we promised that we would return to Kopte the
next week. We did return, ond what a wonderful ex-
perience we had. As there was no electricity in the
town of Kopte, our friends, there, had made arrange-
menis for a portable power plant. This we set up in
the street, and in the evening, as the shades of night
begomn to darken the sky, our loved people of the Maya,
both old and young, begaon to sing over o loud speak-
er system. Again we heard the gospel songs of the
Restoration. As their sweet voices began to filll the
night with the melody of song, the natives began to
come from all directions. Before long there were per-
haps three hundred people present.

At this point, we began to show slides on a screen.
These slides were pictures depicting the story of the
Book of Mormon. As we showed this beaqutiful story
in picture form, Fernando told them the story in their
own native tongue. As I watched this great body of
people, and observed the quiet interested mocmner in
which they listened, I was given to know that the
power of God was indeed present, and was ot that
very moment convincing many of them of His greai
power and of the truthfulness of this immortal story
of Christ among their forefathers.

After the pictires, no one seemed to want to go
home, so they song more songs. One of the songs I
remember so well was "The Old Old Path.” How
beautiful was that song as it came from the lips and
the hearts of these friends whom I have learned to
love so dearly. How much more beautiful it became
as I began {o realize that because of their great hunger
and thirst after righteousness, we were being permit-
ted to sing and walk in the old old path with the angels
near.

By request, Frances, Fernando, and 1 sang a song
or two; still they did not want to go home. Fernondo
then opened the Book of Mormon and began io read
to them. As he read, two young Maya boys stepped
up ond began to play siringed instruments very quist-
ly. I have never heard a more beautiful musical read-
ing in oll my life. He read for perhaps twenty minutes,
and all the while the quiet music could be heard in
the background.

Yes, that was a night to be remembered. 1 am sure
I shall never forget it. Qur service did not end until
the portable power plant rom out of gos. This was one-
thirty in the morning. Even after this, the people seem-
ed to be reluciant to go home. It was almost two
o'clock before oll had gone.

At three o'clock in the morning we were given o
native house to sleep in. Qur beds were the native
hommocks. These were unusual beds for us, but on
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this night I think either of us would have slept on o
bed of stones. Our bodies were tired almost beyond
human endurance, but our minds and hearts were
filled with that peace and joy that was promised by
the Master when he said, “But the Comforter, which is
the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach vou all things, and bring oll
things to your remembrance, whatscever I have soid
unto you. Peace [ leave with vou, my peace ! give
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto vou.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”

We were in a strange land; in o dangerous land.
There were those close by who would desire to do us
harm-—even o the taking of our lives—vet we did fear
no evil, for we had felt the power of God. We had
seen it demonstrated in the warmth ond in the love
with which these people had accepted us into their
hearts. The Comforter which is the Holy Ghost had
brought to our remembronce the great love of ,God
for those who will serve him, and our he
filled with that peace which is not given to th

The next morning, three asked for bagh
tock two cars, ond in these we were ab
twenty-three people to the baptismal servic

e
place they picked for the service was most becutiful.
It was a small sandy island about two hundred yards

out in the ocecm. It is called the Island of Rirds.
We had to wade from the mainland out to the island,
and there in this beautiful place our three friends end’
tered the water lor the remission of their sins in the
exact manner in which the Master was baptized in

the river Jordan as he set the example for all mem-
kind.

That night we held a prayer service in one of their
homes. I have never attended o more spiritual ser-
vice. The new members tock part, and also many of
the other people took part in prayer and testimony as
though they were already membersgiof the church.
Let me tell you, they were not prayingifo be heard of
men, but they were pouring out their hearts to God.

We made one more trip to this little town of Kopte
before we leff Yucatan, and happy was the occasion,
for the power of God had been at work, and four more
had listened to that still small voice that specks to the
souls of men. These were anxiously waiting for the
opportunity to enter the Kingdom by the proper door.

All in dll, we baptized seven in the little town of
Kopte. Where there had been cne member of the
Kingdom, now there were eight. So grows the King-
dom of God; here a little and there o litile, until one
day the glory of God shall fill the earth. We do not
claim the credit for the winning of these souls to Christ.
We simply say that Roger Con, the yvoung man who
was shown in a vision that he had o work to do, has
done and is doing that work well. He has planied the
seed; Fernando has watered the plent, and the Lord
has given the increase. Yes, the Lord is working in
marvelous waoys his wonders to perform.

We had many other wonderful experiences while
in Yucaton. As I reach back into my memory, I fesl
again the joy and hapiness that was ours as we fook
others to the sea for baptism, two from Dzon and one
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from Ticul. Then there was the happy occasion when  others, there, waiting to go. We only had one car, but,

we united two in the holy bonds of matrimony.

I always feel a spiritual uplift when [ observe the
miracle of love as it blossoms into full flower in the
hearts of youth. Qur heavenly Father, who has made
us o litlle lower than the angels, has placed in the
heart and soul of every man and women the seed of
divine love—love for o componion. There, in the
hearts of yvouth, this love wailts for the miracle from
God to start its growth. Then, one day, the touch of
a hand, the downward glance of the eves, o soft
spoken word, ond the miracle from God is given—Ilove
begins to grow.

Yes, we were indeed happy fo unite our brother
Miguel, and our sister Maria in marriage, for this mir-
acle had touched their lives. Miguel is an Elder in
the church and Maria is one of our young sisters in
the church. In fact she is one of the first converts to
the church through our Brother Wheaton.

On ons occasion, we went to visit some people who
were not members of the church. They lived in «
small house built of sticks and mud. There were no
windows, cand there were no mecms of closing thse
doors. The furniture consisted of several small pleces
of wood, about eight inches high, which were used for
chairs. The toble was also o small piece of wood but
was «a little larger than the chairs.

Cur friends gave us a drink, something like our
Americon chocolate. We sat on the litile pieces of
wood and dromk our drink while we talked o one on-
other. It was night, and the only light was from o
small can of oil which had a wick in it about the size
of o lead pencil. But the love we lelt in that room
needed no light to illuminate its beauty.

In one end of the room, in o hammock, was a small
child who had been sick for several davs. The mother
asked me to administer to the child. We knelt in pray-
er and then anointed with the oil, and belore we left
she was greatly improved. We were there only on
hour, but when we left, they tock us into their arms
and shed tears of joy. We all shed iears, not of sor-
row, but of joy, because of the love that had dawned
in our hearts for one another. This is the love that
comes to people when they allow the spirit of God fo
have rule in their hearts,

The next visit we made to this home, they directed
us io a neighbor's home. Here we found a womon
who had been sick for vears. For some time she had
been hardly able to get out of her hammock. She
hod no blankets to keep her warm; not even one. She
asked us to administer to her. We did so. She seem-
ed to have much faith and hope that God would hear
our prayers. We left, and that night we drove back
and took her some warm blankets. The members of
her household expressed a desire 1o go o our meeting
in Ticul that we were to hold the next week. We told
them we would drive over and tcke them to church.
There were six of them that wanted to go; so on our next
mesting night I went over to get them. Well, io my
joy, the sick lady had been wonderfully blessed. She
was ready to go io church, and there were twenty-one

believe it or not, we all rode to church at one time,
maoking o total of twenty-three people in the car. Thank
goodness, my old Chevrolet Suburban is larger than
the average passenger car.

These experiences I have related are only a few
of the wonderful experiences we were permitted to en-
joy while among our loved people of the Yuccotom, |
connot, af thig time, tell them oll. I will say, however,
that when the time come to leave those people, it was
hard to do so. One learns o love them with a deep,
strong love, and the love they give in return is beau-
titul to see.

One voung man, in telling us good-bye, expressed
himself in these words, "We love you so much we
wish we could toke our hearts out and place them in
vour hands.” They seem to think we have done them
great good, but let me tell you their faith in God and
their love for the gospel has been a great testimony to
me, and I am stronger in the Iaith for having had the
opportunity to have served them.

The things 1 hove written have come from my
wealth of memories, ond as 1 live again the scenes of
our parting from our loved ones there, I hear again
those words that give me much pleasure in passing
them on to vou. They are, "Tell oll the saints in the

nited States that we love them very much, and,
though we may never see them in this life, through the
knowledge of the gospel of Christ and the love of God,
we know we are all one family. We are brothers and
sisters.”
By E. L. Yates

TO THOSE WHO SEEK

It is ever our need to understand the events ond
things about us; to know the import of the history that
is made.| To know the "Why" of things: Why o uni-
verse and o turning world swinging in its orbit? Why
the myriad of force and nature upon which life is sus-
tained? Why life and its susieance? When did life
begin, and what set it upon its course of sesing, smell-
ing, feeling, hearing, tasting, desiring and achieving?
Pertinent questions, these, which press upon the in-
quiring mind, and pressed, we turn in our search to-
ward that we know as God.

Does the God we recognize and seek offer any hope
in our quest for understonding? His position is made
clear by the principle witness concerning him: St. Mat-
thew, chapter seven, the seventh and eighth verses,
where it reads as follows, "Ask and it shall be given
vou, seek cnd ve shdall find, knock and it shall be
opened unto you. For everyone that asketh receiveth;
and he that sesketh findeth; and to him that knocketh
it shall be opened.”

That God desires us to be seekers is plain from the
announced texts, and plentiful other reference. To seek
ond afford truth to add to truth and understanding to
add o understanding is to be both rewarded and re-
warding., Rewarded in that the quest shall surely
vield a return, and rewarding in that we shall be
gratified and enlarged.
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The creed-bound bigot and zealot are afforded no
promise or solace in these truths, for neither seeks, but
only binds to that already known or held. To neither
of these is there ony promise of greater truth and un-
derstanding. Theirs is the stifled pattern of the sio-
tus quo; the ever-dying present. Theirs is no forward
look of faith. They can only tread the path of weak
cnd failing men: They shall never know the flashing

glow of revealment, the step to greater things. Their
greainess is only that of the past, their entry through
the door is only after others have knocked, and it is
theirs to only parrot the light afforded to others who
seek.

For those who look up and ahead, we see that God
has made important provision: basic information of
truth is offorded ond definite procedure outlined by
which progress can be made. Revealment by Him to
the individual is the announced basis of the building
together of truth and process for the good of humon
kind. This is revealment is to the seeker alone, for
revealment is useless to the bigot and creed-bound!

One hundred twenty-seven vears ago the hond of
God was evident in provision for seekers. That hand
moved with power cnd the promised revealment blos-
somed forth to lead men to truth and understonding.
He opened the storehouse of truth ond from those
things preserved to Himself, sent forth, by angel hond,
truth to enlarge the understamding of seeking men.
The blessing of His revealing Spirit came upon them
and they were rewarded in truth and understonding
of the "why"' of things.

As at other times, bigotry and creed-force have since
asserted themselves, and we are wont to look fondly
at "the good old days” not realizing that the goodness
of those days sprung from seeking. Those were days
of seeking and reveciment! Those were the days of
progress in understanding! Those were days of {aith-
force which loocked forward into the living futurel

The rise and preservation of such experience
among human kind is the fruit of ceaseless seeking ac-
cording to the promise; i.e., walking from truth to truth
in the path of light. It is a glorlous path, o rewarding
course, fruitful in understanding and life.

Pray Geod that we can ever walk forward into the
living future; the shackles of bigotry and creed moul-
dering in the dust that they love, and our path lighted
by clear leading light unreflected and undimished.

Elder Thomas 5. Maley

Those related through natural blood lines we call
"fomily.”  Those related through the blood of Christ
we call the "Church.”

—T. 5. M.

WHEN MAY WE EXPECT THE SEALED PLATES?

By Louise Palfrey Sheldon

We are most of us, doubtless, doing a good deal of
wishful thinking, these days, and we should like to
hurry things. But there are some things whose boun-
daries are fixed, and no amount of wishing or praying
will change the time set. The sealed plates that were
with the Book of Mormon plates when these were de-
livered to the voung seer, is one of the things about
which there need be no guess work if we will take the
time to inform ourselves. We are told in explicit terms
just when and what the conditions will be when those
sealed plates are revealed for the purpose of being
iremslated.  The whole story is told in First and Second
Nephi and the first chapter of Ether.

The contents of the sealed plates are often referred
to as a record, but in redlity they give a record of a
revelation of things from the beginning to the end of
the world. Ether 1:9092. It must have been a pano-
ramic picture. The brother of Jared saw it, and at the
command of the Lord he wrote it and sealed i, to
come forth—when? Let us see.

First. It was not to come forth in "the day of the
wickedness and abominations of the people.” Il Ne-
phi 11:127.

Second, "the Gentiles” must "become cleam belore
the Lord,” and exercise the faith that the brother of
Jared did. Ether 1:100-101.

As to who are meant by "the Gentiles”, is open to
inquiry. We concede that it can not mean the entire
Gentile world, because we know that collectively
specking, the Gentiles, even limiting the thought to
the Gentiles of this land, never will repent, become
clean, ond aftain o the faith the brother of Jared had.
We are plainly told this in II Nephi 12:40, where it says
that notwithstonding all Ged will do for them, “they
will deny me.” So the words we cre examining must
refer to the Gentile church, or to the Gentiles ofter the
destruction of the wicked. V

Third, there is another specification which is still
more definite. We can not get a correct view of the
subject without taking Israel into cccount, for we are
told that the sealed revelation will come forth in the
“"own due time of the Lord unto the house of Isrcel”
I Nephi 3:250.

Lst us pause here to consider who is meant by Is-
rael. There is a society that would say that the Angle-
Saxon nations, which they claim are descended from
the lost tribes of Israel, and comprise principally the
British and the Americon people. But that theory will
will not do because, as we have shown the Book of
Mormon plainly states that the Gentiles, ever the Gen-
tiles upon this land, wil deny God. They may be nom-
inally Christicn, and "reject the fullness” of the Gospel,
io be lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all na-
fions,” "be filled with oll manner of lyings and de-
ceits,” "mischiefs’, "hypocrisy”, "priesicraits’”’, "whore-
doms” and “secret abominations.” (See III Nephi 7:
34).
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Again, while this description presents a picture of a
degenerate civilization, yet we know it represents the
nations, and this nation particularly, that claim to be
Christicn cnd ore so classed in history. Theoretically
they acknowledge Jesus Christ as the Son of God and
the Savior of men, but the promise we are examining
is directed to o people who do not now cccept Jesus
Christ as their Messich, but who must do so and who
will do so before the secled revelation is delivered un-
to them. Ether tells us definitely that it will be” when
Israel comes io believe in Jesus Christ—when vye shall
call upon the Father in my name.” Ether 1:11-112.

The Book of Mormon leaoves no doubt as to what
portion of Israel is meant. The Jews, as a people, do
not vet accept Christ. The Lamanites worship a Great
Spirit, but they are not yst converted to Christ. Read
Mormon's preface to the record we have, wherein he
states that the cbridgement he made—we call it the
Bock of Mormon—was to come forth unto the Gentiles
cnd “‘the remnant of the house of Israel”, who are the
Lamomnites and the Jews, the only branches of Israel
who have not lost their identity.

We have emphasized nationality simply to get at the
point of time when the sealed plates will come forth.
As o matter of fact, while they are reserved until the
condition prevails among the Jews and the Loamanites
that is specified, they are not reserved for the Jews
and the Lamanites, only. God is no respector of per-
sons, and we wont to emphasize thig because thers
has been too much lop-sided thinking and loose-talking
on this point. The Gentiles are included, those who
will qualify, as much so as the Lomanites and the
Jews, ond the Lamanites ond the Jews must qualily
the same as the Gentiles or they will be cut off. The
Lord calls upon the Gentile, and he calls upon the Is-
raelite in exactly the same terms, and makes the same
promise to both. See Ether 1:109-110.

The parable of Zenos, in the third chapter of Jacob,
shows that a remnont of the Gentile church will con-
stitute "the few” who will “obey the commandments
of the Lord—in all things,” (verses 136-140) and they
will become the instrumentality in God's hands of
bringing Israsl to salvation.

In the building of the New Jerusalem upon this Zion
lend, as we read in the first verses of chapier ten of
III Nephi, three races are mentioned as having equal
privilege in the building of that city; the Gentiles, of
whom the writer has been specking in the preceding
chapter; the ‘remnont of Jacob,” the Lamonites; oand
"as many of the house of Israel as shall come”, which
means the Jews. true believers will become Israel by
adoption, regardless of whether they be Jew or Gen-
tile, while on the other hand, Israelites by blood will be
disinherited if they do not qualify spiritually.

The sedaled revelation, then, will come forth fo

Gentile, Jew and Lamaomite when they comply with’

the conditions, but it will not come forth until the jews
and the Lomomites accept Christ as their Redeemer.
Our land may have to go through a great deal of
trouble and be visited with much destruction, but iis
destiny is Zion, and it will be purified, if it doss take
tribulation to prepare a people to build the New Jeru-

salem, and they will be co-equal, regardles of race.
They will have complied equally with the requirements
of God, and they will share equally in the blessings
ond promises made to spiritual Israel.

Instead of praying to God to hasten his part, we
should ask that he will help us to do our part; that he
will help us to put ourselves in a position to receive the
promised endowment that will enable us to go in con-
vincing power to the Loamanites ond the Jews. There
is a great missionary work to be done before the com-
ing forth of the sealed plates. The thing we need to
be immediately concerned about is getting ourselves
ready to move out; to find where we may lack and
how to overcome it. This, with willingness 1o follow
as light is given, will be the surest course to take us in
the direction of the things for which we long.

—Reprinted from Zion's Advocate, August, 1939

GREETINGS FROM LAMONI

We have been greatly blessed ot this place, the
past week end, by the visit of our beloved Brother and
Sister John and Eva Sweem, from Hamilion, Missouri.

Though few in number, here, we are still striving to
hold fast to the rod of iron, and have been strengthened
in that determination after being permitied to listen to
some excellent sermons on the tape recorder; some of
the late conierence services of spiritual singing and
preaching; also, a wonderful sermon of our brother,
since the conference, at his own home branch ot
Georgeville, These were real gospel food, for which
we praise and thank our heavenly Father, as well as
our brother, and his dear companion, who is a help-
mcate indeed.

We feel moved o say as one of old, "How beautiful
upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good
tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth.”

We are grateful for the hope of the gospel, and
wish to thank you who have made it possible o send
forth the missionaries, such as our brother and sister
who haove just brought us the glad tidings of good
things that await us if we remain steadfast.

We met these dear ones, Brother and Sister Sweem,
at the Independence Reunion several years ago, since
which fime they have been coming occasionally to
visit us, which has been a great comfiort.

May God be with them in their future missionary
efforts, wherever they go, and strengthen and protect
them, is our prayer. Let us all be faithful.

Your Sister,

Pear] Barth

-

REUNION NOTICE
The Michigon Reunion will be held ot Flint,
Michigan, June 21, 22 and 23. Every one is welcoms,
ond I am sure they will be fed with spiritual food, as
well as plenty of {food to sustain the body,

Elder George Brantner
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THE UNPARDONABLE SIN
{continued from page 88)

Therefore the SPIRIT OF THE LORD HATH WITH-
DRAWN FROM YOU, and hath no place in you, and
the devil HATH ALL POWER OVER YOU: And this is
the FINAL STATE OF THE WICKED.” Alma 16:230-234.
(Emphasis mine, B.C.F). All of the above shows that
while this life IS TO BE man's day of probation (and
there is only one day of probation for mankind, wheth-
er in life or in death), vet the cbove texts shows beyond
the shadow of « doubt that the ones addressed by Alma
were HIS BRETHREN, and so HAD HAD the Spirit of
God or the Holy Ghost, and Alma was warning them
to beware lest they lose it

In this connection,” let it be remembered, that in
most Book of Mormon writings, it was to o people
where church ond stated were united, and so Enos
gives us the key to this whole study, when he says:
“And it came to pass that the people of Nephi did till
the land, and raise all manner of grain, ond of fruit,
and flocks of herds, and flocks of all manner of catile,
of every kind, and goats, and wild goats, and also
mony horses. And there were exceeding many proph-
ets among us. And the people were a stiff-necked
people, hard to understand. And there was nothing
save it was exceeding harshness, preaching, ond
prophesying of wars, and contentions, and destruc-
fions, and continually reminding them OF DEATH,
AND THE DURATION OF ETERNITY, AND THE
JUDGMENTS AND THE POWER OF GOD: and dll
these things stirring them up continually, to KEEP
THEM IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD. 1 say there was
nothing short of these things, and exceeding great
plainness of speech, would keep them from going
down SPEEDILY TO DESTRUCTION.” Enos 1:34-39.
{Emphasis mine, B.C.F) Now, io clinch ol I have said
so far, concerning WHO CAN COMMIT the unpardon-
able sin, we recommend the reading of the entire 9th
chapter of Alma. Remember the rule in interpreting
scripture, is this; first, who is specking; sscond, who is
spoken to; and third, the subject matter discussed, to-
gether with all related texts.

Now, we fell that since there is no doubt that the
number of eorth’s mortals who have contacted cnd
obeved the gispel in this life, and who thus become
subject to the gospel law, and so CAN commit the un-
pardonable sin, from the days of Adam down 1l now,
and are so few in comparison to the millions who have
died without even a knowledge that such o person as
cur blessed Master Jesus Christ ever lived, we are
faced with a problem that can only be answered from
the pages of scriptures themselves. Furthermore, even
in this, there is much vet to be revealed concerning it,
as the scriptures themselves tell us plainly that much
of this is not recorded as yet, and, refusing to specu-
late beyond what the scriptures DO TELL us, we will
stay strictly within scriptural bounds. In I Nephi
3:238-251, this man of God, Nephi, was shown that ALL
that God had in store for the final detiny of mankind.
He saw everything down to the end of the world, but
he says he was forbidden to write the things he saw,
and further explains that he saw by angelic vision:
"One of the twelve apostles, of the Lamb,” and was in-
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formed that this apostle of the Lamb was named John
and he should also see all of these things, and thot
he should write them. So, he sends us to John's writ-
ings, and in the Book of Revelations, John DCOES give
us some light on the matier, but even that does not
cover all of the mysteries of God, and so in each dis-
pensation of the gospel, even in our own dispensation,
some more of this information is given.

It seems so easy for mankind to generally follow
the path of least resistonce, ond so jump ot conclu-
sions. As an example, we read: "Wherefore he hath
given a law; and where there is no law given there is
no punishment; and where there is no punishment,
there is no condemndation; ond where there is no con-
demnation, the mercies of the Holy One of Israel have
claim upon them, BECAUSE OF THE ATONEMENT:
(Query; If the death of the mortal body ends ALL op-
portunity to contact Christ, ond millions die without
ever having heard about Christ, where the contact?)
for they are delivered by the power of him: for the
atonement satisfieth the demands of his justice upen
all those who have not the low given to them, that they
are delivered from that awful monster, death and hell,
and the devil, and the lake of fire and brimstone,
which is endless torment.” I Nephi 6:51-54.

So now, if we stop here, we are prone to conclude
that this means that all of those millions who have died
without a knowledge of God ar thus saved in ignor-
ance. That is the easy path, but does it correctly rep-
resent what is here written? If it does, we are then
confronted with these texts: "Yea, behold, I say untc
you, that as these things are frue, and as the Lord God
liveth, there is none other name given under heaven,
save it be this Jesus Christ of which I have spoken,
whereby man can be saved.” II Nephi 11:39. "And
now my beloved brethren, this is the way; AND THERE
IS NONE OTHER WAY NOR NAME GIVEN UNDER
HEAVEN, WHEREBY MAN CAN BE SAVED IN THE
KINGDOM OF GOD. And now behold, this is the
doctrine of Christ, and the only and true doctrine of
the Fother, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
which is one God, without end.” 1I Nephi 13:31-32.
(Emphasis mine, B.C.F.). “And moreover, | say unio
you, that THERE SHALL BE NO OTHER NAME GIVEN,
NOR ANY OTHER WAY NOR MEANS whereby salva-
tion com come unto the children of men, only in and
through the name of Christ, the Lord Omnipotent.”
Mosiah 1:118. {(Emphasis mine, B.C.F). Acts 4:12,
also makes it very plain that there is ONLY ONE plon
of salvation and that is through Christ: “Neither is there
salvation in any other: for there is none other nome
under heaven given among men, whereby we MUST
be saved.” And right here we can revert to the state-
ment in II Nephi 6, and the thought closes with this
statement: "AND THE ARE RESTORED to that God who
gave them breath, which is the Holy One of Isreal’
"55th verse. Now what could this being “restored” o
the God, who gave them breath, mean, if the death of
the mortal body, forever broke the contact with that
God and there is to be no probation ofter death for
those who never heard cbout Christ in this life?

{to be continued)
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Y. P.C. L. NEWS

Independence, Missouri

On the evening of March 14, the Young People's
Christian League met at the church and held their reg-
ular semi-annual business meeting, electing for the
next six months the following officers: Chairman, Broth-
er Marvin Case; Assistant Chairman, Brother Jim
Wheaton; Secretary-Recorder, Sister Jewell Welton;
Assistant Secretary, Sister Delores Bell; Treasurer, Sis-
ter Martha Harris; Pianist, Sister Caroline Hedrick; Re-
porter, Sister Margaret Harris; and Auditing Commit-
tee, Brother Jim Wheaton, Sister Caroline Hedrick, and
Sister Delores Bell.

Sister Alice Reed graciously invited us to her home
on March 21, at which time we held our March social.
After playing games, we climaxed the evening with
delicious hamburgers.

Meeting again ot the church on March 28, we held
a study class conducted by Sister Margaret Harris.

For the benelit of the visitors who were present, she
began the lesson by reading from Ezskiel 37:15-17,
which talks about the stick of Judah and the stick of
Joseph becoming one in the hand of the Lord. By the
use of this scripture, the Book of Mormon was easily
explained to our visitors. The group then continued
their lesson from I Nephi 2.

April 4, Sister Jewell Welton and Sister Martha
Harris conducted an educational class by the use of
two games, a 'Maiching game” and o “"Name It
game. In the maiching game, o sentence was given
and we were to fill in the name of the person who said
or acted it out. Like, "Winston Churchill built the ork'’;
which, of course, we oll know that Noch did. The
"Name [t" game was conducted in this way. The
person who was "It called upon someone, then named
the Old Testament, New Testament, or the Book of Mor-
mon, If the person who was “it'" named the Book of
Mormon, then the one who was called upon named o
book irom the Bock of Mormeon.

April 11, we were very happy 1o receive our visit-
ing young people at the annual Conference Socical.
We were warmly welcomed at the home of Brother and
Sister Leslie Case where we played volley ball, and
many other games. Qur Social and Plemning Commit-
tee célled us to the kitchen in the laiter part of the eve-
ning, where we enjoved refreshments of hamburgers
and punch.

May God bless our young people everywhere.

Margaret Harris, Reporter

-

Without charity I am nothing—Paul.

NOTICE

Independence, Missouri
May 11, 1957

To all who read these lines, I make this appeal.

Having been appointed to labor in Idaho, Washing-
ton, Oregon and British Columbia for this conference
vear, I appeal to oll members and friends of the
Church of Christ for help in getting the gospel before
as maony as possible.

I would appreciate, very much, hearing from any
who read these lines, who live in the states referred
fo. We are told to warn our neighbors, and by work-
ing together we may be able to get the story to them.

[ would especially like to get in touch with any of
the priesthood who care in the states referred to. |
realize that renting places in which to preach is very
costly, and if any are willing to open their homes for
services, it would be much appreciated. We are call-
ed to be workers together. I hope you will join with
me in an effort to spread the good news, and help to
bring salvation to others.

Mail will always reach me if sent to home address,
619 South Crysler, Independence, Missouri.

In hope of success,
Your Brother in Christ,
‘Wm. F. Anderson

WILLIAM J. RAMSHAW

William Joseph Ramshaw, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jos-
eph Ramshaw, was born in Grant County, Wisc.,
November 1, 1869. He passed away April 8, 1957 at
the Ringgold county Hospital, being 87 years, 5 months
and 7 days of age at the time of his death.

He was married to Ora May Leighty and to this
union were born four children. He lecves the good
wife, son Lloyd and wife of Lamoni to mourn his pass-
ing. Also surviving is a foster daughter, Mrs. Freda
Hoover of Des Moines.

He spent his earlier vears forming in Wisconsin,
later moved to Iowa, and soon to this community,
where he successfully owned ocnd operated his own
farm. When he refired from the form he moved to
Lamoni, where he spent his remaining vears. He was
a member of the Church of Christ, a highly respected
citizen who will be sadly missed by ol who knew him.

Funeral service was held Friday, April 12 at the
Marsh chaopel.  Officiating clergyman was Charles
Ballantyne, assisted by Willerd Moon., Burial was
made ot Rose Hill cemetery.
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Willie Grace Powell was born at Stewartsville, Mis-
souri, on May 7, 1880. She was the youngest of five
children born to the union of Willicom Lawson and Jose-
phine Weese Powell. One brother, Flza Powell and
two sisters, Maude Irene Blowers and Minerva Eliza
Riding, preceded her in death. One brother, Jomes R.
Powell of Clifty, Arkcmsas, survives.

Willle Grace Powell was united in moarriage to
Amos Arthur Yates on November 27, 1907. To this
union were born eight children. One child, born pre-
maturely died, ond one son, William Yates died at the
age of 9 months. The six surviving children are: three
sons; Arthur Leonard Yates, 8319 Pershing Road, Hick-
man Mills, Mo.; Elbert Emerson Yates, 11809 Missouri
Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri; and Donald Wayne
Yates, 1809 Cedar, Independence, Missouri; three
doughters; Mrs. Josephine Winkler, 8604 East 9th
Street, Kansas City, Missouri; Mrs. Bertha Norris of
Stockton, California, end Mrs. Irene Maley of the
home.

Sister Yates also leaves 27 grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.

Sister Yates passed from this life April 18, 1957.
Services from the Geo. C. Carson & Sons Chapsl, Win-
ner Road at Fuller, Independence, Missouri.

Officiating: Elder James M. Case and Elder Nicholas
F. Denham.

Organist: Mrs. W, A. Esry. Singers: Mrs. Kathryn
Matthews, Mrs. Grace Rudd, Mr. Forest Maley, and
Mr. Williom A. Shelden.

Interment at Mound Grove Cemstery.

>

TO THE SUNDAY SCHOOLS

The General Sunday School Association, met in
two sessions during the General Conference of 1957,
cand among other things, elected officers and commit-
tees for the coming year. Your Superintendent is Bro.
Leslie Case, Assistant Superintendent and Treasurer
is Bro. Rolland D. Sprague, Secretary Sr. Margaret
Mann. The only standing committee is the Quarterly
Committee of five rotating members. This commitiee
as it now stands is Bro. Robert C. Case, Bro. Robert
L. Maley, Sr. Irene Case, Sr. Marion Sprague, ond
Bro. Tom Maley. Though these officers omd commit-
tees are nearly the same as they have been for the
last several years, we hope to be of more service o
the Local Sunday Schools.’

In years past we have limited our efforts mostly to
the supplying of lesson studies to the Sunday Schools
who wish to buy them. This yeaor there cre very few
gucrterlies available. The Ascociation withdrew from
circulation all the Junior and Senior Studies. Some of
them were old and out-dated, some were out of print,
and the Senior Study Guide was withdrawn to comply
with the action of the General Conference. The Quar
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terly Commitiee and the authors of these study mo-
terials have already begun work to replace them.
There are also other memuscripts being prepared. In
spite of the work clready begun, it will ioke nearly o
year before they will be ready to print. A good many
of the Sunday Schools are getting study material from
the Stondard, David C. Cook, and other publishing
houses. We fesl that if we can do our job efficiently
this will not be necessary.

Study material is not the only way the General As-
sociation can be helpful to the scattered Sunday
Schools. Often there are questions as to organization
and functions which we may be able to either give or
find the answers to.” The General Sunday School As-
sociation passed. somse- brief outlines in organization
and study, which may help us all to work in greater
harmony. We hope to be able to dig cut of all the past
Conference minutes of the Association the helps and
regulations which we may be overlooking.

We have talked to the Editor of the Advocate and
are making plans for a monthly column from the Sun-
day School Assciation Officers. In the column we
hope to not only pass on study helps but also moral
support and coordination between the Sunday Schools.

There may be some isclated members where there
is no Sunday School of the Church of Christ, who we
can work with. It is often the tireless efforts of o single
femily that opens up a way to spread the gospel to
those who have never heard.

There is no one so isolated but what he may be
able to add support to the work of God, in which we
are all engaged.

Anyone having ideas for study material, literature,
or the Sunday School work in general would be more
than welcome to write to the General Sunday School
Association, Church of Christ, (Temple Lot), Box 472,
Independence, Missouri.

Leslie P. Case

INSTRUCTIONS IN ORDERING

Our quarterlies are not dated, but numbered, because they
contain a reqular course of study, and if the schools desire to make
this study, they should order the guarterlies according to number so
as to avail themselves of the entire course, so far as the study has
been extended up to the present time. None of the courses are, OS
yet, complets.

Send ALL remiitances for the Sunday School Association to:
Genéral Sunday School Association Treasurer, Church of Christ
{Temple Lot), Box 472, Independence, Missourt.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Pri§ Fach
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 1, Childhood of Jesus.eeee. .20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 2, Jesus’ Ministry.o oo 20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 3, Jesus' Minisiry contu......... 20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 4, Life of [68US. oo .20
Junior, Vol. 1, No. 1, Principles of the Gospel......... 20
Junior, Vol. 1, No. 2, God's Revealments io
MmN e 20
Junior, Vol. 1, No. 3, Fruits of the Spirif.ooceoeeeenes 20
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