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9 Ruoew Something Good bout You

Wouldn't this old world be better
If the folks we meet would say—

"1 know something good about youl”
And treat us just that way?

Wouldn't it be fine and dandy

If each handclasp, fond and irue,
Coarried with it this assuronce—

"1 know something good about youl”

Wouldn't life be lots more happy
If the good that's in us all

Were the only thing about us
That folks bothered to recall?

Wouldn't life be lots more happy
If we praised the good we see?

For there's such a lot of goodness
In the worst of you and mel

Wouldn't it be nice to practice
That fine way of thinking, too?

You know something good about me;
I know something good about you?

—Author Unknown.
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EDITORIAL

This Hime of the veor brings o our mind the ex-
pression oftentimes used in the Scriptures: "pruning
the vineyard.” The people of the time when Jesus
wos on the earth were ccguainted with fruit and its
core, which is the reason that He used that walk of
life as cn example so much.

It is stll necessary to care for an orchard or «
vinevard if a person is to reclize much, if any, return
from it. A person must know how to detect the dead
or dissased wood ond prune it off from the free or
vine. Also he must know how much growth o leo
] or vine so that not too much is left for ¢
If too much is left, it

ioke oll the strength received ifrom the root to
the tree and nothing is left fo bear fruit.

=}
=4

In the winter fime when the tree is dormont is the
best fime 1o do thiz and for that reason many are do-
ing their caring for their orchards this month.

Some formers this month are sowing the typs of
seads that settle into the earth in o notural way. By
that we mean the seed is sown on the ground and the
freezing and thowing that will toke place in the laie
winter and early spring will permit the seed to settle
into the ground, where, if it recsives the sufficient mois-
ture, it will grow.

Some formers are busy caring for litile calves, pigs
or lambs. They know that their young livestock must
have special care or its chonce of full value, when it is
grown, is poor. For this reason many of the formers
toke special core and put in exitra time with their
calves, pigs, lambs, etc., in order to give them every
reasonable chance for a good start in life.

Many of the stockmen or poulirymen test their
herds or flocks at this time of the yeor to determine
if they have any disease that injures them or the con-
sumer of the several products derived from them. I
ons is found which will not pass the test, it is removed
from the herd or flock so others will not be contam-
incded by it

Scme formers ore gelling machinery ready for

spring work. They have found it a good practice 1o be
prepared for the season that is to come, therefore it is
necessary to have their machinery in good running or-
der so that when the time comes they can put in full
time in the field. Some machines may need new parts
and some may need replacing with new machines.

Some may find their meadows or pastures in poor
shape, some of it having died. They will be making
the decision whether to reseed the barren spot or to
plow up the entire field and reseed it anew. Perhaps
in the orchard or vineyard there is « plomting that
has quit bearing; or maybe it never did bear any fruit.
The owner will be maoking o decision whether to re-
move it from his orchard or vineyard and replace it
with o new one.

Whether it be seed for his rotation, a new seeding
or a replanting, the tiller of the soil is getiing ready at
this time of the vear for the season of the year which
will soon come.

And because of his earnest efforts along with the
help of God, the tiller of the soil in this land has brought
about the literal fulfillment of the prophecy of Moses
concerning this land when he said: "The precious
things of the sarth and the fulness thereol.” How well
that was said.  And how little we appreciate it

God is the tiller of the soil of mankind and this
~hurch is his vinevard. Let us compare our position
to some extent with Him to the position of the irees,
grasses and meadows with the former.

We have one odvanicge over the trees of the or-
chard., We con prune out our dead limbs. Our limbs
are our works and if our works are dead, or part of
them are dead fo the extent that they do not bear frult
for God to store up in His kingdom, then we better
prune them out and storty W works that will bear

fruit for Him.

We spoke whereof, if the iree had more branches
than it had root to support i, then it could not bear
fruit or at least the fruit would be of a poor quality and
of little or no use. Sometimes we find those who have

o many different jobs to do in church work that they
connot do justice to any of them.

King Benjamin gave some very good advice that
could be applied here: "It is not requisite that a man
should run faster tham he has strength. And again:
it is expedient that he should be diligent that thereby
he might win the prize: therefore all things must be
done in order.”

Again, we might graft other limbs onto our free
and they may not be the kind that bear fruit of any
kind. They would have to be pruned out too. We
are speaking of the statement which Christ made:
"Toke heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts
be overcharged with . . . cares of this life.”

To many of the people, the cares of this life or the
race after the dollar takes first place; and then, if there
is any time left, they will give some consideration to
their work for the Master.

We so momy times think that the members of the
Friesthood are the only ones who sow the seed of the
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Gospel. We must realize that our conversation, yes
the conversation of every member of the Church of
Christ, should be Gospel seed. If our conversation
is such that we would not want Christ fo hear then we
are not doing our duty.

Remember, the words that you are saying may set-
ile into the lives of others like the seed we mentioned
that the former sows in the winter to sprout and grow
in o later season. The Scriptures tell of two sowers,
one sowed the seed of the Kingdom and one sowed
the tares. Tores lock like wheat but bear no grain.
Qur conversation may decide which kind of sower we
are.

The new members of the church may beg%ompmed
to the new livestock on the fcrm. Usudally there is at
least some special effort put forth to get &1 person ac-
quainted with the Gospel. Then after they become
members of the church they are token for granted.
Just as much, or even more effort should be put forth
after they have joined as was used before.

Baptism is a covenant with the Lord showing re-
pentance. It is no indication that a person is fully
grounded in the doctirine of Christ. -1t is no more assur-
omce that a person will continue in the Word than it is
an assurance that a new-born calf will grow to a mao-
ture animal, or that a new-born baby will grow to be
an adult.

Care should be exercised that o new member
should be well grounded cnd nourished with the good
word of God.

Our little folks, as well, should be given special
consideration. Just because Jesus said, "Of such is
the Kingdom of God,” iz no reason that we should
think that they would always be that way. From the
time that they com talk, they should be tought right-
ecusness by hearing conversation on the same. It cur
conversation before our children is on things pertaining
1o the world only, then their thoughts will be on worldly
things. They hear and retoin much of the thoughis
they hear expressed between two adulls nearly as
much as they remember the things told them.

Our little children of today are the adults of to
morrow cnd the woy that they will live their lives will
be influenced o great deal by our conduct with them
and before them.

They should be taken to o Sunday School of vour
foith ond tought the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They
should be tcught how to be quiet in church, and re-
spect for the house of the Lord at oll times. We are
toking serious chonces when we make a habit of fak-
ing our children fo churches other than our own faith.
The sictement made by Paul: "« little leaven leaveneth
the whole loaf”’ may be applied io this case. Docirines
tcaght in o church other than our own may sink into
the tender minds of our children ond may stay there
despite all of our efforts to remove il

Rather than moke o hobit of aftending cnother
Sunday School it is better to take time ond have a
Sunday School of our own in our home. It is not as
easy to do as toking them to a regular Sunday School,
but if our daily work takes us into o place where we

Priesthood in particular.

do not have our own church privileges we must, if we
do right by our children, teach them in our own home.
Sometimes it is better to sacrifice some salary or
wages rather than to deprive our children of their
proper teaching.

The festing may be cpplied to our lives in two
waoys. One, prove all doctrinal beliels and hold to
the good ones. Examine curselves occasionally to see
if our hobits are in harmony with the will of God.

The getting ready of the machinery may be ap
plied to our homes and our Locals. Many times we
hear the expression: "1 will be glad when the Gifts of
the Spirit are manifest more.”” Are your homes in shape
or condifion where the Gifts may be enjoyed in them?
If not, why not? If we cre not in condition in our
homes for the Gifts of Faith, Knowledge or Wis
dom io be manifest, not to mention the other Gifts,
why should we find fault with others for being in the
same condition that we are in.

We have several Locals in the Church of Christ.
Are we meeting together every Sunday morning in o
Sunday School in which our church beliefs, taken
from the Bible and the Book of Mormon, cre being
tqught? It is our duty as o Local to gather in our own
appointed meeting and in the same place every Sun-
day. It is better to meet in the morning when our
minds are fresh. We should not permit the entice
ment of a late Saturday night to hinder us from being
ready for our services and on time, physically rested,
ready to do our duty there. The teachers and the pu-
pils in the Sunday School should have their lessons
studied.

When the precching service time comes the speaker
should be Spiritually ready. When we mest in prayer
meeting we should all take part. We should not be ash-
amed to bow our knees and pray to God, neither
should we hestiiate to bear our testimony in His be-
half.

Cloncerning the plonting.  Everyone who goes
through the waters of boptism is caolled to be o saint,
Christ made the statement, 'mony core called but few
are chosen,” They cze not chosen becouse they did
not bring forth fruit for His Kingdom. We are told that
the axe is laid ot the foot of every tree. I we are
bringing forth fruit for His Kingdom we have nothing
io worry cbout. Remember the words of John the
Boptist: “Every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit
is hewn down, cnd cast into the fire.”

Getting seed ready for spring would apply fo the
They are the ones who are
responsible belore God to see that the Word is under-
stood. It is the duty of the local Priesthood to visit the
members of the Local and teach them, 'if necessary,
the truth found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  All mem-
bers of the Priesthood are duty-bound to understand
s much of the Gospel as they can. They are not 1o

iallow their daily labor for a livelihood o interfere with
‘their duty as representatives of God. If they perform

their duty to God in the calling whersin He has placed
them, they will have little time to quarrel with those of
other churches. They as well will have litile time for
pleasures of this world or habitually mingling with
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those of other faiths in their meetings. There is so much
to be done and so few io do it that there is no Hime to
be wasted.

God hos seen it to grant that this lond should be
a land of plenty. That does not apply to material

things only. It applies to the Gospel of Jesus Christ as
well. The fullness of His Gospel was restored over one

hundred vears ago. It is the duty of all those whe
have accepted authority to proclaim this Gospel, to do
so with a full heart and o qualified mind. They are
to teach all of the Gospel and not just o portion of it.
We as members of the Church of Christ should tcke
full advantage of that great qift of the Gospel which
has been given to us.

Yes, let us all come in a unity of the Faith and a
Knowledge of the Son of God unto « perfect mon unto
the stature of the measure of the fullness of Christ.
Let us repeat part of that: in o unity of the Faith. I
we do this we will wilness a greater cut-pouring of the
Gifts of the Spirit.

A F. B

At
-

NEWS FROM LOCALS

Georgeville, Missouri

The Georgeville Bronch of the Church of Christ
meets in our church building. It is o n"u e thot was
remodeled for o church by ‘h° com ~ foris of our

e

members and mambers from Indepe We have
o membership of ten and though few number

] r enjoyable u:;zas together. Each Sun
morni ve have Sunday School Iollowed by o chur

On Sunda ry evening we }1”7» O SONG SeTViICs
followsd by « prcuf*mﬂg service. We ofien have visi
torg (both members of the church cnd net q \bors) whom
we enjoy grectly. We are glad 1o have any come and
worship the Lord with us.

service.

As is the usual custom in local branches of the
church we enjoved o Sacrament service on the Hrst
Sunday of December. Although we were few in num-
ber we had an enjovable service in the presence of
the Lord.

On Sunday evening, December 4,
evening service with o song service. The specker of
the evening was our pastor, Brother Bay B ryant. The
main theme of his sermon was the power and mercy
of God and the workings of God's plan. He read James
1:17-27, Psalm 103, ond Isaiah 44, The fear of God is
the beginning of knowledge. We must purpose in our
hearts to serve the Lord. We, having the true Gospel,
have o large responsibility,.  We must Show by our
lives that we are born into Christ.  Brother Bryant re-
counted some of the happenings in the Oid Testament
showing the dedlings of God with man and the pur-
pose and plan of God. He closed by reading Moroni
10:3-7, "Behold, I would exhort you that when ve shall
read these things, if it be wisdom in God that ve should
read them, that ye would remember how merciful the
Lord hath been unio the children of men, from the
creation of Adam, even down until the time that ve

we began our

shall receive these things, and ponder it in your hearts.
And when vye shall receive these things, I would ex-
hort vou that ve would ask God, the eternal Father,
in the name of Christ, if these things are not true;
cnd if we shall ask with o sincere heart, with real in-
tent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest the truth
of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost; and by
the power of the Holy Ghost, ve may know the truth
of all things. And whaisoever thing is good, is just
and true; wherefore, nothing that is good denieth the
Christ, but acknowledgeth that he is. And ye may
know that he is, by the power of the Holy Ghost; where-
fore I would exhort you, that ye deny not the power of
God; for he worketh by power, according to the faith of
the children of men, the same today and tomorrow,
and forever.” God can do ol things.

The morning speaker of December 11 was Brother
John Sweem. His text was the entire second chapter
of Ephesians. Christ died for our sins. As in Adam
all died so through Christ all men live. "If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of oll men most
miserable.” (I Cor. 15:19). Baptism cvails nothing un-
til we have reached the age of accountability, Then
we must become boptized to become « child of God.
We have salvation through the grace of God. There
is work to do in the kingdom of God. Can faith alone
save us? "Even so faith if it hath not works, is dead
being alone.” (James 2:17). He that continues faithiul
{o the end shall have eternal lile. We must have a
broken heart and o conirite spirit and follow the great-
>st leader, Christ, to hear the plaudit, "Well, done,
good ond faithful servant.” f‘/mh 25:21% “What
T o man sovz@%h, that shall he alsc reap.’ (3<ﬁ
WJ must work out our salvation with fear and
trembling cnd shun the very appearonce of evil.

Brother Roy Bryant was the evening speoker on
December 11, He read Psolm 37 ipiure les-
The heort of man is deceitful an d desperaiely
We need judgment 1o choose betier things.
need to hove Christ in our hecris and establish
our heaorts in {oith, We must shun the very appear-
ance of evil for God cannoct look upon sin with the least
degree of allowonce., We have the words of eternal
Do we have the works? Peace will be among us
when we are subject unte God. The gospel gives us
light ond understcmding. We must endure to the end
io be saved. Brother Bryant quoted Hebrews 13:5 and
Joshua 1:5. We are admonished day by day to follow
with heart and mind centered on God. He also used
Acts 4:24. We may ask God to do for us as he did for
those when He was here. When the Lord shows forth
His power life will be for the foithful and mesk.

On December 18 the morning speaker was Brother
Vonce Harris, visiting from Independence, Missouri.
Brother Harris talked of the beginning of the learning
of those who have accepted the gospel. There wos
something in ond around each of us to arcuse o desire
to seek God. This desire, il strong enocugh and nour-
ished will develop into iaith, the first principle of the
gospel. He read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews con-
cerning faith. Brother Harris sioted that this tHime of
vear merchants are toking inventory of their stock for
income tax purposes. They must report to the govern-
ment their profit or loss for the vear. We also should
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tcke an inveniory of our own fgith and spiritual con-
dition. Qur report is only known o ourselves and

God.

At our morning services we had the privilege of
having several wisitors: Brother and Sister Vance
Hcoris and doughters, Margret ond Martha; Sister Mil-
dred Hooker cnd doughter, Alice Fawn; and Enid Bsll,
all of Independence; ond Mr. and Mrs. John Morris, of
Los Angeles, Californic.

The evening specker for December 18 was Brother
John Sweem. He used the frst chapter of Hebrews
as o scripture lesson. He talked concerning the great
love of God in sending His Son. Brother Sweem brief-
ly recounted the Christmas story and pointed out the
difference in Christ's first coming as a babe and His
second coming as a Ruler and King. The only sound
doctrine is that of Christ. We crucify Christ by being
disobedient to His gospel. Through Christ's death we
are reconciled to God but we must save ourselves and
be careful not to judge others. There are difficulties in
bringing others to the gospel but we must keep trying
and do all we can. If anyone has reason to be dis-
couraged it is God. A kingdom divided against itself
cannot stand. We must choose whom we would serve
Where our treasure is there will our hearts be and
we must remember that the Lord giveth and the Lord
taketh away. Christ came to make the world a better
place in which to live. 'We must ground ourselves in
the solid rock that is Jesus.

On Christmas morning, December 25, Brother Ray
Bryant was again the speaker. As a scripture lesson
he read the second chapter of Luke which begins with
the Christmas story and continues to the time that Christ
as a boy was found in the temple. We sometimes let
the customs of the world take the place of the redl
Christmas spirit and what Christmas should reclly
stand for. Jesus' earthly parents sought him, found
him in the temple, and asked why he had not stayed
with them. “And he said unto them, How is it that ve
sought me? Wist ve not that I must be about my
Father's business?” {Luke 2:49). As members of the
body of Christ should we not, too, be about our Father's
business? Brother Bryont also read Matthew 7:21-28.
“Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Fother, which is in heaven.” Many will
say they have done works in the Lord's ncame but only
those who actually do the Father's business will be
alowed in the kingdom of heaven. We must be
grounded in the Lord, the solid rock.

At the evening service of December 25, we cgain
hecrd from Brother John Sweem. He spoke concerning
the divinity of Christ. We con only have iaith because
of the divinity of Christ. In reality Christ had no earth-
Iy father but was born of the Spirit.  John had an earth-
ly father but had God's Spirit with him. We read in
scripture that Christ was born of a virgin and of the
prophesies concerning His birth. Christ come to re-
deem mankind and was in the kingdom of God. John
was not, but was a prophet. Christ came to give us
hope of redemption. "If in this life only we have hope
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” (I Cor.
15:19). Should we not be about our Father's business?

This being the end of another calendar vear, 1
wender what we each have accomplished for the Lord
this past vear ond what progress we each will make
this new vear and each vyear that we are given
life in the Iuture? We know not when our lives will
be token ond if we wre not using life to obtain life,
what benefit is it to us? Combining two thoughts used
in the sermons this month, "If we cre grounded in the
Lord, the solid rock, we will be cbout our Father's
business.”

Mary Lois Bryant, Reporier

St. Louis, Missouri

We held our regular Sacrament Service on Decem-
ber 4.

Brother Lawrence Nichols, our pastor, was our
specker on December 11. His subject was about the
commandments of God and the commandments of
Christ. He used Exodus, chapter 20, and told us of
many great things that took place at the time of Moses,
but the Ten Commoandments were the most importemi.

1. Thou shalt have no other Gods before me.

2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven im-
age, or any likeness of emything that is in hecven
obove, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth.

3. Thou shalt not toke the name of the Lord thy
God in vain.

4, Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Honour thy father and thy mother.

Thou shalt not kill.

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Thou

. Thou
neighbor.

> o

shalt not steal.

© o N

shalt not beor iolse witness against thy

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou
shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manser-
vomt, nor his maidservemt, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor
anything that is thy neighbor's.

We should devoie the sabboth dov to the Lord
for it is His day. When the Lord made the heaven and
the ecarth, the sea, and dll that is in them, on the sev-
enth day He rested and that day He blessed the sab-
bath day and hallowed it. The Lord gave these com-
mondments to the people coming out of the bondage of

Egypth

Christ came later and gove the pecple the six prin-
ciples of the Gospel which are considered His com-
mondments.  First is Faith. We should have faith in
Him cand confidence in our fellowmen. Next, He taught
Repentance, then to be Baptized to enter into the King-
dom of Heaven. Then the Laying on of Honds to re-
ceive the Gift of the Holy Ghost, for the Holy Ghost
guides us to dll truth. The Resurrection is next. We
are resurrected in the whole of our body. We are res-
urrected for the Eternal Judgment.
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In Acts 3:19, "Repent ye therelore, and be con-
verted, that your sins may be blotted out.”

The sin of Adam was put on the people, but when
Christ came He changed that by coming to save the
world. If we follow His commandments our sins will
be forgiven. Brother Nichols asked us if we were in
the position to endure to the end. He reminded us that
Christ was crucified for our sins oand arose in three
days to show us of our arising in the whole of our
body. His people are the ones who love Him and
keep His commoaondenis.

Brother Nichols cosad with this portion of an or-
ticle from o newspaper: "It is easy for most of us to
drift along through life without making cny special
effort 1o improve or use for good the talenis entrusted
to us by God. A daily examination of conscience is o
healthy practice.  But if our sorrow for past mistakes
or sins of omission is genuine, it will be accompanied
by a firm purpose of amendment, (. .. except ye re-
pent, ve shall all likewise perish.” Luke 13:5.) O Gud
keep me reminded that o test of my sincerity of regre
for past errors is how [ improve in the futurs.

December 18, we had slection of officers. In our
Sundey School the new office
Brother Andrew Shanks; Ass
Brother Charles Clark; Secreic
Assistant Secretary, Sister Ida Dc;w’;';
Brother Woryne Shonkle. The new ch
Pastor, Bm&mz Alion Shankle; Assista
Lawrence Nichols: ond  Secretary,
Shonkle.

'r“a%*\/clm,s n 20:12-1
was writlen by ih
two judgrent

of the righteous. 7T
judging according i
shall reap. It is imp vleass God
faith. Then we must repent and be ba
was perfect and yvet He was ba,ptized to set an exam-
ple for us io iollow. Brot ner ‘5@ e told us that there
is nothing hid that will not be revedled and not to fear
them who can destroy the body b t to fear Him who
com destroy the soul.
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On this Christmas day Brother Lawrence Nichols
was our speaker. He asked us if we realized this doy
as the birthday of Christ or just as o day to exchange
gifts. He relerred to Luks 2:8-13. When the cangel op-
peared unto the shepherds, the angel said that the
good tidings were to all people and not just for the

shepherds.

There was no Saviour before Christ, so the people
did not know what would happen to them dafter they
left this earth. Brother Nichols recd Matthew 2:1-23
then spoke of all the things the prophets prophesied
that have come to pass. When King Herod sought the
Christ-Child to kill Him, the Lord protected Jesus by
having Mary ond Joseph flee to Eagypt. The Lord will

protect us too. John 1:41, God's word was made flesh
by the birth of Christ. Brother Nichols left this thought
with us that we should go io our homes rejoicing that
the Saviour was born to save us. We should do a
little more in remembrance of our Saviour.

Edith Frevy, Reporter

Wryandotte, Michigan
Brother Archie Bell and Brother Williom Sheldon,
two of our Apostles, were visiting with us. They came
on December 13, that evening we had a potluck sup-
per in the basement of our church. Everyone had a
chance to meet and talk to them.

The following Sunday, Brother Sheldon preached
in the morning and Brother Bell preached ot our eve-
ning service. We senjoved hearing them very much.

At our morning service Brother
Shrum had their baby blessed.

and Sister James

There have been four baoptized inio the Kingdom
of God in our Branch. We thank God for this blessing.
Pray for us that there may be more in the near fu-
ture,

Independence Diary
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ar'{h pgar“@ g“”\' fi-; {
g ’g eorth, b )bth
s go sp =1, John 14:27,
[ give unto vou; not as
o you. Let not your hecarts ,
be afraid.” If we should ask those ground us, what
would give them pecce or make them |
would get such cmswers as money, Iriends, health,
fome, ele,  Let us ask ourselves this question. We
know there is no lasting hoppiness or
found oulside the sirait ond norrow way. No matter
how much of this world's wealth or fame or how maony
friends we have today, there is no assurance that we
will have them tomorrow. To have pecce we must
have faith in God. If we have faith in God we will
not worry about our problems, for worry is lack of
faith: but rather, we will take our problems to God in
prayer and find peace.

Sister Anderson is able to aftend services again for
the Hrst time since her illness. We are thonkful that
she is again able to mest with us ond pray that she will
continue to gain sirength.

The evening hour of December 18 was occupied by
Brother Denver Chapman. The scripture reading was
Psalm 24. He also read the beginning of the Sermon
on the Mount. The Lord expecis more of us who have
a knowledge of Him than of those who have not heard
the gospel. We are to be an example io them, a light
upon « hill. We cannot expect to inherit eternal life
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if our lives here do not show that we know and love
the Lord. St John 12:42-50 tells how some of the chief
rulers believed but because they loved the praise of
men more than God they did not confess that they
believed. If we love the world and its pleasures more
than we love to serve God then we shall be judged by
the words Christ spoke, the same as rulers who did
not confess and follow Him. We have no jurisdiction
over death, resurrection, cand judgment but we do
hove an opporiunity to prepare for them and to help
our brother. We have been commanded to be per-
fect, so let us not stop short of the goal.

Friday evening, December 23, was the Sunday
School Christrnas program. The program was « short
dialogue, music by ol the classes, and treats.

Before the preaching service Christrnas morning
two babies were blessed. Litlle Mark Hays Harris,
son of Brother and Sister Alvin Harris was blessed.
The two grandiathers, Brother Rolland Sprague and
Brother Vance Harris, officiated. Joyece and Alvin and
baby were visiting their families in Independence over
the holidays. Now they have returned to Fort Comp-
bell, Kentucky where Alvin is statiocned.

Little Debra Ann Hedrick, daughter of Jimmy and
Caroline Hedrick was blessed. Brother Harvey Bell,
maternal grandfather, was the spokesman assisted by
Brother Leslie Case, an uncle of Dsbra.

It seemed very appropriate for these little ones to
be brought before cur heavenly Father for a blessing
on this day that has been set apart to commemorate
the birth of His only Son, who came into this world as
a Hny spark of life the same as little Mark and Debra.

Brother Williom Anderson was the speaker Christ-
mas morning.  Iscich 9:6-7, foretells of the birth of
Christ, and Luke 2:9-17, tells of the visit of the angels
o the shepherds on the hill and the shepherds seeing
the Babe in the manger. These two were used for the
scripture recding. Because of Satan, came the fall of
man. 1f it were not for the great sacrifice of God's gift
of His only Son io the world, man would have been
lost forever. What does this gift mean o us? Millions
of dollars are spent in gifts for one another at this sea-
son, but do we become so involved in the exchange of
gifts with each other, that we forget the greatest gift of
l? The angel said this gift was to all people.  Christ
came and set the example, and if we will follow Him,
our reward will be eternal life with Him ond His Heav-
enly Father. We become so busy with everyday liv-
ing that we somstimes forget that the physical things
of life do not maiter so much as the spiritual things.
I Peter 3:15, "But sanctify the Lord God in your heart:
and be ready always to give an answer to every man
that asketh vou a reascn of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear:”

Some of the visitors we had Christmas morning
were Brother and Sister Babcock and son of Wisconsin,
Brother cnd Sister Alvin Harris and boby from Ken-
tucky, Lowell and Sister Alice Larsen and family from
Gurley, Nebraska, Mr. Morris from Lincoln, Nebraska,
Brother and Sister Harvey Bell, who were returning
from Grond Junction, Colorado, to their home in Ava,
Missouri, Mrs. Schnuelle, mother of Sister Harvey Bell,

and the former Dolly Anderson and family, o daughter
of Brother and Sister Wm. F. Anderson, from Texas.

The evening service of December 25, Brother Nich-
olas Denhom was the specker. The scripture reading
is found in John 2:1-11. This tells us of the first miracle
Christ did. He changed water to wine at the marriage
in Cana. We are living in o Hme of abundonce, and
vet, we do not have time o care for the things of the
Lord. We have all kinds of time-saving devices and «ll
kinds of worldly interests to use up the time we might
otherwise give the Lord. We have radio and television
which could do much to improve the minds and lives
of memkind, but momy of the programs are degrading
ond full of foolishness. We are told to come out of
the world and not partake of its evils. If we would
make a greater effort 1o live the gospel of Christ, our
lives would be o great influence for good to dll we
come in contact with.

Belore the opening of our January 1, 1956, sacro
ment service, Brother James A. Hedrick was baptized
by Brother Harvey Bell, and was confirmed by Brother
Bell and Brother J. M. Case immediately after the ser-
vice opened. It was with great joy in the hearts of all
that we offered Jimmy the right hond of fellowship.
Momy of the testimonies were from members, who
could remember back 50 end 60 years when they had
entered the waters of baptism ond testilying of how
much God had blessed them because they had entered
by the door into the sheepfold of Christ. It was a very
good service to begin the new vear.

Brother Harvey Bell was the specker the evening of
Januory 1. He used many scriptures from both the
Bible and the Book of Mormon to show how the two
books harmonize. If cny other records should be
brought to our citention we have a gauge to judge by,
so that we can know of a surety whether it be true or
not. These two records are our gauge oand ony other
record of God’s will harmonize with them. Some of the
texts were II Nephi 6:48; Ephesions 4:4, 5, 6; Mosiah
11:186-187; III Nephi 5:18. All of these are about re-
pentanice and baptism.  Because of the precepts of
man, even some of the humble followers of Christ do
err. Ephesians 5:6, "Let no man decelve you with vain

January 8, Brother Forest Maley occupied the 11
o'clock hour. Luke 14:28 was the scripture reading.
He told us that we should sit down and count the cost,
the requirements and the needs of our spiritual stature
or structure, just as we would if we are planning to
build o new church building. Our lives do not need
riches, any more than a building would have to have
foncy and elaborate features to furnish a place to wor-
ship God, but must be adequate to show the fruiis of
the Gospel as a church building must have sufficient
room io care for the needs of the people as well as o
serve God.

The evening hour of January 8 was occupied by
Brother Leslie Case. He asked these questions: Do
we believe only because our parents believe? What
connection does the Book of Mormon have with our
church? We are confronted with these questions every
day and we need to be able to onswer them. I we

{ontinued on page 30)
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ORIGINAL ARTICLES

NOTE: We solicit articles for this department written in an affirmative manner.
Contributions are to originate with the author and do not necessarily reflect

is expressed, und evidences presented to support that belief.

An affirmative article is one in which a belief, or an opinion,

the teachings of the Church or the opinions of the editorial stafi.

RIGHTEOUSNESS VS. WORLDLY PLEASURES

Elder Glen Gill

The following dissertion was writtenn in answer o
the questions of some of my Catholic and Protestant
friends here ot Wisconsin State College where | have
been working on o degree in secondary education.
The questions concerned my aftitude on doncing and
beer drinking and my refusal to continue playing in
the college dance band. The Douay, or Catholic Bible
was used to maoke references acceptable to my friends
of that religicus conviction.
in our title might sug-
trer*n

The term "worldly pleasures”
gest that this will be a "do not do” on cxcmm“ﬁ,
oking, drinking, etc. It is not e evils of such
as these have been much publ tohuu, are well known,

i are universally ignored.

I do not belier
In foct the gr
3 from the persor
When pleast
ing of value

shiould be no pleasure in

Of 1“11’: miqn% be d‘e~

mentally, many serve
> becuty of God's creation, and m
how to live peacsiully and ch

It is when the Christian goal
he activity that the valua of it is lost,
ight do contribuie so little to the gro m% of ngh*c ous-
ness, wisdom, and strength of character within us ihot
thev are waste of time ond can profitably be replaced.
These are in most cases merely escapes or temporary
vacations from the business of righteous living, The
well rounded Christion individual should have a full
enough life to need none of these escapes and diver-

3

sions.
Qur escapes and diversions are like the "lalse
prophets who come in the clothing of sheep”. Though

they look harmless they may be “ravenous wolves’.
What Christ said about these false prophets, 1 think,
cpplies quite well to our escapes and diversions—
(Matt. 7:16). "By their fruits yvou shall know them. Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even
so every tree which is good bringeth forth good fruit,
and the evil tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree
cannot bring forth evil fruit neither can an evil tres
bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringsth not forth
good fruit, shall be cut down, ond shall be cast into the
fire. Whereiore by their fruits ye shall know them.”

Were we to apply that kind of evaluation to every-
thing we undertake in life, many of our activities,
though accepted by society, would not pass the test
because they do not produce goed fruit.

Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, listed for us the
kind of fruit we should strive to obtain in Christian life.
Let us examine his words: (Gal. 5:22), "But the fruit of
the spirit is, charity, joy, peace, patience, benignity,
goodness, longanimity, mildness, faith, modesty, con-
tinency, chastity. Against such there is no law.” These
should be fruits of our activities.

God created man with the potential ability to
choose between right and wrong. Adam was the first
man to exercise that power. He did it for the first time
when he chose to go along with Eve and eat the fruit
ol the tree of knowledge against the command of God.
If this had not happened man would not have mult-
plied in the earth, growing and hunting his food and
woulc; not be subject to physical death. In short, without
man's ability to choose there could be no probationary
period such as we call life. If many could not choose
and could obtain no knowseledge of right and wrong,
the coming of Christ, who was from the beginning (Col.
1:15-18; Apocalypse (Rev.) 22:12, 13, 14), would not
have been necessary. God intended man to be right-
eous. (Psalm 23; Matht. 13:40; Acts 10:34-35; Rom. 2:10-
il; ? Peter 3:12; John 3:68-10). Withou! the powser of

hoice mon could not achieve rightecusness (the choos-

¢ of right in the presence of wrong) thus God's plan
would be frustrated. But God is not frustrated; we
hove choice and a knowledge of good ond non-good is
curs for the learning {James 1:5 ond many others).

It we as individuals are to choose rightecusly and
thus be found righteous of that day of judgment be-
fore God (Acis 17:29-31) we must examing the fruits of
our activities to see il they be {ruits of the spirit or fruits
of the flesh. Paul lists these later for us also. (Gal. 5:19).
“"Now the works of the flesh are manifest which are for-
nication, uncleanness, immodesty, luxury, idolatry,
witchcradts, enmities, wraths, quarrels, dissentions,
sects theresy), envies, murders, drunkenness, revelings
and such like. Of which I foretell vou as [ have fore-
told to vou that they who do such things shall not ob-
tain the kingdom of God.” Enmities may be delined as
hatreds and emulation as jealousy. Revelings are a
form of wild celebration or merrymaking. "They that
cre Christ's have crucified the flesh with the vices and
concupiscences {lusts).” (Gal. 5:24).

When we have achieved a rightecus-seeking atti-
tude toword life we are quite able to lay aside all of
the activities that do not contribute to the development
in ourselves or in others of the fruits of the spirit.

Living rightecusly includes also membership in
Christ's body. When we have repented of our past
wrongs ond become determined to eliminate, as much
as possible, the future ones - - - having demonsirated

J
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faith in God and in Christ as part of God's plan, we
may be baptized of water (John 3:5: Rom. 6:4-5; Col.
2:12; Matt, 3:16; Acts 8:38-39; John 3:23) and of the
spirit (Acts 1:5-8; Acts 8:12-17; and others) for the re-
mission of sins - - - by the ministration of one having
authority of God. Then and only then will we be mem-
bers of Christ's body here on earth.

Religion is not a garment to be put on and taken
off at one’s convenience, it is a philosophy to live by
- - - it is the very essence of a successful and admirable
life and of success in the hereafter when God promises
we will be judged "every man according to his work”
(Apoc. Rev.) 22:12).

Righteousness is our goal. It is obiained by mak-
ing right choices, now during this life - - - choices which
bear good fruit. All other fruits are to be "cast into the
fire” at the time of final judgment. When that hap-
pens we want to be left with encugh fruits of the good
kind to fcce judgment standing up - - - not calling on
the rocks to fall on us and hide us from God's presence.
{Apoc. (Rev.) 6:16). We would do best to sirike those
things which bear no good fruit from our lives and re-
place them with those that bsar fruits of the spirit.
Maony socially accepied activities would go in such «
purge as this but they would give way to a joy of
rightecus achievement, the warmth of which can moke
hoppy and full our lives, lightening our burdens and
solving the problems from which we formerly sought
escape and diversion in temporary pleasures.

T‘qa truly serious C hm\’m an individual will seek after
with spiritually creative and lasting quahw
Hing the activilies which satisly only tem

creaiive and time-wasting. Where ngr‘i
cught thers is no room for these.

p\)*ffh/ ; On-=
eousness is SHI\,SIGEY

— e
MORE ABOUT THE AMERICAN INDIANS
(Mo, 2
LApostle B. C. Flint
In this paper, Chief Kah-gegaogoh-bowh gives

some very interesting facts cnd suggestions as to what
he thinks is essential for the work he is engaged in,
in the interests of the Indians.

It is so well thought out and so intelligently pres-
ented that the only comment we can make is that in
analyzing his views he strikes directly ot the most vi-
tal phase of the matter.

He shows the confusion as infused by the conilict-
ing, divided course of sectaricn Christianity, and its
effect on the Indian mind, vet, in his own ignorance of
the real solution, he issues a scathing indictment of the
Christiomity as it was given to the Indiom under his
own ocbservation, because it shows that the mission-
aries he knew, had no definite understanding of the
gospel, nor delinite message for the Indian.

This very situation, while it indicts the sectarion
philosophy, it also issues a direct challenge o us of
the restoration, becouse we, with the Book of Mormon
do have a specific message for the Indion.

How well we recall our own experience when we

first undertook missionary work among the Iroguois
the Six Nations in Conada. These Indicms had had
the very experience mentioned in the Chief's follow-
ing article. There are several sectarian churches on
that Reserve, and there are also some holding io the
old "Long House' religion of their forefathers. When
we started our work, these latter were heard to say,
"Well, another white maon's religion coming among
us. Which one is right? Don't the white man know?
We think we are wise to remain as we are.”” Yet once
our message was undersiood, there was a general feel-
ing that ot last some one did have a definite message
for them.

THE NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN
By Kah-ge-go-gah-Bowh Ojibway Indian Chief

In this article I am to give some of the causes which
have tended to prevent the rapid improvement of the
North American Indiom, since their intercourse with the
Europecns, which commenced 358 vears ago. This
part of my subject will occupy too much of your space,
were | to give all the causes which have been instru-
menial in preventing the improvement of my nation in
education and moral elevation.

When we

J.

endeavor o check any known evil in
soc@ty, it is always necessary that we should know
the cause of that evil; and, in order ic eradicate it
from society, sgncxble mecns must be used; and, in the
use of these means, moderation in spirit and {femper is
:rf“cruwed Hoping that, after having so long had ‘m
do with mvy brethren in America, I understand the first
and am not gliogether devoid of the 1(1:7/ 1 propabc
now briefly 1o state some of the reasons why thev have
not improved.

First. They come in contact with the worst classes
of the white men in our country. That is on the western
frontier, As a notural consequence, ’mey soon adopt
their foolish notions, with their vices; and, their minds
being thus poisoned and pre-cccupied, the instructions
which the better classes would impart, and the morality
they would inculcate, are, as it were, forestalled. This
will not be wondered «t, when it is ge»nercdiy known
that the frontier settlements are mads up of wild adven-
turous spirits, willing to raise themselves by the down-
fall of the Indiom race. These are traders, spirit-sellers,
horse-stealers, counterfeiters, and scape-gallows men,
who neither fear God nor regard men. When the In-
dicms come in contact with such men, as representa-
fives of the American people, what else could be ex-
pected from them? They scarcely believe that any
good can come out of such a Nazareth as they think
the United Siates to be; and dll persons must be aware
than man is more prone to learn from others their vices
than their virtues. Thus, their conduct is not strange,
seeing as they do, the gross immorality of the white
men with whom they meet, and the struggle betwesn
the "paledface” for wrong, ond the red man for right,
which begins when they first meet, and ends not until
one dies.

An Indian in the northwest, when [ was there on one
occasion, endeavoring to convince him of the necessity
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of schooling his children said, "What!  Shall my chil-
dren be tought to lie, steal, kill and quarrel, as the
white man does? No, Nol” He continued, shaking his
head. Heving never been in the midst of refined and
civilized society, he knew naught of its blessings; he
judged from what was around him; and, with such ex-
amples, he decided rightly in not sending his children
where they would be sure to copy them.

Among the classes of adventurers who have moved
westwerd, there has been one whose fathers were mur-
dered by the Indions. These having on implacable
hatred against the poor Indians, have done dll they
com to encourage bad feelings in one race against the
other, and if possible involve the two in war, that they
may step in and indulge in their favorite work of de-
predation and repine.

Second: Their love of adventurcus lile may be as-
signed as another reason. The suddenness with which
a band of white men has, almost always intruded up-
on them, has prevented them from gradually acquiring
the arts of civilized life; and leaving local employment,
they have hunted for a living, and thus perpetuated
that independent rooming dispositon which was im-
bibed in ecrly life. Their fathers have been Nimrods
in o literal sense, they followed their steps. [ would
not have you suppose from this, however, that it is
impossible to teach the American Indians the art of
agriculture, and other branches of civilization; they
have already given abundant proof that they are well
able to understand and practice both.

Third: The perpetual agitation of mind which they
experience in consequence of the annoycnces they
continually receive from mischievous men, cnd the
fear of being removed westwerd by the American gov-
ernment:—None but cn Indion can, perhaps rightly
judge of the deletericus influence which the repeated
removals of the Indians have exercised from the time
they began, in the days of Jefferson, in 1804, and which
have been continued by succeeding administrations
until now. Here let me say to good men, mature a
pacific policy for the mutual good of the Red men,
oand White men: let each love the other with the same
spirit that animated the bosom of Williora Penn, and
we ghall vet have mony many days—days when the
Red mon cnd the White man shall join hands, and
iogether as brethren go up vet higher to the mount of
noble greainess. Fear has prevented the Indian from
moking cny very great advoncement in agricultural
science. Having seen the removal of many tribes, he
is conscious of the fact that the Government may and
doubtless will, demand more land, cnd that he will be
obliged to sell at whatever the Government may see fit
1o give him. Thus all improvements the Indions may
have made become valueless to him. The Missionaries,
in many instances, have done nobly, in subduing the
wild and roving disposition of many of the Indicns; but
these lessons have all been lost, in consequence of the
removal of the Indians west. And if they venture to say
cught in complaint, they are represented by the agent
as being in an antagonistic attitude toward the gov-
ermnment; and the poor Indians become the sufferers.

Fourth: The want of schools of the peculiar kind
required for the education of the Indicms. You will, no
doubt, tell me that the Indians have been taught to

value the advantages of education; that some of them
have aitended, not only the common schools, but
schools of a brighter order, and even colleges, and
have ofterwards returned to the forests; have put on
the blanke!, and roamed the woods. This, however,
has not always been the case. I might name a great
meany who, to my knowledge, have done well, ond are
doing well for themselves, and for their people. But 1
must say that I have never heard of any inquiry hav-
ing been made, by cny society or government, s o
what is the best mode of education for the Indion
vouth. My opinion may differ from that of more
aged and experienced men; yet, after much observo-
tion and inquiry, I am convinced that the three things
most requisite for an Indicn youth to be tought are a
good mechanical trade, sound code of morality, and
a high ioned literature. The reason for their returning
to their former habits has been the absence of a gocd
moral training, cnd their not having learned any trade
in which to be employed on their leaving the schools.
Having no employment and no income they found
themselves in possession of all the qudlities of gentle-
men, without the requisite funds to support themselves.
And further, their fraining in moral culture had not
been attended to, because some of them who had been
the instructors knew Christianity in theory only, and
not from a practical and experimental knowledge of
the pleasing and persuasive influence of the Bible.

The Indian ought not to be allowed to stand still in
the course of improvement; for if he does not advance,
he will surely recede and lose the knowledge he may
dready have attained. Let him taste the pleasures of
education, and he will, if proper care be taken at the
commencement, drink deep of the living spring.

Fifth: The great quomtity of land which the Indians
have reserved to themselves for the purpose of hunting,
—This wide field, filled with a variety of game, per-
petuates their propensity for living by the use of the
bow or gun, instead of the hoe or plough; for roaming
the fields, instead of having o local habitation. When
they have land that they can cdll their own, and that
portion so limited that the scarcity of game will oblige
them o till the soil for o subsistence, then they will im-
prove; and the sooner this staie of offairs is brought
about the better.

Some of my Indion brethren may, perhaps wonder
that 1 should offer this as one of my reasons, and my
white brethren may think thai I would limit the Indiom
o rather confined quarters. If any argument I now
bring forwerd will not beor investigation, why, throw
it out. I but write what, in my humble judgment, is an
imparticl view of the subject, and state those plons
which 1 think best adapted to advance the interests
of all, and which should be adopted in order to ele-
vate the conditions of the Indians in America.

Sixth: The mode generally adopted for the intro-
duction of Christianity among the Indians. This mode
has not, I think, been one likely to induce them speed-
ily to relinquish their habits of life. I am aware that
here I tread on delicate ground. There is zeal enough
in the missionaries who labor among them to move
the world, if there were any regularly-organized sys-
temn of operation. There is piety enough to enkindle,
oand fan to a blaze, the fine devotional feelings of the
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Indians, if one uniform course were but taken by doll
those who go to teach them.

The docirines which have been preached in this
civilized country may be necessary for the purpose of
stimulating various denominations in zealous labour;
but in our country they have had « tendency to retard
the progress of the gospel. The strenuous efforts that
have been made to introduce doctrinal views and
peculiar forms of worship hove perplexed the mind of
the Indion, ond prejudiced him against Christianity.
The fact cannot be concealed, that every man who has
been among the Indians as a missionary has not been
as judicious as he should have been. The idea that
cnything will do for the Indian also has been o mis-
taken one. We want men of liberal education, as well
as of devoted piety. It is not necessary that a mis-
sionary carry with him the discipline of churches, but
it is requisite that he carry with him consistency, in
order to meet with success among the Indian tribes.
When the missionaries preach love to God and to all
men, and act otherwise to ministers of differing denom-
inations it creates doubt in the mind of the watchiul
ndicns as to the truth of the word he hears. Let the
men advocating the sacred couse of God go on to-
gether—let them labor side by side for the good of
the Indiom, and he will scon see that they intend his
good. The Indian is not wilfully blind to his own in-
terests.

convince the different missionaries
fter to teach the Indians in English than in
own language, as some of them have QCQ<~, and
are now doing. A grect amount of time ond money
have been expendad in the translation of i ible into
languages, and afterwards
t to read, when he might have b
v in o much less amount of time, and
diture of money. Beside this, the low books
been translated inio our language ore the only books
when he con read; and thus are perpetucted his
views, ideas and {eelings; whereas, had he been
tought English, he would have been introduced into o
wide fisld of literature; for so very limited would be
the literaiure of his own language, that he could have
no scope for his powers, consequently, the sooner he
learned the almost universal English, and forgot the
Indion the better. If the same policy be pursued as
hitherto, the whole of the world's history needs to be
translated into Indian, and the Indian taught to read
it, before he can know and profit by the history of the
past.

1 have tried 1o
that it is bet

their ¢

SIS

Other reasons might be given why the condition of
the Indion has not improved, did space allow.

In my next I shdall state my plon of Christicmizing,
saving, and elevating the Indions; and shall have to
be more minute, and therefore, more lengthy thon be-
fore, in order to present all its interesting features so as
to be understood and appreciated.

-

Y. P.C. L. NEWS

We are happy this month o be able io report the
announcement on December 14, of the engagement of

two of our voung people. They cre Grace Bryont,
doughter of Brother and Sister Ray Bryant of Cowgill,
Missouri, and Virgil Rudd, son of Brother and Sister
Albert Rudd of Independence. We understand they
are planning to be married in the spring. Virgil and
his dad are working very hard to complete Virgil's
house so that the young couple can occupy it as soon
as they are married. Qur sincersst best wishes go io
this happy couple.

The meeting of December 15 was occupied with
Church history study, wherein we studied the latter
part of Chapter 18 in "An Outline History of the Church
of Christ (Temple Lot).” This deals with the tenets of
faith of the Church, and the attitudes of the New Or-
ganization and the Church of Christ at that time.

December 22 was o clear, mild night. It was on
this night that we organized to go caroling to some of
the older members’ homes. We had a lot of fun and
hope they enjovyed our efforts. Afterward, we had hot
chocolate ot the church and spent the remainder of the
evening helping the Sunday School gst ready for the
Christmas program., We did this by sacking the treats
for the little ones to enjoy.

A social was held on December 29 af the home of
Brother and Sister Richord Wheaton. Sandwiches ond
cold drinks were the order of refreshmenis and games
were plaved by everyone.

\hamm 19 of "An Outline History of the Church of

Christ ’T”Mpi Loty was our lesson on Januory 5.
'ims ., aals with the return of the Church io In-
dependence in 1867. It also tells of the acguisation of

or
the Temple Lots and our legal claim to them, which
was verified in the Temple Lot suil in 1894

Our }Cf:mfzzy 12 mesting was an educatib

5
ession was held. Qu@%’ﬁons were qu& over the
{ Christ as recorded in Matthew, Mark

The first principle of the Gospel, iaith, was <*1so dis-

cussed cmd references were read from the Bible and
the Book of Mormon.
We were hoppy to hear this month by the way of

the Advocate columns, from some of our other young
people in the church. We are very glad to see this
increase in reporting these activities of other groups,
and we feel we know you «a litile better for having read
of these things. Qur goal is to get to know you a lot
better

Enid Bell, Reporter

-G

WEDDINGS

Cook-Roberts

On December 19, Wonda Roberis, the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Tommie Roberts of 10170 Bon Ocak Drive,
St. Louis, became the bride of Robert Cook, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward H. Cock of 10293 Lockwood Drive,
Riverview Gardens.

The ceremony was performed by Elder Lqmen@
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E. Nichcls at his home on 10111 Farringion Drive, St
Louis.

Wenda is o member of the Church of Christ in St.
Louis, and iz emplayed as a secretary ot the Dau
Manufacturing Company. Robert is employed as a
tile-setter in St. Louls.

The couple will make their homs, for the present,
at his parent's home in Riverview Gardens.

May we extend to this couple our congratulations
and o prayer that theirs may be long, happy and

prospercus married life filled with encugh of this life's
cares to make it full of pleasure.

el

OBITUARIES

Benjamin Franklin Hartley, 1859-1955

Very peacefully and quietly in a modest little cot
tage, nestled near the foot of the mouniains at Sagle,
Idcho, Brother Benjomin Franklin Hartley passed from
this life December 26, 1955, at the age of 96 years, 3
months, 17 davys.

He leaves to mourn his wife, also 96, three sons,
James M. Hartley of Sandpoint, Idaho; Leo Hartley of
the home; and B. Frank Hartley of Satanta, Kansas., A
doughter preceded him in death.

There are 15 grandchildren, 51 greci-grandchildren
ond 51 grect-great-grandchildren.

Brother Hartley was born September 9, 1859, at
Boone County, Tenn. He was baptized into the
Church of Christ (Temple Lot) July 18, 1889, at Indepen-
dence, Mo., by Elder George D. Cole and was con-
firmed by Elders George D. Cole and George P. Fris-
bey.

On Therksgiving day ot Lencore City, Tenn., on
November 24, 1875, «t the age of 16 he married his
schoolday sweetheart Druscilla Orleana Keith, also 18.
Uncle Ben and Aunt Dusie, as we oldsters loved fo call
them, have since that day, attained notonal and even
international renocun as the nation's oldest married

N

couple, having been married 80 yecars November 24,
1955, which fell on Thanksgiving Day as at the Hrst

Since their dicmond wedding cnniversary in 1950
broucht them to prominence, each year has added
many good wishes postmarked from all parts of the
United States, including greetings from President and
Mrs. Fisenhower, and from many foreign lands.

In their younger days they had pioneered a home-
stead in Fastern Kansas, at Tiblow, later known as
Bonner Springs. In the 1880's they moved to Western
Kansas and pioneered in new couniry again, and in
1937 finding their fertile plains in the "'dust bowl” area
of that period, they moved to Sagle, Idaho cnd made
their home with their son and his wife.

Uncle Ben Hartley was laid to rest in Pinecrest
Cemetery near this last home. Our hearts go out o
our aged sister, Aunt Drusie, in deep sympathy and
earnest prayers that God will be very near her in her
loneliness for the constant companion of so nearly o

century.

Louis L. Boyce

Louis L. Boyce was born at Trenton, Illinois, Oclo-
ber 18, 1886, and passed away ot Belleville, Illinois,
December 19, 1955; aged, 69 vears. He was a Seventy
in the Church of Christ end before his illness, was ac-
tive in that office. He gave much assistance o the
St. Louis Local in its early vears. He also helped in
the work ot Houston, Missouri. He was firm in his
convictions in the Gospel and was a zealous worker.

He worked in the St Louis Post Office until his re-
tirement about two and one-half yvears ago.

He leaves to mourn his death, his widow, Nellie
Boyce, two daughters: Paloma, now Mrs. Elwood Court-
ney of Belleville, Illinois, and Fay, now Mrs. Richard
Baumon of Pekin, Illinois; two sons: Louis, Jr., of St
Louis, and Terrel of Denver, Colorado; seven grand-
children, and o host of Iriends.

Interment was in the Walnut Hill Cemetery in
chorge of the Baldus funeral home of Belleville. The
sermon was delivered by Rev. John Edwoard Nicholson
of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints.

Another Member of the Church of Christ Passes On

It is with deep sorrow that we send this cnnounce-
ment of the passing of William McKinley Burgen, of
Avea, Missouri. He had been afflicted with arthritis for
several vears, and suffered greatly. His affliction had
grown steadily worse the past two years, and only o
short time ago he suffered a heart attack and was
taken to the hospital ot Manstield, Mo. We were call-
ed there to administer to him ond apparently he re-
ceived a blessing as he was released and returned to
his home just a day or so later, but this relief was but
temporary, cnd soon after his return home he was
again stricken, and ot this time he was taken to the
Veteran's Hosiptal ot Poplar Bluff, Mo. Brother Burgen
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was a Veteran of World War II, ond a member of the
Ava American Legion.

It was while stopping in the home of Brother Bur-
gen, in 1931, that we first opened up the work of the
Church of Christ in this community, and he was «
charter member of the first local Church of Christ or-
ganized here. He was baptized quite early in life and
was o member of the Reorganized Church of Latter

Day Saints for many vears, but transferred to the
Church of Christ in 1931.

Brother Burgen was bormn Januory 2, 1899, nesar
Basher, Mo., and spent practically his whole life in or
around Ava. By his first marriage, he had six chil-
dren, five of which are still living; one son, Melvin
Burgen, preceded him in death several years ago. In
1943 he was maried to Miss Jewell Miller, who is left
in the home to mourn his passing. The end came
while he was in the Veteran's Hospital, December 13,
1955, at the age of 56 years, 11 months and 11 days.
Brother Burgen was ready and waiting, singing the
hymns he loved best, and these were the songs used in
the services in the Clinking Beard Chapel in Ava, Mis-
souri. He was laid to rest in the Basher Cemetery.

Apostle Arthur M. Smith was in charge of the ser-
vices, and the members of the Ava group of the Church
of Christ furnished the music,

"“Yea, though 1 walk through the valley of the
she d ow of death, 1 will fear no evil; for thou art with
me; thy rod and thy stafl they comfort me.”

Arthur M. Smith

SEEDS OF KINDNESS
If you have « iriend worth loving,
Love him. Yes, and let him know
That vou love him, ere life's evening
Tinge his brow with sunset glow.
Whyv should good words ne'er be said
Of « ifriend—till he is dead?

If vou hear o song that thrills yvou,
Sung by o child of song,
Praise it. Do not let the singer
Wait deserved praises long.
Why should one who thrills vour heart
Lack the joy vou may impart?

If vou hear a prayer that moves you
By its humble, pleading tone,
Join it. Do not let the secker
Bow before His God alone.
Why should not your brother share
The strength of "two or three” in praver?

If vou see the hot tears falling
From o brother's weeping eves
Share them. And by kindly sharing
Own vour kinship in the skies.
Why should anyone be glad
When another's heart is sad?

If a silvery laugh goes rippling
Through the sunshine on his face,
Share it.  'Tis the wise man's saying—

For both grief and joy a place.

There's health and goodness in the mirth
In which an honest laugh has birth,

If your work is made more sasy
By a friendly, helping hand,

Say so. Speak out brave and truly
Ere the darkness veil the land.

Should a fellow worker near

Falter for a word of cheer?

Scatter thus your seeds of kindness
All enriching as you go—
Leave them, Trust the Harvestgiver;
He will make each seed to grow.
So until the happy end,
Your life shall never lack o friend.
—Author Unknown

THE DOUBTER
From whence has the seed of all life
The four winds and their plowings?
Canst thou doubt the stall of lile
The blossoms and their growings?
Who raiseth the sap from the root of the ook?
That brings forth fruit in due season,
Makes the plumage of the birds
And to man gives power and reason.
Who createth the web that catcheth the prey
For the benetit of the spider?
Who pu‘uem the sweetness in woodland berries
Or can make the oceon wider?
Who steereth the bee his course of flight
With nectar from von vale?
Warns the goose of what's ahead,
Winter's snow and slest and hail.
Ponder ve always clone in darknssg,
Like thy bonss without the marrow?
Who form ﬂ ‘{h crown upon thy head
And putieth the f“n?rp in the sparrow?
Oh ve doubters and unifaithful ones
Te vou now is knowledge unfurled
Know ve not that thy living God,
It is 1, who serveth the world?

sprung,

R. D. McAibbin
e —
INDISPENSABLE?
Sometlime, when vyou're feeling important,
Sometims, when vour ego's in bloom,
Sometime, when vyou toke it for granied,
You're the best qualified in the room:
Sometime when you feel that your going,
Would leave an unfillable hole,
Just follow this simple instruction,
And see how it humbles your soul.
Take o bucket and 1l it with water,

Put vour hand in it, up to the wrist;
Pull it out; and the hole that's remaining,
Is o measurse of how vou'll be missed.
You may splash all yvou please when vou enter;

You can stir up the water galors,
But stop, and vou'll find in o minute,
That it looks quite the same as befors,
The moral in this quaint example
Is do just the best you can,
Be proud of vourself, but remember,
There's no indispensable man.
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NEWS FROM LOCALS

{continued from page 23)
answer yes io the lirst question, then we have not
studied for ourselves. We have been commanded io
study and we never will be well-grounded unless we
do search out and prove these truths for ourselves.
The second guestion would toke too long to answer
tully now, but here are some scriptures that will help
vou find the answer. Rev. 14:6-7; Ezek. 37:15-22;
Gen., 49:22-26; Zeph. 3:10-13; Isa. 18:1; Isa. 29:9-17;
I Nephi 1:64-167; I Nephi 2:1-3; I Nephi 3:13-19; I Nephi
3:190-196; and page 21 in the Outline History of the
Church of Christ (page 12 in the Reorganized Church
History).

Irene Case, Reporter

Gilfach Goch, Wales
Dear Brothers omd Sisters in the Church of Christ:

Once again it gives me great pleasure to send in
some news with regards to the Church in Wales.

On September 10, we had our church ocuting. We
decided to go to Barry. It was o becutiful day, the
coach was full, eond every one enjoyed themselves.
The children were free, also we gave them some money
to spend irom the church as a gift.

We missed two dearly beloved Saints this time and
that was Brother and Sister A. M. Smith of the United
States of America. We pray that God will bless them
wherever they are in their mission field. On September
25 we had our Horvest Festival and God blessed us
with His divine Spirit. Although a small number, God
locked down upon us and blessed us, and that is worth
more than silver or gold.

Sister M. A. Buck gave a solo, "We'll Scatter Good
Seed.” Elder G. Allen opened the service and Pastor
S. Mason of Llomelly preached a sermon. His text
was taken from the Bible, chapter 8 of Luke, verses 5,
6, 7, and 8.

The gilts were given away to members cnd alsc
non-members as free gilts from the Church of Christ.
The Harvest Loal was given by Pastor S. Mason and
his beloved wile.

It was cut in pleces and given o each member, also
non-members of the Church of Christ.

1 should have liked if more were present ot our
service, as Pastor S. Mason delivered his sermon
something wonderful, it put new lils into us and ws
were blessed with His Divine Spirit, to carry on with
His wonderful gospel.

Although we are but o few, we are not discour-
aged here at Wales. We have every intention of
kesping going with our little mission, and everyone is
happy in the work they have 1o do.

The most importont thing in church work, is not
the number, it is to know that God has been pleased
to bless the few with His divine Spirit, and that is ocurs
to enjoy here in Wales from time 1o time.

We pray for all the Saints here in Wales wherever
they are, throughout the world, God bless yvou all, and

forget vou cre a few, but enjoy His wonderful bless-
ings and Spirit which no one can take away from you,
as long as vou are faithful to Him, our Redeemer.

Remember Sainis, it is not the quantity, it ig the
quality. May God bless you and keep you ever under
His care and protection.

Sister M. A. Buck, Secretary

It is with great pleasure I send in some news from
Wales (Jonuary 11, 1958).

On November 2, 1955, we held a Sacrament and
Praver Service. The Spirit of God was manifest in
abundonce. My sister, Mrs. ]. Farley, age 60, stood up
and asked to become a member of the church. Every-
one rejoiced and tears of joy were shed to know that
God had answered our prayers in the days that had
gone by.

On December 2, 1955, Sister . Farley was baptized
ot Tonyrefail Baptist Chapel Salem. The service com-
menced at four o'clock in the evening. All the Saints
were present including Sister Edwards from Trealaw.
Flder S. Mason of Llanelly and Elder G. Allen of Gil-
fach Goch conducted the service. Elder G. Allen op-
ened the service with hymn 361, "We Will Follow
None But Jesus,” in the Saint's Hymnal. Elder Allen
also offered the prayer. Hymn 324, "Pass Me Not, O
Gentle Saviour,” in the Hymnal, was then sung. The
address was given by Elder S. Mason.

Elder S. Mason then baptized Sister ]. Farley. It
was beautiful. The Spirit of God descended upon us
and everyone was singing ond rejoicing. The clos-
ing hymn, "Ye Must Be Born Again,” 360 in the Hym-
nal was sung and Elder S. Mason closed the service in
prayer. Sister 5. Mason of Llanelly was the pianist.
After the service the members of Salem had o nice hot
cup of tea with biscuits for us, which we appreciated
very much.

On December 3, 1955, the elders of the church gave
a chicken supper af the home of Elder G. Allen and
his beloved wile. All the Saints were present. Sister
Edwards of Trealaw offered the blessing on the food
that was becutifully set belore us. Alter we had fin-
ished paricking of the goodly things, Brother S. Mason
of Llemelly presented Sister |, Farley with a giff called
"a box of promises’. In this box were texis from the
Bible rolled up in small pieces of paper. On itop of
the box was a small tongs. The box was handed
round to teach one to pick out with the tongs one text
and each one had to read out what they had picked.
Sister Edwards proposed a vote of thanks io all that
had their share in moking it a success. Sister M, A,
Buck, secretary, recorded the vole of thanks.

Elder G. Allen responded and said that his door
was always opened {o the saints ot oll times, to stay
for week-ends if they wanted to, as he had o spare
room. All the scinis thanked Elder G. Allen and
his beloved wife for the use of their home. We dll
enjoyved ourselves under the inspiration of God in
singing, and each one giving past experiences.
Brother S. Mason closed in prayer.
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December 4, 1955. Sacrament service was held ot
our Mission Hall ond dlso the confirmation of ocur be-
loved Sister ]. Farley. Elder G. Allen opened the ser-
vice with, "My Times Are In Thy Hands,” hymn 234 in
the Hymnal. Prayer was offered by Brother Allen.
Then we sang, "Through the Furnace, Through the
Heat,” hymn 282; the lesson was read and cnnounce-
ments given by Brother S. Mason; also, the sermon
was by Brother Mason and the closing prayer by
Brother G. Allen. Sister Mason was the pianist.

At the second meeting, hymn 280, "The Old, Oid
Path,” was sung. Sister [. Farley was confirmed by
the elders of the Church, Elder S. Mason and Elder G.
Allen. Both elders placed their hands on our beloved
sister and Elder G. Allen offered up the prayer. The
Spirit of God descended like o dove and everyone was
filled with His Spirit. The Sacrament was served around
o all members of the church. A prayer and testimony
service was held. Sister Farley stood up and gave her
testimony. It was o pleasure to hear as that was the
first time she had ever done such o thing. Sister Ed-
wards, of Trealaw, stood up and said that she knew
that God was pleased with our beloved Sister Farley,
and she could feel the presence of our beloved Apostle
L. M. Smith and his beloved wile. We had a won-
derful time. Sister ]. Farley asked for the hymn, "Thou
My Everlasting Portion”, Sister M. A. Buck gave her
testimony cnd asked for the song, I Saw o Mighty
Angel Fly,” to be sung. Brother G. Allen presented
Sigter |, Farley with o Book of Mormon and said for
her to read it as it was o book despised by many.
The closing hymn was, “Be With Me, Lord, Where'er
1 Go", 305 in the Hymnal. The prayer was by Brother
G. Allen.

We, the members of the Church of Christ (in Wales),
thank our beloved Apostle A. M. Smith ond his be-
loved wife for coming over and estoblishing o place
for us that we would not be enjoving at the present
moment had they not come. May God bless them
wherever they go. To our Apostle A. M. Smith and
his beloved wile, from Wales, your mission has been
o success. The fruit is beginning to grow. We thank
vou, come again. God bless all the apostles wherever
they travel, that God will bless them and enrich them
with His divine Spirit.

1 wish to thank oll the saints of the U. 8. A. for ol
the letters and cards I have received. I may not have
written direct but our prayers are offered at cur Church
in Wales for you all in the Church of Christ (Temple
Lot). All the saints at Wales received the gifts from
the General Church of Christ (Temple Lot), and we «ll
wish to themk you. May God bless you all.

Sister M. A. Buck
12 Wood Street,
Garden Villoge
Gilfach Goch
No. Porth, Glam.

Minneapolis, Minnesota

On December 4, we met ot the Minneapolis
YW.CA. for our Sacrament Service. The mesting

brought us closer in « happy association with our
brothers and sisters in the family of Christ.

The eleventh of December brought us togsther again
with prayers in our hearts for the support of Brother
Glenn Gill, our specker. He began by mentioning
that "free grace salvation” is a dangerous doctrine
caused by improper study and failure to seek the
truth. He had with him an orticle that ook single
verses from the Bible that when taken alone proved
that salvation is free by just saying that one believed
in Christ. He read these verses, then he read belore
and ofter them getting the full thought portrayed by
the chapter or chapters. In every case the value of the
verse in support of “free grace salvation” was over-
shadowed with the plan of Christ that we should work
out our salvation. Some of those single verse refer-
ences were: Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 5:15; Isaiah 65:6;
and many others, all of which are taken out of con-
text.

The import of Brother Gill's sermon was that when
token alone a verse in scripture is of no effect for it is
no longer a part of the plan of God, but is simply sup-
port for a maon's idea. Therefore in order to help a
“free grace salvationist’, also to guoard ourselves
against this folse doctrine, simply take the verse or
verses he uses to support his ideq, put them back in
the scripture ond see if the man's idea is in harmony
with the Gospel as portrayed by the chapter fror
which he tock the verse.

We came with prayers cnd the spirit on Sunday,
Dacember 18, to hear the word of the Lord through His
servani, our pastor, Brother Maley. He spoke on the
high points in Christ's life that offect cur spiritual acti-
vity. The boptism of water and of the spirit was the
beginning of Christ's work. Christ said nothing but
what the Father would have Him say, thus He was in
o spiritual union with God. Therefors, we should be
in the same union in foith in Christ {for He is our So-
viour.

Brother Maley then talked about Christ's hesitance
in His prayer ot the Garden of Gethsemane but He
went with dsterminction for the job He had to do.

Now, Brother Maley brought out that while Christ
was suffering the physical death on the cross the Lord
inflicted cnother task upon Him.

Upon conclusion, Brother Maley brought us to the
reclization that ot the time of the end when Christ
uttered, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken
me?" temporal death was inflicted upon Him. He
spoke some on the importonce of Christ's temporal
death. The Lord inflicted the transgression upon Adam
and men are cut off from the sight of God. In order
that there may be rightecusness there is an opposition
in all things being inferred by the devil. This gave
man spiritual life.

Then Brother Maley explained what scaves men
from being cut off from God by Adam's tramsgression.
The Lord inflicted temporal death upon Christ so that
we com come unto Christ in faith, repentomce and spirit-
ual boptism so that at the time of judgment through
Christ maon is brought again unto God in righteousness.
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Brother Glenn Gill spoke to us on December 25.
His message concluded that the Mosaic law was done
away and Christ's law is here for rightecusness und
salvation,

The people in the day of Moses had transgressed
exceedingly so a law was given unto Moses. Acron
was to be the spokesmon for Moses, Exodus 4:14.
Verses 27 through 31 of this chapter of Excdus tell us
that Acron went into the wilderness where he met
Moses and received from him the law that God had
given Moses. Then Aaron went and preached it to
the elders of all the children of Israel and they be-
lieved. Brother Gill explained to us that this was one
teaching of righteousness that the Lord had performed
unto men. Ths teaching was the Mosaic law taught
by Aaron.

Then Brother Gill took for relerence chapter 10 of
Matthew— the twelve apostles set in order. They
were given their commissions and he explained that
this is the Church of Christ set in order that teaches
the law of Christ which is the law of love dlso de-
scribed in Romans 1:18 as the power of God unto sal-
vation. By the use of Luke 10:1-3, we were told more
about the establishment of Christ's church.

Brother Gill used I Peter 5 to tell us the way in
which the elders should pursue their task to teach the
Gospel unto all nations, kindreds and tongues; this
task we are doing here today with the cuthority to

represent Christ inferred upon us by the restoration of
the Church of Christ.

Christ died that we might live. Christ's church was
restored that we might live in righteousness.

John Roymond Gill, Reporter

NOTICE

To the Eldership of the Church of Christ

Greetings:

In harmony with the action of the Joint Council of
the Bishops and of the Twelve on the evening of April
12, 1955, wherein it was voied that a “"Scolemn Assem-
bly” should be called, whereby, if it please God, we
might come to o better and more harmonious under-
stonding as o what our Heavenly Father requires of
us in these "Latter Days’, the {ollowing decisions have
been made.

After careful consideration of this action of the Coun-
cil, it hos been determined that this assembly should
consist of the Eldership of the Church; and it is the de-
sire of the Council that oll those who have been or-
dained to the Melchisedec Priesthood should make
every possible effort o be present at this Assembly.
In considering the time best suited for this gathering of
the Eldership, the Council has selected March 20, 1956,
as the most convenient time.

Therefore, in harmony with this decision, we hereby
give notice that the “"Solemn Assembly’’ shall convene

D

P

in the upper cuditorium of the Church of Christ on th
Temple Lot, Independence, Missouri, at 10:00 A, M.,
March 20, 1956, and all of the Eldership are urged to
be present.

4

It is desired that we shall all come in a humble,
praverful attitude, praying that God in His mercy
may direct us by His Spirit, and thus prepare us for
better and more harmonious service in His church and
kingdom. There is no fixed program to be followed,
but we shall be directed by His Spirit from day to day;
so let us come in o humble spirit that our Lord and
Master may have His way with us.

Respectfully,

ARTHUR M. SMITH

Secretary of Council of Twelve
C. LeROY WHEATON, JR.
Secretary of Council of Bishops

Please send «ll Articles, Missionary Reports,
Bishop's Reports, Activities from the School of the
Ministry, Questions end Miscellaneous Items to Archie
F. Bell, 1101 West Orchard, Independence, Missouri.

Send Letters and Reports from Locals to Lois Harris,
1920 South Osage, Independence, Missouri.

Send all Poems ond Reports from Auxiliaries (Sun-
day Schools, United Workers, Young Peoples’ Christiom
League) to Marion Sprague, 424 East Walnut, Indepen-
dence, Missouri.

May we urge all who have material to be published
in the Advocate to be sure to have it in the hands of
the Editors by the 15th of the month previocus to its mail-
ing. Example: Material for the August issue should be
in the hands of the Editors by July 15. This will help
us to get the paper out on time.

The Editors

INSTRUCTIONS IN ORDERING

Our quarterlies are not dated, but numbered, because they
contain « regular course of study, and if the schools desire to make
this study, they should order the quarterlies according to number so
as to avail themselves of the entire course, so for as the study has
been exiended up to the present time. None of the courses are, as
vel, complete.

Send ALL remittances for the Sunday Schocl Asscciction o
General Sunday School Association Treasurer, Church of Christ
Temple Lot), Box 472, Independence, Missourl

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Price Each
Wee Mites, Picture Stories fo color,

Ssets, 110 18 @0 e g .15
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 1, Childhood of Jesus.........__ .20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 2, Jesus’ Ministry............ .20
Primecry, Vol. 1, No. 3, Jesus' Ministry cont...._.. .20
Primary, Vol. 1, No. 4, Life of Jesus..c 0 .20
Junior, Vol. 1, No. 1, Principles of the Gospel.......... 20
Junior, Vel. 1, No. 2, God's Revealments fo

MAKINA oo ceme e 20

Junior, Vol. 1, No. 3, Fruits of the Spirit.......... .20
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